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Dedication

This book is dedicated to all those who play roles in facilitating nature conservation, human freedom and welfare, and peace of the world. Their efforts may seem unnoticed, unappreciated and unrewarded; however the message from this book has illuminated the significance of their endeavour and revealed the subsequent hidden recompense. Their work is now visible as contributing to the protection, conservation, and care of the building blocks that make up and sustain the sacred universe and its order – a divine duty that earns rich and everlasting spiritual and eternal reward.
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Introduction

Interconnectedness of life is a concept that considers that the life of all living things, including man, is interconnected and interdependent, and that no living thing can exist in isolation, independent of the others.

For thousands of years this idea has been held by different groups of people. It was expressed in Gaia theory. It is part of Buddhists’ belief. Expression of this thought is in the Christian holy book, the Bible. Most scholars agree that all living things are interconnected and dependent  on each other in such a way that a change in one lifeform cannot be fully understood without considering the simultaneous changes in the others.

Ecologists see this interconnectedness of life as an expression of the wisdom of nature. Mystics and religious groups perceive it as an expression of the wisdom of God the Creator. Whichever way one views it, one commonly held fact about it is that it is a system that exists as a reflection of the immense wisdom of any entity from which it originated.

It was through a mixture of mystical experience and scientific findings that I, the author proved the existence of the interconnectedness of life. The details of these are in chapter 1.


The whole thing began when I was involved in research in an area of agricultural science in which I played a major role. This research took place at the Headley Hall Farm, under the auspices of Department of Pure and Applied Biology, Leeds University in the United Kingdom (UK). It was started in 1987 and completed in 1989.

The aim of the research was to find out how agricultural pesticides affect the pests of field crops and their  natural enemies, and how the chemicals also affect some grassland soil organisms known as microfauna.

As the work progressed, we started noticing an unanticipated and mysterious occurrence. The occurrence was consistent and very noticeable in permanent grassland. On some occasions, in the plots where the pesticides were used, the subsequent grass yield tended to be higher than where the chemicals were not applied. We checked if the higher grass yield was because the chemicals saved the yield by killing pests in the plots with the pesticides. We found out that this was not the reason. There was no significant difference in pest population between the plots with the pesticides and the ones without them. So, this strange occurrence remained a mystery.

It was during this period that a mystical event occurred and gave the key that unlocked the mystery. I was the one who had the experience.

The message I received is that the reason behind the finding is because:

‘The animals supply the needs of man;
 the plants supply the needs of the animals;
 for all the soil organisms, bits and pieces assembled together, mimic the ecosystem in order to supply the needs of the plants’.

The ecosystem in the soil is a system where groups of the soil organisms are connected in an interdependent manner. In the system, the population of each group of the organisms stands in delicate balance with one another.

The message I received led to my identifying how the soil organisms and plants are interrelated. I found out how the organisation and functions of the soil organisms in the ecosystem result in provision of nutrients for plants in an appropriate and regulatory way, just as the plants provide food for animals.

I identified that the pesticides affected the balance of  the populations of the groups of the soil organisms in the ecosystem in such a way that the result was the increase in the grass yield. (The details of this are in chapter 1).

In chapter 2 is more scientific evidence showing that the soil organisms and the plants are not only interrelated but also are connected with other lifeforms in the soil and above the soil. In this chapter is scientific proof of how all organisms, including the soil organisms, are interdependent in such a way that one cannot exist without the existence of the other. For example, a process known as photosynthesis illustrates how plants and animals are interdependent.


In this chapter is also evidence of interdependence  of land and sea lifeforms, despite the fact that land is separated from the sea.

Chapter 3 is an assemblage of ideas of scholars and mystics which agree with each other that an insight into the principles of the system of interconnectedness of life is a key to great wisdom and its practical application.

Chapter 4 is an analysis of the attributes with which  we, humankind evolved as our unique characteristics, the characteristics of the caretakers and managers of the system of the interconnectedness of life. These attributes are identified as directors of our life, regulators of  our attitude and behaviour so that we live, function  and play our roles in accordance with the principles of interconnectedness of life, the wise principles upon which our well-being and success depend.

Some of these attributes are visible as humankind’s mystical perception, love, conscience, instinct to socialise and accept diversity; our culture and the cultural practice. A common suggestion is that the major cause of humankind’s social, health and spiritual problems today can be traced to a loss of one or more of these attributes.

Also in this chapter is a summary of my own work and research which show that music is very important in a culture for enhancing social connection and improving well-being.

In chapter 5, the lessons learnt and insight gained  from the knowledge of interconnectedness of life are pulled together. It is shown here that religion, a form  of culture with which humankind evolved, is a model  of interconnectedness of life for achievement of our spiritual needs and for gaining eternal life.

This chapter brings together the teachings of the Buddhists; the teachings of St Paul, one of the most important figures in the apostolic age; and the message  of Jesus Christ, the central figure in Christianity. The teachings and the message all relay the same thing – that to achieve spiritual peace and success and earn eternal life, one has to live a life that is in tune with the principles of interconnectedness of life. Among the principles  are one’s expression of love and acceptance and treatment of people with their unique characteristics as good neighbours – as much as those who are related to us.

Finally in this chapter, the book ends with this message about the knowledge of the system of interconnectedness of life:

‘The understanding of the system has made it  clear that to be able to beat our swords into ploughshares and our spears into pruning hooks, and achieve lasting world peace and order, we need to model the world on the structure and principles of interconnectedness of life; otherwise, we are engaging in a perpetual task with limited success.’

This book is meant to be readable by everyone, including those with no science background. I have therefore tried to avoid putting too much scientific information in it. However, I have reserved the Annex for basic scientific information that is applicable to the research. So, the information in the Annex just repeats, in a simple scientific way, what is already said in some chapters of this book. So, it is not necessary to read it if one has already read all the chapters (chapter 1 to 5).

In the Annex are the overview of the research procedure, the research data, and the graphic representations of  the data.

		


The Author’s Biography

Moses Ekebuisi was born on February 1960 in Ngodo Isuochi, Umunneochi Local Government, Abia State, Nigeria.

Moses, a Biomedical Sciences graduate of Bradford University in the United Kingdom (UK) has been working in the field of science and arts for a long time. In 1986 he worked in mosquito research for Leeds City Council in the UK.

From 1987 to 1989, he worked with scientists at Leeds University in the UK in research to investigate the effect of seed bed preparation, soil structure and release time on the toxicity of a range of grassland pesticides to the carabid beetle. The result of the research was published in the Journal of Applied Entomology1 and Moses is one of the co-authors of the paper.

Further research in the University investigated the effect of pesticides on crop pests in grassland and on some organisms (microfauna) in the grassland soil. It was both these scientific findings and Moses’ mystical experience in this particular work that inspired him to write this book.

Moses is also the author of the novel, ‘Man at Nature’s Pinnacle’, a novel about the importance and significance of man’s interrelationships with animals and plants, as demonstrated in ancient Europe. It was the experience he gained from the research that inspired him to write the novel. The novel and this book are available in all major book retailers.

Other research followed involving Moses and scientists in the Clinical Oncology Unit, University of Bradford. The aim of the research was to assess the chemosensitivity of cancer cells to indoloquionone compound E09 which was selected for phase 1 evaluation by the European Organisation for Research and Treatment of Cancer (EORTC). The result of the work was published in the Journal, Annals of Oncology, and Moses is one of the co-authors.2

Later, Moses set up a music company, the main purpose of which was to research and identify if multicultural music helped in promoting community cohesion and development; reducing social isolation; and developing creative, social, educational and life skills.


The research was successful. Following this, Moses received a financial award from the Millennium Commission to work in communities and schools. Through the work, young people who were excluded from schools gained improvements and returned to mainstream schools to continue their education; concentration and learning skills of special educational needs pupils were improved, leading to their performing better in their school subjects; social isolation of vulnerable people was reduced; and social barriers between different groups were broken, leading to the social integration of the people, improvement of their well-being and their participation in celebration of diversity.
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