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 Physical Characteristics of the Shiba Inu


 (from the American Kennel Club breed standard)


[image: 002]









The author dedicates this book to his first two Shibas, the ever-smiling Kabuki and the wondrous, immortal Tengu, both missed dearly every day.











Author Andrew De Prisco, a prolific writer and editor of dog books, with his ever-smiling, everloving bitch Kabuki.
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HISTORY OF THE


SHIBA INU


Isolated from intruders from across the sea, Japan basked in virtual independence for centuries. This highly ritualistic society, rather primitive compared to the Western world, with which it had very little contact until the latter half of the 19th century, was content to pass on its history and culture without interruption.


The nation’s indigenous dogs, regarded today as “Natural Monuments,” are mostly members of the spitz family, including the Akita, Shiba, Kai and many others. Spitz dogs derive from the colder climates and possess characteristic features that facilitate their survival in subzero conditions. Well-furred, erect and small ears protect the dog from wind and snow; a dense double coat provides insulation from the cold as well as coolness from heat, should the need arise; a well-furnished, tightly curled tail covers the dog’s nose when he is sleeping in his typical circular position; a wolf-like muzzle warms the air through the long passages before entering the animal’s lungs. From the tiny Shiba to the giant Akita, all the Japanese spitz breeds share these essential physical characteristics.


The Shiba, the smallest of Japan’s spitz breeds, possesses all of these traits, plus a ton of personality and attitude. Among the Shiba’s cousins are the Akita, the largest and most popular of these indigenous spitzes; the Ainu, or Hokkaido, a fearless guard dog; and three other middle-sized dogs, the Shikoku, Kai and Kishu. Of these six Japanese breeds, only the Shiba and Akita have established followings outside Japan, although the other four are recognized by the Fédération Cynologique Internationale (FCI), the world kennel club association. The breed known as the Japanese Spitz is not related to the Shiba but to the Samoyed, in whose image the breed was created. Americans recognize the similarities between the Japanese Spitz and the Miniature American Eskimo Dog, also a solid white, abundantly coated Nordic dog.


 



The largest spitz breed of Japan, the Akita enjoys world-wide popularity, despite the unfortunate politics that have divided the breed into the Japanese Akita and the American Akita, also recognized as the Great Japanese Dog.
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To Westerners, the notion of a small, efficiently built dynamo from Japan is an apparently modern one. However, history reveals that the Shiba Inu is much older than the Toyota Corolla or the Honda Accord, and goes even farther per gallon of gas! Archeologists in Japan have unearthed the remains of small dogs with curled tails dating back to 8000 BC. Experts assert that these diminutive but sturdily built skeletons represent the ancestors of the Shiba Inu. Based on pottery from the Jomon Period (8000 to 200 BC), these small dogs were used by men to hunt deer, boar and bear. Most scholars agree that the Shiba Inu is the oldest and purest of the Japanese spitz breeds.



TEN BREEDS OF JAPAN


There are ten Japanese breeds recognized by the Japan Kennel Club (JKC) and the Fédération Cynologique Internationale (FCI). The Japanese spitz breeds are divided by size, namely the Akita as the largest breed; the Shiba as the smallest breed, and four mediumsize breeds, Kai, Kishu, Shikoku and Ainu (or Hokkaido). Only the Akita and Shiba have established significant followings outside Japan. There are four other recognized Japanese breeds, including the giant mastiff breed known as the Tosa, the lovely toy breed known as the Chin, the solid white Japanese Spitz and the diminutive Japanese Terrier. Of course, the Chin is the most popular of these breeds worldwide. In Japan, the Shiba is the most popular Japanese breed, followed by the Japanese Spitz, Chin and Akita.





Shibas could be found in various regions of Japan, differing slightly in coloration, coat length and density, bone and maturation. These variations can still be seen in Shibas today, though breeders have strived to agree upon and establish one correct type. From the mountainous regions, the Shibas bred for hunting possessed heavier bone and coarser type. Colors varied from region to region: e.g., the intense red coloration of the San-In region dogs compared to the mottled black coloration of the Yamanashi region dogs. The Shin-Shu and Mino type dogs were smaller in size and lighter  in bone, prized for their hunting prowess and boundless energy. The Mino Shibas possessed the darkest red coloration, the color preferred by most Shiba fanciers today, as well as dark brown triangular eyes, thick ears and a sickle tail (compared to the curled tail of the other Shiba types).







COLORS IN JAPANESE SHIBAS 


Burning with the fire of the Japanese sun, the red Shiba Inu has become the most prized of the Shiba colors, though it is by no means the only recognized or desirable Shiba color. There are three colors in the Shiba: red, red sesame and black and tan. Some controversy existed over other colors, including white (which is acceptable in other Japanese breeds but not Shibas) as well as gray and brindle (both of which are seen in other Japanese breeds but do not exist in Shibas). The sesame color is created by a combination of black and white hairs with the principal color red. The term “urajiro” describes the desirable white coat markings on the Shiba’s muzzle, neck and lower jaw, cheeks, chest, stomach, underside of tail and inside of legs. All three coat colors should have white in these areas.



CANIS LUPUS


“Grandma, what big teeth you have!” The gray wolf, a familiar figure in fairy tales and legends, has had its reputation tarnished and its population pummeled over the centuries. Yet it is the descendants of this much-feared creature to which we open our homes and hearts. Our beloved dog, Canis domesticus, derives directly from the gray wolf, a highly social canine that lives in elaborately structured packs. In the wild, the gray wolf can range from 60 to 175 pounds, standing between 25 and 40 inches in height.[image: 007]
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The Ainu, or Hokkaido, originated in the northern Japanese island called Hokkaido. The breed is somewhat larger than the Shiba and used as a hunting and companion dog.


 



While the breed standard of the American Kennel Club lists the breed’s three correct colors, the English Kennel Club’s interim standard lists “red, black, black and tan or brindle. White with red or gray tinge” as correct Shiba colors. The brindle pattern is associated not with the Shiba but with its  cousin the Kai, “the Tiger Dog,” which can be found in red, black and gray brindles. White is frowned upon in the breed’s native Japan and is associated with the Kishu, not the Shiba. There is no mention of the red sesame coloration—a pity! As for a solid black Shiba?… perhaps some club member owned a black and tan without the tan and lobbied for its inclusion in the standard. A puzzlement, to say the least! A later version of The English Kennel Club standard lists red, red sesame, black and tan, and white, with descriptions of each.
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The Shikoku is one of the Japanese native spitz breeds that is medium in size. Like fellow medium-sized spitz breeds, the breed is rarely seen outside Japan.
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A black and tan Japanese Shiba bitch, showing ideal markings and an alert stance.


 



Color prejudice and politics abound in many breeds. It is sad to see that the show scene in the UK and US has become so partial to red Shibas that black and tan and red sesame exhibits are practically nonexistent. The Shiba has never been a one-color breed and this author, who favors the truly unique Japanese color, red sesame, patiently awaits the turn of the trend when exhibitors can enter the ring with a red sesame (or black and tan!) and have an equal chance at the blue ribbons.
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The Ainu, or Hokkaido, comes in colors similar to the Shiba, including this black and tan pattern.
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A solid-white Akita is less common than other colors, though it is perfectly acceptable and handsome.







BREED NAME 


In the Japanese language, words have various meanings, similar to the concept of homonyms in the English language. Thus the word shiba in Japanese has a variety of meanings. Some say that shiba refers to the red coloration of dried brushwood (called shiba), recognizing that the Shiba has also been called the Brushwood Dog. Others state that shiba simply means “small,” as the breed has been called the Japanese Small Dog in some English text books.


Unlike the Shiba, the other Japanese breeds have been named for their regions, such as the Akita, Sanshu and Hokkaido, all of which are named for the locality in which the breed originated. Because the Shiba is associated with  numerous regions, various names for Shiba types have evolved. The Shin-Shu Shiba derived from Nagano, the central mountainous area of Honshu, and is perhaps the most famous of the Shiba types. Other names include the Mino Shiba (from Gifu Prefecture) and the San-In Shiba (from Tottori and Shimane Prefectures and the northwestern part of Honshu).


 



“Urajiro” refers to the white markings on the Shiba’s coat, seen on this red sesame on its neck, muzzle, cheeks and chest.
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This black and tan Japanese Shiba is smiling about its newfound popularity in the Western world, even if its red brethren are favored by most fanciers (and judges).
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The words inu and ken in Japanese simply translate as “dog.” It is not uncommon for the breed to be called Shiba Inu or Shiba Ken. This suffix can be used with any of the Japanese breed names, such as Sanshu Inu or Akita Ken.







WESTERN INFLUENCE ON JAPAN 


In the mid-1850s, Commodore Matthew Perry and the US Navy pried open Japanese ports and forced the Japanese to see how “behind the times” their semifeudal society indeed was. Among the Western imports that helped “modernize” Japan were the popular European dog breeds, including German Shepherd Dogs, Poodles and Dachshunds as well as many gundog breeds, such as Pointers and English Setters, igniting a new trend for hunting in Japan. Among the upper-class fanciers, these Western breeds were prized for their specialized skills and “foreignness,” and the native Japanese breeds were neglected for decades or crossbred haphazardly to the imported dogs.


NATIVE BREEDS OF JAPAN
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This influx of Western breeds nearly caused the extinction of the pure Japanese breeds, including the Shiba. It was not until 1928 when Dr Hiroyoshi Saito formed a club dedicated to the preservation of these native Japanese breeds that the situation began to rectify itself. The new organization, known as the Nihon Ken Kozonkai (for short, Nippo), was successful in persuading the Japanese government to designate the native breeds as “Natural Monuments” in the 1930s under the Cultural Properties Act. The Shiba breed was designated in 1936.
“URAJIRO”


This Japanese word refers to the white (or cream) coloration on the coat of the Shiba. These markings are on the side of the nose, cheeks, beneath the jaw and neck, chest, abdomen and insides of the legs. Some Shibas also have white markings on their legs, giving the impression of socks, though these are not required on American Shibas.








Nippo drafted breed standards for the native breeds, held shows for native breeds and registered dogs. Tako was the first Shiba to be registered and was the only Shiba of the  15 entered in the first Nippo show to be “recommended” for type. Of course, breed type in all six breeds was variable at best, as there were few good examples of the breeds left in most areas. Interest in the breeds grew in Japan, though not overseas, and more shows and clubs were formed in Japan. The national Nippo show of 1939 saw Aka of Fugoku, a ten-month-old Shiba dog, winning the major award, which had previously only been won by the larger breeds. Aka and his offspring would survive the oncoming Second World War and become the foundation of the modern Shiba.


MOST INFLUENTIAL RESTORATION SHIBAS







	
NAME 
	
SIRE 
	
DAM 



	Ishi
	Hisahara
	Kochi



	Koro
	Unknown
	Unknown



	Aka of Fugoku
	Ishi
	Koro



	Naka of Akaishiso
	Akani
	Beniko



	Nakaichi of Akaishiso
	Naka
	Beniko



	Tenko of Jonenso
	Senko
	Tamahime



	Matsumaru of Shinshu
	Benisachi
	Aka Fusame



	Meiho of Shimamura
	Koronaka
	Eienme



	Kuratanoishi of Kurataso
	Ichiroku
	Korohime



	Hideyoshi of Shinshu Kirinso
	Benisachi
	Umehime



	Taketoyo of Hokoso
	Meiho Kenikomo no Tetsu
	Kuro Yakko





Due to the breed’s recognition as a “Natural Monument,” the FCI recognized the Shiba, and dogs were shown in major shows in Tokyo. World War II dealt a devastating blow to all dog activities in Japan, and the Shiba nearly became extinct. The San-In and Mino Shibas were harder hit than the Shin-Shu Shibas. Following the war, an outbreak of distemper in 1959 caused further damage to the surviving Shiba strains. Breeders had to rescue the breed by recreating breeding programs, transporting dogs from the montane regions to urban centers. The remaining dogs from various lines were combined to create the foundation of today’s Shibas. Breeders were forced to select sires and  dams from the dwindling Shiba population—dogs of known and pure origins—or to crossbreed to a similar Japanese dog known as the Mikawa. The Mikawa has been discredited for being crossbred with the Shiba to recreate the breed. Some Mikawas were even passed off as Shibas. The Mikawa possessed uncharacteristic round eyes and lacked the desired “urajiro” markings, sure signs of mixed breeding with Western breeds. The Mikawa lost favor in Japan and is no longer registered by the JKC or FCI. Most breeders opted not to include the Mikawa in their programs, and resultant health problems ensued due to the limited gene pool. The occurrence of slipped kneecaps and missing teeth still plagues Shiba breeders today.



NIPPO IN THE BUDDING


The organization known as Nippo, formally Nihon Ken Kozonkai, was founded in 1928. In English, the formal name translates to “organization to preserve Japanese dogs.” The first of the Nippo shows in Japan were also held in 1928.










JAPANESE DEVELOPMENT IN THE 20TH CENTURY 


The modern Shiba is a typy, noble small dog with characteristic almondshaped eyes, small ears and a spitz tail.
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Following the devastation of the Second World War, Japanese society was unstable and anxious, in part due to the change in the recognized value system of the nation. Many Japanese families sought the protection of German Shepherds or other guard-dog-type breeds that they encountered from the occupational forces living in Japan. In time, the Japanese realized that they needed an organization to help regulate the breeding of these dogs, and the All Japan Guard Dog Association (AJGDA) was formed in 1948 with Kijuro Shidehara serving as honorary chairman and Tanzan Ishibashi as chairman. This organization was the predecessor of the Japan Kennel Club. The first show for the AJGDA was held  on November 23, 1949 at Ueno Ikenohata Park and attracted 240 dogs. In 1950, the first issue of the AJGDA’s gazette was published; in 1957 the gazette was renamed The Companion Dog.
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PURE-BRED PURPOSE


Given the vast range of the world’s 400 or so pure breeds of dog, it’s fair to say that domestic dogs are the most versatile animal in the kingdom. From the tiny 1-pound lap dog to the 200-pound guard dog, dogs have adapted to every need and whim of their human masters. Humans have selectively bred dogs to alter physical attributes like size, color, leg length, mass and skull diameter in order to suit our own needs and fancies. Dogs serve humans not only as companions and guardians but also as hunters, exterminators, shepherds, rescuers, messengers, warriors, babysitters and more!





Here’s a Best in Show Brace from Innisfree: Am/Can. Ch. Innisfree’s Red October (male) and Ch. Innisfree’s Ginga Hokusa (female).
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A second Japanese organization, known as the Japan Dog Federation, was established in 1963 and became an associate member of FCI, the first such gesture toward Japan’s interest in the international dog scene. Around this time, the first international judges from the UK and US were invited to judge at Japanese dog shows. By 1971, the newly formed the Asia Kennel Union, established to promote quality pure-breds in the Asian dog world, accepted Japan as its chair. In 1976, the AJGDA became known as the Japan Kennel Club (JKC), and Toyosaku Kariyabu, the third president of the organization, initiated major changes to modernize the organization. In 1982, the first FCI World Dog Show ever to be held in Japan took place in Tokyo. In 1992, the JKC established mutual recognition with the American Kennel Club and Canadian Kennel Club.


According to JKC statistics, the Shiba ranks number 11 in the nation’s breed registrations, though Japan’s most popular breed is the Dachshund! By the end of the 20th century, the Shiba Inu accounted for about 80% of Nippo’s total registrations and, due to its convenient condo-size, is one of Japan’s most popular breeds. Pure-bred dog registrations have skyrocketed in Japan: in 1992 there were over 300,000 dogs registered and 10 years later in 2002 there were over 520,000.


  



Toby for short, here’s Best in Specialty Show Am/Can. Ch. Innisfree’s Red October, owned by the Kanzlers.
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MODERN SHIBA HISTORY 


We can trace our modern Shiba to less than a dozen influential ancestors, which were first identified by breeder and Japanese dog scholar, Mr. Ishikawa, who studied the pedigrees of winning dogs to determine which foundation Shibas have had the most lasting influence. Among the two most important were Aka of Fugoku and Naka of Akaishiso. Aka of Fugoku, a red male, passed on his good bone, dense coat, proper angulation and ideal temperament to over 200 litters. Naka of Akaishiso lived in Nagano Prefecture and has been called the father of the Shiba restoration because of his many excellent offspring found throughout Japan.







SHIBAS COME TO AMERICA 


In the UK and around the world, the Japanese Shiba has become a consistent winner at shows due to the breed’s elegant appearance, sparkling personality and natural beauty.
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Although the Akita made its way to the US in the 1950s, the Shiba did not whistle “Yankee Doodle” until the early 1970s. Some records show that a stray Shiba or two found their way to the US after World War II, but none of these dogs contributed to the establishment of the breed on American soil. The first show in which the Shiba was exhibited was a rare breed show in California, judged by  visiting Japanese breeder Mr. Kaiji Katsumoto. The first national specialty of the Shiba Club of America (SCA) took place in October 1981, with Mr. Keiche Jige as judge. The SCA followed the Nippo standard and encouraged others to do so. As is the case with most new breeds, dissension and disagreement reigned supreme and a new club on the east coast was founded, the National Shiba Club of America (NSCA) in 1983. The new club’s goal was to seek acceptance by the American Kennel Club (AKC), a goal that the SCA did not embrace. The NSCA was attempting to follow in the steps of the Akita Club of America, which as history would tell us would be a foolhardy path at best! (Consider the problems of the current Japanese versus American Akita situation, where the American Akita is now called the Great Japanese Dog at FCI shows). Nevertheless, by 1991, the AKC accepted the Shiba into its Miscellaneous Class and into the Non-Sporting Group by June 1993. The first AKC-sanctioned specialty show of the National Shiba Club of America took place in 1993, and Toyojiro of Nidai Maneiso was selected Best of Breed.
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The first American-bred Shiba Inu to win a rare-breed all-breed Best in Show was Ch. Katuranishiki of Oikawa House, owned by Richard Tomita.


Although it is believed that the first Shiba in the US arrived in the mid 1950s, not until the 1970s did imports begin flowing. In the mid 1970s a male dog named Nidai Akajishi of Sagami Ikeda Kensha and a female named Tenshome were imported into the US by Japanese-Americans Kaiji and Toshiko Katsumoto. Although Tenshome had 4 litters, producing 11 puppies, none of the progeny figured into the breed’s history, as all were sold as pets. In 1980 Kuromatsume of Sagami Ikeda Kensha, the daughter of Kuroichi of Rozanso, an important Japanese sire, entered the Katsumotos’ lives. She was bred to Nidai Akajishi and produced two influential dogs, a male named Shishi of Kenwaso and a female named Shishihime of Kenwaso, both reds.


In 1978 Julia Cadwell, another of the earliest Shiba breeders,  imported Shina no Ichihime of Shinshu Mitamuraso, a female whom she bred to a red male that she rescued named Rusty. This litter of four puppies was the official start of her Shosha Shibas kennel. Over the next few years, Cadwell not only imported five excellent Shibas from Japan to establish her own kennel but also brought in Shibas for other American breeders.
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Famous American sire, Ryutaro of Yamazakisow Kensha, owned by Richard Tomita, was a multi-Best of Breed winner and sire to many great Shibas in the early 1990s. One of Ryutaro’s many daughters is the author’s lovely bitch, Maikohime of Akatani (“Kabuki”).
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Am/Can. Ch. Innisfree’s Talimon, winning at the NSCA national specialty, owned by the Kanzlers.


 



Assisted by Cadwell were Frank and Merry Atkinson of the Golden Sun Akitas, who imported a number of Shibas from Japanese kennels, including the Best of Breed winner of the first and second Shiba Club of America specialties Kuroyuki of Nanko Suzuki Kensha, sired by Kuroichi  of Rozanso. In the early 1980s the Atkinsons started their Ogon Taiyoso Shiba kennels. Soon came along Sheryl Langan, who based her Langans Brushwood Shibas on the Ogon Taiyoso dogs of the Atkinsons, and Frank and Alice Sakayeda, who imported dogs from Japan. Nancy Baugus and Mary Malone based their kennels on imports from Mr. Sakayeda. Seitenhime of Aunso (known as Satori’s Mama), imported by Mr. Sakayeda, became the foundation of Ms. Malone’s Minimeadow kennels.


Like the Atkinsons, Jean Uchida and Joan Young came to Shibas as experienced Akita people. Young’s first two Shibas were bred by Uchida, and these dogs became the basis of her kennel.


In the mid-1980s, worldrespected Boxer breeder Richard Tomita, of Jacquet Boxers, imported 15 Shibas from Japan, with the help of Dr. Nakazawa, a vet and show judge. Five of these excellent dogs were from the Oikawa House kennel, including the famous Ch. Katsuranishiki of Oikawa House, known to all on the East coast as “Chibi.” Chibi was a top sire and Best in Show-winning dog, not the least of his progeny being the author’s beloved house dog, Jacquet’s Tengu, whom Tomita has called an improvement on his father. Progeny of Chibi have the prized feature of improving with age, and Tengu at 13 years of age is still going strong. Mr. Tomita’s Shiba program was continued by his sister Christine Tomita-Eicher and handler Don Robinder.


Other breeders came along in the mid 1980s, when the Shiba began to be noticed not only in rare-breed show rings but also by the general public, who became enchanted with this darling Japanese pure-bred. Ed and Terry Arndt (Jade-Shogun) actively promoted and showed the breed in Arizona. Chris Ross of Nevada imported stock from Japan to establish his kennel. Janice Cowen based her program on the Katsumotos’ imports as well as dogs from Maran Atha and Gento. Cowen’s dogs then contributed to the Foxtrot kennel of Bruce and Kathleen Truax, which became a prominent presence in the breed. The Justa kennels of Jane Chalfant also became active in the mid 1980s and has been influential around the country.


Kathleen and Norbert Kanzler (Innisfree), Tim and Gretchen Haskett (Foxfire), Leslie Ann Engen and Marianne Nixon (San Jo) and Laura Payton (Fanfair) came along in the 1990s and continue to be active in the current-day Shiba scene in the US.
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British fanciers continue to embrace the Japanese Shiba. The success of their breeding programs is evidenced by this handsome line-up of show dogs.







SHIBAS IN THE UK 


Hailing from the US, not Japan, the first Shibas were sent by Ed and Terry Arndt of Jade-Shogun kennels, Arizona, to the UK in 1985. These three Shibas arrived at Kiskas Akita kennels, owned by Gerald and Kath Mitchell. Among the three dogs was Shogun Hisui Megami, the foundation bitch for Brian and Kath Hindley’s Yorlands kennel, an established Rottweiler kennel. The other two Shibas were Shogun Hisui Yukitamahime (Dixie) and Shogun Hisue Yukihikari (Yen), who would produce the second litter on British soil in October 1986. The three original imported Shibas began their campaign in Britain upon being released from quarantine, starting with a promotional program for Crufts in February 1986. The Hindleys later imported Ogan No Takame Ogon Taiyo So of Kiskas, who was carrying a litter sired by Beni Washi-go. She whelped two pups in quarantine.


The honor of “first litter produced in England” goes to Shogun Hisui Tukihikari Kiskas and Shogun Hisui Megami of Yorlands, who produced two pups on September 7, 1986. The breeder was Kath Hindley. Maureen Atchinson acquired one of Dixie and Yen’s pups for her Madason kennel and later  imported the first Japanese-born male into the UK, again from the Arndts in the US. He was called Taka for short (his formal name was Tamawakamaru of Madason) and was bred by Mr. Yaichiro Watatsu of Japan.


Only red Shibas had been imported into England thus far, but that was rectified by a few imports. The first red sesame dog to be imported into the UK was a bitch named Camboalijo Ujahime, called Suki. She was owned by John and Dana Ogilvie. The first black and tan was Minimeadows Summer Dream, imported by Joe and Betty Neath. Although these dogs and others were imported, the reds continue to predominate on the British Shiba scene.


Once the Shiba was accepted into the Utility Group, it began turning heads of fanciers and judges alike. The first Shiba to win a Group and Best in Show was Wellshim Blackjack Is Vormund, who did so in 1991. Challenge Certificates were not offered until 1996, when the first champions were made up. The first Shiba champion was the male Kerrilands Total Majic, bred by Bill and Jenny Cowland, and the first bitch champion was Vormund I’m Smartie, bred by Liz Dunhill.
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With the support of many experienced British breeders, the Shiba has done well in the show rings in the UK.
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At the Jaanese Shiba Inu Club of Great Britain, this Shiba was judged Best Puppy in Show.


 



Established in 1987, the Japanese Shiba Inu Club of Great Britain has been promoting the Shiba steadily  since its inception. Its fortune has been the devoted interest of experienced dog breeders and judges, who have led the way for the Shiba in Britain.







WORLD DOMINATION 


The Shiba has begun its campaign of “world domination” and fanciers around the globe unite in their admiration for this Nipponese treasure chest! Down Under breeder, judge and author Arthur Lane was cast under the Shiba’s spell in the mid 1970s and since has founded a successful Shiba kennel in Australia. Many Shibas have been imported from Japan and the UK to establish bloodlines in Australia.


The first Shibas on continental Europe entered Sweden in 1972. Credit is given to the Manloten kennels of Mr. and Mrs. Carolsson. European neighbors soon followed, and imports from England, Japan and the US went to Holland, Denmark, France, Italy and Norway. At most FCI shows on the Continent, a strong Shiba entry is present to represent the breed.
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This class of Shibas is competing at the famous Crufts Dog Show in Birmingham, England.
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Dancing on her twos, Kabuki is quite an entertaining Shiba. The Shiba Inu’s balance and agility, like the breed’s spirit and good nature, are impressive.









CHARACTERISTICS OF THE


SHIBA INU


The essence of the Japanese Shiba is quite ineffable… like translating an ancient haiku into English… or describing the knowing glint in your Shiba’s deep brown eyes. In the Shiba Inu, there is a purity, a nobility, an essence that is remarkably perfect, remarkably Japanese. Like a tiny sculpture or painting rendered by a skilled Asian craftsman, like an impeccably pruned bonsai tree cultivated by a Japanese gardener, so too is the miniature Japanese wonder we call Shiba Inu.


That the Shiba is a pure-bred dog of ancient lineage cannot be challenged. When an uninformed onlooker first eyes the Shiba, it is clear to even him that this is a special and wondrous canine. By definition, the Shiba is “small” and “well balanced.” Balance and harmony, in all great art as in Japanese dogs, are absolute essentials, and the Shiba must be properly proportioned, in head and in expression, in body and in spirit.
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sanshu

Kai

Kishu

Hokkaido/
Ainu

Akita

SIZE
165 in

1722in

16220

18-23in

1722in

1822 in

2428in

COLORS
Red, red sesame,
black and tan

White, fawn, tan, gray, pied
Fawn, red, black & tan, tan,
salt & pepper or pied

Black
brindle

indle, red brindle,

White

Red, fawn, black & tan

Any including brindle
or pinto

UTILITY
Small bird hunting/
companion

Deer hunting/
companion

Guarding/companion

Deer hunting

Herding/guarding

Bear and deer hunting/
guarding

Bear and boar hunting/
guarding
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nbalnce with the angutionf the foreqartes. i es are
strong withs widenatus sance. The hoc i s tang, uring
it innr ut. Uper highsarelongand the second tihs
shortbotwell deelped

Colo:Allcolors ae clesrand ntese, Th undercoats

verysiht duh ofbckGpping s emited o the back
and il
Hlckwithtan points and naf, Back s v
rownishcast. ot b, The bodene etween lckand
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e withno concentration o blackinany area.

Body: Dry and well
musced without the
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‘el ucked p. Back s firm,
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SHIBA INU

A KENNEL CLUB BOOK

Shiba Inu

s

A COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE TO
OWNING AND CARING FOR YOUR DOG
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