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Quick Reference Guide: Key Principles





Sun [image: ] – Self • Becoming • Core • Identity • Importance • Wants • Will • Father


Moon [image: ] – Needs • Feelings • Reactions • Security • Home • Past • Mother


Mercury [image: ] – Perceptions • Education • Connections • Language • Siblings


Venus [image: ] – Love • Relationships • Pleasure • Beauty • Values • Tastes


Mars [image: ] – Drive • Action • Assertion • Competition • Daring • Desire • Anger


Jupiter [image: ] – Growth • Abundance • Exploration • Meaning • Beliefs • Wisdom


Saturn [image: ] – Definition • Limits • Fear • Authority • Structure • Duty • Reality


Uranus [image: ] – Rebellion • Breaking Through/Away • Difference • Shocks


Neptune [image: ] – Transcendence • Fusion • Compassion • Sacrifice • Longing


Pluto [image: ] – Transformation • Taboos • Burial/Unearthing • Power • Intensity





• The Sun rules Leo [image: ] • The Moon rules Cancer [image: ]


• Mercury rules Gemini [image: ] and Virgo [image: ] • Venus rules Taurus [image: ] and Libra [image: ]


• Mars rules Aries [image: ] (and Scorpio [image: ]) • Jupiter rules Sagittarius [image: ] (and Pisces [image: ])


• Saturn rules Capricorn [image: ] (and Aquarius [image: ]) • Uranus rules Aquarius [image: ]


• Neptune rules Pisces [image: ] • Pluto rules Scorpio [image: ]





Aries [image: ] – Dynamic • Impatient • Bold • Independent • Pioneering


Taurus [image: ] – Steadfast • Pragmatic • Stoical • Sensual • Stable


Gemini [image: ] – Adaptable • Intellectual • Interested • Restless • Sociable


Cancer [image: ] – Sensitive • Nurturing • Tenacious • Protective • Home-orientated


Leo [image: ] – Proud • Playful • Dramatic • Romantic • Enthusiastic • Self-centred


Virgo [image: ] – Practical • Modest • Discriminating • Critical • Skilled • Observant


Libra [image: ] – Conciliatory • Fair • Harmonious • Relationship-orientated • Elegant


Scorpio [image: ] – Unflinching • Suspicious • Subtle • Secretive • Insightful • Deep


Sagittarius [image: ] – Questing • Sincere • Optimistic • Generous • Nomadic


Capricorn [image: ] – Disciplined • Responsible • Industrious • Careful • Controlled


Aquarius [image: ] – Humane • Detached • Friendly • Eccentric • Independent


Pisces [image: ] – Unworldly • Elusive • Impressionable • Idealistic • Imaginative










Fire Signs (Spirit) [image: ] Self-generating, ardent, enthusiastic, idealistic, visionary, inspiring, open, intuitive, dramatic, subjective. At best: confident, warm, optimistic, spontaneous, generous, trusting, playful, faith-orientated. At worst: attention-seeking, irresponsible, insensitive, immature, bombastic, unrealistic, domineering, out of touch with body and material world; needs containing and grounding. Lack of: may be apathetic, detached, unmotivated, lacking beliefs or meaning; in need of play.


Earth Signs (Body) [image: ] Practical, productive, sensual, constructive, persistent, realistic, grounded, dependable, instinctive. At best: stable, disciplined, living naturally in accordance with the limitations of life, placid, enduring, organic. At worst: materialistic, overly security-conscious, bogged down, lacking vision, out of touch with intangibles; needs ideals/magic/play. Lack of: may be disorganised, compulsive, disconnected from body and material world; in need of routine/ritual.


Air (Mind) [image: ] Ideas-orientated, sociable, curious, analytical, logical, observant, rational, communicative. At best: reasonable, objective, cooperative, fair, tolerant, aware of alternatives. At worst: cold, overly abstract, lofty, disconnected, out of touch/has difficulty with emotions/empathy; needs soul/feeling situations. Lack of: may be irrational/illogical, gets overwhelmed, distrustful of own voice; in need of study/reason.


Water (Soul) [image: ] Subtle, responsive, sympathetic, imaginative, fluid, impressionable, private, emotional, subjective, healing. At best: nurturing, sensitive, compassionate, in touch with gut instincts. At worst: overly vulnerable, dependent, boundaryless, unreasonable, insecure, difficulty being separate; needs containment and rationality. Lack of: may have difficulty empathizing and be unresponsive or inhumane; in need of feeling/cleansing situations.


If an element is missing or greatly under-represented in the horoscope, it may function in an unstable/creative/neurotic fashion. We can deny, repress, project, sublimate or overcompensate in this area, with correspondingly interesting results.








Cardinal Signs [image: ] Hinges of the year (equinoxes and solstices) and the day (dawn, noon, sunset, midnight) • Initiation • Doing • Challenge • Externalization • Dislikes or undervalues passivity • Action • Gets on top of things


Well-developed Self-motivated, a ‘doer’, able to initiate, goal-directed, good in crisis, in touch with ‘here and now’ Over-developed Starts but doesn’t complete, can’t cooperate, focus is only on the here and now, crisis-junkies Under-developed Lacks initiative, needs kick start, avoids crisis at all costs, dodges ‘real life’


Fixed Signs [image: ] Beltane, Lammas, Halloween, Candlemas • Security • Stabilization • Sustaining • Concentrating • Preserving • Loyalty • Power • Determination • Stamina • Satisfaction of Desires and Values • Dislike of change or letting go • Attachment


Well-developed Determined, self-willed, reliable, enduring, sticks at things, has great reserves of energy, resists change Over-developed Obstinate, inflexible, wilful, implacable, overly rigid or tenacious, stuck in ruts, unable to adapt, inert, conserves rather than uses Under-developed Vacillating, without staying power, irresolute, inconstant, lacking willpower, sticks at nothing and gets blown every which way


Mutable Signs [image: ] Bridging seasons • Adaptability • Adjustment • Transition • Maintenance • Gaining learning and experience • Service • Flow • Impermanence • Inclusiveness • Process • Restlessness • Meandering/wandering • Going around things


Well-developed Flexibility, willingness, co-operation, co-existence, adjusting with ease, orientated towards inclusion, often a seeking/searching quality Over-developed Very yielding and malleable, unable to exclude, adjusts inappropriately, difficulty saying no, possibly scattered/lacking in direction Under-developed Uncooperative, can’t adjust or accommodate and usually has a problem with moving goal posts







1st House – Identity • Approach • Image • Persona • Lens • Surface • Beginnings


2nd House – Values • Security • Possessions • Money • Self-worth • Tastes • Resources


3rd House – Mind • Communications • School • Siblings • Networking • Environs


4th House – Home • Roots • Foundations • Privacy • Retreat • Ancestry • Parents


5th House – Creativity • Recreation • Romance • Children • Fun • Self-expression


6th House – Work • Rituals • Health • Service • Daily Life • Mind/Body Links


7th House – Partnerships • Relationships • The Other • Projections/Attractions


8th House – Shared Resources • Death • Sex • Inheritance • Mystery • Occult


9th House – Higher Education • Beliefs/Meaning • Law • Principles • Morality • Travel


10th House – Career • Profession • Authority • Status • Public Role • Parents


11th House – Groups • Friends • Projects • Kindred Spirits • Community


12th House – Seclusion • Institutions • Threshold of individual/collective subconscious






Exploring the Components of the Birth Chart 
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ARIES: Planets in the first sign often do like to win, since Aries adds a competitive streak. It also variously lends boldness, impatience, heat and speed. Independence and dynamism are usually present, as is a pioneering spirit.
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TAURUS: Planets here usually display more tenacity. Taurus can stabilise, slow down or ground what it touches. Tactile, sensual and practical, planets here are usually more attuned to the physical, material and tangible sides of life.
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GEMINI: This sign tends to make a planet more versatile, articulate and curious. Gemini adds wit, dexterity and the ability to move nimbly back and forth. Planets here make connections easily and enjoy reasoning and debate.
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CANCER: Planets here may be orientated towards security, belonging and closeness. Cancer adds protectiveness and will often gravitate towards nurturing and feeding. Home and family are usually important concepts and sensitivity is highlighted.
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LEO: Pride can naturally surface in connection to our Leo placements. The sign can inject drama, romance, enthusiasm and charisma, along with a certain amount of attention-seeking. Planets here often respond well to being noticed and appreciated.
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VIRGO: The sixth sign lends industry and willing. Planets here often like to be of service and are naturally considerate and modest, sometimes self-deprecating. Virgo lends a real eye for detail, an ability to classify, discriminate, perfect and analyse.
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LIBRA: Harmony, balance and diplomacy are usually to the fore with these placements. Relationships are central and partnership emphasized. Libra is big on aesthetics and planets here are very aware of image. There may be a natural desire to please.
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SCORPIO: This sign adds depth and intensity. Planets here may be more secretive or hidden, but are usually also quite powerful and passionate. There is an attunement to enigma, mystery and complexity. Scorpio deals comfortably with life’s darker sides.
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SAGITTARIUS: Breadth of scope and a naturally philosophical leaning tend to accompany planets in Sag. Enthusiasm, wanderlust and the desire to teach/preach are often marked. The focus is on the bigger picture and the higher principles informing it.
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CAPRICORN: Planets here usually display discipline, responsibility and a certain amount of seriousness. Ambition can be strong, as can maturity. Lessons around time are often key, and hard work/application is second nature.
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AQUARIUS: The eleventh sign tends to display qualities associated with freedom, individuality and progress. Truth and honesty are important to planets here, as well as a sense of being part of a larger group. Friendliness and openness are usually strong.
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PISCES: Planets here can be softened or made more subtle. Pisces adds imagination, compassion and empathy and tends to erode boundaries. Dreamy, mystical, poetic and/or vague, the sign responds best to some kind of higher service.
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The Sun (rules Leo)


Moves through the entire zodiac in 365.25 days, approx. a month in each sign (i.e. one degree per day).
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The Moon (rules Cancer)


Moves through the zodiac in approx. 27.3 days, approx. 2.5 days in each sign (on average 13 degrees a day, approx. 1 degree every two hours).
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Mercury (rules Gemini and Virgo)


Never more than 28° from our Sun (no more than 1 sign away). 88 days to orbit the Sun but its motion ensures it takes a year to travel through the zodiac.
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Venus (rules Taurus and Libra)


Never more than 48° from our Sun (no more than 2 signs away). 225 days to orbit the Sun but its motion means it takes approx. a year to travel the zodiac (1 month per sign).
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Mars (rules Aries and Scorpio)


687 days to orbit the Sun, almost two months in each sign.
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Jupiter (rules Sagittarius and the traditional ruler of Pisces)


11.86 years to orbit the Sun, approx. 1 year in each sign.
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Saturn (rules Capricorn and the traditional ruler of Aquarius)


29.46 years to orbit the Sun, approximately 2.5 years in each sign.
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Uranus (rules Aquarius)


84 years to orbit the Sun, approximately 7 years in each sign.
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Neptune (rules Pisces)


Almost 165 years to orbit the Sun, approx. 14 years in each sign.
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Pluto (rules Scorpio)


248 years to orbit the Sun; from 12 to 32 years in each sign.









[image: ] Sun – Moon [image: ]













	Wants

	Needs






	Conscious

	Unconscious






	Future

	Past






	Father

	Mother






	Heart

	Soul






	Fire

	Water






	Gold

	Silver






	Day

	Night






	Light

	Dark






	Purpose/Goal

	Connection/Shared goal






	Will

	Instinct






	Individual Identity

	Collective Identity






	Ruler

	People






	Awake

	Asleep






	Actions

	Reactions






	External Self-expression

	 






	 

	Internal (Emotional) Expression






	Masculine Power

	Feminine Power






	Distinctions

	Cyclical






	Yang

	Yin






	Order

	Chaos






	Separation

	Togetherness






	Radiating

	Merging






	Heroic Quest

	Pull of the Familiar
















[image: ] Venus – Mars [image: ]













	Harmony

	Discord






	Co-operation

	Individualism






	Love

	Lust






	Anima

	Animus






	Receiving

	Taking






	Inwards

	Outwards






	Sweet

	Sharp






	Soft/passive

	Hard/Active






	Gentle

	Fast/Forceful






	Comfort

	Roughing It






	Ease/Grace

	Force/Anger






	Peace

	Struggle/Fighting






	Delicacy

	Crudity/Strength






	Voice/dance

	Muscle/Drum






	Sharing

	Selfish/Me-first






	Relating

	Competition






	Tact

	Honesty






	Culture

	Wildness
















[image: ] Jupiter – Saturn [image: ]













	Expansion

	Contraction






	Vision

	Reality






	Confidence

	Fear






	Faith

	Doubt






	Openness

	Barriers/Defences






	Indulgence

	Asceticism/Abstinence






	Abundance

	Limitation






	Teaching Inspiration


	 






	 

	Teaching Lessons of Experience







	Lightness/Buoyancy

	Weight/Burden






	Careless/Carefree

	Serious/Thorough






	Restlessness

	Endurance






	Entertainment

	Hard Work






	Reward

	Discipline/Earned






	Impractical

	Practical






	Unreliable

	Reliable






	Breadth

	Definition






	Conscience

	Guilt






	Excess

	Control






	Irresponsible

	Responsible






	Discovery

	Rules/Formulas






	Luck

	Gains Through Hard Work
















[image: ] Chiron – Some Keywords


Loss • Suffering • Commitment to life • Sacrifice • The Wounded Healer, woundedness and ‘the wounds that make us wise’ (Howard Sasportas) • Awareness of mortality • Disability • The outsider or exile • Shaman • Teaching/fostering wisdom • Bringing together disparate opposites • Re-connecting with the instincts • Rites of passage • Accepting the unacceptable • The wound we cannot heal in ourselves but with which we can teach/help others to heal in themselves




 





Themes and keywords for Chiron are from the following books: Chiron and the Healing Journey (Starwalker Press, 2010) by Melanie Reinhart and The Contemporary Astrologer's Handbook (Flare, 2007) by Sue Tompkins


Mercury Retrograde


by Frank C. Clifford


Here’s a quick guide to handling the most notorious optical illusion we face every 3–4 months, 3–4 times a year for approximately 3 weeks per period. Here’s what to do:


 




	Rest/reflect/recharge batteries, enjoy mental downtime/time out, retreat from urban life and get some healthy distance/space from the professional conveyor belt, stop and smell the roses.


	Revise opinions, readjust priorities, check and reconfirm, and read the fine print (but sign later!) – make the decisions that you’ve been putting off.


	Check, rearrange, re-explore, reorganize material. Retrograde means ‘second chance’.


	Research, investigate, gather information, re-evaluate, rethink recent decisions and perhaps return to an approach that worked in the past, avoid long-term decisions, review/edit/sharpen work and spot mistakes made.


	Clean up, do maintenance/repair work, catch up on filing/emails/writing and reconnect with friends and restore old friendships.


	If you do get thrown for a loop, take a step back and look at the problem objectively (Mercury’s function) and work with it or go with the flow – ‘this too shall pass’.















	
2015 Start period


	End period

	Range in Zodiac

	
Return to [image: ]







	     

	21 January

	11 February

	17 Aquarius back to 1 Aquarius

	    

	3 Mar






	 

	19 May

	11 June

	13 Gemini back to 4 Gemini

	 

	27 June






	 

	17 September

	9 October

	15 Libra back to 0 Libra

	 

	24 Oct






	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 






	
2016 Start period


	End period

	Range in Zodiac

	
Return to [image: ]







	 

	5 January

	25 January

	1 Aquarius back to 14 Capricorn

	 

	14 Feb






	 

	28 April

	22 May

	23 Taurus back to 14 Taurus

	 

	7 June






	 

	30 August

	22 September

	29 Virgo back to 14 Virgo

	 

	6 Oct






	 

	19 December

	8 January 2017

	15 Capricorn back to 28 Sagittarius

	 

	27 Jan 2017






	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 






	
2017 Start period


	End period

	Range in Zodiac

	
Return to [image: ]







	 

	10 April

	3 May

	4 Taurus back to 24 Aries

	 

	21 May






	 

	13 August

	5 September

	11 Virgo back to 28 Leo

	 

	19 Sep






	 

	3 December

	23 December

	29 Sagittarius back to 13 Sagittarius

	 

	10 Jan 2018






	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 






	
2018 Start period


	End period

	Range in Zodiac

	
Return to [image: ]







	 

	23 March

	15 April

	16 Aries back to 4 Aries

	 

	3 May






	 

	26 July

	19 August

	23 Leo back to 11 Leo

	 

	2 Sep






	 

	17 November

	6 December

	13 Sagittarius back to 27 Scorpio

	 

	24 Dec






	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 






	
2019 Start period


	End period

	Range in Zodiac

	
Return to [image: ]







	 

	5 March

	28 March

	29 Pisces back to 16 Pisces

	 

	16 Apr






	 

	8 July

	1 August

	4 Leo back to 23 Cancer

	 

	15 Aug






	 

	31 October

	20 November

	27 Scorpio back to 11 Scorpio

	 

	7 Dec






	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 






	
2020 Start period


	End period

	Range in Zodiac

	
Return to [image: ]







	 

	17 February

	10 March

	12 Pisces back to 28 Aquarius

	 

	30 Mar






	 

	18 June

	12 July

	14 Cancer back to 5 Cancer

	 

	26 July






	 

	14 October

	3 November

	11 Scorpio back to 25 Libra

	 

	19 Nov
















The Outer Planets Through The Signs (20th Century to present)


The sign placements of the outer planets can be viewed as operating on two levels. The first is the backdrop of the times we are born into; in other words, the major headlines of that era. The second is a deeper and more personal level, comparable to a seed that is planted within us which flowers only when we start making an impact on our wider world. So, while describing the times on a large scale as they pass through each zodiac sign, the outer planets also function as a kind of collective/group ‘myth’ for each generation, reflecting the attitudes and concerns that they will bring to bear on the world they themselves go on to create (by which time the real-time planet has actually moved on to another part of the zodiac). It is important to bear in mind that the individual house in which an outer planet falls is the most powerful arena for it to express its themes, followed by the house which starts in the sign it rules.
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Aspect lines show angular
links (by degree) between
parts of the chart. Blue
ones are soft/flowing, red
are hard/challenging.

A planet showing how far it has travelled
through its sign (in this case, the Moon
is at 15 degrees, 44 minutes in Scorpio).
Planets move at different speeds through
the zodiac, depending on how close they
are to the Earth. Some planets have a &

to be moving backwards from our
viewpoint on Earth.

The Ascendant (ASC — the
‘rising sign’) begins the 1st
House and is the starting point
of the whole chart. In a 24 hour
period, all signs will rise (but
usually at different speeds). In
this chart, 13°10” Sagittarius

is ‘rising’. The ASC is exactly
opposite the Descendant
(DSC). The other two angles
form the axis of the MC (the
Midheaven) and the IC (Imum
Coeli). In the Equal system of
house division, these points do

not start the 10th/4th houses. ) N
Each sign of

A house of the horoscope (from the zodiac
1 to 12 in an anti-clockwise (in an anti-
direction). In the Equal House clockwise

(EQHS) system, the 2nd house is order from
exactly 30 degrees on from the Ist Aries to

I e The sign, degrees and minutes of a house cusp. " .
i?rzf’ dzgcillsgzl;?;gg:b:f It;ollow In this case, 13°10° Pisces begins the 4th house Pisces) is 30°
& (note that in EQHS this is exactly 90° — three of space.

begins — is on the ‘cusp’ of — the -
next house at that same degree). signs —from the Ascendant).
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This is an example of a chart
calculated in a Quadrant
system of house division
where the all-important four
angles (the thicker house
cusps on the chart) begin the
‘angular” houses: 1st, 4th, 7th,
10th. In this case, the house
system is Placidus. Note that
the houses are unequal in size
(e.g. the 2nd and 8th are large,
but the 6th and 12th are small),
so there may be ‘intercepted
signs’ (i.e. pairs of opposite
signs — Leo and Aquarius in
this horoscope — that are totally
enclosed in a house; simply
put, they are not on the cusp of
a house). When a pair of signs
is intercepted, another pair of
signs elsewhere will be on the
cusp of two houses (in this
example, Taurus and Scorpio
both begin the 5th-6th and
11th—12th houses respectively).
All signs referred to have been
circled here.
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