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What is the Bible?



The Protestant Bible is made up of a “library” of 66 books, 39 in the Old Testament, 27 in the New. The Roman Catholic New Testament contains exactly the same books as the Protestant New Testament, but the Catholic Old Testament consists of 46 books.





The Old Testament


The writings of the Old Testament first appeared as separate scrolls in Hebrew. We do not know exactly how or when they were first gathered into a single volume. But there is clear evidence that books, as we know them, first appeared during the first and second centuries AD (see the section titled How the Bible came down to us on page 177). We also need to remember that, before the Old Testament Hebrew Scriptures were written down, there were likely many centuries when traditions were passed on by word of mouth, or “orally.” The patriarch, Abraham, for example, probably lived during the period 2000–1800 BC. From his time on, it is believed traditions about the divine Covenant were preserved orally until the time of Moses (c. mid-2nd millennium BC), who is accepted as the editor and recorder of the first Hebrew Scriptures.


The books of the Old Testament vary in authorship and style, and can be divided into four main groupings:




	
Law

Sometimes called the “Books of Moses” or the Pentateuch—“five scrolls.” The Jews call these five books the “Torah,” Hebrew for instruction. They contain all the details of the Law Covenant that governed all aspects of daily life for God’s people.




	
History

Books that trace the story of God’s people from their entry into the Promised Land to the Exile.




	
Poetry and wisdom

Books full of proverbs, riddles, parables, warnings, and wise sayings.




	
Prophecy

God’s prophets explain what happened in the past, speak out against evil in the present, and foretell what God will do in the future.













The Apocrypha


The Apocrypha is a collection of books, and additions to Old Testament books, written between 300 BC and AD 100. They are sometimes also known as “deuterocanonical” books—belonging to a second “canon” of Scripture. These writings were not accepted by the Jews as part of their Scripture, and most Protestant churches do not accept them either. Some are included in the Roman Catholic Bible.


These books are interesting and valuable historical documents, and range from historical narratives to pious fiction.








The New Testament


The 27 books of the New Testament were written in Greek. Like the Old Testament, they can be divided into different types of writing:




	
History

The book of Acts and the four Gospels. The Gospels are not simply historical records; they form portraits of Jesus as the Messiah and were written to persuade readers to believe in Jesus.




	
Letters

In older Bibles they are often called “epistles.” They include the Apostle Paul’s letters to groups of Christians or churches in various cities, Paul’s letters to individual Christians, and letters written by other apostles.




	
Revelation

This book opens with letters to seven different churches in Asia Minor, urging them to remain constant in their faith in the midst of severe persecution. The book continues with disturbing visions about the Last Days. However, importantly, the visions begin and end with the clear message that the Kingdom of God will endure forever.


















Ten major discoveries in biblical archaeology





1. The Nag Hammadi Library


In 1945 two peasants discovered a thirteen-volume library of Coptic texts hidden under a boulder near the town of Nag Hammadi, upper Egypt. This reintroduced the largely forgotten, heretical Gnostic beliefs in early Christianity.







2. ‘Ain Dara Temple


A temple in northern Syria that is the most similar known structure to Solomon’s Temple. Its plan, size, date, and architectural details are typical of sacred architecture of the area between the tenth and the eighth centuries BC.







3. Tel Dan “David” Stela


A ninth-century BC inscription that provides the first evidence for King David outside of the Bible.







4. Mona Lisa of Galilee


More than sixteen centuries after an earthquake destroyed the Roman city of Sepphoris, west of the Sea of Galilee, this richly colored mosaic portrait of an unnamed woman was discovered among the ruins.







5. Peter’s House


This simple first-century AD home in Capernaum may have been occupied by Jesus during his Galilean ministry. It seems to have become a place for gatherings linked with Jesus and his disciple Peter.







6. Siloam Pool


In 2004, archaeologists excavated part of this monumental pool south of Jerusalem’s Temple Mount, on the ridge known as the City of David. This is where Jesus restored the sight of a blind man, in John’s Gospel.







7. Ashkelon’s Arched Gate


The oldest known monumental arch, built during the Middle Bronze Age, circa 1850 BC, and discovered in southern Israel in 1992.







8. The Dead Sea Scrolls


This hugely important library of more than 800 manuscripts, most likely belonging to the Jewish sect of the Essenes, dates from between c. 250 BC and AD 68. They were discovered in 1947 by a Bedouin shepherd in caves near the Dead Sea, and give unique insights into contemporary Judaism, religious culture, and the Bible.







9. Two synagogues at Magdala


Mary Magdalene is usually thought to mean “Mary of Magdala”. At the site of Magdala a synagogue dating to AD 50–100 BC was discovered in 2009, and a second synagogue dating to the same period in 2021. This was the first time two synagogues of this period have been found at one site.







10. Siloam Inscription, Hezekiah’s Tunnel, Jerusalem


Discovered by two boys playing in the tunnel in 1880, this inscription describes the moment when quarrymen from each end met in the middle, throwing light on 2 Kings 20:20.
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Siloam inscription.














The Books of the Old Testament





Genesis


The beginnings, describes creation, the rebellion and sin of man, and the early history of God’s people, through whom he introduces his plan of redemption via his covenant with Adam at creation, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.







Exodus


The story of Israel’s escape from Egypt and the leadership of Moses; God’s covenant with Israel; the giving of the Law; and the construction of the Tabernacle.







Leviticus


The laws through which God’s people can worshipfully approach, and sustain fellowship with God.







Numbers


A census of the people and their wanderings in the wilderness, as God prepares them to enter the Promised Land.







Deuteronomy


Before his death, Moses emphasizes the covenant and the Law to the people.







Joshua


Israel enters Canaan and divides the land among the tribes.







Judges


The story of the Israelites in Canaan as they learn that turning from God leads to oppression by enemies, followed by repentance and deliverance through a judge.







Ruth


A story of tragedy and love in the lives of ancestors of David—a story of redemption that points to Jesus.







1 Samuel


The history of Israel from the rule of Samuel, the last judge, to the reign of King Saul.







2 Samuel


The record of David’s reign.







1 and 2 Kings


The last days of David’s reign through the reign of his son, Solomon, and the division of the kingdom, after which both kingdoms are presented in chronological order until the release of Jehoiachin from prison in Babylon, about 561 BC.







1 and 2 Chronicles


The official histories of the kingdoms of Judah and Israel, including the genealogies and history, from the reigns of David and Solomon through the captivity.







Ezra


The return of the Jews from Babylonian captivity and rebuilding of the Jerusalem temple.







Nehemiah


A further account of the return from exile; the rebuilding of the walls of Jerusalem and the renewal of the covenant.







Esther


The story of a Jewess who becomes Queen of Persia and saves her people from destruction, foiling the plot of Haman the Agagite, a Persian courtier who hated the Jewish people.







Job


The sufferings and faith of a man who learns to accept the—sometimes baffling—will of God.







Psalms


Poems, prayers, and praises written by David and others.







Proverbs


The wise and practical sayings of Solomon and other wise men.







Ecclesiastes


How the search for happiness and satisfaction in earthly things apart from God always ends in futility.
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Camp at Mount Sinai.










Song of Songs


A love song recounting the courtship and marriage of a man and a woman, illustrating the relationship between God and his people, and Christ and his church.







Isaiah


Prophecies concerning Judah and Jerusalem, vivid messages of redemption for God’s people, and hope for a Messiah.







Jeremiah


Prophecies predicting the fall of Judah, the people’s sufferings, and exile at the hands of the Babylonian armies; and, finally, the overthrow of their enemies.







Lamentations


Grief for the fall of Jerusalem and destruction of the Temple by the Babylonians.







Ezekiel


God’s judgment on the Jews and messages of comfort, along with promises of renewal in the midst of their Babylonian captivity. 







Daniel


Some of the events of the captivity, and prophecies of Christ and the end-times.







Hosea


Hosea’s grief over his unfaithful wife illustrates God’s relationship with Israel.







Joel


God’s judgment of Judah—and the blessings that will follow repentance.







Amos


Judgment against Israel because of idolatry and the oppression of the poor, and against surrounding nations—with glimpses of the Messiah’s kingdom.







Obadiah


Prophecies of the destruction of Edom, and the deliverance that will be found in Zion.







Jonah


The story of the prophet Jonah, and God’s mercy toward nations that are willing to repent—such as the Assyrian city of Nineveh.







Micah


Judgment on Israel and Judah; the prediction of restoration and the Messiah’s reign.







Nahum


Prediction of the downfall of Assyria.







Habakkuk


Prediction of the Babylonian invasion, the destruction of Babylon, and restoration of God’s people.







Zephaniah


Prediction of the overthrow of Judah because of idolatry, pride, and materialism; a foreshadowing of the ultimate deliverance and restoration of God’s people.







Haggai


Prophecies and exhortations about the rebuilding of the Temple.







Zechariah


Prophecies about rebuilding the Temple, the coming of the Messiah, and the triumph of the kingdom of God.







Malachi


Judgment for Israel’s sins, and predictions of blessings for the repentant; and the coming of Christ.











The ten oldest men in the Bible





Methuselah


969 years


GENESIS 5:21–27







Jared


962 years


GENESIS 5:18–20







Noah


950 years


GENESIS 9:29







Adam


930 years


GENESIS 5:5







Seth


912 years


GENESIS 5:8







Cainan/Kenan


910 years


GENESIS 5:9–14







Enos


905 years


GENESIS 5:6–11







Mahalalel/Mahalaleel


895 years


GENESIS 5:12–17







Lamech


777 years


GENESIS 5:31







Enoch


365 years—after which “he was not”


GENESIS 5:18–24
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Zechariah.














Some Bible Firsts





First man


Adam







First woman


Eve







First child


Cain







First death


Abel







First person not to die


Enoch







First clothes


aprons of fig leaves







First boat


the ark







First twins


Esau and Jacob







First king


Melchizedek of Salem







First king of Israel


Saul







First disciples of Jesus


Peter and Andrew







First of Jesus’ miracles


turning water to wine at Cana







First Christian martyr


Stephen
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Adam and Eve.












Genesis





Author


Moses.







Date


Between 1520 and 1400 BC.







Outline


The story of humankind 1:1–11.30


The story of Abraham 11:31–25:18


The story of Isaac 25:19–27:40


The story of Jacob 27:41–37:1


The story of Joseph 37:2–50:26







Purpose


Genesis gives the origin of all things, both the cosmic order of the universe and the covenant relationship of God’s people, via the persons of Adam, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. We find the beginning of the heavens and the earth, but also the origin of nations, with God’s choice of the Hebrews as the people through whom the redeemer will come to the world. Genesis is the foundation upon which all revelation rests.







Author


The book of Genesis is part of the larger collection of books known as the Pentateuch. Moses is traditionally recognized as the author of the first five books of the Bible, called the Torah, the law of Moses, or Book of Moses.
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God’s promise to Abram (GENESIS 15:5).












Major themes in Genesis






Origin of Creation


The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob created the heavens and the earth and everything in it. The origin of the God-man relationship; Eden, a bliss-filled paradise, the home of Adam and Eve; and the origins of sin and ensuing fallout. Because Adam and Eve ate what was forbidden, sin, pain, and death entered the world. Yet, from the beginning, God had a plan to rescue humanity.








Blessed to be a blessing


“Blessing” holds Genesis together and connects it to the rest of the Hebrew Scriptures. For instance, God blessed Joseph, and in turn blessed his life, the lives of his family, and the lives of the nations.








Origin of God’s people, expressed in the revelation of the Divine Covenant



Genesis 12 is a sort of second creation account, in which God’s holy people are “created” through an act of grace. Abram, who became Abraham, is invited into a loving covenant relationship in order to birth a nation.








Faith in God’s promises


Perhaps the greatest hero of faith is Abraham.








History of God’s redemption


Father God did what any good father would do when a child fails: he assured them of his love. This love was expressed via the unveiling of his plan of redemption.










The days of Creation





Day 1


Light was created and separated from darkness to make day and night.


GENESIS 1:3–5







Day 2


God made the sky to separate the water on earth from the water above.


GENESIS 1:6–8







Day 3


Water on earth was gathered to form seas separate from land. Vegetation was created, and able to reproduce from seeds.


GENESIS 1:9–13







Day 4


Heavenly bodies—sun, moon, and stars—were created to provide light and to mark the seasons.


GENESIS 1:14–19







Day 5


Birds and fish.


GENESIS 1:20–23







Day 6


God created land creatures, and finally humankind—male and female.


GENESIS 1:24–2:1







Day 7


God rested.


GENESIS 2:2–3
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Creation.
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The first generations





Adam


The first person created by God. When he ate the forbidden fruit, he brought sin into the world, and, with Eve, had to leave the Garden of Eden.


GENESIS 2–3; LUKE 3:38; ROMANS 5:14–19; 1 CORINTHIANS 15:22, 45







Eve


The first woman, and mother of all human beings. Tempted by the serpent, she disobeyed God and gave Adam forbidden fruit to eat.


GENESIS 2:18–3:20







Cain


Adam and Eve’s eldest son. God rejected his offering of produce, but accepted his brother’s sacrifice. This so enraged Cain that he murdered Abel.


GENESIS 4:1–25; HEBREWS 11:4







Abel


Adam and Eve’s second son, murdered by his jealous brother, Cain.


GENESIS 4:1–25; HEBREWS 11:4







Noah


The only blameless man in a corrupt world. On God’s instructions, he built an ark in which he and his family were kept safe during the great flood.


GENESIS 5–9; LUKE 3:36; 1 PETER 3:20; 2 PETER 2:5
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Entering Noah’s ark.








Ham


Probably Noah’s second son.


GENESIS 5:32; 9:18–10:6







Shem


Noah’s eldest son, an ancestor of Jesus.


GENESIS 5:32; 9:18–23; 10:21–29; 11:10–26; LUKE 3:36







Japheth


Probably Noah’s youngest son.


GENESIS 5:32; 9:18–23; 10:2–5







Methuselah


969 when he died; renowned for being the oldest man to have lived.


GENESIS 5:21–27; LUKE 3:37







Enoch


One of only two people—the other is Elijah—translated to heaven without dying.


GENESIS 5:18–24







Job


A godly man who endured terrible, undeserved sufferings. He lost his family, wealth, status, and health. Three friends—Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar—tried unsuccessfully to advise him, as did a younger man, Elihu. Nothing helped, until he humbled himself before God.


JOB 1–42
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Jacob and Isaac.








Abraham (Abram)


Abraham was originally known as Abram (Genesis 11–14), but then God changed his name to Abraham (meaning “Father of many nations”), after promising to confirm his divine covenant with the patriarch (Genesis 17:5). Abraham was the founder of the Jewish nation. Answering God’s call, he set off from Ur and traveled to Canaan. He believed God’s promise that a great nation would descend from him.


GENESIS 11:10–25:11; MATTHEW 1:1–2; ACTS 7:2–3; HEBREWS 11:8–19







Sarah


Abraham’s wife, mother of Isaac in old age.


GENESIS 17:1–18:15; 20:1–21:7; HEBREWS 11:11; 1 PETER 3:6







Terah


Born in Ur, he traveled with his son Abram, to Haran, where he died.


GENESIS 11:24–32; LUKE 3:34







Lot


Abraham’s nephew, who chose to live in the evil, immoral town of Sodom, escaping just before it was destroyed.


GENESIS 11:31–14:16; 19







Isaac


The long-awaited son whom God had promised to Abraham and Sarah. As a boy, he went with Abraham to Mount Moriah to be sacrificed, but was spared at the last moment. Isaac and his wife, Rebekah, had twin sons, Esau and Jacob. In his old age, Isaac was tricked by Jacob—his younger son—into giving him the blessing he had reserved for Esau, his first-born son.


GENESIS 21:1–27:40; MATTHEW 1:2









Jacob


The son of Isaac and Rebekah, and younger twin brother of Esau, whom he supplanted to inherit God’s blessing. Jacob escaped to Mesopotamia, where he married his uncle Laban’s two daughters, Leah and Rachel. As he returned to Canaan, he wrestled with an angel and was renamed Israel. His sons were the founders of the twelve tribes of Israel.


GENESIS 25:21–35:29; 37:1; 42:1–50:14







Rachel


Jacob worked for Laban for fourteen years to gain his daughter Rachel in marriage. Joseph and Benjamin were their sons.


GENESIS 29–30; 35:16–20







Leah


Laban’s eldest daughter, passed off to Jacob as a wife by her father. Mother of Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, and Zebulun.


GENESIS 29–31; 33–35; 46; 49







Bilhah


Jacob also kept Bilhah—Rachel’s maidservant—as a concubine, who bore two sons to him: Dan and Naphtali.


GENESIS 35:25







Zilpah


Jacob also kept Zilpah—Leah’s maidservant—as a concubine, who bore two sons to him: Gad and Asher.


GENESIS 35:26







Rebekah


The wife of Isaac. Rebekah suggested Jacob should trick Isaac into giving him his blessing.


GENESIS 24–28







Esau


The son of Isaac and Rebekah, elder twin of Jacob, and a skillful hunter. He was the founder of the nation of Edom.


GENESIS 25:1–28:9; 32–33; 36; HEBREWS 12:16–17







Hagar


Sarah’s servant, and Abraham’s secondary wife. When Ishmael was born to Hagar and Abraham, the childless Sarah was jealous of Hagar. After Isaac was born, Hagar and Ishmael were sent away.


GENESIS 16; 21:8–21; GALATIANS 4:21–31







Ishmael


The son of Hagar. Sarah made Abraham expel Ishmael and Hagar into the desert, where an angel led them to water. Ishmael had twelve sons.


GENESIS 16–17; 25:12–18; 1 CHRONICLES 1:28–31







Melchizedek


The king of Salem (Jerusalem), priest of the most high God, he blessed Abraham. Melchizedek was a prophetic symbol of Jesus Christ, who was both king and priest. One of the Bible’s most mysterious figures.


GENESIS 14:18–20; PSALM 110:4; HEBREWS 5:6; 7
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Jacob’s dream.












Abraham’s Timeline









	Event


	Age


	Reference in Genesis











	Abram departs from Haran, enters Canaan


	75


	12:4–5







	Abram fathers Ishmael with Hagar


	85–86


	16:3–4







	Abraham fathers Isaac with Sarah


	100


	21:5







	Abraham’s wife Sarah dies


	137


	23:1–2







	Abraham’s son Isaac marries Rebekah


	140


	25:20


















The Abrahamic Covenant



God made his covenant with Abram when he was living in Ur of the Chaldees, promising a land, descendants, and blessing. 


GENESIS 12:1–3


Abram went with his family to Haran and lived there for a time, before leaving, aged seventy-five.


GENESIS 12:4–5


After Lot separated from Abram, God again promised the land to him and his descendants. 


GENESIS 13:14–17


This covenant was ratified when God passed between the sacrificial animals Abram laid before God. 


GENESIS 15:1–21


When Abram was ninety-nine, God renewed his covenant, and changed Abram’s name to Abraham (“father of a multitude/many nations”). The sign of the covenant: circumcision. 


GENESIS 17:1–27


Confirmation of the covenant because of Abraham’s obedience.


GENESIS 22:15–18








Exodus





Author


Moses.







Date


c. 1400/1200 BC.







Outline


Israel in Egypt 1:1–22


Moses the deliverer 2:1–4:31


Freedom from bondage 5:1–18:27


The law and the covenant 19:1–24:18


The construction of the Tabernacle 25:1–31:18; 35:1–40:38


Failure—and renewal 32:1–34:35











Major themes in Exodus






Freedom


Exodus opens with the Israelites under the yoke of slavery in Egypt. Their deliverance was not easily achieved, but when it happened it was complete.








The Lamb of God


The Passover lamb is a picture of the Lamb of God—an anticipation of the death of Jesus Christ, God’s Son, on the cross—a reminder that we have been released from the bondage of sin.








Law of the Covenant


The freed Hebrew slaves were reminded that God expects obedience to his covenant law. The ten commandments constitute a moral code for all people in all times.








Worship


After Israel had been set free they were told how to worship God. The Tabernacle was a visual reminder of God’s presence with his people.
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The Tabernacle.

















Who are the Pharaohs mentioned in Scripture?









	King


	Identity


	Scripture











	Unnamed


	Befriended Abraham and took Sarah into his household.


	Genesis 12:14–20







	Unnamed


	Put Joseph in charge of food supply in Egypt.


	Genesis 41:37–57







	Sety I (Sethos) 1291–79 BC


	Possibly the "New King" who was Pharaoh during the Hebrews’ slavery in Egypt.


	Exodus 1–14







	Rameses II 1279–12 BC


	Followed Sety I and may be the Pharaoh at the time of the Exodus.


	Exodus 1–14







	Unnamed


	Father of King Solomon’s Egyptian wife.


	1 Kings 3:1; 7:8







	Shishak 945–924 BC


	Raided the Jerusalem Temple in the reign of Rehoboam of Judah; let Jeroboam of Israel hide in his palace.


	1 Kings 14:25–26; 2 Chronicles 12:2–9







	727–720 BC


	Maybe Pharaoh Osorkon IV, sent a message by King Hoshea of Israel before the Israelites rebelled against the King of Assyria.


	2 Kings 17:1–4







	Tirhakah 690–664 BC


	"King of Ethiopia" who battled with Assyria during the reign of King Hezekiah of Judah.


	2 Kings 19:9; Isaiah 37:9







	Neco 610–595 BC


	Killed King Josiah of Judah at Megiddo, replaced Jehoahaz with Jehoiakim as Judah’s ruler, and was defeated by King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon.


	
2 Kings 23:29–34;


2 Chronicles 35:20–36:4








	Hophra 589–570 BC


	Prophet Jeremiah said Hophra would be captured by his enemy Nebuchadnezzar of Babylonia.


	Jeremiah 43:6–13; 44:30







	Other unnamed kings, about whom little is known.


	 


	1 Kings 11:14–22; 1 Chronicles 4:17–18
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An Egyptian pharaoh.
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Chephren Pyramid, Egypt.












What were the ten plagues of Egypt?



Moses warned Pharaoh of ten plagues that would come upon Egypt if he did not release the Hebrews from their captivity. The plagues amounted to attacks on the Egyptian deities, demonstrating God’s power over them.




	
Water to blood

The Nile River was turned into blood. This represented a direct attack on the Egyptian river god, Hopi, and demonstrated God’s power over it. (EXODUS 7:14–24)




	
Frogs

Frogs, a symbol of fertility, overran the land, and when they died polluted Egypt. (EXODUS 7:25–8:15)




	
Gnats

A small stinging insect, such as the sand flea, is probably meant by “gnat.” Egypt’s magicians could not repeat this miracle and told Pharaoh it was the work of God. (EXODUS 8:16–19)




	
Flies

Swarms, possibly of biting swamp flies, infested Egypt. (EXODUS 8:20–32)




	
Death of cattle

Some believe the plague that struck the cattle of Egypt was anthrax. The Israelite cattle were immune, showing that God distinguished between his people and their oppressors. (EXODUS 9:1–7)




	
Boils

Probably skin anthrax, carried by the bites of the flies that fed on the rotting frogs. (EXODUS 9:8–12)




	
Hail

A hailstorm ruined the Egyptians’ barley and flax, but the land of Goshen, occupied by the Israelites, was spared. (EXODUS 9:13–35)




	
Locusts

Locusts stripped the land of any remaining crops. (EXODUS 10:1–20)




	
Darkness

The sun was darkened for three days—a terrifying darkness. (EXODUS 10:21–29)




	
Death of the firstborn 

The final plague killed the firstborn in every Egyptian household, but left the Israelites unharmed. Pharaoh’s stubborn resistance was finally broken, and he urged Moses to take Israel out of his land. (EXODUS 11:1–12:33)
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Frogs plague.
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Locust plague.














Numbers in the Bible





One


Represents monotheism, uniqueness, and unity.


“The LORD is our God, the LORD alone.” DEUTERONOMY 6:4 NLT


“There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism.” EPHESIANS 4:5 NLT







Three


Represents completeness or totality. Many ancient religions considered three a divine number.


Three men visited Abraham at Mamre. GENESIS 18:1–15


Three annual pilgrimage festivals:


Unleavened Bread, Harvest, and Shelters. EXODUS 23:14–19


Number of days and nights Jonah was inside the big fish. JONAH 1:17


Number of days between Jesus’ death and resurrection. MARK 8:31; 1 CORINTHIANS 15:4







Four


Most cultures speak of four winds or directions, and divide the year into four seasons.


Number of rivers flowing out of the garden of Eden. GENESIS 2:10


Four living creatures of Ezekiel’s vision. EZEKIEL 1:4–5; see also REVELATION 4:1–8


Four horses and riders of John’s vision. REVELATION 6:1–8







Seven


Represents completeness and perfection. Like three, considered a sacred number in many cultures in the ancient world.


Number of days in the week in the Creation story. GENESIS 1:1–2:3


The seventh day is a holy day of rest, or Sabbath. EXODUS 20:8–11


The Israelites were to let the land rest every seventh, or sabbatical, year. EXODUS 23:10, 11


Every fiftieth year (7 x 7 + 1) the Israelites were to celebrate a Year of Celebration, or Jubilee, to mark a time of freedom and forgiveness. LEVITICUS 25:8–55


Number of times blood was sprinkled during sacrifices. LEVITICUS 4:6, 17; 14:7; NUMBERS 19:4


Number of some items in Revelation, such as lampstands, stars, churches, seals, trumpets, and bowls. REVELATION 6–11; 15; 16


Number of times Jesus said to forgive—seventy-seven or seven times seventy. MATTHEW 18:21–22







Ten


Ten is the sum of three and seven, and sometimes represents complete perfection.


The number of times “God said” is repeated in the Hebrew text of the Creation story. GENESIS 1:1–31


The Ten Commandments. EXODUS 20:1–17; DEUTERONOMY 5:1–22







Twelve


Another number of completeness and perfection.


Number of Jacob’s sons, and of the tribes of Israel. GENESIS 35:23–26; 49:1–28


Number of gates to Jerusalem in Ezekiel’s vision. EZEKIEL 48:30–34; see also REVELATION 21:11–21


Number of Jesus’ apostles. MATTHEW 10:1–4; MARK 3:13–19; LUKE 6:12–16; see also ACTS 1:12–26







Forty


A long, but limited, period of time.


Number of days it rained during the Great Flood. GENESIS 7:4, 17–18


Number of days Moses stayed on Mount Sinai. EXODUS 24:17–18


Number of years the Israelites wandered in the wilderness. NUMBERS 14:33–34; DEUTERONOMY 2:7; 29:4–6


Number of days Jesus went without eating in the desert. MATTHEW 4:2; MARK 1:12–13; LUKE 4:2
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Ezekiel’s vision of four creatures.
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It rained forty days during the Great Flood.
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The Tribes of Israel






Named after the sons of Jacob


Why thirteen tribes when we speak of the “twelve tribes of Israel”? Unlike the other tribes, Levi did not receive territory. Also, Joseph’s sons were considered heads of tribes—both of which received an inheritance of land. In some Old Testament lists, Joseph is counted as one of the twelve. In others, Levi isn’t counted and Ephraim and Manasseh are named as separate tribes.




	Reuben (mother, Leah)


	Simeon (Leah)


	Levi (Leah) the priestly tribe, allotted no territory


	Judah (Leah)


	Dan (mother, Bilhah)


	Naphtali (Bilhah)


	Gad (mother, Zilpah)


	Asher (Zilpah)


	Issachar (Leah)


	Zebulun (Leah)


	Ephraim (son of Joseph)


	Manasseh (son of Joseph)


	Benjamin (mother, Rachel)













The Ten Commandments



Then God gave the people all these instructions:


I am the LORD your God, who rescued you from the land of Egypt, the place of your slavery.


You must not have any other god but me.


You must not make for yourself an idol of any kind or an image of anything in the heavens or on the earth or in the sea. You must not bow down to them or worship them, for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God who will not tolerate your affection for any other gods. I lay the sins of the parents upon their children; the entire family is affected—even children in the third and fourth generations of those who reject me. But I lavish unfailing love for a thousand generations on those who love me and obey my commands.


You must not misuse the name of the LORD your God. The LORD will not let you go unpunished if you misuse his name.


Remember to observe the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. You have six days each week for your ordinary work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath day of rest dedicated to the LORD your God. On that day no one in your household may do any work. This includes you, your sons and daughters, your male and female servants, your livestock, and any foreigners living among you. For in six days the LORD made the heavens, the earth, the sea, and everything in them; but on the seventh day he rested. That is why the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and set it apart as holy.


Honor your father and mother. Then you will live a long, full life in the land the LORD your God is giving you. 


You must not murder.


You must not commit adultery.


You must not steal.


You must not testify falsely against your neighbor.


You must not covet your neighbor’s house. You must not covet your neighbor’s wife, male or female servant, ox or donkey, or anything else that belongs to your neighbor.


EXODUS 20:1–17, NLT








What happened to the Israelites during the Exodus?





	The Israelites were told to leave Egypt by Pharaoh. The years of slavery were over. EXODUS 12:29–37



	The Israelites traveled to the region of the Bitter Lakes. EXODUS 12:37–39; 13:17–14:4



	Pharaoh changed his mind and pursued his escaped slaves, trapping the Israelites at the sea. EXODUS 14:5–12



	God told Moses to hold out his staff over the sea. The waters were driven back and the people crossed on dry land. The Egyptians were drowned when the water flowed back. EXODUS 14:13–31



	After three days, the Israelites arrived at Marah—but the water there was too bitter to drink. EXODUS 15:22–26



	God provided manna and quails for the Israelites to eat. EXODUS 16



	God provided the Israelites with water from a rock. The Amalekites attacked and were defeated. EXODUS 17



	Israel received the Law from God at Mount Sinai. EXODUS 19–32



	Miriam became leprous because of her rebellion against her brother Moses. NUMBERS 12:1–16



	Eleven days after leaving Mount Sinai, Moses sent twelve spies into Canaan. NUMBERS 13:1–24



	The spies returned. Ten brought bad reports, leading the people to rebel. They wanted a new leader, to take them back to Egypt. NUMBERS 13:25–14:10



	As punishment, God sent the Israelites to wander in the desert for forty years, before entering Canaan. NUMBERS 14:11–38














Joseph, Moses, and the Israelites





Joseph


Rachel and Jacob’s first son was given a “coat of many colors” by his father. His brothers sold him as a slave. Wrongfully thrown into prison in Egypt, Joseph was freed after he interpreted Pharaoh’s dreams. This supernatural ability was a gift from God. Pharaoh made him prime minister of Egypt, responsible for storing food, before the seven years of famine that he predicted.


GENESIS 30:22–24; 37–50







Pharaoh


The pharaoh in the time of Moses was Rameses II, who forced the Hebrews to be slaves.


GENESIS 40–41; EXODUS 1–15







Benjamin


Jacob’s youngest son. When Benjamin went to Egypt, Joseph detained him, accusing him of stealing a silver cup.


GENESIS 35:18, 24; 42:4, 36; 43–45







Ephraim


Joseph’s second son, and brother of Manasseh. Though he was the younger of Joseph’s sons, Jacob gave him the blessing of the firstborn. Ancestor of one of the twelve tribes of Israel.


GENESIS 41:52; 46:20; 48; 50:23







Zipporah


One of seven daughters of Jethro, a priest in Midian. Zipporah became Moses’ wife: they had two sons, Gershom and Eliezer.


EXODUS 2:16–22; 4:24–26; 18:2–4







Miriam


Moses’ sister. As a child, she helped hide her baby brother and kept watch until he was rescued. She became a prophetess. When she opposed Moses’ leadership, she was punished with leprosy temporarily.


EXODUS 2:4, 7–8; 15:20–21; NUMBERS 12; 20:1







Aaron


Moses’ elder brother, and spokesman to Pharaoh. In the desert, Aaron helped the Israelites make a golden calf. He became Israel’s first high priest, in charge of the tabernacle.


EXODUS 4:14, 30; 5–12; 28–29; 32







Joshua


Spiritual and military leader of the Israelites. He spied out the land of Canaan and—with Caleb—encouraged the people to attack. He eventually led the people to victory in Canaan, taking over leadership on Moses’ death. At the end of his life, Joshua challenged the Israelites to follow God faithfully.


EXODUS 17:9–13; 24:13; NUMBERS 13–14; JOSHUA 24







Judah


Fourth son of Jacob and Leah, gained the birthright that Reuben forfeited. When his brothers plotted to kill Joseph, Judah persuaded them to sell him to traders instead.


GENESIS 29:35; 37:26–28; 38; 43:3–10







Levi


Third son of Jacob and Leah, and ancestor of the Levites, the Israelite tribe who served in the Tabernacle, and later in the Temple.


GENESIS 29:34; 34:25–31; 49:5–7







Manasseh


Joseph’s elder son, Manasseh, was adopted—along with his brother Ephraim—by his grandfather Jacob, and so an ancestor of one of the tribes of Israel. Jacob, however, gave the blessing for the firstborn to Ephraim, and not Manasseh.


GENESIS 41:51; 48







Potiphar


High-ranking Egyptian official who put Joseph in charge of all his household and later threw him in prison, after his wife falsely accused Joseph of attempted rape.


GENESIS 37:36; 39







Reuben


First of Jacob and Leah’s six sons, Reuben tried to rescue Joseph when his brothers planned to kill him.


GENESIS 29:32; 35:22–23; 37:21–29; 42:37–38







Simeon


Jacob and Leah’s second son. With his brother Levi, he avenged his sister Dinah’s rape by slaughtering the people of Shechem.


GENESIS 29:33; 34:25–30; 49:5–7









Caleb


One of the twelve who Moses sent to spy out the Promised Land. He and Joshua said that, with God’s help, they could conquer the land. Of all those who left Egypt, only Joshua and Caleb entered Canaan.


NUMBERS 13–14; 26:65







Achan


Achan stole treasures from the conquered city of Jericho and hid them in his tent, which led to Israel’s defeat at Ai. When his crime was discovered, he was stoned to death and Ai successfully captured.


JOSHUA 7:1–8:29







Moses


As a baby, Moses was saved from death by Pharaoh’s daughter, who found him in a basket in the Nile River. She brought him up as her son, a prince of Egypt. After killing an Egyptian taskmaster, Moses fled to Midian, where he became a shepherd and married Zipporah. He saw a burning bush in the desert, and God called him to return to Egypt to rescue his people. Moses confronted Pharaoh, but only after Egypt had been devastated by plagues and all firstborn Egyptian sons had died did Pharaoh allow them to leave.


After leading the people to safety on dry land through the Red Sea, Moses brought them to Mount Sinai, where God gave him the Ten Commandments, together with rules for daily living and instructions for building the Tabernacle. Moses led his often rebellious people through the desert for forty years. Moses was the first and greatest of the prophets. He gave the Law, and revealed God as “Yahweh”—“I am.”


EXODUS 2—DEUTERONOMY; LUKE 9:28–36; HEBREWS 11:23–29
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Moses at the burning bush.












Leviticus





Author


Moses.







Date


c. 1400/1200 BC.







Outline


Sacrifices 1:1–6:23


Offerings 6:24–7:38


Appointment of the priests 8:1–10:20


Purity and impurity 11:1–15:33


The Day of Atonement 16:1–34


Rules for holy living 17:1–22:33


The religious calendar 23:1–25:55


Obedience—and disobedience 26:1–27:34











Major themes in Leviticus






Holiness


God is holy: the basis for all of the Law.








Justice


God’s holiness and justice go hand in hand. God deals justly with his people: they must deal justly with each other.








Covenant


God had made his covenant with Israel; they must live in the pattern he had set. Keeping his laws was not optional.








Thankfulness


Everything the Israelites had was given by God—including the laws and sacrifices that made it possible to renew their relationship with him when they sinned.













Numbers





Author


Moses.







Date


c. 1400/1200 BC.







Outline


Organizing Israel 1:1–10:36


Adventures in the wilderness 11:1–25:18


Looking to the Promised Land 26:1–33:49


Preparing to enter Canaan 33:50–36:13


The Hebrew title for the book of Numbers is “In the Desert.” The book begins with the people of Israel camped in the wilderness. The Lord commands Moses to count the people, and gives the Israelites rules for their time of traveling and instructions for worship.


The people begin their journey to the promised land of Canaan, pass through the land of Kadesh, and try to enter Canaan from the south, but are forced to detour around the country of Edom.


Numbers also describes the people’s disobedience and how they grumbled against the Lord during their years in the desert. After the Lord chooses Joshua to be the leader of the people after Moses’ death, the Israelites defeat the Midianites, and finally come to the mountains overlooking the promised land.











Major themes in Numbers






Divine provision


How God provides for his people.








Divine guidance


Despite persistent backsliding, God led his people all through their wanderings with the cloud and fire.
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Noah releases the dove.















Five Covenant stages in the Old Testament—and the New Covenant



There is one over-arching covenant that spans both Old and New Testaments. It is the divine Covenant of Redemption, which is made up of five stages in the Old Testament, plus the promise of a New Covenant, followed by its fulfilment in Jesus Christ in the New Testament—six stages in all.




	
The Covenant of creation

Made with creation itself, including Adam and Eve, whereby God instructed how humankind was to live as steward of the world God had brought into being (cf. GENESIS 1–3; HOSEA 6:7; JEREMIAH 33:19–22).




	
The Noahic Covenant

Made between God and the whole creation. It was unconditional, with no human obligations. After Noah’s flood, God promised never again to use a flood to destroy the earth (cf. GENESIS 9).




	
The Abrahamic Covenant

God made promises to Abraham and his family, who were called upon to remain in relationship with, and obedient to, God (cf. GENESIS 12, 15, 17).




	
The Mosaic, or Sinaitic, Covenant

The major covenant with Israel. Moses acted as gobetween when it was set up between God and Israel at Sinai (cf. EXODUS 19–24; LEVITICUS; DEUTERONOMY).




	
The Davidic Covenant

God made special promises to David concerning his descendants (cf. 2 SAMUEL 7).




	
The promise of a New Covenant

Jeremiah (33) and Ezekiel (36:24–32) reveal God’s promise of a new covenant relationship, in which God’s law will be written on people’s hearts and they will know and follow God. This New Covenant is fulfilled in the person of Jesus Christ.


















Deuteronomy





Author


Moses.







Date


c. 1400/1200 BC.







Outline


Moses’ first speech 1:1–4:43


Commitment to God 4:44–11:32


God’s laws 12:1–26:19


Blessing and cursing 27:1–28:68


Looking backward—and forward 29:1–30:20


Moses’ final days 31:1–34:12











Major themes in Deuteronomy






The Covenant


The heart of the Book of Deuteronomy is God’s covenant with his people, and all the ramifications it holds for the people of God. All the themes listed below can be regarded as sub-themes of this dominant motif.








God’s power


God is not only the Lord of the covenant and sovereign over Israel, but the God of history, sovereign over the world, controlling nations and nature. He has the power to carry out his promises.








God’s faithfulness


Israel knew that God is totally dependable.








Love


The covenant was based on love. God’s love started the covenant and made possible its continuation. The first demand on us is that we love God. Without love, a relationship with God cannot exist.








Commitment


God wants total commitment, undivided allegiance, and whole-hearted devotion from his people. This involves following God’s will in every sphere of life.











The Cities of Refuge



In Old Testament times six cities of refuge were located in Israel to provide a place of safety for people who had accidentally killed someone (cf. JOSHUA 20:7–8). Such protection was necessary because a relative might feel a duty to kill the perpetrator. Three cities were situated on each side of the Jordan River.




Bezer


A walled city in the territory of Reuben, in the wilderness plateau of Moab.







Golan


East of the Sea of Galilee, in the area known as Bashan.







Hebron


Twenty miles south of Jerusalem, Hebron was the southernmost of the cities of refuge.







Kedesh, or Kedesh Naphtali


In Galilee, in the mountains of Naphtali.







Ramoth, or Ramoth Gilead


Important walled city east of the Jordan river, in the tribal lands of Gad.







Shechem


In the mountains of Ephraim, this is where the Lord appeared to Abraham and promised to give him this land.
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Tomb of the Patriarchs, Hebron.














Joshua





Author


Probably Joshua.







Date


c. 1350/1150 BC.







Outline


Entering the land 1:1–5:12


Conquering the land 5:13–12:24


Dividing the land 13:1–22:34


Farewell and burial in the land 23:1–24:33







About


Joshua became leader of God’s people after the death of Moses. This book is the hinge of Israel’s history: the wilderness wandering was over and the promised land before them.


As the sixth book of the Bible, Joshua begins the section on Israel’s history. Joshua through Esther make up the history of the Jewish people.







Purpose


Joshua—a book of conquest—describes the transition of God’s chosen people from wilderness wanderers to courageous conquerors.
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The Israelites march around Jericho.












Major themes in Joshua






The land of promise


God promised this land from the day he called out the man—Abraham—who would birth the nation.








Covenant and the obedience of God’s people


The land given to the children of Israel is at the heart of the covenant God made with them generations before. Throughout Joshua, the Ark of the Covenant went before the people as a reminder of this relationship, symbolizing God’s mercy, power, and holiness. Obedience was at the core of this relationship, realized and renewed in Joshua. The people who still lived in the land with their pagan gods challenged the obedience of God’s people.








The typology of Jesus


Joshua is a type of Jesus. For the follower of Christ, the Promised Land becomes a picture of the untold blessings that are ours in Christ.
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Priests carry the Ark of the Covenant across Jordan.












Deities of Bible times









	Name


	Country


	Description


	Scripture










	Artemis (Diana)


	Asia


	many-breasted fertility goddess


	Acts 19:28






	Asherah


	Canaan


	
goddess of the sea


wife of Baal


symbol–a pole



	
Judges 3:7


1 Kings 18:19


2 Kings 21:3







	Ashtoreth
(Astarte Queen of Heaven)


	Canaan Sidon


	mother goddess
fertility goddess


	Judges 2:13; 10:6
1 Samuel 12:10
1 Kings 11:5, 33
Jeremiah 7:18; 44:17–25






	
Baal


Baal-Zebub


Castor and Pollux



	
Canaan


Philistia


Greece



	
young storm god
chief god of Canaan until the Exile


god of Ekron


twin sons of Zeus



	
Judges 2:13;


1 Kings 16:31–32;18:18–29


2 Kings 1:2


Acts 28:11







	Chemosh


	Moab


	national god of war


	
Numbers 21:29


Judges 11:24


1 Kings 11:7, 33


Jeremiah 48:7







	
Dagon


Hermes (Mercury)



	
Philistia


Greece



	
national god of rain/agriculture


messenger god, god of cunning, theft



	
Judges 16:23


1 Samuel 5:2–7


Acts 14:12







	Marduk (Bel)


	Babylon


	
young storm/war god


chief god



	
Isaiah 46:1


Jeremiah 50:2; 51:44







	
Molech


(Malcam)


(Milcom)


(Moloch)



	
Ammon


Israel



	
national god


worshiped with child sacrifice



	
Zephaniah 1:5


Jeremiah 49:1, 3


1 Kings 11:5, 7, 33


Acts 7:43







	
Nebo


(Nabu)


Nergal


Rimmon (Hadad)


Tammuz



	
Babylon


Babylon


Damascus


Babylon



	
son of Marduk


god of wisdom, literature, arts


god of hunting, the underworld


god of thunder, lightning, rain


fertility god



	
Isaiah 46:1


2 Kings 17:30


2 Kings 5:18


Ezekiel 8:14







	Zeus


	Greece


	chief of Greek gods


	Acts 14:12






	( ) = alternative name





















Judges





Author


Samuel the prophet.







Date


1200–970 BC.







Outline


Disobedience: Israel turns from God 1:1–2:5


Victory and defeat 1:1–36


Divine mercy 2:1–5


Discipline: The Lord punishes Israel 2:6–16:31


Israel’s disobedience and defeat 2:6–3:6


Othniel, Ehud, and Shamgar 3:7–31


Deborah and Barak 4:1–5:31


Gideon 6:1–8:32


Abimelech 8:33–9:57


Tola and Jair 10:1–5


Jephthah 10:6–12:7


Ibzan, Elon, and Abdon 12:8–15:20


Samson 13:1–16:31


Disgrace: Israel falls into anarchy 17:1–21:25


Idolatry 17:1–18:31


Immorality 19:1–30


Civil war 20:1–21:25







About


Judges describes the men and women who distinguished themselves in the period between the book of Joshua and the establishment of a kingdom, in 1 Samuel. For 400 years, Israel had no king or prophet to guide them. Instead, twelve consecutive judges led them. The judges were not law-court justices: God chose them to deliver Israel from enemy oppression, lead the people of God in revival, and restore their national identity.







Purpose


The book of Judges explores one of the most crucial periods in the history of Israel: the transition from slaves of Egypt to citizens of a kingdom. It shows how Israel failed to live up to the covenant that God lovingly entered into with them, and the resulting disastrous downfall. 











Major themes in Judges






Idolatry and apostasy on trial


Judges recounts Israel’s lapses into idolatry and apostasy: worshiping false gods and living as they pleased. They forgot the wonders in the wilderness, the manna, the split rock that gave them water. Not only did Israel settle among the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites, but they also intermarried and served false gods.








Disobedience and deliverance


A cyclical pattern in Judges is repeated seven times: Israel does what is evil in God’s sight; the people are delivered to their enemies; Israel cries out to God; he answers their prayer; God raises up a leader and delivers Israel; the people return to the Lord, and peace is regained for a time.








Spirit-empowered leadership


Under Joshua, the people did what was right. However, once he died, the next generation forgot God and all he had done for Israel (2:10). But the Lord did not abandon his people; he raised up deliverers to rescue them.
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Samuel hears God’s call.

















Significant persons in the time of the Judges



Judges were rulers of Israelite tribes at the time that the Israelites were settling in the Promised Land. A judge was a military leader who rescued his tribe, or group of neighboring tribes, from the enemy, and became a peacetime governor.




Samson


Famed for his strength, Samson ruled Israel for twenty years and tried to free the Israelites from forty years of domination by the Philistines. Dedicated to God as a Nazirite, he never cut his hair—but foolishly revealed to Delilah, his Philistine wife, that his strength lay in his long hair, as a result of her nagging him for his secret. While asleep, she had his hair cut, and then betrayed him to her people, after which the Philistines blinded him and took him prisoner. When his hair grew back and strength returned, he destroyed a Philistine temple, killing himself and many Philistines.


JUDGES 13–16; HEBREWS 11:32







Jael


Jael murdered Sisera, commander of the Canaanite army, driving a tent peg through his head.


JUDGES 4:17–21; 5:24–27







Barak


Commander of the Israelite army, Barak defeated Jabin, king of Canaan, and freed the Israelites.


JUDGES 4–5







Deborah


The only female judge. Deborah’s general, Barak, defeated the Philistines, commencing forty years free of foreign domination.


JUDGES 4–5







Jephthah


Israel’s eighth judge, who rashly vowed that, if he beat the Ammonites, he would sacrifice the first person to come out of his house to meet him. His daughter met him, and he fulfilled his vow. It is possible that this vow entailed not her physical death, but a vow dedicating her to perpetual celibacy, and therefore, childlessness.


JUDGES 11–12







Abimelech


Gideon’s son, who ruled Israel as judge for three years. He was crushed to death by a millstone.


JUDGES 8–9







Hannah


Wife of Elkanah. She prayed for a son, whom she vowed to dedicate to God’s service. God gave her a son, Samuel, who she presented to Eli to serve in the sanctuary at Shiloh.


1 SAMUEL 1–2







Eli


Priest and judge of Israel. As priest at Shiloh, he trained Samuel. He failed to discipline his sons, Hophni and Phinehas, which brought God’s judgment on Israel.


1 SAMUEL 1–4







Gideon


Gideon had little self-confidence. At God’s command, he reduced his army to 300, and overcame vast numbers of Midianites. After this victory, Gideon became judge over his tribe.


JUDGES 6–8







Samuel


Son of Elkanah and Hannah, the last great warrior-judge of Israel, and one of the first prophets. Samuel’s rule marked the transition between the period of judges and kings. In old age, he yielded to the Israelites’ wish to be like other nations and have a king, anointing Saul as Israel’s first king. When Saul betrayed his early promise, Samuel anointed David as his successor.


1 SAMUEL 1–4; 7–16





The following three people were highly significant persons who held a place in the genealogy of Jesus Christ (cf. MATTHEW 1; LUKE 3). They all lived during the time of the Judges.




Naomi


Ruth’s mother-in-law. With her husband, Elimelech, she moved from Bethlehem to Moab, where he and their two sons died. Naomi’s daughter-in-law Ruth returned with her to Bethlehem.


RUTH







Ruth


Wife of Naomi’s son, Mahlon. When he died, she left Moab to go to Naomi’s home in Bethlehem, where she married Naomi’s relative, Boaz. Ruth’s son, Obed, was father of Jesse, one of whose sons was King David.


RUTH; MATTHEW 1:5







Boaz


A wealthy landowner who married Ruth and became great-grandfather of King David.


RUTH; MATTHEW 1:5; LUKE 3:32
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The Israelite Conquest of Canaan


When the Israelites came to the Promised Land, God told them they must defeat the Canaanite tribal nations and take over the land: First, because he had promised this land to Abraham and his descendants; second, to punish the Canaanite nations that tried to harm God’s people and prevent them from entering the Promised Land.




Moabites


One of Lot’s sons, Moab, became father of the Moabites (GENESIS 19:36–37), who settled southeast of the Jordan River. They tried to stop the Israelites entering the Promised Land by hiring Balaam to curse them (NUMBERS 22–24).







Ammonites


Lot’s other son, Ben-Ammi, became father of the Ammonites (GENESIS 19:38), who settled east of the Jordan River.







Edomites


Esau, Jacob’s twin, became the father of the Edomites (GENESIS 36:9), who lived south of the Moabites, and refused to let the Israelites pass through their land on the way to the Promised Land.







Amalekites


The Amalekites lived in the Negev, the southern part of what became Israel (NUMBERS 13:29).







Jebusites


The Jebusites lived in the hill country (NUMBERS 13:29) in and around Jerusalem.







Hittites


Originally from Anatolia (Turkey), the Hittites spread out, some coming to live in the hill country of Canaan (NUMBERS 13:29, JOSHUA 12:7–8).







Amorites


The Amorites lived in the hill country (NUMBERS 13:29).







Canaanites


The Canaanites were descended from Ham (Noah’s son) and his son Canaan, and lived near the sea and along the Jordan River


(NUMBERS 13:29).







Philistines


Descendants of Ham and his son Egypt (GENESIS 10:6–14), the Philistines were also called Caphtorim (DEUTERONOMY 2:23, JEREMIAH 47:4). Part of a group called the Sea People, they settled along the Mediterranean coast and remained enemies of Israel until King David defeated them.
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Philistine spears and shields.
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Amorite clay tablet.
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