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  On Changes


  Sam Steiner




  It’s hard for me not to be sentimental about this play.




  This version of Lemons Lemons Lemons Lemons Lemons was written for Josie Rourke’s 2023 revival of the play at the Harold Pinter Theatre. Revisiting and revising the play for a new context, eight very formative years after it was first written, has been a strange, daunting and reflective experience.




  Returning to the text, there are jokes I cringe at; passages I find a bit on the nose; beats that feel unclear, arguments unbalanced. But there’s a spirit to the thing that belongs to the person I was when I wrote it, the context it was written in and the people I wrote it for and with. And it’s that spirit that, I think, has given the play what life it’s had since then.




  The job of this new pass has been, in part, to use whatever skill, craft and, well, life, I’ve amassed in the intervening time to amplify and clarify that spirit. Without altering it. I’ve tried to listen to the play. Go where it wants to go. Not to impose my current tastes upon it. Not to chase any cultural, social or political resonances that the play may have with the happenings of the last few years. To write, essentially, in a big citrusy vacuum.




  But how much that’s actually possible, I don’t know. I think, probably, the stuff of life gets in.




  The best moments of this rewrite, the most purely pleasurable, were those when I felt I’d unearthed something true about the characters or the story that I hadn’t quite realised before. There’s a new stage direction halfway through this version that reads ‘They look at each other, panting, full of adrenalin’. This feels, to me, both true of that particular moment for Oliver and Bernadette and, amusingly, of my experience writing it. I was short of breath, hocked up on adrenalin, realising that something was happening between these two people at this moment that I’d never understood previously. What a special thing – to have the chance to refind a piece of work you thought you’d seen every corner of.




  I couldn’t say if this version is ‘better’. It feels a little bigger to me, a little fuller, for what that’s worth. Josie describes these changes as a ‘maturing’ of the play. That’s certainly true of the characters, who now feel more thirties than twenties, and the relationship, which feels longer and (therefore?) perhaps more painful when it breaks down. If you’re thinking of putting this play on I’d probably encourage you to read both versions and choose whichever one feels right to you.




  By strange coincidence, today is the eighth anniversary of the play’s first-ever performance. I was twenty-one. The West End production will begin previews two days after my thirtieth birthday. Years later, it’s still revealing itself to me. I hope to keep learning from it. And I hope it’s a fun read.




  7 January 2023




  





  




  Lemons Lemons Lemons Lemons Lemons premiered at the Warwick Arts Centre in January 2015 before heading to the National Student Drama Festival in March, where it won three awards, including judges’ commendations for writing and direction. The production visited the Latitude Festival in July before a sell-out run at Zoo Southside at the Edinburgh Festival Fringe, and transferred to Camden People’s Theatre on 24 November 2015. The cast was as follows:
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        Beth Holmes
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        Ed Madden


      

    


  




  





  




  Lemons Lemons Lemons Lemons Lemons was revived on 31 January 2023 at the Harold Pinter Theatre, London (previews from 18 January), produced by Wessex Grove, Gavin Kalin Productions and Francesca Moody Productions. The cast was as follows:
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  Thanks




  To our Edinburgh team and everyone along the way: Josie Davies, Oscar Owen, Antonia Salib, Hattie Collins, Shakira, George Attwell Gerhards, Ellice Stevens, Sarah Georgeson, Alexandra Spencer-Jones, everyone at NSDF, Matt Burman, and Laura Elliot.




  To Rebecca Jane Webster, Harry Mallon, Rebecca Myers, Anna Canlan-Shaw, Jiggy Steiner and Josh Steiner for their love, support and inspiration.




  To Beth Holmes and Euan Kitson, whose play this really is.




  To Ed Madden, who gave me the idea. And most other things.




  S.S.


  2015




  





  




  Some More Thanks




  To Josie Rourke for bringing this play into the light with piercing intelligence, sensitivity, humour and a breathtaking knack for an analogy.




  To Jenna Coleman and Aidan Turner for throwing themselves into these characters with such depth of thought, tenderness and wit.




  To our alarmingly inspiring creative team for their artistry, imagination and sense of scale. Working with you all has changed my understanding of what this play can be.




  To Emily Vaughan-Barratt, Francesca Moody, Benjamin Lowy, Gavin Kalin and everyone at Wessex Grove for making it happen.




  To my agents Marnie Podos, John MacGregor, Jon Cassir, Paige Holtzman and Wilhelmina Ross for always being in my corner.




  To Jess Bray for fixing the play for me during an everlasting series of Zoom calls just after she’d got back from a run.




  To Charlotte, for all her support, her time and her infectious optimism when mine was lacking.
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  For my mum and dad




  





  




  Characters




  BERNADETTE




  OLIVER




  Note on Text




  A forward slash (/) indicates interrupted speech.




  





  




  They speak slowly and quietly.




  OLIVER. Thirty-four.




  BERNADETTE. Twenty-one.




  Pause.




  Day?




  OLIVER. Yeah. Yours?




  BERNADETTE. Yeah. Tuesday happened again.




  OLIVER. Sorry.




  BERNADETTE. Well, sorf.




  OLIVER. Fuck it.




  Pause.




  Talk?




  BERNADETTE. Thirteen. You talk.




  OLIVER. About?




  BERNADETTE shrugs.




  Bernadette.




  BERNADETTE. I know.




  OLIVER. I can’t know you in one hundred forty.




  Pause.




  BERNADETTE. Try.




  *




  OLIVER. We need to stop meeting here. It’s all a bit morbid.




  BERNADETTE. Well, it’s the only place that I know that you know.




  OLIVER. You’ve never asked where else I know.




  BERNADETTE. Well, maybe I just like revisiting the graves of dead cats. Maybe I’m just that kind of girl.
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