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	Chapter One

	Hans Finishes His Work
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	Once upon a time, in a quiet little village surrounded by green hills and golden fields, there lived a cheerful young man named Hans.

	
 

	Hans had worked very hard for seven long years for a kind but serious master. He rose early every morning, fed the animals, carried water from the well, chopped wood, and did whatever work was needed. Though the days were long and the winters were cold, Hans never complained. He whistled while he worked and dreamed of the day he would go home to see his dear mother.

	At last, the seven years came to an end.

	One sunny morning, the master 

	
 

	called Hans into his house.

	“You have served me faithfully,” said the master. “It is time for you to return home.”

	Hans’ heart leaped with joy. He had missed his mother very much.

	“As your payment,” the master continued, “I give you this.”

	And he placed into Hans’ hands a great lump of shining gold — so large and heavy that Hans could hardly lift it.

	It was as big as Hans’ head and glittered brightly in the sunlight.

	Hans’ eyes grew wide.
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	“Oh my!” he said. “I am the luckiest man alive!”

	He thanked his master many 

	
 

	times, wrapped the heavy gold in a cloth, and placed it carefully upon his shoulder. Though it weighed him down, Hans did not mind.

	“With this,” he thought happily, “my mother and I will never worry again.”

	And so, with a light heart and a heavy treasure, Hans began the long walk home.

	He did not yet know that his journey would be full of surprising trades, strange encounters, and lessons about what true happiness really 

	
 

	means.
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	But for now, as the sun warmed his face and the birds sang overhead, Hans walked along the 

	
 

	country road smiling, certain that fortune was smiling with him.

	And so begins the adventure of Hans, the lucky one.
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