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Nothing much has changed


It’s mostly still the same


The cold sun shines through rain


And yet Belfast is born again




 





       Foy Vance


‘Belfast Is Born Again’           
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The stage is in darkness. Lights up.


A bar in Belfast, 2009. Northern Ireland are playing Poland in a World Cup qualifier on a big screen TV.


Robert is playing the poker machine. He receives a text message.




i can’t live like this


i’m not happy either


do u luv me


of course i do


then what


i don’t know


i’m feel alone – what am i doing here – i want to go back to poland


can’t talk now the place is starting to fill up


i need u


talk later


Robert fuckin torture – she wanted to be here – begged me – i didn’t force her – fuckin made it happen that’s what i did – and what – this shit


He moves behind the bar and watches the match.


Jimmy enters.


alright jimmy – late tonight – second half just started – two one up to yous – evans just scored – not over yet though


Jimmy aye – was thinkin about not comin at all – but then i’ve somethin to do so here i am


Robert pint is it


Jimmy i’ll try one an see how that goes – a few kids outside on the cider – they give you any grief


Robert no it’s fine


Jimmy do you want me to go out and get rid of them


Robert no i don’t want any trouble


Jimmy sometimes that’s what’s called for


Robert they’re only kids


Jimmy kids can do more damage than you think


Robert serves Jimmy his drink and opens a bottle of Coke for himself. They both say cheers in Polish. They watch the match. Robert sends a text message.


u watching the match


no – putting the baby to bed


kiss him for me


what’s the score


2-1 to yous – jammie bastards


up yer polish hole


up yer nordie hole


any trouble on the way to work


no


get a taxi home


maybe


he’s crying – talk later


Robert yes yes yes – shit – who was it


Jimmy don’t know


Robert jelen is it


Jimmy never heard of him – make no difference


Robert come on poland – come on poland


Jimmy fuck poland – what do you care anyway – you loved the place so much ya left it behind – this is home now – the lovely belfast


Robert not that you’d know anything about it but it’s in my heart


Jimmy how would a not know about that


Robert i’ve left nothing behind – it’s there – i carry it with me


Jimmy you should support northern


Robert fuck northern ireland – do you support them


Jimmy not really – but then this place probably hasn’t looked after me as well as it’s looked after you


Robert yeah i’m livin the dream baby


Jimmy who scored your goal


Robert jelen


Jimmy still never heard of him


Robert you know a lot about polish football do you


Jimmy a know a bit


Robert you know nothing – this place doesn’t know the rest of the world exists


Jimmy is that right


Robert so what bit do you know then


Jimmy the nineteen seventy-four world cup – i know that bit


Robert the nineteen seventy-four world cup – bullshit


Jimmy the golden boot – grzegorz lato – poland – seven goals – and joint second with neeskens from holland with five was – andrzej szarmach – poland came third in that world cup – an who did the beat in the play off for third place – the mighty brazil – one-nil on the sixth of july nineteen seventy-four


Robert how do you know all that – you learn it off for a quiz


Jimmy don’t do quizzes – doesn’t matter how i know it – an another thing too – who did poland stop from even gettin to the world cup finals


Robert northern ireland


Jimmy no fuck – england – can’t remember the score – might have been one-nil not sure


Robert we’ve no chance of getting to this world cup


Jimmy a wouldn’t know


Robert how do you not know you sit and watch all the matches


Jimmy sit here an have a pint but i don’t really watch them


Robert receives a text.


poker after work?


can’t


what about the money u owe me – i want my money


i’m good for it


tomorrow


Robert what’s the point in scoring a goal then playing like headless chickens


Jimmy if the could stop themselves from playin like that do ya not think they’d do it


Robert it wasn’t a question


Jimmy right – sounded like one


Robert did you hear the news


Jimmy not interested in news


Robert there was trouble earlier on


Jimmy between us an the poles


Robert us – i thought you didn’t support them


Jimmy like it or not it’s still us


Robert smashed up some pub in the city centre – i was thinking maybe i should put the shutters up on the windows


Jimmy should be alright – only wee lads hangin about out there – not even at the match – no interest in it – just messin


Robert it’ll be alright then


Jimmy certainly – i’m here anyway – (Pause.) – there’s a man comin in later on to see me – he wants to talk with me – there might be a bit a trouble with him – but it’s nothin for you to worry about


Robert no trouble – can’t afford for trouble – i get the blame


Jimmy all a meant was just in case there was a bit a shoutin – don’t panic


Robert a bit of shouting


Jimmy yes a bit a shoutin – nothin for you to get involved in – ya understan – stay out of it – nothin to do with you


Robert a bit of shouting – everyone shouts here – it’s the national sport


Jimmy we all need to be heard at the same time


Robert smashed a pub up in town – not sure who started it – could be us – a lot of football hooligans back home – right wing – madmen – cross the fucking ball – people paid to cross the ball and they can’t cross the fucking thing


Jimmy my mother used to say you’d think with all the money they earned they’d be able to kick the ball properly


Robert she follow football


Jimmy no – hated it


Robert hated it


Jimmy yes hated it


Robert why


Jimmy what were you back in poland a policeman


Robert a barman


Jimmy barman – a fuckin barman


Robert yeah


Jimmy why haven’t ya got the hang of it then


Robert you don’t need to be any good to serve you pints of piss


Jimmy polish beer any better


Robert dog piss would be better


Jimmy do ya drink much dog piss in poland


Robert enough


Jimmy get some polish beer in an i’ll try it


Robert right


Jimmy a will


Robert right


Jimmy so you were a barman in poland and ya came over here to be a barman


Robert i didn’t come over here to be a barman – belfast isn’t barman mecca – not the fucking capital of the barman world – i came over to work and ended up a barman because i was one before 


Jimmy more money here – peace process – when i was a kid no one came here – only people in belfast were belfast people – an british soldiers – the only black men here had uniforms on them


Robert money used to be great not so great now – why’d your mother hate football


Jimmy who knows she just did


Robert watching this rubbish i’m starting to hate it too


Jimmy anybody ya know over for the match


Robert no – everybody i know is already here – shoot you stupid fuck


Jimmy would you go back


Robert maybe


Jimmy not like it here


Robert don’t know


Jimmy we’re not very good with foreigners


Robert you always live in belfast then


Jimmy all my days – never left – belfast man through an through


Robert you should travel


Jimmy fuck travel


Robert come to poland – watch northern ireland play there


Jimmy what the fuck would a want to do that for


Robert see where i live – you might like it – you might want to stay there


Jimmy if it’s so good why didn’t you stay there


Robert good save – your keeper’s good – who is he


Jimmy taylor a think ya call him – don’t know who he plays for like


Robert our keeper’s a dickhead


Jimmy put another pint on there


Robert pulls him a pint.


when do you have a drink


Robert i don’t


Jimmy not ever


Robert no


Jimmy worked behind a bar seen it all


Robert no – both my parents were alcoholics – frightened to take one


Jimmy i can see how that would be right – it never really affected me – a few pints an that’s me


Robert they lived a life of no money so they drank


Jimmy easy enough done


Robert doesn’t have to be that way


Jimmy both dead are the


Robert no – both back in poland


Jimmy you send them money back


Robert no


Jimmy right


They watch the match.


Robert jesus christ


Jimmy if someone didn’t know anythin about football an ya were to describe it to them – an then the watch this match – the wouldn’t realise the were watchin football would the


Robert no


Jimmy what would it look like the were watchin


Robert a fuck-up


Jimmy correct – a fuck-up – ya ever play football


Robert no – still do better than these clowns – you ever play it


Jimmy only as a wee lad at the bottom of the street – used to play matches to the best of twenty – took hours sometimes


Robert the best of twenty take days here


Jimmy aye


Robert you look as if you were useless


Jimmy how can ya tell


Robert the way you walk


Jimmy the way i walk – you talk a lot a balls – kneecapped – long after a played football


Robert kneecapped


Jimmy shot through the knees – for nothing – robbed a sweetie shop when i was seventeen – well for something but it was nothing – robbed a sweet shop when i was about seventeen – stupid – yer right about the football though i was rubbish – plenty of energy but no skill – used to annoy the other kids – just got in the way of things most a the time


Ian enters.


Robert fuck me – own goal – three-one


Jimmy (to Robert)


remember what a said – this has nothing to do with you


Robert yeah yeah yeah – fuck


Ian my name is ian …


Jimmy head-butts Ian. He holds Robert in place with his stare.


(To Robert.) it’s fine – ya understand – it’s fine


(To Jimmy.) – that it – that the only reason you agreed to see me


Jimmy yes


Ian i think you want more than that


Jimmy right – i need you to understan somethin – the head-butt was just an indication ya understand – it’s not out a character either – i’ll kick you all over the fuckin street – the only thing stopping me doin that – at the moment – is the fact that a wouldn’t stop until ya had no fuckin head left


Ian (to Robert)


two pints of harp please 


Robert you all drink harp – harp is dog piss – should drink good polish beer


Ian i’m not askin you to drink it am a


Robert ok – two pints


Jimmy you expectin someone else


Ian no


Jimmy ask me do i want a pint a harp


Ian do you want a pint of harp


Jimmy i want fuck all from you


Robert just the one then


Ian i ordered two – just set them on the counter


Robert you watch the football


Ian not really


Robert nobody watch the football – nobody support their country


Ian who’s playin


Robert northern ireland and poland – not very good


Ian you polish


Robert yes polish


Ian is that why there was trouble in town because a the match


Robert the match is an excuse maybe


Ian maybe


Jimmy (to Ian)


stop talkin to him – right – stop fuckin talkin to him as if yer havin some type a social fuckin thing – (To Robert.) – watch the match – this has fuck all to do with you so just watch the match


Robert alright – pass the fucking ball – jesus christ – poles are dickheads


They watch the match.


Ian do you want to know why i’m here


Jimmy oh i know why you’re fuckin here – although i’m hopin it’s cancer – cancer of somethin that’s a real fuck-up – the eyeballs or the dick or somethin – somethin that takes its time to rot – please tell me it’s cancer – an that ya need to get into heaven because you’re really a good person – i knew this man once – dead now – this man married his childhood sweetheart – lovely girl – in love the two a them – all that type a gear – had kids – four a think – he had a good enough job an that – sold cars – married for about thirty years – and throughout the whole time he had affairs with other women – personally speakin i don’t really give a fuck about things like that – it’s his life i don’t care – he gets cancer – riddled with it – terminal – this fucker’s lyin on his deathbed an he wants to get into heaven – big catholic by the way – not that that matters – now here’s this poor woman thinkin for thirty years she’s been in a lovin carin relationship with a man that was faithful to her – on his deathbed this fucker says i’ve been havin affairs for thirty years dear – please forgive me – no moral fuckin fibre – frightened of dyin an couldn’t keep his pain to himself the fucker – he had to offload it on to her didn’t he – out of all the people i know – an a didn’t even know him that well – i hate that fucker the most


Ian i haven’t got cancer – i don’t believe in god – we’re the same age


Jimmy you an god – fuck me


Ian me an you


Jimmy fuck what age we are


Ian i’m here because we’re the same age


Jimmy you’re not my fuckin age – my age has to do with the life i’ve led – you haven’t led my life


Ian i led a life – my life


Jimmy i don’t fuckin care – (To Robert.) – a pint of dog piss please – score predictions – what are they


Robert three-one now – about thirty minutes to go – difficult – are we betting on this


Jimmy no – i’ll make it easy for ya – poland are shite


Robert so are northern ireland


Jimmy less shite


Ian we were both sixteen an now we’re both fifty-two


Jimmy we’re predicting scores at the moment – as far as i know age has got fuck all to do with that


Ian it means something


Jimmy three-two to northern ireland


Robert four-three to poland


Jimmy that’s not predictin the score that’s just hopin for a result


Robert ok i’ll think harder about it – four-three to poland


Jimmy up yer polish hole


Robert up your nordie hole


Jimmy (to Ian)


you ever watch poland play before


Ian no


Jimmy sure – not even the second half of a match – too busy to watch the first half but catch the second


Ian no


Jimmy no


Ian starts into his second pint. They watch the match.


this is shite turn it off


Robert turn it off – what is that turn it off


Jimmy it’s shite


Robert it’s meant to be shite


Jimmy (to Ian)


all the others refuse did the – not want to hear yer sad little story – am i your last hope a salvation


Ian you’re the first


Jimmy i should feel privileged


Ian it’s because we’re the same age


Jimmy stop fucking saying that – nothing to do with age


Ian ya must want to say somethin or ya wouldn’t have agreed to meet me


Jimmy i pick when i want to speak


Ian and where


Jimmy you have a problem with here


Ian no – i understand why – doesn’t make it any easier – but that’s the point


Jimmy is it


Ian yes – i’ve been here before – recently


Jimmy had a look an then moved on


Ian yes


Jimmy how long did you look for


Ian two hours – stood across the road


Jimmy what time of day was it


Ian about tea time


Jimmy right – should’ve called in and said hello


Ian stood there for two hours


Jimmy there was flesh stuck to the wall across the road – where you were standin – difficult to scrape off – difficult because it’s flesh an you don’t want to scrape it off


Ian you drink here aye


Jimmy i watch football here


Ian i drink in town


Jimmy how interestin


Ian on my own – a few pints – ya know


Jimmy is that it – have we shared now – bonded – are we now soul mates – can we confide – have you tried to top yourself and failed – is that why you’re here


Ian i’m here because you agreed to meet me


Jimmy fifty-two – took a long time to ask


Ian it needed to be done


Jimmy well fuckin bully for you


Ian can we assume somethin


Jimmy yeah let’s do that – let’s assume – i assume you’re a cunt


Ian let’s assume we can both kick each other round the street


Jimmy stands up. Ian stands up. They face each other. The moment lasts, then they sit down.


the truth is i don’t know why i’m here – i feel dislocated or something – i have to sort things out – not being able to look myself in the eye when i’m havin a shave maybe – that’s why i’m here


Jimmy you’re here because i allowed you to be here


Ian what we do then is up to you


Jimmy is it


Ian yes


Jimmy maybe you should sit there an drink yer pint – take yer surroundings in – watch the match – if talk happens it happens – if it doesn’t – well sure ya had a pint an ya watched a match


They watch the match.


poland is ninety-nine per cent catholic – that’s a lot of catholics isn’t it – do some damage there – every time you shook a stick you’d hit one – (To Robert.) – anyone ever hit you with a stick robert


Robert my father – many times


Jimmy did he


Robert yes


Jimmy fuck that – my father never lifted his hand to me in his life – he should’ve done







OEBPS/faber-branding-logo.png





OEBPS/9780571299447_cover_epub.jpg
PLAYS

Owen McCafferty
Quietly






OEBPS/faber_online.jpg
fi

faber and faber





