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PETER OWEN JONES spent his early years in the countryside before working as a farm labourer. He was ordained, becoming a parish priest in 1992. He has since written a handful of books and presented several award-winning television programmes. At the time of writing he still serves as a parish priest in Sussex, England.
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Foreword


These luminous words have the weight of much listening about them. Just a few sentences a day will fill us with protein. This is the domain of direct encounter: no arid philosophising but a great nose for what Dylan Thomas calls the ‘green fuse’ of everything.


Conversations with Nature has a surprise when you really start to attend to its disclosures. A high moral bar. To engage with the sandpiper and the bear, the storm and the seed means to work on the fundament of our character. Or to get worked on. It’s inescapable. The book has an excavation of conscience at its centre. We remember something we once glimpsed. But not by receiving a scolding, but rather by a consistent announcement of the heart. It’s an old secret that most of our soul lives outside of our body, and some rare dialogue is being witnessed here, a psyche seeking echo-location with the tawny owl and the field mouse. Peter bangs into the stuff of life and finds it tremendous.




Like the turning seasons he spares us not the wild flower meadow or the lightning storm; I find myself returning again and again to these words:


The house of peace is built from the flints of suffering.


And the embers of peace Peter blows upon are not some privately curated equilibrium, but a peace between every living thing. That’s a mighty commitment to something radical in agency, a glimpse of Eden. That’s a peace unlikely to be realised in one lifetime. We feel the years now gathered in Peter, and I love the earned weight of his experience – his sorrows and substantial joys – that are all so present here. Everything is invited to the table.


Many of us have dry mouths and this is succulent wine. I will carry this little book in my pocket with chocolate and a hip flask. I will read the words on London buses and in Dartmoor woods. These across-species conversations are more than reverie, they are participation.
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