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In "The Man of the Forest," Zane Grey offers readers a captivating blend of adventure and romance set against the expansive backdrop of the American wilderness. The novel presents the story of a rugged hero, the eponymous man of the forest, whose intimate connection with nature and mastery of survival contrasts with the encroaching civilization of the early 20th century. Grey's prose is rich and evocative, employing vivid descriptions that immerse readers into the landscapes of the West while also providing a deep psychological insight into the characters' motivations. This work exemplifies the Western genre's themes of individualism, freedom, and the tension between nature and society, positioning it firmly within both the literary canon and the historical context of American frontier mythology. Zane Grey, a pivotal figure in American literature, was deeply influenced by his own experiences as an outdoorsman, fisherman, and part-time novelist. His affinity for the Western landscape and his fascination with its untamed spirit are evident in this work. Grey's background and his efforts in promoting the Western experience echo through the central narratives, paralleling his life's journey of exploring uncharted terrains and cultures, illuminating the human spirit amid the wilderness. For readers seeking a thrilling escapade through the American West, "The Man of the Forest" is a quintessential read. It not only presents a riveting story but also delves into the themes of courage, romance, and the profound connection between man and nature. Grey's masterful storytelling invites readers to reflect on the complexities of civilization and the wilderness, making this classic a timeless exploration of the American ethos. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A succinct Introduction situates the work's timeless appeal and themes. - The Synopsis outlines the central plot, highlighting key developments without spoiling critical twists. - A detailed Historical Context immerses you in the era's events and influences that shaped the writing. - A thorough Analysis dissects symbols, motifs, and character arcs to unearth underlying meanings. - Reflection questions prompt you to engage personally with the work's messages, connecting them to modern life. - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.
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In "The Greatest Zane Grey Westerns," readers are invited into the vivid and rugged landscapes of the American West, where adventure, romance, and the timeless struggle between civilization and savagery unfold. Grey's prose is characterized by its evocative imagery and rich character development, capturing the essence of frontier life while weaving complex narratives that often involve themes of heroism and morality. As a collection of his most celebrated tales, this compilation showcases Grey's unique contribution to the Western genre, cementing his status as a pioneer who shaped literary depictions of America's expansive territories during the early 20th century. Zane Grey, an ardent lover of the outdoors and a lifelong enthusiast of western exploits, drew inspiration from his own experiences as a fisherman and hunter, which informed his authentic portrayals of the West. Grey's passion for American history and the mythologizing of frontier life propelled him to become one of the most published authors of his time. His early career as a dentist belied a deeper yearning for storytelling, leading him to pen narratives that resonated with readers seeking escapism and adventure. This anthology is a must-read for lovers of adventure and Western lore. Whether you are a newcomer to Grey's works or a seasoned admirer of his style, this collection offers a perfect blend of thrilling escapades and profound character exploration, making it indispensable for anyone wishing to immerse themselves in the essence of the Western mythos. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A comprehensive Introduction outlines these selected works' unifying features, themes, or stylistic evolutions. - A Historical Context section situates the works in their broader era—social currents, cultural trends, and key events that underpin their creation. - A concise Synopsis (Selection) offers an accessible overview of the included texts, helping readers navigate plotlines and main ideas without revealing critical twists. - A unified Analysis examines recurring motifs and stylistic hallmarks across the collection, tying the stories together while spotlighting the different work's strengths. - Reflection questions inspire deeper contemplation of the author's overarching message, inviting readers to draw connections among different texts and relate them to modern contexts. - Lastly, our hand‐picked Memorable Quotes distill pivotal lines and turning points, serving as touchstones for the collection's central themes.
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Zane Grey's "The Desert of Wheat" is a poignant exploration of the American frontier set against the backdrop of the suffocating wheat fields of the West. Grey employs a vivid and lyrical style, weaving themes of love, war, and the harsh realities of life in rural America during World War I. The novel stands out for its intricate character development and lyrical prose, offering both a romantic idealism and a stark portrayal of the struggles faced by farmers grappling with economic and environmental adversities. Grey's evocative descriptions paint a vivid picture of the landscape, while his narrative tension reflects the turmoil of a nation at war. Zane Grey, an iconic figure in American literature, was profoundly influenced by his deep-seated passion for the outdoors and his experiences as a dentist and athlete. His love of adventure and the natural world is manifested in his writing, where he often depicted the rugged beauty of the American West. "The Desert of Wheat" reflects Grey's keen interest in social issues, especially concerning the plight of farmers, and highlights his belief in the resilience of the human spirit amid adversity. This novel is highly recommended for readers who appreciate rich storytelling infused with historical context. Grey's masterful blend of romance and realism not only entertains but also provokes thought about the socio-economic challenges of his time. "The Desert of Wheat" remains a vital work, resonating with contemporary themes of struggle and survival.
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In "The Best Western Classics of Zane Grey," readers are invited into the rugged and expansive landscapes of the American West, a recurring theme in Grey's illustrious oeuvre. This anthology masterfully weaves together tales of frontier life, featuring larger-than-life characters facing both physical and moral challenges. Grey's distinctive literary style combines rich, vivid descriptions with a keen understanding of nature and human psychology, allowing readers to immerse themselves in a world where adventure and virtue often collide amidst dramatic settings. The collection resonates within the literary context of early 20th-century America, reflecting the nation's burgeoning love affair with Western mythology and the romanticized ideals of exploration and courage. Zane Grey, born in 1872, was a writer whose passion for the outdoors and the Western landscape was rooted in his experiences as a fisherman and hunter. His works encapsulate not only his admiration for the natural world but also his deep understanding of American individualism and the complexities of frontier life. Inspired by his travels and the folklore of his native Ohio, Grey's narratives reveal a tumultuous interplay between civilization and wilderness, drawing readers into the heart of what he viewed as a quintessential American experience. This collection is an essential read for enthusiasts of Western literature and adventure narratives alike. Through Grey's captivating prose, modern readers can reconnect with the spirit of exploration and the timeless struggles that characterize the human experience. Lovers of narrative driven by action, morality, and the lure of the untamed will find themselves enthralled by these classic tales, illuminating both the spirit of their times and the enduring themes that continue to resonate today. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A comprehensive Introduction outlines these selected works' unifying features, themes, or stylistic evolutions. - A Historical Context section situates the works in their broader era—social currents, cultural trends, and key events that underpin their creation. - A concise Synopsis (Selection) offers an accessible overview of the included texts, helping readers navigate plotlines and main ideas without revealing critical twists. - A unified Analysis examines recurring motifs and stylistic hallmarks across the collection, tying the stories together while spotlighting the different work's strengths. - Reflection questions inspire deeper contemplation of the author's overarching message, inviting readers to draw connections among different texts and relate them to modern contexts. - Lastly, our hand‐picked Memorable Quotes distill pivotal lines and turning points, serving as touchstones for the collection's central themes.
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In "Wildfire," Zane Grey expertly weaves a rich tapestry of adventure, romance, and the untamed Spirit of the American West. Set against the backdrop of the rugged terrain of Arizona, the narrative follows the story of a passionate rancher, a fierce stallion, and the quest for love that transcends societal boundaries. Grey's vivid descriptions and dynamic characterizations illuminate the themes of courage, isolation, and the profound connection between humans and nature, capturing the spirit of the early 20th-century Western genre. The novel is notable for its cinematic prose and its deep engagement with the landscape of the West, echoing the concerns of a nation grappling with its identity during a time of significant change. Zane Grey, a prolific writer and one of the most prominent figures in early 20th-century American literature, drew inspiration from his experiences as an avid outdoorsman and deep appreciation for nature. His childhood in Ohio and subsequent travels out West heavily influenced his writing style, allowing him to convey authenticity and passion in his stories. Grey's ability to articulate the complexities of human emotion against the grandeur of nature has led to the lasting appeal of his works. For readers seeking an immersive experience that combines adventure with evocative prose, "Wildfire" serves as a quintessential example of Zane Grey's literary prowess. It is a compelling examination of love, loss, and the indomitable will of the human spirit, making it a must-read not only for fans of Westerns but also for those who appreciate richly drawn characters and complex narratives. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A succinct Introduction situates the work's timeless appeal and themes. - The Synopsis outlines the central plot, highlighting key developments without spoiling critical twists. - A detailed Historical Context immerses you in the era's events and influences that shaped the writing. - A thorough Analysis dissects symbols, motifs, and character arcs to unearth underlying meanings. - Reflection questions prompt you to engage personally with the work's messages, connecting them to modern life. - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.
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    As greed and fear tighten their grip on a frontier community, the test of justice becomes a measure of character. Zane Grey’s The Rustlers of Pecos County invites readers into a charged struggle between order and lawlessness in West Texas, where the line between survival and predation narrows with each passing day. From its opening tensions, the novel signals a contest of wills shaped by landscape, reputation, and courage, asking how far decent people will go to protect what is theirs. The result is an immersion in the moral weather of the West, as volatile as the skies over the desert plains.

This is a classic American Western, set in and around Pecos County, Texas, and published in the early twentieth century, when Grey was helping to define the popular image of the frontier. Though written decades after the cattle-drive era it evokes, the book looks back toward a time when rustling rings and contested authority unsettled ranching communities. Grey’s name had already become synonymous with sweeping Western vistas and high-stakes showdowns, and this novel bears those hallmarks. Its sense of place—remote settlements, open range, and hard-bitten towns—anchors the drama in a landscape that tests resolve as surely as any adversary.

The premise is direct and compelling: a determined lawman rides into a county menaced by organized rustlers and the civic complicity that shields them. He must read the terrain—human and geographic—while weighing whom to trust and how deeply to risk exposure. Grey builds tension from the inexorable friction between duty and danger, shaping a narrative of pursuit, ambushes, and uneasy alliances. Readers can expect brisk action interleaved with quiet, watchful passages in which motive, suspicion, and resolve deepen. The mood alternates between menace and hard-won hope, offering a story experience that balances rugged confrontation with a steady moral undercurrent.

At its core, the novel explores the cost of law in a place where formal institutions falter and personal codes fill the vacuum. Themes of corruption, intimidation, and community resilience run throughout, as ranchers, townspeople, and riders navigate shifting loyalties. Grey repeatedly returns to questions of identity—who one is when no one is watching—and to the price of violence even when committed in the name of justice. The land itself mirrors these tensions: vast, beautiful, and indifferent. In this setting, courage is not a posture but a practice, and fairness is fragile unless backed by resolve and sacrifice.

Grey’s storytelling blends lean, forward-driving scenes with descriptive passages that make the terrain palpable: dust, heat, wind, river bottoms, and starlit distances. His dialogue is spare and functional, moving the plot while revealing character without ornament. Set-pieces—trail confrontations, covert scouting, sudden eruptions of gunfire—arrive with clarity rather than spectacle, and the aftermath of action is allowed to register. The pacing is measured, building pressure in increments so that climactic moments feel earned. Throughout, the narrative voice remains steady and serious, favoring moral clarity over cynicism while acknowledging the ambiguities that arise when justice must be wrested from disorder.

Situated in a period when the Western was ascending in American popular culture, The Rustlers of Pecos County participates in the tradition that shaped the frontier as a national myth. It underscores the recurring American question of who controls the use of force—outlaw, officeholder, or citizen—and under what mandate. The book’s focus on rustling, intimidation, and civic failure taps into long-standing anxieties about power and accountability, framed against a landscape that amplifies isolation and interdependence alike. Grey’s treatment helped codify expectations for the genre: the principled outsider, the compromised town, and the difficult path toward a more lawful peace.

For contemporary readers, the novel’s relevance lies in its clear-eyed regard for how communities confront entrenched wrongdoing and the uneasy trade-offs that follow. It speaks to debates about institutional trust, vigilant action, and the shared work of restoring fairness without losing humanity. As a reading experience, it offers brisk momentum, vivid sense of place, and the satisfaction of seeing character revealed under pressure. The Rustlers of Pecos County stands as both an adventure and a reflection on responsibility, reminding us that courage is most persuasive when paired with restraint, and that the measure of justice is found in what it protects as much as what it punishes.
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    The Rustlers of Pecos County opens in a stretch of West Texas where cattle theft, political intimidation, and gunmen have combined to undermine formal law. The Texas Rangers, thinly spread and often unwelcome, identify one county as a center of the trouble, with a small town and surrounding ranges serving as the hub for organized rustling. The novel establishes the uneasy equilibrium: ranchers who resist face reprisals, timid officials look the other way, and saloons serve as unofficial courts. Against this backdrop, the Rangers quietly prepare an infiltration, hoping to expose the network directing the thefts rather than merely chasing individual raiders.

At roughly the same time, young women connected to a prominent ranching household near the embattled town provide a domestic counterpoint to the menace. Through their relatively sheltered perspective, the landscape is vivid, the work of the range is demanding, and the customs of the frontier are both alluring and unsettling. Their presence draws cowboys, foremen, and officials into closer orbit, revealing rivalries beneath polite exchanges. The ranch house becomes a stage for conversations that hint at divided loyalties, while rumors of recent drives missing head and brands altered intensify gossip.

The Rangers’ plan pairs a seasoned operative and a younger partner. One will take to the open, passing as a drifting cowboy to join outfits where cattle cross disputed lines. The other keeps to the shadows around town, studying saloon traffic, card tables, and night riders, probing to learn who benefits from the thefts. They coordinate in secret, exchanging signals and notes, careful not to expose themselves prematurely. Their approach is patient, focused on following money, trails, and whispers toward the inner circle. Yet the risks are immediate, as any misstep would bring gunfire and ruin the broader investigation.

As weeks pass, the book details how the rustling machinery operates. Small bands gather cattle at night, alter brands on secluded ranges, and move stock along hidden watercourses toward markets or remote canyons. Scouts ride ahead to watch for posses, while lawyers and officers in town delay any legal response. A few ranchers, weary of losses, contemplate taking matters into their own hands, but the threat of ambush keeps most quiet. The Rangers cross-check trails, tally missing beeves, and note regular gatherings of certain men. The picture that emerges is systematic theft protected by influence as well as by guns.

The social world continues alongside the danger. Dances, visits, and rides bring the household’s young women into contact with both principled men and those with opaque motives. The undercover Ranger, embedded with cowhands, must balance honesty with the role he plays, deflecting questions while earning trust. Misunderstandings arise, particularly when acts of vigilance look like outlawry to onlookers. The narrative shows how reputations form quickly in a tight community, and how a careless word can fix suspicion. Affection begins to grow between certain characters, yet duty, secrecy, and the weight of local gossip complicate any straightforward courtship.

Pressure mounts through a series of confrontations. A night ride ends in a sharp exchange among mesquite flats, and rumor outruns truth by morning. An attempt to serve warrants falters when a crowd gathers to block it, exposing the weakness of paper law. The sheriff’s office becomes a focal point for both confidence and distrust. The undercover Ranger’s position grows precarious as he is tested by men eager to see where he stands. Meanwhile, the town’s merchants and smallholders begin to quietly choose sides, and even the ranch house is touched by the fallout of escalating violence.

A turning point arrives after a brazen raid rattles the countryside and shocks even the complacent. The Rangers, having traced key trails and transactions, conclude that the time for partial measures has passed. They recruit a handful of discreet allies, reveal their identities to those whose help is essential, and lay out a plan designed to separate the rank-and-file rustlers from the guiding hands. The strategy involves synchronized moves in town and on the range, careful timing, and the use of the rustlers’ own signals. The goal is to break the ring’s cohesion without igniting indiscriminate bloodshed.

What follows is a succession of swift rides, shadowed approaches, and tense meetings at corrals and river crossings. Several figures, long suspected but never named aloud, are confronted in settings that test nerve and judgment as much as marksmanship. The story emphasizes the strain of operating under cover, the need to protect civilians, and the limits of force in a close-knit place. Relationships steeped in secrecy face their reckoning as truths emerge in constrained, charged scenes. The Rangers press their advantage where they can and yield where they must, seeking to pull down the structure of theft while preserving community.

The novel closes by showing the reassertion of order as a gradual process rather than a single triumph. By exposing methods and breaking alliances, the Rangers aim to make rustling unprofitable and dangerous, allowing local institutions to function honestly. The personal outcomes for those who risked trust are shaped by the hard choices demanded by the frontier. The book’s central message underscores the tension between individual courage and organized wrongdoing, and the necessity of patient, principled action to restore law in a violent environment. The final pages suggest a measure of peace, earned through vigilance, restraint, and perseverance.





Historical Context




Table of Contents




    Zane Grey situates The Rustlers of Pecos County in the late nineteenth century, in and around Pecos County, West Texas, a sparsely settled, semi‑arid region anchored by Fort Stockton and the Pecos River. The county was created in 1871 (organized in 1875) from parts of Presidio County, inheriting a landscape of open range, few fences, and long distances between ranches and towns. Comanche Springs made Fort Stockton a strategic oasis, while surrounding mesas, canyons, and brush offered concealment to outlaws. This time and place were marked by rapid economic change, contested authority between local sheriffs and state forces, and the gradual transition from open-range ranching to enclosed, regulated stock raising.

The post–Civil War cattle boom (circa 1866–1885) and the long trail drives profoundly shaped West Texas. The Goodnight–Loving Trail, opened in 1866 by Charles Goodnight and Oliver Loving, ran west toward the Pecos River and north into New Mexico, moving herds to Army posts and railheads. Between 1866 and 1890, an estimated 10 million cattle were driven north from Texas, creating fortunes—and opportunities for theft. Loose roundups, unbranded mavericks, and brand‑altering techniques made rustling difficult to police. Grey’s narrative mirrors this milieu: large outfits, scattered line camps, and nighttime drives provide the practical conditions for organized rustlers, while ranchers’ anxiety over lost stock fuels vigilantism and the call for state intervention.

The Texas Rangers’ late‑nineteenth‑century evolution is central to the book’s world. The Legislature created the Frontier Battalion in 1874 under Major John B. Jones to suppress raids and outlaws; captains such as Leander H. McNelly (active in South Texas, 1875–1876) and later figures like John R. Hughes became emblematic of decisive, semi‑autonomous policing on the frontier. After 1901 the force was reorganized as the Ranger Force, but in the 1870s–1890s Rangers rode company‑sized patrols, used brand inspectors, and coordinated with county posses. Grey’s Ranger protagonists reflect these methods: hard‑riding detachments confront rustler syndicates, navigate jurisdictional conflicts with sheriffs, and expose courthouse complicity that often let organized theft thrive.

Barbed wire transformed Texas after Joseph Glidden’s 1874 patent. As large ranches fenced water and grass, "fence‑cutting wars" erupted in 1883–1884 across West and Central Texas, including the Edwards Plateau and neighboring counties to Pecos County. Governor John Ireland pushed a special session in 1884 that made fence cutting and pasture arson felonies and outlawed fencing public roads and water. Local stock laws, enabled by the 1876 Constitution, gradually curtailed open‑range norms. This enclosure crisis underlies Grey’s depiction of factional violence: disputes over access to water and drift fences become flashpoints, and rustlers exploit contested boundaries and confused brand claims to mask theft as legitimate roundup activity.

Railroads altered West Texas commerce and crime. The Southern Pacific reached El Paso in 1881, linking to the Texas & Pacific at Sierra Blanca the same year, while shipping points at Pecos City (Reeves County) redirected trails and markets. Rail access concentrated money, cattle, and seasonal labor in saloon districts where gambling, payrolls, and illicit stock deals flourished. Rapid transport also made it easier to move altered brands out of the region. Grey’s towns—crowded with dance halls, brokers, and transient cowhands—echo these railroad boom environments, where stolen herds could be mixed and shipped quickly, forcing Rangers and stock inspectors to surveil yards, bills of sale, and cattle-car manifests.

Federal military posts framed the security of the region. Camp Stockton (established 1859 at Comanche Springs; reoccupied 1867 after the Civil War and active until 1886) supported patrols against Comanche and Mescalero Apache raids and protected travel on the San Antonio–El Paso Road. The Red River War (1874–1875) and subsequent reservations effectively ended large‑scale Native resistance on the Southern Plains, opening ranch country but leaving a residual culture of armed self‑help. Grey’s setting reflects this transition: the Army’s withdrawal leaves county lawmen and Rangers as the chief arbiters of order, shifting the locus of violence from interethnic warfare to stock theft, political intimidation, and saloon‑based rackets.

Reconstruction’s aftermath brought fragmented authority, partisan sheriff elections, and vigilantism. County "courthouse rings" dispensed patronage and sometimes colluded with gambling houses and cattle buyers. Extralegal violence was widespread; the Tuskegee Institute later recorded 468 lynchings in Texas between 1882 and 1968, with late‑nineteenth‑century peaks. In response, ranchers organized collectively: the Texas and Southwestern Cattle Raisers Association (founded 1877) hired brand inspectors and worked with Rangers and railroad agents to prosecute theft. Grey channels these realities by portraying compromised local officials, merchant‑saloon alliances, and stockmen who turn to state power and private associations, revealing how economic networks, not just lone outlaws, sustained rustling.

The book functions as a social critique by exposing how frontier capitalism and fragmented governance bred systemic corruption and violence. Grey’s depiction of rustling syndicates intertwined with saloon bosses and pliant sheriffs critiques county‑level patronage regimes and the unequal application of law. Conflicts over fencing and water underscore how enclosure privileged well‑capitalized ranchers while pushing smallholders and drifters into precarity—and sometimes crime. By casting Rangers and stock inspectors as counterweights, the narrative questions the adequacy of local democracy in safeguarding justice, suggesting that powerful interests shaped courts, elections, and markets, and that the promise of order required reform as much as gunfire.
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In the morning, after breakfasting early, I took a turn up and down the main street of Sanderson[1], made observations and got information likely to serve me at some future day, and then I returned to the hotel ready for what might happen.

The stage-coach was there and already full of passengers. This stage did not go to Linrock, but I had found that another one left for that point three days a week.

Several cowboy broncos stood hitched to a railing and a little farther down were two buckboards, with horses that took my eye. These probably were the teams Colonel Sampson[2] had spoken of to George Wright.

As I strolled up, both men came out of the hotel. Wright saw me, and making an almost imperceptible sign to Sampson, he walked toward me.

"You're the cowboy Russ?" he asked.

I nodded and looked him over. By day he made as striking a figure as I had noted by night, but the light was not generous to his dark face.

"Here's your pay," he said, handing me some bills. "Miss Sampson won't need you out at the ranch any more."

"What do you mean? This is the first I've heard about that."

"Sorry, kid. That's it," he said abruptly. "She just gave me the money—told me to pay you off. You needn't bother to speak with her about it."

He might as well have said, just as politely, that my seeing her, even to say good-by, was undesirable.

As my luck would have it, the girls appeared at the moment, and I went directly up to them, to be greeted in a manner I was glad George Wright could not help but see.

In Miss Sampson's smile and "Good morning, Russ," there was not the slightest discoverable sign that I was not to serve her indefinitely.

It was as I had expected—she knew nothing of Wright's discharging me in her name.

"Miss Sampson," I said, in dismay, "what have I done? Why did you let me go?"

She looked astonished.

"Russ, I don't understand you."

"Why did you discharge me?" I went on, trying to look heart-broken. "I haven't had a chance yet. I wanted so much to work for you—Miss Sally, what have I done? Why did she discharge me?"

"I did not," declared Miss Sampson, her dark eyes lighting.

"But look here—here's my pay," I went on, exhibiting the money. "Mr. Wright just came to me—said you sent this money—that you wouldn't need me out at the ranch."

It was Miss Sally then who uttered a little exclamation. Miss Sampson seemed scarcely to have believed what she had heard.

"My cousin Mr. Wright said that?"

I nodded vehemently.

At this juncture Wright strode before me, practically thrusting me aside.

"Come girls, let's walk a little before we start," he said gaily. "I'll show you Sanderson."

"Wait, please," Miss Sampson replied, looking directly at him. "Cousin George, I think there's a mistake—perhaps a misunderstanding. Here's the cowboy I've engaged—Mr. Russ. He declares you gave him money—told him I discharged him."

"Yes, cousin, I did," he replied, his voice rising a little. There was a tinge of red in his cheek. "We—you don't need him out at the ranch. We've any numbers of boys. I just told him that—let him down easy—didn't want to bother you."

Certain it was that George Wright had made a poor reckoning. First she showed utter amaze, then distinct disappointment, and then she lifted her head with a kind of haughty grace. She would have addressed him then, had not Colonel Sampson come up.

"Papa, did you instruct Cousin George to discharge Russ?" she asked.

"I sure didn't," declared the colonel, with a laugh. "George took that upon his own hands."

"Indeed! I'd like my cousin to understand that I'm my own mistress. I've been accustomed to attending to my own affairs and shall continue doing so.[1q] Russ, I'm sorry you've been treated this way. Please, in future, take your orders from me."

"Then I'm to go to Linrock with you?" I asked.

"Assuredly. Ride with Sally and me to-day, please."

She turned away with Sally, and they walked toward the first buckboard.

Colonel Sampson found a grim enjoyment in Wright's discomfiture.

"Diane's like her mother was, George," he said. "You've made a bad start with her."

Here Wright showed manifestation of the Sampson temper, and I took him to be a dangerous man, with unbridled passions.
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