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Foreword


Humans have always needed a best friend. Over the centuries—indeed millennia—various dogs have filled that need. Gradually, however, we developed dogs whose main purpose was not to hunt or herd, to guard or get dinner, but simply to provide us with companionship.


One of the largest collections of dogs that fulfill this important function is the AKC® Toy Group. These diminutive dogs may be called toys, but they are not playthings. Their small stature belies big hearts and big attitudes. Upon first glance, their size seems to be the only thing that the breeds have in common, but with a deeper look it becomes apparent that there are several subgroups of toy dogs. And, within these subgroups, there has been considerable crossing and recrossing that has led to the development of the toy breeds as we know them today.


Small companion dogs have always been part of Eastern and Western civilization. Paintings and mosaics of the rich houses of Pompeii depict a variety of small dogs as happy, cherished animals. Although the famous mosaic that reads Cave Canem, meaning “Beware the Dog,” has been interpreted by most cynologists as a warning of guard dogs, French veterinarian and writer Fernand Mery believed otherwise. Mery championed a new school of thought which believes that Cave Canem was actually a warning to make sure not to step on the numerous toy dogs sleeping around the house.


The great ladies of Imperial Rome valued their lapdogs above price, and for centuries afterward, pet dogs were a privilege of the leisured classes. Indeed, the keeping of most purebred dogs was not allowed among the peasant population.


Medieval fanciers had other tasks for toy dogs besides companionship. In 1486, Dame Juliana Berners, prioress of the Sopewell Nunnery, described toy dogs as “smaller laydees poppees that bare away the fleas.” In the sixteenth century, Dr. Johannes Caius, physician to Queen Elizabeth I, wrote that toy dogs should be carried to ward off sickness.


Some dogs within the Toy Group, such as the Toy Manchester Terrier and Toy Poodle, are actually toy varieties of larger cousins with the same standards. Others, such as the Pug, Shih Tzu and Pekingese, just happen to be small dogs that are not toy versions of anything else. Many of the toy breeds have, in fact, varied greatly in size over the years.


[image: A photo of Cavalier King Charles Spaniel sitting on a person's lap, with houseplants visible in the background.]


Toy dogs have been bred to sit on the laps of royalty, like this Cavalier King Charles Spaniel.
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Biewer Terrier
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Brussels Griffon
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Cavalier King Charles Spaniel
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Chihuahua
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Chinese Crested
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English Toy Spaniel
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Havanese
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Italian Greyhound
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Japanese Chin
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Maltese




	[image: ]

Manchester Terrier (Toy)
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Miniature Pinscher
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Papillon
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Pekingese
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Pomeranian




	[image: ]

Poodle (Toy)




	[image: ]

Pug
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Russian Toy
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Shih Tzu
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Silky Terrier
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Toy Fox Terrier
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Yorkshire Terrier
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What Is the AKC®?


In September 1884, a group of sportsmen gathered in Philadelphia to establish an organization to govern dog shows in the United States. Each member of the group was a representative or “delegate” from a dog club that had, in the recent past, held a dog show or field trial. It was the birth of the American Kennel Club® (AKC®).


Since that historic meeting, the AKC®, a club of clubs, has blossomed into the world’s largest registry of purebred dogs and the nation’s leading not-forprofit organization devoted to the study, breeding, and advancement of all things canine.


From glamorous dog shows in spotlighted arenas to small obedience matches on summer afternoons, promoting the benefits of the purebred dog is the AKC®’s central focus, but it is far from the whole picture.


It’s the love of dogs, in their infinite variety, that is the soul of the AKC®. The organization is dedicated to protecting the rights of breeders and dog owners, as well as promoting responsible dog ownership.
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Among other programs, the AKC® has built the world’s largest database of purebred canine DNA profiles for parentage-verification and genetic-identity purposes, like in verifying these beautiful Chihuahuas.




[image: A photo a Maltese outside in fallen leaves, which contrasts with its white coat.]


The Maltese is just one of many toy breeds that make a wonderful pet.




Advancing Health and Welfare


• AKC® Canine Health Foundation (CHF): Founded in 1995 as an independent, affiliated nonprofit organization, CHF is dedicated to advancing the health of all dogs and increasing their owners’ knowledge by funding scientific research and supporting the dissemination of health information to prevent, treat, and cure canine disease.


• AKC® Reunite: The mission of the nation’s largest nonprofit pet recovery service is to keep pet microchipping and enrollment affordable, with no annual fees, so more lost pets can find their way home. Since 1995, AKC® has helped reunite more than 600,000 lost pets with their owners. More than ten million pets (of thirty-five different species) are enrolled in the AKC® Reunite pet-recovery service. As a nonprofit, AKC® Reunite gives its profits back to the US pet community through programs including grants to support volunteer canine search and rescue organizations, microchip scanner donations to shelters and rescues, and the AKC® Pet Disaster Relief trailers that deliver nonperishable necessities for sheltering pets to local emergency-management teams. These trailers provide animal-care services during the first critical hours following a disaster, before FEMA support and services can be deployed. Additionally, AKC® Reunite’s Adopt a K-9 Cop grant program matches donations from AKC® clubs to provide funds for police departments to acquire a K-9 officer.


• AKC® Humane Fund: The AKC® Humane Fund celebrates and supports responsible dog ownership with grants, scholarships, the Awards for Canine Excellence, and other programs. Its grants for pet-friendly domestic violence shelters and breed rescue organizations advance and uphold the human-canine bond.


• AKC® Inspections: The AKC® is the only purebred registry in the United States with an ongoing routine kennel-inspection program. The AKC® has a dedicated team of field agents who visit kennels to help breeders while ensuring the proper care and conditions of AKC®-registered dogs and verifying that breeders are maintaining accurate records for their dogs. Since 2000, AKC® field agents have conducted over 70,000 inspections nationwide.



Building Community


The AKC® offers a wealth of education, information, and experiences for people who love dogs, including:


• Public Events: AKC Meet the Breeds®, its flagship event held in New York City, introduces thousands of people to new breeds, dog sports, AKC® initiatives, and activities.


• AKC® Education: This department strives to be the source of knowledge for all things dog, educating the public about purebred dogs, the sport of purebred dogs, and responsible dog ownership. AKC® Education meets this goal through online courses and exams for judges, groomers, breeders, trainers, and more via the AKC® Canine College. Additionally, AKC® Public Education offers numerous programs for the community such as the AKC® Canine Ambassador Program, AKC® PupPals, and AKC®Educator Resources. Finally, informative webinars are offered free of charge monthly on topics of interest for all dog owners.


• Award-Winning Magazines: AKC® Family Dog, published six times a year, is packed with expert advice on health, grooming, behavior, and training, as well as heartwarming and inspiring tales of dogs and their owners that you will find nowhere else. The AKC® Gazette features breed columns for every registered AKC® breed.


• Website: AKC.org, the organization’s website, gives the public 24/7 access to the world’s most extensive storehouse of knowledge on all topics related to dogs. It is also the go-to place for topnotch goods and services.


• AKC.tv: The digital network AKC.tv features dog-related programming 24/7, as well as an on-demand library of world-class dog events, training and health tips, and original series created especially for dog owners and lovers, such as AKC Good Dog TV.


• The AKC® Museum of the Dog: Founded in 1980 in New York City, this AKC® gallery is the world’s finest collection of dog-related art, comprising depictions of man’s best friend in oil, watercolor, ink, and sculpture.
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The AKC® Museum of the Dog in New York City has this life-size bronze Havanese statue on display. It is modeled after Bono, the top-winning Havanese show dog.




• The AKC® Research Library: Founded in 1934, this library is a unique repository of dog-related books, memorabilia, and ephemera, including many rare and antique editions, modern works, bound periodicals, and stud books from all over the world. The library presently contains more than 18,000 volumes.


• AKC® Canine Partners: Begun in 2009, this important program is designed to promote responsible ownership of both purebred and mixed breeds. It allows mixed breeds to enter companion events, based solely on the dogs’ training and performance. There are over 500,000 dogs enrolled. Mixed breeds are eligible to title in tracking and therapy dog work, as well as flyball, Barn Hunt, dock diving, agility, and much more.


Recognizing Greatness


The AKC® honors heroes, canine and human, who have gone above and beyond the call of duty, from police dogs to community activists to fanciers who have made outstanding contributions to the improvement and preservation of their breeds. These awards include:


• The AKC® Humane Fund Award for Canine Excellence (ACE): Every year since 2000, the AKC® and the AKC® Humane Fund have chosen teams who exemplify everything that’s best about the canine/human bond. The categories include therapy dog, service, search and rescue, uniformed services K-9, and, of course, exemplary companion.


• Breeder of the Year Award: The AKC® recognizes and celebrates an outstanding purebred dog breeder with the annual Breeder of the Year Award. The award honors those breeders who have dedicated their lives to improving the health, temperament, and quality of purebred dogs. At a special presentation held during the AKC®/Royal Canin National Championship, a breeder, or pair of breeders, is recognized in each of the seven groups. At the conclusion of the presentation, one of the seven group recipients is chosen as the Breeder of the Year.


• Lifetime Achievement Awards: The AKC® Lifetime Achievement Awards were established in 1998 to celebrate those individuals whose many years of dedication have led to significant contributions to their breeds and the dog sport on a national level.
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The AKC® has plenty of resources to help you connect with your dog, like this Russian Toy.







Anatomy of a Dog


The dog is much more than the sum of his parts. Still, it’s important to remember that dogs’ beauty and talents—and our emotional responses to them—have been molded over at least fifteen thousand years of evolution. Beyond the evolutionary process, selective breeding created unique looks and enhanced inborn abilities and temperament, all related to how those various parts come together. Those parts and how they are assembled have created the most versatile species on earth. Today, there are dogs for all kinds of jobs, whether it’s leaping out of a helicopter to save a person who is drowning or nestling into a lap to comfort the elderly. In many ways, dogs and people are very much alike, beings composed of such stuff as bone, blood, muscle, skin, and hair. Using DNA from a Boxer named Tasha, scientists created a map of the canine genome. Comparisons to the human version have shown us that, genetically speaking, there’s only about a 15-percent difference between you and your dog. That’s why dogs are proving to be such excellent models for scientists seeking treatments for the worst human illnesses, such as cancer, heart disease, and arthritis.
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Every part of the dogs we know today, like this Miniature Pinscher’s compact body, is created for a specific purpose in that dog’s life.





Breed Standards


Many spectators at dog shows wonder how judges, in the two-and-a-half minutes allocated to examine a dog in the ring, can pick a winner. What is the judge looking at when he or she peers into the dog’s mouth, runs his or her hand along the dog’s sides, and steps back and intently watches every step as the handler and the dog move around the ring? How does the judge choose one dog over another?


Judges evaluate dogs based on a written description of an ideal specimen, which is known as the breed standard. A dog who possesses all the best traits mentioned in the standard is said to have good type.


In an examination, the judge will go over each dog with his or her hands, checking for breed-type points, those physical characteristics that give the breed its unique shape, movement, and overall appearance.


It’s impossible to list every anatomical point the judge will consider; there are hundreds. But following is a quick rundown of some of the highlights, as well as the terms used to describe a few variations that separate a giant, plushly coated Tibetan Mastiff from a petite, near-naked Chinese Crested.


HEAD


The shape of the skull; how the eyes are set; the size of the jaws and cheeks; color, size, and shape of the nose; size, shape, and placement of the ears, all of these are described in detail in a breed standard. These characteristics establish expression and help the dog do his job. Some experts have counted as many as forty-five different kinds of canine noggins. There are dogs whose heads have a unique structure, such as the egg-shaped appearance of the Bull Terrier or the massive skull of the Dogue de Bordeaux. Dog heads, in general, come in three basic shapes:


• brachycephalic, round and short-nosed, as seen in breeds like the Boston Terrier, Pug, and Pekingese


• dolichocephalic, long, narrow-skulled, like Borzoi, Greyhounds, and Collies


• mesaticephalic, with medium proportions, as seen in many retrievers and setters


EARS


Ears: Whether they’re the oversized triangles of a Pembroke Welsh Corgi, the long, velvety flaps of the Basset Hound, or the butterfly wings that grace the head of the Papillon, ears are among the most expressive parts of the dog. The size, shape, and the ear set, (how the lobes are attached to the head) contribute a lot to the overall look. There are more than thirty terms used to describe the various canine ear shapes. Here are just a few:


• bat ear


• blunt-tipped ear


• flying ear


• folding ear


BITE


Most dogs have forty-two teeth, twenty in the upper jaw, twenty-two in the lower. When a judge looks into a dog’s mouth, he or she is making sure that all the teeth are present and that the bite conforms to the breed standard. There are four basic bites, and each serves a purpose either in creating an expression or in the dog’s work:


• overshot


• undershot


• level


• scissors


FRONT ASSEMBLY


The front assembly generally refers to the shoulders and the front legs. Correct form here allows the dog’s legs to move out in front, what is known as reach. Ideal reach will differ between, say, a Saluki and a Bulldog, and this will be determined by the construction of the shoulders, legs, and forefeet. Judges pay special attention to angulation, the angles of bones and joints. Angulation is one of the most important aspects of canine anatomy. Correct angulation encourages proper muscular development, which makes for a dog who can move with ease.


FEET


Dogs’ feet come in several shapes:


• Cat feet, compact with a short third digit, are thought to improve endurance because they are easier to lift.


• Webbed feet are good for swimming breeds like the Newfoundland, Labrador Retriever, and Portuguese Water Dog.


• Hare feet are elongated with two center toes larger than the side toes, seen in some sighthounds and toy breeds.
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The Pug has a brachycephalic head.
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Canine poetry in motion, a dog’s gait reflects its structure, purpose, and character. Here is the Papillon.




RIB CAGE


Dogs have nine pairs of true ribs (connected directly to the breastbone), three pairs of false ribs (connected together by cartilage), and a set of floating ribs (unattached, as name implies). Judges will check for spring, the curvature in the ribs, which indicates how much space there is for heart and lungs.


REAR ASSEMBLY


The rear assembly—structure of the hindquarters—contributes to the dog’s ability to thrust forward with his back legs, allowing him to sprint and leap. This is known as drive. As with the front assembly, correct angulation is extremely important. Also, the front and rear must be in balance, or the dog’s movement will be impaired.


TAILS


Finally, the judge will look at the tail and the tailset (how the tail is attached to the dog’s rump). As with ears, there are many different types of tails, and there’s a separate ideal for each breed:


• plume


• curled


• sickle


• otter


• screw





Finding the Perfect Puppy


Adding a dog to your household is a big decision, one not to be made on impulse. The right choice may enhance your life beyond all expectations, while a bad one can mean aggravation, disappointment, and heartache. So, with the millions of puppies and dogs out there, how do you pick the right one?
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Ask yourself if you’re ready for a long commitment before getting a puppy, like this Shih Tzu.





Are You Ready for a Dog?


First, it’s important to ask yourself some hard questions. If you have a family that includes a spouse and children, sit down with them and ask them these questions too. Nothing is sadder than a puppy purchased on impulse because “the kids wanted a dog”—a puppy who is then relegated to the backyard when the novelty wears off.


When you start to consider owning a dog, here are some of the important lifestyle questions to ask yourself:


• Do I have time for walks, training, and daily maintenance?


• Am I prepared for the expense of dog ownership, which includes regular veterinary care, such as exams and vaccinations, as well as food, bedding, training, and toys?


• Am I willing to include the dog in my life? Dogs are highly social creatures. They do best when they are actively involved in as much of their human’s life as possible. A dog will not be happy sitting home all day while his people are at work, then getting a brief walk before a long night home alone again because his people like to go out after work.


• Can I make a commitment to the average ten-to twenty-year life span of most dogs?


Pick Your Breed


If you answer yes to all these questions, you next need to determine which breed of dog is best for you. That can be achieved by asking yourself how you hope to include a dog in your life:


• Are you a marathon runner looking for a jogging buddy or are you a couch potato who wants a pal to join you watching TV?


• Do you mind having to vacuum every day?


• Are you interested in getting involved in such sports as agility, field trials, or conformation dog showing?


• Would you prefer a dog who reflects your heritage?


• Do you have young children in the house?


These are just a few of the questions that you should ask yourself in narrowing down the right breed for you. Think about every aspect of your life and consider how your dog should fit in.
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Before you get a puppy, like one of these Biewer Terriers, consider if you have the time to dedicate to walks, training, daily maintenance, and more.
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Breeders seek to produce litters stamped with unmistakable breed type, consistent soundness, and excellent temperaments, like with these Pomeranian puppies.





Choose Your Breeder


Once you settle on a breed, you come to the next and most important step—finding that perfect puppy. When you start your search, the most often-repeated bit of advice you’ll hear is: “Go to a responsible breeder.”


Many people, though, don’t know how to do that, or even what the term really means. You can’t just walk up to a person selling puppies and say, “Are you a responsible breeder?” The answer, of course, will be “YES!”


Before you start looking, you need to understand the real meaning of the words “responsible” or “reputable” breeder and how you can distinguish between that person and someone just out to make a buck, or someone who may be well-meaning but hasn’t the time, energy, or experience to breed quality puppies. It is not simply a matter of putting two nice dogs together and hoping for the best.


What Is a Responsible Breeder?


Dog breeding is both science and art. A breeder must know all about canine genetics and anatomy, nutrition, and psychology, both canine and human. He or she must know how to read a pedigree to choose sires and dams who will produce beautiful puppies, healthy and sound in both body and mind. The breeder must know the history of the breed, what role these dogs have played through the years, and how that role may be changing in the modern world. He or she must have what is known as “an eye for a dog,” an ability to see which dogs in a litter have the physical attributes to be a great example of a breed. The breeder must have a solid background in training and dog behavior, the knowhow to size up a litter and say which puppy has the mental and emotional makeup to someday become a natural show dog, an agility champ, or a great pet.


It’s impossible to pick this up overnight. Decades of dedication and experience, learning what works and doesn’t, go into dog breeding. Some of the breeders you meet may have whelped their first litters before you were born. And, if you are going to a new breeder, that person will likely have a mentor, a more experienced breeder who has shared knowledge with the newcomer.
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A good, AKC®-affiliated breeder will know all about canine genetics and anatomy, like with this Cavalier King Charles Spaniel and her puppies.
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Choose a breeder who cares for their litter and the breed in general. See these Toy Poodle puppies.
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