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Hi! I’m Humphrey. I’m lucky to be the classroom hamster in Room 26 of Longfellow School. It’s a big job because I have to go home with a different student each weekend and try to help my friends. Luckily, my cage has a lock-that-doesn’t-lock, so I can get out and have BIG-BIG-BIG adventures!
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Og


a frog, is the other classroom pet in Room 26. He makes a funny sound: BOING!
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Aldo Amato


is a grown-up who cleans Room 26 at night. He’s a special friend who always brings me a treat and seems to understand my squeaks better than most humans.
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Mrs Brisbane


is our teacher. She really understands her students – even me!
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Repeat-It-Please-Richie


is Aldo’s nephew and a classmate of mine.
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Stop-Giggling-Gail


loves to giggle – and so do I!
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Speak-Up-Sayeh


is unsqueakably smart, but she’s shy and doesn’t like to speak in class.
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Raise-Your-Hand-Heidi


is always quick with an answer.
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Pay-Attention-Art


is a FUN-FUN-FUN friend!




 





I think you’ll like my other friends, too, such as Wait-For-The-Bell-Garth, Lower-Your-Voice-A.J. Mrs Brisbane and Don’t-Complain-Mandy.
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It was Friday afternoon in Room 26 of Longfellow School, where I’m the classroom hamster.


I was nibbling on a yummy carrot stick when I heard Mrs Brisbane say, ‘Class, don’t forget to bring in your science projects on Monday.’


That was such exciting news, I almost dropped my carrot.





My classmates had been talking about their experiments all week and they sounded unsqueakably interesting!


I turned to Og, the other classroom pet.


‘Did you hear that, Og?’ I said. ‘We’re going to see everyone’s science projects on Monday!’


‘BOING!’ Og replied. He makes a funny sound, but he can’t help it. He’s a frog.


‘Who would like to give us a sneak peek of your project now?’ Mrs Brisbane asked.


‘I would!’ Raise-Your-Hand-Heidi called out.





‘Heidi, what did you forget to do?’ Mrs Brisbane said.


Heidi raised her hand. ‘Sorry,’ she said. ‘I’m testing different liquids to see how long it takes for them to freeze.’


‘Interesting,’ Mrs Brisbane said. ‘What have you tried?’


‘Plain water, sugar water and salt water,’ Heidi said.
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A.J.’s hand shot up. ‘I don’t get it,’ he said in his loud voice. ‘Won’t they be melted by the time you get to school?’


‘Lower-Your-Voice-A.J.,’ Mrs Brisbane reminded him.


‘All right,’ he said in a softer voice. ‘But won’t they melt?’
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‘Yes,’ Heidi said. ‘So I’m taking pictures and keeping a chart. That’s what I’ll bring in.’


Just thinking about things that are COLD-COLD-COLD made me shiver, even though I have a fur coat!


‘How about you, Sayeh?’ Mrs Brisbane asked next. Speak-Up-Sayeh didn’t raise her hand because she doesn’t like to talk in class.


Sayeh smiled shyly. ‘I’m growing beans on my windowsill,’ she said. ‘Some will have full sun and some will be covered.’
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Stop-Giggling-Gail was growing mould in her fridge. Mould sounded yucky but Gail said it was fun.


 Pay-Attention-Art talked about magnets and Golden-Miranda said something about making a rainbow.





Then I noticed Richie Rinaldi waving his hand.


Mrs Brisbane asked him to speak.


‘Mrumsum,’ Repeat-It-Please-Richie said. At least that’s what I heard. And hamsters have very good hearing.


‘Repeat-It-Please-Richie,’ Mrs Brisbane said. ‘And this time, say it so I can understand it.’


‘May I take Humphrey home this weekend?’ Richie asked. ‘I need him for my experiment.’


I was happy to hear that. Classroom pets like me love to be needed.


‘I thought your project was about ants,’ Mrs Brisbane said.


‘It was,’ Richie replied. ‘But my mum didn’t like having ants in the house. Now I have a better idea using a hamster.’


Mrs Brisbane checked her list. ‘Yes, Richie,’ she said. ‘It’s your turn to take Humphrey home. Do you want to tell us about your new experiment?’


‘Yes, tell us!’ I shouted.


Of course, all my friends heard was SQUEAK-SQUEAK-SQUEAK.


Richie thought for a moment. ‘I think it should be a surprise.’


Kirk Chen raised his hand. ‘I know what it is,’ he said. ‘Richie’s going to turn Humphrey into a monster!’


Then he raised his arms straight up in front of him and made a scary face.
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‘And when he’s a monster, he can have a ghoul friend!’ Kirk added.


Everybody laughed.


It was funny, unless you were the hamster who was going to be turned into a monster!
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