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	Chapter One: The World Under the Sea
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	Deep beneath the calm blue sea, there was a beautiful palace made of coral and shiny seashells. In this palace lived the wise Sea King and his six lovely daughters, all of them mermaids. But the youngest daughter was the most beautiful of all. Her name was The Little Mermaid.

	 

	This little mermaid was different from her sisters. She didn’t just love to sing or play with the fish—she loved to hear stories about 

	
 

	the world above the sea. She would sit for hours, listening to her grandmother tell her about humans, the sky, the sun, the moon, and tall castles.

	 

	But more than anything, she dreamed of...

	...seeing that world with her own eyes.

	 

	Every day, the Little Mermaid would swim to the bottom of the ocean and look up at the surface, where the sunlight danced on the water. She 

	
 

	wondered what it would be like to walk on land, to feel the wind, and to see the stars from above.
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	Her grandmother often said, “When a mermaid turns fifteen, she is allowed to swim up to the surface and see the world of humans.” The Little Mermaid’s eyes would shine with hope every time she heard that.
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