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Christmas Poems & Carols - Premium Collection of the Greatest Christmas Poems in One Volume is a treasure trove that captures the multifaceted spirit of Christmas through a diverse anthology of poems and carols. This illustrated edition brings together the works of esteemed poets such as Robert Louis Stevenson, Emily Dickinson, and William Butler Yeats, among others, showcasing a rich variety of literary styles from the narrative to the lyrical, and the symbolic to the straightforward. The collection eloquently traverses a wide emotional spectrum associated with the holiday season, from joy and festivity to reflection and longing, making it a significant contribution to the literary appreciation of Christmas. Notable for its historical and cultural depth, the anthology stands out for its collective ability to weave together themes of love, faith, nostalgia, and celebration through the lenses of different times and traditions. The contributors to this collection are luminaries in their own right, each belonging to various literary movements and historical contexts that have shaped the Western literary canon. Poets like John Milton and Thomas Hardy bring classical and Victorian sensibilities, respectively, while voices such as Sara Teasdale and Rudyard Kipling introduce elements of Romanticism and the riches of Empire and its complexities. This convergence of backgrounds and eras under the thematic umbrella of Christmas creates a rich tapestry that elucidates the evolving human condition and the perennial significance of the Yuletide spirit. The anthology, thus, serves as a microcosm of broader cultural and literary shifts, encapsulated within the timeless celebration of Christmas. Christmas Poems & Carols is an indispensable collection for readers seeking to immerse themselves in the literary and cultural dimensions of the Christmas season. It offers a unique opportunity to experience the holiday through a multitude of voices and styles, from the serene to the celebratory. This volume is not just an anthology but an invitation to explore the depth and breadth of Christmas sentiments as articulated by some of the most notable poets in the English language. It promises to enrich the reader's holiday experience with its blend of nostalgia, beauty, and the universal quest for meaning and connection in the festive season.
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Raphael Semmes' 'Memoirs of Service Afloat During the Civil War (Illustrated Edition)' provides a firsthand account of his experiences as a Confederate naval officer during the American Civil War. Semmes' writing style is both engaging and informative, offering detailed descriptions of naval battles and strategies employed during this tumultuous period in American history. The book also includes illustrations that enhance the reader's understanding of the naval engagements described. Semmes' memoirs offer a valuable insight into the military tactics and challenges faced by Confederate forces at sea. As a prominent figure in Confederate naval history, Semmes' account is highly regarded for its authenticity and historical significance. His firsthand experiences in naval combat provide a unique perspective on the Civil War that is both enlightening and engaging. 'Memoirs of Service Afloat During the Civil War (Illustrated Edition)' is a must-read for anyone interested in Civil War history or naval warfare of the 19th century.

Buy now and read (Advertising)




[image: The cover of the recommended book]


Giants in the Earth: A Saga of the Prairie



Rölvaag, O. E.

4066338095190

414

Buy now and read (Advertising)

O. E. Rölvaag's 'Giants in the Earth: A Saga of the Prairie' is a seminal work in Norwegian-American literature, exploring the struggles of Norwegian pioneers in the harsh lands of the American frontier. Rölvaag's literary style blends vivid imagery with a deep psychological portrayal of the characters as they confront the natural challenges and isolation of the prairie. The narrative is rich with symbolism and themes of the struggles of immigrant life, making it a compelling read for those interested in pioneer literature and American history. The book is a reflection of the author's own experiences as an immigrant and his deep connection to the hardships faced by early settlers on the prairie. O. E. Rölvaag, born in Norway and immigrated to the United States in 1896, drew upon his personal experiences to write 'Giants in the Earth'. His deep understanding of the immigrant experience and his aim to preserve the history of Norwegian pioneers motivated him to craft this richly detailed saga of survival and endurance on the prairie. I highly recommend 'Giants in the Earth: A Saga of the Prairie' to readers interested in the immigrant experience, pioneer life, and the cultural history of the American frontier. Rölvaag's masterful storytelling and nuanced character development make this a timeless classic that continues to resonate with readers today.
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Andrew A. Bonar's 'The Biography of Robert Murray M'Cheyne' is a meticulously researched and engaging account of the life of one of the most influential figures in Scottish church history. Bonar's writing style is both informative and compelling, offering readers a vivid portrayal of M'Cheyne's ministry and impact on the evangelical movement of the 19th century. The book delves into M'Cheyne's personal struggles, his commitment to biblical preaching, and his fervent dedication to spiritual growth, making it a valuable resource for anyone interested in Christian biography or Scottish church history. Bonar's attention to detail and deep familiarity with his subject bring the story of M'Cheyne to life, providing readers with a rich tapestry of historical context and theological insight. Andrew A. Bonar, a close friend and contemporary of M'Cheyne, was uniquely positioned to write this definitive biography. As a minister himself, Bonar shared M'Cheyne's passion for revival and evangelical mission, giving him a firsthand perspective on the events and movements that shaped M'Cheyne's life and ministry. Bonar's intimate knowledge of his subject shines through in this account, making it a valuable resource for scholars, pastors, and lay readers alike. I highly recommend 'The Biography of Robert Murray M'Cheyne' to anyone interested in the lives of influential Christian leaders, Scottish church history, or the development of evangelicalism in the 19th century. Bonar's insightful analysis and engaging narrative style make this book a must-read for those seeking a deeper understanding of M'Cheyne's lasting legacy.
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Johann David Wyss's 'The Swiss Family Robinson; or, Adventures on a Desert Island' is a classic adventure novel that follows the tale of a Swiss family stranded on a deserted island after a shipwreck. The book is written in a descriptive and vivid style, immersing readers in the daily struggles and triumphs of the family as they navigate their new environment. Wyss's detailed descriptions of the island's flora and fauna add depth to the narrative, making it a rich reading experience. Set in the 19th century, the novel reflects the spirit of exploration and survival prevalent during that time period. The story also contains moral lessons about family unity, resourcefulness, and adaptability, making it a timeless and beloved tale for readers of all ages. Johann David Wyss, a Swiss author and military chaplain, drew inspiration from his own experiences and values to write this enduring novel. His background in education and religious studies likely influenced the themes of resilience and cooperation seen throughout the book. 'The Swiss Family Robinson' is recommended for those who enjoy adventure stories with a focus on family dynamics, survival, and the beauty of nature.
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The Navy is very old and very wise. Much of her wisdom is on record and available for reference; but more of it works in the unconscious blood of those who serve her. She has a thousand years of experience, and can find precedent or parallel for any situation that the force of the weather or the malice of the King's enemies may bring about.

The main principles of sea-warfare hold good throughout all ages, and, so far as the Navy has been allowed to put out her strength, these principles have been applied over all the seas of the world. For matters of detail the Navy, to whom all days are alike, has simply returned to the practice and resurrected the spirit of old days.

In the late French wars, a merchant sailing out of a Channel port might in a few hours find himself laid by the heels and under way for a French prison. His Majesty's ships of the Line, and even the big frigates, took little part in policing the waters for him, unless he were in convoy. The sloops, cutters, gun-brigs, and local craft of all kinds were supposed to look after that, while the Line was busy elsewhere. So the merchants passed resolutions against the inadequate protection afforded to the trade, and the narrow seas were full of single-ship actions; mail-packets, West Country brigs, and fat East Indiamen fighting, for their own hulls and cargo, anything that the watchful French ports sent against them; the sloops and cutters bearing a hand if they happened to be within reach.






The Oldest Navy

It was a brutal age, ministered to by hard-fisted men, and we had put it a hundred decent years behind us when—it all comes back again! To-day there are no prisons for the crews of merchantmen, but they can go to the bottom by mine and torpedo even more quickly than their ancestors were run into Le Havre. The submarine takes the place of the privateer; the Line, as in the old wars, is occupied, bombarding and blockading, elsewhere, but the sea-borne traffic must continue, and that is being looked after by the lineal descendants of the crews of the long extinct cutters and sloops and gun-brigs. The hour struck, and they reappeared, to the tune of fifty thousand odd men in more than two thousand ships, of which I have seen a few hundred. Words of command may have changed a little, the tools are certainly more complex, but the spirit of the new crews who come to the old job is utterly unchanged. It is the same fierce, hard-living, heavy-handed, very cunning service out of which the Navy as we know it to-day was born. It is called indifferently the Trawler and Auxiliary Fleet. It is chiefly composed of fishermen, but it takes in every one who may have maritime tastes—from retired admirals to the sons of the sea-cook. It exists for the benefit of the traffic and the annoyance of the enemy. Its doings are recorded by flags stuck into charts; its casualties are buried in obscure corners of the newspapers. The Grand Fleet knows it slightly; the restless light cruisers who chaperon it from the background are more intimate; the destroyers working off unlighted coasts over unmarked shoals come, as you might say, in direct contact with it; the submarine alternately praises and—since one periscope is very like another—curses its activities; but the steady procession of traffic in home waters, liner and tramp, six every sixty minutes, blesses it altogether.

Since this most Christian war includes laying mines in the fairways of traffic, and since these mines may be laid at any time by German submarines especially built for the work, or by neutral ships, all fairways must be swept continuously day and night. When a nest of mines is reported, traffic must be hung up or deviated till it is cleared out. When traffic comes up Channel it must be examined for contraband and other things; and the examining tugs lie out in a blaze of lights to remind ships of this. Months ago, when the war was young, the tugs did not know what to look for specially. Now they do. All this mine-searching and reporting and sweeping, plus the direction and examination of the traffic, plus the laying of our own ever-shifting mine-fields, is part of the Trawler Fleet's work, because the Navy-as-we-knew-it is busy elsewhere. And there is always the enemy submarine with a price on her head, whom the Trawler Fleet hunts and traps with zeal and joy. Add to this, that there are boats, fishing for real fish, to be protected in their work at sea or chased off dangerous areas whither, because they are strictly forbidden to go, they naturally repair, and you will begin to get some idea of what the Trawler and Auxiliary Fleet does.






The Ships and the Men

Now, imagine the acreage of several dock-basins crammed, gunwale to gunwale, with brown and umber and ochre and rust-red steam-trawlers, tugs, harbour-boats, and yachts once clean and respectable, now dirty and happy. Throw in fish-steamers, surprise-packets of unknown lines and indescribable junks, sampans, lorchas, catamarans, and General Service stink-pontoons filled with indescribable apparatus, manned by men no dozen of whom seem to talk the same dialect or wear the same clothes. The mustard-coloured jersey who is cleaning a six-pounder on a Hull boat clips his words between his teeth and would be happier in Gaelic. The whitish singlet and grey trousers held up by what is obviously his soldier brother's spare regimental belt is pure Lowestoft. The complete blue-serge-and-soot suit passing a wire down a hatch is Glasgow as far as you can hear him, which is a fair distance, because he wants something done to the other end of the wire, and the flat-faced boy who should be attending to it hails from the remoter Hebrides, and is looking at a girl on the dock-edge. The bow-legged man in the ulster and green-worsted comforter is a warm Grimsby skipper, worth several thousands. He and his crew, who are mostly his own relations, keep themselves to themselves, and save their money. The pirate with the red beard, barking over the rail at a friend with gold earrings, comes from Skye. The friend is West Country. The noticeably insignificant man with the soft and deprecating eye is skipper and part-owner of the big slashing Iceland trawler on which he droops like a flower. She is built to almost Western Ocean lines, carries a little boat-deck aft with tremendous stanchions, has a nose cocked high against ice and sweeping seas, and resembles a hawk-moth at rest. The small, sniffing man is reported to be a "holy terror at sea."






Hunters and Fishers

The child in the Pullman-car uniform just going ashore is a wireless operator, aged nineteen. He is attached to a flagship at least 120 feet long, under an admiral aged twenty-five, who was, till the other day, third mate of a North Atlantic tramp, but who now leads a squadron of six trawlers to hunt submarines. The principle is simple enough. Its application depends on circumstances and surroundings. One class of German submarines meant for murder off the coasts may use a winding and rabbit-like track between shoals where the choice of water is limited. Their career is rarely long, but, while it lasts, moderately exciting. Others, told off for deep-sea assassinations, are attended to quite quietly and without any excitement at all. Others, again, work the inside of the North Sea, making no distinction between neutrals and Allied ships. These carry guns, and since their work keeps them a good deal on the surface, the Trawler Fleet, as we know, engages them there—the submarine firing, sinking, and rising again in unexpected quarters; the trawler firing, dodging, and trying to ram. The trawlers are strongly built, and can stand a great deal of punishment. Yet again, other German submarines hang about the skirts of fishing-fleets and fire into the brown of them. When the war was young this gave splendidly "frightful" results, but for some reason or other the game is not as popular as it used to be.

OEBPS/BookwireInBookPromotion/4066338095190.jpg
0. E. Rolvaag

Giants in the Earth:
A Saga of the Prairie





OEBPS/text/00001.jpg
Rudyard Kipling

Sea Warfare





OEBPS/text/00002.png





OEBPS/BookwireInBookPromotion/8596547772972.jpg
Memoirs of Service
Afloat During

the Civil War
(Illustrated Edition)





OEBPS/BookwireInBookPromotion/8596547805823.jpg
Robert Louis
Stevenson, Henry
Wadsworth Longfellow,
Charles Kingsley,
William Wordsworth,
Walter Scott

Christmas Poems @ Carols
- Premium Collection

of the Greatest Christmas
Poems in One Volume
(Illustrated)





OEBPS/BookwireInBookPromotion/4057664121677.jpg
Andrew A. Bonar

B

1 he ngraphy
of Robert Murray
M'Cheyne






OEBPS/BookwireInBookPromotion/4057664179586.jpg
lohann David Wyss

The Swiss Family

Robinson; or,
Adventures
on a Desert Island






