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In 'Memoir of the Life of John Quincy Adams,' Josiah Quincy presents a meticulously crafted narrative that chronicles the life and political career of one of America's most distinguished statesmen. This biography is distinguished by its literary style, blending reflective prose with rich historical detail to elucidate John Quincy Adams' multifaceted contributions to early American politics, diplomacy, and philosophy. Set against the backdrop of a nascent nation grappling with its identity, Quincy's work offers insight into Adams' arduous journey from a young minister's son to the sixth President of the United States, highlighting his unwavering commitment to public service and advocacy for civil liberties. Josiah Quincy, a prominent politician and contemporary of Adams, draws upon his firsthand experience and deep admiration for the man he chronicles, providing readers with an intimate portrayal of Adams' character and values. Quincy's position in the political landscape of the time, along with his close relationship with Adams and the founding generation, equips him with unique perspectives that enrich the narrative, positioning it as both a biography and a critical exploration of American democratic ideals. This memoir is highly recommended for anyone interested in American history, politics, and the intricate dynamics of leadership during a formative period. It stands as a vital addition to the canon of historical literature, inviting readers to appreciate the complexities of John Quincy Adams' legacy and the moral imperatives that influenced his life's work. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A succinct Introduction situates the work's timeless appeal and themes. - The Synopsis outlines the central plot, highlighting key developments without spoiling critical twists. - A detailed Historical Context immerses you in the era's events and influences that shaped the writing. - A thorough Analysis dissects symbols, motifs, and character arcs to unearth underlying meanings. - Reflection questions prompt you to engage personally with the work's messages, connecting them to modern life. - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.
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In "Thomas Jefferson," Henry Childs Merwin crafts a nuanced and meticulously researched biographical narrative that delves into the multifaceted life of one of America's Founding Fathers. The work is characterized by Merwin's rich prose, which balances thorough historical analysis with an engaging storytelling style. The book contextualizes Jefferson within the complexities of the Enlightenment and the early republic, exploring his philosophical contributions, political maelstroms, and personal contradictions, particularly concerning his views on liberty and slavery. Through careful attention to primary sources, including letters and official documents, Merwin provides a compelling portrait that resonates with both the ideals and the ironies of Jeffersonian democracy. Henry Childs Merwin (1862–1932) was an American writer and historian whose scholarship often intersected with themes of American history and governance. His deep engagement with the life and legacy of Thomas Jefferson can be traced to a lifelong fascination with republican ideals and the philosophical underpinnings of democracy. Merwin's academic rigor and literary background enabled him to dissect Jefferson's impact on American thought, illustrating not only the man but the era he embodied. This book is highly recommended for anyone interested in American history, political philosophy, or biographical studies. Merwin's incisive analysis and eloquent prose make "Thomas Jefferson" an indispensable read for students, scholars, and general readers alike who seek to understand the complexities of an iconic figure in the formation of the United States.
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In "The Life and Work of James A. Garfield, Twentieth President of the United States," John Clark Ridpath meticulously chronicles the life of Garfield, intertwining biographical narrative with a critical examination of his political ideologies and contributions. Ridpath employs an accessible yet eloquent literary style that reflects the historical context of the late 19th century, emphasizing Garfield's ascent from humble beginnings to the presidency. The work is enriched with a wealth of primary sources, including letters and speeches, which illuminate Garfield's vision for America amidst the turbulent waters of Reconstruction and the Gilded Age, providing a comprehensive view of his political philosophy and the challenges he faced during his brief tenure in office. John Clark Ridpath, an esteemed historian and educator, was driven by an earnest desire to document the lives of prominent American figures. With a substantial background in academia and authorship, Ridpath was particularly interested in the intersection of personal integrity and public service. His reverence for Garfield, both as a man and a leader, reflects his commitment to presenting an accurate portrayal of this often-overlooked president, emphasizing Garfield's dedication to civil rights and national unity. This book is highly recommended for readers interested in American history, presidential studies, and biographical literature. Ridpath's thorough research and articulate prose not only honor Garfield's legacy but also invite reflection on the enduring values of leadership, sacrifice, and perseverance. It is an essential addition to the libraries of scholars, students, and history enthusiasts alike.
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In "John Quincy Adams," John T. Jr. Morse offers a meticulously crafted biography that delves into the life and legacy of one of America's most prominent founding figures. The narrative unfolds with a blend of rich historical detail and analytical insight, showcasing Adams' multifaceted career as diplomat, president, and advocate for civil liberties. Morse employs a scholarly tone while weaving in personal anecdotes and illuminating stories, placing Adams within the broader context of early American governance and the evolving political landscape of the 19th century. Morse's profound understanding of American history, coupled with his expertise as a historian, informs this work. His previous writings reflect a commitment to biographical literature that seeks not only to narrate the facts of a subject's life but also to explore the complex interplay of personality, ideology, and historical circumstance. This dedication is especially evident in his nuanced portrayal of Adams, captured through both his triumphs and struggles. This biography is essential for readers interested in American history, politics, and the intricacies of Adams' character. Morse's engaging prose provides a comprehensive look into the mind of a man who shaped U.S. policy and diplomacy, making it a valuable resource for students, scholars, and history enthusiasts alike. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.
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In "Andrew Jackson," William Garrott Brown deftly navigates the complex landscape of American history to present a nuanced portrait of the seventh President of the United States. Brown employs a rich narrative style, blending biographical detail with political analysis, to explore Jackson's tumultuous presidency and its lasting impact on the nation. The work is anchored in the historiographical context of early 20th-century America, addressing themes such as populi versus elitism, the evolution of democracy, and the contentious issue of civil rights, which remain relevant to contemporary discourse. Brown, an influential historian and political commentator, draws from a wealth of research and primary sources, reflecting his own investment in understanding the political climate of his time. His scholarly background, marked by rigorous examination of historical figures and their ramifications, imbues this work with depth; Brown's admiration for Jackson as a champion of the common man is tempered by a critical eye towards the darker aspects of his legacy, including policies that led to the displacement of Native Americans. "Andrew Jackson" is a must-read for historians, political enthusiasts, and anyone interested in the formation of modern American identities. Brown's analytical approach coupled with his engaging prose offers readers both insight and provocation, uncovering the multifaceted nature of leadership and legacy in a foundational period of American history.
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Mr. Lloyd George gets a grip on those who read about him, but his personality is far more powerful and fascinating to those who have known the man himself, known him during the time his genius has been forcing him to eminence. He does not fill the eye as a sanctified hero should; he is too vitally human, too affectionate, too bitter, and he has, moreover, springs of humor which bubble up continually. (You cannot imagine an archangel with a sense of humor[1q].) But it is this very mixture in the man that holds the character student. Lloyd George is quite unpretentious, loves children, will join heartily in the chorus of a popular song, and yet there is concealed behind these softer traits a stark and desperate courage which leads him always to the policy of make or break. He is flamingly sincere, and yet no subtler statesman ever walked the boards at Westminster. That is the man I have seen at close quarters for years. Is it to be wondered at that he alternately bewilders, attracts, and dominates high-browed intellectuals? Strangely enough, it is the common people who understand Lloyd George better than the clever ones[2q]. Explain that how you will.

I have seen David Lloyd George, present Prime Minister of England, as the young political free-lance fighting furiously for unpopular causes, fighting sometimes from sheer love of battle. I have seen him in that same period in moods of persuasion and appeal pleading the cause of the inarticulate masses of the poor with an intensity which has thrilled a placid British audience to the verge of tears. Since then I have seen him under the venomous attacks of aristocrats and plutocrats in Parliament when his eyes have sparkled as he has turned on them and hissed out to their faces words which burned and seared them and caused them to shake with passion. And in the midst of this orgy of hate which encircled him I have seen him in his home with his twelve-year-old blue-eyed daughter Megan[1] curled up in his lap, his face brimming with merriment as, with her arm around his neck, she asserted her will in regard to school and holidays over a happy and indulgent father. That is the kind of man who now rules England, rules her with an absoluteness granted to no man, king or statesman, since the British became a nation. A reserved people like the British, conservative by instinct, with centuries of caste feeling behind them, have unreservedly and with acclamation placed their fate in the hands of one who began life as a village boy. It was but recently I was talking with a blacksmith hammering out horseshoes at Llanystumdwy in Wales who was a school-mate of Lloyd George in those days not so very long ago. The Prime Minister still has his home down there and talks to the blacksmith and to others of his school companions, for he and they are still one people together, with ties which it is impossible for statecraft to break—or to forge. I have met Lloyd George in private, have seen him among his own people at his Welsh home, and for five years as a journalist I had the opportunity of observing him from the gallery of the British Houses of Parliament, five years during which he introduced his famous Budget, forced a fight with the House of Lords, and broke their power. I purpose to tell in plain words the drama of the man as I have seen it.

A year before the war broke out, while he was still bitterly hated by the Conservatives, I was visiting him at his Welsh home near Llanystumdwy and he asked me what I thought of the district. I said it was all very beautiful, as indeed it was. I emphasized my appreciation by saying that the visitors at the big hotel at Criccieth near by were one and all enchanted. They were nearly all Conservatives, I pointed out, and there was just one fly in their ointment. "I know it," said Lloyd George, vivaciously, with a quick twinkle in his eye. "Here's a bay like the Bay of Naples, God's great mountains behind, beautiful woods, and green meadows, and trickling streams—everything the heart of man can desire, and in the midst of it all HE lives." He paused and deepened his voice. "Satan in the Garden of Eden," he said. It was just his twist of humor, but it told a story. Now for the companion picture. The last time I saw Lloyd George was one dark evening in the December which has just gone by. It had been a day of big political happenings; the Asquith Government[2] had resigned, Bonar Law[3], the Conservative leader, had been asked by the King to form a Ministry and had said he could not do so. Lloyd George's name was being bandied about. In those few fateful hours Britain was without a Government. At seven o'clock I was at the entrance of the War Office at Whitehall[4]. Through the dark street an automobile dashed up. The door was opened, and a silk-hatted man stepped out and passed rapidly into the War Office, and then the little group of bystanders noticed that the footman at the door of the automobile was wearing the royal livery. The silk-hatted visitor was obviously a messenger from King George[5]. Three minutes later the War Office doors swung open and two men came hurrying out. The first was the King's messenger, the second was Lloyd George. The latter's shoulders were hunched with haste, his hat was pressed deep and irregularly over his forehead, his face, set hard, was canted forward. He almost scrambled into the conveyance, and three seconds later the automobile was going at top speed for Buckingham Palace. The King had sent for Lloyd George to ask him to become his Prime Minister.
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One day in the year 1866 a middle-aged cobbler named Richard Lloyd, occupying a tiny cottage in the village of Llanystumdwy in North Wales, had a letter delivered to him by the postman which was to alter the whole of his simple and placid life. It was a letter from his sister and bore melancholy tidings. The letter told how she had lost her husband and how she and her two little children were in distress. She was the mother of the present Prime Minister of Britain. The elder of her two children, then three years old, was David Lloyd George.

Miss Lloyd, the sister of Richard Lloyd, the cobbler, had married, a few years before, a William George who came of farming people in South Wales. A studious young fellow, he had devoted himself to reading, and presently passed the examinations necessary to become a teacher in the elementary schools. The countryside offered him no opportunity of advancement and he migrated to the big city of Manchester, where he secured a position as master in one of the national schools of the district. In Manchester were born two children, the elder of whom, David, was fated in after years to rise to fame. David's birthday was January 17, 1863. Far indeed were thoughts of future eminence from the struggling family during that time in Manchester.

Under the strain of city life the health of William George began to fail. Country-bred as he was, he pined for the open air of the fields and the valleys, and very soon the doctor gave him no choice and told him that if he wished to prolong his life he must leave the city streets. And so it came about that William George and the two children forsook Manchester and went back again to country life in South Wales to a place called Haverfordwest. William George took a farm and for a year or more he and his wife toiled on it. How much of the work fell on Mrs. George can only be guessed, but she must have carried a full share, for her husband's health was undermined, and the home had to be kept up not only for the sake of her husband, but the children as well. She was in delicate health, and her efforts must have been arduous and painful. Withal, destiny had its severest blow still in hand. William George had not recovered his strength; an attack of pneumonia came upon him, and his death occurred some few months after leaving Manchester.

Mrs. George, overwhelmed by the death of her husband, was at the same time faced by financial difficulties and the problem of maintaining the existence of herself and her two children. To carry on the farm single-handed was impossible. There were, moreover, immediate liabilities to be met. She could find no way out, and the upshot was a public auction sale of the farm effects and the household furniture. Three-year-old David, not understanding the tragedy of it all, was nevertheless impressed by the scene on the day the neighbors came to bid for, and to buy, the things that made up his mother's home. Even now he can recall how the tables and chairs from the house, and the plows and harrows from the fields, were scheduled and ticketed in and around the homestead and disposed of by the auction to the highest bidder. He could not understand it, but somewhere deep within the sensitive child was struck a note of pain, the echoes of which have never left him throughout his strenuous life. He felt dimly in his childlike way the loneliness of his mother. He has never forgotten it. Lonely indeed she was. She had but one friend to turn to, and that one friend was her brother, Richard Lloyd, the village shoemaker up in North Wales. To him she wrote and told her story.
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