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      Thomas Adams (1583–1652 was an English clergyman and reputed preacher. He was called "The Shakespeare of the Puritans" by Robert Southey; while he was a Calvinist in theology, he is not, however, accurately described as a Puritan. He was for a time at Willington, Bedfordshire, and his works may later have been read by John Bunyan.

    




    

      


    




    

      Much of the information about Adams comes from title-pages and dedications in his works. He was educated at the University of Cambridge, graduating B.A. in 1601 and M.A. in 1606. Ordained in 1604, he was a curate at Northill in Bedfordshire, a position he lost. By 1611, he was vicar of Willington.

    




    

      On 21 December 1614 he became vicar of Wingrave, Buckinghamshire, a position he held until 1618. From 1618 to 1623 he held the preachership of St Gregory by St Paul's, and during the same period preached occasionally at St. Paul's Cross and Whitehall.

    




    

      


    




    

      He was 'observant chaplain' to Henry Montagu, 1st Earl of Manchester, lord chief justice of England. Incidental references show that he was on intimate terms with William Herbert, 3rd Earl of Pembroke and Lord Ellesmere. Montagu was a dedicatee, as was Sir Henry Marten.

    




    

      He was buried on 26 November 1652.

    




    

      


    




    

      Early sermons were Heaven and Earth Reconciled, and The Devil's Banquet. To Montagu he dedicated a work in 1618. In 1629 he collected into a massive folio his occasional sermons, a collection he dedicated to the parishioners of St Benet Paul's Wharf, and to the Lords Pembroke and Manchester. In 1638 appeared a long Commentary on the Second Epistle of St. Peter, dedicated to "Sir Henrie Marten, Knt."


    


  




  

    


  




  THE PASSION OF CHRIST






  





  "He has given himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet smelling savor." Ephesians 5:2





  This latter part of the verse is a lovely and living crucifix, cut by the hand of a most exquisite carver not to amaze our eyes with a piece of wood, brass, or stone, curiously engraved, or to the increase of a carnal devotion but to present to the eye of the conscience the grievous passion, and gracious compassion of our Savior Jesus Christ. This crucifix presents to our eye, seven considerable aspects:




  1. Who? Christ.




  2. What? Gave.





  3. Whom? Himself.





  4. To whom? To God.





  5. For whom? For us.





  6. After what manner? An offering and sacrifice.





  7. Of what effect? For a sweet smelling savor.





  The points, you see, lie as ready for our discourse as the way did from Bethany to Jerusalem. Only fail not my speech, nor your attention, until we come to the journey's end.





  1. WHO? CHRIST.






  The person who gives, is Christ; the quality of his person does highly commend his exceeding love to us. We will ascend to this consideration by four stairs or degrees, and descend by four others. Both in going up and coming down we shall perceive the admirable love of the giver.





  1. We will consider him as a man. "Behold the man!" (John 19:5), says Pilate. We may tarry and wonder at his lowest degree, that a man should give himself for man. "For scarcely for a righteous man, will one die," (Romans 5:7). But this man gave himself for unrighteous men, to die, not an ordinary but a grievous death; exposing himself to the wrath of God, to the tyranny of men and devils. It would pity our hearts to see a poor dumb beast so terrified; how much more a man, the image of God!





  2. The second degree gives him as an innocent man. Pilate could say, "I have found no fault in this man" (Luke 23:14), no, nor yet Herod. No, nor the devil, who would have been glad of such an advantage. So Pilate's wife sent her husband word, "Have nothing to do with that just man," (Matt 27:19). So the person is not only a man but a just man, who gave himself to endure such horrors for us. If we pity the death of malefactors then how should our compassion be to one innocent!
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