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Taken was originally performed as part of Charged, a cycle of six plays produced by Clean Break and first performed at Soho Theatre, London, on 10 November 2010. The cast was as follows:
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TAKEN


Winsome Pinnock




Characters


DELLA, forties


NOLA, twenties


NANA NOLA, seventies


Setting


The play takes place in the living room of a council flat in the present day.




We are in the living room of a council flat in North London. A sofa that has seen better days – a general air of neglect in the room. On the floor there are two boxes full of junk. A sequinned dress is draped over the sofa and on the floor beneath are a pair of dance shoes. There is a pram beside the sofa. NOLA is alone. She peers inside the pram and gently rocks it before returning her attention to the room. DELLA enters wearing an apron and rubber gloves. She holds a duster and can of furniture polish. She stands in the doorway watching NOLA, who is poking through one of the boxes. NOLA picks up a pair of china shepherdesses and puts one in her pocket, and puts the other back in the box. She stands and looks around the room as though searching for something. She appears to find it as she picks up a silver framed photograph. She gently brushes the surface of the picture with her fingertips as though removing dust from it. DELLA moves away from the door.


DELLA (calling offstage). We’ve got another five hours yet, Mum. Don’t you worry. I’ll let you know when it’s time.


NOLA quickly stuffs the picture inside her jacket as DELLA enters.


Do you watch Strictly Come Dancing? It’s a big deal in this house. Mum never misses it.


DELLA gets on with her dusting as she speaks. Throughout the scene she is constantly moving – dusting or adjusting something. She can’t sit still.


She can’t remember a lot of things, but she never forgets that Saturday night is dance night.
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