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A Memorable Carving

We’ve come across our fair share of unique holiday traditions,

but an especially curious one involves hiding a pickle

ornament in a tree. As the custom goes, the first person in

your household to find the pickle can expect first dibs on

presents, a year of good luck, or at very least, temporary

bragging rights. If you’re familiar with this game, we’re

impressed; if you are just hearing about it now, you’re unlikely

to forget it. There’s a reason for this, and it forms the basis

for most caricatures: take something conventional, like a

Christmas tree, add something people don’t expect, and voilà—they’ll

remember it forever.

Want to ensure a memorable carving? Look no further than the

ones in this issue. Start on a sleepy gnome couple who traded their

classic kit for matching PJs and are ready for their winter’s nap (page



79). Then break out your long-handled gouges and sculpt a folk art

polar bear who’d rather decorate interiors than forage for fish (page



64). When you’re done, carve a rare view of Santa with his hat off,

scarfing down cookies as the busiest night of the year draws to a close

(page 49). Trust us, taking a classic subject and adding a dash of the

unexpected can be refreshing—and could even make the difference

between a good carving and a great one.

If caricature isn’t your style, don’t worry. You can take a

traditional mitten design and add carved chips to mimic knitted

stitches (page 76). Or, shape two little scraps into holly berry

ornaments—for your ears, not the tree (page 43). If you’re passionate

about birds, you’re in luck, too: craft a female cardinal who shows that

earth tones can be just as exciting as red (page 29), and then try an

Atlantic puffin with all the typical features, plus a colorful, stylized

twist (page 53).

For more on stopping viewers in their tracks,

read our feature on Thomas Dambo, who transforms

wood castoffs into 60-foot trolls (page 83). While

exploring a park in Maine, Colorado, London, or

Copenhagen, you may just come across one of his

creations taking a joyride or peering out from

behind a tree. And just like that, a normal day out

becomes spectacular.

Once you’ve started your holiday carvings,

write to us! We’d love to see which projects

stopped

you

in your tracks—and what you did,

like hiding a tasty gherkin in a tree, to make

them unforgettable.

Happy carving!

Kaylee Schofield, Editor

schofield@foxchapelpublishing.com
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To make a memorable

carving, try approaching a

conventional subject from a

new perspective, like Bruce

Ankeny did with this cookie-

stealing Santa (page 49).

For more on stopping viewers in their tracks,

read our feature on Thomas Dambo, who transforms

wood castoffs into 60-foot trolls (page 83). While

exploring a park in Maine, Colorado, London, or

Copenhagen, you may just come across one of his

behind a tree. And just like that, a normal day out

Once you’ve started your holiday carvings,

in your tracks—and what you did,

carving, try approaching a

conventional subject from a

new perspective, like Bruce

Ankeny did with this cookie-

For a printable PDF of the patterns used in this book, please contact Fox Chapel Publishing at customerservice@foxchapelpublishing.com, with 9781497103825 Woodcarving Illustrated, Issue 101, Winter 2022 in the subject line.
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letters

to the editor

Say Cheese!

I was inspired by the Jack

Pumpkinhead character

from L. Frank Baum’s

Oz

books, when he carves faces

for himself and chooses the

one with a smile. I decided

to name this carving “Put

On a Happy Face” and used

basswood shavings to mimic

pumpkin innards.

Cathryn Smith

Milledgeville, Ga.

Hawaii, Here I Come!

I painted Wayne Laramore’s “Mr. Vacation” from

the summer issue (#99), and my wife suggested I

paint him in a set of tropical-style clothes similar

to ones I bought back in 1965. I decided to name

him Wayne after his designer, and he is now on

his way to Hawaii. He will be hitting the beach

as soon as he arrives!

Jack Proseilo

West Kelowna, B.C.

A Little Turtle of My Own

I saw Sara Barraclough’s

“Wheely Turtle” before

and thought it was cute.

I got so happy when

it was included as

a

WCI

project in

issue #97 and

made my own.

Emil Westman

Örnsköldsvik, Sweden

Penguin Pals

When I found out

that three other

members of my

carving group (Glyn Weir, Celina Wong, and

Lori Yellowega) were all drawn to Matt Kincade’s

“Peppermint Penguin” in issue #93, we decided to

carve him at the same time. This cute fellow was

our first project for 2022, and we all had a lot of fun

making him, encouraging each other along the way.

Petra Barentzen

Port Coquitlam, B.C.

Happy Chappy Penguin

I was asked by a friend to carve something

different for Christmas. I came across Betty

Padden’s “Cozy Penguin” in her 2014 book

Carving & Painting Christmas Ornaments

.

So, from a block of English lime, I carved

this happy Chappy.

Jason Forkings

Powys, Wales

Happy Chappy Penguin

I was asked by a friend to carve something

different for Christmas. I came across Betty

Padden’s “Cozy Penguin” in her 2014 book

Carving & Painting Christmas Ornaments

So, from a block of English lime, I carved

this happy Chappy.

Jason Forkings

Powys, Wales

Movie Night

I have been carving as a steady hobby for the past 10

years—and been a faithful

WCI

subscriber for most of

it. This past fall I decided to challenge myself by taking

a scene from one of my favorite Christmas movies,

Emmet Otter’s Jug-Band Christmas

,

and turning it into a carving!

Sean Dougherty

Laramie, Wyo.

carving group (Glyn Weir, Celina Wong, and
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Hey, Soldier

I decided to make

Matt Kincade’s “Toy

Soldier” from issue

#97 because I thought

he was adorable,

and I had never seen

something like it

before. I also collect

nutcrackers, and the

soldier reminded me

of one. I used a block

of basswood and just

one knife.

Willow LeFrenier

Brick, N.J.

Frosty Smiles

I carved this snowman

based on Sara Barraclough’s

“Snowman Ornament” from

the 2021

Whittling

issue

(Vol. 7) because it seemed

very approachable. I love the

cheeky smiles she puts on

her ornaments!

Casey Foster

St. Cloud, Fla.

North Pole Charm

I saw Steve Russell’s

“North Pole Snowman”

from issue #77 and

decided to round out

the design. I enjoyed

such a fun project—

didn’t get it quite right,

but that is part of

its charm.

Janet Robinson

Huntingdon, England

Go Where The Wind Takes You

I carved some small Christmas ornaments out

of small scrap pieces of basswood to hand out

during the holidays. Many of my carvings are

made without patterns; I just let the designs

reveal themselves as I go.

Roy Myers

Peoria, Ariz.

We love hearing about the carvings that readers like you

create! If you tried your hand at one of our projects, or

put your own spin on an existing design, send us an email

at editors@woodcarvingillustrated.com. Please include

your name, where you live, high-res photos, and a brief

description of the piece.

From the Editors:

Dear Janet,

We think you did an amazing

job and love the creative spin

you put on the project!

Frosty Smiles

I carved this snowman

based on Sara Barraclough’s

“Snowman Ornament” from

the 2021

(Vol. 7) because it seemed

very approachable. I love the

cheeky smiles she puts on

her ornaments!

Carving Confidence

When I saw Bob Kozakiewicz’s

“Simple Snowman Ornament” from

issue #97, I knew I could do it! His

instructions and illustrations are

clear and easy to follow, and seeing

my finished piece gives me the

confidence to try more and push

myself just a little further. Thank you

for a great magazine that shares the

talent of so many skilled carvers.

Diann McDonald

Waverley, Nova Scotia

“North Pole Snowman”

didn’t get it quite right,

We love hearing about the carvings that readers like you

put your own spin on an existing design, send us an email

at editors@woodcarvingillustrated.com. Please include

your name, where you live, high-res photos, and a brief

Winter Projects

I’ve gained lots of inspiration from

WCI

over the last year. When I

got last year’s winter issue (#97), I

was eager to challenge myself by

carving “Workshop Santa” and

“Carving Santa’s Cousin Petunia,”

both Chris by Hammack. I have

found a hobby I really enjoy, and

my only regret is not starting it

years ago.

Pete Spiers

Hull, England
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coming

features

Look for these projects in

an upcoming issue!

Create a

greenman-

inspired

carving that

doubles as a

birdhouse.

Carve a forest

gnome with

a jaunty birch

bark hat.

Find the

Fox Hunt

winners

on Page 94!

Decorate a trio

of

Easter eggs

that won’t crack.

THE FOLK SCHOOL

CHANGES YOU.

JOHN C. CAMPBELL FOLK SCHOOL

folkschool.org

1-800-FOLK-SCH

BRASSTOWN

NORTH CAROLINA

We still make real bread, music,

yarn, poetry, and friends. And we have

helped to preserve the traditions, tools,

and techniques of Southern Appalachia

and shared them with the world. Check

out our new classes online today. Engaging

hands and hearts since 1925. Come enjoy

making crafts and good friends on

270 natural, scenic acres

in western North Carolina.

Santa by Bart Mitcham
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artists

to watch

Edward Mercer

Brunswick, Ga.

For over 25 years, Edward Mercer has had an

admiration for snakes and regularly incorporates

them into his carvings. Each of his snake carvings is

designed to tell a story and represent the uniqueness

of the reptile. Edward woodburns each individual

scale—and some snakes have thousands. “I really

enjoy seeing the progression of each carving and

watching these snakes come to life,” he said. Edward

also carves other animals to interact with the snakes,

ranging from turtles to rodents. See more of Edward’s

work @snakelifecarvings on Instagram, or Snake Life

Carvings on Facebook.

Josh Carte

Logan, Ohio

When it comes to carving inspiration,

Josh Carte simply observes people’s facial

expressions. He carves just about any type

of wood he can get his hands on, ranging

from old tree trunks to twigs and sticks he

finds on the ground. He has even carved

antler. “Woodcarving really frees me from

the world and allows me to immerse

myself in the process of bringing characters

to life,” he said. To see more of Josh’s

work, visit @joshcarteart on Instagram, or

visit joshcarteart.com.

Bernadett Bak

London, England

Crafty and adventurous, Bernadett Bak was instantly

drawn to pyrography. She started with letters and then

moved on to designing portraits. “I haven’t stopped

since I got my first pyrography machine, and I love

the smell when I’m burning,” she said. Bernadett

enjoys working with various woodburning tips

to test out different line thicknesses and types

of shading. Find more of Bernadett’s work


@bettybak_ on Instagram.

Brunswick, Ga.

Crafty and adventurous, Bernadett Bak was instantly

drawn to pyrography. She started with letters and then

moved on to designing portraits. “I haven’t stopped

since I got my first pyrography machine, and I love

Share Your Latest Work!

Send a slide, professional print, or

digital image (300 dpi minimum) with

100 words about you and your piece.

Include your hometown, the name of the

pattern maker, and a list of wood and

materials used. Send to Artists to Watch,

Woodcarving Illustrated

, 903 Square

Street, Mount Joy, PA 17552, or email


editors@woodcarvingillustrated.com.
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Radius Hook Knife
KN55 - $84.95

Double Bevel

Sloyd Hook Knife

s ideal for carving

spoons, bowls, ladles

and other deep.

hollowed work.

It features a double

beveled blade with a

rounded, sharpened end
Overall length of

this knife is 8-1/2".

Radius = .75

Double Bevel Sloyd

Hook Knife

KN51 - $84.95

Single Bevel
Sloyd Hook Knife is
perfect for forming
the hollows of spoons
and bowls. The deeply
curved, single-edged
blade is sharpened
all the way to the
pointed tip.

Overall length
of this knife is 8"
Radius = .5"
Single Bevel Sloyd
Hook Knife
KN52 - $79.95

Stub Sloyd
Knife has  shorter
blade than our origi-
nal Sloyd knife and

is perfect for smaller
sized projects. It is
great for whittling,
marking and general
‘woodworking. Overall
length is 7° including;
its 2-1/2" blade.

Stub Sloyd Knife
KN53 - $49.95

Spear Point
Small Radius
Hook Knife is great for
spoons and holowing
bowls. The spear tip is
perfect for delicate and
detail work. It features
a double beveled blade
with an ambidextrous
design. Overall length
is 6-1/2" including its
19" blade.

Radius = .412"

Spear Point Small
Radius Hook Knife
KN54 - $84.95

Hook Strop

Hook Strop is used to polish the INSIDE edge of any
hook knife. The Hook Strop is also used to remove the
wire edge that forms after sharpening with

a Hook Hone.
PW17 - $24.95

Hook Hone

Hook Hone isjuiSed to sharpen the INSIDE edge

of any hook knife. This sharpening tool uses abrasive papet
as a more aggressive solution than stropping to rerig

nicks and scratches from the cutting edge. PW18 - $28.98

"Flexcut
CARVING KNIVES

=

Visit Flexcut.com to find a dealer near you, and see our full line of carving tools:

Spoon Blanks

Basswood Spoon Blank Set
Beginners or pros interested in
% spoon carving. This 4-pack set
has various shapes and lengths.
1.7.5" long x 1" thick

3.7.75" long 1" thick
4.9.75" long x 1" thick
SKSBS - $39.95

Made in USA






OEBPS/images/page008.jpg













































OEBPS/images/page010.jpg
















