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  This version of Oedipus was first performed at The Old Vic, London, on 21 January 2025, as an Old Vic Production in association with Hofesh Shechter Company. The cast was as follows:
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  ‘The future isn’t what it used to be’




  Alan Parker, Angel Heart




  

    

  




  




  Characters




  OEDIPUS




  CREON




  JOCASTA




  ANTIGONE




  ISMENE




  TIRESIAS




  CORINTHIAN




  SHEPHERD




  THE ELDERS




  THE PEOPLE




  This ebook was created before the end of rehearsals and so may differ slightly from the play as performed.




  

    

  




  




  Place – Thebes – 2520




  Sun: there is nothing. Dirt and arid desert; hard, cracked ground. An unforgiving sun sits low in the sky giving perpetual, scorching heat. Even at night, there is no relief.




  Dance




  Scene One




  The middle of the night – the Palace of Thebes.




  OEDIPUS stands alone – he waits, impatiently.




  CREON enters.




  –




  OEDIPUS. You took your time.




  CREON. I was at the gates, amongst the people, they’ve brought their dead with them.




  OEDIPUS. Okay.




  CREON. There are priests burning incense. They’ve seen bird omens over the palace.




  OEDIPUS. I’ve decided to release our private store of water. Give it to the people, don’t tell them it’s the last.




  CREON. I’m not sure /




  OEDIPUS. / You’re objecting to sharing the royal store with the people?




  CREON. I’m not sure releasing more water is the answer. I’ve been at the gates /




  OEDIPUS. / You said.




  CREON. They’re praying.




  OEDIPUS. For water, so go and answer their prayers.




  CREON. We want you to pray with us. Only the Gods can offer real salvation.
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