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SYNOPSIS




A French aristocrat, the vain and extravagant Duc de L’Omelette, dies suddenly after choking on an ortolan. To his surprise, he awakens not in paradise but in Hell, where he confronts the Devil himself. With wit, arrogance, and refined manners, the Duc manages to turn the situation into a kind of social game. Instead of begging or suffering, he challenges the Devil to a game of cards—where the outcome will determine his fate.
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NOTICE




This text is a work in the public domain and reflects the norms, values and perspectives of its time. Some readers may find parts of this content offensive or disturbing, given the evolution in social norms and in our collective understanding of issues of equality, human rights and mutual respect. We ask readers to approach this material with an understanding of the historical era in which it was written, recognizing that it may contain language, ideas or descriptions that are incompatible with today's ethical and moral standards.




Names from foreign languages will be preserved in their original form, with no translation.
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And stepped at once

into a cooler clime. —Cowper.









Keats

fell by a criticism. Who was it died of “The Andromache”? {*1} Ignoble souls!—De

L’Omelette perished of an ortolan. L’histoire en est brève. Assist me, Spirit

of Apicius!




A

golden cage bore the little winged wanderer, enamored, melting, indolent, to the

Chaussée D’Antin, from its home in far Peru. From its queenly possessor La

Bellissima, to the Duc De L’Omelette, six peers of the empire conveyed the happy

bird.
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