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         I like going for walks at this time of day, when the early morning light casts a warm glow on the empty streets, and when the only sound I can hear is that of my own footsteps. The mist from the river makes it especially nice this morning. I take a few photos from the bridge even though it makes me feel kind of unimaginative. I usually take photos of garbage and cigarette butts, but for today, let me surrender to the cliché. I make my way through the streets at a quick pace, but something catches my eye on 7th
          street and I come to a halt. The gable of an old, abandoned building is covered in a giant graffiti painting. It takes my breath away.

         I don’t know how long I’ve stared at it when a voice behind me says,

         “Excuse me.”

         I jump out of my good skin.

         “So sorry! I thought you heard me!” It's a young guy.

         He looks uneasy. His hair is curly and wild. He has the look of someone who just rolled out of bed. Casually cute. If I step closer, I can probably smell the heat of a good long sleep still on him. He must be a few years younger than me.

         “I didn't hear you, I was staring at this painting,” I say, not entirely politely.

         He nods, staring at me. Is that a smile behind his eyes?

         “I just thought you might like to know that a rat was heading for you, but maybe you don't mind that kind of thing,” he says, smiling triumphantly.

         I nod, calmly, not taking my eyes off him. He is cute. Cute, but he doesn’t know it.

         “When you're done, I'd like to take a photo,” he says.

         Only now do I see the camera in his hand. Idiot, I think, not sure whether I mean him or me. He's one of those cocky creative types who thinks way too highly of themselves. Like the guys in my class. But even so, there's something different about him. He's repulsive, yet attractive. I feel an urge to touch him. Throw his camera on the ground. I want to fuck that arrogant smile off his face. Maybe he'd throw me up against the wall, the bricks leaving a faint red layer of dust on my skin…

         I nod and turn back to the painting, which I study in silence for a while before walking away without glancing back. I hear the sound of his blitz until I turn a corner. Out of his sight, I lean up against the wall, breathing heavily. The brick cuts into my back and I push back to meet the pain. I feel my skin tear and the blood run as I think about his damned smile.

          
      

         My apartment is quiet. I take off my shoes and place them carefully on the mat. I tiptoe across the floor toward the bed. My boyfriend is still wrapped in the sheets, asleep. I lie down next to him. I can tell he’s waking up from the way his back moves up and down. I caress it with my finger while I think about the hard brick wall on 7th Street. He turns around to face me, sleepily. I think of the photographer’s dark eyes and their arrogantly teasing energy. My boyfriend cups my face, and I try desperately to forget about the other guy. I bury my head in my pillow. He lifts the sheet so that I can crawl into him. His body is big and warm, and his skin soft. That was partly what initially drew me to him; his huge, almost terrifying exterior. So different from the guys I was usually with.

         He played football in college. Back then he was determined that he’d become a professional. But when the time for scholarships had come around in high school, he’d injured his knee. He had it looked at by many specialists and got doctor recommendations from all over the country, and still no big university wanted to take a chance on him. Luckily, a small university did make him an offer, a university which previously would’ve been laughably inadequate, but turned out to be his only chance. He became a top player in those years, and now he’s making his way to the National League.

         I place my hands on his wide chest. His body is hard but his touch is soft. He pulls me close, blinks away the sleep and kisses me. I graze his dick as I touch him. Like the rest of him, it’s hard. He caresses my back. He doesn’t know about the scratches beneath the fabric, can’t see the blood on my white shirt. I gasp and think of the guy on 7th Street again. The guy in my mind took me hard against the wall in that small alley. We threw ourselves at each other and forgot about time and place as my orgasm tore through my skin. Eyes closed I moan in my boyfriend’s ear. He pulls me even closer, his hard dick pressing against my thigh. This is the right way to start the day. I grab his dick and his tongue disappears into my mouth.

         “I want to feel you,” he says and indicates my clothes.

         His remark lights a flame in me. I remember when he said it the first time we got together. While he was driving. I was so taken aback by his directness and his cocky smile, that I got wet instantly. I slipped out of my panties, the seatbelt pressing against my breasts, and placed his hand under my skirt. I felt his surprise at how wet I was already, and a wave of love rushed through me. Since that day, that remark has made me wet and orgasms inevitable.

         Expectations rush through my body as I get undressed. I make sure to throw my white, bloodstained T-shirt in the laundry basket in the corner. He kisses me eagerly, ignorant of my meeting with the photographer.

         “I want to feel you,” he repeats.

         He lies down on his side and watches my face. We’ve been together for a few years, but his demands still rattle me. How he acts when we’re alone and when we’re together are very different. At parties and hanging out with friends, he’s calm and collected. He thinks before he speaks, smiles politely when someone says something stupid. He’s never very direct, doesn’t ask for anything and is easy to be around. But when he and I are in bed, or on the kitchen table, or on the floor of this small apartment, he’s demanding. He tells me what he wants and when. I smile, knowing that part of him belongs to only me.

         I slowly spread my legs. He looks me in the eye. He’s calm. His breathing is slow, and he lies completely still. It’s different for me. I’ve done as he’s asked, and now there’s just waiting, and it’s unbearable. I think I can hear my own heartbeat. My muscles tighten expectantly. I don’t take my eyes off him. His hand travels between my legs. I moan; the waiting is over. My muscles relax at these well-known touches. My body surrenders completely when he moves down between my legs and starts to lick me. His eyes don’t leave mine as he takes turns kissing and licking. I’m nearly there. My body tightens, and I grab the sheets.

         “Don’t come yet,” he says calmly.

         His demand makes me breathe more deeply. I try to tame my desire by thinking of something else as he kisses and sucks up my juices. Before long, I almost come again, but he doesn’t say anything; he doesn’t have to. He just looks at me sternly. My body is shaking from expectation and excitement when he suddenly stops. He gets off the bed and moves to the headboard. His dick is hard and thumps against his toned abs as he walks. I turn to my side, an arm under my body so that I'm slightly elevated from the mattress. He doesn't say anything as he stops near my face. Brushes my hair to the side. His dick shines in the soft light that rushes in through the white curtains behind the bed.

         I look him in the eye as I suck him clean.

         The vein on the side of his neck is in overdrive. My tongue circles around the head of his cock; sometimes I slide down the side of his shaft; and sometimes I drag it out and make him wait. I kiss his dick, letting the tip of my tongue massage him gently. He moans deeply. My tongue slides down. I lick him everywhere, but I don't take him in my mouth. He touches my hair impatiently. But I want him to wait. Like he made me wait. I concentrate on the head of his dick, kissing, licking, before, finally, I slide him into my mouth. He groans and leans back somewhat. He's close. He pulls me back by the hair, a part of him wanting me to stop. The other part shoves his dick in and out of my mouth. I tighten my hold on the shaft and lead him even deeper. He moans louder, pulling me back by the hair again, but I don't stop. I lick his head until he comes all over me chest. My pussy tightens.

         “Well,” he says. “I think it's your turn now.”

         He pulls me toward the edge of the bed, gets down on his knees and continues where he left off. Few seconds go by before my body gives in and I come, screaming.

          
      

         I have class that afternoon. My final one in Art Photography. I've enjoyed it more than I thought I would. We've been encouraged to photograph all sorts. We've taken headshots and photographed landscapes… One week we focused on pointing our cameras at only green motives; another week we used zoom so much that the pictures became blurry.

         I can't concentrate today. Every time I look up at the professor and his notes on the board, my thoughts rush back to the guy on 7th
          Street – the idiot with that arrogant smile I want to fuck his face off.

         I'm at the back of the class. The professor is old; I haven't had a class with him before. He throws out a question to the class. Several of the male students raise their hands. So pretentious, I think, letting my hands stay on the table in front of me. One guy, I think his name is Caspar, starts answering the question but quickly wanders completely off track, casually mentioning several theorists and making comparisons to a living artist. He talks for a long time while the other guys nod. His words rush out of his mouth in a steady stream. I roll my eyes and lean back, crossing my arms. Some of the guys in class get so turned on by their own voices. Occasionally, their necks get red, or their veins almost break through the surface of their skin. Finally, Caspar seems to be done; without having actually answered the question. Idiot, I think, and suddenly remember the guy from 7th
          Street. Again.

         I’m in no hurry to get home after the lecture. My boyfriend’s working out and won’t be home until late. All that awaits me is an empty apartment. So, I wander through the city. The sun is high in the sky and I’m sweating underneath my backpack. My pace is quick down the streets I know and slow down the ones I don’t. Perhaps I’ll find some real art there… I like taking photos with my phone of unseen things: garbage bags leaning against walls, dog shit, old rusty soda cans… I try making the ugly beautiful. I’ve no idea if this project is going anywhere, but I like seeing Chelsea this way.

         I walk down a street I don’t know. There’s a raw, industrial vibe to this area. Further down, hipsters are hanging out on furniture made out of pallets. I turn down a narrow street with little sunlight. My eyes search for something to photograph. I reach a door that says ‘Gallery’ next to a wide store window, but the window is covered in white plastic, making it impossible to see through. One the door hangs a simple poster: ‘Women in Art.’ The exhibition opens tonight. I snap a photo of the poster and hurry home to shower.

         A few hours later, I walk to the gallery. Lounge music meets me in the door. There’re quite a few people here already, walking around drinking wine. I lift the hem of my dress as I step in. It’s a warm night; too warm for the season, so I’m wearing my long, black silk dress with thin spaghetti straps that’s low cut in the back as well as the front. I pass a group of people in conversation. There seem to be as many women as men in the group, and I sense them all looking after me as I walk by. Maybe it’s the dress. Or maybe it’s my tattoos. I have many, and they’re colorful. A red rose blossoms on my shoulder. Green leaves trace down my arm while a spider spins its web on the other. I pause in front of the first painting. It’s of a naked woman sitting on a velvet chair as red as my rose. I take a step back to get a better view. She doesn’t look comfortable, ass out and leaning forward. She’s touching her long neck and looks intensely and lustfully at the viewer. I’m not impressed. This was clearly painted by a man. It’s a painting of the patriarchy forced into the eyes of a women. Tooeasy, I think and walk on.

         The next painting is also of a naked, young woman with a seductive look in her eye. I’m starting to get angry. Why has this artist painted women like they were porn stars? But even though I have these thoughts, I can’t help but be turned on. I grab a cool glass of white wine off a tray and drink a big gulp before continuing. My heels echo in the room. The next painting takes up a whole wall. To be reduced to an object just to please a man’s fantasies… It’s against everything I believe in, and yet it’s so sexy. I can’t take my eyes off this one. The way she contorts her body is for his honor. I take another sip, wondering what it would be like to model for this artist.

         “So, what do you think?” A voice says behind me.

         I turn around slowly and find the guy from 7th
          street in front of me. He smiles and pours himself some more wine. I’m so surprised to see him that I forget to answer his question. The scratches on my back start to sting. I blink. In my thoughts, he’s still pushing me up against that wall.

         He gestures at the painting. “Do you like it?”

         “It’s a bit simple,” I say.

         He nods and steps closer. My grip tightens around my glass as I force thoughts of my boyfriend to the forefront of my mind.

         “What is it you don’t like about it?” he asks and stops next to me. Only a few centimeters of space between us.

         “The artist’s obviously objectifying this poor woman.” I say.

         His smile widens. “I think he’s celebrating her.”

         “As an object of his sexual fantasies,” I say. “Typical.”

         I await his next move. His eyes wander up and down my body, lingering on the tattoos, then my exposed collarbone. He sips his wine, studying me. Just like the painter must’ve looked at these women. My body gets hot and moist. He makes me feel like I exist for his pleasure, and the worst part is that I enjoy it. I snort, but that just makes him smile more. He finds a card in his pocket and gives it to me.

         “If you change your mind, I hope you’ll stop by. I’d love to paint you.”

         I take his card, shocked. He’s the artist. He turns around and leaves.

         I empty my glass and hurry toward the bathrooms. I slam the door behind me. What a pompous prick! I’m annoyed he got the last word. I slide a hand into my panties. The way he looked at me as though he owned me has made me so wet. I touch myself in circles. Harder than usual, like I’m punishing myself for being turned on. I come quickly, leaning against the sink, starring at my reflection. The look in my eye is exactly like that of all the painted women.

          
      

         For days I consider his offer. Something inexplicable attracts me about the idea. I’m drawn to him in a way I haven’t experienced before. I long to feel him inside me. Long to feel used by him. I can’t stop thinking about him. So I’ll go there. On Saturday. My boyfriend will never know. He has a game up North. I text the artist beforehand. He doesn’t reply. Not until the night before: “OF COURSE. COME BY TONIGHT.”

          
      

         I wake when my boyfriend leaves. I have all day to myself. And all night with the painter. I spend all day prepping. I take a long bath that makes the bathroom smell like lavender. I breath in deep and try to relax, but my body is fighting it. It’s excited. I had sex with my boyfriend less than twelve hour ago, and I orgasmed, but it wasn’t doing for me what it usually does.

         I put on a loose dress and a leather jacket. My short hair makes me looks effortlessly elegant. My make-up is on the natural side, but underneath my clothes, my tattoos are screaming for attention. I shut the door after me and think, for a moment, of my boyfriend. I don’t feel guilty. Weirdly. I’ve never considered cheating before.

         I go to his studio on the top floor of an old building.

         “The art critic has arrived,” he says and buzzes me in.

         He greets me at the door when the elevator doors open. He leans in to kiss me on the cheek, but I walk past him into his studio. The only furniture here is an old armchair and a stool. My high heels echo in the bare room.

         “Would the art critic like to share her opinion on this?” He points to another painting of a woman.

         “Shouldn't you offer me some wine first?” I ask.

         Without waiting for his reply, I grab a glass and an open bottle of wine from his kitchen counter. The cabinets are covered in photographs. I freeze when I notice some leaves tracing down an arm – my arm! He's taken photos of my body! Rage rises in me. How could he do that? I search the other photos and discover that they're all of me. He has zoomed in on different parts of my body; my tattoos, my hair, my back, my legs, my ass and my clenched fist. It's almost a study of my body. My rage disappears and I smile when I realize that he's already started to objectify me. I pour myself some wine and take a sip. He watches me while I drink. I feel his eyes on my mouth. They travel down my neck to my breasts. I turn around and stare him down. Then I take off my leather jacket and walk toward him.

         “Objectify me,” I say, and he smiles arrogantly.

         We walk over to the easel. He drags the armchair to the middle of the room. He arranges his paint, and when he looks up, he sees that I've let my dress fall to the floor. I sit in the chair and lean back in it and spread my legs. His cocky smile disappears, and he seems unable to take his eyes off me. I lean back my head.

         “You make it easy,” he says.

         But instead of going to the easel, he walks toward me. He kneels down in front of me, paint brush in one hand, palette in the other. He dips the paint brush in the wet paint, looks up at me and starts painting on my tattoos. My clenched body flinches at the touch. It feels strange and cool and soft at the same time. He paints the hearts framing my nipples. I get goosebumps when he works on the string of flowers dancing all the way up my leg. I spread my legs wider, but he moves the paint brush up my shoulder. He studies every last bit of me, but whenever I move or moan quietly at his touch, he stops and moves his attention to a different tattoo. I'm an object for the sake of art. He steps back and observes his doing – my body. He looks at me for a long time.

         Until I get up.

         “Take it off,” I say, motioning at his clothes and reach for his palette and paint brush.

         He doesn't have any tattoos, so I paint a big red heart on his naked chest. I notice his hard dick and his arrogant smile. I can't wait to fuck that stupid smile off his face. I let the paint brush travel down his naked body. The little hairs stand on end.

         He pulls me closer and kisses me softly on the lips. I throw away the paint brush and palette with a clatter and grab tightly around his curls, kissing him insistently. We get down on the floor. His mouth moves over my breasts and my mouth. Paint is everywhere now, smeared. He moves down between my legs, and without kissing his way there, without caressing me gently, he buries his whole face in my pussy. I'm already wet, but his hard tongue makes the juices flow even more. I see him looking at me and I arch my back and grab my breasts. I moan loudly, and he keeps going, his tongue exploring my body like his eyes did that day on 7th
          Street. I exist only for him.

         I grab his hair and shove him away; I'm too close to climaxing. He rises to a squatting position, and I crawl to him. My body leaves paint stains on the floor. I take him in my mouth. His dick is hard in a way only young guys' dicks are. I suck it greedily and moan gratefully. His dumb smile has been wiped off his face, replaced by his want for me. I take him in deep until he gently nudges me away. I lie down on my back. The second my back touches the floor, he thrusts eagerly up into me. I scream as he fills me out completely, his young body ferocious. I move my legs up his back, making him slide even deeper in. We're covered in smeared paint, a big abstract piece of art.

         I'm still whimpering when he pulls out, exhausted. He looks at the paint and the sweat that runs from my breast to my stomach. He follows the line with his finger, looking at me the way he did the painting on the gable on 7th
          Street. I see the excitement in his eyes. He likes what he sees. He inserts his fingers into me, and I moan so loudly that it echoes in the big, empty room. While his fingers are working on me, I take him in my mouth again. His dick tastes like me.

         Soon, his fingers start to bore me. I want to feel him. I point to the floor and he gets down. I slide down his length and ride him softly. His hands touch me everywhere, grabbing my bouncing breasts, squeezing my butt, assisting it up and down. The heat makes the paint run down my back. His eyes, previously studying my body so intensely, now seek mine. He raises himself a bit so that we're eye to eye, our faces separated only by a few centimeters. Suddenly, I'm no longer an object of his sexual desires. I'm something else, something more. I start riding him hard, staring him down.

         “Make me come,” I whisper.

         He does, rubbing his hand on my wet clit. My pussy clenches and I moan deeply. Warmth rushes through me. I look him directly in his eyes as I come. His arrogant smile is long gone. All I see is his desire. He comes in a groan a few seconds later.

         We lie on our backs on the floor, wet and satisfied. I turn to my side and watch him. He smiles back smugly.

         Idiot, I think, feeling the desire slowly returning.
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         I hurried out of the door and ran to the nearest metro station, only one thought on my mind: getting away from that creep. My heart was racing, and I was so filled with anger I could hardly see straight. People walked past me in the metro train car. They were like extras in a play – insignificant to the storyline, and yet not without purpose.

         A middle-aged man and a young guy were talking in low voices. Were they a couple? Or new acquaintances? They weren't touching, but I just knew they were talking about sex. Were they headed home to one of theirs? Would the older one cross the line with the younger one? Maybe this was the first time the young guy was with another man? I pictured the older one pressuring the younger one to perform oral sex on him until he came. I looked at the middle-aged man with anger and discomfort. Pressuring people into doing something they didn't want to do was not okay.

         “Pig,” I whispered. I had to hold myself back so as not to walk up to the man and scream in his ugly face. Take out my anger on him. Kick and hit him until he realized that some sexual things he'd just have to do on his own.

         I tried taking some deep breaths. Tried to calm down. But it was no use, and my eyes fell on a young couple across from me. The girl was probably my age, around 24. The guy might've been a couple years older. They were laughing together. I walked a few steps nearer so I could hear what they were saying, but they weren't speaking Danish. I observed their facial expressions and body language instead. The girl brushed her long, dark hair aside. I admired how shiny it was. I glanced at my reflection in the window and sighed. My hair was shoulder-length, blond and plain. Snow White, I named the girl, and let my eyes travel to the guy. He looked like many guys his age; fairly attractive and neither skinny nor buff. His hair was black, and his skin golden. Maybe they were from Spain or Italy.

         The girl leaned forward and pecked him on the lips. So, they were dating. He ran his fingers through her shiny hair. My anger cooled a little, watching their gorgeous, young love. Maybe they were Catholic and abstaining from sex before marriage. So pure and beautiful. Like a blossoming rose. I loved them. Wished I could look at them forever. But suddenly my heart burst as I watched the guy's hand slide down her body, her butt, and pull her close. They girl held him tight, and they started making out vigorously. I swallowed hard, and my anger returned two-fold as I observed yet another disgusting guy getting his way.

         A group of young people getting on the metro distracted me. They were laughing and talking and dominating the whole space. Three girls, four guys. Two of the girls seemed quite full of themselves. Overly confident. The third was quieter and kept shushing her friends. They were younger than me, and perhaps sexually inexperienced. The quiet girl for sure. The others gave me a bad taste in my mouth.
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