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Introduction


Take a look around your house. Chances are you have a roll of duct tape hidden under the sink, in a toolbox, or in a junk drawer somewhere. And if you don’t, you should, because this book will take you through all the amazing things you can do with that simple roll!


Since I was a little girl, I’ve known about the amazing qualities of crafting with tape. It’s clean, applies easily, and leaves no mess behind like paints and glues. For many years I happily used up roll after roll of clear packing and Scotch tape for scrapbooking and “laminating” all of my favorite pictures from magazines. I still enjoy a fresh roll of cellophane tape, but as years passed I learned about the power of duct.


Not only is duct tape strong enough to lift cars, build cannons, and fix engines, it’s also cheap, easy to use, and lasts forever. And thanks to the wise Zen-like knowledge of duct tape aficionados spreading the word, you can now find duct tape in loads of colors, patterns, and finishes. With duct tape you get style and strength all in one—how can you beat that?


So read on to create some amazing belts, wallets, bags, and other accessories that will make even your favorite handyperson jealous. Chances are you’ll find some idea you might have never thought of before, and you’ll be unrolling the sticky stuff years down the road!


Happy crafting!
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Idea Gallery
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Message board. Use thin strips of colorful duct tape to separate a plain white dry erase board by day, class, project, or whatever works for you!
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Scrabble tile coasters. Cover squares of cardboard in duct tape and follow the sticker technique on page 17 to create custom designs for each one.
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Charging caddy. Cut an old bottle of lotion in half with an extension in the back. Cut a hole in the extension large enough for your charging plug, then wrap the whole package in duct tape; your phone now has a place to rest while it charges!
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File holder. Save an old cereal box and cut off the top at an angle. Wrap the whole box in duct tape for a great place to store magazines, folders, or other important files.
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Storage boxes. Breathe new life into old tins, boxes, and containers with some fashionable duct tape!
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Game night. Create your own custom gaming station by decorating your system and controllers in duct tape.
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Custom chucks. Create a stand-out sticker for your favorite sneakers.
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Unique boots. Add a sticker or completely cover an old pair of boots to give them some flair.
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Drawer organizer. Use up all those empty cardboard boxes. Arrange several small boxes in a way that fits your drawer. Cover each one in duct tape, and then attach them along the top and bottom.
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Chain jewelry. Cut 3" (7.5cm) lengths of ¼" (0.5cm)-diameter cording and wrap each piece with duct tape. Connect the ends to form links. Join the links together as you make them to create chain jewelry pieces.
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Sporting chance. Cover your favorite sports equipment in duct tape and give your team the edge.
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Shoelaces. Fold a 1" (2.5cm)-wide strip of duct tape into thirds, then wrap another small strip around each end. When you finish, you’ll have a perfect customizable shoelace!







Using Washi, Masking & FrogTape


If you’ve gotten to like duct tape, you’ll be happy to know there are lots of other craft tapes out there you can use to make amazing creations!
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Decorate it!


Style your room, dorm, or home with these easy design ideas!
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Instant abstract art. Put random strips of FrogTape all over a blank canvas. Paint each empty section in whatever colors you love. Then peel away the tape for easy abstract art!
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Wall art. Cut a simple shape from a piece of foam core, and then cover it in washi tape for a personalized piece of art!
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Paper lanterns. Paper lanterns are cheap and easy to cover with decorative washi tape. The result will give your room a charming ambience.


Upcycle it!


Turn thrift store finds into treasures with the addition of decorative tape!
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Cover a cutlery tray. Decorate a cutlery tray for a perfect spot to store cosmetics, stationery, or art supplies.
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Jewelry. Add a layer of washi tape to old jewelry to give it a fresh new look!
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Revamp old boxes. Any old box can become new again with a layer of washi tape. This set of nesting boxes gets a new lease on life with lace and pastel tape.



Personalize it!


Show off your own personal style or just add a touch of flair to your favorite belongings!
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Headphones. Show off your style while you rock out using some washi tape on your favorite headphones.
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Screenprint a shirt. Apply a sheet of FrogTape to parchment paper like in the sticker technique on page 17. Cut out the shapes with a craft knife, and you have a perfect template for painting t-shirts!
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Sunglasses. Add some flair to classic black sunglasses with a few strips of washi tape down the sides.
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Gamer heaven. Cover your handheld gaming consoles in washi tape to make them stand out from the crowd.
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Cords and chargers. With a bit of washi tape, you’ll never get your chargers mixed up with anyone else’s, and you’ll know what goes where when they tangle up!


[image: Illustration]


Dog tags. Wrap military dog tags in a bit of washi tape to make a quick and easy statement.
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Chopsticks and plastic bins. Use washi tape to make sure your lunch utensils never get mixed up with anyone else’s, or as a labeling system for plastic bins to store craft supplies, jewelry, and other small treasures.



Organize it!


Take boring office supplies and make getting organized fun again!
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Clothespins. Cover clothespins in washi tape and use them for hanging items on the wall and posting important reminders!
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Tape magnets. Find a use for those business card magnets that businesses everywhere hand out. Cover them in washi tape and cut them into charming ripped tape shapes for use on your fridge.
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Mint tins. Cover a mint tin in washi tape to store odds and ends and little treats for yourself.
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Stationery set. Cover folders, notebooks, envelopes, pencils, clips, pen cups, and other stationery supplies in washi tape for an adorable matching set to give to yourself or friends!
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Clipboards. Decorate clipboards in washi tape and hang them on your wall for a great way to stay organized.





Getting Started


The beauty of duct tape is that you need very little to get started creating! You can easily start working with just a simple roll of the silver stuff, but for the least headaches, there are a few more supplies that will make the unrolling more manageable. We’ll also cover basic techniques to master so you can jump right into the projects!
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Washi tape is a tape made from
Japanese washi paper, a decorative
rice paper with a distinctive texture
that looks beautiful and works well
in crafts.

Masking tape, similar to duct tape,
is an old standby that is now being
manufactured in an array of colors.
Most projects suitable for duct or
washi tape could also be done with
masking tape.

FrogTape is a recent invention
that makes a huge improvement
on old painter’s tape. The
adhesive, when moistened,
forms a gel-like barrier that
keeps paint from soaking
through the tape. You can paint
perfect, clean lines with it!
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