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Kalevala is a Finnish epic poem that showcases the rich oral tradition of Finnish folklore and mythology. With its 50 songs, Kalevala follows the adventures of Väinämöinen, Ilmarinen, and Lemminkäinen as they encounter gods, demons, and other fantastical creatures. The poem is known for its unique meter and rhyme scheme, which adds to its lyrical and captivating storytelling. Written in the 19th century, Kalevala played a crucial role in shaping Finnish national identity and preserving cultural heritage. The poem's themes of heroism, magic, and nature resonate with readers of all ages. This timeless masterpiece is a must-read for those interested in exploring Finnish literature and mythology. Its influence can be seen in various artistic forms, ranging from music to visual arts. Anonymous's dedication to preserving and sharing these ancient tales has cemented their place in literary history.
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The Story of Burnt Njal is a classic Icelandic Saga that delves into the intricacies of medieval Icelandic society, feuds, and honor culture. Written in an epic prose style, the narrative follows the complex and interwoven fates of various families caught up in a web of vendettas and betrayals. The book provides a fascinating insight into the legal system, religious beliefs, and social norms of the time, making it a valuable source for understanding medieval Icelandic literature. Anonymous, the author of this saga, is a mysterious figure whose identity remains unknown, adding an air of intrigue to the work. Despite the anonymity of the author, the depth of historical detail and emotional depth in The Story of Burnt Njal showcases a deep understanding of the human condition and the consequences of actions driven by honor and custom. This Saga is recommended for readers interested in exploring the complexities of medieval society and the timeless themes of loyalty, revenge, and tragedy.
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The Kebra Nagast, attributed to an author known as Anonymous, is a religious and historical text that focuses on the establishment of the Solomonic dynasty in Ethiopia. The book intertwines biblical narratives with Ethiopian legends, promoting the idea of Ethiopia as a chosen land and center of Christian belief. Written in a poetic and flowing style, The Kebra Nagast is both a historical document and a religious testament, emphasizing Ethiopia's connection to the ancient Israelites. The text sheds light on the cultural and religious significance of Ethiopia within a broader literary context, bridging the gap between African and Middle Eastern narratives.
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The Analects of Confucius (Bilingual Edition: English/Chinese) is a timeless classic that offers profound insights into the teachings and philosophy of the ancient Chinese sage, Confucius. The book is a collection of his sayings and ideas on morality, ethics, governance, and personal conduct. Written in a simple and concise style, the Analects provides readers with a glimpse into the moral and ethical code of Confucianism. This bilingual edition allows readers to appreciate the original Chinese text alongside the English translation, making it a valuable resource for students of Chinese philosophy and culture. The book is a must-read for anyone interested in Eastern philosophy and the teachings of Confucius. The Analects of Confucius offers timeless wisdom and practical advice that is still relevant in today's world.
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The I Ching, also known as The Book of Changes, is a classic Chinese text that offers deep insights into philosophy, morality, and divination. This ancient book is written in poetic form, using hexagrams to convey its teachings on the cosmic balance of the universe. Each hexagram represents a different aspect of life and provides guidance on various situations and decisions. The I Ching is a foundational text in Chinese literature and has remained influential throughout history. It continues to be studied by scholars and spiritual seekers seeking wisdom and enlightenment. Anonymous's rendition of The Book of Changes preserves the essence of the original text, allowing readers to delve into the mysteries of the universe and contemplate the patterns of existence. Through the I Ching, readers can gain a deeper understanding of themselves and the world around them, leading to personal growth and enlightenment. I highly recommend The I Ching to anyone interested in ancient wisdom, divination, and Eastern philosophy.
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  CHAPTER I.


  THREE DIFFERENT LÎ KING, OR RITUAL BOOKS, ACKNOWLEDGED IN CHINA. THE RECOVERY OF THE FIRST TWO, AND FORMATION OF THE THIRD, UNDER THE HAN DYNASTY.
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  How Confucius spoke of the Lî.




  1. Confucius said, 'It is by the Odes that the mind is aroused; by the Rules of Propriety that the character is established; from Music that the finish is received.' On another occasion he said, 'Without the Rules of Propriety, respectfulness becomes laborious bustle; carefulness, timidity; boldness, insubordination; and straightforwardness, rudeness.'




  These are two specimens of the manner in which Confucius expressed himself about the Lî, the Rules of Propriety or Ceremonial Usages, recognised in his time. It is a natural inference from his language that there were Collections of such Rules which could be read and studied; but he does not expressly say so.




  How Mencius spoke of them.




  The language of Mencius was more definite. In at least two passages of his works we find the usual form of quotation Lî Yüeh, 'The Lî says,' which, according to the analogy of Shih Yüeh, 'The Shih King, or Book of Poetry, says,' might be rendered,




  'The Lî. King says.' In another passage, he says to a Mr. King Khun, 'Have you not read the Lî?' It does not appear that Mencius was always referring to one and the same collection of Lî; but it is clear that in his time there were one or more such collections current and well known among his countrymen.




  Now there are three Lî King, or three Rituals.




  There are now three Chinese classics into which the name Lî enters:--the Î Lî, the Kâu Lî, and the Lî Kî, frequently styled, both by the Chinese themselves and by sinologists, 'The Three Rituals.' The first two are books of the Kâu dynasty (B.C. 1122-225). The third, of which a complete translation is given in the present work, may contain passages of an earlier date than either of the others; but as a collection in its present form, it does not go higher than the Han dynasty, and was not completed till our second century. It has, however, taken a higher position than those others, and is ranked with the Shû, the Shih, the Yî, and the Khun Khiû, forming one of 'The Five King,' which are acknowledged as the books of greatest authority in China. Other considerations besides antiquity have given, we shall see, its eminence to the Lî Kî.




  State of the Lî books at the rise of the Han an dynasty.
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