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Australia






This article is about the country officially called Commonwealth of Australia. For the continent, see Australia (continent). For other uses, see Australia (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Coordinates: 25°S 133°E[image: External link]

Australia ( i[image: External link]/e'streIlie /[image: External link], /a- /[image: External link], /-lje /[image: External link]),[11][12] officially the Commonwealth of Australia,[13] is a country comprising the mainland of the Australian continent, the island of Tasmania and numerous smaller islands. It is the world's sixth-largest country by total area. The neighbouring countries are Papua New Guinea, Indonesia[image: External link] and East Timor to the north; the Solomon Islands and Vanuatu to the north-east; and New Zealand to the south-east. Australia's capital is Canberra[image: External link], and its largest urban area is Sydney.

For about 50,000 years[14] before the first British settlement in the late 18th century,[15][16] Australia was inhabited by indigenous Australians,[17] who spoke languages classifiable into roughly 250 groups.[18][19] After the European discovery of the continent by Dutch explorers in 1606[image: External link], Australia's eastern half was claimed by Great Britain in 1770 and initially settled through penal transportation to the colony of New South Wales from 26 January 1788. The population grew steadily in subsequent decades, and by the 1850s most of the continent had been explored and an additional five self-governing crown colonies established. On 1 January 1901, the six colonies federated, forming the Commonwealth of Australia. Australia has since maintained a stable liberal democratic political system that functions as a federal parliamentary[image: External link] constitutional monarchy comprising six states and several territories[image: External link]. The population of 24 million[6] is highly urbanised and heavily concentrated on the eastern seaboard.[20]

Australia has the world's 13th-largest economy and ninth-highest per capita income (IMF).[21] With the second-highest human development index[image: External link] globally, the country ranks highly in quality of life, health, education, economic freedom, and civil liberties and political rights.[22] Australia is a member of the United Nations[image: External link], G20[image: External link], Commonwealth of Nations, ANZUS, Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development[image: External link] (OECD), World Trade Organization, Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation, and the Pacific Islands Forum[image: External link].
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 Name




Main article: Name of Australia


The name Australia (pronounced [əˈstɹæɪljə, -liə] in Australian English[23]) is derived from the Latin Terra Australis ("southern land") a name used for putative lands in the southern hemisphere since ancient times.[24] The earliest recorded use of the word Australia in English was in 1625 in "A note of Australia del Espíritu Santo, written by Sir Richard Hakluyt", published by Samuel Purchas in Hakluytus Posthumus, a corruption of the original Spanish name "Austrialia del Espíritu Santo" (Southern Land of the Holy Spirit)[25][26][27] for an island in Vanuatu.[28] The Dutch adjectival form Australische was used in a Dutch book in Batavia ( Jakarta[image: External link]) in 1638, to refer to the newly discovered lands to the south.[29] The first time that the name Australia appears to have been officially used was in a despatch to Lord Bathurst of 4 April 1817 in which Governor Lachlan Macquarie acknowledges the receipt of Matthew Flinders' charts of Australia.[30] On 12 December 1817, Macquarie recommended to the Colonial Office that it be formally adopted.[31] In 1824, the Admiralty agreed that the continent should be known officially as Australia.[32] The first official published use of the term Australia came with the 1830 publication of "The Australia Directory".[33]
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 History




Main article: History of Australia
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 Prehistory




Human habitation of the Australian continent is estimated to have begun between 42,000 and 48,000 years ago,[34][35] possibly with the migration of people by land bridges and short sea-crossings from what is now Southeast Asia[image: External link]. These first inhabitants may have been ancestors of modern Indigenous Australians.[36] At the time of European settlement in the late 18th century, most Indigenous Australians were hunter-gatherers, with a complex oral culture and spiritual values based on reverence for the land and a belief in the Dreamtime. The Torres Strait Islanders, ethnically Melanesian, were originally horticulturists and hunter-gatherers.[37] The northern coasts and waters of Australia were visited sporadically by fishermen from Maritime Southeast Asia.[38]
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 European arrival




See also: European exploration of Australia


The first recorded European sighting of the Australian mainland, and the first recorded European landfall on the Australian continent (in 1606), are attributed to the Dutch. The first ship and crew to chart the Australian coast and meet with Aboriginal people was the Duyfken captained by Dutch navigator, Willem Janszoon.[39] He sighted the coast of Cape York Peninsula in early 1606, and made landfall on 26 February at the Pennefather River near the modern town of Weipa on Cape York.[40] The Dutch charted the whole of the western and northern coastlines and named the island continent "New Holland" during the 17th century, but made no attempt at settlement.[40] William Dampier, an English explorer and privateer, landed on the north-west coast of New Holland in 1688 and again in 1699 on a return trip.[41] In 1770, James Cook sailed along and mapped the east coast, which he named New South Wales and claimed for Great Britain.[42]

With the loss of its American colonies in 1783, the British Government sent a fleet of ships, the "First Fleet", under the command of Captain Arthur Phillip, to establish a new penal colony in New South Wales. A camp was set up and the flag raised at Sydney Cove, Port Jackson, on 26 January 1788,[16] a date which became Australia's national day, Australia Day, although the British Crown Colony of New South Wales was not formally promulgated until 7 February 1788. The first settlement led to the foundation of Sydney, and the exploration and settlement of other regions.

A British settlement was established in Van Diemen's Land, now known as Tasmania, in 1803, and it became a separate colony in 1825.[43] The United Kingdom formally claimed the western part of Western Australia (the Swan River Colony) in 1828.[44] Separate colonies were carved from parts of New South Wales: South Australia in 1836, Victoria in 1851, and Queensland in 1859.[45] The Northern Territory was founded in 1911 when it was excised from South Australia.[46] South Australia was founded as a "free province"—it was never a penal colony.[47] Victoria and Western Australia were also founded "free", but later accepted transported convicts.[48][49] A campaign by the settlers of New South Wales led to the end of convict transportation to that colony; the last convict ship arrived in 1848.[50]

The indigenous population, estimated to have been between 750,000 and 1,000,000 in 1788,[51] declined for 150 years following settlement, mainly due to infectious disease.[52] Thousands more died as a result of frontier conflict with settlers.[53] A government policy of "assimilation" beginning with the Aboriginal Protection Act 1869 resulted in the removal of many Aboriginal children from their families and communities—often referred to as the Stolen Generations—a practice which may also have contributed to the decline in the indigenous population.[54] As a result of the 1967 referendum[image: External link], the Federal government's power to enact special laws with respect to a particular race was extended to enable the making of laws with respect to Aborigines.[55] Traditional ownership of land ("native title") was not recognised in law until 1992, when the High Court of Australia held in Mabo v Queensland (No 2) that the legal doctrine that Australia had been terra nullius ("land belonging to no one") did not apply to Australia at the time of British settlement.[56]
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 Colonial expansion




A gold rush began in Australia in the early 1850s[57] and the Eureka Rebellion against mining licence fees in 1854 was an early expression of civil disobedience.[58] Between 1855 and 1890, the six colonies individually gained responsible government, managing most of their own affairs while remaining part of the British Empire.[59] The Colonial Office in London retained control of some matters, notably foreign affairs,[60] defence,[61] and international shipping.
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 Nationhood




On 1 January 1901, federation of the colonies was achieved after a decade of planning, consultation and voting.[62] This established the Commonwealth of Australia as a dominion of the British Empire.[63][64] The Federal Capital Territory (later renamed the Australian Capital Territory) was formed in 1911 as the location for the future federal capital of Canberra. Melbourne was the temporary seat of government from 1901 to 1927 while Canberra was being constructed.[65] The Northern Territory was transferred from the control of the South Australian government to the federal parliament in 1911.[66] In 1914, Australia joined Britain in fighting World War I, with support from both the outgoing Commonwealth Liberal Party[image: External link] and the incoming Australian Labor Party.[67][68] Australians took part in many of the major battles fought on the Western Front.[69] Of about 416,000 who served, about 60,000 were killed and another 152,000 were wounded.[70] Many Australians regard the defeat of the Australian and New Zealand Army Corps (ANZACs) at Gallipoli as the birth of the nation—its first major military action.[71][72] The Kokoda Track campaign is regarded by many as an analogous nation-defining event during World War II.[73]

Britain's Statute of Westminster 1931 formally ended most of the constitutional links between Australia and the UK. Australia adopted it in 1942,[74] but it was backdated to 1939 to confirm the validity of legislation passed by the Australian Parliament during World War II.[75][76] The shock of the United Kingdom's defeat in Asia in 1942 and the threat of Japanese invasion[image: External link] caused Australia to turn to the United States as a new ally and protector.[77] Since 1951, Australia has been a formal military ally of the US, under the ANZUS treaty.[78] After World War II Australia encouraged immigration from mainland Europe. Since the 1970s and following the abolition of the White Australia policy, immigration from Asia and elsewhere was also promoted.[79] As a result, Australia's demography, culture, and self-image were transformed.[80] The final constitutional ties between Australia and the UK were severed with the passing of the Australia Act 1986, ending any British role in the government of the Australian States, and closing the option of judicial appeals to the Privy Council in London.[81] In a 1999 referendum[image: External link], 55% of voters and a majority in every state rejected a proposal to become a republic with a president appointed by a two-thirds vote in both Houses of the Australian Parliament. Since the election of the Whitlam Government in 1972,[82] there has been an increasing focus in foreign policy on ties with other Pacific Rim nations, while maintaining close ties with Australia's traditional allies and trading partners.[83]
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 Geography




Main articles: Geography of Australia, Environment of Australia, and Geology of Australia


See also: Environmental issues in Australia
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 General characteristics




Australia's landmass of 7,617,930 square kilometres (2,941,300 sq mi)[84] is on the Indo-Australian Plate. Surrounded by the Indian and Pacific oceans,[N 4] it is separated from Asia by the Arafura and Timor seas, with the Coral Sea lying off the Queensland coast, and the Tasman Sea lying between Australia and New Zealand. The world's smallest continent[86] and sixth largest country by total area,[87] Australia—owing to its size and isolation—is often dubbed the "island continent",[88] and is sometimes considered the world's largest island.[89] Australia has 34,218 kilometres (21,262 mi) of coastline (excluding all offshore islands),[90] and claims an extensive Exclusive Economic Zone[image: External link] of 8,148,250 square kilometres (3,146,060 sq mi). This exclusive economic zone does not include the Australian Antarctic Territory.[91] Apart from Macquarie Island, Australia lies between latitudes 9° and 44°S, and longitudes 112° and 154°E.

The Great Barrier Reef, the world's largest coral reef,[92] lies a short distance off the north-east coast and extends for over 2,000 kilometres (1,240 mi). Mount Augustus, claimed to be the world's largest monolith,[93] is located in Western Australia. At 2,228 metres (7,310 ft), Mount Kosciuszko[image: External link] on the Great Dividing Range is the highest mountain on the Australian mainland. Even taller are Mawson Peak (at 2,745 metres or 9,006 feet), on the remote Australian territory of Heard Island, and, in the Australian Antarctic Territory, Mount McClintock and Mount Menzies, at 3,492 metres (11,457 ft) and 3,355 metres (11,007 ft) respectively.[94]

Australia's size gives it a wide variety of landscapes, with tropical rainforests in the north-east, mountain ranges in the south-east, south-west and east, and dry desert in the centre.[95] It is the flattest continent,[96] with the oldest and least fertile soils;[97][98] desert or semi-arid land commonly known as the outback makes up by far the largest portion of land.[99] The driest inhabited continent, its annual rainfall averaged over continental area is less than 500 mm.[100] The population density, 2.8 inhabitants per square kilometre, is among the lowest in the world,[101] although a large proportion of the population lives along the temperate south-eastern coastline.[102]

Eastern Australia is marked by the Great Dividing Range, which runs parallel to the coast of Queensland, New South Wales and much of Victoria. The name is not strictly accurate, because parts of the range consist of low hills, and the highlands are typically no more than 1,600 metres (5,249 ft) in height.[103] The coastal uplands and a belt of Brigalow grasslands lie between the coast and the mountains, while inland of the dividing range are large areas of grassland.[103][104] These include the western plains[image: External link] of New South Wales, and the Einasleigh Uplands, Barkly Tableland, and Mulga Lands of inland Queensland. The northernmost point of the east coast is the tropical-rainforested Cape York Peninsula.[105][106][107][108]

The landscapes of the Top End and the Gulf Country—with their tropical climate—include forest, woodland, wetland, grassland[image: External link], rainforest and desert.[109][110][111] At the north-west corner of the continent are the sandstone cliffs and gorges of The Kimberley, and below that the Pilbara. To the south of these and inland, lie more areas of grassland: the Ord Victoria Plain and the Western Australian Mulga shrublands.[112][113][114] At the heart of the country are the uplands of central Australia. Prominent features of the centre and south include Uluru (also known as Ayers Rock), the famous sandstone monolith, and the inland Simpson, Tirari and Sturt Stony, Gibson, Great Sandy, Tanami, and Great Victoria deserts, with the famous Nullarbor Plain on the southern coast.[115][116][117][118]
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 Climate




Main article: Climate of Australia


The climate of Australia is significantly influenced by ocean currents, including the Indian Ocean Dipole and the El Niño–Southern Oscillation, which is correlated with periodic drought, and the seasonal tropical low-pressure system that produces cyclones in northern Australia.[119][120] These factors cause rainfall to vary markedly from year to year. Much of the northern part of the country has a tropical, predominantly summer-rainfall (monsoon)[100] The south-west corner of the country has a Mediterranean climate.[121] The south-east ranges from oceanic (Tasmania and coastal Victoria) to humid subtropical (upper half of New South Wales). The interior is arid to semi-arid.[100]

According to the Bureau of Meteorology's 2011 Australian Climate Statement, Australia had lower than average temperatures in 2011 as a consequence of a La Niña weather pattern; however, "the country's 10-year average continues to demonstrate the rising trend in temperatures, with 2002–2011 likely to rank in the top two warmest 10-year periods on record for Australia, at 0.52 °C (0.94 °F) above the long-term average".[122] Furthermore, 2014 was Australia's third warmest year since national temperature observations commenced in 1910.[123][124] Water restrictions are frequently in place in many regions and cities of Australia in response to chronic shortages due to urban population increases and localised drought.[125][126] Throughout much of the continent, major flooding regularly follows extended periods of drought, flushing out inland river systems, overflowing dams and inundating large inland flood plains, as occurred throughout Eastern Australia in 2010, 2011 and 2012 after the 2000s Australian drought.

Australia's carbon dioxide emissions per capita are among the highest in the world, lower than those of only a few other industrialised nations.[127] A carbon tax was introduced in 2012 and helped to reduce Australia's emissions but was scrapped in 2014 under the Liberal Government[image: External link].[128] Since the carbon tax was repealed, emissions have again continued to rise.[129]
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 Biodiversity




See also: Fauna of Australia, Flora of Australia, and Fungi of Australia


Although most of Australia is semi-arid or desert, it includes a diverse range of habitats from alpine heaths to tropical rainforests, and is recognised as a megadiverse country. Fungi typify that diversity; an estimated 250,000 species—of which only 5% have been described—occur in Australia.[130] Because of the continent's great age, extremely variable weather patterns, and long-term geographic isolation, much of Australia's biota is unique. About 85% of flowering plants, 84% of mammals, more than 45% of birds, and 89% of in-shore, temperate-zone fish are endemic.[131] Australia has the greatest number of reptiles of any country, with 755 species.[132] Besides Antarctica, Australia is the only continent that developed without feline species. Feral cats may have been introduced in the 17th century by Dutch shipwrecks, and later in the 18th century by European settlers. They are now considered a major factor in the decline and extinction of many vulnerable and endangered native species.[133]

Australian forests[image: External link] are mostly made up of evergreen species, particularly eucalyptus trees in the less arid regions; wattles replace them as the dominant species in drier regions and deserts.[134] Among well-known Australian animals are the monotremes (the platypus and echidna); a host of marsupials, including the kangaroo, koala, and wombat, and birds such as the emu and the kookaburra.[134] Australia is home to many dangerous animals including some of the most venomous snakes in the world.[135] The dingo was introduced by Austronesian people who traded with Indigenous Australians around 3000 BCE.[136] Many animal and plant species became extinct soon after first human settlement,[137] including the Australian megafauna; others have disappeared since European settlement, among them the thylacine.[138][139]

Many of Australia's ecoregions, and the species within those regions, are threatened by human activities and introduced animal, chromistan, fungal and plant species.[140] All these factors have led to Australia having the highest mammal extinction rate of any country in the world.[141] The federal Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 is the legal framework for the protection of threatened species.[142] Numerous protected areas have been created under the National Strategy for the Conservation of Australia's Biological Diversity to protect and preserve unique ecosystems;[143][144] 65 wetlands are listed under the Ramsar Convention,[145] and 16 natural World Heritage Sites have been established.[146] Australia was ranked 3rd out of 178 countries in the world on the 2014 Environmental Performance Index.[147]
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 Government and politics




Main articles: Government of Australia and Politics of Australia


Australia is a federal parliamentary[image: External link] constitutional monarchy[148] with Elizabeth II at its apex as the Queen of Australia[image: External link], a role that is distinct from her position as monarch of the other Commonwealth realms[image: External link]. The Queen is represented in Australia by the Governor-General at the federal level and by the Governors at the state level, who by convention act on the advice of her ministers.[149][150] Thus, in practice the Governor-General has no actual decision-making or de facto governmental role, and merely acts as a legal figurehead for the actions of the Prime Minister[image: External link] and the Federal Executive Council. The Governor-General does have extraordinary reserve powers which may be exercised outside the Prime Minister's request in rare and limited circumstances, the most notable exercise of which was the dismissal of the Whitlam Government in the constitutional crisis of 1975.[151]

The federal government is separated into three branches:


	Legislature: the bicameral Parliament, defined in section 1 of the constitution as comprising the Queen (represented by the Governor-General), the Senate, and the House of Representatives;

	Executive: the Federal Executive Council, which in practice gives legal effect to the decisions of the cabinet, comprising the prime minister[image: External link] and ministers of state who advise the Governor-General;[152]


	Judiciary: the High Court of Australia and other federal courts, whose judges are appointed by the Governor-General on advice of the Federal Executive Council.



In the Senate (the upper house), there are 76 senators: twelve each from the states and two each from the mainland territories (the Australian Capital Territory and the Northern Territory).[153] The House of Representatives (the lower house) has 150 members elected from single-member electoral divisions, commonly known as "electorates" or "seats", allocated to states on the basis of population,[154] with each original state guaranteed a minimum of five seats.[155] Elections for both chambers are normally held every three years simultaneously; senators have overlapping six-year terms except for those from the territories, whose terms are not fixed but are tied to the electoral cycle for the lower house; thus only 40 of the 76 places in the Senate are put to each election unless the cycle is interrupted by a double dissolution.[153]

Australia's electoral system uses preferential voting for all lower house elections with the exception of Tasmania and the ACT which, along with the Senate and most state upper houses, combine it with proportional representation in a system known as the single transferable vote[image: External link]. Voting is compulsory for all enrolled citizens 18 years and over in every jurisdiction,[156] as is enrolment (with the exception of South Australia).[157] The party with majority support in the House of Representatives forms the government and its leader becomes Prime Minister. In cases where no party has majority support, the Governor-General has the constitutional power to appoint the Prime Minister and, if necessary, dismiss one that has lost the confidence of Parliament.[158]

There are two major political groups that usually form government, federally and in the states: the Australian Labor Party and the Coalition which is a formal grouping of the Liberal Party[image: External link] and its minor partner, the National Party[image: External link].[159][160] Within Australian political culture, the Coalition is considered centre-right and the Labor Party is considered centre-left.[161] Independent members and several minor parties have achieved representation in Australian parliaments, mostly in upper houses.

In September 2015, Malcolm Turnbull successfully challenged Abbott for leadership of the Coalition, and was sworn in as the 29th Prime Minister of Australia.[162] The most recent federal election[image: External link] was held on 2 July 2016 and resulted in the Coalition forming a majority government.[163]
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 States and territories




Main article: States and territories of Australia[image: External link]


Australia has six states—New South Wales (NSW), Queensland (QLD), South Australia (SA), Tasmania (TAS), Victoria (VIC) and Western Australia (WA)—and two major mainland territories—the Australian Capital Territory (ACT) and the Northern Territory (NT). In most respects these two territories function as states, except that the Commonwealth Parliament has the power to modify or repeal any legislation passed by the territory parliaments.[164]

Under the constitution, the States essentially have plenary legislative power to legislate on any subject, whereas the Commonwealth (federal) Parliament may only legislate within the subject areas enumerated under section 51. For example, State parliaments have the power to legislate with respect to education, criminal law and state police, health, transport, and local government, but the Commonwealth Parliament does not have any specific power to legislate in these areas.[165] However, Commonwealth laws prevail over State laws to the extent of the inconsistency.[166] In addition, the Commonwealth has the power to levy income tax which, coupled with the power to make grants to States, has given it the financial means to incentivize States to pursue specific legislative agendas within areas over which the Commonwealth does not have legislative power.

Each state and major mainland territory has its own parliament—unicameral in the Northern Territory, the ACT and Queensland, and bicameral in the other states. The states are sovereign entities, although subject to certain powers of the Commonwealth as defined by the Constitution. The lower houses are known as the Legislative Assembly (the House of Assembly[image: External link] in South Australia and Tasmania); the upper houses are known as the Legislative Council[image: External link]. The head of the government in each state is the Premier and in each territory the Chief Minister. The Queen is represented in each state by a Governor; and in the Northern Territory, the Administrator.[167] In the Commonwealth, the Queen's representative is the Governor-General.[168]

The Commonwealth Parliament also directly administers the following external territories: Ashmore and Cartier Islands; Australian Antarctic Territory; Christmas Island; Cocos (Keeling) Islands; Coral Sea Islands; Heard Island and McDonald Islands; and Jervis Bay Territory, a naval base and sea port for the national capital in land that was formerly part of New South Wales.[152] The external territory of Norfolk Island previously exercised considerable autonomy under the Norfolk Island Act 1979 through its own legislative assembly and an Administrator to represent the Queen.[169] In 2015, the Commonwealth Parliament abolished self-government, integrating Norfolk Island into the Australian tax and welfare systems and replacing its legislative assembly with a council.[170] Macquarie Island is administered by Tasmania, and Lord Howe Island[image: External link] by New South Wales.
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 Foreign relations and military




Main articles: Foreign relations of Australia and Australian Defence Force


Over recent decades, Australia's foreign relations have been driven by a close association with the United States through the ANZUS pact, and by a desire to develop relationships with Asia and the Pacific, particularly through ASEAN[image: External link] and the Pacific Islands Forum[image: External link]. In 2005 Australia secured an inaugural seat at the East Asia Summit[image: External link] following its accession to the Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in Southeast Asia, and in 2011 attended the Sixth East Asia Summit in Indonesia. Australia is a member of the Commonwealth of Nations, in which the Commonwealth Heads of Government meetings provide the main forum for co-operation.[171]

Australia has pursued the cause of international trade liberalisation.[172] It led the formation of the Cairns Group and Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation.[173][174] Australia is a member of the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development[image: External link] and the World Trade Organization,[175][176] and has pursued several major bilateral free trade agreements, most recently the Australia–United States Free Trade Agreement[177] and Closer Economic Relations with New Zealand,[178] with another free trade agreement being negotiated with China—the Australia–China Free Trade Agreement—and Japan,[179] South Korea[image: External link] in 2011,[180][181] Australia–Chile Free Trade Agreement, and as of November 2015 has put the Trans-Pacific Partnership before parliament for ratification.[182]

Along with New Zealand, the United Kingdom, Malaysia and Singapore, Australia is party to the Five Power Defence Arrangements, a regional defence agreement. A founding member country of the United Nations, Australia is strongly committed to multilateralism[183] and maintains an international aid program under which some 60 countries receive assistance. The 2005–06 budget provides A$2.5 billion for development assistance.[184] Australia ranks fifteenth overall in the Center for Global Development's 2012 Commitment to Development Index.[185]

Australia's armed forces—the Australian Defence Force (ADF)—comprise the Royal Australian Navy[image: External link] (RAN), the Australian Army and the Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF), in total numbering 81,214 personnel (including 57,982 regulars and 23,232 reservists) as of November 2015. The titular role of Commander-in-Chief is vested in the Governor-General, who appoints a Chief of the Defence Force from one of the armed services on the advice of the government.[186] Day-to-day force operations are under the command of the Chief, while broader administration and the formulation of defence policy is undertaken by the Minister and Department of Defence.

In the 2015–16 budget, defence spending was A$31.9 billion or 1.92% of GDP,[187] representing the 13th largest defence budget.[188] Australia has been involved in UN and regional peacekeeping, disaster relief and armed conflict, including the 2003 invasion of Iraq; it currently has deployed about 2,241 personnel in varying capacities to 12 international operations in areas including Iraq and Afghanistan.[189]
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Main article: Economy of Australia


See also: Economic history of Australia, Median household income in Australia and New Zealand, and Transport in Australia


Australia is a wealthy country; it generates its income from various sources including mining-related exports, telecommunications, banking and manufacturing.[191][192][193] It has a market economy, a relatively high GDP per capita, and a relatively low rate of poverty. In terms of average wealth, Australia ranked second in the world after Switzerland in 2013, although the nation's poverty rate increased from 10.2% to 11.8%, from 2000/01 to 2013.[194][195] It was identified by the Credit Suisse Research Institute as the nation with the highest median wealth in the world and the second-highest average wealth per adult in 2013.[194]

The Australian dollar[image: External link] is the currency for the nation, including Christmas Island, Cocos (Keeling) Islands, and Norfolk Island, as well as the independent Pacific Island states of Kiribati, Nauru, and Tuvalu. With the 2006 merger of the Australian Stock Exchange and the Sydney Futures Exchange, the Australian Securities Exchange became the ninth largest in the world.[196]

Ranked fifth in the Index of Economic Freedom[image: External link] (2017),[197] Australia is the world's twelfth largest economy and has the sixth highest per capita GDP (nominal) at US$[image: External link]56,291.[198] The country was ranked second in the United Nations 2016 Human Development Index[image: External link].[199] All of Australia's major cities fare well in global comparative livability surveys;[200] Melbourne reached top spot for the fourth year in a row on The Economist's 2014 list of the world's most liveable cities, followed by Adelaide, Sydney, and Perth in the fifth, seventh, and ninth places respectively.[201] Total government debt in Australia is about $190 billion[202] – 20% of GDP in 2010.[203] Australia has among the highest house prices and some of the highest household debt levels in the world.[204]

An emphasis on exporting commodities rather than manufactured goods has underpinned a significant increase in Australia's terms of trade since the start of the 21st century, due to rising commodity prices. Australia has a balance of payments that is more than 7% of GDP negative, and has had persistently large current account deficits for more than 50 years.[206] Australia has grown at an average annual rate of 3.6% for over 15 years, in comparison to the OECD annual average of 2.5%.[206]

Australia was the only advanced economy not to experience a recession due to the global financial downturn in 2008–2009.[207] However, the economies of six of Australia's major trading partners have been in recession, which in turn has affected Australia, significantly hampering its economic growth in recent years.[208][209] From 2012 to early 2013, Australia's national economy grew, but some non-mining states and Australia's non-mining economy experienced a recession.[210][211][212]

The Hawke Government floated the Australian dollar in 1983 and partially deregulated the financial system.[213] The Howard Government followed with a partial deregulation of the labour market and the further privatisation of state-owned businesses, most notably in the telecommunications industry.[214] The indirect tax system was substantially changed in July 2000 with the introduction of a 10% Goods and Services Tax (GST).[215] In Australia's tax system, personal and company income tax are the main sources of government revenue.[216]

In May 2012, there were 11,537,900 people employed (either full- or part-time), with an unemployment rate of 5.1%.[217] Youth unemployment (15–24) stood at 11.2%.[217] Data released in mid-November 2013 showed that the number of welfare recipients had grown by 55%. In 2007 228,621 Newstart unemployment allowance recipients were registered, a total that increased to 646,414 in March 2013.[218] According to the Graduate Careers Survey, full-time employment for newly qualified professionals from various occupations has declined since 2011 but it increases for graduates three years after graduation.[219][220]

Since 2008, inflation has typically been 2–3% and the base interest rate 5–6%. The service sector of the economy, including tourism, education, and financial services, accounts for about 70% of GDP.[221] Rich in natural resources, Australia is a major exporter of agricultural products, particularly wheat and wool, minerals such as iron-ore and gold, and energy in the forms of liquified natural gas and coal. Although agriculture and natural resources account for only 3% and 5% of GDP respectively, they contribute substantially to export performance. Australia's largest export markets are Japan, China, the US, South Korea, and New Zealand.[222] Australia is the world's fourth largest exporter of wine, and the wine industry contributes $5.5 billion per year to the nation's economy.[223]
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 Demographics




Main articles: Demographics of Australia[image: External link] and List of cities in Australia by population


Until the Second World War, the vast majority of settlers and immigrants came from the British Isles, and a majority of Australians have some British or Irish ancestry. In the 2011 Australian census, the most commonly nominated ancestries were English[image: External link] (36.1%), Australian (35.4%),[224] Irish (10.4%), Scottish (8.9%), Italian (4.6%), German (4.5%), Chinese (4.3%), Indian (2.0%), Greek (1.9%), and Dutch (1.7%).[225]

Australia's population has quadrupled since the end of World War I,[226] much of this increase from immigration. Following World War II and through to 2000, almost 5.9 million of the total population settled in the country as new immigrants, meaning that nearly two out of every seven Australians were born in another country.[227] Most immigrants are skilled,[228] but the immigration quota includes categories for family members and refugees.[228] By 2050, Australia's population is currently projected to reach around 42 million.[229] Nevertheless, its population density, 2.8 inhabitants per square kilometre, remains among the lowest in the world.[101]

In 2011, 24.6% of Australians were born elsewhere and 43.1% of people had at least one overseas-born parent;[230] the five largest immigrant groups were those from the United Kingdom, New Zealand, China, India, and Vietnam.[3] Following the abolition of the White Australia policy in 1973, numerous government initiatives have been established to encourage and promote racial harmony based on a policy of multiculturalism.[231] In 2005–06, more than 131,000 people emigrated to Australia, mainly from Asia and Oceania.[232] The migration target for 2012–13 is 190,000,[233] compared to 67,900 in 1998–99.[234]

The Indigenous population—Aborigines and Torres Strait Islanders—was counted at 548,370 (2.5% of the total population) in 2011,[235] a significant increase from 115,953 in the 1976 census.[236] The increase is partly due to many people with Indigenous heritage previously having been overlooked by the census due to undercount and cases where their Indigenous status had not been recorded on the form. Indigenous Australians experience higher than average rates of imprisonment and unemployment, lower levels of education, and life expectancies for males and females that are, respectively, 11 and 17 years lower than those of non-indigenous Australians.[222][237][238] Some remote Indigenous communities have been described as having "failed state"-like conditions.[239]

In common with many other developed countries, Australia is experiencing a demographic shift towards an older population, with more retirees and fewer people of working age. In 2004, the average age of the civilian population was 38.8 years.[240] A large number of Australians (759,849 for the period 2002–03;[241] 1 million or 5% of the total population in 2005[242]) live outside their home country.




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Language




Main article: Languages of Australia


Although Australia has no official language, English has always been entrenched as the de facto national language.[2] Australian English is a major variety of the language with a distinctive accent and lexicon,[244] and differs slightly from other varieties of English in grammar and spelling.[245] General Australian serves as the standard dialect. According to the 2011 census, English is the only language spoken in the home for close to 81% of the population. The next most common languages spoken at home are Mandarin (1.7%), Italian (1.5%), Arabic (1.4%), Cantonese (1.3%), Greek (1.3%), and Vietnamese[image: External link] (1.2%);[3] a considerable proportion of first- and second-generation migrants are bilingual. A 2010–2011 study by the Australia Early Development Index found the most common language spoken by children after English was Arabic, followed by Vietnamese, Greek, Chinese, and Hindi.[246][247]

Over 250 Indigenous Australian languages are thought to have existed at the time of first European contact, of which less than 20 are still in daily use by all age groups.[248][249] About 110 others are spoken exclusively by older people.[249] At the time of the 2006 census, 52,000 Indigenous Australians, representing 12% of the Indigenous population, reported that they spoke an Indigenous language at home.[250] Australia has a sign language known as Auslan, which is the main language of about 5,500 deaf people.[251]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Religion




Main article: Religion in Australia





	Religion in Australia[3]



	Religion
	
	
	Percent
	



	Roman Catholic
	
  


	25.3%



	Anglican
	
  


	17.1%



	Other Christian
	
  


	18.7%



	Buddhism
	
  


	2.5%



	Islam
	
  


	2.2%



	Hinduism
	
  


	1.3%



	Judaism
	
  


	0.5%



	Other
	
  


	0.8%



	No religion
	
  


	22.3%



	Undefined or not stated
	
  


	9.4%






Australia has no state religion; Section 116 of the Australian Constitution prohibits the federal government from making any law to establish any religion, impose any religious observance, or prohibit the free exercise of any religion.[252] In the 2011 census, 61.1% of Australians were counted as Christian, including 25.3% as Roman Catholic and 17.1% as Anglican; 22.3% of the population reported having "no religion"; 7.2% identify with non-Christian religions, the largest of these being Buddhism (2.5%), followed by Islam (2.2%), Hinduism (1.3%) and Judaism (0.5%). The remaining 9.4% of the population did not provide an adequate answer.[3]

Before European settlement, the animist beliefs of Australia's indigenous people had been practised for many thousands of years. Mainland Aboriginal Australians' spirituality is known as the Dreamtime and it places a heavy emphasis on belonging to the land. The collection of stories that it contains shaped Aboriginal law and customs. Aboriginal art, story and dance continue to draw on these spiritual traditions. The spirituality and customs of Torres Strait Islanders, who inhabit the islands between Australia and New Guinea, reflected their Melanesian origins and dependence on the sea. The 1996 Australian census counted more than 7000 respondents as followers of a traditional Aboriginal religion.[253]

Since the arrival of the First Fleet of British ships in 1788, Christianity has grown to be the major religion practised in Australia. Christian churches have played an integral role in the development of education, health and welfare services in Australia. For much of Australian history the Church of England (now known as the Anglican Church of Australia) was the largest religious denomination. However, multicultural immigration has contributed to a decline in its relative position, and the Roman Catholic Church has benefitted from recent immigration to become the largest group. Similarly, Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism and Judaism have all grown in Australia over the past half-century.[254]

Australia has one of the lowest levels of religious adherence in the world.[255] In 2001, only 8.8% of Australians attended church on a weekly basis.[256]
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 Health




See also: Health care in Australia[image: External link]


Australia has the third and seventh highest life expectancy of males and females respectively in the world.[257] Life expectancy in Australia in 2010 was 79.5 years for males and 84.0 years for females.[258] Australia has the highest rates of skin cancer in the world,[259] while cigarette smoking is the largest preventable cause of death and disease, responsible for 7.8% of the total mortality and disease. Ranked second in preventable causes is hypertension at 7.6%, with obesity third at 7.5%.[260][261] Australia ranks 35th in the world[262] and near the top of developed nations[image: External link] for its proportion of obese adults [263] and nearly two thirds (63%) of its adult population is either overweight or obese.[264]

Total expenditure on health (including private sector spending) is around 9.8% of GDP.[265] Australia introduced universal health care in 1975.[266] Known as Medicare, it is now nominally funded by an income tax surcharge known as the Medicare levy, currently set at 1.5%.[267] The states manage hospitals and attached outpatient services, while the Commonwealth funds the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme (subsidising the costs of medicines) and general practice.[266]
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 Education




Main article: Education in Australia


School attendance, or registration for home schooling,[269] is compulsory throughout Australia. Education is the responsibility of the individual states and territories[270] so the rules vary between states, but in general children are required to attend school from the age of about 5 until about 16.[271][272] In some states (e.g., Western Australia,[273] the Northern Territory[274] and New South Wales[275][276]), children aged 16–17 are required to either attend school or participate in vocational training, such as an apprenticeship.

Australia has an adult literacy rate that was estimated to be 99% in 2003.[277] However, a 2011–12 report for the Australian Bureau of Statistics reported that Tasmania has a literacy and numeracy rate of only 50%.[278] In the Programme for International Student Assessment, Australia regularly scores among the top five of thirty major developed countries (member countries of the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development[image: External link]). Catholic education accounts for the largest non-government sector.

Australia has 37 government-funded universities and two private universities, as well as a number of other specialist institutions that provide approved courses at the higher education level.[279] The OECD places Australia among the most expensive nations to attend university.[280] There is a state-based system of vocational training, known as TAFE, and many trades conduct apprenticeships for training new tradespeople.[281] About 58% of Australians aged from 25 to 64 have vocational or tertiary qualifications,[222] and the tertiary graduation rate of 49% is the highest among OECD countries. The ratio of international to local students in tertiary education in Australia is the highest in the OECD countries.[282] In addition, 38 percent of Australia's population has a university or college degree[image: External link], which is among the highest percentages in the world.[283][284]
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 Culture




Main article: Culture of Australia


Since 1788, the primary influence behind Australian culture has been Anglo-Celtic Western culture, with some Indigenous influences.[286][287] The divergence and evolution that has occurred in the ensuing centuries has resulted in a distinctive Australian culture.[288][289] Since the mid-20th century, American popular culture has strongly influenced Australia, particularly through television and cinema.[290] Other cultural influences come from neighbouring Asian countries, and through large-scale immigration from non-English-speaking nations.[290][291]
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 Arts




Main articles: Australian art, Australian literature, Theatre of Australia, and Dance in Australia


Indigenous Australian rock art is the oldest and richest in the world, dating as far back as 60,000 years and spread across hundreds of thousands of sites.[292] Traditional designs, patterns and stories infuse contemporary Indigenous Australian art, "the last great art movement of the 20th century";[293] its exponents include Emily Kame Kngwarreye.[294] During the first century of European settlement, colonial artists, trained in Europe, showed a fascination with the unfamiliar land.[295] The impressionistic works of Arthur Streeton, Tom Roberts and others associated with the 19th-century Heidelberg School—the first "distinctively Australian" movement in Western art—gave expression to a burgeoning Australian nationalism in the lead-up to Federation.[295] While the school remained influential into the new century, modernists such as Margaret Preston, and, later, Sidney Nolan and Arthur Boyd, explored new artistic trends.[295] The landscape remained a central subject matter for Fred Williams, Brett Whiteley and other post-World War II artists whose works, eclectic in style yet uniquely Australian, moved between the figurative and the abstract.[295][296] The National Gallery of Australia and state galleries maintain collections of Australian and international art.[297] Australia has one of the world's highest attendances of art galleries and museums per head of population.[298]

Australian literature grew slowly in the decades following European settlement though Indigenous oral traditions, many of which have since been recorded in writing, are much older.[300] 19th-century writers such as Henry Lawson and Banjo Paterson captured the experience of the bush using a distinctive Australian vocabulary. Their works are still popular; Paterson's bush poem "Waltzing Matilda" (1895) is regarded as Australia's unofficial national anthem.[301] Miles Franklin is the namesake of Australia's most prestigious literary prize, awarded annually to the best novel about Australian life.[302] Its first recipient, Patrick White, went on to win the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1973.[303] Australian winners of the Booker Prize include Peter Carey, Thomas Keneally and Richard Flanagan.[304] Author David Malouf, playwright David Williamson and poet Les Murray are also renowned literary figures.[305][306]

Many of Australia's performing arts companies receive funding through the federal government's Australia Council.[307] There is a symphony orchestra in each state,[308] and a national opera company, Opera Australia,[309] well known for its famous soprano Joan Sutherland.[310] At the beginning of the 20th century, Nellie Melba was one of the world's leading opera singers.[311] Ballet and dance are represented by The Australian Ballet and various state companies. Each state has a publicly funded theatre company.[312]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Media




Main articles: Cinema of Australia, Television in Australia, Media of Australia, and Music of Australia


The Story of the Kelly Gang (1906), the world's first feature length film, spurred a boom in Australian cinema during the silent film era.[313] After World War I, Hollywood monopolised the industry,[314] and by the 1960s Australian film production had effectively ceased.[315] With the benefit of government support, the Australian New Wave of the 1970s brought provocative and successful films, many exploring themes of national identity, such as Wake in Fright and Gallipoli,[316] while "Crocodile" Dundee and the Ozploitation movement's Mad Max series became international blockbusters.[317] In a film market flooded with foreign content, Australian films delivered a 7.7% share of the local box office in 2015.[318] The AACTAs are Australia's premier film and television awards, and notable Academy Award winners from Australia include Geoffrey Rush, Nicole Kidman, Cate Blanchett and Heath Ledger.[319]

Australia has two public broadcasters (the Australian Broadcasting Corporation and the multicultural Special Broadcasting Service), three commercial television networks, several pay-TV services,[320] and numerous public, non-profit television and radio stations. Each major city has at least one daily newspaper,[320] and there are two national daily newspapers, The Australian and The Australian Financial Review.[320] In 2010, Reporters Without Borders placed Australia 18th on a list of 178 countries ranked by press freedom, behind New Zealand (8th) but ahead of the United Kingdom (19th) and United States (20th).[321] This relatively low ranking is primarily because of the limited diversity of commercial media ownership in Australia;[322] most print media are under the control of News Corporation and Fairfax Media.[323]
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 Cuisine




Main article: Australian cuisine


Most Indigenous Australian tribal groups subsisted on a simple hunter-gatherer diet[image: External link] of native fauna and flora, otherwise called bush tucker.[324][325] The first settlers introduced British food to the continent, much of which is now considered typical Australian food, such as the Sunday roast.[326][327] Multicultural immigration transformed Australian cuisine; post-World War II European migrants, particularly from the Mediterranean, helped to build a thriving Australian coffee culture, and the influence of Asian cultures has led to Australian variants of their staple foods, such as the Chinese-inspired dim sim and Chiko Roll.[328] Vegemite, pavlova, lamingtons and meat pies are regarded as iconic Australian foods.[329] Australian wine is produced mainly in the southern, cooler parts of the country.

Australia is also known for its cafe and coffee culture in urban centres, which has influenced coffee culture abroad, including New York City[image: External link].[330] Australia and New Zealand were responsible for the flat white coffee.
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 Sport and recreation




Main article: Sport in Australia


About 24% of Australians over the age of 15 regularly participate in organised sporting activities.[222]

Australia is unique in that it has professional leagues for four football codes. Australian rules football, the world's oldest major football code and Australia's most popular sport in terms of revenue and spectatorship, originated in Melbourne in the late 1850s, and predominates in all states except New South Wales and Queensland, where rugby league holds sway, followed by rugby union. Soccer, while ranked fourth in popularity and resources, has the highest overall participation rates.[332]

Australia is a powerhouse in water-based sports, such as swimming and surfing.[333] The surf lifesaving movement originated in Australia, and the volunteer lifesaver is one of the country's icons.[334] Nationally, other popular sports include horse racing, basketball, and motor racing. The annual Melbourne Cup horse race and the Sydney to Hobart yacht race attract intense interest.[335] In 2016, the Australian Sports Commission revealed that swimming, cycling and soccer are the three most popular participation sports.[336][337]

Australia is one of five nations to have participated in every Summer Olympics[image: External link] of the modern era,[338] and has hosted the Games twice: 1956[image: External link] in Melbourne and 2000 in Sydney.[339] Australia has also participated in every Commonwealth Games[image: External link],[340] hosting the event in 1938[image: External link], 1962[image: External link], 1982[image: External link], 2006[image: External link] and will host the 2018 Commonwealth Games[image: External link].[341] Australia made its inaugural appearance at the Pacific Games[image: External link] in 2015[image: External link]. As well as being a regular FIFA World Cup[image: External link] participant, Australia has won the OFC Nations Cup[image: External link] four times and the AFC Asian Cup[image: External link] once – the only country to have won championships in two different FIFA confederations.[342] The country regularly competes among the world elite basketball teams as it is among the global top three teams in terms of qualifications to the Basketball Tournament at the Summer Olympics[image: External link]. Other major international events held in Australia include the Australian Open[image: External link] tennis grand slam[image: External link] tournament, international cricket matches, and the Australian Formula One Grand Prix[image: External link]. The highest-rating television programs include sports telecasts such as the Summer Olympics, FIFA World Cup, The Ashes[image: External link], Rugby League State of Origin, and the grand finals of the National Rugby League[image: External link] and Australian Football League[image: External link].[343] Skiing in Australia began in the 1860s and snow sports take place in the Australian Alps and parts of Tasmania.
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 Notes






	
^ Australia's royal anthem is "God Save the Queen", played in the presence of a member of the Royal family[image: External link] when they are in Australia. In other contexts, the national anthem of Australia, "Advance Australia Fair", is played.[1]


	
^ a b English does not have de jure status.[2]


	
^ a b There are minor variations from three basic time zones; see Time in Australia.


	
^ Australia describes the body of water south of its mainland as the Southern Ocean, rather than the Indian Ocean as defined by the International Hydrographic Organization (IHO). In 2000, a vote of IHO member nations defined the term "Southern Ocean" as applying only to the waters between Antarctica and 60 degrees south latitude.[85]


	
^ Based on the Köppen climate classification.
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Australia (continent)






Not to be confused with Oceania or Australasia[image: External link].

"Australia Plate" redirects here. For the continental plates, see Australian Plate[image: External link] and Indo-Australian Plate.

Australia, sometimes known in technical contexts by the names Sahul, Australinea or Meganesia, to distinguish it from the Australian mainland[image: External link], is a continent[image: External link] comprising mainland Australia, Tasmania, New Guinea[image: External link], Seram[image: External link], possibly Timor[image: External link], and neighbouring islands.

It is the smallest of the seven traditional continents in the English[image: External link] conception. The continent lies on a continental shelf[image: External link] overlain by shallow seas which divide it into several landmasses—the Arafura Sea and Torres Strait[image: External link] between mainland Australia and New Guinea, and Bass Strait[image: External link] between mainland Australia and Tasmania. When sea levels[image: External link] were lower during the Pleistocene ice age[image: External link], including the Last Glacial Maximum[image: External link] about 18,000 BC, they were connected by dry land. During the past 10,000 years, rising sea levels overflowed the lowlands and separated the continent into today's low-lying arid to semi-arid mainland and the two mountainous islands of New Guinea and Tasmania. Geologically, a continent extends to the edge of its continental shelf, so the now-separate islands are considered part of the continent.[1] Due to the spread of animals, fungi and plants across the single Pleistocene landmass the separate lands have a related biota.

New Zealand is not part of the continent of Australia, but of the separate, submerged continent of Zealandia[image: External link].[2] New Zealand and Australia are both part of the wider regions known as Australasia[image: External link] and Oceania. The term Oceania is often used to denote the region encompassing the Australian continent and various islands in the Pacific Ocean that are not included in the seven-continent model.
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 Geography and name




Main article: Geography of Australia


With a total land area of 8.56 million square kilometres (3,310,000 sq mi), the Australian continent is the smallest and lowest human inhabited continent on Earth[image: External link].[3] The continental shelf[image: External link] connecting the islands, half of which is less than 50 metres (160 ft) deep, covers some 2.5 million square kilometres (970,000 sq mi), including the Sahul Shelf[image: External link][4][5] and Bass Strait[image: External link]. As the country of Australia is mostly on a single landmass, and comprises most of the continent, it is sometimes informally referred to as an island continent, surrounded by oceans.[6]

Archaeological terminology for this region has changed repeatedly. Prior to the 1970s, the single Pleistocene landmass was called Australasia,[7] derived from the Latin australis, meaning "southern", although this word is most often used for a wider region that includes lands like New Zealand that are not on the same continental shelf. In the early 1970s, the term Greater Australia was introduced for the Pleistocene continent.[7] Then at a 1975 conference and consequent publication,[8] the name Sahul was extended from its previous use for just the Sahul Shelf[image: External link] to cover the continent.[7]

In 1984 W. Filewood suggested the name Meganesia, meaning "great island" or "great island-group", for both the Pleistocene continent and the present-day lands,[9] and this name has been widely accepted by biologists.[10] Others have used Meganesia with different meanings: travel writer Paul Theroux[image: External link] included New Zealand in his definition[11] and others have used it for Australia, New Zealand and Hawaii[image: External link].[12] Another biologist, Richard Dawkins[image: External link], coined the name Australinea in 2004.[13] Australia-New Guinea has also been used.[14]
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Main article: Geology of Australia


The continent primarily sits on the Indo-Australian Plate. Because of its central location on its tectonic plate Australia doesn't have any active volcanic regions, the only continent with this distinction.[15] The lands were joined with Antarctica as part of the southern supercontinent Gondwana[image: External link] until the plate began to drift north about 96 million years ago. For most of the time since then, Australia–New Guinea remained a continuous landmass. When the last glacial period[image: External link] ended in about 10,000 BC, rising sea levels formed Bass Strait[image: External link], separating Tasmania from the mainland. Then between about 8,000 and 6,500 BC, the lowlands in the north were flooded by the sea, separating New Guinea, the Aru Islands[image: External link], and the Australian mainland.

A northern arc consisting of the New Guinea Highlands[image: External link], the Raja Ampat Islands[image: External link], and Halmahera[image: External link] was uplifted by the northward migration of Australia and subduction of the Pacific Plate. The Outer Banda Arc[image: External link] was accreted along the northwestern edge the continent; it includes the islands of Timor[image: External link], Tanimbar[image: External link], and Seram[image: External link].[16]
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 Biogeography




See also: Fauna of Australia, Flora of Australia, and Fungi of Australia


As the continent drifted north from Antarctica, a unique fauna[image: External link], flora[image: External link] and mycobiota[image: External link] developed. Marsupials and monotremes also existed on other continents, but only in Australia–New Guinea did they out-compete the placental[image: External link] mammals[image: External link] and come to dominate. Bird[image: External link] life also flourished — in particular, the songbirds[image: External link] (order Passeriformes[image: External link], suborder Passeri) are thought to have evolved 50 million years ago in the part of Gondwana[image: External link] that later became Australia, New Zealand, New Guinea[image: External link], and Antarctica, before radiating into a great number of different forms and then spreading around the globe.[17] Among the fungi, the remarkable association between Cyttaria[image: External link] gunnii (one of the "golf-ball" fungi) and its associated trees in the genus Nothofagus[image: External link] is evidence of that drift: the only other places where this association is known are New Zealand and southern Argentina and Chile.[18]

Animal groups such as macropods[image: External link], monotremes[image: External link], and cassowaries[image: External link] are endemic to Australia. There were three main reasons for the enormous diversity that developed in animal, fungal and plant life.


	While much of the rest of the world underwent significant cooling and thus loss of species diversity, Australia–New Guinea was drifting north at such a pace that the overall global cooling effect was roughly equalled by its gradual movement toward the equator[image: External link]. Temperatures[image: External link] in Australia–New Guinea, in other words, remained reasonably constant for a very long time, and a vast number of different animal, fungal and plant species were able to evolve to fit particular ecological niches[image: External link].

	Because the continent was more isolated than any other, very few outside species arrived to colonise, and unique native forms developed unimpeded.

	Finally, despite the fact that the continent was already very old and thus relatively infertile, there are dispersed areas of high fertility. Where other continents had volcanic[image: External link] activity and/or massive glaciation[image: External link] events to turn over fresh, unleached rocks[image: External link] rich in minerals[image: External link], the rocks and soils[image: External link] of Australia–New Guinea were left largely untouched except by gradual erosion[image: External link] and deep weathering[image: External link]. In general, fertile soils produce a profusion of life, and a relatively large number of species/level of biodiversity. This is because where nutrients[image: External link] are plentiful, competition is largely a matter of outcompeting rival species, leaving great scope for innovative co-evolution[image: External link] as is witnessed in tropical, fertile ecosystems. In contrast, infertile soils tend to induce competition on an abiotic basis meaning individuals all face constant environmental pressures, leaving less scope for divergent evolution, a process instrumental in creating new species.



For about 40 million years Australia–New Guinea was almost completely isolated. During this time, the continent experienced numerous changes in climate, but the overall trend was towards greater aridity. When South America[image: External link] eventually separated from Antarctica, the development of the cold Antarctic Circumpolar Current[image: External link] changed weather patterns across the world. For Australia–New Guinea, it brought a marked intensification of the drying trend. The great inland seas and lakes dried out. Much of the long-established broad-leaf deciduous[image: External link] forest began to give way to the distinctive hard-leaved sclerophyllous[image: External link] plants that characterise the modern Australian landscape.

For many species, the primary refuge was the relatively cool and well-watered Great Dividing Range. Even today, pockets of remnant vegetation remain in the cool uplands, some species not much changed from the Gondwanan forms of 60 or 90 million years ago.

Eventually, the Australia–New Guinea tectonic plate collided with the Eurasian plate[image: External link] to the north. The collision caused the northern part of the continent to buckle upwards, forming the high and rugged mountains of New Guinea and, by reverse (downwards) buckling, the Torres Strait[image: External link] that now separates the two main landmasses. The collision also pushed up the islands of Wallacea[image: External link], which served as island 'stepping-stones' that allowed plants from Southeast Asia[image: External link]'s rainforests to colonise New Guinea, and some plants from Australia–New Guinea to move into Southeast Asia. The ocean straits between the islands were narrow enough to allow plant dispersal, but served as an effective barrier to exchange of land mammals between Australia–New Guinea and Asia.

Although New Guinea is the most northerly part of the continent, and could be expected to be the most tropical in climate, the altitude of the New Guinea highlands is such that a great many animals and plants that were once common across Australia–New Guinea now survive only in the tropical highlands where they are severely threatened by overpopulation[image: External link] pressures.
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 Human habitation




Humans first populated eastern Wallacea[image: External link] (including Timor[image: External link], which at the time was separated from mainland Sahul), the rest of Sahul, and the Bismarck Archipelago[image: External link] from Sunda[image: External link] around 45,000 years ago, by a founding population estimated to have been at least several hundred, and having had relatively sophisticated water craft.[19] There was little subsequent population mixing between Wallacea and Sahul for about 30,000 years, and indeed relatively little mixing between the north and south and the east and west of Sahul after the initial dispersal of the population.
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Geographic coordinate System






A geographic coordinate system is a coordinate system[image: External link] used in geography[image: External link] that enables every location on Earth to be specified by a set of numbers, letters or symbols.[n 1] The coordinates are often chosen such that one of the numbers represents a vertical position[image: External link], and two or three[image: External link] of the numbers represent a horizontal position[image: External link]. A common choice of coordinates is latitude[image: External link], longitude[image: External link] and elevation[image: External link].[1]

To specify a location on a two-dimensional map requires a map projection[image: External link].[2]
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Main articles: History of geodesy[image: External link], history of longitude[image: External link], and history of prime meridians[image: External link]


The invention[image: External link] of a geographic coordinate system is generally credited to Eratosthenes[image: External link] of Cyrene[image: External link], who composed his now-lost Geography[image: External link] at the Library of Alexandria[image: External link] in the 3rd century BC.[3] A century later, Hipparchus[image: External link] of Nicaea[image: External link] improved on this system by determining latitude from stellar measurements rather than solar altitude and determining longitude by using simultaneous timings of lunar eclipses[image: External link], rather than dead reckoning[image: External link]. In the 1st or 2nd century, Marinus[image: External link] of Tyre[image: External link] compiled an extensive gazetteer and mathematically-plotted world map[image: External link] using coordinates measured east from a prime meridian[image: External link] at the westernmost known land, designated the Fortunate Isles[image: External link], off the coast of western Africa around the Canary or Cape Verde Islands, and measured north or south of the island of Rhodes[image: External link] off Asia Minor[image: External link]. Ptolemy[image: External link] credited him with the full adoption of longitude and latitude, rather than measuring latitude in terms of the length of the midsummer[image: External link] day.[4] Ptolemy's 2nd-century Geography[image: External link] used the same prime meridian but measured latitude from the equator[image: External link] instead. After their work was translated into Arabic in the 9th century, Al-Khwārizmī[image: External link]'s Book of the Description of the Earth[image: External link] corrected Marinus' and Ptolemy's errors regarding the length of the Mediterranean Sea[image: External link],[n 2] causing medieval Arabic cartography[image: External link] to use a prime meridian around 10° east of Ptolemy's line. Mathematical cartography resumed in Europe following Maximus Planudes[image: External link]' recovery of Ptolemy's text a little before 1300; the text was translated into Latin at Florence[image: External link] by Jacobus Angelus[image: External link] around 1407.

In 1884, the United States hosted the International Meridian Conference[image: External link], attended by representatives from twenty-five nations. Twenty-two of them agreed to adopt the longitude of the Royal Observatory[image: External link] in Greenwich, England[image: External link] as the zero-reference line. The Dominican Republic[image: External link] voted against the motion, while France and Brazil abstained.[5] France adopted Greenwich Mean Time[image: External link] in place of local determinations by the Paris Observatory[image: External link] in 1911.
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 Geographic latitude and longitude




Main articles: Latitude[image: External link] and Longitude[image: External link]


The "latitude" (abbreviation: Lat., φ[image: External link], or phi) of a point on Earth's surface is the angle between the equatorial plane and the straight line that passes through that point and through (or close to) the center of the Earth.[n 3] Lines joining points of the same latitude trace circles on the surface of Earth called parallels[image: External link], as they are parallel to the equator and to each other. The north pole[image: External link] is 90° N; the south pole[image: External link] is 90° S. The 0° parallel of latitude is designated the equator[image: External link], the fundamental plane[image: External link] of all geographic coordinate systems. The equator divides the globe into Northern[image: External link] and Southern Hemispheres[image: External link].

The "longitude" (abbreviation: Long., λ[image: External link], or lambda) of a point on Earth's surface is the angle east or west of a reference meridian[image: External link] to another meridian that passes through that point. All meridians are halves of great ellipses[image: External link] (often called great circles[image: External link]), which converge at the north and south poles. The meridian of the British[image: External link] Royal Observatory[image: External link] in Greenwich[image: External link], in south-east London, England, is the international prime meridian[image: External link], although some organizations—such as the French Institut Géographique National[image: External link]—continue to use other meridians for internal purposes. The prime meridian determines the proper Eastern[image: External link] and Western Hemispheres[image: External link], although maps often divide these hemispheres further west in order to keep the Old World[image: External link] on a single side. The antipodal[image: External link] meridian of Greenwich is both 180°W and 180°E. This is not to be conflated with the International Date Line[image: External link], which diverges from it in several places for political reasons, including between far eastern Russia and the far western Aleutian Islands[image: External link].

The combination of these two components specifies the position of any location on the surface of Earth, without consideration of altitude[image: External link] or depth. The grid formed by lines of latitude and longitude is known as a "graticule". [6] The origin/zero point of this system is located in the Gulf of Guinea[image: External link] about 625 km (390 mi) south of Tema[image: External link], Ghana[image: External link].
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 Measuring height using datums




Main articles: Geodetic datum[image: External link], Figure of the Earth[image: External link], and Reference ellipsoid[image: External link]
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 Complexity of the problem




To completely specify a location of a topographical feature on, in, or above Earth, one also has to specify the vertical distance from Earth's center or surface.

Earth is not a sphere, but an irregular shape approximating a biaxial ellipsoid[image: External link]. It is nearly spherical, but has an equatorial bulge making the radius at the equator about 0.3% larger than the radius measured through the poles. The shorter axis approximately coincides with the axis of rotation. Though early navigators thought of the sea as a flat surface that could be used as a vertical datum, this is not actually the case. Earth has a series of layers of equal potential energy[image: External link] within its gravitational field[image: External link]. Height is a measurement at right angles to this surface, roughly toward Earth's centre, but local variations make the equipotential layers irregular (though roughly ellipsoidal). The choice of which layer to use for defining height is arbitrary.
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 Common baselines




Common height baselines include [2]


	The surface of the datum ellipsoid, resulting in an ellipsoidal height


	The mean sea level as described by the gravity geoid[image: External link], yielding the orthometric height[image: External link][1][7]


	A vertical datum[image: External link], yielding a dynamic height[image: External link] relative to a known reference height.



Along with the latitude and longitude , the height provides the three-dimensional geodetic coordinates or geographic coordinates for a location.[8]
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 Datums




In order to be unambiguous about the direction of "vertical" and the "surface" above which they are measuring, map-makers choose a reference ellipsoid[image: External link] with a given origin and orientation that best fits their need for the area they are mapping. They then choose the most appropriate mapping of the spherical coordinate system onto that ellipsoid, called a terrestrial reference system or geodetic datum[image: External link].

Datums may be global, meaning that they represent the whole earth, or they may be local, meaning that they represent an ellipsoid best-fit to only a portion of the earth. Points on the earth's surface move relative to each other due to continental plate motion, subsidence, and diurnal movement caused by the moon[image: External link] and the tides[image: External link]. This daily movement can be as much as a metre. Continental movement can be up to 10 cm a year, or 10 m in a century. A weather system[image: External link] high-pressure area can cause a sinking of 5 mm. Scandinavia[image: External link] is rising by 1 cm a year as a result of the melting of the ice sheets of the last ice age[image: External link], but neighbouring Scotland[image: External link] is rising by only 0.2 cm. These changes are insignificant if a local datum is used, but are statistically significant if a global datum is used.[1]

Examples of global datums include World Geodetic System[image: External link] (WGS 84), the default datum used for the Global Positioning System[image: External link], [n 4] and the International Terrestrial Reference Frame[image: External link] (ITRF), used for estimating continental drift[image: External link] and crustal deformation[image: External link].[9] The distance to Earth's centre can be used both for very deep positions and for positions in space.[1]

Local datums chosen by a national cartographical organisation include the North American Datum[image: External link], the European ED50[image: External link], and the British OSGB36[image: External link]. Given a location, the datum provides the latitude and longitude . In the United Kingdom there are three common latitude, longitude, and height systems in use. WGS 84 differs at Greenwich from the one used on published maps OSGB36[image: External link] by approximately 112m. The military system ED50[image: External link], used by NATO[image: External link], differs from about 120m to 180m.[1]

The latitude and longitude on a map made against a local datum may not be the same as one obtained from a GPS receiver. Coordinates from the mapping system[image: External link] can sometimes be roughly changed into another datum using a simple translation[image: External link]. For example, to convert from ETRF89 (GPS) to the Irish Grid[image: External link] add 49 metres to the east, and subtract 23.4 metres from the north.[10] More generally one datum is changed into any other datum using a process called Helmert transformations[image: External link]. This involves converting the spherical coordinates into Cartesian coordinates and applying a seven parameter transformation (translation, three-dimensional rotation[image: External link]), and converting back.[1]

In popular GIS software, data projected in latitude/longitude is often represented as a 'Geographic Coordinate System'. For example, data in latitude/longitude if the datum is the North American Datum of 1983[image: External link] is denoted by 'GCS North American 1983'.

Further information: Geographic coordinate conversion[image: External link]
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 Map projection




Main article: Map projection[image: External link]


To establish the position of a geographic location on a map[image: External link], a map projection is used to convert geodetic coordinates to two-dimensional coordinates on a map; it projects the datum ellipsoidal coordinates and height onto a flat surface of a map. The datum, along with a map projection applied to a grid of reference locations, establishes a grid system for plotting locations. Common map projections in current use include the Universal Transverse Mercator[image: External link] (UTM), the Military Grid Reference System[image: External link] (MGRS), the United States National Grid[image: External link] (USNG), the Global Area Reference System[image: External link] (GARS) and the World Geographic Reference System[image: External link] (GEOREF).[11] Coordinates on a map are usually in terms northing[image: External link] N and easting[image: External link] E offsets relative to a specified origin.

Map projection formulas depend in the geometry of the projection as well as parameters dependent on the particular location at which the map is projected. The set of parameters can vary based on type of project and the conventions chosen for the projection. For the transverse Mercator projection[image: External link] used in UTM, the parameters associated are the latitude and longitude of the natural origin, the false northing and false easting, and an overall scale factor.[12] Given the parameters associated with particular location or grin, the projection formulas for the transverse Mercator are a complex mix of algebraic and trigonometric functions.[12]:45-54
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 UTM and UPS systems




Main articles: Universal Transverse Mercator[image: External link] and Universal Polar Stereographic[image: External link]


The Universal Transverse Mercator[image: External link] (UTM) and Universal Polar Stereographic[image: External link] (UPS) coordinate systems both use a metric-based cartesian grid laid out on a conformally projected[image: External link] surface to locate positions on the surface of the Earth. The UTM system is not a single map projection[image: External link] but a series of sixty, each covering 6-degree bands of longitude. The UPS system is used for the polar regions, which are not covered by the UTM system.
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 Stereographic coordinate system




Further information: Stereographic projection[image: External link]


During medieval times, the stereographic coordinate system was used for navigation purposes.[citation needed[image: External link]] The stereographic coordinate system was superseded by the latitude-longitude system. Although no longer used in navigation, the stereographic coordinate system is still used in modern times to describe crystallographic orientations in the fields of crystallography[image: External link], mineralogy[image: External link] and materials science.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Cartesian coordinates




Main article: axes conventions[image: External link]


Every point that is expressed in ellipsoidal coordinates can be expressed as an rectilinear x y z ( Cartesian[image: External link]) coordinate. Cartesian coordinates simplify many mathematical calculations. The Cartesian systems of different datums are not equivalent.[2]
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 Earth-centered, earth-fixed




Main article: ECEF[image: External link]


The earth-centered earth-fixed[image: External link] (also known as the ECEF, ECF, or conventional terrestrial coordinate system) rotates with the Earth and has its origin at the center of the Earth.

The conventional right-handed coordinate system puts:


	The origin at the center of mass of the earth, a point close to the Earth's center of figure[image: External link]


	The Z axis on the line between the north and south poles, with positive values increasing northward (but does not exactly coincide with the Earth's rotational axis)[13]


	The X and Y axes in the plane of the equator

	The X axis passing through extending from 180 degrees longitude at the equator (negative) to 0 degrees longitude (prime meridian[image: External link]) at the equator (positive)

	The Y axis passing through extending from 90 degrees west longitude at the equator (negative) to 90 degrees east longitude at the equator (positive)



An example is the NGS data[image: External link] for a brass disk near Donner Summit, in California. Given the dimensions of the ellipsoid, the conversion from lat/lon/height-above-ellipsoid coordinates to X-Y-Z is straightforward—calculate the X-Y-Z for the given lat-lon on the surface of the ellipsoid and add the X-Y-Z vector that is perpendicular to the ellipsoid there and has length equal to the point's height above the ellipsoid. The reverse conversion is harder: given X-Y-Z we can immediately get longitude, but no closed formula for latitude and height exists. See "Geodetic system[image: External link]." Using Bowring's formula in 1976 Survey Review the first iteration gives latitude correct within 10-11 degree as long as the point is within 10000 meters above or 5000 meters below the ellipsoid.
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 Local east, north, up (ENU) coordinates




In many targeting and tracking applications the local East, North, Up[image: External link] (ENU) Cartesian coordinate system is far more intuitive and practical than ECEF or Geodetic coordinates. The local ENU coordinates are formed from a plane tangent to the Earth's surface fixed to a specific location and hence it is sometimes known as a "Local Tangent" or "local geodetic" plane. By convention the east axis is labeled , the north and the up .
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 Local north, east, down (NED) coordinates




Also known as local tangent plane (LTP). In an airplane, most objects of interest are below the aircraft, so it is sensible to define down as a positive number. The North, East, Down[image: External link] (NED) coordinates allow this as an alternative to the ENU local tangent plane. By convention, the north axis is labeled , the east and the down . To avoid confusion between and , etc. in this web page we will restrict the local coordinate frame to ENU.
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 Expressing latitude and longitude as linear units




Main articles: Length of a degree of latitude[image: External link] and Length of a degree of longitude[image: External link]


On the GRS80 or WGS84[image: External link] spheroid at sea level[image: External link] at the equator, one latitudinal second measures 30.715 metres[image: External link], one latitudinal minute is 1843 metres and one latitudinal degree is 110.6 kilometres. The circles of longitude, meridians, meet at the geographical poles, with the west-east width of a second naturally decreasing as latitude increases. On the equator[image: External link] at sea level, one longitudinal second measures 30.92 metres, a longitudinal minute is 1855 metres and a longitudinal degree is 111.3 kilometres. At 30° a longitudinal second is 26.76 metres, at Greenwich (51°28′38″N) 19.22 metres, and at 60° it is 15.42 metres.

On the WGS84 spheroid, the length in meters of a degree of latitude at latitude φ (that is, the distance along a north-south line from latitude (φ − 0.5) degrees to (φ + 0.5) degrees) is about


	[14]



Similarly, the length in meters of a degree of longitude can be calculated as


	[14]



(Those coefficients can be improved, but as they stand the distance they give is correct within a centimeter.)

An alternative method to estimate the length of a longitudinal degree at latitude is to assume a spherical Earth (to get the width per minute and second, divide by 60 and 3600, respectively):


	



where Earth's average meridional radius[image: External link] is 6,367,449 m. Since the Earth is not spherical that result can be off by several tenths of a percent; a better approximation of a longitudinal degree at latitude is


	



where Earth's equatorial radius equals 6,378,137 m and ; for the GRS80 and WGS84 spheroids, b/a calculates to be 0.99664719. ( is known as the reduced (or parametric) latitude[image: External link]). Aside from rounding, this is the exact distance along a parallel of latitude; getting the distance along the shortest route will be more work, but those two distances are always within 0.6 meter of each other if the two points are one degree of longitude apart.



	Longitudinal length equivalents at selected latitudes



	Latitude
	City
	Degree
	Minute
	Second
	±0.0001°



	60°
	Saint Petersburg[image: External link]
	55.80 km
	0.930 km
	15.50 m
	5.58 m



	51° 28′ 38″ N
	Greenwich[image: External link]
	69.47 km
	1.158 km
	19.30 m
	6.95 m



	45°
	Bordeaux[image: External link]
	78.85 km
	1.31 km
	21.90 m
	7.89 m



	30°
	New Orleans[image: External link]
	96.49 km
	1.61 km
	26.80 m
	9.65 m



	0°
	Quito[image: External link]
	111.3 km
	1.855 km
	30.92 m
	11.13 m
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 Geostationary coordinates




Geostationary[image: External link] satellites (e.g., television satellites) are over the equator[image: External link] at a specific point on Earth, so their position related to Earth is expressed in longitude[image: External link] degrees only. Their latitude[image: External link] is always zero (or approximately so), that is, over the equator.
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 On other celestial bodies




Similar coordinate systems are defined for other celestial bodies such as:


	A similarly well-defined system based on the reference ellipsoid[image: External link] for Mars[image: External link].

	
Selenographic coordinates[image: External link] for the Moon[image: External link]
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 See also





	Decimal degrees[image: External link]

	Geodetic datum[image: External link]

	Geographic coordinate conversion[image: External link]

	Geographic information system[image: External link]

	Geographical distance[image: External link]

	Linear referencing[image: External link]

	Map projection[image: External link]

	Spatial reference systems[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ In specialized works, "geographic coordinates" are distinguished from other similar coordinate systems, such as geocentric coordinates and geodetic coordinates. See, for example, Sean E. Urban and P. Kenneth Seidelmann, Explanatory Supplement to the Astronomical Almanac, 3rd. ed., (Mill Valley CA: University Science Books, 2013) p. 20–23.


	
^ The pair had accurate absolute distances within the Mediterranean but underestimated the circumference of the earth[image: External link], causing their degree measurements to overstate its length west from Rhodes or Alexandria, respectively.


	
^ Alternative versions of latitude and longitude include geocentric coordinates, which measure with respect to Earth's center; geodetic coordinates, which model Earth as an ellipsoid[image: External link]; and geographic coordinates, which measure with respect to a plumb line at the location for which coordinates are given.


	
^ WGS 84 is the default datum used in most GPS equipment, but other datums can be selected.
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Flag of Australia






The flag of Australia is a defaced[image: External link] Blue Ensign[image: External link]: a blue field with the Union Jack[image: External link] in the canton[image: External link] (upper hoist quarter), and a large white seven-pointed star known as the Commonwealth Star[image: External link] in the lower hoist quarter. The fly[image: External link] contains a representation of the Southern Cross[image: External link] constellation, made up of five white stars – one small five-pointed star and four, larger, seven-pointed stars. There are other official flags[image: External link] representing Australia, its people and core functions of government.

The flag's original design (with a six-pointed Commonwealth Star) was chosen in 1901 from entries in a competition held following Federation, and was first flown in Melbourne on 3 September 1901,[2] the date proclaimed as Australian National Flag Day[image: External link].[3] A slightly different design was approved by King Edward VII[image: External link] in 1903. The seven-pointed commonwealth star version was introduced by a proclamation dated 23 February 1908.[4] The dimensions were formally gazetted in 1934,[5] and in 1954 the flag became recognised by, and legally defined in, the Flags Act 1953[image: External link], as the "Australian National Flag".



TOP
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 Devices




The Australian flag uses three prominent symbols: the Union Flag, the Commonwealth Star[image: External link] (also the Federation Star) and the Southern Cross (or Crux).[6]

In its original usage as the flag of United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, the Union Flag combined three heraldic crosses[image: External link] which represent the constituent countries of the United Kingdom[image: External link] (as constituted in 1801):[7]


	The red St George's Cross[image: External link] of England[image: External link]


	The white diagonal St Andrew's Cross[image: External link] of Scotland[image: External link]


	The red diagonal St Patrick's Cross[image: External link] of Ireland[image: External link]




The Union Flag is thought to symbolise Australia's history as six British colonies and the principles upon which the Australian Federation[image: External link] is based,[6][8] although a more historic view sees its inclusion in the design as demonstrating loyalty to the British Empire.[9]

The Commonwealth Star, also known as the Federation Star,[10] originally had six points, representing the six federating colonies. In 1908, a seventh point was added to symbolise the Papua[image: External link] and any future territories.[6][11] Another rationale for the change was to match the star used on the Coat of Arms, which was created in the same year. The Commonwealth Star does not have any official relation to Beta Centauri[image: External link], despite the latter's brightness and location in the sky; however, the 1870 version of the flag of South Australia[image: External link] featured the "pointer" stars, Alpha[image: External link] and Beta Centauri.[12][13]

The Southern Cross[image: External link] is one of the most distinctive constellations[image: External link] visible in the Southern Hemisphere,[6] and has been used to represent Australia since the early days of British settlement.[6] Ivor Evans, one of the flag's designers, intended the Southern Cross to also refer to the four moral virtues ascribed to the four main stars by Dante[image: External link]: justice, prudence, temperance and fortitude.[14] The number of points on the stars of the Southern Cross on the modern Australian flag differs from the original competition-winning design, in which they ranged between five and nine points each, representing their relative brightness in the night sky.[6] The stars are named after the first five letters of the Greek alphabet[image: External link], in decreasing order of brightness[image: External link] in the sky.[15] In order to simplify manufacture, the British Admiralty[image: External link] standardised the four larger outer stars at seven points each, leaving the smaller, more central star with five points. This change was officially gazetted on 23 February 1903.[6]

A complete specification for the official design was published in the Commonwealth Gazette in 1934.[16]
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 Construction




Under the Flags Act, the Australian National Flag must meet the following specifications:[17]


	the Union Flag occupying the upper quarter next the staff[image: External link];[18]


	a large seven-pointed white star (six representing the six states of Australia and one representing the territories) in the centre of the lower quarter next the staff and pointing direct to the centre of St George's Cross[image: External link] in the Union Flag;[18]


	five white stars (representing the Southern Cross) in the half of the flag further from the staff.[18]




The location of the stars is as follows:[18]


	
Commonwealth Star[image: External link] – 7-pointed star, centred in lower hoist.[18]


	
Alpha Crucis[image: External link] – 7-pointed star, straight below centre fly  1⁄6 up from bottom edge.[18]


	
Beta Crucis[image: External link] – 7-pointed star,  1⁄4 of the way left and  1⁄16 up from the centre fly.[18]


	
Gamma Crucis[image: External link] – 7-pointed star, straight above centre fly  1⁄6 down from top edge.[18]


	
Delta Crucis[image: External link] – 7-pointed star,  2⁄9 of the way right and  31⁄240 up from the centre fly.[18]


	
Epsilon Crucis[image: External link] – 5-pointed star,  1⁄10 of the way right and  1⁄24 down from the centre fly.[18]




The outer diameter of the Commonwealth Star is  3⁄10 of the flag's width, while that of the stars in the Southern Cross is  1⁄7 of the flag's width, except for Epsilon, for which the fraction is  1⁄12. Each star's inner diameter is  4⁄9 of the outer diameter. The flag's width is the measurement of the hoist edge of the flag (the distance from top to bottom).[18]
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 Colours




The colours of the flag, although not specified by the Flags Act, have been given Pantone[image: External link] specifications by the Awards and Culture Branch of the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet[image: External link].[19] The Australian Government's Style Manual for Authors, Editors and Printers also gives CMYK[image: External link] and RGB[image: External link] specifications for depicting the flag in print and on screen respectively.[20]



	Scheme
	Blue
	Red
	White
	Source(s)



	Pantone[image: External link]
	280 C
	185 C
	Safe
	[19][21]



	RGB[image: External link]

( Hex[image: External link])
	0–0–139

(#00008B)
	255–0–0

(#FF0000)
	255–255–255

(#FFFFFF)
	[20]



	CMYK[image: External link]
	100%–80%–0%–0%
	0%–100%–100%–0%
	0%–0%–0%–0%
	[20]
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 Protocol




Guidelines for flying the flag are laid out in the 1953 Flags Act[image: External link] and in a pamphlet entitled "The Australian National Flag", which is published by the Australian Government on an infrequent basis. The guidelines say that the Australian National Flag is allowed to be flown on every day of the year,[22] and that it "should be treated with respect and dignity it deserves as the nation's most important national symbol".[23]

The National Flag must always be flown in a position superior to that of any other flag or ensign when flown in Australia or on Australian territory, and it should always be flown aloft and free.[23] The flag must be flown in all government buildings and displayed in polling stations when there is a national election or referendum.[24] Private pleasure craft can fly either the Red Ensign or the Australian National Flag.[25] The British Blue Ensign can be flown on an Australian owned ship instead of the Australian Flag if the owner has a warrant valid under British law.[26]

The Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet[image: External link] also advises that the flag should only be flown during daylight hours, unless it is illuminated. Two flags should not be flown from the same flagpole.[23] The flag should not be displayed upside down under any circumstances, not even to express a situation of distress.[23] The flag is not to be placed or dropped on the ground, nor should it be used to cover an object in the lead-up to an unveiling ceremony, or to hide other material. Flags that have decayed or faded should not be displayed.[23]

According to a government publication, old or decayed flags should be disposed of in private "in a dignified way"; a method given as an example is to cut the flag into small pieces before being placed in the waste.[23]

When the flag is flown at half-mast[image: External link], it should be recognisably at half-mast, for example, a third of the way down from the top of the pole. The Australian Flag should never be flown half mast at night. Flags are flown at half-mast on government buildings:[27]


	On the death of the sovereign[image: External link] – from the time of announcement of the death up to and including the funeral. On the day the accession of the new sovereign is proclaimed, it is customary to raise the flag to the top of the mast from 11 am.

	On the death of a member of the royal family[image: External link].

	On the death of the governor-general or a former governor-general.

	On the death of a distinguished Australian citizen. Flags in any locality may be flown at half-mast on the death of a notable local citizen or on the day, or part of the day, of their funeral.

	On the death of the head of state of another country with which Australia has diplomatic relations—the flag would be flown on the day of the funeral.

	On ANZAC Day[image: External link] the flag is flown at half-mast until noon.

	On Remembrance Day[image: External link] flags are flown at peak until 10:30 am, at half-mast from 10:30 am to 11:03 am, then at peak for the remainder of the day.[27]




The Department provides a subscription-based email service called the Commonwealth Flag Network, which gives information on national occasions to fly the flag at half-mast as well as national days of commemoration and celebration of the flag.[28]

The Australian National Flag may be used for commercial or advertising purposes without formal permission as long as the flag is used in a dignified manner and reproduced completely and accurately; it should not be defaced by overprinting with words or illustrations, it should not be covered by other objects in displays, and all symbolic parts of the flag should be identifiable.[24][29] It also must sit first (typically, left) where more than one flag is used. For this reason the Collingwood Football Club[image: External link] had to reverse its logo, which features the flag.

There have been several attempts to make desecration[image: External link] of the Australian flag a crime. In 1953, during the second reading debate on the Flags Act, the leader of the Opposition[image: External link], Arthur Calwell[image: External link], unsuccessfully called for provisions to be added to the bill to criminalise desecration. Michael Cobb[image: External link] introduced private member's bills[image: External link] in 1989, 1990, 1991 and 1992 to ban desecration, but on each occasion the bill lapsed.[30] In 2002, the leader of the National Party[image: External link], John Anderson[image: External link], proposed to introduce laws banning desecration of the Australian flag, a call that attracted support from some parliamentarians both in his own party and the senior Coalition partner, the Liberal Party[image: External link]. The Prime Minister, John Howard[image: External link], rejected the calls stating that "...in the end I guess it's part of the sort of free speech code that we have in this country".[31] In 2003, the Australian Flags (Desecration of the Flag) Bill was tabled in Parliament by Trish Draper[image: External link] without support from Howard and subsequently lapsed.[32] In 2006, following a flag-burning incident during the 2005 Cronulla riots[image: External link] and a burnt flag display by a Melbourne artist, Liberal MP Bronwyn Bishop[image: External link] introduced the Protection of the Australian National Flag (Desecration of the Flag) Bill 2006. This bill sought to make it "a criminal offence to wilfully destroy or otherwise mutilate the Flag in circumstances where a reasonable person would infer that the destruction or mutilation is intended publicly to express contempt or disrespect for the Flag or the Australian Nation."[33] The bill received a second reading but subsequently lapsed and did not go to vote in the House of Representatives.
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 History




Before 1901, what is now Australia was six separate British colonies. The Union Flag, as the flag of the British Empire,[6] was first used on Australian soil on 29 April 1770 when Lieutenant James Cook landed at Botany Bay[image: External link], and it was again used at the start of European settlement of the country on 26 January 1788.[34] This was the original Union Flag introduced in 1606 that did not include the Saint Patrick's Saltire[image: External link], included from 1801 after the Acts of Union 1801[image: External link]. It is the second version post 1801 that is depicted on the Australian Flag. It was often used to represent them collectively, and each colony also had its own flag based on the Union Flag.[34] As an Australian national consciousness began to emerge, several flag movements were formed and unofficial new flags came into common usage.[34] Two attempts were made throughout the nineteenth century to design a national flag. The first such attempt was the National Colonial Flag[image: External link] created in 1823–1824 by Captains John Nicholson and John Bingle.[34] This flag consisted of a red cross on a white background, with an eight-point star on each of the four limbs of the cross, while incorporating a Union Flag in the canton.[34] The most popular "national" flag of the period was the 1831 Federation Flag[image: External link], also designed by Nicholson. This flag was the same at the National Colonial Flag, except that the cross was blue instead of resembling that of St. George. Although the flag was designed by Nicholson in 1831, it did not become widely popular until the latter part of the century, when calls for federation began to grow louder.[35] These flags, and many others such as the Eureka Flag[image: External link] (which came into use at the Eureka Stockade[image: External link] in 1854), featured stars representing the Southern Cross.[35] The oldest known flag to show the stars arranged as they are seen in the sky is the Anti-Transportation League Flag[image: External link], which is similar in design to the present National Flag.[36] The differences were that there was no Commonwealth Star, while the components of the Southern Cross are depicted with eight points and in gold. This flag was only briefly in usage, as two years after the formation of the Anti-Transportation League in 1851, the colonial authorities decided to stop the intake of convicts, so the ATL ceased its activities.[34] The Eureka Flag is often viewed as the first "Australian" flag as it was the first notable example of a design that had the Southern Cross while excluding the Union Flag. The Murray River Flag[image: External link], popular since the 1850s, is still widely used by boats that traverse Australia's main waterway[image: External link]. It is the same as the National Colonial Flag, except that the white background in the three quadrants other the canton were replaced with four alternating blue and white stripes, representing the four major rivers that run into the Murray River.[36]



	


	National Colonial Flag[image: External link]
	Australian Federation Flag[image: External link]
	Eureka Flag[image: External link]
	Anti-Transportation League Flag[image: External link]
	
Murray River Flag[image: External link] (Upper)
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 1901 Federal Flag Design Competition




Main article: 1901 Federal Flag Design Competition[image: External link]


As Federation approached, thoughts turned to an official federal flag. In 1900, the Melbourne Herald[image: External link] conducted a design competition with a prize of 25 Australian pounds[image: External link] (2009: $3,200) in which entries were required to include the Union Flag and Southern Cross, resulting in a British Ensign style flag.[37] The competition conducted by the Review of Reviews for Australasia—a Melbourne-based publication—later that year thought such a restriction seemed unwise, despite observing that designs without these emblems were unlikely to be successful;[37] nonetheless, it suggested that entries incorporate the two elements in their design.[38] After Federation on 1 January 1901 and following receipt of a request from the British government to design a new flag, the new Commonwealth Government held an official competition for a new federal flag in April. The competition attracted 32,823 entries,[38] including those originally sent to the Review of Reviews.[38] One of these was submitted by an unnamed governor of a colony.[39] The two contests were merged after the Review of Reviews agreed to being integrated into the government initiative. The £75 prize money of each competition were combined and augmented by a further £50 donated by Havelock Tobacco Company.[38] Each competitor was required to submit two coloured sketches, a red ensign for the merchant service and public use, and a blue ensign for naval and official use. The designs were judged on seven criteria: loyalty to the Empire, Federation, history, heraldry, distinctiveness, utility and cost of manufacture.[9] The majority of designs incorporated the Union Flag and the Southern Cross, but native animals were also popular, including one that depicted a variety of indigenous animals playing cricket[image: External link].[39] The entries were put on display at the Royal Exhibition Building in Melbourne and the judges took six days to deliberate before reaching their conclusion.[39] Five almost identical entries were chosen as the winning design, and their designers shared the £200 (2009: $25,000) prize money. They were Ivor Evans, a fourteen-year-old schoolboy from Melbourne; Leslie John Hawkins, a teenager apprenticed to an optician from Sydney; Egbert John Nuttall, an architect from Melbourne; Annie Dorrington[image: External link], an artist from Perth; and William Stevens, a ship's officer from Auckland[image: External link], New Zealand. The five winners received £40 each.[39] The differences to the current flag were the six-pointed Commonwealth Star, while the components stars in the Southern Cross had different numbers of points, with more if the real star was brighter. This led to five stars of nine, eight, seven, six and five points respectively.[39]

The flag's initial reception was mixed. The then republican magazine The Bulletin[image: External link] labelled it:[40]


a staled réchauffé of the British flag, with no artistic virtue, no national significance... Minds move slowly: and Australia is still Britain's little boy. What more natural than that he should accept his father's cut-down garments, – lacking the power to protest, and only dimly realising his will. That bastard flag is a true symbol of the bastard state of Australian opinion.[41]





	


	Melbourne Herald competition winning design[42]

	Blue version of winning design
	As approved by King Edward VII









As the design was basically the Victorian flag[image: External link] with a star added, many critics in both the Federal Government and the New South Wales government objected to the chosen flag for being "too Victorian".[43] They wanted the Australian Federation Flag, and Prime Minister Barton, who had been promoting the Federation Flag, submitted this flag along with that chosen by the judges to the Admiralty for final approval.[44] The Admiralty chose the Red for private vessels and Blue Ensigns for government ships.[45] The Barton government regarded both the Blue and Red Ensigns as colonial maritime flags[46] and "grudgingly" agreed to fly it only on naval ships. Later governments, that of Chris Watson in 1904 and Andrew Fisher in 1910, were also unhappy with the design, wanting something "more distinctive" and more "indicative of Australian unity."[47]

On 3 September 1901, the new Australian flag flew for the first time from the dome of the Royal Exhibition Building in Melbourne.[39] The names of the joint winners of the design competition were announced by Hersey, Countess of Hopetoun[image: External link] (the wife of the Governor-General, the 7th Earl of Hopetoun[image: External link]) and she unfurled the flag for the first time.[48] Since 1996 this date has been officially known as Australian National Flag Day[image: External link].[49]

The competition-winning designs were submitted to the British Colonial Secretary in 1902. Prime Minister Edmund Barton[image: External link] announced in the Commonwealth Gazette that King Edward VII[image: External link] had officially approved the design as the flag of Australia on 11 February 1903.[50] The published version made all the stars in the Southern Cross seven-pointed apart from the smallest, and is the same as the current design except the six-pointed Commonwealth Star.[11]
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 Blue or Red Ensign?




The Red Ensign was the only flag private citizens could fly on land.[46] By traditional British understanding, the Blue Ensign was reserved for Commonwealth Government use, with State and local governments, private organisations and individuals to use the Red Ensign.[46] As an example, the explorer Sir Hubert Wilkins[image: External link] planted a Red Ensign in Antarctica.[11] The official painting of the opening of Australia's new Parliament House[image: External link] in 1927 shows Red Ensigns and Union Flags being flown.[46][51] However a lithograph by an unknown artist featuring only Blue Ensigns has since emerged. As the commissioned artist, Septimus Power may have chosen red for dramatic effect or because it was the colour the public was expected to use.[52]

Despite executive branch proclamations as to the respective roles of the two red, white and blue ensigns there remained confusion until the Flags Act 1953 declared the Blue Ensign to be the national flag, and the Red Ensign as the flag of the Australian mercantile marine.[53][54] Red ensigns continued to be used in Anzac Day marches into the 1960s.[55]

Technically, private non-commercial vessels were liable to a substantial fine if they did not fly the British Red Ensign. However, an Admiralty Warrant was issued on 5 December 1938, authorising these vessels to fly the Australian Red Ensign. The Shipping Registration Act 1981 reaffirmed that the Australian Red Ensign was the proper "colours" for commercial ships over 24 metres (79 ft) in tonnage length.[56]

As a result of the declaration of 3 September as Merchant Navy Day in 2008, the red ensign can be flown on land alongside the Australian national flag on this occasion as a matter of protocol.[57]
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The blue ensign replaced the Union Jack at the Olympic Games[image: External link] at St Louis in 1904. In the same year, due to lobbying by Richard Crouch[image: External link] MP, it had the same status as the Union Flag in the UK, when the House of Representatives proclaimed that the Blue Ensign "should be flown upon all forts, vessels, saluting places and public buildings of the Commonwealth upon all occasions when flags are used".[58] The government agreed to fly the Blue Ensign on special flag days, but not if it meant additional expense, which undermined the motion.[58] The Blue Ensign could only be flown on a state government building if a state flag was not available.[46]

On 2 June 1904 a resolution was passed by parliament to replace the Union Jack with the "Australian Flag" on forts. Initially the Department of Defence resisted using the Flag, considering it to be a marine ensign and favouring King's Regulations that specified the use of the Union Jack. After being approached by the Department of Defence, Prime Minister Chris Watson[image: External link] stated in parliament that he was not satisfied with the design of the Australian flag and that implementation of the 1904 resolution could wait until consideration was given to "adopt another [flag] which in our opinion is more appropriate."[59] In 1908, Australian Army Military Order, No 58/08 ordered the "Australian Ensign" replace the Union Flag at all military establishments. From 1911 it was the saluting flag of the Australian army at all reviews and ceremonial parades,[60][61]

The Royal Australian Navy[image: External link] (RAN) was promulgated on 5 October 1911 and was directed to fly the British White Ensign[image: External link] on the stern and the flag of Australia on the Jackstaff[image: External link].[62][63][64] Despite the government wanting to use the Blue Ensign on Australian warships, officers continued to fly the Union Flag, and it was not until 1913, following public protest in Fremantle[image: External link] after its use for the review of HMAS Melbourne[image: External link], that the government "reminded" them of the 1911 legislation.[65] The British White Ensign was finally replaced by a distinctively Australian White Ensign[image: External link] on 1 March 1967.[63]

Despite the new Australian Flags official use, from 1901 until the 1920s the Federation Flag[image: External link] remained the most popular Australian flag for public and even some official events. It was flown at the 1907 State Premiers conference in Melbourne and during the 1927 visit to Australia of the Duke and Duchess of York, the future King George VI[image: External link] and Queen Elizabeth[image: External link].[66]

In the 1920s there was debate over whether the Blue Ensign was reserved for Commonwealth buildings only, culminating in a 1924 agreement that the Union Flag should take precedence as the National Flag.[46] As the Union Flag was recognised as the National flag, it was considered disloyal to fly either ensign without the Union flag alongside, and it was the Union Flag that covered the coffins of Australia's war dead.[46][67]

In 1940 the Victorian government passed legislation allowing schools to purchase Blue Ensigns,[68] which in turn allowed its use by private citizens. Prime Minister Robert Menzies then encouraged schools, government building and private citizens to use the Blue Ensign, issuing a statement the following year allowing Australians to use either ensign providing it was done so respectfully.[11][46]

Prime Minister Ben Chifley issued a similar statement in 1947.[11][69]

On 4 December 1950, the Prime Minister[image: External link] Robert Menzies[image: External link] proclaimed the Blue ensign as the National flag and in 1951 King George VI approved the Government's recommendation.[70]

When the Flags Bill was introduced into parliament on 20 November 1953, Menzies said:

"This bill is very largely a formal measure which puts into legislative form what has become almost the established practice in Australia ... The design adopted was submitted to His Majesty King Edward VII, and he was pleased to approve of it as the Australian flag in 1902. However, no legislative action has ever been taken to determine the precise form of the flag or the circumstances of its use, and this bill has been brought down to produce that result."[71]

This status was formalised on 14 February 1954, when Queen Elizabeth II gave Royal Assent[image: External link] to the Flags Act 1953[image: External link], which had been passed two months earlier.[72][73] The monarch's Assent was timed to coincide with the Queen's visit to the country and came after she had opened the new session of Parliament.[72] The Act confers statutory powers on the Governor-General to appoint 'flags and ensigns of Australia' and authorise warrants and make rules as to use of flags. Section 8 ensures that the 'right or privilege' of a person to fly the Union Flag is not affected by the Act.

South Australia chose to continue with the Union Flag as National flag until 1956, when schools were given the option of using either the Union or Australian flags.[74] The Union Flag was still regarded as the National flag by many Australians well into the 1970s, which inspired Arthur Smout's campaign from 1968 to 1982 to encourage Australians to give the Australian flag precedence.[75]

By the mid-1980s, the Commonwealth Government no longer reminded Australians they had the right to fly the Union Flag alongside the National Flag nor provided illustrations of how to correctly display them together.[76]

In 1998, the Flags Act was amended to provide that any change to the national flag must be approved by a referendum which must offer the existing flag alongside any alternative designs. The requirement for a referendum is not binding on Parliament, which would need to amend the Flags Act to alter the design.[77]
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 Flag Day




Main article: Flag Day (Australia)[image: External link]


In 1996, the Governor-General, Sir William Deane[image: External link], issued a proclamation recognising the annual commemoration of Australian National Flag Day, to be held on 3 September.[78] Flag Day[image: External link] celebrations had been occurring in Sydney since 1985. They were initiated by the vexillographer[image: External link] John Christian Vaughan to commemorate the first occasion when the flag was flown in 1901.[79] On Flag Day, ceremonies are held in schools, major centres, and the Governor-General, Governors and some politicians attend or release statements to the media.[80] Australian National Flag Day is not a public holiday.
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 Centenary Flag




On the centenary of the first flying of the flag, 3 September 2001, the Australian National Flag Association[image: External link] presented the Prime Minister with a flag intended to replace the missing original flag. This flag was not a replica of the original flag, on which the Commonwealth Star had only six points, but was a current Australian National Flag with a seven pointed Commonwealth Star. The flag has a special headband,[81] including a cardinal red stripe and the inscription


The Centenary Flag. Presented to the Hon John Howard MP, Prime Minister of Australia on behalf of the people of Australia by the Australian National Flag Association on 3 September 2001 at the Royal Exhibition Building, Melbourne to commemorate the first flying of the Australian National Flag on 3 September 1901 attended by the Rt Hon Sir Edmund Barton MHR, Prime Minister of Australia.[81]



A warrant authorising the use of the Centenary Flag under section 6 of the Flags Act was issued by the Governor-General and the flag is now used as the official flag of state on important occasions.[82] These included the opening of new parliamentary terms and when visiting heads of state arrive.[83] The flag has been transported across the country for flying in every state and territory. It was later used on Remembrance Day[image: External link] in 2003 for the opening of the Australian War Memorial in Hyde Park[image: External link] in London[image: External link].[83]
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 Other Australian flags




Main article: List of Australian flags[image: External link]


Under Section 5 of the Flags Act 1953, the Governor-General may proclaim flags other than the National Flag and the Red Ensign as flags or ensigns of Australia. Five flags have been appointed in this manner. The first two were the Royal Australian Navy Ensign[image: External link] and the Royal Australian Air Force Ensign[image: External link], the flags used by the Royal Australian Navy[image: External link] and the Royal Australian Air Force. The Australian Army has no ensign of its own, but they are given the ceremonial task to be the defender of the National Flag.[84] The Air Force and the Navy flew the appropriate British ensigns (the White Ensign[image: External link] and the Royal Air Force Ensign[image: External link]) until the adoption of similar ensigns based on the Australian National Flag in 1948 and 1967 respectively.[85] The current Navy and Air Force Ensigns were officially appointed in 1967 and 1982 respectively.[86]

In 1995, the Aboriginal Flag[image: External link] and the Torres Strait Islander Flag[image: External link] were also appointed flags of Australia.[87] While mainly seen as a gesture of reconciliation, this recognition caused a small amount of controversy at the time, with then opposition leader John Howard[image: External link] describing it as divisive.[88] Some indigenous people, such as the flag's designer Harold Thomas[image: External link], felt that the government was appropriating their flag,[88] saying it "doesn't need any more recognition".[89]

The Australian Defence Force Ensign[image: External link] was proclaimed in 2000. This flag is used to represent the Defence Force when more than one branch of the military is involved, such as at the Australian Defence Force Academy[image: External link], and by the Minister for Defence.[90]

The Legislative Instruments Act 2003 required the proclamations of these flags to be lodged in a Federal Register. Due to an administrative oversight they were not, and the proclamations were automatically repealed.[91] The governor-general issued new proclamations dated 25 January 2008, with effect from 1 January 2008 (or 1 October 2006 in the case of the Defence Force Ensign).[92]



	


	Link to file[image: External link]



	Royal Australian Navy Ensign[image: External link]
	Royal Australian Air Force Ensign[image: External link]
	Australian Aboriginal Flag[image: External link]
	Torres Strait Islander Flag[image: External link]
	Australian Defence Force Ensign[image: External link]
	Royal Standard of Australia[image: External link]









In addition to the seven flags declared under the Flags Act, there are two additional Commonwealth flags, the Australian Civil Aviation Ensign[image: External link] and Australian Customs Flag[image: External link],[93] eight Vice-Regal flags and nine state and territory flags that are recognised as official flags through other means.[94]
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 Other Australian flag variants




Two variants of the Australian flag have been used only on the prime minister's car.



	


	Prime minister's vehicle flag
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 Flag debate




Main article: Australian flag debate[image: External link]


There have been mild but persistent debates over whether or not the Union Flag should be removed from the canton of the Australian flag.[95] This debate has culminated on several occasions, such as the period preceding the Australian Bicentenary[image: External link] in 1988, and during the Prime Ministership of Paul Keating[image: External link],[95] who publicly supported a change in the flag and said:


I do not believe that the symbols and the expression of the full sovereignty of Australian nationhood can ever be complete while we have a flag with the flag of another country on the corner of it.[96]



There are two lobby groups involved in the flag debate: Ausflag[image: External link] (est. 1981), which supports changing the flag,[97] and the Australian National Flag Association[image: External link] (ANFA) (est. 1983), which wants to keep the existing flag.[98] The primary arguments for keeping the flag cite historic precedence, while those for changing the flag are based around the idea that the status quo does not accurately depict Australia's status as an independent and multicultural nation,[99] nor is its design unique enough to easily distinguish it from similar flags, such as that of New Zealand[image: External link], Cook Islands[image: External link] and Tuvalu[image: External link] (despite the counter argument that this is not uncommon, as seen with Indonesia[image: External link], Monaco[image: External link] and Poland[image: External link] sharing near identical flags). The similarity between the flag of Australia and those of other countries is often derived from a common colonial history.[100]

The Coalition government under John Howard[image: External link] in 1996 formally recognised the commemoration of Australian National Flag Day[image: External link], in 1998 sponsored an amendment to the Flags Act to require any changes to the national flag design to be passed at a plebiscite along the same lines of the 1977 national song poll, in 2002 supplied ANFA's promotional video free to all primary schools and in 2004 required all schools receiving federal funds to fly the Australian flag.[101]

Ausflag periodically campaigns for flag change in association with national events such as the 2000 Summer Olympics,[102] and holds flag design competitions,[97] while ANFA's activities include promotion of the existing flag through events such as National Flag Day.[103] A 2004 Newspoll[image: External link] that asked: "Are you personally in favour or against changing the Australian flag so as to remove the Union Jack emblem?" was supported by 32% of respondents and opposed by 57%, with 11% uncommitted.[104][105] A 2010 Morgan Poll[image: External link] that asked: "Do you think Australia should have a new design for our National Flag?" was supported by 29% of respondents and opposed by 66%, with 5% uncommitted.[106]

The connection with the Australian flag is also notable the highest response to it is "extremely proud" and it is the "most embraced Australian symbol."[107]
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Advance Australia Fair






"Advance Australia Fair" is the national anthem of Australia. Created by the Scottish-born composer Peter Dodds McCormick[image: External link], the song was first performed in 1878 and sung in Australia as a patriotic song. It replaced "God Save the Queen" as the official national anthem in 1984, following a plebiscite to choose the national song in 1977[image: External link]. Other songs and marches have been influenced by "Advance Australia Fair", such as the Australian vice-regal salute.
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 History
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"Advance Australia Fair" was composed in the late 19th century by Peter Dodds McCormick[image: External link] under the pen-name "Amicus" (which means "friend" in Latin). It was first performed by Andrew Fairfax at a Highland Society function in Sydney on 30 November 1878. The song quickly gained popularity and an amended version was sung by a choir of around 10,000 at the inauguration of the Commonwealth of Australia[image: External link] on 1 January 1901. In 1907 the Australian Government awarded McCormick £100 for his composition.

In a letter to R.B. Fuller, dated 1 August 1913, McCormick described the circumstances that inspired him to write "Advance Australia Fair":


One night I attended a great concert in the Exhibition Building, when all the National Anthems of the world were to be sung by a large choir with band accompaniment. This was very nicely done, but I felt very aggravated that there was not one note for Australia. On the way home in a bus, I concocted the first verse of my song & when I got home I set it to music. I first wrote it in the Tonic Sol-fa notation, then transcribed it into the Old Notation, & I tried it over on an instrument next morning, & found it correct. Strange to say there has not been a note of it altered since. Some alteration has been made in the wording, but the sense is the same. It seemed to me to be like an inspiration, & I wrote the words & music with the greatest ease.[1]



The earliest known sound recording of "Advance Australia Fair" appears in The Landing of the Australian Troops in Egypt (circa 1916), a short commercial recording dramatising the arrival of Australian troops in Egypt en route to Gallipoli.[2]

Before its adoption as Australia's national anthem, "Advance Australia Fair" had considerable use elsewhere. For example, Australia's national broadcaster, the Australian Broadcasting Commission, used it to announce its news bulletins until 1952.[3] It was also frequently played at the start or end of official functions. Towards the end of World War II it was one of three songs played in certain picture theatres, along with "God Save the King" and the American national anthem[image: External link].[4]
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 Competitions, plebiscite and adoption




In 1951 there was a competition for a new national anthem to celebrate the golden jubilee of the Federation of Australia. The entry by the Austrian-born conductor Henry Krips[image: External link], "This Land of Mine", won the competition but it was decided to make no change to the status quo.[5]

Until 1974 "God Save the Queen" was Australia's national anthem. In 1973 the Whitlam government decided that the country needed an anthem that could represent Australia with "distinction" and started a competition to find one. The Australia Council for the Arts organised the contest, which was dubbed the "Australian National Anthem Quest". The contest was held in two stages, the first seeking lyrics and the second music, each having an A$[image: External link]5,000 prize for the winning entry. On the recommendation of the Council for the Arts, none of the new entries were felt worthy enough, so the contest ended with the suggestions for "Advance Australia Fair", "Waltzing Matilda" and "Song of Australia[image: External link]".[6]

In 1974 the Whitlam government then performed a nationwide opinion survey to determine the song to be sung on occasions of national significance. Conducted through the Australian Bureau of Statistics, it polled 60,000 people nationally. "Advance Australia Fair" was chosen and was enshrined as the national song, to be used on all occasions excepting those of a specifically regal nature. A spokesman for the Prime Minister Gough Whitlam stated that the Government regarded the tune primarily as the national anthem. During the 1975 election campaign[image: External link] following the dismissal of Whitlam by Sir John Kerr, it was proposed by David Combe[image: External link] that the song be played at the start of the Labor Party's official campaign launch on 24 November 1975 at Festival Hall, Melbourne. Whitlam's speechwriter Graham Freudenberg[image: External link] rejected this idea, on two grounds, one of which was that the status of the anthem was still tentative.[7]

In January 1976 the Fraser[image: External link] government reinstated "God Save the Queen" for royal, vice-regal, defence and loyal toast[image: External link] occasions as well as making plans to conduct a national poll to find a song for use on ceremonial occasions when it was desired to mark a separate Australian identity. This was conducted as a plebiscite to choose the National Song[image: External link], held as an optional additional question in the 1977 referendum[image: External link] on various issues. "Advance Australia Fair" received 43.29% of the vote, defeating the three alternatives, "Waltzing Matilda" (28.28%), "Song of Australia[image: External link]" (9.65%) and the existing national anthem, "God Save the Queen" (18.78%).[8]

"Advance Australia Fair", with modified lyrics from the original (see development of lyrics), was adopted as the Australian national anthem on 19 April 1984 by a proclamation by the Governor-General, Sir Ninian Stephen[image: External link],[9] on a recommendation by the Labor government of Bob Hawke. "God Save the Queen", now known as the royal anthem, continues to be played alongside the Australian national anthem at public engagements in Australia that are attended by the Queen or members of the Royal Family
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 Lyrics




The lyrics of "Advance Australia Fair" were officially adopted in 1984 as follows:[10]




	

	Verse 1

	Australians all let us rejoice,

	For we are young and free;

	We've golden soil and wealth for toil;

	Our home is girt by sea;

	Our land abounds in nature's gifts

	Of beauty rich and rare;

	In history's page, let every stage

	Advance Australia Fair.

	In joyful strains then let us sing,

	Advance Australia Fair.




	

	Verse 2

	Beneath our radiant Southern Cross

	We'll toil with hearts and hands;

	To make this Commonwealth of ours

	Renowned of all the lands;

	For those who've come across the seas

	We've boundless plains to share;

	With courage let us all combine

	To Advance Australia Fair.

	In joyful strains then let us sing,

	Advance Australia Fair.
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 Copyright




Even though any copyright[image: External link] of Peter Dodds McCormick's original lyrics has expired, as he died in 1916, the Commonwealth of Australia claims copyright on the official lyrics and particular arrangements of music. Non-commercial use of the anthem is permitted without case-by-case permission, but the Commonwealth government requires permission for commercial use.[11]
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 Orchestral version




The wordless orchestral version of "Advance Australia Fair" that is now regularly played for Australian victories at international sporting medal ceremonies, and at the openings of major domestic sporting, cultural and community events, is by Tommy Tycho[image: External link], an immigrant from Hungary. It was first commissioned by ABC Records in 1984 and then televised by Channel 10 in 1986 in their Australia Day Broadcast, featuring Julie Anthony[image: External link] as the soloist.[12]
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 Development of lyrics




Since the original lyrics were written in 1879, there have been several changes, in some cases with the intent of increasing the anthem's inclusiveness and gender neutrality. Some of these were minor while others have significantly changed the song. The original song was four verses long. For its adoption as the national anthem, the song was cut from four verses to two. The first verse was kept largely as the 1879 original, except for the change in the first line from "Australia's sons let us rejoice" to "Australians all let us rejoice".[10] The second, third and fourth verses of the original were dropped, in favour of a modified version of the new third verse which was sung at Federation in 1901.[13]

The original lyrics published in 1879 were as follows:[14]




	

	Verse 1

	Australia's sons let us rejoice,

	For we are young and free;

	We've golden soil and wealth for toil,

	Our home is girt by sea;

	Our land abounds in Nature's gifts

	Of beauty rich and rare;

	In hist'ry's page, let ev'ry stage

	Advance Australia fair.

	In joyful strains then let us sing,

	Advance Australia fair.




	Verse 2

	When gallant Cook from Albion[image: External link] sailed,

	To trace wide oceans o'er,

	True British courage bore him on,

	Til he landed on our shore.

	Then here he raised Old England[image: External link]'s flag,

	The standard of the brave;

	"With all her faults we love her still"

	"Britannia rules the wave[image: External link]."

	In joyful strains then let us sing

	Advance Australia fair.




	

	Verse 3

	While other nations of the globe

	Behold us from afar,

	We'll rise to high renown and shine

	Like our glorious southern star;

	From England soil and Fatherland,

	
Scotia[image: External link] and Erin[image: External link] fair,

	Let all combine with heart and hand

	To advance Australia fair.

	In joyful strains then let us sing

	Advance Australia fair.




	Verse 4

	Should foreign foe e'er sight our coast,

	Or dare a foot to land,

	We'll rouse to arms like sires of yore,

	To guard our native strand;

	Britannia then shall surely know,

	Though oceans roll between,

	Her sons in fair Australia's land

	Still keep their courage green.

	In joyful strains then let us sing

	Advance Australia fair.*










The 1901 Federation version of the third verse was originally sung as:


	Third verse

	Beneath our radiant Southern Cross,

	We'll toil with hearts and hands;

	To make our youthful Commonwealth,

	Renowned of all the lands;

	For loyal sons beyond the seas

	We've boundless plains to share;

	With courage let us all combine

	To advance Australia fair.

	In joyful strains then let us sing

	Advance Australia fair!*
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Both the lyrics and melody of the official anthem have been criticised in some quarters as being dull and unendearing to the Australian people. A National Party[image: External link] senator, Sandy Macdonald[image: External link], said in 2001 that "Advance Australia Fair" is so boring that the nation risks singing itself to sleep, with boring music and words impossible to understand.[15] A parliamentary colleague, Peter Slipper[image: External link], said that Australia should consider another anthem.[16] One suggested replacement was "I Am Australian[image: External link]", notably in 2011 by former Victorian Premier Jeff Kennett[image: External link].[17] [18]

Specific criticism is also directed at the fourth line of lyrics, "our home is girt by sea", for its use of the archaic[image: External link] word " girt[image: External link]" to acknowledge the fact that Australia is an island.[19] The current version of the anthem has a mix of old and new language, rather than having one style of language consistently throughout. Criticism has come from various people, including Australian Labor Party politician Craig Emerson[image: External link],[20] but others, including former Labor leader Kim Beazley[image: External link], have defended it.[21]
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Sandy Macdonald[image: External link] (politician)

	
Peter Slipper[image: External link] (politician)

	
Jeff Kennett[image: External link] (politician)
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Sydney






This article is about the Australian metropolis. For the local government area, see City of Sydney[image: External link]. For other uses, see Sydney (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Sydney ( i[image: External link]/'sIdni /[image: External link])[6] is the state capital of New South Wales and the most populous city in Australia and Oceania.[7] Located on Australia's east coast, the metropolis surrounds the world's largest natural harbour, and sprawls towards the Blue Mountains[image: External link] to the west, Macarthur[image: External link] to the south and Hawkesbury[image: External link] to the north.[8] Sydney is made up of 658 suburbs[image: External link] and 40 local government areas[image: External link].[9] Residents of Sydney are known as "Sydneysiders". Sydney is the location of the secondary official residences of the Governor-General of Australia and the Prime Minister of Australia[image: External link], Admiralty House[image: External link] and Kirribilli House[image: External link] respectively.[10]

The Sydney area has been inhabited by indigenous Australians for at least 30,000[image: External link] years.[11] The first British settlers, led by Captain[image: External link] Arthur Phillip, arrived in 1788 to found Sydney as a penal colony, the first European settlement in Australia.[12] Since convict transportation ended in the mid-19th century, the city has transformed from a colonial outpost into a major global cultural and economic centre. As at June 2016 Sydney's estimated population was 5,005,358.[13] In the 2011 census[image: External link], 34 percent of the population reported having been born overseas,[3] representing many different nationalities and making Sydney one of the most multicultural cities in the world. There are more than 250 different languages spoken in Sydney and about one-third of residents speak a language other than English[image: External link] at home.[14][15]

Despite being one of the most expensive cities[image: External link] in the world,[16] the 2014 Mercer Quality of Living Survey[image: External link] ranks Sydney tenth in the world in terms of quality of living[image: External link],[17] making it one of the most livable cities.[18] It is classified as an Alpha+ World City[image: External link] by the Globalization and World Cities Research Network[image: External link], indicating its influence in the region and throughout the world.[19][20] Ranked eleventh in the world for economic opportunity,[21] Sydney has an advanced market economy with strengths in finance, manufacturing and tourism[image: External link]. Its gross regional product was $337 billion in 2013, the largest in Australia.[22] There is a significant concentration of foreign banks and multinational corporations in Sydney and the city is promoted as one of Asia Pacific's leading financial hubs.[23][24][25][26]

In addition to hosting events such as the 2000 Summer Olympics, Sydney is amongst the top fifteen most-visited cities in the world,[27] with millions of tourists coming each year to see the city's landmarks.[28] Its natural features include Sydney Harbour, the Royal National Park[image: External link], and the Royal Botanic Garden[image: External link]. Man-made attractions such as the Sydney Opera House[image: External link], Sydney Tower[image: External link] and the Sydney Harbour Bridge[image: External link] are also well known to international visitors. The main passenger airport serving the metropolitan area is Kingsford-Smith Airport[image: External link], one of the world's oldest continually operating airports.[29]
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 History




Main articles: History of Sydney[image: External link] and Timeline of Sydney[image: External link]
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 First inhabitants




The first people to inhabit the area now known as Sydney were indigenous Australians having migrated from northern Australia and before that from southeast Asia. Radiocarbon dating[image: External link] suggests human activity first started to occur in the Sydney area[image: External link] from around 30,735 years ago.[11] However, numerous Aboriginal stone tools were found in Western Sydney's gravel sediments that were dated from 45,000 to 50,000 years BP,[30] which would indicate that there was human settlement in Sydney earlier than thought.[31]

The earliest British settlers called them Eora[image: External link] people. "Eora" is the term the indigenous population used to explain their origins upon first contact with the British. Its literal meaning is "from this place". Prior to the arrival of the British there were 4,000 to 8,000 native people in Sydney from as many as 29 different clans.[32]

Sydney Cove from Port Jackson to Petersham[image: External link] was inhabited by the Cadigal[image: External link] clan.[32] The principal language groups were Darug[image: External link], Guringai[image: External link], and Dharawal[image: External link]. The earliest Europeans[image: External link] to visit the area noted that the indigenous people were conducting activities such as camping and fishing, using trees for bark and food, collecting shells, and cooking fish.[33]

Development has destroyed much of the city's history including that of the first inhabitants. There continues to be examples of rock art and engravings located in the protected Ku-ring-gai Chase National Park[image: External link].[34] The first meeting between the native people and the British occurred on 29 April 1770 when Lieutenant James Cook landed at Botany Bay[image: External link] on the Kurnell Peninsula and encountered the Gweagal[image: External link] clan.[33][35][36] He noted in his journal that they were confused and somewhat hostile towards the foreign visitors.[33] Cook was on a mission of exploration and was not commissioned to start a settlement. He spent a short time collecting food and conducting scientific observations before continuing further north along the east coast of Australia and claiming the new land he had discovered for Britain.
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 Establishment of the colony




Britain—before that, England[image: External link]—and Ireland[image: External link] had for a long time been sending their convicts[image: External link] across the Atlantic to the American colonies[image: External link]. That trade was ended with the Declaration of Independence[image: External link] by the United States in 1776. Overrun with prisoners, Britain decided in 1786 to found a new penal outpost in the territory discovered by Cook some 16 years earlier.

The colony was at first to be titled "New Albion", but Phillip decided on "Sydney" in recognition of The 1st Baron Sydney[image: External link]—later created The 1st Viscount Sydney[image: External link] in 1789—and his role in authorising the establishment of the settlement.[37] Captain Philip led the First Fleet of 11 ships and about 850 convicts into Botany Bay on 18 January 1788, though deemed the location unsuitable due to poor soil and a lack of fresh water. He travelled a short way further north and arrived at Port Jackson on 26 January 1788.[38][39] This was to be the location for the new colony. Phillip described Sydney Cove as being "without exception the finest harbour in the world".[40] The official proclamation and naming of the colony happened on 7 February 1788. Lieutenant William Dawes produced a town plan in 1790 but it was ignored by the colony's leaders. Sydney's layout today reflects this lack of planning.[41]

Between 1788 and 1792 about 4,300 convicts were landed at Sydney. The colony was not founded on the principles of freedom and prosperity. Maps from this time show no prison buildings; the punishment for convicts was transportation rather than incarceration, but serious offences were penalised by flogging and hanging.[42][43]

Officers and convicts alike faced starvation as supplies ran low and little could be cultivated from the land.[44] The region's indigenous population was also suffering. It is estimated that half of the native people in Sydney died during the smallpox[image: External link] epidemic of 1789.[32][45] Some mounted violent resistance to the British settlers. Lachlan Macquarie became Governor[image: External link] in 1810.

Macquarie did make the most of less than ideal circumstances. His first task was to restore order after the Rum Rebellion[image: External link] of 1808 against the previous Governor. Conditions in the colony were not conducive to the development of a thriving new metropolis, but the more regular arrival of ships and the beginnings of maritime trade (such as wool) helped to lessen the burden of isolation.[42][46]

Macquarie undertook an extensive building programme of some 265 separate works.[47] Roads, bridges, wharves, and public buildings were constructed using convict labour and come 1822 the town had banks, markets, and well-established thoroughfares. Part of Macquarie's effort to transform the colony was his authorisation for convicts to re-enter society as free citizens.[47]
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 Modern development




The year 1840 was the final year of convict transportation to Sydney, which by this time had a population of 35,000.[38][42] The municipal council of Sydney was incorporated in 1842 and became Australia's first city.[48] Gold was discovered in the colony in 1851 and with it came thousands of people seeking to make money.[38][48] Sydney's population reached 200,000 by 1871.[49]

Following the depression of the 1890s, the six colonies agreed to form a federated nation of The Commonwealth of Australia. Under the reign of Queen Victoria federation of the six colonies occurred on 1 January 1901. Sydney, with a population of 481,000, then became the state capital of New South Wales.[43]

The Great Depression[image: External link] of the 1930s had a severe effect on Sydney's economy, as it did with most cities throughout the industrial world. For much of the 1930s up to one in three breadwinners was unemployed.[50] Construction of the Sydney Harbour Bridge[image: External link] served to alleviate some of the effects of the economic downturn by employing 1,400 men between 1924 and 1932.[51] The population continued to boom despite the Depression and reached 1 million in 1925.[49]

When Britain declared war on Germany in 1939, Australia too entered. During the war Sydney experienced a surge in industrial development to meet the needs of a wartime economy. Far from mass unemployment, there were now labour shortages and women becoming active in male roles. Sydney's harbour was attacked by the Japanese in May and June 1942 with a direct attack from Japanese submarines[image: External link] with some loss of life.[52] Households throughout the city had built air raid shelters and performed drills.

Following the end of the war the city continued to expand. There were 1.7 million people living in Sydney at 1950 and almost 3 million by 1975. The people of Sydney warmly welcomed Queen Elizabeth II[image: External link] in 1954 when the reigning monarch stepped onto Australian soil for the first time to commence her Australian Royal Tour.[53] Having arrived on the Royal Yacht Britannia[image: External link] through Sydney Heads, Her Majesty came ashore at Farm Cove. Sydney's iconic Opera House was opened in 1973 by Her Majesty.

A strong rivalry between Sydney and Melbourne[image: External link] that began in the 1850s still exists to this day.[54][55][56] Sydney exceeded Melbourne's population in the early twentieth century and remains Australia's largest city.[7][57] The 2000 Summer Olympics were held in Sydney and became known as the "best Olympic Games ever" by the President of the International Olympic Committee[image: External link].[58] The Opera House became a World Heritage Site in 2007.[59]
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Main article: Geography of Sydney[image: External link]
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Sydney is a coastal basin with the Tasman Sea to the east, the Blue Mountains[image: External link] to the west, the Hawkesbury River[image: External link] to the north, and the Woronora Plateau[image: External link] to the south. The inner city measures 25 square kilometres (10 square miles), the Greater Sydney region covers 12,367 square kilometres (4,775 square miles), and the city's urban area is 1,687 square kilometres (651 square miles) in size.[60][61][62]

Sydney spans two geographic regions. The Cumberland Plain[image: External link] lies to the south and west of the Harbour and is relatively flat. The Hornsby Plateau is located to the north and is dissected by steep valleys. The flat areas of the south were the first to be developed as the city grew. It was not until the construction of the Sydney Harbour Bridge that the northern reaches of the coast became more heavily populated. Seventy beaches can be found along its coastline with Bondi Beach being one of the most famous.

The Nepean River[image: External link] wraps around the western edge of the city and becomes the Hawkesbury River before reaching Broken Bay[image: External link]. Most of Sydney's water storages can be found on tributaries of the Nepean River. The Parramatta River[image: External link] is mostly industrial and drains a large area of Sydney's western suburbs into Port Jackson. The southern parts of the city are drained by the Georges River[image: External link] and the Cooks River[image: External link] into Botany Bay.
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 Geology




Sydney is made up of mostly Triassic rock with some recent igneous[image: External link] dykes and volcanic[image: External link] necks. The Sydney Basin[image: External link] was formed when the Earth's crust expanded, subsided, and filled with sediment in the early Triassic period.[63] The sand that was to become the sandstone of today was washed from Broken Hill[image: External link] and laid down about 200 million years ago. The sandstone has shale[image: External link] lenses and fossil riverbeds.[63]

The Sydney Basin[image: External link] bioregion includes coastal features of cliffs, beaches, and estuaries. Deep river valleys known as rias[image: External link] were carved during the Triassic[image: External link] period in the Hawkesbury sandstone[image: External link] of the coastal region where Sydney now lies. The rising sea level between 18,000 and 6,000 years ago flooded the rias to form estuaries and deep harbours.[63] Port Jackson, better known as Sydney Harbour, is one such ria.[64]
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 Vegetation




The most prevalent plant communities[image: External link] in the Sydney region are Dry Sclerophyll Forests[image: External link], which consist of eucalyptus trees mainly in an open woodland setting, sclerophyll shrubs (typically wattles[image: External link] and banksias[image: External link]) and a semi-continuous grass in the understory[image: External link]. These plants tend to have rough and spiky leaves, as they're grown in areas with low soil fertility[image: External link].[65] Wet sclerophyll forests are found in the damp, elevated areas of Sydney, such as in the northeast[image: External link]. They are defined by straight, tall tree canopies[image: External link] with an elaborate, moist understorey of soft-leaved shrubs, tree ferns[image: External link] and herbs.[66]
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Main article: Climate of Sydney[image: External link]


Under the Köppen–Geiger[image: External link] classification, Sydney has a humid subtropical climate (Cfa)[67] with warm summers, cool winters and uniform rainfall throughout the year.[68] At Sydney's primary weather station at Observatory Hill[image: External link], extreme temperatures have ranged from 45.8 °C (114.4 °F) on 18 January 2013[image: External link] to 2.1 °C (35.8 °F) on 22 June 1932;[69][70] whereas at the Sydney Airport station, extremes have ranged from 46.4 to −0.1 °C (115.5 to 31.8 °F).[71][72] An average of 14.9 days a year have temperatures at or above 30 °C (86 °F) in the CBD.[73] In contrast, the metropolitan area averages between 35 and 65 days, depending on the suburb.[74] The highest minimum temperature recorded at Observatory Hill is 27.6 °C (82 °F), in February 2011 while the lowest maximum temperature is 7.7 °C (46 °F), recorded in July 1868.[73]

The weather is moderated[image: External link] by proximity to the ocean, and more extreme temperatures are recorded in the inland western suburbs.[73] Sydney experiences an urban heat island[image: External link] effect.[75] This makes certain parts of the city more vulnerable to extreme heat.[75] In late spring and summer, temperatures over 35 °C (95 °F) are not uncommon,[76] though hot, dry conditions are usually ended by a southerly buster[image: External link].[77] This powerful storm brings gale[image: External link] winds and rapid fall in temperature, followed by brief heavy rain and thunder[image: External link].[78] Due to the inland location, frost[image: External link] is recorded in Western Sydney[image: External link] a few times in winter. Autumn and spring are the transitional seasons, with spring showing a larger temperature variation than autumn.[79]

The rainfall has a moderate to low variability and it is evenly spread through the months, though is slightly higher during the first half of the year.[73][80] From 1990–1999, Sydney received around 20 thunderstorms[image: External link] per year.[81] In late autumn and winter, east coast lows[image: External link] may bring large amounts of rainfall, especially in the CBD.[82] Depending on the wind direction[image: External link], summer weather may be humid or dry, with the late summer/autumn period having a higher average humidity and dewpoints[image: External link] than late spring/early summer. In summer, most rain falls from thunderstorms and in winter from cold fronts[image: External link].[83] Snowfall was last reported in the Sydney City area in 1836, while a fall of graupel[image: External link], or soft hail, mistaken by many for snow, in July 2008, has raised the possibility that the 1836 event was not snow, either.[84]

The city is rarely affected by cyclones[image: External link], although remnants of ex-cyclones[image: External link] do affect the city. The El Niño–Southern Oscillation plays an important role in determining Sydney's weather patterns: drought[image: External link] and bushfire[image: External link] on the one hand, and storms and flooding on the other, associated with the opposite phases of the oscillation. Many areas of the city bordering bushland[image: External link] have experienced bushfires, these tend to occur during the spring and summer. The city is also prone to severe storms[image: External link]. One such storm was the 1999 hailstorm[image: External link], which produced massive hailstones of at least 9 cm (3.5 in) in diameter.[85]

The Bureau of Meteorology[image: External link] has reported that 2002 through 2005 were the warmest summers in Sydney since records began in 1859.[86] The summer of 2007–08, however, proved to be the coolest since 1996–97 and is the only summer this century to be at or below average in temperatures.[87] In 2009, dry conditions brought a severe dust storm towards eastern Australia[image: External link].[88][89]

The average annual temperature of the sea ranges from 18.5 °C (65.3 °F) in September to 23.7 °C (74.7 °F) in February.[90]
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Climate data for Sydney (Observatory Hill[image: External link])





	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Record high °C (°F)
	45.8

(114.4)
	42.1

(107.8)
	39.8

(103.6)
	34.2

(93.6)
	30.0

(86)
	26.9

(80.4)
	25.9

(78.6)
	31.3

(88.3)
	34.6

(94.3)
	38.2

(100.8)
	41.8

(107.2)
	42.2

(108)
	45.8

(114.4)



	Average high °C (°F)
	26.5

(79.7)
	26.5

(79.7)
	25.4

(77.7)
	23.3

(73.9)
	20.6

(69.1)
	18.0

(64.4)
	17.4

(63.3)
	18.9

(66)
	21.2

(70.2)
	22.8

(73)
	23.8

(74.8)
	25.5

(77.9)
	22.5

(72.5)



	Daily mean °C (°F)
	23.0

(73.4)
	23.1

(73.6)
	21.7

(71.1)
	20.7

(69.3)
	16.5

(61.7)
	13.9

(57)
	13.0

(55.4)
	14.3

(57.7)
	16.6

(61.9)
	18.6

(65.5)
	20.0

(68)
	21.9

(71.4)
	18.5

(65.3)



	Average low °C (°F)
	19.6

(67.3)
	19.7

(67.5)
	18.1

(64.6)
	15.3

(59.5)
	12.5

(54.5)
	9.8

(49.6)
	8.7

(47.7)
	9.7

(49.5)
	12.0

(53.6)
	14.4

(57.9)
	16.3

(61.3)
	18.3

(64.9)
	14.5

(58.1)



	Record low °C (°F)
	10.6

(51.1)
	9.6

(49.3)
	9.3

(48.7)
	7.0

(44.6)
	4.4

(39.9)
	2.1

(35.8)
	2.2

(36)
	2.7

(36.9)
	4.9

(40.8)
	5.7

(42.3)
	7.7

(45.9)
	9.1

(48.4)
	2.1

(35.8)



	Average rainfall mm (inches)
	96.0

(3.78)
	136.6

(5.378)
	109.4

(4.307)
	137.0

(5.394)
	117.6

(4.63)
	117.8

(4.638)
	80.8

(3.181)
	91.8

(3.614)
	69.2

(2.724)
	82.2

(3.236)
	104.8

(4.126)
	79.4

(3.126)
	1,222.7

(48.138)



	Average rainy days
	12.3
	12.9
	13.3
	11.1
	12.2
	10.5
	10.2
	8.4
	8.8
	11.1
	12.7
	11.2
	134.7



	Average afternoon relative humidity[image: External link] (%)
	61
	62
	60
	59
	58
	56
	52
	48
	50
	53
	57
	58
	56.2



	Mean monthly sunshine hours[image: External link]
	235.6
	202.4
	213.9
	207.0
	195.3
	177.0
	204.6
	244.9
	237.0
	244.9
	228.0
	244.9
	2,635.5



	Percent possible sunshine[image: External link]
	53
	54
	56
	61
	59
	60
	65
	72
	66
	61
	55
	55
	59.8



	Source #1: Bureau of Meteorology[91] (1981-2010 averages, records 1861-)



	Source #2: Bureau of Meteorology, Sydney Airport[image: External link] (sunshine hours)[92]






	Climate data for Sydney Airport[image: External link] (Eastern Sydney[image: External link])



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Record high °C (°F)
	46.4

(115.5)
	42.6

(108.7)
	41.2

(106.2)
	35.7

(96.3)
	30.0

(86)
	26.8

(80.2)
	27.0

(80.6)
	31.1

(88)
	35.6

(96.1)
	39.1

(102.4)
	43.4

(110.1)
	43.2

(109.8)
	46.4

(115.5)



	Average high °C (°F)
	26.6

(79.9)
	26.4

(79.5)
	25.3

(77.5)
	22.9

(73.2)
	20.1

(68.2)
	17.6

(63.7)
	17.1

(62.8)
	18.4

(65.1)
	20.6

(69.1)
	22.7

(72.9)
	24.1

(75.4)
	25.8

(78.4)
	22.3

(72.14)



	Average low °C (°F)
	18.9

(66)
	19.1

(66.4)
	17.6

(63.7)
	14.3

(57.7)
	11.0

(51.8)
	8.7

(47.7)
	7.2

(45)
	8.2

(46.8)
	10.5

(50.9)
	13.3

(55.9)
	15.5

(59.9)
	17.6

(63.7)
	13.49

(56.29)



	Record low °C (°F)
	9.7

(49.5)
	11.2

(52.2)
	7.4

(45.3)
	6.1

(43)
	3.0

(37.4)
	1.0

(33.8)
	−0.1

(31.8)
	1.2

(34.2)
	2.3

(36.1)
	4.8

(40.6)
	5.9

(42.6)
	8.2

(46.8)
	−0.1

(31.8)



	Average rainfall mm (inches)
	79.4

(3.126)
	118.4

(4.661)
	88.4

(3.48)
	118.9

(4.681)
	106.2

(4.181)
	100.1

(3.941)
	72.6

(2.858)
	73.7

(2.902)
	61.8

(2.433)
	63.9

(2.516)
	85.1

(3.35)
	73.6

(2.898)
	1,042

(41.024)



	Average rainy days (≥ 0.2mm)
	10.9
	12.1
	12.1
	10.5
	11.8
	10.3
	9.8
	8.1
	8.3
	10.5
	11.7
	10.7
	126.8



	Average afternoon relative humidity[image: External link] (%)
	59
	62
	60
	60
	59
	57
	53
	48
	49
	52
	57
	57
	56.1



	Source #1: Bureau of Meteorology[93] (1981–2010 averages, records 1939–)



	Source #2: [94]






	Climate data for Sydney Olympic Park[image: External link] (Western Sydney[image: External link])



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Record high °C (°F)
	44.7

(112.5)
	41.8

(107.2)
	39.8

(103.6)
	33.2

(91.8)
	28.4

(83.1)
	25.6

(78.1)
	25.1

(77.2)
	27.9

(82.2)
	35.7

(96.3)
	38.4

(101.1)
	42.4

(108.3)
	41.7

(107.1)
	44.7

(112.5)



	Average high °C (°F)
	28.4

(83.1)
	28.1

(82.6)
	26.6

(79.9)
	23.9

(75)
	20.8

(69.4)
	18.3

(64.9)
	17.6

(63.7)
	19.5

(67.1)
	22.5

(72.5)
	24.3

(75.7)
	25.3

(77.5)
	27.4

(81.3)
	23.6

(74.5)



	Average low °C (°F)
	19.3

(66.7)
	19.4

(66.9)
	17.8

(64)
	14.3

(57.7)
	11.2

(52.2)
	8.9

(48)
	7.8

(46)
	8.7

(47.7)
	11.6

(52.9)
	13.7

(56.7)
	15.8

(60.4)
	17.9

(64.2)
	13.9

(57)



	Record low °C (°F)
	12.8

(55)
	12.0

(53.6)
	11.2

(52.2)
	6.8

(44.2)
	5.4

(41.7)
	2.0

(35.6)
	1.7

(35.1)
	3.0

(37.4)
	5.6

(42.1)
	6.8

(44.2)
	7.9

(46.2)
	11.7

(53.1)
	1.7

(35.1)



	Average precipitation[image: External link] mm (inches)
	84.4

(3.323)
	109.8

(4.323)
	66.0

(2.598)
	89.2

(3.512)
	88.2

(3.472)
	75.8

(2.984)
	63.5

(2.5)
	56.7

(2.232)
	52.7

(2.075)
	64.9

(2.555)
	76.2

(3)
	58.0

(2.283)
	885.4

(34.857)



	Average precipitation days (≥ 0.1 mm)
	10.6
	10.1
	11.2
	9.6
	10.7
	10.2
	9.2
	7.8
	8.3
	8.9
	11.7
	9.3
	117.6



	Average afternoon relative humidity[image: External link] (%)
	53
	55
	53
	51
	51
	52
	48
	41
	43
	45
	51
	50
	49.4



	Source: [95]
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See also: Regions of Sydney[image: External link]


There are 15 contiguous regions around Sydney: the CBD or the City of Sydney[image: External link] (which itself contains 33 suburbs)[96], Canterbury-Bankstown[image: External link], the Eastern Suburbs[image: External link], the Forest District[image: External link], Greater Western Sydney[image: External link], the Hills District[image: External link], the Inner West[image: External link], Macarthur[image: External link], the Northern Beaches[image: External link], the Northern Suburbs[image: External link], the North Shore[image: External link], Southern Sydney[image: External link], St George[image: External link], Sutherland Shire[image: External link], and Western Sydney. The largest commercial centres outside of the CBD are North Sydney[image: External link] and Chatswood[image: External link] in the north, Parramatta[image: External link] to the west, Liverpool[image: External link] and Bankstown in the south-west, Hurstville[image: External link] in the south, and Bondi Junction[image: External link] to the east.[97] There has been accelerating commercial development in Parramatta since the 1950s as firms serving Western Sydney have set up regional offices and recognised the region's significant residential population mass and cheaper rents.[98]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
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The CBD itself extends about 3 kilometres (1.9 miles) south from Sydney Cove. It is bordered by Farm Cove within the Royal Botanic Garden to the east and Darling Harbour[image: External link] to the west. Suburbs surrounding the CBD include Woolloomooloo[image: External link] and Potts Point[image: External link] to the east, Surry Hills[image: External link] and Darlinghurst[image: External link] to the south, Pyrmont[image: External link] and Ultimo[image: External link] to the west, and Millers Point[image: External link] and The Rocks[image: External link] to the north. Most of these suburbs measure less than 1 square kilometre (0.4 square miles) in area. The Sydney central business district is characterised by considerably narrow streets and thoroughfares, created in its convict beginnings in the 18th century.[99]

Several localities, distinct from suburbs, exist throughout Sydney's inner reaches. Central[image: External link] and Circular Quay[image: External link] are transport hubs with ferry, rail, and bus interchanges. Chinatown[image: External link], Darling Harbour, and Kings Cross[image: External link] are important locations for culture, tourism, and recreation. The Strand Arcade[image: External link], which is located between between Pitt Street Mall[image: External link] and George Street[image: External link], is a historical Victorian-style[image: External link] shopping arcade[image: External link]. Opened on 1 April 1892, its shop fronts are an exact replica of the original internal shopping facades.[100]

There is a long trend of gentrification[image: External link] amongst Sydney's inner suburbs. Pyrmont located on the harbour was redeveloped from a centre of shipping and international trade to an area of high density housing[image: External link], tourist accommodation, and gambling.[101] Originally located well outside of the city, Darlinghurst is the location of a former gaol[image: External link], manufacturing, and mixed housing. It had a period when it was known as an area of prostitution[image: External link]. The terrace style housing has largely been retained and Darlinghurst has undergone significant gentrification since the 1980s.[102][103][104]

Green Square[image: External link] is a former industrial area of Waterloo[image: External link] which is undergoing urban renewal worth $8 billion. On the city harbour edge the historic suburb and wharves of Millers Point are being built up as the new area of Barangaroo[image: External link]. The Millers Point/Barangaroo development has significant controversy regardless of the $6 billion worth of economic activity it is generating.[105][106] The suburb of Paddington[image: External link] is a well known suburb for its streets of restored terrace houses[image: External link], Victoria Barracks[image: External link], and shopping including the weekly Oxford Street markets.[107]

The inner western[image: External link] suburbs include Balmain[image: External link], which was once a working class industrial and mining town but has undergone extensive gentrification,[108] and Ashfield[image: External link], which has urban density[image: External link] relatively high for Australia. The main shopping strip of the inner-west suburb Newtown[image: External link], which is centred in King Street[image: External link], is the longest and most complete commercial precinct of the late Victorian[image: External link] and Federation[image: External link] period in Australia.[109]
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Vaucluse[image: External link] in the eastern suburbs is amongst Australia's most affluent addresses. Neighbouring suburb Point Piper[image: External link] contains Wolseley Road, the ninth most expensive street in the world.[110] Coogee[image: External link] and Bondi[image: External link], both known for tourism and recreation, are also found in the Eastern Suburbs.[111] Bondi Junction[image: External link], Sydney's fifth largest business district behind the CBD itself, North Sydney, Parramatta and Chatswood, is a largely commercial area which has undergone many changes since the late 20th century.

The Kurnell peninsula[image: External link], near Botany Bay[image: External link], is the site of the first landfall on the eastern coastline made by Lt. (later Captain) James Cook in 1770. La Perouse[image: External link], a historic suburb named after the French navigator Jean-François de Galaup, comte de Lapérouse[image: External link] (1741–88), is notable for its old military outpost at Bare Island[image: External link] and the Botany Bay National Park[image: External link]. The suburb of Cronulla[image: External link] in southeastern Sydney[image: External link] is close to Royal National Park[image: External link], Australia's oldest national park. Hurstville, a large suburb with a multitude of commercial buildings and high-rise residential buildings dominating the skyline, has become a central business district for the southern suburbs.[112]
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 Northern suburbs




Because 'Northern Suburbs[image: External link]' is not a clearly defined region (although having a clearly differently defined lifestyle[image: External link] and social groups over the north shore region), 'Northern Suburbs' may also include the suburbs in the Upper North Shore, Lower North Shore[image: External link] and even the Northern Beaches[image: External link].

The Northern Suburbs include several landmarks–Macquarie University[image: External link], Gladesville Bridge[image: External link], Ryde Bridge[image: External link], Macquarie Centre[image: External link] and Westfield Hornsby[image: External link]. This area includes suburbs in the local government areas[image: External link] of Hornsby Shire[image: External link], City of Ryde[image: External link] and the City of Parramatta[image: External link].

The North Shore[image: External link], an informal geographic term referring to the northern metropolitan area of Sydney, consists of Artarmon[image: External link], Chatswood, Roseville[image: External link], Lindfield[image: External link], Killara[image: External link], Gordon[image: External link], Pymble[image: External link], Hornsby[image: External link] and many others. The North Shore, an upper middle class[image: External link] area, has one of the highest property prices in Sydney with the recent property price inflation sending the average property prices in suburbs such as Roseville[image: External link],[113] Lindfield[image: External link], Killara[image: External link][114] and Gordon[image: External link] over 2 million dollars.

The North Shore includes the commercial centres of North Sydney[image: External link] and Chatswood. North Sydney itself consists of a large commercial centre, with its own business centre, which contains the second largest concentration of high-rise buildings in Sydney, after the CBD. North Sydney is dominated by advertising, marketing businesses and associated trades, with many large corporations holding office in the region.

The Lower North Shore usually refers to the suburbs adjacent to the harbour such as Neutral Bay[image: External link], Waverton[image: External link], Mosman[image: External link], Cremorne[image: External link], Cremorne Point[image: External link], Lavender Bay[image: External link], Milsons Point[image: External link], Cammeray[image: External link], Northbridge[image: External link], and North Sydney. The Lower North Shore's eastern boundary is Middle Harbour[image: External link], or at the Roseville Bridge[image: External link] at Castle Cove[image: External link] and Roseville Chase[image: External link]. The Upper North Shore usually refers to the suburbs between Chatswood and Hornsby[image: External link]. It is made up of suburbs located within Ku-ring-gai[image: External link] and Hornsby Shire[image: External link] councils.

The Northern Beaches area includes Manly[image: External link] one of Sydney's most popular holiday destinations for much of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. The Northern Beaches area extends south to the entrance of Port Jackson (Sydney Harbour), west to Middle Harbour[image: External link] and north to the entrance of Broken Bay[image: External link]. The 2011 Australian census found the Northern Beaches to be the most white[image: External link] and mono-ethnic[image: External link] district in Australia, contrasting with its more-diverse neighbours, the North Shore and the Central Coast[image: External link].[115]
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The greater western suburbs[image: External link] encompasses the areas of Parramatta, the sixth largest business district in Australia,[116] Bankstown[image: External link], Liverpool, Penrith[image: External link], and Fairfield[image: External link]. Covering 5,800 square kilometres (2,200 sq mi) and having an estimated resident population as at 30 June 2008 of 1,665,673, western Sydney has the most multicultural suburbs[image: External link] in the country. The population is predominantly of a working class[image: External link] background, with major employment in the heavy industries[image: External link] and vocational[image: External link] trade.[117]

The western suburb of Prospect[image: External link], in the City of Blacktown[image: External link], is home to Wet'n'Wild[image: External link], a water park[image: External link] operated by Village Roadshow Theme Parks[image: External link].[118] Auburn Botanic Gardens[image: External link], a botanical garden situated in Auburn[image: External link], attracts thousands of visitors each year, including a significant number from outside Australia.[119] The greater west also includes Sydney Olympic Park[image: External link], a suburb created to host the 2000 Summer Olympics, and Sydney Motorsport Park[image: External link], a motorsport[image: External link] circuit[image: External link] located in Eastern Creek[image: External link].[120]

To the northwest, Featherdale Wildlife Park[image: External link], an Australian zoo in Doonside[image: External link], near Blacktown[image: External link], is a major tourist attraction[image: External link], not just for Western Sydney, but for NSW and Australia.[121] Westfield Parramatta[image: External link] in Parramatta is Australia's busiest Westfield shopping centre, having 28.7 million customer visits per annum.[122]

Further to the south west is the region of Macarthur and the city of Campbelltown[image: External link], a significant population centre until the 1990s considered a region separate to Sydney proper. Macarthur Square[image: External link], a shopping complex in Campbelltown, become one of the largest shopping complexes in Sydney.[123]
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See also: Architecture of Sydney[image: External link], List of heritage houses in Sydney[image: External link], and List of tallest buildings in Sydney[image: External link]


The earliest structures in the colony were built to the bare minimum of standards. Upon his appointment, Governor Lachlan Macquarie set ambitious targets for the architectural design of new construction projects. The city now has a world heritage listed building, several national heritage listed buildings, and dozens of Commonwealth heritage listed buildings as evidence of the survival of Macquarie's ideals.[124][125][126]

In 1814 the Governor called on a convict named Francis Greenway[image: External link] to design Macquarie Lighthouse[image: External link].[127] The lighthouse and its Classical[image: External link] design earned Greenway a pardon from Macquarie in 1818 and introduced a culture of refined architecture that remains to this day.[128] Greenway went on to design the Hyde Park Barracks[image: External link] in 1819 and the Georgian[image: External link] style St James's Church[image: External link] in 1824.[129][130] Gothic-inspired architecture[image: External link] became more popular from the 1830s. John Verge[image: External link]'s Elizabeth Bay House[image: External link] and St Philip's Church[image: External link] of 1856 were built in Gothic Revival[image: External link] style along with Edward Blore[image: External link]'s Government House[image: External link] of 1845.[131][132] Kirribilli House, completed in 1858, and St Andrew's Cathedral, Australia's oldest cathedral,[133] are rare examples of Victorian Gothic[image: External link] construction.[131][134]

From the late 1850s there was a shift towards Classical architecture. Mortimer Lewis[image: External link] designed the Australian Museum in 1857.[135] The General Post Office[image: External link], completed in 1891 in Victorian Free Classical[image: External link] style, was designed by James Barnet[image: External link].[136] Barnet also oversaw the 1883 reconstruction of Greenway's Macquarie Lighthouse.[127][128] Customs House[image: External link] was built in 1844 to the specifications of Lewis, with additions from Barnet in 1887 and W L Vernon in 1899.[137] The neo-Classical and French Second Empire[image: External link] style Town Hall[image: External link] was completed in 1889.[138][139] Romanesque[image: External link] designs gained favour amongst Sydney's architects from the early 1890s. Sydney Technical College[image: External link] was completed in 1893 using both Romanesque Revival and Queen Anne[image: External link] approaches.[140] The Queen Victoria Building[image: External link] was designed in Romanesque Revival fashion by George McRae[image: External link] and completed in 1898.[141] It was built on the site of the Sydney Central Markets and accommodates 200 shops across its three storeys.[142]

The Great Depression had a tangible influence on Sydney's architecture. New structures became more restrained with far less ornamentation than was common before the 1930s. The most notable architectural feat of this period is the Harbour Bridge. Its steel arch was designed by John Jacob Crew Bradfield[image: External link] and completed in 1932. A total of 39,000 tonnes of structural steel span the 503 metres (1,650 feet) between Milsons Point and Dawes Point[image: External link].[51][143]

Modern[image: External link] and International architecture[image: External link] came to Sydney from the 1940s. Since its completion in 1973 the city's Opera House has become a World Heritage Site and one of the world's most renowned pieces of Modern design. It was conceived by Jørn Utzon[image: External link] with contributions from Peter Hall, Lionel Todd, and David Littlemore. Utzon was awarded the Pritzker Prize[image: External link] in 2003 for his work on the Opera House.[144] Sydney is home to Australia's first building by renowned Canadian architect Frank Gehry[image: External link], the Dr Chau Chak Wing Building[image: External link] (2015), based on the design of a tree house[image: External link]. An entrance from The Goods Line[image: External link]–a pedestrian pathway and former railway line–is located on the eastern border of the site.

Sydney's first tower was Culwulla Chambers on the corner of King Street and Castlereagh Street which topped out at 50 metres (160 feet). With the lifting of height restrictions in the 1960s there came a surge of high-rise construction.[145] Acclaimed architects such as Jean Nouvel[image: External link], Harry Seidler[image: External link], Richard Rogers[image: External link], Renzo Piano[image: External link], Norman Foster[image: External link], and Frank Gehry[image: External link] have each made their own contribution to the city's skyline.

Important buildings in the CBD include Citigroup Centre[image: External link],[146] Aurora Place[image: External link],[147] Chifley Tower[image: External link],[148][149] the Reserve Bank building,[150] Deutsche Bank Place[image: External link],[151] MLC Centre[image: External link],[152] and Capita Centre[image: External link].[153] The tallest structure is Sydney Tower[image: External link], designed by Donald Crone and completed in 1981.[154] Regulations limit new buildings to a height of 235 metres (771 feet) due to the proximity of Sydney Airport[image: External link], although strict restrictions employed in the early 2000s have slowly been relaxed in the past ten years.
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 Housing




Sydney real estate prices are some of the most expensive in the world, surpassing both New York City and Paris.[155][156] There were 1.5 million dwellings in Sydney in 2006 including 940,000 detached houses and 180,000 semi-detached terrace houses.[157] Units or apartments make up 25.8% of Sydney's dwellings, more than the 12.8% which are semi-detached but less than the 60.9% which are separate houses.[158] Whilst terrace houses[image: External link] are common in the inner city areas, it is detached houses that dominate the landscape in the outer suburbs.

About 80% of all dwellings in Western Sydney are separate houses.[157] Due to environmental and economic pressures there has been a noted trend towards denser housing. There was a 30% increase in the number of apartments in Sydney between 1996 and 2006.[157] Public housing in Sydney is managed by the Government of New South Wales[image: External link].[159] Suburbs with large concentrations of public housing include Claymore[image: External link], Macquarie Fields[image: External link], Waterloo[image: External link], and Mount Druitt[image: External link]. The Government has announced plans to sell nearly 300 historic public housing properties in the harbourside neighbourhoods of Millers Point, Gloucester Street, and The Rocks.[160]

Sydney is one of the most expensive real estate markets globally. It is only second to Hong Kong with the average property costing 14 times the annual Sydney Salary as of December 2016.[161] A range of heritage housing styles can be found throughout Sydney. Terrace houses are found in the inner suburbs such as Paddington, The Rocks, Potts Point and Balmain–many of which have been the subject of gentrification[image: External link].[162][163] These terraces, particularly those in suburbs such as The Rocks, were historically home to Sydney's miners and labourers. In the present day, terrace houses now make up some of the most valuable real estate in the city.[164]

Federation[image: External link] homes, constructed around the time of Federation in 1901, are located in Penshurst[image: External link], Turramurra[image: External link], and in Haberfield[image: External link]. Haberfield is known as "The Federation Suburb" due to the extensive number of Federation homes. Workers cottages are found in Surry Hills, Redfern[image: External link], and Balmain. California bungalows[image: External link] are common in Ashfield[image: External link], Concord[image: External link], and Beecroft[image: External link]. Modern, ' McMansion[image: External link]'-type of homes are predominantly found in the outer suburbs, such as in, Stanhope Gardens[image: External link], Kellyville Ridge[image: External link] and Bella Vista[image: External link] to the northwest, Bossley Park[image: External link]. Abbotsbury[image: External link] and Cecil Hills[image: External link] to the greater west, and Hoxton Park[image: External link], Harrington Park[image: External link] and Oran Park[image: External link] to the southwest.[165]
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 Parks and open spaces




The Royal Botanic Garden[image: External link] is the most important green space in the Sydney region, hosting both scientific and leisure activities.[166] There are 15 separate parks under the administration of the City of Sydney.[167] Parks within the city centre include Hyde Park[image: External link], The Domain[image: External link] and Prince Alfred Park.

The outer suburbs include Centennial Park[image: External link] and Moore Park[image: External link] in the east, Sydney Park[image: External link] and Royal National Park in the south, Ku-ring-gai Chase National Park[image: External link] in the north, and the Western Sydney Parklands[image: External link] in the west. The Royal National Park was proclaimed on 26 April 1879 and with 13,200 hectares (51 square miles) is the second oldest national park in the world.[168] The largest park in the Sydney metropolitan region is Ku-ring-gai Chase National Park, established in 1894 with an area of 15,400 hectares (59 square miles).[169] It is regarded for its well-preserved records of indigenous habitation and more than 800 rock engravings, cave drawings and middens have been located in the park.[170]

The area now known as The Domain was set aside by Governor Arthur Phillip in 1788 as his private reserve.[171] Under the orders of Macquarie the land to the immediate north of The Domain became the Royal Botanic Garden in 1816. This makes them the oldest botanic garden in Australia.[171] The Gardens are not just a place for exploration and relaxation, but also for scientific research with herbarium collections, a library and laboratories.[172] The two parks have a total area of 64 hectares (0.2 square miles) with 8,900 individual plant species and receive over 3.5 million annual visits.[173]

To the south of The Domain is Hyde Park. It is the oldest public parkland in Australia and measures 16.2 hectares (0.1 square miles) in area.[174] Its location was used for both relaxation and the grazing of animals from the earliest days of the colony.[175] Macquarie dedicated it in 1810 for the "recreation and amusement of the inhabitants of the town" and named it in honour of the original Hyde Park[image: External link] in London[image: External link].
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 Economy




Main article: Economy of Sydney[image: External link]


Researchers from Loughborough University[image: External link] have ranked Sydney amongst the top ten world cities that are highly integrated into the global economy.[176] The Global Economic Power Index ranks Sydney number eleven in the world.[177] The Global Cities Index recognises it as number fourteen in the world based on global engagement.[178]

The prevailing economic theory in effect during early colonial days was mercantilism[image: External link], as it was throughout most of Western Europe[image: External link].[179] The economy struggled at first due to difficulties in cultivating the land and the lack of a stable monetary system. Governor Lachlan Macquarie solved the second problem by creating two coins[image: External link] from every Spanish silver dollar[image: External link] in circulation.[179] The economy was clearly capitalist[image: External link] in nature by the 1840s as the proportion of free settlers increased, the maritime and wool industries flourished, and the powers of the East India Company[image: External link] were curtailed.[179]

Wheat, gold, and other minerals became additional export industries towards the end of the 1800s.[179] Significant capital began to flow into the city from the 1870s to finance roads, railways, bridges, docks, courthouses, schools and hospitals. Protectionist[image: External link] policies after federation allowed for the creation of a manufacturing industry which became the city's largest employer by the 1920s.[179] These same policies helped to relieve the effects of the Great Depression during which the unemployment rate in New South Wales reached as high as 32%.[179] From the 1960s onwards Parramatta gained recognition as the city's second central business district and finance and tourism became major industries and sources of employment.[179]

Sydney's nominal gross regional product was 400.9 billion and $80,000 per capita[180] in 2015.[22][24] The Financial and Insurance Services industry accounts for 18.1% of gross product and is ahead of Professional Services with 9% and Manufacturing with 7.2%. In addition to Financial Services and Tourism, the Creative and Technology sectors are focus industries for the City of Sydney and represented 9% and 11% of its economic output in 2012.[181][182]
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 Corporate citizens




There were 451,000 businesses based in Sydney in 2011, including 48% of the top 500 companies in Australia and two-thirds of the regional headquarters of multinational corporations.[183] Global companies are attracted to the city in part because its time zone spans the closing of business in North America and the opening of business in Europe. Most foreign companies in Sydney maintain significant sales and service functions but comparably less production, research, and development capabilities.[184] There are 283 multinational companies with regional offices in Sydney.[185]
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 Domestic economics




Sydney has been ranked between the fifteenth and the fifth most expensive city in the world and is the most expensive city in Australia.[187] To compensate, workers receive the seventh highest wage levels of any city in the world.[187] Sydney's residents possess the highest purchasing power of any city after Zürich[image: External link].[187] Working residents of Sydney work an average of 1,846 hours per annum with 15 days of leave.[187]

The labour force of Sydney in 2011 was 2,188,854 with a participation rate of 61.7%.[188] It was made up of 62.1% full-time workers, 26.7% part-time workers, and 5.7% unemployed individuals.[158][189] The largest reported occupations are professionals, clerical and administrative workers, managers, technicians, trades workers, and sales workers.[158] The largest industries by employment across Sydney are Health Care and Social Assistance with 10.9%, Retail with 9.8%, Professional Services with 9.6%, Manufacturing with 8.5%, Education and Training with 7.6%, Construction with 7.1%, and Financial and Insurance Services with 6.6%.[3] The Professional Services and Financial and Insurance Services industries account for 26.9% of employment within the City of Sydney.[190]

62.8% of working age residents had a total weekly income of less than $1,000 and 29.1% had a total weekly income of $1,000 or more.[3] The median weekly income for the same period was $619 for individuals, $2,302 for families without children and $2,537 for families with children.[158]

Unemployment in the City of Sydney averaged 4.6% for the decade to 2013, much lower than the current rate of unemployment in Western Sydney of 7.3%.[24][191] Western Sydney continues to struggle to create jobs to meet its population growth despite the development of commercial centres like Parramatta. Each day about 200,000 commuters travel from Western Sydney to the central business district and suburbs in the east and north of the city.[191]

Home ownership in Sydney was less common than renting prior to the Second World War but this trend has since reversed.[157] Median house prices have increased by an average of 8.6% per annum since 1970.[192][193] The median house price in Sydney in March 2014 was $630,000.[194] The primary cause for rising prices is the increasing cost of land which made up 32% of house prices in 1977 compared to 60% in 2002.[157] 31.6% of dwellings in Sydney are rented, 30.4% are owned outright and 34.8% are owned with a mortgage.[158] 11.8% of mortgagees in 2011 had monthly loan repayments of less than $1,000 and 82.9% had monthly repayments of $1,000 or more.[3] 44.9% of renters for the same period had weekly rent of less than $350 whilst 51.7% had weekly rent of $350 or more. The median weekly rent in Sydney is $450.[3]
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 Financial services




Macquarie gave a charter in 1817 to form the first bank in Australia, the Bank of New South Wales[image: External link].[195] New private banks opened throughout the 1800s but the financial system was unstable. Bank collapses were a frequent occurrence and a crisis point was reached in 1893 when 12 banks failed.[195]

The Bank of New South Wales exists to this day as Westpac[image: External link].[196] The Commonwealth Bank of Australia was formed in Sydney in 1911 and began to issue notes backed by the resources of the nation. It was replaced in this role in 1959 by the Reserve Bank of Australia which is also based in Sydney.[195] The Australian Securities Exchange began operating in 1987 and with a market capitalisation of $1.6 trillion is now one of the ten largest exchanges in the world.[197]

The Financial and Insurance Services industry now constitutes 43% of the economic product of the City of Sydney.[23] Sydney makes up half of Australia's finance sector and has been promoted by consecutive Commonwealth Governments as Asia Pacific[image: External link]'s leading financial centre.[25][26] Structured finance[image: External link] was pioneered in Sydney and the city is a leading hub for asset management[image: External link] firms.[198]

In 1985 the Federal Government granted 16 banking licences to foreign banks and now 40 of the 43 foreign banks operating in Australia are based in Sydney, including the People's Bank of China[image: External link], Bank of America[image: External link], Citigroup[image: External link], UBS[image: External link], Mizuho Bank[image: External link], Bank of China[image: External link], Banco Santander[image: External link], Credit Suisse[image: External link], State Street[image: External link], HSBC[image: External link], Deutsche Bank[image: External link], Barclays[image: External link], Royal Bank of Canada[image: External link], Société Générale[image: External link], Royal Bank of Scotland[image: External link], Sumitomo Mitsui[image: External link], ING Group[image: External link], BNP Paribas[image: External link], and Investec[image: External link].[23][195][199][200]
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 Manufacturing




Sydney has been a manufacturing city since the protectionist policies of the 1920s. By 1961 the industry accounted for 39% of all employment and by 1970 over 30% of all Australian manufacturing jobs were in Sydney.[201] Its status has declined in more recent decades, making up 12.6% of employment in 2001 and 8.5% in 2011.[3][201] Between 1970 and 1985 there was a loss of 180,000 manufacturing jobs.[201] The city is still the largest manufacturing centre in Australia. Its manufacturing output of $21.7 billion in 2013 was greater than that of Melbourne with $18.9 billion.[202] Observers have noted Sydney's focus on the domestic market and high-tech manufacturing as reasons for its resilience against the high Australian dollar[image: External link] of the early 2010s.[202]
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 Tourism and international education




Main article: Tourism in Sydney[image: External link]


Sydney is a gateway to Australia for many international visitors. It has hosted over 2.8 million international visitors in 2013, or nearly half of all international visits to Australia. These visitors spent 59 million nights in the city and a total of $5.9 billion.[28] The countries of origin in descending order were China, New Zealand, the United Kingdom, the United States, South Korea, Japan, Singapore, Germany, Hong Kong, and India.[203]

The city also received 8.3 million domestic overnight visitors in 2013 who spent a total of $6 billion.[203] 26,700 workers in the City of Sydney were directly employed by tourism in 2011.[204] There were 480,000 visitors and 27,500 people staying overnight each day in 2012.[204] On average, the tourism industry contributes $36 million to the city's economy per day.[204]

Popular destinations include the Sydney Opera House, the Sydney Harbour Bridge, Watsons Bay[image: External link], The Rocks[image: External link], Sydney Tower[image: External link], Darling Harbour[image: External link], the Royal Botanic Garden, the Royal National Park, the Australian Museum, the Museum of Contemporary Art[image: External link], the Art Gallery of New South Wales, the Queen Victoria Building[image: External link], Sea Life Sydney Aquarium[image: External link], Taronga Zoo, Bondi Beach, the Blue Mountains, and Sydney Olympic Park.[205]

Major developmental projects designed to increase Sydney's tourism sector include a casino and hotel[image: External link] at Barangaroo and the redevelopment of East Darling Harbour[image: External link], which involves a new exhibition and convention centre[image: External link] that will become Australia's largest upon completion.[206][207][208]

Sydney is the highest ranking city in the world for international students. More than 50,000 international students study at the city's universities and a further 50,000 study at its vocational[image: External link] and English language schools.[178][209] International education contributes $1.6 billion to the local economy and creates demand for 4,000 local jobs each year.[210]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Demographics













Main article: Demographics of Sydney[image: External link]


The population of Sydney in 1788 was less than 1,000.[212] With convict transportation it tripled in ten years to 2,953.[213] For each decade since 1961 the population has increased by more than 250,000.[214] Sydney's population at the time of the 2011 census was 4,391,674.[158] It has been forecasted that the population will grow to between 8 and 8.5 million by 2061.[215] Despite this increase, the Australian Bureau of Statistics predicts that Melbourne will replace Sydney as Australia's most populous city by 2053.[216] The four most densely populated suburbs in Australia are located in Sydney with each having more than 13,000 residents per square kilometre (33,700 residents per square mile).[217]

The median age of Sydney residents is 36 and 12.9% of people are 65 or older.[158] The married population accounts for 49.7% of Sydney whilst 34.7% of people have never been married.[158] 48.9% of couples have children and 33.5% of couples do not.[158] 32.5% of people in Sydney speak a language other than English at home with Arabic, Mandarin[image: External link], Cantonese, Vietnamese[image: External link] and Greek the most widely spoken.[15][158]

There were 54,746 people of indigenous heritage living in Sydney in 2011.[158] Most immigrants to Sydney between 1840 and 1930 were British[image: External link], Irish or Chinese. There were significant clusters of people based on nationality or religion throughout the history of Sydney development. In the early 20th century Irish people were centred in Surry Hills, the Scottish in Paddington.

The mass migration following the Second World War has seen further ethnic groups establish. Such ethnic groups include, but are not limited to, Dutch,[219] Sri Lankan[image: External link],[220] Indian,[221] Assyrian[image: External link],[222][223][224] Turkish[image: External link],[225][226] Thai[image: External link],[227] Russian[image: External link], Vietnamese[image: External link], Filipino[image: External link], Korean[image: External link], Greek, Lebanese[image: External link], Italian, Jewish[image: External link], Polish[image: External link], German, Serbian[image: External link], Macedonian[image: External link], and Maltese[image: External link] communities.[212] As of the 2011 census night there were 1,503,620 people living in Sydney that were born overseas, accounting for 42.5% of the population of the City of Sydney and 34.2% of the population of Sydney, the seventh greatest proportion of any city in the world.[3][228][229]

Sydney's largest ancestry groups are English[image: External link], Australian, Irish, Chinese and Scottish.[158] Foreign countries of birth with the greatest representation are England, China, India, New Zealand and Vietnam.[158] The concentration of immigrants in Sydney, relative to the rest of Australia (excluding Melbourne), make it the exception rather than the norm on having such a high foreign born population.
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 Culture




Main article: Culture of Sydney[image: External link]
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 Science, art, and history




The Australian Museum opened in Sydney in 1857 with the purpose of collecting and displaying the natural wealth of the colony.[230] It remains Australia's oldest natural history museum. In 1995 the Museum of Sydney[image: External link] opened on the site of the first Government House[image: External link]. It recounts the story of the city's development.[231] Other museums based in Sydney include the Powerhouse Museum[image: External link] and the Australian National Maritime Museum[image: External link].[232][233]

In 1866 then Queen Victoria[image: External link] gave her assent to the formation of the Royal Society of New South Wales[image: External link]. The Society exists "for the encouragement of studies and investigations in science, art, literature, and philosophy". It is based in a terrace house in Darlington[image: External link] owned by the University of Sydney[image: External link].[234] The Sydney Observatory[image: External link] building was constructed in 1859 and used for astronomy and meteorology research until 1982 before being converted into a museum.[235]

The Museum of Contemporary Art[image: External link] was opened in 1991 and occupies an Art Deco[image: External link] building in Circular Quay[image: External link]. Its collection was founded in the 1940s by artist and art collector John Power and has been maintained by the University of Sydney.[237] Sydney's other significant art institution is the Art Gallery of New South Wales which coordinates the coveted Archibald Prize[image: External link] for portraiture.[238] Contemporary art galleries are found in Waterloo[image: External link], Surry Hills[image: External link], Darlinghurst, Paddington[image: External link], Chippendale[image: External link], Newtown[image: External link], and Woollahra[image: External link].
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 Entertainment




Sydney's first commercial theatre opened in 1832 and nine more had commenced performances by the late 1920s. The live medium lost much of its popularity to cinema during the Great Depression before experiencing a revival after World War II.[239] Prominent theatres in the city today include State Theatre[image: External link], Theatre Royal[image: External link], Sydney Theatre[image: External link], The Wharf Theatre[image: External link], and Capitol Theatre[image: External link]. Sydney Theatre Company[image: External link] maintains a roster of local, classical, and international plays. It occasionally features Australian theatre icons such as David Williamson, Hugo Weaving[image: External link], and Geoffrey Rush. The city's other prominent theatre companies are New Theatre[image: External link], Belvoir[image: External link], and Griffin Theatre Company[image: External link].

The Sydney Opera House is the home of Opera Australia and Sydney Symphony[image: External link]. It has staged over 100,000 performances and received 100 million visitors since opening in 1973.[144] Two other important performance venues in Sydney are Town Hall[image: External link] and the City Recital Hall[image: External link]. The Sydney Conservatorium of Music[image: External link] is located adjacent to the Royal Botanic Garden and serves the Australian music community through education and its biannual Australian Music Examinations Board[image: External link] exams.[240]

Filmmaking in Sydney was quite prolific until the 1920s when spoken films were introduced and American productions gained dominance in Australian cinema.[241] Fox Studios Australia[image: External link] commenced production in Sydney in 1998. Successful films shot in Sydney since then include The Matrix[image: External link], Mission: Impossible II[image: External link], Moulin Rouge![image: External link], Australia[image: External link], and The Great Gatsby[image: External link]. The National Institute of Dramatic Art[image: External link] is based in Sydney and has several famous alumni such as Mel Gibson[image: External link], Judy Davis[image: External link], Baz Luhrmann[image: External link], and Cate Blanchett.[242]

Sydney is the host of several festivals throughout the year. The city's New Year's Eve[image: External link] celebrations are the largest in Australia.[243] The Royal Easter Show[image: External link] is held every year at Sydney Olympic Park. Sydney Festival[image: External link] is Australia's largest arts festival.[244] Big Day Out[image: External link] is a travelling rock music festival that originated in Sydney. The city's two largest film festivals are Sydney Film Festival[image: External link] and Tropfest[image: External link]. Vivid Sydney[image: External link] is an annual outdoor exhibition of art installations, light projections, and music.

In 2015, Sydney was ranked 15th for being the top fashion capitals[image: External link] in the world.[245] It hosts the Australian Fashion Week[image: External link] in autumn. The Sydney Mardi Gras[image: External link] has commenced each February since 1979. Sydney's Chinatown[image: External link] has had numerous locations since the 1850s. It moved from George Street to Campbell Street to its current setting in Dixon Street in 1980.[246] The Spanish Quarter is based in Liverpool Street whilst Little Italy is located in Stanley Street.[179] Popular nightspots are found at Kings Cross[image: External link], Oxford Street[image: External link], Circular Quay[image: External link], and The Rocks[image: External link]. The Star[image: External link] is the city's only casino and is situated around Darling Harbour[image: External link].
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 Religion




The indigenous people of Sydney held totemic beliefs known as "dreamings". Governor Lachlan Macquarie made an effort to found a culture of formal religion throughout the early settlement and ordered the construction of churches such as St Matthew's, St Luke's, St James's, and St Andrew's.[247] These and other religious institutions have contributed to the education and health of Sydney's residents over time. 28.3% identify themselves as Catholic[image: External link], whilst 17.6% practice no religion, 16.1% are Anglican, 4.7% are Muslim, 4.2% are Eastern Orthodox[image: External link], 4.1% are Buddhist, 2.6% are Hindu, and 0.9% are Jewish.[3][158]
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 Sport and outdoor activities




Sydney's earliest migrants brought with them a passion for sport but were restricted by the lack of facilities and equipment. The first organised sports were boxing, wrestling, and horse racing from 1810 in Hyde Park[image: External link].[248] Horse racing remains popular to this day and events such as the Golden Slipper Stakes[image: External link] attract widespread attention. The first cricket club was formed in 1826 and matches were played within Hyde Park throughout the 1830s and 1840s.[248] Cricket is a favoured sport in summer and big matches have been held at the Sydney Cricket Ground[image: External link] since 1878. The New South Wales Blues[image: External link] compete in the Sheffield Shield[image: External link] league and the Sydney Sixers[image: External link] and Sydney Thunder[image: External link] contest the national Big Bash[image: External link] Twenty20 competition.

Rugby was played from 1865 as sport in general gained more popularity and better organisation. One-tenth of the colony attended a New South Wales versus New Zealand rugby match in 1907.[248] Rugby league separated from rugby union in 1908. The New South Wales Waratahs[image: External link] contest the Super Rugby[image: External link] competition. The national Wallabies[image: External link] rugby union team competes in Sydney in international matches such as the Bledisloe Cup[image: External link], Rugby Championship[image: External link], and World Cup[image: External link]. Sydney is home to nine of the sixteen teams in the National Rugby League[image: External link] competition: Canterbury-Bankstown Bulldogs[image: External link], Cronulla-Sutherland Sharks[image: External link], Manly Sea Eagles[image: External link], Penrith Panthers[image: External link], Parramatta Eels[image: External link], South Sydney Rabbitohs[image: External link], St George Illawarra Dragons[image: External link], Sydney Roosters[image: External link], and Wests Tigers[image: External link]. New South Wales[image: External link] contests the annual State of Origin series against Queensland[image: External link].

Sydney FC[image: External link] and the Western Sydney Wanderers[image: External link] compete in the A-League[image: External link] (men's) and W-League[image: External link] (women's) soccer competitions and Sydney frequently hosts matches for the Australian national men's team, the Socceroos[image: External link]. The Sydney Swans[image: External link] and Greater Western Sydney Giants[image: External link] are local Australian rules football clubs that play in the Australian Football League[image: External link]. The Giants also compete in AFL Women's[image: External link]. The Sydney Kings[image: External link] compete in the National Basketball League[image: External link]. The Sydney Uni Flames[image: External link] play in the Women's National Basketball League[image: External link]. The Sydney Blue Sox[image: External link] contest the Australian Baseball League[image: External link]. The Waratahs[image: External link] are a member of the Australian Hockey League[image: External link]. The Sydney Bears[image: External link] and Sydney Ice Dogs[image: External link] play in the Australian Ice Hockey League[image: External link]. The Swifts[image: External link] are competitors in the national women's netball league.

Women were first allowed to participate in recreational swimming when separate baths were opened at Woolloomooloo Bay[image: External link] in the 1830s. From being illegal at the beginning of the century, sea bathing gained immense popularity during the early 1900s and the first surf lifesaving club was established at Bondi Beach.[248][249] Disputes about appropriate clothing[image: External link] for surf bathing surfaced from time to time and concerned men as well as women. The City2Surf[image: External link] is an annual 14-kilometre (8.7-mile) running race from the central business district to Bondi Beach and has been held since 1971. In 2010, 80,000 runners participated which made it the largest run of its kind in the world.[250]

Sailing races have been held on Sydney Harbour since 1827.[251] Yachting has been popular amongst wealthier residents since the 1840s and the Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron[image: External link] was founded in 1862. The Sydney to Hobart Yacht Race is a 1,170-kilometre (727-mile) event that starts from Sydney Harbour on Boxing Day.[252] Since its inception in 1945 it has been recognised as one of the most difficult yacht races in the world.[253] Six sailors died and 71 vessels of the fleet of 115 failed to finish in the 1998 edition.[254]

The Royal Sydney Golf Club[image: External link] is based in Rose Bay[image: External link] and since its opening in 1893 has hosted the Australian Open[image: External link] on 13 occasions.[248] Royal Randwick Racecourse[image: External link] opened in 1833 and holds several major cups throughout the year.[255] Sydney benefitted from the construction of significant sporting infrastructure in preparation for its hosting of the 2000 Summer Olympics. Sydney Olympic Park accommodates athletics, aquatics, tennis, hockey, archery, baseball, cycling, equestrian, and rowing facilities. It also includes the high capacity Stadium Australia[image: External link] used for rugby, soccer, and Australian rules football. Sydney Football Stadium[image: External link] was completed in 1988 and is used for rugby and soccer matches. Sydney Cricket Ground was opened in 1878 and is used for both cricket and Australian rules football fixtures.[248]
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 Media




Main article: Media in Sydney[image: External link]


The Sydney Morning Herald is Australia's oldest newspaper still in print. Now a compact form[image: External link] paper owned by Fairfax Media, it has been published continuously since 1831.[256] Its competitor is the News Corporation tabloid[image: External link] The Daily Telegraph[image: External link] which has been in print since 1879.[257] Both papers have Sunday tabloid editions called The Sun-Herald[image: External link] and The Sunday Telegraph[image: External link] respectively. The Bulletin[image: External link] was founded in Sydney in 1880 and became Australia's longest running magazine. It closed after 128 years of continuous publication.[258]

Each of Australia's three commercial television networks and two public broadcasters is headquartered in Sydney. Nine[image: External link]'s offices and news studios are based in Willoughby[image: External link],[259] Ten[image: External link] and Seven[image: External link] are based in Pyrmont, Seven has a news studio in the Sydney CBD[image: External link] in Martin Place[image: External link][259][260] the Australian Broadcasting Corporation is located in Ultimo[image: External link],[261] and the Special Broadcasting Service is based in Artarmon[image: External link].[262] Multiple digital channels have been provided by all five networks since 2000. Foxtel[image: External link] is based in North Ryde[image: External link] and sells subscription cable television to most parts of the urban area.[263] Sydney's first radio stations commenced broadcasting in the 1920s. Radio became a popular tool for politics, news, religion, and sport and has managed to survive despite the introduction of television and the Internet.[264] 2UE[image: External link] was founded in 1925 and under the ownership of Fairfax Media is the oldest station still broadcasting.[264] Competing stations include the more popular 2GB[image: External link], 702 ABC Sydney[image: External link], KIIS 106.5[image: External link], Triple M[image: External link], Nova 96.9[image: External link], and 2Day FM[image: External link].[265]
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 Government




See also: Local government areas of New South Wales[image: External link]
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 Historical governance




During early colonial times the presiding Governor[image: External link] and his military shared absolute control over the population.[39] This lack of democracy eventually became unacceptable for the colony's growing number of free settlers. The first indications of a proper legal system emerged with the passing of a Charter of Justice in 1814. It established three new courts, including the Supreme Court[image: External link], and dictated that English law[image: External link] was to be followed.[267] In 1823 the British Parliament[image: External link] passed an act to create the Legislative Council[image: External link] in New South Wales and give the Supreme Court the right of review over new legislation.[268] From 1828 all of the common laws in force in England were to be applied in New South Wales wherever it was appropriate.[268] Another act from the British Parliament in 1842 provided for members of the Council to be elected for the first time.[268]

The Constitution Act of 1855 gave New South Wales a bicameral government[image: External link]. The existing Legislative Council became the upper house and a new body called the Legislative Assembly[image: External link] was formed to be the lower house.[269] An Executive Council[image: External link] was introduced and constituted five members of the Legislative Assembly and the Governor.[270] It became responsible for advising the ruling Governor on matters related to the administration of the state. The colonial settlements elsewhere on the continent eventually seceded from New South Wales and formed their own governments. Tasmania separated in 1825, Victoria did so in 1850, and Queensland followed in 1859.[269] With the proclamation of the Commonwealth of Australia in 1901 the status of local governments across Sydney was formalised and they became separate institutions from the state of New South Wales.[271]
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Sydney is divided into local government areas[image: External link] (also known as councils or shires) which are comparable in nature to London's boroughs[image: External link].[272] These local government areas have elected councils which are responsible for functions delegated to them by the New South Wales Government. The 31 local government areas making up Sydney according to the New South Wales Division of Local Government[image: External link] are:




	

	Bayside[image: External link]

	Canterbury-Bankstown[image: External link]

	Blacktown[image: External link]

	Burwood[image: External link]

	Camden[image: External link]

	Campbelltown[image: External link]

	Canada Bay[image: External link]




	

	Cumberland[image: External link]

	Fairfield[image: External link]

	Georges River[image: External link]

	Hawkesbury[image: External link]

	The Hills[image: External link]

	Hornsby[image: External link]

	Hunter's Hill[image: External link]

	Inner West[image: External link]

	Ku-ring-gai[image: External link]




	

	Lane Cove[image: External link]

	Liverpool[image: External link]

	Mosman[image: External link]

	North Sydney[image: External link]

	Northern Beaches[image: External link]

	Parramatta[image: External link]

	Penrith[image: External link]

	Randwick[image: External link]




	

	Ryde[image: External link]

	Strathfield[image: External link]

	Sutherland[image: External link]

	Sydney[image: External link]

	Waverley[image: External link]

	Willoughby[image: External link]

	Woollahra[image: External link]










The Parliament of New South Wales[image: External link] sits in Parliament House[image: External link] on Macquarie Street[image: External link]. This building was completed in 1816 and first served as a hospital. The Legislative Council moved into its northern wing in 1829 and by 1852 had entirely supplanted the surgeons from their quarters.[267] Several additions have been made to the building as the Parliament has expanded, but it retains its original Georgian[image: External link] façade.[273] Government House[image: External link] was completed in 1845 and has served as the home of 25 Governors and 5 Governors-General.[274]

The highest court in the state is the Supreme Court of New South Wales which is located in Queen's Square in Sydney.[275] The city is also the home of numerous branches of the intermediate District Court of New South Wales[image: External link] and the lower Local Court of New South Wales[image: External link].[276]

Public activities such as main roads, traffic control, public transport, policing, education, and major infrastructure projects are controlled by the New South Wales Government.[277] It has tended to resist attempts to amalgamate Sydney's more populated local government areas as merged councils could pose a threat to its governmental power.[278] Established in 1842, the City of Sydney is one such local government area and includes the central business district and some adjoining inner suburbs.[279] It is responsible for fostering development in the local area, providing local services (waste collection and recycling, libraries, parks, sporting facilities), representing and promoting the interests of residents, supporting organisations that target the local community, and attracting and providing infrastructure for commerce, tourism, and industry.[280] The City of Sydney is led by an elected Council and Lord Mayor[image: External link] who has in the past been treated as a representative of the entire city.[281]

In federal politics, Sydney was initially considered as a possibility for Australia's capital city[image: External link]; the newly created city of Canberra[image: External link] ultimately filled this role.[282] Six Australian Prime Ministers have been born in[image: External link] Sydney, more than any other city, including first Prime Minister Edmund Barton[image: External link] and incumbent Malcolm Turnbull.
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Main article: Education in Sydney[image: External link]


Education became a proper focus for the colony from the 1870s when public schools began to form and schooling became compulsory.[283] The population of Sydney is now highly educated. 90% of working age residents have completed some schooling and 57% have completed the highest level of school.[3] 1,390,703 people were enrolled in an educational institution in 2011 with 45.1% of these attending school and 16.5% studying at a university.[158] Undergraduate or postgraduate qualifications are held by 22.5% of working age Sydney residents and 40.2% of working age residents of the City of Sydney.[3][284] The most common fields of tertiary qualification are commerce (22.8%), engineering (13.4%), society and culture (10.8%), health (7.8%), and education (6.6%).[3]

There are six public universities based in Sydney: the University of Sydney[image: External link], the University of New South Wales[image: External link], the University of Technology Sydney[image: External link], Macquarie University[image: External link], the Western Sydney University[image: External link], and the Australian Catholic University[image: External link]. Four public universities maintain secondary campuses in the city: the University of Notre Dame Australia[image: External link], the University of Wollongong[image: External link], Curtin University of Technology[image: External link], and the University of Newcastle[image: External link]. 5.2% of residents of Sydney are attending a university.[285]

The University of Sydney was established in 1850 and remains the oldest university in Australia while the city's other universities were all founded after World War II. The Universities of Sydney and New South Wales are similarly ranked in the top 50 in the world, the University of Technology Sydney is ranked 193, while Macquarie University ranks 237, and the Western Sydney University below 500.[286]

Sydney has public, denominational, and independent schools. 7.8% of Sydney residents are attending primary school and 6.4% are enrolled in secondary school.[285] There are 935 public preschool, primary, and secondary schools in Sydney that are administered by the New South Wales Department of Education[image: External link].[287] 14 of the 17 selective secondary schools in New South Wales are based in Sydney.[288]

Public vocational education and training in Sydney is run by TAFE New South Wales[image: External link] and began with the opening of the Sydney Technical College[image: External link] in 1878. It offered courses in areas such as mechanical drawing, applied mathematics, steam engines, simple surgery, and English grammar.[140] The college became the Sydney Institute[image: External link] in 1992 and now operates alongside its sister TAFE facilities across the Sydney metropolitan area, namely the Northern Sydney Institute[image: External link], the Western Sydney Institute[image: External link], and the South Western Sydney Institute[image: External link]. At the 2011 census, 2.4% of Sydney residents are enrolled in a TAFE course.[285]
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The first hospital in the new colony was a collection of tents at The Rocks[image: External link]. Many of the convicts that survived the trip from England continued to suffer from dysentery[image: External link], smallpox[image: External link], scurvy[image: External link], and typhoid[image: External link]. Healthcare facilities remained hopelessly inadequate despite the arrival of a prefabricated hospital with the Second Fleet[image: External link] and the construction of brand new hospitals at Parramatta, Windsor[image: External link], and Liverpool[image: External link] in the 1790s.[289]

Governor Lachlan Macquarie arranged for the construction of Sydney Hospital[image: External link] and saw it completed in 1816.[289] Parts of the facility have been repurposed for use as Parliament House[image: External link] but the hospital itself still operates to this day. The city's first emergency department was established at Sydney Hospital in 1870. Demand for emergency medical care increased from 1895 with the introduction of an ambulance service.[289] The Sydney Hospital also housed Australia's first teaching facility for nurses, the Nightingale Wing, established with the input of Florence Nightingale[image: External link] in 1868.[290]

Healthcare gained recognition as a citizen's right in the early 1900s and Sydney's public hospitals came under the oversight of the Government of New South Wales.[289] The administration of healthcare across Sydney is handled by eight local health districts: Central Coast, Illawarra Shoalhaven, Sydney, Nepean Blue Mountains, Northern Sydney, South Eastern Sydney, South Western Sydney, and Western Sydney.[291] The Prince of Wales Hospital[image: External link] was established in 1852 and became the first of several major hospitals to be opened in the coming decades.[292] St Vincent's Hospital[image: External link] was founded in 1857,[104] followed by Royal Alexandra Hospital for Children[image: External link] in 1880,[293] the Prince Henry Hospital[image: External link] in 1881,[294] the Royal Prince Alfred Hospital[image: External link] in 1882,[295] the Royal North Shore Hospital[image: External link] in 1885,[296] the St George Hospital[image: External link] in 1894,[297] and the Nepean Hospital[image: External link] in 1895.[298] Westmead Hospital[image: External link] in 1978 was the last major facility to open.[299]
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Main article: Public transport in Sydney[image: External link]


The motor vehicle, more than any other factor, has determined the pattern of Sydney's urban development since World War II.[300] The growth of low density housing in the city's outer suburbs has made car ownership necessary for hundreds of thousands of households. The percentage of trips taken by car has increased from 13% in 1947 to 50% in 1960 and to 70% in 1971.[300] The most important roads in Sydney were the nine Metroads[image: External link], including the 110-kilometre (68-mile) Sydney Orbital Network[image: External link]. Widespread criticism over Sydney's reliance on sprawling road networks, as well as the motor vehicle, have stemmed largely from proponents of mass public transport and high density housing.[301][302][303]

There can be up to 350,000 cars using Sydney's roads simultaneously during peak hour, leading to significant traffic congestion.[300] 84.9% of Sydney households own a motor vehicle and 46.5% own two or more.[158] Car dependency[image: External link] is high in Sydney–of people that travel to work, 58.4% use a car, 9.1% catch a train, 5.2% take a bus, and 4.1% walk.[158] In contrast, only 25.2% of working residents in the City of Sydney use a car, whilst 15.8% take a train, 13.3% use a bus, and 25.3% walk.[304] With a rate of 26.3%, Sydney has the highest utilisation of public transport for travel to work of any Australian capital city.[305]

Sydney once had one of the largest tram networks[image: External link] in the world. It was the second largest in the British Empire, after London, with routes covering 291 kilometres (181 miles). The internal combustion engine made buses more flexible than trams and consequently more popular, leading to the progressive closure of the tram network with the final tram operating in 1961.[300] From 1930 there were 612 buses across Sydney carrying 90 million passengers per annum.[306] A 12.8-kilometre (8.0-mile) light rail network[image: External link] opened in 1997. It links the Inner West[image: External link] and Darling Harbour[image: External link] with Central Station[image: External link] and carries 4.5 million passengers per annum.[307] A second 12 km (7.5 mi) line serving the CBD and south-eastern suburbs is planned to open in early 2019.[308] When the light rail project is completed, it would cover a total distance of 12 km with 19 different stops.[309]

Bus services[image: External link] today are conducted by a mixture of Government and private operators. In areas previously serviced by trams the government State Transit Authority of New South Wales[image: External link] operates, in other areas, there are private (albeit part funded by the state government) operators. Integrated tickets called Opal cards[image: External link] operate on both Government and private bus routes. State Transit alone operated a fleet of 2,169 buses and serviced over 160 million passengers during 2014. In total, nearly 225 million boardings were recorded across the bus network [310] NightRide[image: External link] is a nightly bus service that operate between midnight and 5am, also replacing trains for most of this period.

Train services are operated by Sydney Trains[image: External link]. The organisation maintains 176 stations and 937 kilometres (582 miles) of railway and provides 281 million journeys each year.[311] Sydney's railway was first constructed in 1854 with progressive extension to the network to serve both freight and passengers across the city, suburbs, and beyond to country NSW. In the 1850s and 1860s the railway reached Parramatta, Campbelltown[image: External link], Liverpool, Blacktown[image: External link], Penrith[image: External link], and Richmond[image: External link].[300] Central Station[image: External link] opened for service in 1906 and is the main hub of the city's rail network.[312]

A large infrastructure project[image: External link] to ease congestion on the rail network was completed in 2014.[313] In 2014 94.2% of trains arrived on time and 99.5% of services ran as scheduled.[314][315] Construction of Sydney Metro[image: External link], an automated rapid transit[image: External link] system separate from the existing suburban network, started in 2013.[316][317][318][319] The first stage[image: External link] is expected to open in 2019, with plans in place to extend the system through the central business district[image: External link] by 2024.[320][321]

At the time the Sydney Harbour Bridge opened in 1932, the city's ferry service[image: External link] was the largest in the world.[322] Patronage declined from 37 million passengers in 1945 to 11 million in 1963 but has recovered somewhat in recent years.[300] From its hub at Circular Quay[image: External link] the ferry network serves Balmain[image: External link], Double Bay[image: External link], Manly, Parramatta, Taronga Zoo, Darling Harbour, and Cockatoo Island[image: External link].[322] Sydney Airport, officially "Sydney Kingsford-Smith Airport", is located in the inner southern suburb of Mascot[image: External link] with two of the runways going into Botany Bay. It services 46 international and 23 domestic destinations.[29] As the busiest airport in Australia it handled 37.9 million passengers in 2013 and 530,000 tonnes of freight in 2011.[29]

It has been announced that a new facility named Western Sydney Airport[image: External link] will be constructed at Badgerys Creek[image: External link] from 2016 at a cost of $2.5 billion.[323] Bankstown Airport[image: External link] is Sydney's second busiest airport, and serves general aviation, charter and some scheduled cargo flights. Bankstown is also the fourth busiest airport in Australia by number of aircraft movements.[324] Port Botany[image: External link] has surpassed Port Jackson as the city's major shipping port. Cruise ship terminals are located at Sydney Cove and White Bay.
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Main article: Environmental issues in Australia


Further information: Climate change in Australia[image: External link] and Renewable energy in Australia[image: External link]


As climate change[image: External link], greenhouse gas emissions[image: External link] and pollution[image: External link] have become a major issue for Australia, Sydney has in the past been criticised for its lack of focus on reducing pollution, cutting back on emissions and maintaining water quality[image: External link].[325] Since 1995, there have been significant developments in the analysis of air pollution[image: External link] in the Sydney metropolitan region. The development led to the release of the Metropolitan Air Quality Scheme (MAQS), which led to a broader understanding of the causation of pollution in Sydney, allowing the government to form appropriate responses to the pollution.[326]

Australian cities are some of the most car dependent[image: External link] cities in the world.[327] Sydney in particular has a very high level of car dependency,[328] especially by world city standards. It also has a low level of mass-transit services, with a historically low-density layout and significant urban sprawl[image: External link], thus increasing the likelihood of car dependency.[329][330] Strategies have been implemented to reduce private vehicle pollution[image: External link] by encouraging mass[image: External link] and public transit[image: External link],[331] initiating the development of high density housing and introducing a fleet of 10 new Nissan LEAF[image: External link] electric cars[image: External link], the largest order of the pollution-free vehicle in Australia.[332] Electric cars do not produce carbon monoxide and nitrous oxide, gases which contribute to climate change.[333][334] Cycling trips[image: External link] have increased by 113% across Sydney's inner-city since March 2010, with about 2,000 bikes passing through top peak-hour intersections on an average weekday.[335] Transport developments in the north-west[image: External link] and east of the city have been designed to encourage the use of Sydney's expanding public transportation system.

The City of Sydney became the first council in Australia to achieve formal certification as carbon-neutral[image: External link] in 2008.[336][337] The city has reduced its 2007 carbon emissions by 6% and since 2006 has reduced carbon emissions from city buildings by up to 20%.[335][338] The City of Sydney introduced a Sustainable Sydney 2030 program, with various targets planned and a comprehensive guide on how to reduce energy in homes and offices within Sydney by 30%.[335][339] Reductions in energy consumption have slashed energy bills by $30 million a year.[340] Solar panels[image: External link] have been established on many CBD buildings in an effort to minimise carbon pollution by around 3,000 tonnes a year.[341]

The city also has an "urban forest growth strategy", in which it aims to regular increase the tree coverage[image: External link] in the city by frequently planting trees with strong leaf density and vegetation[image: External link] to provide cleaner air and create moisture during hot weather, thus lowering city temperatures.[342] Sydney has also become a leader in the development of green office buildings[image: External link] and enforcing the requirement of all building proposals to be energy-efficient. The One Central Park[image: External link] development, completed in 2013, is an example of this implementation and design.[343][344][345][346]
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Obtaining sufficient fresh water was difficult during early colonial times. A catchment called the Tank Stream[image: External link] sourced water from what is now the central business district but was little more than an open sewer by the end of the 1700s.[347] The Botany Swamps Scheme was one of several ventures during the mid 1800s that saw the construction of wells, tunnels, steam pumping stations, and small dams to service Sydney's growing population.[347]

The first genuine solution to Sydney's water demands was the Upper Nepean Scheme[image: External link] which came into operation in 1886 and cost over £2 million. It transports water 100 kilometres (62 miles) from the Nepean[image: External link], Cataract[image: External link], and Cordeaux[image: External link] rivers and continues to service about 15% of Sydney's total water needs.[347] Dams were built on these three rivers between 1907 and 1935.[347] In 1977 the Shoalhaven Scheme[image: External link] brought several more dams into service.[348]

The Sydney Catchment Authority[image: External link] now manages eleven major dams: Warragamba[image: External link] one of the largest domestic water supply dams in the world,[349] Woronora[image: External link], Cataract[image: External link], Cordeaux[image: External link], Nepean[image: External link], Avon[image: External link], Wingecarribee Reservoir[image: External link], Fitzroy Falls Reservoir[image: External link], Tallowa[image: External link], the Blue Mountains Dams[image: External link], and Prospect Reservoir[image: External link].[350] Water is collected from five catchment areas covering 16,000 square kilometres (6,178 square miles) and total storage amounts to 2.6 teralitres (0.6 cubic miles).[350] The Sydney Desalination Plant[image: External link] came into operation in 2010.[347]

The two distributors which maintain Sydney's electricity infrastructure are Ausgrid[image: External link] and Endeavour Energy[image: External link].[351][352] Their combined networks include over 815,000 power poles and 83,000 kilometres (52,000 miles) of electricity cables.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 See also





	Crime in Sydney[image: External link]

	List of museums in Sydney[image: External link]

	List of public art in the City of Sydney[image: External link]

	List of songs about Sydney[image: External link]
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National Language






A national language is a language[image: External link] (or language variant[image: External link], e.g. dialect[image: External link]) that has some connection—de facto or de jure—with people and the territory they occupy. There is little consistency in the use of this term. One or more languages spoken as first languages[image: External link] in the territory of a country may be referred to informally or designated in legislation as national languages of the country. National or official languages[image: External link] are mentioned in over 150 world constitutions.[1]

C.M.B. Brann[image: External link], with particular reference to Africa, suggests that there are "four quite distinctive meanings" for national language in a polity:[2]


	"Territorial language" (chthonolect, sometimes known as chtonolect[3]) of a particular people

	"Regional language[image: External link]" (choralect)

	"Language-in-common or community language" (demolect) used throughout a country

	"Central language" (politolect) used by government and perhaps having a symbolic value.



The last is usually given the title of official language[image: External link].

Standard languages[image: External link], such as Standard German[image: External link], Standard French[image: External link], and Standard Spanish[image: External link], may serve as national (language-in-common), regional, and international languages.



TOP
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 Official versus national languages




See also: Linguistic prescription[image: External link] and Linguistic rights[image: External link]


"National language" and "official language[image: External link]" are best understood as two concepts or legal categories with ranges of meaning that may coincide, or may be intentionally separate. Stateless nations[image: External link] are not in the position to legislate an official language[image: External link], but their languages may be sufficiently distinct and well-preserved to be national languages. Some languages may be recognized popularly as "national languages," while others may enjoy official recognition in use or promotion.

In many African countries, some or all indigenous African languages[image: External link] are officially used, promoted, or expressly allowed to be promoted (usually taught in schools and written in important publications) as semi-official languages whether by long-term legislation or short-term, case-by-case executive (government) measures. To be official, spoken and written languages may enjoy government or federalised use, major tax-funded promotion or at least full tolerance as to their teaching and employers' recognition in public education[image: External link], standing on equal footing with the official language(s). Further, they may enjoy recognition as a language used in compulsory schooling and treasury money may be spent to teach or encourage adults in learning a language which is a minority language in a particular area to restore its understanding and spread its moral stories, rhymes, poems, phrases, songs, and other literary heritage which will promote social cohesion[image: External link] (where other languages remain) or will promote nationalist differentiation[image: External link] where another, non-indigenous language is deprecated.[4][5]
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 National and official languages




See also: List of linguistic rights in African constitutions[image: External link]
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 Albania




Albanian[image: External link] is the national language in Albania[image: External link] and Kosovo[image: External link] and a regional national language for parts of Macedonia[image: External link] and southern Montenegro[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Algeria




Arabic[image: External link] is the national language in Algeria[image: External link].[6] Berber[image: External link] is also an official language. French[image: External link] has no official status but is widely used in education, business and the media.
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 Andorra




Andorra[image: External link]'s national language is Catalan[image: External link]; moreover Catalan is an official language in several territories in Spain ( Catalonia[image: External link], Valencian Community[image: External link], Balearic Islands[image: External link]), and is spoken (without official recognition or status) in territories in Spain (the Catalan-Aragonese borderlands known as La Franja[image: External link] and the Murcian municipality of El Carche[image: External link]), France (Pyrénées Orientales[image: External link]) and in Italy ( Alghero[image: External link]).[citation needed[image: External link]]

Azerbaijan

Azerbaijani language is the national language in Azerbaijan.
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 Australia




Australia has no official language[image: External link], but is largely monolingual[image: External link] with English being the de facto national language. A considerable proportion of first and second generation migrants are bilingual. According to Ethnologue, 81% of people spoke English at home, including L2[image: External link] speakers. Other languages spoken at home included Chinese 2.9%, Italian 1.2%, Arabic 1.1%, Greek 1%, Vietnamese 0.9% and Spanish 0.4%.[7]

There were almost 400 languages spoken by Indigenous Australians prior to the arrival of Europeans. Only about 70 of these languages have survived and all but 30 of these are now endangered.
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 Bangladesh




Bengali[image: External link] (or Bangla) is the sole official language of Bangladesh.
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 Bulgaria




Bulgarian[image: External link] is the national language in Bulgaria[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Canada




Main articles: Nationalisms in Canada[image: External link], Bilingualism in Canada[image: External link], and Languages of Canada[image: External link]


Canada's official languages since the Official Languages Act of 1969[image: External link] are English[image: External link] (Canadian English[image: External link]) and French[image: External link] (Canadian French[image: External link]). Depending on one's views of what constitute a "nation" these two languages may be considered two equal national languages of a nation called "Canada", or the national languages of two nations within one state, English Canada[image: External link] and French Canada[image: External link].

Quebec nationalists[image: External link] consider Quebec French[image: External link] the national language of the Quebec nation.

As well, two of Canada's northern territories legislate a variety of Indigenous languages. Nunavut[image: External link] holds Inuktitut[image: External link] and Inuinnaqtun[image: External link] as official languages, and Northwest Territories[image: External link] has nine official languages aside from English and French: Cree[image: External link], Dënesųłiné[image: External link], Gwich’in[image: External link], Inuinnaqtun, Inuktitut, Inuvialuktun, North and South Slavey[image: External link] and Tłı̨chǫ[image: External link]. As these official languages are legislated at a territorial (sub-federal) level, they can be construed as national languages.

Besides these there many Indigenous languages of Canada[image: External link] which are the national languages of one or more of Canada's First Nations[image: External link] groups, Inuit[image: External link] and Métis[image: External link] (mixed First Nations-European peoples); a number of First Nations legislate at the Indigenous government levels their language as an official language of the Nation, such is the case with the Nisg̱a’a language[image: External link] in Nisg̱a’a[image: External link]. Notably the Cree language[image: External link] is spoken (with variations) from Alberta to Labrador,Template:Ciitation needed Anishinaabemowin[image: External link] is spoken across central Canada and Inuktitut is spoken across the arctic.
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 China




See also: Languages of China[image: External link], Standard Chinese[image: External link], and History of Mandarin[image: External link]


There are many languages spoken across China[image: External link], with most people speaking one of several varieties of Chinese[image: External link]. During successive imperial dynasties, the spoken language of the capital city served as the official spoken language and was used across the country by government officials who traveled to communicate with one another. Dialects used for this purpose in different eras included those of Xi'an[image: External link], Luoyang[image: External link], Nanjing[image: External link], Beijing[image: External link], and other historical capital cities[image: External link].

After the Xinhai Revolution[image: External link] in 1911, the Kuomintang[image: External link] (Chinesei nationalists) founded the Republic of China[image: External link]. In order to promote a sense of national unity and enhance the efficiency of communications within the nation, the government decided to designate a national language. The Beijing dialect[image: External link] of Mandarin and Guangzhou dialect of Cantonese[image: External link] were each proposed as the basis fori a national language for China.[citation needed[image: External link]] In the beginning, there were attempts to introduce elements from other Chinese varieties into the national language in addition to those from the Beijing dialect; this was reflected in the first official dictionary of the national language, given the name 國語 ( Pinyin[image: External link]: Guóyǔ, literally "national language"). But this artificial language had no native speakers and was difficult to learn, so it was abandoned in 1924. Ultimately, the Beijing dialect was chosen as the national language and it continued to be referred to as 國語 in Chinese in the Republic of China. Since then, the Beijing dialect has become the main standard for pronunciation, due to its prestigious status during the preceding Qing Dynasty[image: External link].

Still, elements from other dialects do exist in the standard language, which is now defined as reflecting the pronunciation of Beijing, the grammatical patterns of Mandarin dialects spoken in the northern parts of China, and the vocabulary of modern vernacular Chinese literature. The People's Republic of China renamed the national language 普通话 (Pinyin: Pǔtōnghuà, literally "common speech"), without otherwise changing the definition of the standard national language.[8]
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 Finland




Main article: Languages of Finland[image: External link]


Finland has two national languages: namely the Finnish language[image: External link] and the Swedish language[image: External link]. The Constitution of Finland[image: External link] guarantees the right to use Finnish and Swedish in courts and other state institutions.[9][10] Despite the large difference in the numbers of users, Swedish is not officially classified as a minority language but equal to Finnish. Both national languages are compulsory psubjects in school (except for children with a third language as mother tongue) and a language test is a prerequisite for governmental offices where a university degree is required. The constitution also grants the Sami and the Roma peoples the right to maintain and develop their languages: The Sami have partial right to use Sami languages[image: External link] in official situations according to other laws.[11]
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 Germany




Main article: Languages of Germany[image: External link]


The official[image: External link] and national language of Germany[image: External link] is Standard German[image: External link], with over 95% of the country speaking Standard German or German dialects as their first language.[12]
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 Haiti




Main article: Languages of Haiti[image: External link]


Haiti's official languages are Haitian Creole[image: External link] and French[image: External link]. While French is the language used in the media, government and education, 90–95% of the country speak Haitian Creole as the home language while French is learned in school.
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 India




Main articles: Languages with official status in India[image: External link] and Languages of India[image: External link]


Dr.Ambedkar, the architect of Indian constitution wanted Sanskrit as the national language of India[citation needed[image: External link]] . However, India didn't choose any national language.[13][14] The official languages[image: External link] of the Union Government of the Republic of India are 21 languages and English[image: External link] as mentioned in article 343/1 of the Constitution of India[image: External link].[15] Currently there are 22 scheduled languages in India Assamese[image: External link], Bengali[image: External link], Bodo[image: External link], Dogri[image: External link], Gujarati[image: External link], Hindi[image: External link], Kannada[image: External link], Kashmiri[image: External link], Konkani[image: External link], Maithili[image: External link], Malayalam[image: External link], Meitei[image: External link] (Manipuri), Marathi[image: External link], Nepali[image: External link], Odia[image: External link], Punjabi[image: External link], Sanskrit[image: External link], Santali[image: External link], Sindhi[image: External link], Tamil[image: External link], Telugu[image: External link], Urdu[image: External link]. States of India were free to adopt one or more local languages[image: External link] for all or any of the official purposes of that state.[15] Pursuant to agitations particularly in South India in the 60s, today all 22 languages carry official status and Government documents can be in any of the 22 recognized official languages. This has been clarified by court rulings as well, as for example in 2010 Gujarat High Court[image: External link] affirmed equal role to all 22 languages.[14][16] India has a common law[image: External link] legal system – therefore, unless overturned by the legislature or a higher court explicitly, the ruling in 2010 takes precedence and all 22 official languages are meant to be taken on equal footing. Currency notes in India typically carry the denomination in all 17 languages.
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 Indonesia




Main article: Languages of Indonesia[image: External link]


The official language of Indonesia is Indonesian[image: External link]. Indonesia has more than 700 living languages, making it the second most linguistically diverse country after Papua New Guinea. These 700+ languages, however, are without official status[image: External link], and some are in danger of extinction[image: External link]. The largest local language is Javanese[image: External link].
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 Iran




Main article: Languages of Iran[image: External link]


Persian (or Farsi) is recognised as the national language of Iran.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Ireland




Main article: Languages of Ireland[image: External link]


Irish[image: External link] is recognised by the Constitution of Ireland[image: External link] as the national language and first official language of Ireland, and the English language is recognised as a second official language.[17]
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 Israel




Main article: Languages of Israel[image: External link]


Hebrew[image: External link] and Arabic are the official languages of Israel[image: External link], though English[image: External link] is also used extensively (e.g. on road signs).
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 Italy




Main article: Languages of Italy[image: External link]


The Italian language is the de jure and de facto official language of Italy[image: External link].[18][19] Italian is also referred to as national language for historical and cultural reasons, because since the 15th century, Italian became the language used in the courts[image: External link] of nearly every state in Italy[image: External link] and in general among educated Italians[image: External link] (scholars, writers, poets, philosophers, scientists, composers and artists) who contributed to what is nowadays the culture of Italy[image: External link].[20] Furthermore, Italian was often an official language of the various Italian ppstates before unification[image: External link], slowly replacing Latin, even when ruled by foreign powers (such as the Spaniards in the Kingdom of Naples[image: External link], or the Austrians in the Kingdom of Lombardy-Venetia[image: External link]).[21]
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 Kenya




Main article: Languages of Kenya[image: External link]


While English and Swahili[image: External link] are official languages, Swahili also has a special status as national language. None of the country's biggest languages ( Gikuyu[image: External link], Luo[image: External link], Kamba, Kalenjin[image: External link], etc.) have any explicit legal status on the national level, however the 2010 constitution enjoins the state to "promote and protect the diversity of language of the people of Kenya."[22]
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 Lebanon




In Lebanon[image: External link], the Arabic language is the "official national" language.[23] Modern Standard Arabic[image: External link] is used for official purposes, while the everyday spoken language is Lebanese Arabic[image: External link]. French[image: External link] and English[image: External link] are also widespread in Lebanon.
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 Malta




The Maltese language[image: External link] is the national language of Malta. It is also the official language of the island, together with English[image: External link]. Maltese only is recognised as "national" in Chapter 1 of the Laws of Malta.
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 Namibia




Main article: Languages of Namibia[image: External link]


Although English is the only nationwide official language in Namibia, there are also 20 National languages[citation needed[image: External link]], which are each spoken by more or less sizeable portions of the population and are considered Namibia's cultural heritage. All national languages have the rights of a minority language and may even serve as a lingua franca in certain regions. Among Namibia's national languages are German, Afrikaans[image: External link], Oshiwambo[image: External link], Otjiherero[image: External link], Portuguese[image: External link], as well as the languages of the Himba[image: External link], Nama[image: External link], San[image: External link], Kavango[image: External link] and Damara[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Nepal




Main article: Languages of Nepal[image: External link]


Nepali[image: External link] is the official language of Nepal. Over 123 languages are spoken in Nepal. Some of the language spoken in Nepal[image: External link] are Tamang[image: External link] Sherpa[image: External link] Rai[image: External link] Magar[image: External link] Gurung[image: External link] Maithili[image: External link] Purbeli English[image: External link] Limbu[image: External link] Mongolian[image: External link] etc.
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 New Zealand




While the population of New Zealand is predominantly English-speaking[image: External link], the language of the indigenous Polynesian people is Te Reo Māori[image: External link]. Both of these have official status in the country, along with New Zealand Sign Language[image: External link], which is one of the few sign languages in the world to have such status.
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 Nigeria




Main article: Languages of Nigeria[image: External link]


Besides official English (Nigerian Standard English[image: External link]), Nigeria recognizes three 'majority', or national, languages. These are Hausa[image: External link], Igbo[image: External link], and Yoruba[image: External link], each with some 20 million speakers or more.[24]
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 Pakistan




Main article: Languages of Pakistan[image: External link]


Article 251(1) of the 1973 Constitution of Pakistan[image: External link], titled National language, specifies: "The National language of Pakistan is Urdu, and arrangements shall be made for its being used for official and other purposes within fifteen years from the commencing day." Although Urdu has been declared an official language, so far all government documents, legislation, legal orders, and other official records are written in Pakistani English[image: External link]. Most higher education instruction is in English."[25] The National Language Authority[image: External link] is an organization established to make arrangements to promote Urdu since 1979.
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 Philippines




Main article: Languages of the Philippines[image: External link]


The 1973 Philippine constitution[image: External link] hegemonically imposed Tagalog[image: External link] national language at the expense of all other ethnic nationalities in the country. English (Philippine English[image: External link]) was also designated as official language, "until otherwise provided by law" and mandated development and formal adoption of a common national language to be known as Filipino[image: External link].[26]

The 1987 constitution designated the Filipino language[image: External link], which is based on Tagalog with the inclusion of terms from all recognized languages of the Philippines[image: External link], as the national language. It also designated both Filipino and English as the official languages for purposes of communication and instruction, and designated the regional languages as auxiliary official languages in the regions to serve as auxiliary media of instruction therein.

More than 170 languages[image: External link] are spoken in the Philippines and almost all of them belong to the Borneo–Philippines languages[image: External link] group of the Austronesian[image: External link] language family. In 2007, a six-part series titled The Case of Ilokano as a National Language authored by Dr. Aurelio Solver Agcaoili of the University of Hawaii appeared in the Culture, Essays, Lifestyle of Tawid News Magazine.[27] In September 2012, La Union[image: External link] became the first province in Philippine history to pass an ordinance proclaiming a local language and a vernacular[image: External link], Ilokano[image: External link], as an official language[image: External link]. This move aims to protect and revitalize the use of Ilokano in various government and civil affairs within the province.[28]
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 Poland




Article 27 of the Constitution states: "Polish shall be the official language in the Republic of Poland".[29]
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 Romania




The official[image: External link] and national language of Romania[image: External link] is the Romanian language[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Russia




Main article: Languages of Russia[image: External link]


The Russian language[image: External link] is the only official language of Russia, but 27 other languages are considered official in different regions of Russia.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Serbia




Main article: Languages of Serbia[image: External link]


The Serbian language[image: External link] is the national language of Serbia[image: External link], written in the Cyrillic script[image: External link]. There are 15 minority languages[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Singapore




Main article: Languages of Singapore[image: External link]


Singapore has four official languages: English[image: External link] (Singapore English[image: External link]), Chinese[image: External link], Malay[image: External link] and Tamil[image: External link]. Although English is the primary language of business, government, and education, Malay is designated as the national language. This is due to the geographical and historical ties to Malaysia[image: External link] as well as the recognition of ethnic Malays[image: External link] (about 14% of the population) as the indigenous people of Singapore.

Traditionally, the lingua franca[image: External link] among the different ethnic groups in Singapore was Bazaar Malay[image: External link], a Malay-based creole[image: External link]. Since independence, the government has been promoting English as the main language of Singapore. The bilingual education policy requires students to study two languages: English and a "mother tongue" corresponding to the student's ethnicity. Malay is only offered to non-Malay students as an optional third language in secondary schools. As a result, English has displaced Bazaar Malay as the common language among Singaporeans. Therefore, despite the status of Malay as the national language, the majority doesn't speak it.
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 Slovenia




Main article: Languages of Slovenia[image: External link]


The Slovene language[image: External link] is the national language of Slovenia[image: External link]. There are 6 minority languages[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 South Africa




Main article: Languages of South Africa[image: External link]


South Africa has 11 official languages[image: External link], namely Afrikaans[image: External link], English[image: External link], Ndebele[image: External link], Northern Sotho[image: External link], Sotho[image: External link], Swazi[image: External link], Tswana[image: External link], Tsonga[image: External link], Venda[image: External link], Xhosa[image: External link] and Zulu[image: External link]. South African Sign Language[image: External link] and Dutch[image: External link] are distinct in South Africa though incompletely emerged national standard languages which also subsumes a cluster of semi-standardised dialects.



	“
	
Arabic, German[image: External link], Greek, Gujarati[image: External link], Hebrew[image: External link], Hindi[image: External link], Khoi[image: External link], Nama[image: External link], Portuguese[image: External link], San[image: External link], Sanskrit[image: External link], Tamil[image: External link], Telugu[image: External link], Urdu[image: External link], Sign Language[image: External link] are all constitutionally recognised in South Africa.


	”





	The above mentioned languages can be considered as minority Lingua francas[image: External link] — none of these languages are of Official Language Status in the country.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Switzerland




See also: Languages of Switzerland[image: External link]


Switzerland[image: External link] has four national languages: German[image: External link], French[image: External link], Italian and Romansh[image: External link].[30]

All are official languages[image: External link] at the national level within the Federal administration of Switzerland[image: External link].[31]
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 Taiwan




During Japanese rule[image: External link] (1895 to 1945), the "national language movement" (國語運動 ?[image: External link] kokugo undō) promoted the Japanese language[image: External link]. After their defeat in the Chinese Civil War[image: External link] in 1949, the Kuomintang[image: External link] regime of the Republic of China[image: External link] retreated to the island of Taiwan[image: External link], where they introduced Mandarin[image: External link], which was spoken by few of the island population at the time, as the new "national language".
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 Tunisia




Main article: Languages of Tunisia[image: External link]


The official language of the Tunisian[image: External link] state is Arabic.[32] But, that language is not the mother tongue of the population or used to communicate between Tunisian people, instead Tunisian Arabic[image: External link] plays these roles and is the national language of Tunisia.[33] Also, even without an official status, French[image: External link] is also used extensively in its written and spoken form in the administration, education and business environment and known by 63.6% of the population.[34] Also Berber minorities in the south-west and pon Djerba Island[image: External link] use the Tunisian Chelha language to communicate between themselves.
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 Turkey




Main article: Languages of Turkey[image: External link]


Turkish[image: External link] is the national language of Turkey[image: External link] per the Turkish constitution.
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 United Kingdom




Main article: Languages of the United Kingdom[image: External link]


The English language[image: External link] (British English[image: External link]) is the de facto official language of the United Kingdom and is the sole language of an estimated 95% of the British[image: External link] population.[citation needed[image: External link]] The three Home Nations[image: External link] outside England have national languages of their own with varying degrees of recognition, which coexist with the dominant English language. Britain also has several Crown dependencies[image: External link] and Overseas Territories which are to some extent self-governing, but which are not recognized as independent states. Many of these have their own regional languages[image: External link].


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Northern Ireland




In Northern Ireland[image: External link], both the Gaelic Irish language[image: External link] and the West Germanic Ulster Scots dialects[image: External link] are recognized by the Good Friday Agreement[image: External link] as "part of the cultural wealth of the island of Ireland" and are promoted by the Foras na Gaeilge[image: External link] (Irish Institute) and Tha Boord o Ulstèr-Scotch[image: External link] (the Ulster-Scots Agency) respectively.
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 Scotland




In Scotland, Scottish Gaelic[image: External link] is a minority language spoken by 57,375 people (1.1% of the Scottish population aged over three years old).[35] The Gaelic Language (Scotland) Act 2005[image: External link] gives the language a limited official status, and the Bòrd na Gàidhlig[image: External link] is tasked with "securing the status of the Gaelic language as an official language[image: External link] of Scotland[image: External link] commanding equal respect to the English language".[36] Scots[image: External link], generally treated as a West Germanic language[image: External link] related to but separate from English, has no official status but is recognized as a minority language, and is the language of much Scottish literature[image: External link], including the poetry of Robert Burns[image: External link].
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 Wales




The Welsh language[image: External link] has official status within Wales[image: External link], and as of the 2011 census[image: External link], is spoken by 562,000 people, or 19% of the population.[37] The Welsh Language Board (Bwrdd yr Iaith Gymraeg[image: External link]) is legally tasked with ensuring that, "in the conduct of public business and the administration of justice, the English and Welsh languages should be treated on a basis of equality".[38]
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 Uganda




Main article: Languages of Uganda[image: External link]


Ganda[image: External link] or Luganda[image: External link] is not the official language, but it is the de facto national language of Uganda, spoken by about 4 million people.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Ukraine




Main article: Ukrainian Language[image: External link]


Ukrainian is the only official language of Ukraine[image: External link], but Russian is also widely spoken in eastern Ukraine.
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 United States




Main article: Languages of the United States[image: External link]


In the United States, English (American English[image: External link]) is the national language only in an informal sense, by numbers and by historical and contemporary association. The United States Constitution[image: External link] does not explicitly declare any official language[image: External link], although the constitution is written in English, as is all federal legislation.

On February 13, 2015, Representative Peter T. King[image: External link] introduced H.R.997, the English Language Unity Act of 2015, in the United States House of Representatives[image: External link]. This bill would establish English as the official language of the United States. A companion bill, S.678, was introduced by Senator Jim Inhofe[image: External link] in the United States Senate[image: External link] on March 9, 2015. Both bills were referred to committee. Similar legislation has been introduced every year since 1973.[39]
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 Vietnam




In Vietnam, the Vietnamese language[image: External link] had been the de facto national language for many years, but it was not until Decree No. 5 of the 2013 constitution that the Vietnamese language[image: External link] was officially described as the National Language.[40]
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Australian English






For Australians of English descent, see English Australians[image: External link].

Australian English (AuE, en-AU[3]) is a major variety of the English language[image: External link], used throughout Australia. Although English has no official status in the Constitution, Australian English is the country's national and de facto official language[image: External link] as it is the first language of the majority of the population.

Australian English began to diverge from British English[image: External link] after the founding of the Colony of New South Wales[image: External link] in 1788 and was recognised as being different from British English by 1820. It arose from the intermingling of early settlers from a great variety of mutually intelligible[image: External link] dialectal regions of the British Isles[image: External link] and quickly developed into a distinct variety of English.[4]

As a distinct dialect, Australian English differs considerably from other varieties of English in vocabulary[image: External link], accent[image: External link], pronunciation[image: External link], register[image: External link], grammar[image: External link] and spelling[image: External link].



TOP
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 History




The earliest form of Australian English was first spoken by the children of the colonists born into the colony of New South Wales. This first generation of children created a new dialect that was to become the language of the nation. The Australian-born children in the new colony were exposed to a wide range of dialects from all over the British Isles, in particular from Ireland[image: External link] and South East England[image: External link].[5]

The native-born children of the colony created the new dialect from the speech they heard around them, and with it expressed peer solidarity[image: External link]. Even when new settlers arrived, this new dialect was strong enough to blunt other patterns of speech.

A quarter of the convicts were Irish. Many had been arrested in Ireland, and some in Great Britain. Many, if not most, of the Irish spoke Irish[image: External link] and either no English at all, or spoke it poorly and rarely. There were other significant populations of convicts from non-English speaking part of Britain, such as the Scottish Highlands[image: External link] and Wales[image: External link].

Records from the early 19th century show the distinct dialect that had surfaced in the colonies since first settlement in 1788,[4] with Peter Miller Cunningham[image: External link]'s 1827 book Two Years in New South Wales, describing the distinctive accent and vocabulary of the native-born colonists, different from that of their parents and with a strong London[image: External link] influence.[5] Anthony Burgess[image: External link] writes that "Australian English may be thought of as a kind of fossilised Cockney of the Dickensian era."[6]

The first of the Australian gold rushes[image: External link], in the 1850s, began a large wave of immigration, during which about two per cent of the population of the United Kingdom emigrated to the colonies of New South Wales and Victoria.[7] According to linguist Bruce Moore, "the major input of the various sounds that went into constructing the Australian accent was from south-east England".[5]

Some elements of Aboriginal languages have been adopted by Australian English[image: External link]—mainly as names for places, flora and fauna (for example dingo) and local culture. Many such are localised, and do not form part of general Australian use, while others, such as kangaroo, boomerang, budgerigar, wallaby and so on have become international. Other examples are cooee[image: External link] and hard yakka. The former is used as a high-pitched call, for attracting attention, (pronounced /kʉː.iː/) which travels long distances. Cooee is also a notional distance: if he's within cooee, we'll spot him. Hard yakka means hard work and is derived from yakka, from the Jagera[image: External link]/Yagara language once spoken in the Brisbane region.

Also of Aboriginal origin is the word bung, from the Sydney pidgin[image: External link] English (and ultimately from the Sydney Aboriginal language), meaning "dead", with some extension to "broken" or "useless". Many towns or suburbs of Australia have also been influenced or named after Aboriginal words. The best-known example is the capital, Canberra, named after a local language word meaning "meeting place".[8]

Among the changes starting in the 19th century was the introduction of words, spellings, terms and usages from North American English[image: External link]. The words imported included some later considered to be typically Australian, such as bushwhacker and squatter.[9]

This American influence continued with the popularity of American films and the influx of American military personnel in World War II; seen in the enduring persistence of such terms as okay[image: External link], you guys and gee.[10]
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 Phonology and pronunciation




Main article: Australian English phonology


The primary way in which Australian English is distinctive from other varieties of English is through its unique pronunciation. It shares most similarity with other Southern Hemisphere[image: External link] accents, in particular New Zealand English[image: External link].[11] Like most dialects of English it is distinguished primarily by its vowel phonology[image: External link].[12]
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 Vowels




The vowels of Australian English can be divided according to length. The long vowels, which include monophthongs[image: External link] and diphthongs[image: External link], mostly correspond to the tense vowels used in analyses of Received Pronunciation[image: External link] (RP) as well as its centring diphthongs. The short vowels, consisting only of monophthongs, correspond to the RP lax vowels. There exist pairs of long and short vowels with overlapping vowel quality giving Australian English phonemic length distinction[image: External link], which is unusual amongst the various dialects of English, though not unknown elsewhere, such as in regional south-eastern dialects of the UK and eastern seaboard dialects in the US.[14] As with General American and New Zealand English, the weak-vowel merger[image: External link] is complete in Australian English: unstressed /ɪ/ (sometimes written as /ɨ/ or /ᵻ/) is merged into /ə/ ( schwa[image: External link]), unless it is followed by a velar consonant.



	short vowels
	long vowels



	monophthongs
	diphthongs



	


	IPA
	examples



	ʊ
	
foot, hood, chook




	ɪ
	
kit, bid, hid,



	e
	
dress, led, head




	ə
	
comma, about, winter




	æ
	
trap, lad, had




	ɐ
	
strut, bud, hud




	ɔ
	
lot, cloth, hot






	


	IPA
	examples



	ʉː
	
goose, boo, who’d




	iː
	
fleece, bead, heat




	eː
	
square, bared, haired




	ɜː
	
nurse, bird, heard




	æː
	
bag, tan, bad[nb 1]




	ɐː
	
start, palm, bath[nb 2]




	oː
	
thought, north, force






	


	IPA
	examples



	ɪə
	
near, beard, hear[nb 3]




	æɔ
	
mouth, bowed, how’d




	əʉ
	
goat, bode, hoed[nb 4]




	æɪ
	
face, bait, hade




	ɑe
	
price, bite, hide




	oɪ
	
choice, boy, oil









	


	
^ Historical /æ/ has split[image: External link] into two phonemes, one long and one short, so that, for example, in some parts of Australia bad does not rhyme with lad, while in others it does, that is to say, lad has the long vowel. However, all Australian regions distinguish can [kæn] "know how to, be able to" from can [kæːn] "(tin)can, to can [vegetables, etc.]".


	
^ Many words historically containing /æ/ have /ɐː/ instead, however the extent to which this development[image: External link] has taken hold varies regionally.


	
^ The boundary between monophthongs and diphthongs is somewhat fluid, /ɪə/, for example, is commonly realised as [ɪː], particularly in closed syllables, though also found in open syllables such as we're, here, and so on. In open syllables particularly the pronunciation varies from the bisyllabic [ɪːa] though the diphthong [ɪə] to the long vowel [ɪː].


	
^ In the environment of syllable final /l/, the diphthong əʉ assimilates to the /l/, i.e., becomes ɔʊ, and the final /l/ can become [w] when followed by a consonant, thus /ɡəʉld/ "gold" → /ɡɔʊld/ → [ɡɔʊwd], thus forming a minimal pair with /ɡəʉd/ "goad".
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 Consonants




There is little variation with respect to the sets of consonants[image: External link] used in various English dialects. There are, however, variations in how these consonants are used. Australian English is no exception.



	Consonant phonemes of Australian English[image: External link]



	 
	Bilabial[image: External link]
	Labio-

dental[image: External link]
	Dental[image: External link]
	Alveolar[image: External link]
	Post-

alveolar[image: External link]
	Palatal[image: External link]
	Velar[image: External link]
	Glottal[image: External link]



	Nasal[image: External link]
	 
	m
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	n
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	ŋ
	 
	 



	Plosive[image: External link]
	p
	b
	 
	 
	 
	 
	t
	d
	 
	 
	 
	 
	k
	ɡ
	 
	 



	Affricate[image: External link]
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	tʃ
	dʒ
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 



	Fricative[image: External link]
	 
	 
	f
	v
	θ
	ð
	s
	z
	ʃ
	ʒ
	 
	 
	 
	 
	h
	 



	Approximant[image: External link]
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	r
	 
	 
	 
	j
	 
	w
	 
	 



	Lateral[image: External link]
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	l (ɫ)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 




Australian English is non-rhotic[image: External link]; in other words, the /r/ sound does not appear at the end of a syllable or immediately before a consonant. However, a linking /r/[image: External link] can occur when a word that has a final <r> in the spelling comes before another word that starts with a vowel. An intrusive /r/[image: External link] may similarly be inserted before a vowel in words that do not have <r> in the spelling in certain environments, namely after the long vowel /oː/ and after word final /ə/.

There is some degree of allophonic variation in the alveolar stops[image: External link]. As with North American English, Intervocalic alveolar flapping[image: External link] is a feature of Australian English: prevocalic /t/ and /d/ surface as the alveolar tap[image: External link] [ɾ] after sonorants[image: External link] other than /ŋ/, /m/as well as at the end of a word or morpheme before any vowel in the same breath group. For many speakers, /t/ and /d/ in the combinations /tr/ and /dr/-are also palatalised, thus /tʃr/ and /dʒr/, as Australian /r/ is only very slightly retroflex, the tip remaining below the level of the bottom teeth in the same position as for /w/; it is also somewhat rounded ("to say 'r' the way Australians do you need to say 'w' at the same time"), where older English /wr/ and /r/ have fallen together as /ʷr/. The wine–whine merger[image: External link] is complete in Australian English.

Yod -dropping[image: External link] occurs after /s/, /z/ and, /θ/. Other cases of /sj/ and /zj/, along with /tj/ and /dj/, have coalesced[image: External link] to /ʃ/, /ʒ/, /tʃ/ and /dʒ/ respectively for many speakers. /j/ is generally retained in other consonant clusters[image: External link].

In common with American English[image: External link] and Scottish English[image: External link], the phoneme /l/ is pronounced as a "dark" (velarised) L in all positions, unlike other dialects such as English English[image: External link] and Hiberno (Irish) English[image: External link], where a light L (i.e., a non-velarised L) is used in many positions.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Pronunciation




Differences in stress, weak forms and standard pronunciation of isolated words occur between Australian English and other forms of English, which while noticeable do not impair intelligibility.

The affixes -ary, -ery, -ory, -bury, -berry and -mony (seen in words such as necessary, mulberry and matrimony) can be pronounced either with a full vowel or a schwa. Although some words like necessary are almost universally pronounced with the full vowel, older generations of Australians are relatively likely to pronounce these affixes with a schwa while younger generations are relatively likely to use a full vowel.

Words ending in unstressed -ile derived from Latin adjectives ending in -ilis are pronounced with a full vowel (/ɑel/), so that fertile rhymes with fur tile rather than turtle.

In addition, miscellaneous pronunciation differences exist when compared with other varieties of English in relation to seemingly random words. For example, as with American English, the vowel in yoghurt is pronounced as /əʉ/ ("long 'O'") rather than /ɔ/ ("short o"); vitamin, migraine and privacy are pronounced with /ɑe/ (as in mine) rather than /ɪ/, /iː/ and /ɪ/ respectively; paedophile is pronounced with /ɛ/ (as in red) rather than /iː/; and urinal is pronounced with schwa[image: External link] /ə/} rather than /aɪ/ ("long i"). As with British English, advertisement is pronounced with /ɪ/; tomato and vase are pronounced with /ɑː/ (as in father) instead of /eɪ/; zebra is pronounced with /ɛ/ (as in red) rather than /iː/; and buoy is pronounced as /bɔɪ/ (as in boy) rather than /buːi/. Two examples of miscellaneous pronunciations which contrast with both standard American and British usages are data, which is pronounced with /ɑː/ ("dah") as opposed to /eɪ/ ("day"); and maroon, pronounced with /oʊ/ ("own") as opposed to /uː/ ("oon").
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	Variation in Australian closing diphthongs



	Diaphoneme
	Lexical set
	Cultivated
	General
	Broad



	/iː/
	FLEECE
	[ɪi]
	[ɪi]
	[əːɪ]



	/uː/
	GOOSE
	[ʊu]
	[ïɯ, ʊʉ]
	[əːʉ]



	/eɪ/
	FACE
	[ɛɪ]
	[ɐ̟ɪ]
	[ɐ̟ːɪ, a̠ːɪ]



	/oʊ/
	GOAT
	[o̽ʊ]
	[ɐ̟ʉ]
	[ɐ̟ːʉ, a̠ːʉ]



	/aɪ/
	PRICE
	[a̠ɪ̞]
	[ɒɪ̞]
	[ɒːɪ̞]



	/aʊ/
	MOUTH
	[a̠ʊ]
	[æo]
	[ɛːo, ɛ̃ːɤ]




Main article: Variation in Australian English


Academic research has shown that the most notable variation within Australian English is largely sociocultural[image: External link]. This is mostly evident in phonology, which is divided into three sociocultural varieties: broad, general and cultivated.[17]

A limited range of word choices[image: External link] is strongly regional in nature. Consequently, the geographical background of individuals can be inferred, if they use words that are peculiar to particular Australian states or territories and, in some cases, even smaller regions.

In addition, some Australians speak creole languages[image: External link] derived from Australian English, such as Australian Kriol[image: External link], Torres Strait Creole[image: External link] and Norfuk[image: External link].
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The broad, general and cultivated accents form a continuum that reflects minute variations in the Australian accent. They can reflect the social class[image: External link], education and urban or rural background of speakers, though such indicators are not always reliable.[18] According to linguists, the general Australian variant emerged some time before 1900.[19] Recent generations have seen a comparatively smaller proportion of the population speaking with the broad variant, along with the near extinction of the cultivated Australian accent.[20][21] The growth and dominance of general Australian accents perhaps reflects its prominence on radio and television during the late 20th century.

Australian Aboriginal English[image: External link] is made up of a range of forms which developed differently in different parts of Australia, and are said to vary along a continuum, from forms close to Standard Australian English to more non-standard forms. There are distinctive features of accent, grammar, words and meanings, as well as language use.

The ethnocultural dialects are diverse accents in Australian English that are spoken by the minority[image: External link] groups, which are of non-English speaking background.[22] A massive immigration from Asia has made a large increase in diversity and the will for people to show their cultural identity within the Australian context.[23] These ethnocultural varieties contain features of General Australian English as adopted by the children of immigrants blended with some non-English language features, such as the Afro-Asiatic[image: External link] and Asian languages[image: External link].
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Although Australian English is relatively homogeneous, some regional variations are notable. The dialects of English spoken in South Australia[image: External link], Western Australia[image: External link], New South Wales, Victoria, Tasmania, Queensland and the Torres Strait Islands[image: External link] differ slightly from each other. Differences exist both in terms of vocabulary and phonology.

Most regional differences come down to word usage. For example, swimming clothes are known as cossies or swimmers in New South Wales, togs in Queensland, and bathers in Victoria, Tasmania, Western Australia and South Australia;[24] what is referred to as a stroller in most of Australia is called a pusher in Victoria and usually a pram in Western Australia, South Australia and Tasmania.[25] Preference for synonymous words also differs between states. For example, garbage (i.e., garbage bin, garbage truck) dominates over rubbish in New South Wales and Queensland, while rubbish is more popular in Victoria, Tasmania, Western Australia and South Australia.[25] The word footy generally refers to the most popular football code[image: External link] in the particular state or territory; that is, rugby league in New South Wales and Queensland, and Australian rules football elsewhere. Beer glasses are also named differently[image: External link] in different states. Distinctive grammatical patterns exist such as the use of the interrogative eh (also spelled ay or aye), which is particularly associated with Queensland.

There are some notable regional variations in the pronunciations of certain words. The extent to which the trap‑bath split[image: External link] has taken hold is one example. This phonological development is more advanced in South Australia, which had a different settlement chronology and type from other parts of the country, which resulted in a prolonged British English influence that outlasted that of the other colonies. Words such as dance, advance, plant, graph, example and answer are pronounced far more frequently with the older /æ/ (as in mad) outside South Australia, but with /aː/ (as in father) within South Australia.[25] L -vocalisation[image: External link] is also more common in South Australia than other states. In Western Australian and Queensland English, the vowels in near and square are typically realised as centring diphthongs ("nee-ya"), whereas in the other states they may also be realised as monophthongs.[26] A feature common in Victorian English is salary–celery merger[image: External link], whereby a Victorian pronunciation of Ellen may sound like Alan to speakers from other states. There is also regional variation in /uː/ before /l/ (as in school and pool).


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Vocabulary




Main article: Australian English vocabulary[image: External link]


Australian English has many words and idioms which are unique to the dialect and have been written on extensively, with the Macquarie Dictionary, widely regarded as the national standard, incorporating numerous Australian terms.[27]

Internationally well-known examples of Australian terminology include outback, meaning a remote, sparsely populated area, the bush, meaning either a native forest or a country area in general, and g'day, a greeting. Dinkum, or fair dinkum means "true" or "is that true?", among other things, depending on context and inflection.[28] The derivative dinky-di means "true" or devoted: a "dinky-di Aussie" is a "true Australian".

Australian poetry[image: External link], such as "The Man from Snowy River[image: External link]", as well as folk songs[image: External link] such as "Waltzing Matilda", contain many historical Australian words and phrases that are understood by Australians even though some are not in common usage today.

Australian English, in common with several British English dialects (for example, Cockney[image: External link], Scouse[image: External link], Glaswegian[image: External link] and Geordie[image: External link]), uses the word mate[image: External link]. Many words used by Australians were at one time used in the United Kingdom but have since fallen out of usage or changed in meaning there.

For example, creek in Australia, as in North America, means a stream or small river, whereas in the UK it means a small watercourse flowing into the sea; paddock in Australia means field, whereas in the UK it means a small enclosure for livestock; bush or scrub in Australia, as in North America, means a wooded area, whereas in England they are commonly used only in proper names (such as Shepherd's Bush[image: External link] and Wormwood Scrubs[image: External link]).

Litotes[image: External link], such as "not bad", "not much" and "you're not wrong", are also used, as are diminutives[image: External link], which are commonly used and are often used to indicate familiarity. Some common examples are arvo (afternoon), barbie (barbecue), smoko[image: External link] (cigarette break), Aussie (Australian) and pressie (present/gift). This may also be done with people's names to create nicknames[image: External link] (other English speaking countries create similar diminutives[image: External link]). For example, "Gazza" from Gary, or "Smitty" from John Smith. The use of the suffix -o originates in Irish Gaelic[citation needed[image: External link]] (Irish ó), which is both a postclitic and a suffix with much the same meaning as in Australian English.

In informal speech, incomplete comparisons are sometimes used, such as "sweet as" (as in "That car is sweet as."). "Full", "fully" or "heaps" may precede a word to act as an intensifier (as in "The waves at the beach were heaps good."). This was more common in regional Australia and South Australia[ when?[image: External link]] but has been in common usage in urban Australia for decades. The suffix "-ly" is sometimes omitted in broader Australian English. For instance, "really good" can become "real good".

Australia's switch to the metric system[image: External link] in the 1970s changed the country's vocabulary of measurement from imperial[image: External link] towards metric measures.[29]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Comparison with other varieties




Where British and American vocabulary differs[image: External link], Australians sometimes favour a usage different from both varieties, as with footpath (for US sidewalk, UK pavement), capsicum (for US bell pepper, UK green/red pepper), or doona[image: External link] (for US comforter, UK duvet). In other instances, it either shares a term with American English, as with truck[image: External link] (UK: lorry) or eggplant[image: External link] (UK: aubergine), or with British English, as with mobile phone[image: External link] (US: cell phone) or bonnet[image: External link] (US: hood).

A non-exhaustive selection of common British English terms not commonly used in Australian English include (Australian usage in brackets): artic/articulated lorry (semi-trailer); aubergine (eggplant); bank holiday (public holiday); bedsit (one-bedroom apartment); bin lorry (garbage/rubbish truck); cagoule (raincoat); candy floss (fairy floss); cash machine (automatic teller machine/ATM); child-minder (babysitter); clingfilm (glad wrap/cling-wrap); cooker (stove); courgette (zucchini); crisps (chips/potato chips); skive (bludge); dungarees (overalls); dustbin (garbage/rubbish bin); dustcart (garbage/rubbish truck); duvet (doona); elastoplast/plaster (band-aid); estate car (station wagon); fairy cake (cupcake/patty cake); flannel ((face) washer/wash cloth); free phone (toll-free); football (soccer); full fat milk (full-cream milk); high street (main street); hoover (v - to vacuum); horsebox (horse float); ice lolly (ice block/icy pole); kitchen roll (paper towel); lavatory (toilet); lilo (inflatable mattress); lorry (truck); marrow (squash); off-licence (bottle shop); pavement (footpath); potato crisps (potato chips); red/green pepper (capsicum); pilchard (sardine); pillar box (mail box); plimsoll (sandshoe); pushchair (pram/stroller); saloon car (sedan); sellotape (sticky tape); snog (v - to kiss or cuddle); swan (v - to go somewhere in an ostentatious way); sweets (lollies); utility room (laundry); Wellington boots (gumboots).

A non-exhaustive list of American English terms not commonly found in Australian English include: acclimate (acclimatise); aluminum (aluminium); bangs (fringe); bell pepper (capsicum); bellhop (hotel porter); broil (grill); burglarize (burgle); busboy (included under the broader term of waiter); candy (lollies); cell phone (mobile phone); cilantro (coriander); comforter (doona); counter-clockwise (anticlockwise); diaper (nappy); downtown (CBD); drywall (plasterboard); emergency brake (handbrake); faucet (tap); flashlight (torch); frosting (icing); gasoline (petrol); golden raisin (sultana); hood (bonnet); jell-o (jelly); jelly (jam); math (maths); nightstand (bedside table); pacifier (dummy); period (full stop); parking lot (car park); popsicle (ice block/icy pole); railway ties (sleepers); rear view mirror (rear vision mirror); row house (terrace house); scallion (spring onion); silverware/flatware (cutlery); stickshift (manual transmission); streetcar (tram); takeout (takeaway); trash can (garbage/rubbish bin); trunk (boot); turn signal (indicator/blinker); vacation (holiday); upscale/downscale (upmarket/downmarket); windshield (windscreen).

Terms shared by British and American English but not so commonly found in Australian English include: abroad (overseas); cooler[image: External link]/ice box (esky); flip-flops[image: External link] (thongs); pickup truck[image: External link] (ute); wildfire[image: External link] (bushfire).

Australian English is particularly divergent from other varieties with respect to geographical terminology, due to the country's unique geography. This is particularly true when comparing with British English, due to that country's dramatically different geography. British geographical terms not in common use in Australia include: coppice (cleared bushland); dell (valley); fen (swamp); heath (shrubland); meadow (grassy plain); moor (swampland); spinney (shrubland); stream (creek); woods (bush) and village (even the smallest settlements in Australia are called towns or stations).

In addition, a number of words in Australian English have different meanings from those ascribed in other varieties of English. Clothing-related examples are notable. Pants in Australian English refer to British English trousers but in British English refer to Australian English underpants; vest in Australian English refers to British English waistcoat but in British English refers to Australian English singlet; thong in both American and British English refers to underwear (otherwise known as a G-string[image: External link]), while in Australian English it refers to British and American English flip-flop (footwear). There are numerous other examples, including biscuit which refers in Australian and British English to American English cookie or cracker but to a savoury cake in American English; Asian, which in Australian and American English commonly refers to people of East Asian[image: External link] heritage, as opposed to British English, in which it commonly refers to people of South Asian[image: External link] descent; and (potato) chips which refers both to British English crisps (which is not commonly used in Australian English) and to American English French fries (which is used alongside hot chips).

In addition to the large number of uniquely Australian idioms in common use, there are instances of idioms taking differing forms in the various Anglophone nations, for example home away from home, take with a grain of salt and wouldn't touch with a ten foot pole (which in British English take the respective forms home from home, take with a pinch of salt and wouldn't touch with a barge pole), or a drop in the ocean and touch wood (which in American English take the forms a drop in the bucket and knock on wood).
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As with American English, but unlike British English, collective nouns are almost always singular in construction, e.g., the government was unable to decide as opposed to the government were unable to decide. Shan't, the use of should as in I should be happy if ..., the use of haven't any instead of haven't got any and the use of don't let's in place of let's not, common in upper-register British English, are almost never encountered in Australian (or North American) English. River generally follows the name of the river in question as in North America, i.e., Darling River, rather than the British convention of coming before the name, e.g., River Thames. In South Australia however, the British convention applies—for example, the River Murray or the River Torrens. As with American English, on the weekend and studied medicine are used rather than the British at the weekend and read medicine. Similarly, around is more commonly used in constructions such as running around, stomping around or messing around in contrast with the British convention of using about.

In common with British English, the past tense and past participles of the verbs learn, spell and smell are often irregular (learnt, spelt, smelt). Similarly, in Australian usage, the to in I'll write to you is retained, as opposed to US usage where it may be dropped. While prepositions before days may be omitted in American English, i.e., She resigned Thursday, they are retained in Australian English, as in British English: She resigned on Thursday. Ranges of dates use to, i.e., Monday to Friday, as with British English, rather than Monday through Friday in American English. When saying or writing out numbers, and is inserted before the tens and units, i.e., one hundred and sixty-two, as with British practice. However Australians, like Americans, are more likely to pronounce numbers such as 1,200 as twelve hundred, rather than one thousand two hundred.
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As in most English-speaking countries, there is no official governmental regulator or overseer of correct spelling and grammar. The Macquarie Dictionary is used by some universities[image: External link] and some other organisations as a standard for Australian English spelling. The Style Manual: For Authors, Editors and Printers, the Cambridge Guide to Australian English Usage and the Australian Guide to Legal Citation are prominent style guides.

Australian spelling is closer to British[image: External link] than American spelling[image: External link]. As with British spelling, the u is retained in words such as colour, honour, labour and favour. While the Macquarie Dictionary lists the -our ending and follows it with the -or ending as an acceptable variant, the latter is rarely found in actual use today. Australian print media, including digital media, today strongly favour -our endings. A notable exception to this rule is the Australian Labor Party, which adopted the American spelling in 1912 as a result of -or spellings' comparative popularity at that time. Consistent with British spellings, -re, rather than -er, is the only listed variant in Australian dictionaries in words such as theatre, centre and manoeuvre. Unlike British English, which is split between -ise and -ize in words such as organise and realise, with -ize favoured by the Oxford English Dictionary[image: External link] and -ise listed as a variant, -ize is rare in Australian English and designated as a variant by the Macquarie Dictionary. Ae and oe are often maintained in words such as manoeuvre, paedophilia and foetus (excepting those listed below); however, the Macquarie dictionary lists forms with e (e.g., pedophilia, fetus) as acceptable variants and notes a tendency within Australian English towards using only e. Individual words where the preferred spelling is listed by the Macquarie Dictionary as being different from the British spellings include "program" (in all contexts) as opposed to "programme", "inquire" and derivatives "inquired", "inquiry", etc. as opposed to "enquire" and derivatives, "analog" (as opposed to digital) as opposed to "analogue", "livable" as opposed to "liveable", "guerilla" as opposed to "guerrilla", "yoghurt" as opposed to "yogurt", "verandah" as opposed to "veranda", "burqa" as opposed to "burka", "pastie" (food) as opposed to "pasty", "amoxycillin" as opposed to "amoxicillin", "dexamphetamine" as opposed to "dexamfetamine", "methicillin" as opposed to "meticillin", "oxpentifylline" as opposed to "pentoxifylline", and "thioguanine" as opposed to "tioguanine".[30][31][32] Unspaced prepositions such as "onto", "anytime", "alright" and "anymore" are also listed as being equally as acceptable as their spaced counterparts.[30][31][32]

Different spellings have existed throughout Australia's history. A pamphlet entitled The So-Called "American Spelling", published in Sydney some time in the 19th century, argued that "there is no valid etymological reason for the preservation of the u in such words as honor, labor, etc."[33] The pamphlet also claimed that "the tendency of people in Australasia is to excise the u, and one of the Sydney morning papers habitually does this, while the other generally follows the older form." What are today regarded as American spellings were popular in Australia throughout the late 19th and early 20th centuries, with the Victorian Department of Education endorsing them into the 1970s and The Age newspaper until the 1990s. This influence can be seen in the spelling of the Australian Labor Party and also in some place names such as Victor Harbor[image: External link]. The Concise Oxford English Dictionary[image: External link] has been attributed with re-establishing the dominance of the British spellings in the 1920s and 1930s.[34] For a short time during the late 20th century, Harry Lindgren[image: External link]'s 1969 spelling reform proposal (Spelling Reform 1 or SR1[image: External link]) gained some support in Australia: in 1975, the Australian Teachers' Federation[image: External link] adopted SR1 as a policy.[35] SR1 calls for the short /e/ sound (as in bet) to be spelt with E (for example friend→frend, head→hed).

Both single and double quotation marks[image: External link] are in use (with double quotation marks being far more common in print media), with logical (as opposed to typesetter's) punctuation[image: External link]. Spaced and unspaced em-dashes remain in mainstream use, as with American and Canadian English. The DD/MM/YYYY date format[image: External link] is followed and the 12-hour clock is generally used in everyday life (as opposed to service, police, and airline applications).
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There are two major English language keyboard layouts[image: External link], the United States layout and the United Kingdom layout. Australia universally uses the United States keyboard layout, which lacks pound sterling, Euro currency and negation[image: External link] symbols. Punctuation symbols are also placed differently from British keyboards.
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	The Australian National Dictionary[image: External link]

	International Phonetic Alphabet chart for English dialects[image: External link]

	Strine[image: External link]
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Christianity in Australia






Christianity[image: External link] is the largest Australian religion according to the national census[image: External link]. In the 2011 Census, 61.1% of Australians were listed as Christian. Australia has no official state religion and the Australian Constitution protects freedom of religion[image: External link].

The presence of Christianity in Australia began with the arrival of the First Fleet of British convicts in 1788. The religion grew to account for 96.1% of the national population at the time of the Federation of Australia in 1901. The Anglican Church of Australia (formerly known as the Church of England in Australia) was the largest church until 1986, when it was surpassed by the Roman Catholic Church in Australia. Post-war multiculturalism and a decline in religious observance among some sections of the population have diversified the demographics of religion in Australia.

Of the roughly 61% identifying as Christian in 2011, Roman Catholics made up 25%, Anglicans 17%, and 5% were affiliated with the Uniting Church in Australia[image: External link]. Post-war immigration has grown the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of Australia[image: External link] and there are large and growing Pentecostal groups, such as Sydney's Hillsong Church[image: External link]. The festivals of Easter[image: External link] and Christmas[image: External link] are public holidays in Australia. Around a quarter of students attend church owned schools and Christian organisations are leading non-government providers of health and welfare services through organisations like Catholic Health Australia[image: External link], Anglicare[image: External link], UnitingCare Australia[image: External link], the Salvation Army[image: External link] and St Vincent de Paul Society[image: External link].

Historically significant Australian Christians[1] have included the Reverend John Dunmore Lang[image: External link], Saint Mary MacKillop[image: External link], Catherine Helen Spence[image: External link], Pastor David Unaipon[image: External link], the Reverend John Flynn[image: External link], Pastor Sir Doug Nicholls[image: External link] and General Eva Evelyn Burrows[image: External link] of the Salvation Army. High-profile contemporary Australian Christians include Tim Costello[image: External link], Baptist[image: External link] minister and current CEO of World Vision Australia[image: External link]; Frank Brennan[image: External link], Jesuit human rights lawyer; Cardinal[image: External link] George Pell[image: External link], the Vatican's Prefect of the Secretariat for the Economy[image: External link]; Phillip Aspinall[image: External link] the current Archbishop[image: External link] of Brisbane[image: External link], Philip Freier[image: External link] the current Anglican Primate of Australia[image: External link] and Archbishop[image: External link] of Melbourne[image: External link]; and recent Prime Ministers[image: External link] John Howard[image: External link], Kevin Rudd[image: External link], Tony Abbott[image: External link] and Malcolm Turnbull; and John Dickson[image: External link], historian and founder of The Centre for Public Christianity.
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 History
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 Introduction of Christianity




Before European contact, indigenous people had performed the rites and rituals of the animist religion of the Dreamtime. Portuguese and Spanish Roman Catholics and Dutch and English Protestants were sailing into Australian waters from the seventeenth century.[3]

Among the first Roman Catholics known to have sighted Australia were the crew of a Spanish expedition of 1605–6. In 1606, the expedition's leader, Pedro Fernandez de Quiros[image: External link], landed in the New Hebrides[image: External link] and, believing it to be the fabled southern continent, he named the land: Austrialis del Espiritu Santo ("Southern Land of the Holy Spirit").[4][5] Later that year, his deputy Luís Vaz de Torres[image: External link] sailed through Australia's Torres Strait[image: External link].[6] The English navigator James Cook's favourable account of the fertile east coast of Australia in 1770 ultimately ensured that Australia's Christian foundations were to reflect the British denominations (with their Protestant majority and largely Irish, Roman Catholic minority).

The permanent presence of Christianity in Australia began with the arrival of the First Fleet of British convict ships at Sydney in 1788. The Reverend[image: External link] Richard Johnson[image: External link] of the Church of England was licensed as chaplain to the Fleet and the settlement. In early Colonial times, Church of England clergy worked closely with the governors[image: External link]. Johnson was charged by the governor, Arthur Phillip, with improving "public morality" in the colony, but he was also heavily involved in health and education.[7]

According to Manning Clark[image: External link], the early colonial officials of the colony had disdain for the "consolations of religion", but shared a view that "the Protestant religion and British institutions were the finest achievements of the wit of man for the promotion of liberty and a high material civilization." Thus they looked to Protestant ministers as the "natural moral policemen of society", of obvious social use in a convict colony for preaching against "drunkenness, whoring and gambling". Chaplain Johnson was an evangelical priest of the Church of England, the first of a series of clergymen, according to Clark, through whom "evangelical Christianity dominated the religious life of Protestant Christianity in Australia throughout the whole of the nineteenth century".[8]

On 7 February 1788, Arthur Phillip was sworn in over the Bible as the first Governor of the colony, and delivered a speech to the convicts counselling the Christian virtues of marriage and an end to promiscuity. Probably on the first Sunday, Chaplain Johnson gathered all those willing under a great tree and offered thanks to God – a week later he celebrated the colony's first Lord's Supper[image: External link] in an officer's tent.[9]

Johnson's successor, the Reverend Samuel Marsden[image: External link] (1765–1838), had magisterial[image: External link] duties and so was equated with the authorities by the convicts. He became known as the "flogging parson" for the severity of his punishments.[10]
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 Early Roman Catholicism




Some of the Irish convicts had been transported to Australia for political crimes or social rebellion in Ireland, so the authorities were suspicious of Roman Catholicism for the first three decades of settlement and Roman Catholic convicts were compelled to attend Church of England services.[11][12]

One-tenth of all the convicts who came to Australia on the First Fleet were Roman Catholic and at least half of them were born in Ireland.[13] A small proportion of British marines were also Roman Catholic. Other groups were also represented, for example, among the Tolpuddle martyrs[image: External link] were a number of Methodists[image: External link].

It was the crew of the French explorer La Pérouse[image: External link] who conducted the first Roman Catholic ceremony on Australian soil in 1788 – the burial of Father Louis Receveur[image: External link], a Franciscan monk, who died while the ships were at anchor at Botany Bay[image: External link], while on a mission to explore the Pacific.[14] The first Roman Catholic priest colonists arrived in Australia as convicts in 1800 – James Harold, James Dixon[image: External link] and Peter O'Neill, who had been convicted for "complicity" in the Irish 1798 Rebellion[image: External link]. Mr Dixon was conditionally emancipated and permitted to celebrate Mass[image: External link]. On 15 May 1803, in vestments made from curtains and with a chalice made of tin he conducted the first Roman Catholic Mass in New South Wales.[11] The Irish led Castle Hill Rebellion[image: External link] of 1804 alarmed the British authorities and Dixon's permission to celebrate Mass was revoked. Fr Jeremiah Flynn, an Irish Cistercian[image: External link], was appointed as Prefect Apostolic[image: External link] of New Holland and set out from Britain for the colony uninvited. Watched by authorities, Flynn secretly performed priestly duties before being arrested and deported to London. Reaction to the affair in Britain led to two further priests being allowed to travel to the colony in 1820 – John Joseph Therry[image: External link] and Philip Connolly[image: External link].[12] The foundation stone for the first St Mary's Cathedral, Sydney[image: External link] was laid on 29 October 1821 by Governor Lachlan Macquarie.

The absence of a Roman Catholic mission in Australia before 1818 reflected the legal disabilities of Roman Catholics in Britain and the difficult position of Ireland within the British Empire. The government therefore endorsed the English Benedictines[image: External link] to lead the early church in the colony.[15] William Bernard Ullathorne[image: External link] (1806–1889) was instrumental in influencing Pope Gregory XVI[image: External link] to establish a Roman Catholic hierarchy in Australia. Ullathorne was in Australia from 1833–1836 as vicar-general to Bishop William Morris (1794–1872), whose jurisdiction extended over the Australian missions.
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 Foundations of diversification and equality




The Church of England lost its legal privileges in the Colony of New South Wales by the Church Act of 1836. Drafted by the Roman Catholic attorney-general John Plunkett[image: External link], the act established legal equality for Episcopalians, Roman Catholics and Presbyterians and was later extended to Methodists. Nevertheless, social attitudes were slow to change. Laywoman Caroline Chisholm[image: External link] (1808–1877) faced discouragements and anti-papal feeling when she sought to establish a migrant women's shelter and worked for women's welfare in the colonies in the 1840s, though her humanitarian efforts later won her fame in England and great influence in achieving support for families in the colony.[16]

John Bede Polding[image: External link], a Benedictine monk[image: External link], was Sydney's first Roman Catholic bishop (and then archbishop) from 1835 to 1877. Polding requested a community of nuns be sent to the colony and five Irish Sisters of Charity[image: External link] arrived in 1838. The sisters set about pastoral care in a women's prison and began visiting hospitals and schools and establishing employment for convict women.[17] The sisters went on to establish hospitals in four of the eastern states, beginning with St Vincent's Hospital, Sydney[image: External link] in 1857 as a free hospital for all people, but especially for the poor.[18] At Polding's request, the Christian Brothers[image: External link] arrived in Sydney in 1843 to assist in schools. In 1857, Polding founded an Australian order of nuns in the Benedictine tradition – the Sisters of the Good Samaritan[image: External link] – to work in education and social work.[19] While Polding was in office, construction began on the ambitious Gothic Revival[image: External link] designs for St Patrick's Cathedral, Melbourne[image: External link] and the final St Mary's Cathedral in Sydney.

Since the 19th century, immigrants have brought their own expressions of Christianity with them. Particular examples are the Lutherans from Prussia[image: External link] who tended to settle in the Barossa Valley[image: External link], South Australia and in Queensland, Methodists[image: External link] in South Australia, with notable pockets coming from Cornwall[image: External link] to work the copper mines[image: External link] in Moonta[image: External link]. Other groups included the Presbyterian[image: External link], Congregationalist[image: External link] and Baptist[image: External link] churches. Establishing themselves first at Sevenhill[image: External link], in the newly established colony of South Australia in 1848, the Jesuits[image: External link] were the first religious order of priests to enter and establish houses in South Australia, Victoria, Queensland and the Northern Territory. While the Austrian Jesuits traversed the Outback on horseback to found missions and schools, Irish Jesuits arrived in the east in 1860 and had by 1880 established the major schools which survive to the present.[20]

In 1885, Patrick Francis Moran[image: External link] became Australia's first cardinal[image: External link]. Moran believed that Roman Catholics' political and civil rights were threatened in Australia and, in 1896, saw deliberate discrimination in a situation where "no office of first, or even second, rate importance is held by a Roman Catholic".[21]

The Churches became involved in mission work among the Aboriginal people of Australia in the 19th century as Europeans came to control much of the continent and the majority of the population was eventually converted. Colonial clergy such as Sydney's first Catholic archbishop, John Bede Polding, strongly advocated for Aboriginal rights and dignity[22]

With the withdrawal of state aid for church schools around 1880, the Roman Catholic Church, unlike other Australian churches, put great energy and resources into creating a comprehensive alternative system of education. It was largely staffed by nuns[image: External link], brothers and priests of religious orders, such as the Christian Brothers[image: External link] (who had returned to Australia in 1868); the Sisters of Mercy[image: External link] (who had arrived in Perth in 1846); Marist Brothers[image: External link], who came from France in 1872 and the Sisters of St Joseph[image: External link], founded in Australia by Saint Mary MacKillop[image: External link] and Fr Julian Tenison Woods[image: External link] in 1867.[23][24][25] MacKillop travelled throughout Australasia[image: External link] and established schools, convents and charitable institutions but came into conflict with those bishops who preferred diocesan control of the order rather than central control from Adelaide by the Josephite order. MacKillop administered the Josephites as a national order at a time when Australia was divided among individually governed colonies. She is today the most revered of Australian Roman Catholics, canonised[image: External link] by Benedict XVI[image: External link] in 2010.[26]

Also from Britain came the Salvation Army[image: External link] (its members sometimes called "Salvos" in Australia), which had been established in the slums of East London in 1865 to minister to the impoverished outcasts of the city. The first Salvation Army meeting in Australia was held in 1880. Edward Saunders and John Gore led the meeting from the back of a greengrocer's cart in Adelaide Botanic Park with an offer of food for those who had not eaten.[27] The Salvos also involved themeselves in finding work for the unemployed and in re-uniting families. In Melbourne from 1897 to 1910, The Army's Limelight Department[image: External link] was established as Australia's first film production company.[28] From such diverse activities, The Salvos have grown to be one of Australia's most respected charitable organisations, with a 2009 survey by Sweeney Research and the advertising group Grey Global finding the Salvation Army and the nation's Ambulance Service to be Australia's most trusted entities.[29] Australia's George Carpenter[image: External link] was General of the Salvation Army[image: External link] (worldwide leader) from 1939–1946 and Eva Burrows[image: External link] during the 1980s and 1990s.[30][31]
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 Commonwealth of Australia




Section 116 of the Australian Constitution of 1901 provided for freedom of religion[image: External link].[32] With the exception of the indigenous population, descendants of gold rush migrants and a small but significant Lutheran population of German descent, Australian society was predominantly Anglo-Celtic, with 40% of the population being Church of England, 23% Roman Catholic[image: External link], 34% other Christian and about 1% professing non-Christian religions. The first census in 1911 showed 96.1 per cent identified themselves as Christian.

Sectarianism[image: External link] in Australia tended to reflect the political inheritance of Britain[image: External link] and Ireland[image: External link]. Until 1945, the vast majority of Roman Catholics in Australia were of Irish[image: External link] descent, causing the Anglo-Protestant majority to question their loyalty to the British Empire.[12] The Church of England remained the largest Christian church until the 1986 census. After World War II, the ethnic and cultural mix of Australia diversified and the Church of England gave way to the Roman Catholic Church as the largest. The number of Anglicans attending regular worship began to decline in 1959 and figures for occasional services (baptisms, confirmations, weddings and funerals) started to decline after 1966.[33]

Further waves of migration and the gradual winding back of the White Australia Policy[image: External link], helped to reshape the profile of Australia's religious affiliations over subsequent decades. The impact of migration from Europe in the aftermath of World War II led to increases in affiliates of the Orthodox[image: External link] churches, the establishment of Reformed bodies, growth in the number of Catholics (largely from Italian migration) and Jews[image: External link] (Holocaust survivors). More recently (post-1970s), immigration from South-East Asia and the Middle East has expanded Buddhist and Muslim numbers considerably and increased the ethnic diversity of the existing Christian churches.

Russian sailors visiting Sydney celebrated the Divine Liturgy as long ago as 1820 and a Greek Orthodox population emerged from the mid 19th Century. The Greeks of Sydney and Melbourne had a priest by 1896 and the first Greek Orthodox church was opened at Surry Hills in Sydney in 1898. In 1924, the Metropolis of Australia and New Zealand was established under the Ecumenical Patriarchate[image: External link]. Greek immigration increased considerably following World War II and the Metropolis of Australia and New Zealand was elevated to Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of Australia[image: External link] and Metropolitan Ezekiel was appointed Archbishop in 1959. Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew[image: External link] visited Australia in November 1996.[34]

In the 1970s, the Methodist[image: External link], Presbyterian[image: External link] and Congregational[image: External link] churches in Australia united to form the Uniting Church in Australia[image: External link].[35] The church remains prominent in welfare services and noted for its innovative ministry initiatives such as those pioneered at centres like Sydney's Wayside Chapel[image: External link] in King's Cross.

1970 saw the first visit to Australia by a Pope, Paul VI[image: External link].[36] Pope John Paul II[image: External link] was the next Pope to visit Australia in 1986. At Alice Springs[image: External link], the Pope made an historic address to indigenous Australians, in which he praised the enduring qualities of Aboriginal culture, lamented the effects of dispossession of and discrimination; called for acknowledgment of Aboriginal land rights[image: External link] and reconciliation in Australia; and said that the Christian Church in Australia would not reach its potential until Aboriginal people had made their "contribution to her life and until that contribution has been joyfully received by others".[37] In July 2008, Sydney hosted the massive international youth festival "World Youth Day" led by Pope Benedict XVI[image: External link].[38][39] Around 500,000 welcomed the pope to Sydney and 270,000 watched the Stations of the Cross[image: External link]. More than 300,000 pilgrims camped out overnight in preparation for the final Mass,[40] where final attendance was between 300,000 and 400,000 people.[41][42][43]

In recent times, the Christian churches of Australia have been active in ecumenical[image: External link] activity. The Australian Committee for the World Council of Churches was established in 1946 by the Anglican and mainline Protestant churches. The movement evolved and expanded with Eastern and Oriental Orthodox churches later joining and by 1994 the Catholic Church[image: External link] was also a member of the national ecumenical body, the National Council of Churches in Australia[image: External link]. A 2015 study estimates some 20,000 Muslim converted to Christianity in Australia, most of them belonging to some form of Protestantism.[44]
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 Percentage of population since 1901






	Census year
	Anglican

%
	Catholic

%
	Other Christian

%
	Total Christian

%
	Total population counted

'000



	1901
	39.7
	22.7
	33.9
	96.1
	3,773.8



	1911
	38.4
	22.4
	35.1
	95.9
	4,455.0



	1921
	43.7
	21.7
	31.6
	96.9
	5,435.7



	1933
	38.7
	19.6
	28.1
	86.4
	6,629.8



	1947
	39.0
	20.9
	28.1
	88.0
	7,579.4



	1954
	37.9
	22.9
	28.5
	89.4
	8,986.5



	1961
	34.9
	24.9
	28.4
	88.3
	10,508.2



	1966
	33.5
	26.2
	28.5
	88.2
	11,599.5



	1971
	31.0
	27.0
	28.2
	86.2
	12,755.6



	1976
	27.7
	25.7
	25.2
	78.6
	13,548.4



	1981
	26.1
	26.0
	24.3
	76.4
	14,576.3



	1986
	23.9
	26.0
	23.0
	73.0
	15,602.2



	1991
	23.8
	27.3
	22.9
	74.0
	16,850.3



	1996
	22.0
	27.0
	21.9
	70.9
	17,752.8



	2001
	20.7
	26.6
	20.7
	68.0
	18,769.2



	2006
	18.7
	25.8
	19.3
	63.9
	19,855.3



	2011
	17.1
	25.3
	18.7
	61.1
	21,507.7




Data for table from Australian Bureau of Statistics.[2]
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 Indigenous Australians and Christianity




Christianity and European culture[image: External link] have had a significant impact on Indigenous Australians, their religion and their culture. As in many colonial[image: External link] situations the churches both facilitated the loss of Indigenous Australian culture and religion and also facilitated its maintenance. The involvement of Christians in Aboriginal affairs has evolved singnificantly since 1788. Around the year 2000, many churches and church organisations officially apologised for past failures to adequately respect indigenous cultures and address the injustices of the dispossession of indigenous people.[45][46][47]

Christian missionaries[image: External link] often witnessed to Indigenous people in an attempt to convert[image: External link] them to Christianity. The Presbyterian Church of Australia[image: External link]’s Australian Inland Mission[image: External link] and the Lutheran[image: External link] mission at Hermannsburg, Northern Territory[image: External link] being examples. Many missionaries often studied Aboriginal society from an Anthropological[image: External link] perspective.[48] Missionaries have made significant contributions to anthropological and linguistic understanding of Indigenous Australians and aspects of Christian services have been adapted when there is Aboriginal involvement – even masses during Papal visits to Australia will include traditional Aboriginal smoking ceremonies[image: External link].[49] It was the practice of some Missions to enforce a 'forgetting' of Aboriginal culture. Others, like Fr Kevin McKelson of Broome[image: External link] encouraged aboriginal culture and language while also promoting the merits of western style education in the 1960s.[50]

Prominent Aboriginal activist Noel Pearson[image: External link], himself raised at a Lutheran[image: External link] mission in Cape York, has written that missions throughout Australia's colonial history "provided a haven from the hell of life on the Australian frontier while at the same time facilitating colonisation".[51]

In the Torres Strait Islands[image: External link], the Coming of the Light Festival marks the day the Christian missionaries first arrived on the islands on 1 July 1871 and introduced Christianity to the region. This is a significant festival for Torres Strait Islanders, who are predominantly Christian. Religious and cultural ceremonies are held across Torres Strait and mainland Australia.[52]

Prominent Aboriginal Christians have included Pastor David Unaipon[image: External link], the first Aboriginal author; Pastor Sir Douglas Nicholls[image: External link], athlete, activist and former Governor of South Australia; Mum (Shirl) Smith[image: External link], a celebrated Redfern[image: External link] community worker who, assisted by the Sisters of Charity[image: External link], worked in the courts and organised prison visitations, medical and social assistance for Aborigines,[48] and former Senator Aden Ridgeway[image: External link], the first Chairman of the Aboriginal Catholic Ministry.[48] The Uniting Aboriginal and Islander Christian Congress[image: External link], associated with the Uniting Church in Australia[image: External link], is an organisation developed and managed by Indigenous people to "provide spiritual, social and economic pathways for Australia's First People".[53]

In recent times, Christians like Fr Ted Kennedy[image: External link] of Redfern,[54] Jesuit[image: External link] human rights lawyer Fr Frank Brennan[image: External link][55] and the Josephite Sisters[image: External link] have been prominent in working for Aboriginal rights and improvements to standards of living.[56]

The National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Catholic Council[57] is the peak body representing Indigenous Catholics in Australia and was formed in Cairns in January 1989 at the first National Conference of the Aboriginal and Islander Catholic Councils. In 1992 the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference officially recognised and welcomed it as the national representative and consultative body to the church on issues concerning Indigenous Catholics.

The members of the council stand down every three years and a new council is appointed. NATSICC's funding comes in the form of Voluntary contributions from schools, parishes and religious orders. In addition, Caritas Australia provides ongoing funding.

Encouraged by Pope John Paul II’s words in the Post Synodal Apostolic Exhortation Ecclesia in Oceania NATSICC is determined to continue, as the peak Indigenous Catholic representative body, to actively support and promote Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander participation in the Catholic Church in Australia.
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 Social and political engagement
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Christian charitable organisations, hospitals and schools have played a prominent role in welfare and education since Colonial times, when the First Fleet's Church of England chaplain, Richard Johnson[image: External link], was credited as "the physician both of soul and body" during the famine of 1790 and was charged with general supervision of schools.[7] The Catholic laywoman[image: External link] Caroline Chisolm[image: External link] helped single migrant women and rescued homeless girls in Sydney.[58] In his welcoming address to the Catholic World Youth Day 2008[image: External link] in Sydney the then Prime Minister, Kevin Rudd[image: External link], said that Christianity had been a positive influence on Australia: "It was the church that began first schools for the poor, it was the church that began first hospitals for the poor, it was the church that began first refuges for the poor and these great traditions continue for the future."[59]
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 Welfare




A number of Christian churches are significant national providers of social welfare[image: External link] services (including residential aged care[image: External link] and the Job Network[image: External link]) and education. These include:


	
The Salvation Army[image: External link]. In 2012, the Australian prime minister, Julia Gillard[image: External link] (herself not religious but with family connections to the work of Salvation Army), praised the welfare work of the Salvation Army in Australia[image: External link] as "Christianity with its sleeves rolled up" and which, she said, was each week reuniting 40 Australian families; assisting 500 drug, alcohol or gambling addiction affected people; providing 2000 homeless with shelter; and counselling thousands more.[60]


	The Uniting Church in Australia[image: External link] does extensive community work in aged care, hospitals, nursing, family support services, youth services and with the homeless. Services include UnitingCare Australia[image: External link], Exodus Foundation[image: External link], the Wesley Missions[image: External link] and Lifeline counseling.[13]


	The Anglican Church of Australia has organisations working in education, health, missionary work, social welfare and communications. Organisations include Anglicare[image: External link] and the Samaritans[image: External link].

	The Roman Catholic Church[image: External link]: Catholic Social Services Australia[image: External link] is the church’s peak national body. Its 63 member organisations help more than a million Australians each year. Catholic organisations include: Centacare[image: External link], Caritas Australia[image: External link], Jesuit Refugee Service[image: External link], St Vincent de Paul Society[image: External link], Josephite Community Aid[image: External link]; Fr. Chris Riley's[image: External link] Youth Off The Streets[image: External link]; Edmund Rice Camps[image: External link]; and the Bob Maguire Foundation[image: External link]. Two religious orders founded in Australia which engaged in welfare and charity work are the Sisters of St Joseph of the Sacred Heart[image: External link] and the Sisters of the Good Samaritan[image: External link].[12] Many international orders also work in welfare, such as the Little Sisters of the Poor[image: External link] who work in aged care and the Sisters of Charity of Australia[image: External link], who have played a prominent role in healthcare and women's welfare in Australia since the 1830s.

	
Hillsong Church[image: External link]'s Hillsong Emerge[image: External link] is a local example in Sydney, New South Wales[image: External link].

	The Baptist Church[image: External link]'s Tim Costello[image: External link] is CEO of World Vision Australia[image: External link].

	Other Christian humanitarian aid[image: External link] organisations operating in Australia include: Christian Children's Fund[image: External link], Christian Blind Mission International[image: External link]; Mission Australia[image: External link]; St Luke's, the Christian Blind Mission[image: External link]; Compassion Australia[image: External link]; St John Ambulance Australia[image: External link];
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 Health




Catholic Health Australia[image: External link] is the largest non-government provider grouping of health, community and aged care services in Australia. These do not operate for profit and range across the full spectrum of health services, representing about 10% of the health sector and employing 35,000 people.[61] Catholic religious orders founded many of Australia's hospitals. Irish Sisters of Charity[image: External link] arrived in Sydney in 1838 and established St Vincent's Hospital, Sydney[image: External link] in 1857 as a free hospital for the poor. The Sisters went on to found hospitals, hospices, research institutes and aged care facilities in Victoria, Queensland and Tasmania.[62] At St Vincent's they trained leading surgeon Victor Chang[image: External link] and opened Australia's first AIDS[image: External link] clinic.[63] In the 21st century, with more and more lay people involved in management, the sisters began callaborating with Sisters of Mercy[image: External link] Hospitals in Melbourne and Sydney. Jointly the group operates four public hospitals; seven private hospitals and 10 aged care facilities. The English Sisters of the Little Company of Mary[image: External link] arrived in 1885 and have since established public and private hospitals, retirement living and residential aged care, community care and comprehensive palliative care in New South Wales, the ACT, Victoria, Tasmania, South Australia and the Northern Territory.[64] The Little Sisters of the Poor[image: External link], who follow the charism[image: External link] of Saint Jeanne Jugan[image: External link] to 'offer hospitality to the needy aged' arrived in Melbourne in 1884 and now operate four aged care homes in Australia.[65]

An example of a Christian Welfare agency is ADRA[image: External link] (Adventist Development and Relief Agency).[66] This welfare agency is an internationally recognized agency run by the Seventh-day Adventist Church[image: External link]. ADRA is operational in more than 120 countries, around the world, providing relief and development, where ever needed. Within Australia they provide shelter, relief, and services to those in need. They have numerous refuges set up those suffering abuse, as well as shelters for those in need. As well many other things such as food distribution, op-shops etc.

The Reverend John Flynn[image: External link], a minister of the Presbyterian Church[image: External link] founded what was to become the Royal Flying Doctor Service[image: External link] in 1928 in Cloncurry[image: External link], Queensland, to bring health services to the isolated communities of the Australian The Bush[image: External link].[67]
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Main articles: Catholic education in Australia and Anglican education in Australia[image: External link]


There are substantial networks of Christian schools associated with the Christian churches and also some that operate as parachurch organisations[image: External link]. The Catholic education system is the second biggest sector after government schools and has more than 730,000[68] students and around 21 per cent of all secondary school enrolments. The Catholic Church has established primary, secondary and tertiary educational institutions in Australia. The Anglican Church has around 145 schools in Australia[image: External link], providing for more than 105,000 children. The Uniting Church has around 48 schools [13][69] as does the Seventh-day Adventist Church.[70]

Mary MacKillop[image: External link] was a 19th-century Australian nun who founded an educational order, the Sisters of St Joseph of the Sacred Heart[image: External link], and has recently become the first Australian to be canonised as a saint[image: External link] by the Roman Catholic Church[image: External link].[71] Other Catholic religious orders involved in education in Australia have included: Sisters of Mercy[image: External link], Marist Brothers[image: External link], Christian Brothers[image: External link], Benedictine Sisters[image: External link] and Jesuits[image: External link].

Church schools range from elite, high cost schools to low fee locally based schools. Churches with networks of schools include:


	Anglican[image: External link]

	Roman Catholic[image: External link]

	Uniting Church[image: External link]

	Baptist[image: External link]

	Eastern Orthodox[image: External link]

	Lutheran[image: External link]

	Nondenominational[image: External link]



The Australian Catholic University[image: External link] opened in 1991 following the amalgamation of four Catholic tertiary institutions in eastern Australia. These institutions had their origins in the 19th century, when religious orders and institutes became involved in preparing teachers for Catholic schools and nurses for Catholic hospitals.[72] The University of Notre Dame Australia[image: External link] opened in Western Australia in December 1989, and now has over 9000 students on three campuses in Fremantle, Sydney and Broome.[73]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Politics




Church leaders have often involved themselves in political issues in areas they consider relevant to Christian teachings. In early Colonial times, Catholicism was restricted but Church of England clergy worked closely with the governors. The Reverend Samuel Marsden[image: External link] had magisterial[image: External link] duties and so was equated with the authorities by the convicts. He became known as the "floging parson" for the severity of his punishments.[10] An early Catholic missionary, William Ullathorne[image: External link], criticised the convict system, publishing a pamphlet, The Horrors of Transportation Briefly Unfolded to the People, in Britain in 1837.[74] Australia's first Catholic cardinal[image: External link], Patrick Francis Moran[image: External link] (1830–1911), was politically active. As a proponent of Australian Federation[image: External link] he denounced anti-Chinese legislation as "unchristian"; became an advocate for women's suffrage[image: External link] and alarmed conservatives by supporting trade unionism[image: External link] and "Australian socialism".[75] Archbishop Daniel Mannix[image: External link] of Melbourne was a controversial voice against conscription[image: External link] during World War I[image: External link] and against British policy in Ireland.[76]

Aboriginal pastors David Unaipon[image: External link] and Sir Douglas Nicholls[image: External link], former Catholic priest Patrick Dodson[image: External link] and Jesuit[image: External link] priest Frank Brennan[image: External link] have been high-profile Christians engaged in the cause of Aboriginal rights.[55][77][78]

The Australian Labor Party had largely been supported by Catholics until prominent layman B. A. Santamaria[image: External link] formed the Democratic Labor Party[image: External link] over concerns of Communist[image: External link] influence over the trade union movement in the 1950s.[79]

In 1999, Catholic cardinal Edward Clancy[image: External link] wrote to the prime minister, John Howard[image: External link], urging him to send an armed peacekeeping force to East Timor to end the violence engulfing that country.[80] The current Archbishops of Sydney, Cardinal George Pell[image: External link] (Catholic) and Peter Jensen[image: External link] (Anglican), have concerned themselves with traditional issues of Christian doctrine, such as marriage[image: External link] or abortion[image: External link], but have also raised questions about government policies such as the Work Choices[image: External link] industrial relations reforms and the mandatory detention[image: External link] of asylum seekers[image: External link].[81][82] Tim Costello[image: External link], a Baptist[image: External link] minister and the CEO of World Vision[image: External link] Australia, has often been vocal on issues of welfare, foreign aid and climate change[image: External link].[83]
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When taking their oath of office[image: External link], ministers in the Australian federal government may elect to swear that oath on the Bible. In 2007, half of the 40 member cabinet of the Rudd Government[image: External link] chose to do so.[84] Historically most Australian prime ministers have been Christians of varying denominations. Of recent prime ministers, Bob Hawke is an agnostic[image: External link] son of a Congregational[image: External link] minister; Paul Keating[image: External link] is a practising Catholic[image: External link]; John Howard[image: External link] and Kevin Rudd[image: External link] are practising Anglicans[image: External link], and Tony Abbott[image: External link] is a practising Catholic[image: External link].[79][85][86][87] Former Prime Minister, Julia Gillard[image: External link], was raised by Christian parents but is herself an atheist.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Religion is often kept "low-key" as topic of discussion in politics in Australia, but a number of current and past politicians present themselves as Christian in public life, these include:


	Federally: Tony Abbott[image: External link] (Roman Catholic, Former Prime Minister), Kevin Rudd[image: External link] (Anglican, former Roman Catholic, Former Prime Minister), Joe Hockey[image: External link], (Roman Catholic, Treasurer) Christopher Pyne[image: External link] (Roman Catholic, Liberal[image: External link] MP), Andrew Robb[image: External link], (Roman Catholic, Liberal Party of Australia[image: External link]), Kevin Andrews[image: External link], (Roman Catholic, Liberal Party of Australia[image: External link] MP). Historically, most Australian prime ministers have been Christians and recent oppositions leaders Kim Beazley[image: External link] (Anglican); Brendon Nelson[image: External link] and Malcolm Turnbull (Catholic) were all practising Christians. Prominent senators Brian Harradine[image: External link], Tasmanian independent (1975–2005) and Steve Fielding[image: External link] (Pentecostal, Family First[image: External link] former senator) often referred to their Christianity and Brian Howe[image: External link] Labor Deputy Prime Minister (1991–1995). Though the monarch is not the head of the Anglican Church of Australia, the monarch must be in communion with the Anglican Church of Australia. In recent decades, Pastor Doug Nicholls[image: External link] served as Governor of South Australia[image: External link] and Archbishop Peter Hollingsworth[image: External link] served as Governor General of Australia[image: External link].

	State: Former New South Wales premier Kristina Keneally[image: External link] is a theology graduate and another former premier, John Fahey[image: External link], is a former seminarian. The Reverend Fred Nile[image: External link] and the Reverend Gordon Moyes[image: External link] have been two long serving members of the New South Wales Legislative Council[image: External link]. Andrew Evans[image: External link] in the South Australian Legislative Council[image: External link] and Joh Bjelke Petersen[image: External link] Premier of Queensland[image: External link] (1968 to 1987) were also Christians. NSW premier Mike Baird[image: External link] and NSW Commissioner of Police Andrew Scipione[image: External link] are both Christians.



The Parliamentary Christian Fellowship[image: External link], also known as the Parliamentary prayer group, is a gathering of Christian politicians in the Australian parliament[image: External link], who hold prayer sessions on Monday nights in Parliament House, Canberra.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Culture and the arts





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Festivals




The Christian festivals of Christmas[image: External link] and Easter[image: External link] are marked as public holidays in Australia.
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The Christian festival of Christmas celebrates the birth of Jesus Christ[image: External link]. As in most Western nations, Christmas in Australia is an important time even for non-religious people and is generally celebrated on 25 December. Churches of the Western Christian tradition hold Christmas Day services on this day but most churches of Eastern Christian tradition – Ethiopian Orthodox[image: External link], Russian Orthodox[image: External link] or the Armenian Church[image: External link] celebrate Christmas on 6 or 7 January. Both Christmas Day and 26 December (Boxing Day[image: External link]) are public holidays throughout Australia.[88]

Although Christmas in Australia is celebrated during the Southern Hemisphere[image: External link] summer, many Northern Hemisphere[image: External link] traditions are observed in Australia – families and friends exchange Christmas cards and gifts and gather for Christmas dinners; sing songs about snow and sleighbells; decorate Christmas trees[image: External link]; and tell stories of Santa Claus[image: External link]. Nevertheless, local adaptations have arisen – large open-air carol services are conducted on summer evenings before Christmas – such as the Carols by Candlelight[image: External link] in Melbourne and Sydney's Carols in the Domain[image: External link]. The Christmas song Six White Boomers, by Rolf Harris[image: External link], tells of Santa undertaking his flight around Australia hauled by six white-boomer kangaroos in place of reindeer[image: External link]. Christian carols such as Three Drovers or Christmas Day by John Wheeler and William G. James[image: External link] place the hymns of praise firmly in an Australian context of warm, dry Christmas winds and red dust. Although a hot roast dinner remains a favourite Christmas meal, the summer temperatures can tempt some Australians toward the nearest watercourses to cool down between feasts. It is a tradition for international visitors to gather en masse at Sydney's Bondi Beach[image: External link] on Christmas Day.

The Assyrian Church of the East[image: External link] is also known to be a crowd drawer for the special Christmas Eve midnight mass. More than 15,000 faithful gather at churches in Sydney, notably the St Hurmizd Cathedral in Sydney's west.
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The Christian festival of Easter commemorates the Bible[image: External link]'s account of the Crucification[image: External link] and Resurrection[image: External link] of Jesus Christ. In Australia, in addition to the religious significance of Easter for Christians, the festival is marked by a four-day holiday weekend starting on Good Friday[image: External link] and ending on Easter Monday[image: External link] – which generally coincides with school holidays and is an opportunity for family and friends to travel and reunite. Across Australia, church services are well attended, as are secular music festivals, fairs and sporting events. One such Easter event is Easterfest[image: External link] an annual Christian Music Festival in Queen's Park Toowoomba and known as the largest drug and alcohol free festival in Australia.[89]

Traditional Easter foods commonly consumed in Australia include Hot Cross Buns[image: External link], recalling the cross of the Crucifixion, and chocolate Easter Eggs[image: External link] – symbolic of the promise of New Life offered by the Resurrection. Although chocolate eggs are now eaten throughout the period, eggs were traditionally exchanged on Easter Sunday[image: External link] and, as in other nations, young children believe their eggs to be delivered by the Easter Bunny[image: External link]. A local variant on this tradition is the story of the Easter Bilby[image: External link], which seeks to raise the profile of an endangered Australian native, the Bilby[image: External link] whose existence is threatened by the imported European rabbit[image: External link] population.[90]

Other Easter traditions have been brought by migrant communities to Australia. Greek Orthodox[image: External link] traditions have a wide following among descendants of Greek immigrants; and a fishermen's tradition brought from Sicily[image: External link], the Ulladulla[image: External link] Blessing of the Fleet[image: External link], takes place on the New South Wales South Coast with St Peter[image: External link] as patron.[91]
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See also

Main article: List of Catholic cathedrals in Australia[image: External link]


Main article: List of cathedrals[image: External link]


Most towns in Australia have at least one Christian church. One of Australia's oldest is St. James Church, Sydney[image: External link], built between 1819 and 1824. The historic Anglican church was designed by Governor Macquarie's architect, Francis Greenway[image: External link] – a former convict – and built with convict labour. It is set on a sandstone base and built of face brick with the walls articulated by brick piers.[92] Sydney's Anglican Cathedral of St Andrew[image: External link] was consecrated in 1868 from foundations laid in the 1830s. Largely designed by Edmund Thomas Blacket[image: External link] in the Perpendicular Gothic[image: External link] style reminiscent of English cathedrals. Blacket also designed St Saviour's Goulburn Cathedral[image: External link], based on the Decorated Gothic[image: External link] style of a large English parish church and built between 1874–1884.[93]

The "mother church" of Catholicism in Australia is St Mary's Cathedral, Sydney[image: External link]. The plan of the cathedral is a conventional English cathedral plan, cruciform in shape, with a tower over the crossing of the nave and transepts, and twin towers at the West Front, with impressive stained glass windows. 106.7 metres in length and a general width 24.4 metres, it is Sydney's largest church. Built to a design by William Wardell[image: External link] from a foundation stone laid in 1868, the spires of the Cathedral were not finally added until the year 2000.

Wardell also worked on the design of St Patrick's Cathedral, Melbourne[image: External link] – considered among the finest examples of ecclesiastical architecture[image: External link] in Australia.[94][95] Wardell's overall design was in Gothic Revival[image: External link] style, paying tribute to the mediaeval cathedrals of Europe. Largely constructed between 1858 and 1897, the nave was Early English in style, while the remainder of the building is in Decorated Gothic. St Paul's Anglican Cathedral[image: External link], from a foundation stone laid in 1880, is another Melbourne landmark. It was designed by distinguished English architect William Butterfield[image: External link] in Gothic Transitional.[96]

Tasmania is home to a number of significant colonial Christian buildings including those located at Australia's best preserved convict era settlement, Port Arthur. According to 19th century notions of prisoner reform, the "Model Prison" incorporates a grim chapel into which prisoners in solitary confinement were shepherded to listen (in individual enclosures) to the preacher's Sunday sermon – their only permitted interaction with another human being.[97] Adelaide, the capital of South Australia has long been known as the "City of Churches" and its St Peter's Anglican Cathedral[image: External link] is a noted city landmark.[98] 130 km north of Adelaide is the Jesuit old stone winery and cellars at Sevenhill[image: External link], founded by Austrian Jesuits in 1848.[99]

The oldest building in the city of Canberra[image: External link] is the picturesque St John the Baptist Anglican Church[image: External link] in Reid, consecrated in 1845. This church long pre-dates the city of Canberra and is not so much representative of urban design as it is of the Bush chapels which dot the Australian landscape and stretch even into the far Outback, such as that which can be found at the Lutheran Mission Chapel at Hermannsburg[image: External link] in the Northern Territory. A rare Australian example of Spanish missionary style exists at New Norcia, Western Australia[image: External link]. Founded by Spanish Benedictine[image: External link] monks in 1846.[100][101]

A number of notable Victorian[image: External link] era chapels and edifices were also constructed at church schools across Australia.

Along with community attitudes to religion, church architecture changed significantly during the 20th century. Urban churches such as that at the Wayside Chapel[image: External link] (1964) in Sydney differed markedly from traditional ecclesiastical designs. St Monica's Cathedral in Cairns was designed by architect Ian Ferrier and built in 1967–68 following the form of the original basilica[image: External link] model of the early churches of Rome, adapted to a tropical climate and to reflect the changes to Catholic liturgy[image: External link] mandated at Vatican 2[image: External link]. The cathedral was dedicated as a memorial to the Battle of the Coral Sea[image: External link] which was fought east of Cairns in May 1942. The "Peace Window" stained glass was installed on the 50th anniversary of the end of World War II.[102]

In the later 20th century, distinctly Australian approaches were applied at places such as Jambaroo Benedictine Abbey, where natural materials were chosen to "harmonise with the local environment". The chapel sanctuary is of glass overlooking rainforest.[103] Similar design principles were applied at Thredbo Ecumenical Chapel built in the Snowy Mountains[image: External link] in 1996.[104]
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The Salvation Army[image: External link] founded one of the world's first ever movie studios in Melbourne in the 1890s: the Limelight Department[image: External link]. First filming A Melbourne Street Scene in 1897, they went on to make large scale Christian themed audio-visual presentations such as Soldiers of the Cross in 1900, and documented the Australian Federation[image: External link] ceremonies of 1901.[105]

Australian films on Christian themes have included:


	
Molokai: The Story of Father Damien[image: External link] (1999), directed by Paul Cox[image: External link] and starring David Wenham[image: External link]. The film recounts the life of a Belgian saint, Fr Damien of Molokai[image: External link] who devoted his life to care of lepers[image: External link] on a Hawaiian Island[image: External link].

	
Mary[image: External link] (1994), directed written and directed by Kay Pavlou and starring Lucy Bell[image: External link]. A biopic recounting the life and works of Saint[image: External link] Mary MacKillop[image: External link], Australia's first canonised saint[image: External link] of the Catholic Church.

	
The Passion of the Christ[image: External link] (2004) was directed, co-produced and co-written by Australian trained actor-director Mel Gibson (who was raised a Traditionalist Catholic in Australia).
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A number of current and past media personalities present themselves as Christian in public life, these include Brooke Fraser[image: External link], Dan Sweetman[image: External link], and Guy Sebastian[image: External link].

Father Bob Maguire[image: External link] and Reverend Gordon Moyes[image: External link] have hosted radio programs.

Coverage of religion is part of the Australian Broadcasting Corporation's Charter obligation to reflect the character and diversity of the Australian community. Its religious programs include coverage of worship and devotion, explanation, analysis, debate and reports.[106]

Catholic Church Television Australia is an office with the Australian Catholic Office for Film & Broadcasting and develops television programs for Aurora Community Television[image: External link] on Foxtel[image: External link] and Austar[image: External link] in Australia.[107]
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A Bush Christening[image: External link] is a popular comic bush ballad by renowned Australian poet Banjo Paterson which makes light of the sparsity of Christian preachers and houses of worship on the Australian frontier, beginning:


	On the outer Barcoo where the churches are few,

	And men of religion are scanty...



Nevertheless, the body of literature produced by Australian Christians is extensive. During colonial times, the Benedictine[image: External link] missionary William Ullathorne[image: External link] (1806–1889) was a notable essayist writing against the Convict Transportation system. Later Cardinal Moran[image: External link] (1830–1911), a noted historian, wrote a History of the Catholic Church in Australasia.[11] More recent Catholic histories of Australian include The Catholic Church and Community in Australia (1977) by Patrick O'Farrell[image: External link] and Australian Catholics (1987), by Edmund Campion[image: External link].

Notable Christian poets have included Christopher Brennan[image: External link] (1870–1932), James McAuley[image: External link] (1917–1976),[108] Bruce Dawe[image: External link] (born 1930) and Les Murray (born 1938). Murray and Dawe are among Australia's formemost contemporary poets, noted for their use of vernacular and everyday Australian themes.[109][110]

Australian literature for a long time assumed knowledge of Biblical stories, even where works of literature are not overtly Christian in character. The writings of great 20th century authors like Manning Clark[image: External link] or Patrick White are therefore filled with allusions to biblical or Christian themes.[109]

Many Australian writers have examined the lives of Christian characters, or have influenced by Christian educations. Best selling author Tim Winton[image: External link].s early novel That Eye, the Sky[image: External link] tells the story of a family's conversion to Christianity in the face of tragedy. Australia's best selling novel of all time, The Thornbirds[image: External link], by Colleen McCullough[image: External link] writes of the temptations encountered by a priest living in the Outback.

Many contemporary Australian writers including Peter Carey and Robert Hughes[image: External link]; leading screenwriters Nick Enright[image: External link], Bruce Beresford[image: External link], Peter Weir[image: External link], Santo Cilauro[image: External link] and Tom Gleisner[image: External link]; and notable poets and authors like Kenneth Slessor[image: External link], Helen Garner[image: External link] and Gerard Windsor[image: External link] attended Anglican, Presbyterian or Catholic schools in Australia.

In 2011, Prime Minister and atheist Julia Gillard[image: External link], said that it was important for Australians to have knowledge of the Bible, on the basis that "what comes from the Bible has formed such an important part of our culture. It's impossible to understand Western literature without having that key of understanding the Bible stories and how Western literature builds on them and reflects them and deconstructs them and brings them back together."[111]
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The story of Christian art in Australia began with the arrival of the first British settlers at the end of the 18th Century. During the 19th Century, Gothic Revival[image: External link] Cathedrals were built in the Colonial capitals, often containing stained glass[image: External link] art works, as can be seen at St Mary's Cathedral, Sydney[image: External link] and St Patrick's Cathedral, Melbourne[image: External link]. Rupert Bunny[image: External link] (1864–1947), one of the first Australian painters to gain international fame, often painted Christian themes (see Annunciation, 1893).[112] Roy de Maistre[image: External link] (1894–1968) was an Australian abstract artist who obtained renown in Britain, converted to Catholicism and painted notable religious works, including a series of Stations of the Cross[image: External link] for Westminster Cathedral[image: External link]. Among the most acclaimed of Australian painters of Christian themes was Arthur Boyd. Influenced by both the European masters and the Heidelberg School of Australian landscape art, he placed the central characters of the bible within Australian bush scenery, as in his portrait of Adam and Eve[image: External link], The Expulsion (1948).[113] Artist Leonard French[image: External link], who designed a stained glass ceiling of the National Gallery of Victoria[image: External link], has drawn heavily on Christian story and symbolism through his career.[114]

From the 1970s, Australian Aboriginal artists of the Western Desert began to paint traditional style artworks in acrylic paints. This distinctively Australian style of painting has been fused with biblical themes to produce a uniquely Australian contribution to the long history of Christian art[image: External link]: integrating the mysterious dot designs and evocative circular patterns of traditional Aboriginal art with popular Christian subjects.[115]

The Blake Prize for Religious Art[image: External link] was established in 1951 as an incentive to raise the standard of religious art in Australia and was named after the artist and poet William Blake[image: External link].[116]
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Christian music arrived in Australia with the First Fleet of British settlers in 1788 and has grown to include all genres from traditional Hymns of Praise to Christian Rock[image: External link] and Country Music[image: External link]. St Mary's Cathedral Choir, Sydney[image: External link] is the oldest musical institution in Australia, from origins in 1817.[117] Major recording artists from Johnny O'Keefe[image: External link] (the first Australian Rock and Roll star) to Paul Kelly[image: External link] (folk rock), Nick Cave[image: External link] (the critically acclaimed brooding rocker) and Slim Dusty[image: External link] (the King of Australian country music[image: External link]) have all recorded Christian themed songs. Other performing artists such as Catholic nun Sister Janet Mead[image: External link], Aboriginal crooner Jimmy Little[image: External link] and Australian Idol[image: External link] contestant Guy Sebastian[image: External link] have held Christianity as central to their public persona.

Church music also ranges widely across genres, from Melbourne's St Paul's Cathedral Choir[image: External link] who sing choral evensong[image: External link] most weeknights; to the Contemporary music that is a feature of the evangelical Hillsong[image: External link] congregation.[118][119] The Ntaria Choir at Hermannsburg[image: External link], Northern Territory, has a unique musical language which mixes the traditional vocals of the Ntaria Aboriginal women with Lutheran chorales (tunes that were the basis of much of Bach[image: External link]'s music). Baba Waiyar, a popular traditional Torres Strait Islander[image: External link] hymn shows the influence of gospel music[image: External link] mixed with traditionally strong Torres Strait Islander vocals and country music[image: External link].[120]

Annually, Australians gather in large numbers for traditional open-air Christmas music Carols by Candlelight concerts in December, such as the Carols by Candlelight[image: External link] of Melbourne, and Sydney's Carols in the Domain[image: External link]. Australian Christmas carols like the Three Drovers or Christmas Day by John Wheeler and William G. James[image: External link] place the Christmas story firmly in an Australian context of warm, dry Christmas winds and red dust.[88]

New South Wales Supreme Court[image: External link] Judge George Palmer[image: External link] was commissioned to compose the setting of the Mass for Sydney's World Youth Day 2008[image: External link] Papal Mass. The Mass, Benedictus Qui Venit, for large choir, soloists and orchestra, was performed in the presence of Pope Benedict XVI[image: External link] and an audience of 350,000 with singing led by soprano Amelia Farrugia and tenor Andrew Goodwin[image: External link]. "Receive the Power[image: External link]" a song written by Guy Sebastian and Gary Pinto[image: External link] was chosen as official anthem for the XXIII World Youth Day[image: External link] (WYD08) held in Sydney in 2008.[121]
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The churches with the largest number of members are the Roman Catholic Church in Australia, the Anglican Church of Australia and the Uniting Church in Australia[image: External link]. Pentecostal[image: External link] churches are growing with megachurches[image: External link], predominantly associated with Australian Christian Churches[image: External link] (the Assemblies of God[image: External link] in Australia), being found in most states (for example, Hillsong Church[image: External link] and Paradise Community Church[image: External link]).[122]
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According to the 2006 Australian census[image: External link] analysed by the Australian Bureau of Statistics, 12,685,829 or 63.9% of the population self-declared as Christians.[123]



	Christian Affiliation in Australia (1986, 1996, 2006)



	Affiliation
	1986 ('000)
	1986% (of all Christians)
	1996 ('000)
	1996% (of all Christians)
	2006 ('000)
	2006% (of all Christians)



	Anglican
	3723.4
	32.7%
	3903.3
	31.0%
	3718.3
	29.3%



	Baptist[image: External link]
	196.8
	1.7%
	295.2
	2.3%
	316.7
	2.5%



	Catholic
	4064.4
	35.7%
	4799
	38.1%
	5126.9
	40.4%



	Churches of Christ[image: External link]
	88.5
	0.8%
	75
	0.6%
	54.8
	0.4%



	Jehovah's Witnesses[image: External link]
	66.5
	0.6%
	83.4
	0.7%
	80.9
	0.6%



	Latter Day Saints[image: External link]
	35.5
	0.3%
	45.2
	0.4%
	53.1
	0.4%



	Lutheran[image: External link]
	208.3
	1.8%
	250
	2.0%
	251.1
	2.0%



	Eastern Orthodox[image: External link]
	427.4
	3.8%
	497.3
	4.0%
	544.3
	4.3%



	Pentecostal[image: External link]
	107
	0.9%
	174.6
	1.4%
	219.6
	1.7%



	Presbyterian[image: External link] and Reformed Churches[image: External link]
	560
	4.9%
	675.5
	5.4%
	596.7
	4.7%



	Salvation Army[image: External link]
	77.8
	0.7%
	74.1
	0.6%
	64.2
	0.5%



	Seventh-day Adventist[image: External link]
	48
	0.4%
	52.7
	0.4%
	55.3
	0.4%



	Uniting Church[image: External link]
	1182.3
	10.4%
	1334.9
	10.6%
	1135.4
	9.0%



	Other Christian
	596
	5.2%
	322.7
	2.6%
	468.6
	3.7%



	Christian total
	11381.9
	100.00%
	12582.9
	100.00%
	12685.9
	100.00%








	Christians by state



	State[image: External link]
	Christians '000 (2001)
	 % population
	Christians '000 (2006)
	 % population



	 New South Wales
	4,520.3
	71.4%
	4,434.7
	67.7%



	 Victoria
	3,011.3
	64.6%
	2,985.8
	60.5%



	 Queensland
	2,499.3
	70.9%
	2,589.5
	66.3%



	 Western Australia
	1,157.1
	63.2%
	1,162.5
	59.3%



	 South Australia
	942.9
	64.1%
	906.1
	59.8%



	 Tasmania
	320.2
	69.4%
	306.1
	64.2%



	 Australian Capital Territory
	198.5
	64.0%
	195.2
	60.2%



	 Northern Territory
	114.0
	60.6%
	105.4
	54.6%



	All Australia
	12,764.3
	68.0%
	12,685.8
	63.9%
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 Church attendance




While church affiliation as reported in the census identifies the largest denominations, there is no overarching study that shows how active the members are. Some smaller studies include the National Church Life Survey[image: External link] which researches weekly church attendance[image: External link] among other items through a survey done in over 7000 congregations in many but not all Christian denominations every Australian Census[image: External link] year and from that estimates figures for those denominations nationally.[125]

From the survey about 8.8% of the Australian population attended a church in one of the covered denominations in a given week in 2001. The Roman Catholic Church represents the highest number of church attenders, with over 50 percent. Whilst church attendance is generally decreasing the Roman Catholic Church attendance in Australia is declining at a rate of 13 percent.[125] Pentecostal denominations such as Australian Christian Churches[image: External link] (formerly Assemblies of God) and Christian City Churches[image: External link] continue to grow rapidly, growing by over 20 per cent between 1991 and 1996. Some Protestant denominations such as the Baptist Union of Australia[image: External link] and the Churches of Christ in Australia[image: External link] grew at a smaller rate, less than 10 per cent, between 1991 and 1996.[125] McCrindle Research has found that Pentecostals grew to a larger denomination (12%) than Anglicans (11%) in 2014.[126] Roy Morgan Research[image: External link] has found in a survey of 4840 Australians between October and December 2013 that 52.6% of Australians were Christian, while 37.6% had no religion.[127]



	2001 Weekly Attendance in Australia for 2001



	Denomination
	2001 est. wkly att. ('000)
	 % total att.
	 % change since 1996



	Anglican
	177.7
	11.7%
	−2%



	Apostolic
	9.1
	0.6%
	20%



	Assemblies of God[image: External link]
	104.6
	6.9%
	20%



	Baptist[image: External link]
	112.2
	7.4%
	8%



	Bethesda Ministries
	2.7
	0.2%
	na



	Christian & Missionary Alliance
	4.1
	0.3%
	na



	Christian City Churches
	11.4
	0.7%
	42%



	Christian Revival Crusade
	11.4
	0.7%
	−7%



	Church of the Nazarene
	1.6
	0.1%
	33%



	Churches of Christ[image: External link]
	45.1
	3.0%
	7%



	Lutheran[image: External link]
	40.5
	2.7%
	−8%



	Presbyterian[image: External link]
	35.0
	2.3%
	−3%



	Reformed
	7.1
	0.5%
	−1%



	Salvation Army
	27.9
	1.8%
	−7%



	Seventh-day Adventist[image: External link]
	36.6
	2.4%
	na



	Uniting[image: External link]
	126.6
	8.3%
	−11%



	Vineyard
	2.5
	0.2%
	−17%



	Wesleyan Methodist
	3.8
	0.2%
	−7%



	Catholic
	764.8
	50.2%
	−13%



	Total Attendance
	1,524.7
	100.0%
	-7%
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 "Bible Belts"




In Australia, the term "Bible Belt[image: External link]" has been used to refer to areas within individual cities, which have a high concentration of Christians, usually centralised around a megachurch[image: External link], for example:[128]


	the north-western suburbs of Sydney focusing on The Hills District[image: External link], where Hillsong Church[image: External link] is located

	the north-eastern suburbs of Adelaide focusing on Paradise[image: External link], Modbury[image: External link] and Golden Grove[image: External link], where Influencers Church[image: External link] is located

	the south-eastern region of Queensland comprising the towns of Laidley[image: External link], Gatton[image: External link] and Toowoomba.

	the Brisbane southern suburbs of Mansfield, Springwood, Carindale and Mount Gravatt. Garden City Assembly of God church, Citipointe church, Clark Taylor's Worship Centre, and Brisbane Hillsong are notable mega-churches in this area.



Toowoomba city in Queensland has long been regarded as fertile ground for Christian fundamentalist religio-political right-wing movements [129] that adhere to biblical literalism, particularly those within the Pentecostal and charismatic stream of Christianity. This was exemplified by the highly publicised rise and subsequent fall of Howard Carter[image: External link][130] and the Logos Foundation[image: External link] in the 1980s. The Logos Foundation and other similar movements that have followed it, operate in a controlling, authoritarian and almost cultish manner, contributing to their notoriety.[129] Other similarly conservative Pentecostal churches within the city have, since that time, banded together into a loose federation known as the Toowoomba Christian Leaders' Network.[131] (note - most traditional church denominations have their own, separate ecumenical group) This network, views itself as having a divine mission to 'take the city for the Lord' and as such, endorses elements of religious right-wing political advocacy,[132] such as the Australian Christian Lobby[image: External link](ACL). ACL's current managing director who was raised in the Logos Foundation and is a former Toowoomba City councilor, is Lyle Shelton[image: External link]. These church groups are strongly associated with North American trends such as the New Apostolic Reformation[image: External link], Dominion theology[image: External link], Five-fold ministry[image: External link] thinking, Kingdom Now theology[image: External link] and revivalism[image: External link]. They support the achievement of a type of theocratic society where conservative and literal interpretations of the bible are the dominant drivers of government, education, the Arts, the media and entertainment. Churches involved in this group currently include the successor organization to the Logos Foundation, the Toowoomba City Church, along with the Range Christian Fellowship, Spring Street Assembly of God, Christian Outreach Centre, Hume Ridge Church of Christ, Revival Ministries of Australia Shiloh Centre, the Edge Christian Centre and many others.

Another conservative church group, the Toowoomba Christian Fellowship, has in recent times attracted publicity for the cult-like manner in which it operates.[133] It will possibly become one of the largest mega-churches in Australia.[134]

The Range Christian Fellowship in Blake Street Toowoomba, originally formed with 300 adherents in 1997 as a protest to the acceptance of homosexuality, has become known for bizarre manifestations and phenomena associated with the Toronto blessing[image: External link] and the North American movements mentioned above. This has included squealing, holy laughter[image: External link], an inability to stand or sit, retching as though experiencing child-birth, moments of religious ecstasy[image: External link] and emotional euphoria[image: External link], uttering apocalyptic[image: External link] prophecies and the use of textile banners that are believed to have special powers emanating from divinely inspired designs.[135] Some former adherents of this church, who have regarded themselves as spiritually elite, have at times displayed cultish tendencies. Like other similar churches in Toowoomba, the Range Christian Fellowship became strongly influenced by end-times[image: External link] conspiracy[image: External link] prophecies associated with Y2K[image: External link], when members of this church purchased generators, engaged in significant food hoarding, took lessons in self-sufficiency and planned for a total collapse of modern society. In the period following this, some church members displayed obsessive and highly superstitious behavior in regard to the Prayer of Jabez[image: External link] doctrine.[136] There have been a number of schisms resulting in former followers starting new independent churches, house churches or other religious organizations, all of which have retained similar elements of notoriety.

Revival Ministries of Australia Shiloh Centre in Russel Street, has a sole focus on the concept of revivalism[image: External link], founded on precepts of spiritual warfare[image: External link] Christianity and a belief in a providential[image: External link] purpose for the city of Toowoomba as a hub of religious revival[image: External link].[137] This church was formed following a schism[image: External link] with the Range Christian Fellowship and has carried with it some, but not all, of the bizarre manifestations of religious ecstasy[image: External link] associated with that congregation. Many of its members were religiously active during the years roughly covering 1989 through till the late 1990s, as part of the now defunct Rangeville Uniting Church[image: External link] Toowoomba,[138] where they, along with other local Pentecostal church leaders and their followers, engaged in significant strategic-level Spiritual Warfare[image: External link]. They still claim that through this action they took control of the demonic Territorial Spirits (evil spirits[image: External link]) that were making the city both sinful and resistant to the gospel[image: External link] message. Following this, it was expected and predicted (at times through prophecies[image: External link]) that a great revival of Christian faith including thousands of new conversions would follow, in addition to a reduced crime rate, phenomenal church growth, improved morality, general prosperity among the population and the installation of men and women of God into government. There were further claims that this action had placed Toowoomba strategically to be a hub of the anticipated great Australian revival. This expectation of a citywide transformation failed to materialize and was based on the teaching of North American Christian-mystic preacher George Otis jnr., whose claims of great transformations in several South American locations are now regarded as false, as they have been unable to be verified when investigated by his critics.[139]
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 Christianity and the wider culture




Some of the influence of Christianity is declining in Australia. That decline is attributable to both internal and external elements.
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 Marriage




See also: Recognition of same-sex unions in Australia[image: External link]


The Anglican Church has said that churches are being sidelined in the wider debate on same-sex marriage.[140]

The ACT Attorney-General[image: External link], Simon Corbell[image: External link] has said, in the ACT, it will be, "unlawful for those who provide goods, services and facilities in the wedding industry to discriminate against another person on the basis of their sexuality or their relationship status. This includes discrimination by refusing to provide or make available those goods, services or facilities."[141] During the short time that same-sex marriages took place in ACT a Uniting Church minister sought and acquired permission to perform same sex marriages.[142]
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 Media




Liberal senator Eric Abetz[image: External link] has said that media felt comfortable vilifying Christian politicians. Conservative politicians are described as being "extreme" or from the "Religious Right[image: External link]". He said that the Canberra press gallery gives, "more positive coverage to politicians and policies they agreed with".[143]
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 Schools




The Anglican Church has criticised the Victorian government for cutting religious education in state schools.[140]

Christians have criticised the Safe Schools program[144] (which is used in 400 primary and secondary schools)[145][146] as "radical sexual experimentation".[147] The program includes instructions on cross-dressing[image: External link].[148][149]
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 Life issues




Some Christians have objected to proposals to establish buffer zones around abortion clinics in both Victoria[150] and Tasmania saying they limit the freedom to protest.[151]
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 Adoption




See also: Adoption in Australia[image: External link]


Adoption[image: External link] is currently restricted in Victoria, Queensland, South Australia and Northern Territory[image: External link] to couples of the opposite sex. The Victorian government has drafted adoption legislation for same-sex parents which does not include any exemptions for faith-based adoption agencies. New South Wales adoption legislation grants these exemptions.[152][153] The proposed Victorian legislation has been described as "social engineering" which will impact on principles of faith and conscience for religious believers.[154]
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 See also





	National Council of Churches in Australia[image: External link]
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Buddhism in Australia





In Australia, Buddhism is a small but growing religion. According to the 2006 census, 2.1 percent of the total population of Australia, or 418,749 people, identified as Buddhist.[citation needed[image: External link]] It was also the fastest-growing religion[image: External link] by percentage, having increased its number of adherents by 79 percent between the 1996 and 2001 censuses.[1] Buddhism is the second largest religion in the country after Christianity[image: External link].

As a release of the 2011 census data, the Buddhist affiliated population has grown from 418,749 to 528,977 people. This is an increase of 20.8%.[2] As Australia's population was estimated at 21.5 million at the time, according to the same census, the Buddhist population may be estimated at 2.46% of the population.
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The first clear example of Buddhist settlement in Australia dates to 1858. However, there has been speculation from some anthropologists[image: External link] that there may have been contact hundreds of years earlier; in the book Aboriginal Men of High Degree, A.P. Elkin cites what he believes is evidence that traders from Indonesia[image: External link] may have brought fleeting contact of Buddhism and Hinduism to areas near modern-day Dampier[image: External link].[3] Elkin interpreted a link between Indigenous Australian culture and Buddhist ideas such as reincarnation[image: External link].[3] He argued this link could have been brought through contact with Macassan[image: External link] traders.[3] There was also speculation due to reports of Chinese[image: External link] relics appearing in northern Australia dating to the 15th century, although it may have been brought much later through trade rather than earlier exploration.

In 1851, the first large group of Chinese to come to Australia came as part of gold rush[image: External link] most of whom stayed briefly for prospecting purposes rather than mass migration. In 1856, a temple was established in South Melbourne[image: External link] by the secular Sze Yap[image: External link] group. This temple was also used for Taoism[image: External link], Confucianism[image: External link], various cultural deities and even astrological[image: External link] activities. However, no clerics from China ever came to Australia, and the temple eventually declined and disappeared by the end of the 20th century.

The first Buddhist group to arrive in Australia were a troupe of acrobats and jugglers from Japan[image: External link] who toured in 1867.[citation needed[image: External link]] More arrived throughout the century, mostly involved in the pearling industry in northern Australia, reaching an estimate of 3600 on Thursday Island[image: External link], and also in Broome[image: External link] and Darwin, Northern Territory.[citation needed[image: External link]]

The first Sinhalese[image: External link] Buddhists from Sri Lanka[image: External link] arrived in 1870 to work in sugarcane[image: External link] plantations. A community was believed to exist on Thursday Island in 1876. In 1882, a group of 500 left Colombo[image: External link] for Queensland, mostly in Mackay[image: External link]. The oldest remaining structure attesting to the establishment of Buddhism in Australia are two bodhi[image: External link] trees planted on Thursday Island in the 1890s, although the temple which once stood there no longer does.

During the 20th century, the number of Buddhists gradually declined due to emigration and a lack of immigration due to the White Australia Policy[image: External link].

In 1891, the American Buddhist Henry Steel Olcott[image: External link], co-founder of the Theosophical Society[image: External link] came to Australia and participated in a lecture series, which led to a greater awareness of Buddhism in small circles of mainly upper-class society. One of the members of the Theosophical Society was future Australian Prime Minister[image: External link] Alfred Deakin[image: External link], who had spent three months in India and Sri Lanka in 1890 and wrote a book which discussed spiritual matters, including Buddhism.

The first instance of a monk arriving in Australia was in 1910, when U Sasana Dhaja, born E.H. Stevenson in Yarmouth[image: External link], arrived from Burma[image: External link]. Over the years, various monks visited Australia, but it was not until the 1970s that a resident monk (named Venerable Somaloka) arrived from Sri Lanka.

The first specific Buddhist group, the Buddhist Study Group Melbourne, was formed in Melbourne in 1938 by Len Bullen, but it collapsed during the Second World War. The Buddhist Society of Victoria was formed in 1953, and in 1956 the Buddhist Society of New South Wales was formed. From the 1950s until the 1970s, the Buddhist Societies were lay organizations which self-discussed Buddhism.

In the late 1970s, Buddhism began to become more widespread, mainly due to immigration from South East Asia[image: External link] following the Vietnam War[image: External link], as well as the spread to Western countries of Tibetan Buddhism[image: External link], led by figures such as Lama Yeshe[image: External link], who established religious institutions with resident monks, and Sogyal Rinpoche[image: External link], during the 1980s, the founder of the Rigpa organization. This was supplemented by further immigration from Asia[image: External link] in the proceeding decades.

In 2009 in Australia four women received bhikkhuni[image: External link] ordination as Theravada nuns, the first time such ordination had occurred in Australia.[4] It was performed in Perth, Australia, on 22 October 2009 at Bodhinyana Monastery. Abbess Vayama together with Venerables Nirodha, Seri, and Hasapanna were ordained as Bhikkhunis by a dual Sangha act of Bhikkhus and Bhikkhunis in full accordance with the Pali Vinaya.[5]

At present, Buddhism has the highest percentage growth[image: External link] of all religions in Australia, having had an increase of 79 percent in the number of adherents from the 1996 to the 2001 census. Since the 1986 census, the number of adherents has increased from 80,387 to around 370,345 in 2001.
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	Nan Tien Temple[image: External link]

	Ajahn Brahmavamso[image: External link]

	Great Stupa of Universal Compassion[image: External link]

	Jade Buddha for Universal Peace[image: External link]

	Geshe Acharya Thubten Loden[image: External link]

	Geshe Sonam Thargye[image: External link]

	Ven. Alex Bruce ('Tenpa')

	Kyabje Rinpoche[image: External link]
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Islam in Australia is a minority[image: External link] religious affiliation. According to the 2011 Australian Census[image: External link], the combined number of people who self-identified[image: External link] as Muslim[image: External link] in Australia, from all forms of Islam, constituted 476,291 people, or 2.2% of the total Australian population. Of this 2.2% figure,[1] "some estimate more than half are non-practicing"[2] cultural Muslims[image: External link] from within the varying denominations and sects of Islam present in Australia.

That total Muslim population made Islam, in all its denominations and sects, the third largest religious grouping in Australia, after all denominations and sects of Christianity (61.1%, also including practicing and non-practicing cultural Christians[image: External link]), and all denominations and sects of Buddhism (2.5%).

Demographers attribute Muslim[image: External link] community growth trends during the most recent census period to relatively high birth rates, and recent immigration patterns.[3][4] Adherents of Islam represent the majority of the population in Cocos (Keeling) Islands.[5]

Although the vast majority of Muslims in Australia belong to the two major denominations of Islam, the Sunni[image: External link] and Shia[image: External link] denominations, with the followers of each of these further split along different Madh'hab[image: External link] (schools of thought within Islamic jurisprudence[image: External link] for the interpretation and practice of Islamic law[image: External link]), there are also practitioners of other smaller denominations of Islam[image: External link], including Ahmadiyya[image: External link] Muslim Australians of various national backgrounds, Ibadi[image: External link] Muslim Australians of Omani[image: External link] descent, as well as some non-denominational Muslims[image: External link], and approximately 20,000 Druze[image: External link] Australians whose religion emerged as an offshoot of Islam which arrived in Australia with the immigration of Druze mainly from Lebanon and Syria. There are also Sufi[image: External link] (Islamic mysticism[image: External link]) minorities among Muslim practitioners in Australia.[6]

While the overall Australian Muslim community is defined largely by a common religious identity[image: External link] with "Islam", Australia's Muslims are not a monolithic community, and it is only the Qur'an that unites them. The Australian Muslim community is fragmented not only by traditional sectarian[image: External link] divisions of what each sect defines as Islam, but also racially[image: External link], ethnically[image: External link], culturally[image: External link] and linguistically[image: External link].[7] Members of the Australian Muslim community thus also espouse parallel non-religious ethnic identities[image: External link] with related non-Muslim counterparts, either within Australia or abroad.[8]
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 Prior to 1860




Main article: Makassan contact with Australia[image: External link]


Indonesian Muslims trepangers[image: External link] from the southwest corner of Sulawesi[image: External link] visited the coast of northern Australia, "from at least the eighteenth century"[9] to collect and process trepang[image: External link], a marine invertebrate prized for its culinary and medicinal values in Chinese[image: External link] markets. Remnants of their influence can be seen in the culture of some of the northern Aboriginal peoples. Regina Ganter, an associate professor at Griffith University[image: External link], says, "Staying on the safe grounds of historical method ... the beginning of the trepang industry in Australia [can be dated] to between the 1720s and 1750s, although this does not preclude earlier, less organised contact." Ganter also writes "the cultural imprint on the Yolngu people[image: External link] of this contact is everywhere: in their language, in their art, in their stories, in their cuisine."[10] According to anthropologist John Bradley from Monash University[image: External link], the contact between the two groups was a success: "They traded together. It was fair - there was no racial judgement, no race policy." Even into the early 21st century, the shared history between the two peoples is still celebrated by Aboriginal communities in Northern Australia as a period of mutual trust and respect.[11]

Others who have studied this period have come to a different conclusion regarding the relationship between the Aboriginal people and the visiting trepangers. Anthropologist[image: External link] Ian McIntosh[12] has said that the initial effects of the Macassan fishermen were "terrible", which resulted in "turmoil"[13]:65–67 with the extent of Islamic influence being "indeterminate".[13]:76 In another paper McIntosh concludes, "strife, poverty and domination . . is a previously unrecorded legacy of contact between Aborigines and Indonesians."[14]:138 A report prepared by the History Department of the Australian National University says that the Macassans appear to have been welcomed initially, however relations deteriorated when, "aborigines began to feel they were being exploited . . leading to violence on both sides".[15]:81–82

A number of " Mohammedans[image: External link]" were listed in the musters of 1802, 1811, 1822, and the 1828 census[image: External link], and a small number of Muslims arrived during the convict period. Beyond this, Muslims generally are not thought to have settled in large numbers in other regions of Australia until 1860.[16]:10

Muslims were among the earliest settlers of Norfolk Island while the island was used as a British penal colony in the early 19th century. They arrived from 1796, having been employed on British ships. They left following the closure of the penal colony and moved to Tasmania. The community left no remnants; only seven permanent residents of the island identified themselves as "non-Christian" in a 2006 census.[17][18][19]
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Among the early Muslims were the "Afghan" camel drivers[image: External link] who migrated to and settled in Australia during the mid to late 19th century. Between 1860 and the 1890s a number of Central Asians came to Australia to work as camel drivers. Camels were first imported into Australia in 1840, initially for exploring the arid interior (see Australian camel[image: External link]), and later for the camel trains[image: External link] that were uniquely suited to the demands of Australia's vast deserts. The first camel drivers arrived in Melbourne, Victoria[image: External link], in June 1860, when eight Muslims and Hindus arrived with the camels for the Burke and Wills expedition[image: External link]. The next arrival of camel drivers was in 1866 when 31 men from Rajasthan[image: External link] and Baluchistan[image: External link] arrived in South Australia with camels for Thomas Elder[image: External link]. Although they came from several countries, they were usually known in Australia as 'Afghans'[image: External link] and they brought with them the first formal establishment of Islam in Australia.[20]

Cameleers settled in the areas near Alice Springs[image: External link] and other areas of the Northern Territory and inter-married with the Indigenous population. The Adelaide, South Australia to Darwin, Northern Territory, railway is named The Ghan[image: External link] (short for The Afghan) in their memory.[21]

The first mosque in Australia[image: External link] was built in 1861 at Marree[image: External link], South Australia.[22] The Great Mosque of Adelaide[image: External link] was built in 1888 by the descendants of the Afghan cameleers.

During the 1870s, Muslim Malay[image: External link] divers were recruited through an agreement with the Dutch to work on Western Australian and Northern Territory pearling[image: External link] grounds. By 1875, there were 1800 Malay divers working in Western Australia. Most returned to their home countries.

One of the earliest recorded Islamic festivals celebrated in Australia occurred on 23 July 1884 when 70 Muslims assembled for Eid prayers at Albert Park in Melbourne. “During the whole service the worshippers wore a remarkably reverential aspect.”[23]
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 1900 to present




In the early 20th century, immigration of Muslims to Australia was restricted to those of white[image: External link] European descent[image: External link], as persons of non-European heritage were denied entry to Australia under the provisions of the White Australia policy. In the 1920s and 1930s Albanian[image: External link] Muslims, whose European heritage made them compatible with the White Australia Policy, immigrated to the country. Albanian Muslims built the first mosque in Shepparton, Victoria[image: External link] in 1960 and the first mosque in Melbourne in 1963.

Notable events involving Australian Muslims during this early period include what has been described either as an act of war by the Ottoman Empire[image: External link], or the earliest terrorist attack planned against Australian civilians[image: External link].[24] The attack was carried out at Broken Hill, New South Wales[image: External link], in 1915, in what was described as the Battle of Broken Hill[image: External link]. Two Afghans who pledged allegiance to the Ottoman Empire shot and killed four Australians and wounded seven others before being killed by the police.[25]
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The perceived need for population growth and economic development in Australia led to the broadening of Australia's immigration policy[image: External link] in the post-World War II period. This allowed for the acceptance of a number of displaced white European Muslims who began to arrive from other parts of Europe, mainly from the Balkans[image: External link], especially from Bosnia and Herzegovina[image: External link]. As with the Albanian Muslim immigrants before them, the European heritage of these dispaced Muslims also made them compatible with the White Australia Policy.

Later, between 1967 and 1971, during the final years of the step-by-step dismantling of the White Australia policy, approximately 10,000 Turkish citizens[image: External link] settled in Australia under an agreement between Australia and Turkey[image: External link]. From the 1970s onwards, there was a significant shift in the government's attitude towards immigration, and with the White Australia policy now totally dismantled from 1973 onwards, instead of trying to make newer foreign nationals assimilate and forgo their heritage, the government became more accommodating and tolerant of differences by adopting a policy of multiculturalism.

Larger-scale Muslim migration of non-White non-European Muslims began in 1975 with the migration of Lebanese[image: External link] Muslims, which rapidly increased during the Lebanese Civil War[image: External link] from 22,311 or 0.17% of the Australian population in 1971, to 45,200 or 0.33% in 1976.[citation needed[image: External link]] Lebanese Muslims are still the largest and highest-profile Muslim group in Australia, although Lebanese Christians form a majority of Lebanese Australians[image: External link], outnumbering their Muslim counterparts at a 6-to-4 ratio.

By the beginning of the 21st-century, Muslims from more than sixty countries had settled in Australia. While a very large number of them come from Bosnia[image: External link], Turkey[image: External link], and Lebanon[image: External link], there are Muslims from Indonesia[image: External link], Malaysia[image: External link], Iran[image: External link], Fiji[image: External link], Albania[image: External link], Sudan, Somalia[image: External link], Egypt[image: External link], the Palestinian territories[image: External link], Iraq[image: External link], Afghanistan[image: External link], Pakistan and Bangladesh, among others.[citation needed[image: External link]] At the time of the 2011 census, 476,000 Australians (representing 2.2 percent of the population) reported Islam as their religion.[26]
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Trade and educational links have been developed between Australia and several Muslim countries. Muslim students from countries such as Malaysia[image: External link], Indonesia[image: External link], India, Bangladesh and Pakistan, are among the thousands of international students studying in Australian universities.[ quantify[image: External link]][citation needed[image: External link]]

A number of Australian Arabs experienced anti-Arab backlash[image: External link] during the First Gulf War[image: External link]. Newspapers received numerous letters calling for Arab Australians to "prove their loyalty" or "go home", and some Arab Australian Muslim women wearing hijab head coverings were reportedly harassed in public. The Australian government's Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission included accounts of racial harassment experienced by some Australian Arabs in their 1991 report on racism in Australia.[16]:11–13

On a few occasions in the 2000s and 2010s, tensions have flared between Australian Muslims and the general population. The Sydney gang rapes[image: External link] formed a much reported set of incidents in 2000; a group of Lebanese men sexually assaulted non-Muslim women. In 2005, tensions between Muslims and non-Muslims in the Cronulla[image: External link] area of Sydney led to violent rioting[image: External link]; the incident resulted in mass arrests and criminal prosecution. In 2012, Muslims protesting in central Sydney[image: External link] against Innocence of Muslims[image: External link], an anti-Islam film trailer, resulted in rioting.[27] There was an increase in anti-Muslim sentiment in the aftermath of the Sydney hostage crisis[image: External link] on 15–16 December 2014, including a threat made against a mosque in Sydney.[28] However, the Muslim community also received support from the Australian public through a social media[image: External link] campaign.[29][30]

The founding president of the Australian Federation of Islamic Councils[image: External link] has said that with moderate Muslims being sidelined by those promoting more fundamentalist views, there is a need to be more careful in regard to potential Australian immigrants. Keysar Trad[image: External link] has said moderate Muslims need to take back control.[31] An article in The Australian in May 2015 opined, "Most Muslims want the peace and prosperity that comes from an Islam that coexists with modernity; it is a fanatical fringe that seeks to impose a fabricated medieval Islam". It describes Dr Jamal Rifi[image: External link] as a brave insider who is working to assist "the cause of good Muslims who are struggling for the soul of Islam".[32]
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 Schools of jurisprudence in Australia




See also: Islamic schools and branches[image: External link]


Most Australian Muslims are Sunni[image: External link], with Shia[image: External link] then Sufi[image: External link] and Ahmadiyya[image: External link] as minorities.[33]
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In Sydney, adherents of the Sunni[image: External link] denomination of Islam are concentrated in the suburb of Lakemba[image: External link] and surrounding areas such as Punchbowl[image: External link], Wiley Park[image: External link], Bankstown[image: External link] and Auburn[image: External link].

In Australia there are also groups associated with the "hardline" Salafi[image: External link] branch of Sunni Islam, including the Islamic Information and Services Network of Australasia[image: External link][34] and Ahlus Sunnah Wal Jamaah Association (Australia)[image: External link] (ASWJA).[35] While their numbers are small,[36] the ASWJA is said to "punch above its weight".[7]

There are communities of NSW Muslims who adhere to Tablighi Jamaat[image: External link] form of Islam and worship at the Granville, Al Noor Masjid, which is led by Sheik Omar El-Banna.[37][38] Similarly many Bangladeshi Tablighi Jamaat, Muslims[39] worship at mosques in Seaton, NSW[40] and in Huntingdale Victoria.[41]

Dawateislami[image: External link], which is a "non-political Islamic organisation based in Pakistan", has adherents in Australia.[42]

In 2015, Wikileaks cables released information that Saudi Arabia closely monitores the situation of Islam and Arab community in Australia, whilst at the same time spending considerately to promote its fundamentalist version of Sunni Islam within the country to counter, what it perceives as a threat, the spread of peacful Shia Islam in the country.[43]
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The Shi'a[image: External link] denomination of Islam is centred in the St George[image: External link], Campbelltown[image: External link], Fairfield, Auburn and Liverpool regions of Sydney, with the al-Zahra Mosque[image: External link], built in Arncliffe[image: External link] in 1983,[44] and the Al-Rasool Al-A'dham Mosque[image: External link] serves the region in Bankstown[image: External link]. In 2008, the mainstream Shia community numbered 20,0000 followers nationally.[45]

In October 2004 Sheikh Mansour Leghaei[image: External link] established the Imam Hasan Centre[46] in Annangrove[image: External link], NSW.

In November 2014, up to 20,0000 Shi'a Muslims marched in Sydney on the annual Ashura Procession[image: External link] to mark the death of the prophet's grandson.[47][48] In November 2015 there was Ashura march in Sydney[49] and a Victorian school observed Muharram[image: External link].[50]

There are also others from smaller non-mainstream sects of Shia Islam, including approximately 20,000 Alawites[image: External link] from Turkish, Syrian and Lebanese backgrounds.[51] They have at least one school called Al Sadiq College, with campuses in the Sydney suburbs of Yagoona[image: External link] and Greenacre[image: External link].[52] There is also a population of the related, though distinct, Alevis[image: External link].[53]

There is also an Ismaili[image: External link] population of unspecified size.[54][55] While Dawoodi Bohra[image: External link], a small Ismaili Shia sect[56] has its Sydney Jamaat[image: External link] located in Auburn NSW[image: External link].[57]

Additionally, the Druze[image: External link], who practice Druzism[image: External link], a religion that began as an offshoot of 11th-century Ismaili Shiite[image: External link] Islam,[58] are reported to have around 20,000 followers living in Australia.[59]
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There are communities of Sufis[image: External link], estimated to number about 5,000,[60] most notably the Ahbash[image: External link], who operate under the name Islamic Charitable Projects Association[image: External link].[61] The communities are linked to Darulfatwa - Islamic High Council of Australia[image: External link] and run Al Amanah College[image: External link], as well as a mosque and a community radio station[image: External link] in suburban Sydney.[62] There have been tensions between the Ahbash and other Muslim communities.[63][64]
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Main article: Ahmadiyya in Australia[image: External link]


The Ahmadiyya[image: External link][65][66] community is reported to have 3,000 followers in Australia.[67] There are 4 Ahmadiyya mosques in Australia in Sydney; Masjid Bait-ul Huda[image: External link], Melbourne; Masjid Bait-ul Salam, Brisbane; Masjid Bait-ul Masroor and Adelaide; Masjid Mahmood. The Ahmadiyya Muslim Community has its headquarters located at the Masjid Bait-ul Huda, Marsden Park[image: External link] to the west of Sydney.[68]

The leaders of the Ahmadiyya community condemn terrorism, support law enforcement authorities,[69] advocate speaking English and being loyal to Australia.[70] Ahmadiyya Muslim Association Australia national spokesman Aziz Omer said, "We are loyal to Australia and we want our kids to be loyal to Australia", with association members delivering 500,000 Loyalty to Homeland leaflets.[71]

Ahmadi Muslims have been subject to various forms of intra-Muslim religious persecution and discrimination[image: External link].
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 Sectarian tensions




Conflict between religious groups in the Middle East[image: External link] are reflecting as tensions within the Australian community[72][73][74][75] and in the schools.[76]
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The Australian Muslim community has built a number of mosques and Islamic schools, and a number of imams and clerics act as the community's spiritual and religious leaders. In 1988, the Australian Federation of Islamic Councils[image: External link] (AFIC) appointed Sheikh Taj El-Din Hilaly[image: External link] as the first Grand Mufti[image: External link] of Australia and New Zealand.[citation needed[image: External link]] In 2007, Hilaly was succeeded by Fehmi Naji[image: External link] in June 2007[77] who was succeeded by the current Grand Mufti, Ibrahim Abu Mohamed[image: External link] in September 2011.[78]

Fatwas[image: External link], edicts based on Islamic jurisprudence[image: External link] which aim to provide "guidance to Muslim Australians in the personal, individual and private spheres of life",[79] are issued by various Australian Islamic authorities.[80][81]
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Main article: Islamic organisations in Australia[image: External link]


A number of organisations and associations are run by the Australian Islamic community including mosques, private schools and charities and other community groups and associations. Broad community associations which represent large segments of the Australian Muslim public are usually termed "Islamic councils". Some organisations are focused on providing assistance and support for specific sectors within the community, such as women.

Two organisations with strong political emphasis are Hizb ut-Tahrir[image: External link][82] which describes itself as a, "political party whose ideology is Islam"[83][84] and Ahlus Sunnah Wal Jamaah Association[image: External link] (ASWJA).[85][86]

A number of financial institutions have developed Sharia-compliant finance[image: External link] products,[87] with university courses leading to Islamic financial qualifications also being established.[88] Other Australian Islamic organisations have been set up to manage sharia-compliant investments[image: External link], superannuation,[89] Islamic wills[90] and zakat[image: External link] management.[91][92]
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Main article: Halal certification in Australia[image: External link]


There are close to two dozen Halal certification authorities in Australia. Halal meat and meat product exports to the Middle East and Southeast Asia have greatly increased from the 1970s onwards; this expansion was due in part to efforts of the AFIC.[16]:151 Halal certification has been criticised by anti-Halal campaigners who argue that the practice funds the growth of Islam, results in added costs, a requirement to officially certify intrinsically-halal foods and with consumers required to subsidise a particular religious belief.[93]

An inquiry by an Australian Senate committee, which concluded in December 2015, found the current system is "lacklustre" and made recommendations for improvement.[94] It found there was no evidence to support claims that the profits of halal certification are used to fund terrorism.[95][96] The report recognised that halal certification has economic benefits for Australia because of increased export opportunities.[94] It recommended that the federal government increase its oversight of halal certifiers to address fraudulent conduct, with halal products to be clearly labelled and for meat products sourced from animals subject to religious slaughter, to be specifically labelled.[97] It said that it had heard, "credible reports suggesting that the lack of regulation has been unscrupulously exploited". In tabling the report, committee chairman Sam Dastyari[image: External link] said, "Some certifiers are nothing more than scammers."[98] The committee recommended a single halal certification authority.[98] The committee in recommending clearer labelling, specifically referred to the need for meat processors to label products sourced from animals subject to religious slaughter.[99]
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 Demography




See also: Demographics of Australia[image: External link] and Immigration to Australia
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 Trends






	Historical population



	Year
	Pop.
	±%



	1981
	76,792
	—    



	1991
	147,487
	+92.1%



	2001
	281,600
	+90.9%



	2011
	476,291
	+69.1%




During the 1980s the Australian Muslim population increased from 76,792 or 0.53% of the Australian population in 1981, to 109,523 or 0.70% in 1986.[citation needed[image: External link]] In the 2011 Census, the Muslim population was 479,300 or 2.25%, an increase of 438% on the 1981 number.

The general increase of the Muslim population in this decade was from 147,487 or 0.88% of the Australian population in 1991, to 200,885 or 1.12% in 1996.[citation needed[image: External link]]

In 2005 the overall Muslim population in Australia had grown from 281,600 or 1.50% of the general Australian population in 2001, to 340,400 or 1.71% in 2006. The growth of Muslim population at this time was recorded as 3.88% compared to 1.13% for the general Australian population.[citation needed[image: External link]]

The following is a breakdown of the country of birth of Muslims in Australia from 2001:[100]

There were 281,578 Muslims recorded in this survey; in the 2006 census the population had grown to 340,392.[101] 48% of Australian-born Muslims claimed Lebanese or Turkish ancestry.[100]

The distribution by state of the nation's Islamic followers has New South Wales with 50% of the total number of Muslims, followed by Victoria (33%), Western Australia (7%), Queensland (5%), South Australia (3%), ACT (1%) and both Northern Territory and Tasmania sharing 0.3%.[citation needed[image: External link]]

The majority of people who reported Islam as their religion in the 2006 Census were born overseas: 58% (198,400).[101] Of all persons affiliating with Islam in 2006 almost 9% were born in Lebanon and 7% were born in Turkey.[102]
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Many Muslims living in Melbourne are Bosnian[image: External link] and Turkish[image: External link]. Melbourne's Australian Muslims live primarily in the northern suburbs surrounding Broadmeadows[image: External link] (mostly Turkish) and a few in the outer southern suburbs such as Noble Park[image: External link] and Dandenong[image: External link] (mainly Bosnian).

Very few Muslims live in regional areas with the exceptions of the sizeable Turkish and Albanian community in Shepparton, Victoria[image: External link] and Malays in Katanning, Western Australia[image: External link]. A community of Iraqis[image: External link] have settled in Cobram[image: External link] on the Murray River[image: External link] in Victoria.[103]

Perth[image: External link] also has a Muslim community focussed in and around the suburb of Thornlie[image: External link], where there is a Mosque. Perth's Australian Islamic School has around 2,000 students on three campuses.

Mirrabooka[image: External link] and Beechboro[image: External link] contain predominantly Bosnian[image: External link] communities. The oldest mosque in Perth is the Perth Mosque on William Street in Northbridge. It has undergone many renovations although the original section still remains. Other mosques in Perth are located in Rivervale, Mirrabooka, Beechboro and Hepburn.

There are also communities of Muslims from Turkey[image: External link], the Indian subcontinent[image: External link] (Pakistan, India and Bangladesh) and South-East Asia[image: External link], in Sydney and Melbourne, the Turkish communities around Auburn, New South Wales[image: External link] and Meadow Heights[image: External link] and Roxburgh Park[image: External link] and the South Asian communities around Parramatta[image: External link]. Indonesian Muslims[image: External link], are more widely distributed in Darwin.
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It is estimated that Australian Muslims come from 63 different backgrounds, with "loose associations" between them.[37]
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 Aboriginal Muslims




See also: Aboriginal Australians


According to Australia's 2011 census, 1,140 people identify as Aboriginal Muslims, almost double the number of Aboriginal Muslims recorded in the 2001 census.[104] Many are converts and some are descendants of Afghan cameleers or, as in the Arnhem Land[image: External link] people, have Macassan ancestry as a result of the historical Makassan contact with Australia[image: External link].[105][106] In north east Arnhem Land, there is some Islamic influence on the songs, paintings, dances, prayers with certains hymns to Allah and funeral rituals like facing west during prayers, roughly the direction of Mecca, and ritual prostration reminiscent of the Muslim sujud[image: External link].[104] As a result of Malay indentured laborers, plenty of families in Northern Australia have names like Doolah, Hassan and Khan.[104] Notable Aboriginal Muslims include the boxer Anthony Mundine[image: External link] and Rugby League footballer Aidan Sezer[image: External link].[107] Many indigenous converts are attracted to Islam because they see a compatibility between Aboriginal and Islamic beliefs,[108] while others see it as a fresh start and an aid against common social ills afflicting indigenous Australians[image: External link], such as alcohol and drug abuse.[104]

Some academics who have studied these issues have come to less positive conclusions regarding the relationship between the Aboriginal people and the visiting trepangers[image: External link].[13]:65–67 [13]:76 [14]:138 [15]:81–82
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 Bangladeshi Muslims




See also: Bangladeshis in Australia[image: External link]


Bangladeshi Muslims are located primarily in Western Sydney with a mosque at Seaton[109] and in the south-east of Melbourne, with a mosque at Huntingdale[image: External link].[110] The Seaton Mosque has been linked to the Tablighi Jamaat[image: External link] School of Islam[111] and has hosted Hizb ut-Tahrir[image: External link].[112] For Bangladeshi Muslims attending the Huntingdale Mosque, all Islamic lunar months, such as Ramadan[image: External link] are observed using local moon-sightings, rather than being based on Middle-Eastern, or other, timings.[113][114]
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 Bosnian Muslims




See also: Bosnian Australian[image: External link]


Bosnian Muslims have predominantly arrived in Australia after 1992, with most of the community living in the south east of Melbourne and in the south west of Sydney. There are Bosnian run mosques in Deer Park[image: External link], Noble Park[image: External link], and Penshurst[image: External link].[115]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Egyptian Muslims




See also: Egyptian Australians[image: External link]


Egyptian Muslims in Sydney are represented by The Islamic Egyptian Society.[116] The Society has managed the Arkana College[117] in Kingsgrove[image: External link] since 1986. It is reported that enrolments for its 203 co-educational places are booked out until 2020.[118]
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See also: Kurdish Australians[image: External link]


Kurdish[image: External link] Muslims have predominantly arrived in Australia since the second half of the 1980s, with most of the community settling in Melbourne and Sydney. Although the large majority of the Kurdish Australians are Muslims, there are no registered Kurdish run mosques in Australia.[119]
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See also: Lebanese Australians[image: External link]


Lebanese[image: External link] Muslims form the core of Australia's Muslim Arab[image: External link] population, particularly in Sydney where most Arabs in Australia live. Approximately 3.4% of Sydney's population are Muslim[image: External link].

In November 2016, Immigration Minister[image: External link], Peter Dutton[image: External link] said that it was a mistake of a previous administration to have brought out Lebanese Muslim immigrants.[120][121] Foreign Minister[image: External link], Julie Bishop[image: External link] said Mr Dutton was making a specific point about those charged with terrorism offences. "He made it quite clear that he respects and appreciates the contribution that the Lebanese community make in Australia".[122]
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 Somali Muslims




See also: Somali Australians[image: External link]


Although the first Somali[image: External link] community in Victoria was established in 1988, most Somalis began to settle in the country in the early 1990s following the civil war in Somalia.[123] Somalis are active in the wider Australian Muslim community, and have also contributed significantly to local business.[124] Somalian Muslims live in Melbourne, Brisbane, Gold Coast, Perth and Sydney.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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See also: Turkish Australians[image: External link]


Turkish[image: External link] Muslims are a significant segment of the Australian Muslim community. Some statistical reports forecast the Turkish Muslim population in Australia surpassing the Lebanese Muslim population in the 2020s and 2030s. The majority of Turkish Muslims in Sydney are from Auburn, Eastlakes and Prestons. Despite still having a large Turkish population in Auburn and Eastlakes, many Turks moved out of these areas and moved to Prestons to be close to the new and growing Turkish private school, Amity College[image: External link] which is run by people closely affiliated with the Galaxy Foundation (formerly Feza Foundation).
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Concerns and contemporary issues facing the Australian Muslim community include rates of unemployment, the rights of women, concerns over Islamism[image: External link] and Islamic radicalism[image: External link], among others.

Islamic preachers and clerics in Australia have been covered in the Australian press on account of the messages they have delivered publicly to the Muslim community or have otherwise shared with others in public settings. In some instances, various ideas and viewpoints espoused by these preachers have been subject of public or internal debate.[125] Statements viewed as misogynistic and radically paternalistic have come under criticism.[126]
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 Radical Sunni Islam




A number of incidents have highlighted the issues associated with radical Sunni Islam[image: External link] in Australia, including terrorism[image: External link] and militant activity.[127]

Several foreign Sunni terrorist organisations[image: External link] have sponsored the establishment of cells in Australia, including Lashkar-e-Taiba[image: External link],[128][129] and Jemaah Islamiah[image: External link].[130][131]:111[132]:38 Al-Shabaab[image: External link] is believed to have been behind the Holsworthy Barracks terror plot[image: External link].[133][134][135][136] A man known as "Ahmed Y" established a small militant group in Australia in 2001 and advocated the idea of establishing an Islamic State in Australia.[137]:14 Groups led by Abdul Nacer Benbrika[image: External link] and Khaled Cheikho[image: External link] were active in Melbourne and Sydney, respectively, until police arrested their members in 2005.[138][139] Instances of domestic terror inspired by radical political Islam[image: External link] include the plots by Faheem Khalid Lodhi[image: External link], Abdul Nacer Benbrika[image: External link] and Joseph T. Thomas[image: External link].

The Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant[image: External link] (ISIL), proscribed by the government as a terrorist organisation,[140] has targeted Australian Muslims for recruitment.[141] Making use of social media[image: External link], recruiters target those vulnerable to radicalisation,[142][143] and encourage local jihad activities.[144][145] Some of those targeted have been minors, including a teenager who was arrested in Melbourne in May 2015 for plotting to detonate home-made bombs[image: External link].[146] In June 2014, the government claimed that roughly 150 Australians had been recruited to fight in the conflicts in Syria and Iraq.[147][148] A list released in April 2015 showed that most were young males who have come from a range of occupations, including students.[149] It was also reported at the time that 20 Australians had been killed fighting overseas for terror groups, with 249 suspected jihadists prevented from leaving Australia.[150] The Border Force Counter-Terrorism Unit, tasked with stopping jihadists from leaving the country,[151] had cancelled more than 100 passports by the end of March 2015.[143] Several jihadists have expressed the desire to return to Australia,[152] but Prime Minister Tony Abbott[image: External link] has said that any who do would be prosecuted on their arrival.[153][154]

In December 2015 the Director General of ASIO Duncan Lewis[image: External link] stated that the number of Australians seeking to travel overseas to fight with groups such as ISIS had "plateaued a bit" due to better awareness of the issue among the Islamic community, few young Australians being attracted to ISIS and improvements to the speed with which passports could be cancelled. He also stated that a "tiny, tiny" proportion of Australian Muslims were influenced by ISIS. At this time the government believed there were around 110 Australians fighting with extremist groups, which was slightly lower than previous levels, and 44 Australians had been killed in Syria.[155]

In an Australia-wide survey published in November 2015, which was based on 1,573 interviews, which asked, "What is the likelihood that Islamic State will carry out a large scale terrorist attack in Australia?" 24% of the respondents said "it is inevitable", 23% said "very likely" and 29% said "likely". Greens' voters were least concerned about an attack.[156][157]
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 Saudi influence




Saudi Arabia has been involved in the funding of Sunni-Salafi mosques, schools and charitable organisations, a university and Australian Islamic institutions, with estimates up to $120 million.[158][159] This funding has generated tensions between Australian Muslim organisations.[160] In 2015, it was uncovered by WikiLeaks[image: External link], that the Saudi Government[image: External link] has provided finance to build Salafi[image: External link] mosques, to support Sunni Islamic community activities and to fund visits by Sunni clerics to "counter Shiite[image: External link] influence".[161]
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 Promotion of antisemitism




Main article: Islam and antisemitism[image: External link]


The leader of Hizb ut-Tahrir[image: External link] has said that the Jews "are evil creatures",[162] and the principal of Al-Taqwa College[image: External link] told students that ISIL[image: External link] is a scheme created by Israel.[163] An Islamic bookstore in Lakemba[image: External link] was found to be selling a children's book that describes Jews as "much conceited" and intent on world domination.[76]

Sheik Taj el-Din al-Hilali[image: External link], former Grand Mufti of Australia[image: External link] said, "Jews try to control the world through sex, then sexual perversion, then the promotion of espionage, treason and economic hoarding"[164][165] with Christians and Jews being, "the worst in God's creation".[166] At a Victorian university[image: External link], a Muslim group[image: External link] held workshops based on the teachings of Islamic scholars who have recommended the death penalty for homosexuals and apostates, promoted terrorism and preached hatred of Jews and Christians.[167]

A Sheik who leads a Sydney prayer hall, told a group including children, that Jews, "don't have mercy. They don't have anything in the heart. They've got only envy (and) they've got hatred". Dvir Abramovich[image: External link], a Jewish community leader, said he was deeply troubled by Sheik Hassan’s "divisive rhetoric".[168]
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 Promotion of extremism




Main article: Islamic extremism[image: External link]


Material sold at some Sunni Islamic bookshops have raised concerns. For example, the Islamic Information Bookshop in Melbourne was stocking literature "calling for violence against non-Muslims";[169] the Al Risalah Bookshop[170] was said to be "encouraging young Australians to fight in Syria";[171][172] and the Al-Furqan Bookshop[173][174] was said to be polarising members with extreme views.[175]

The Bukhari House Islamic Bookshop[176] in Auburn, New South Wales[image: External link], which is aligned to the Ahlus Sunnah Wal Jamaah Association[image: External link] has featured heavily in counter-terrorism raids.[177] The gunman responsible for the 2015 Parramatta shooting[image: External link] is said to have spent his final days under the influence of Bukhari House leaders.[178]

In Brisbane, the iQraa Bookstore was said to promote extremism.[179][180] It was reported in 2015 that the al-Furqan and al-Risalah bookshops had both closed, but concern has been raised that this might be the "worst thing that could happen" as they provided a place for people to go to "express their frustrations".[181]
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 Responses




A number of forums and meetings have been held about the problem of extremist groups or ideology within the Australian Islamic community.[182] After the London bombings in 2005[image: External link], Prime Minister John Howard[image: External link] established a Muslim Community Reference Group[image: External link] to assist governmental relations with the Muslim community.

Sydney's Muslim leaders, including Keysar Trad[image: External link], have condemned the actions of suicide bombers and denounced ISIS.[183] The Shia[image: External link] community in Australia have also expressed their concern regarding ISIS.[47][184] In February 2015, Ameer Ali[image: External link] former president of the Australian Federation of Islamic Councils[image: External link] called on religious leaders to oppose Islamic State as, "I haven't heard so far any single imam in this country that has named IS and condemned it."[185]

Glenn Mohammed a Muslim lawyer has written, "Muslims need to be able to discuss these issues openly and denounce barbaric behaviour. Instead, we choose to remain silent and then criticise a government that tries to make Australia safer."[186] Psychiatrist Tanveer Ahmed[image: External link] has examined underlying causes and has identified the significance of issues relating to 'family' and to 'denial'. He has said, "Muslim youths have unique difficulties in coming to terms with their identity, especially when they have conflicting value systems at home compared with school or work".[187]

In September 2014, the external affairs secretary of Australia's Ahmadiyya[image: External link] muslims, urged the Islamic community to denounce ISIS, "because they know very well that ISIS is responsible for brutal, reprehensible killings of Muslims in Syria and Iraq".[188]

Peter Jennings, Executive Director of the Australian Strategic Policy Institute has said Australian Muslim leaders need to recognise that there are a "disturbing number of radicalised ideologues" who do not believe Islam is peaceful. He says, "some dramatic self-healing is needed".[189]

In May 2015, the Abbott Government[image: External link] committed a further AU$450 million to fight home-grown terrorism.[190]

Muslim leaders have criticised the current Grand Mufti of Australia[image: External link], following the Muftis response to the November 2015 Paris attacks[image: External link].[191] Ameer Ali[image: External link] has said, "The problem I have with the Mufti is he cannot communicate in English. That means he has to rely on the people around him."[192] Anthony Albanese[image: External link] described the Grand Mufti's contribution as "completely unacceptable".[193] Josh Frydenberg[image: External link] along with other senior politicians have urged moderate Islamic leaders to speak with one voice against extremism.[194]

The founder of Australia’s biggest Muslim media organisation Ahmed Kilani is seeking a "revolution" within the Islamic community and has called upon Muslim leaders to unequivocally repudiate violence conducted in the name of Islam.[195] Dr Recep Dogan of Charles Sturt University’s[image: External link] Centre for Islamic Sciences and Civilisation, said as Muslim leaders in Australia do not seem to be engaged at a community level.[196]

During an interview on ABC Lateline[image: External link] program, the authors of a book entitled Islam and the Future of Tolerance[image: External link], Sam Harris[image: External link], an atheist and neuroscientist, and Maajid Nawaz[image: External link], a former Hizb-ut-Tahrir[image: External link] member, argued that Islam has failed to modernise. Harris said, "We have a task ahead of us, a monumental task ahead of us, and that is to begin the process of adapting, reinterpreting our scriptures for the modern day and age." [197] Politician Andrew Hastie[image: External link] has said, "Modern Islam needs to cohere with the Australian way of life, our values and institutions. In so far as it doesn’t, it needs reform."[198] Former federal Treasurer, Peter Costello[image: External link] has said, "Islamic scholars need to tell would-be jihadis, why these difficult sections of the Koran and the Hadiths," which may have been acceptable in the 7th century, "are not to be taken literally and not to be followed today".[199]

Former Prime Minister, Tony Abbott[image: External link] has said, "there needs to be a concerted ‘hearts and minds’ campaign against the versions of Islam that make excuses for terrorists".[200][201]

However, Hizb ut-Tahrir (Australia)[image: External link] spokesman, Uthman Badar, said, "Islam is not up for negotiation or reform. Islam is what it is."[202] Hizb ut-Tahrir advocates capital punishment[image: External link] for apostates[image: External link].[203][204] Australia's Race Discrimination Commissioner, Tim Soutphommasane[image: External link] has said that Hizb ut-Tahrir's views are, "absurd."[205]

In December 2015 the Grand Mufti of Australia and several high profile imams issued a new year's message supporting a fatwa against Islamic State. In the message they stated that "most Islamic Legal Circles and Fatwa Boards have condemned ISIS", and warned young people to avoid the organisation's propaganda.[206]

In March 2017, the Prime Minister said that since September 2014 Australian security forces have disrupted 12 planned domestic attacks and charged 62 people with terrorist-related offences.[207]
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 Discrimination




See also: Islamophobia in Australia[image: External link]


According to some scholars, a particular trend of anti-Muslim prejudice has developed in Australia since the late 1980s.[208] Since the 2001 World Trade Center attacks[image: External link] in New York, and the 2005 Bali bombings[image: External link], Islam and its place in Australian society has been the subject of much public debate.[209]

A report published in 2004 by the Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission[image: External link] pointed to many Muslim Australians who felt the Australian media was unfairly critical of, and often vilified their community due to generalisations of terrorism and the emphasis on crime. The use of ethnic or religious labels in news reports about crime was thought to stir up racial tensions.[210]

After the White Australia[image: External link] immigration laws were replaced with multicultural[image: External link] policies the social disadvantage of Muslims was thought to have been alleviated. Some sources, however, note that Muslims now face some disadvantages on account of their religion.[16]:15–16 At times there has been opposition to the construction of new mosques in Australia. A 2014 report from the Islamic Sciences and Research Academy, University of Western Sydney[image: External link], on mosques in New South Wales found that 44 percent of mosques in the state had "experienced resistance from the local community when the mosque was initially proposed". In around 20 percent of these cases opposition was from a small number of people.[211]

According to Michael Humphrey, a professor of sociology[image: External link] at the University of Sydney[image: External link], much of Islamic culture and organisation in Australia has been borne of the social marginalisation[image: External link] experiences of Muslim working class[image: External link] migrants. This "immigrant Islam" is often viewed by the host society as a force of "cultural resistance" toward the multicultural and secular nature of the general Australian culture. Muslim practices of praying, fasting and veiling appear as challenging the conformity within public spaces and the values of gender equality in social relationships and individual rights. The immigrant Muslims are often required to "negotiate their Muslimness" in the course of their encounters with Australian society, the governmental and other social institutions and bureaucracies.[212]

A poll of nearly 600 Muslim residents of Sydney released in November 2015 found that the respondents were three to five times more likely to have experienced racism than the general Australian population. However, approximately 97 per cent of the Muslim respondents reported that they had friendly relations with non-Muslims and felt welcome in Australia.[213]

In an Australia-wide survey published in November 2015, which was based on 1,573 interviews, which asked, "Are Muslims that live in Australia doing enough to integrate into the Australian community, or should they be doing more?", only 20% of respondents thought Muslims are currently "doing enough".[156][157]

A poll conducted by the University of South Australia's International Centre for Muslim and non-Muslim Understanding which was released in 2016 found that 10 per cent of Australians have hostile attitudes towards Muslims.[214] The accompanying report concluded that "the great majority of Australians in all states and regions are comfortable to live alongside Australian Muslims".[215]

A Council for the Prevention of Islamophobia Inc[image: External link] has been established. An Australian speaking tour by Ayaan Hirsi Ali[image: External link], was proposed for April 2017. Because of her alleged Islamophobia, the Council for the Prevention of Islamophobia told organisers that there would be 5,000 protesters outside the Festival Hall[image: External link] in Melbourne if she was to speak at that venue.[216] Her Australian tour was cancelled.[217][216]
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 Women's rights




Main article: Women in Islam[image: External link]


As part of the broader issue of women's rights and Islam[image: External link], the perceived gender inequality in Islam has often been the focal point of criticism in Australia through comparisons to the situation of women in Islamic nations. Muslim women can face hurdles both from within the Muslim community and from the wider community.[209][218] Following a successful appeal to the Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal[image: External link] by a Muslim lady[image: External link], who believes it is a sin to be seen without a niqab[image: External link], the policy of the Monash hospital[image: External link] is now for female doctors to attend to female patients, if requested.[219] Several Melbourne councils have women-only sessions in their swimming pools. Monash Council[image: External link] has provided a curtain to ensure privacy for Muslim women.[220][221]

It has been reported that a "growing number of Muslim men [have] multiple wives"; the same story cited Islamic Friendship Association of Australia president Keysar Trad[image: External link] as stating that there were "not many more than 50" polygamist Muslim families in Australia.[222] Centrelink[image: External link] has been paying spousal benefits to Islamic families with several wives, with Centrelink saying that the payment of spousal benefits for multiple wives is done to save taxpayers’ money, rather than paying single-parent-benefits for each wife.[223]

The AFIC has advocated Australian Muslims being able to marry and divorce under the principles of Sharia[image: External link] law, saying that Australian Muslims should enjoy "legal pluralism".[224][225] There are Sharia law based mediation centres in Sydney and Melbourne.[226] To expedite a religious divorce, Australian Muslim women often agree to sharia law principles which result in an unequal distribution of assets and rights.[227] A Melbourne based, Muslim lawyer has said, "his clients, almost all female, say they have been disadvantaged by Sharia settlements."[226]

At a major Sydney mosque[image: External link] women are required to remain behind tinted glass on the second floor.[228][229]

The leader of the Islamic Information and Services Network of Australasia[image: External link], Samir Abu Hamza has told his followers that it is permissible to hit women as a, "last resort" but, "you are not allowed to bruise them . . . or to make them bleed".[230][231] In response, he said that his message was taken out of context.[230]

In March 2016 the New South Wales Civil and Administrative Tribunal[image: External link] determined that separate male and female seating arrangements at public events hosted by Hizb ut-Tahrir contravened section 33 of the NSW Anti-Discrimination Act. The Tribunal ordered that all future publicity materials for public events hosted by Hizb ut-Tahrir must clearly inform attendees that segregated seating arrangements are not compulsory.[232][233]

In May 2016 the United Muslims of Australia held a conference in Sydney where genders were separated by a fence.[234]

The president of the Australian National Imams Council[image: External link], Sheikh Shady Alsuleiman[image: External link] has said that women would be "hung by their breasts in hell" and women should not look at men.[235] He has also said that women must obey their husbands to enter paradise.[236]

In February 2017 the promotional flyers for an Islamic Peace Conference, organised by the Islamic Research and Educational Academy[image: External link], the three females had their faces replaced with black ink, while the faces of all other 12 male speakers were displayed.[237]

In February 2017, in response to a question regarding the meaning of Quran Chapter 4, Surah 34[image: External link], Keysar Trad[image: External link] president of the AFIC said a husband can beat his wife, but only as "a last resort".[238] He later apologised for his statements conceding Islam does allow for this, but saying he was "clumsy" in the television interview, adding that he condemns all violence against women.[239] In April 2017 Hizb ut-Tahrir (Australia)[image: External link] produced a video in which two women discussed how to resolve marital conflicts. One of the women said, "a man is permitted to hit a woman as an act of discipline" and described the permissive text[image: External link] as "beautiful" and "a blessing".[240] The video was strongly repudiated by Muslim leaders,[241][242] with the women subsequently saying, "more thought needs to be given to the question of purpose, worth and risk of sharing content online. We acknowledge our mistake in this respect in this instance".[243][244]
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 Children's rights




Main article: Islam and children[image: External link]


It has been reported that female circumcision has been carried out in New South Wales, Victoria and Western Australia.[245][246] The act has been a criminal offence since the 1990s. The first criminal trial concerning female circumcision in Australia ended with the conviction of three members of the Dawoodi Bohra[image: External link] Shia Muslim community in November 2015 and in 2016 a community leader was imprisoned.[247][248][249] There are reportedly 120,000 migrant women living in Australia who have had their genitals mutilated.[250]

A study, conducted by researchers from the Australian paediatric surveillance unit at Westmead Children's Hospital[image: External link] in Sydney, has determined at least 60 Australian girls, from the age of 6 months, have undergone female genital mutilation[image: External link].[251]

The school uniform at Sydney's Al-Faisal College[image: External link] "thought to have the strictest uniform policy for girls in the country" requires summer and winter, ankle-length dresses, long-sleeved shirts, plus head covering, for girls, while the boys can wear short-sleeved shirts - has been described as discriminatory.[252][253]

There have been prosecutions under Australian law[image: External link] in regards to Islamic marriages[image: External link] involving underage girls.[254][255][256] There have been allegations of failure by Australian authorities to respond to reports of child brides. However, the Australian Federal Police has stated that it is unable to follow up on the reports as they concern alleged child marriages which occurred before specific legislation outlawing the practice came into effect in March 2013, and the legislation was not retrospective.[257][258]

At a Sydney school, Muslim boys were told not to shake the hands of females presenting awards at the school.[259] The instruction is understood to derive from an Islamic hadith[image: External link] which says, "it is better to be stabbed in the head with an iron needle than to touch the hand of a woman who is not permissible to you".[260] There are claims that another Sydney public school is, "run like a mosque"[261] with the school refusing to adopt a program aimed at countering violent religious extremism[image: External link]. The principal of the school was removed.[262]
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 Views on homosexuality




Main article: Islam and homosexuality[image: External link]


In June 2016, the president of the Australian National Imams Council[image: External link] (ANIC), Sheikh Shady Alsuleiman[image: External link] participated in an Iftar[image: External link] dinner at Kirribilli House[image: External link] hosted by the Prime Minister. The Prime Minister said he would not have been invited Alsuleiman had he known of his position regarding homosexuals.[263] The sheikh had previously spoken about the "evil actions" of homosexuality.[264] Australia's Grand Mufti, Ibrahim Abu Mohamed[image: External link] has defended Alsuleiman, saying Islam has a, "longstanding" position on homosexuality" which "no person can ever change". He said that any attempt to call out its teachings could lead to radicalisation.[265] ANIC treasurer Imam Mohamed Imraan Husain said, "Islam prevents lesbianism and being gay." Uthman Badar spokesman for Hizb ut-Tahrir (Australia)[image: External link], said that Mr Turnbull was condemning the "normative Islamic position on homosexuality".[266]

A guest speaker for the Imam Husain Islamic Centre[image: External link], who supports the death penalty for homosexuals in certain cases,[267] voluntarily left Australia.[268][269]

Yusuf Peer, president of the Council of Imams Queensland, in referring to the sharia law death penalty for homosexuality said, "that is what Islam teaches and that will never change."[270] The Imam of Australia's largest mosque, located in Lakemba, NSW[image: External link], Shaykh Yahya Safi has said, "In Islam we believe it's a major sin to have such relations between men and men, a sexual relation. We don't discuss this because it's obvious."[271]
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 Employment, education and crime




As of 2007, average wages of Muslims were much lower than those of the national average, with just 5% of Muslims earning over $1000 per week compared to the average of 11%. Unemployment rates amongst Muslims born overseas were higher than Muslims born in Australia.[209] Muslims are over-represented in jails in New South Wales, at 9% to 10% of the prison population, compared to less than 3% within the NSW population.[272][273]
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 In literature and film




There are a number of notable works in Australian literature that discuss the Muslims during the "Afghan period" (1860-1900).[16]:10


	
The Camel in Australia, by Tom L. McKnight

	
Fear and Hatred, by Andrew Markus

	
Afghans in Australia, by Michael Cigler

	
Tin Mosques and Ghantowns, by Christine Stevens

	
Ali Abdul v The King, by Hanifa Deen

	
Australia's Muslim Cameleers: Pioneers of the inland, 1860s–1930s, by Dr Anna Kenny



Veiled Ambition[image: External link] is a documentary created by Rebel Films for the SBS independent[image: External link] network following a Lebanese-Australian woman named Frida as she opens a shop selling fashionable clothing for Muslim women on Melbourne's Sydney Road. The documentary follows Frida as she develops her business in Melbourne while juggling a husband and home in Sydney and a pregnancy.[274] Veiled Ambition won the Palace Films Award for Short Film Promoting Human Rights[image: External link] at the 2006 Melbourne International Film Festival[image: External link].[275]
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 Notable figures




See also: Category:Australian Muslims[image: External link]




	
Houssam Abiad[image: External link], Deputy Lord Mayor City of Adelaide & Entrepreneur

	
Randa Abdel-Fattah[image: External link], novelist

	
Aziza Abdel-Halim[image: External link], female political activist

	
Yassmin Abdel-Magied[image: External link], multicultural activist

	
Mohammad Hussein al-Ansari[image: External link], Ayatollah for Shia Islam

	
Fawad Ahmed[image: External link], cricket player

	
Ameer Ali[image: External link], academic and political activist

	
Shady Alsuleiman[image: External link], controversial, senior Muslim cleric

	
Waleed Aly[image: External link], radio and television presenter

	
Abdul Nacer Benbrika[image: External link], Muslim cleric, convicted terrorist

	
Sam Dastyari[image: External link], Senator

	
Wassim Doureihi[image: External link], spokesman for Hizb ut-Tahrir[image: External link]


	
Ahmed Fahour[image: External link], former CEO of Australia Post

	
Mamdouh Habib[image: External link], former Guantanamo Bay detainee, anti-war activist

	
Abu Hamza[image: External link], community activist

	
David Hicks[image: External link], former Guantanamo Bay detainee

	
Taj El-Din Hilaly[image: External link], Sunni Imam and Mufti

	
Bachar Houli[image: External link], football player

	
Ed Husic[image: External link], Member of Parliament

	
Nazeem Hussain[image: External link], comedian

	
Rabiah Hutchinson[image: External link], convert, wife of Mustafa Hamid[image: External link]


	
John Ibrahim[image: External link], businessman

	
John Ilhan[image: External link], businessman

	
Usman Khawaja[image: External link], cricket player

	
Mansour Leghaei[image: External link], Shia sheikh

	
Rashid Mahazi[image: External link], football player

	
Hazem El-Masri[image: External link], rugby league player

	
Ibrahim Abu Mohamed[image: External link], Grand Mufti of Australia

	
Feiz Mohammad[image: External link], Muslim preacher

	
Man Haron Monis[image: External link], aka Sheik Haron, gunman in the 2014 Sydney hostage crisis[image: External link]


	
Anthony Mundine[image: External link], boxer and former rugby league player

	
Fehmi Naji[image: External link], Muslim Imam and Mufti

	
Mohammed Omran[image: External link], ASWJA[image: External link] Sheikh

	
Aamer Rahman[image: External link], comedian

	
Jamal Rifi[image: External link], General Practitioner and community leader

	
Osamah Sami[image: External link], actor

	
Mohammed Junaid Thorne[image: External link], Islamic preacher

	
Keysar Trad[image: External link], community and political activist

	
Mariam Veiszadeh[image: External link], lawyer and community advocate

	
Samina Yasmeen[image: External link], academic

	
Irfan Yusuf[image: External link], author
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 See also





	Q Society of Australia[image: External link]

	Ahmadiyya in Australia[image: External link]

	Criticism of Islam[image: External link]

	Gender segregation and Muslims[image: External link]

	Islam by country[image: External link]

	Islamic organisations in Australia[image: External link]

	Religion in Australia

	Shia–Sunni relations[image: External link]
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	Historical population



	Year
	Pop.
	±%



	1986
	21,500
	—    



	1991
	43,580
	+102.7%



	1996
	67,270
	+54.4%



	2001
	95,473
	+41.9%



	2006
	148,123
	+55.1%



	2011
	275,534
	+86.0%




Hinduism in Australia is a minority religion consisting of more than 275,000 individuals, representing 1.3% of the total Australian population according to the 2011 census[1] (up from 148,119 in the 2006 census).[2] Hinduism is one of the fastest growing religions[image: External link] in Australia mostly through immigration.[3] Hinduism is also one of the most youthful religions in Australia, with 34% and 66% of Hindus being under the age of 14 and 34 respectively.[4]

In the 19th century, the British first brought Hindus from India to Australia to work on cotton and sugar plantations[image: External link]. Many remained as small businessmen, working as camel drivers, merchants and hawkers[image: External link], selling goods between small rural communities. These days Hindus are well educated professionals in fields such as medicine, engineering, commerce and information technology, constituting a model minority[image: External link]. The Hindus in Australia are mostly of Indian[image: External link], Sri Lankan[image: External link], Fijian[image: External link], Malaysia[image: External link], Singapore[image: External link], Nepali[image: External link], and Bangladesh[image: External link] origin, with some originating from other parts of the Indian subcontinent[image: External link] including Sindh[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

The majority of Australian Hindus live along the Eastern Coast of Australia and are mainly located in the cities of Melbourne and Sydney. As a community Hindus live relatively peacefully and in harmony with the local populations. They have established a number of temples and other religious meeting places and celebrate most Hindu festivals[image: External link].



	Year
	Percent
	Increase



	1986
	0.14%
	-



	1991
	0.25%
	+0.11%



	1996
	0.38%
	+0.13%



	2001
	0.51%
	+0.13%



	2006
	0.75%
	+0.24%



	2011
	1.28%
	+0.53%
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The following dates briefly outline the arrival of Hinduism.


	As early as 300AD – Indonesian Hindu merchants make contact with Australian Aborigines.

	1788 – Indian crews from Bay of Bengal[image: External link] came to Australia on trading ships.[5]


	1816 – Domestic servants in European households left the port of Calcutta[image: External link] to take up labouring work in Sydney.

	1844 – P. Friell who had previously lived in India, brought 25 domestic workers from India[image: External link] to Sydney and these included a few women and children.[6]


	1850s – A Hindu Sindhi[image: External link] merchant, Shri Pammull, built a family opal[image: External link] trade in Melbourne that has prosperously continued with his third-to fourth-generation descendants.[7]


	1857 – The census showed a mere 277 Hindus in Victoria. The gold rush years attracted many Indians[image: External link] to Australia and across the borders to the gold mines in Victoria.

	1893 – The census showed that 521 Hindus were living in New South Wales.

	1901 – Just about 800 Indians lived in Australia, the majority of them lived in northern NSW and Queensland.

	1911 – The census counted 3698 Hindus in the entire country.[8]


	1921 – Less than 2200 Indians[image: External link] lived in Australia.

	1971 – Swami Prabhupada[image: External link] arrives in Australia and founded first Hare Krishna[image: External link] centre in Sydney.[9]


	1977 – The first Hindu temple[image: External link] in Australia, the Sri Mandir Temple, was built. Established by three devotees; Dr Prem Shankar, Dr Padmanabn Shrindhar Prabhu and Dr Anand, who bought an old house in Auburn[image: External link] NSW and paid $12000.00 to convert it into a temple.[10][11]


	1981 – The census recorded 12,466 Hindus in Victoria and 12,256 in NSW from a total of 41,730 in the entire country.

	1985 – A Hindu society, the Saiva Manram, was formed to build a temple for Lord Murukan[image: External link]. Since its inception, Lord Murukan has been called 'Sydney Murukan'. The Saiva Manram has worked hard for nearly ten years to build a temple for Lord Murukan.

	1986 – According to the 1986 census, the number of Hindus in Australia surpasses 21,000.

	1991 – According to the 1991 census, the number of Hindus in Australia surpasses 43,000.

	1996 – Hindus with their birthplace in India made up 31 per cent of all Hindus in Australia. But the census also showed there were 67,270 Hindus living in Australia.[12]


	2001 – According to the 2001 census, the number of Hindus in Australia surpasses 95,000.[13]


	2003 – Sri Karphaga Vinayakar Temple was formed to build a temple for Lord Ganesha/Ganapathi/Vinayakar. Since its inception, Lord Ganesh has been called 'Sydney Ganesh Temple'. "www.vinayakar.org.au"

	2006 – According to the 2006 census, the number of Hindus in Australia surpasses 145,000.[14]


	2011 – According to the 2011 census, the number of Hindus in Australia surpasses 275,000.[15]


	2015 – Daniel Mookhey[image: External link] becomes the first Australian MP to be sworn into office by swearing his/her oath on the Bhagavad Gita[image: External link].[16]
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Data from the 2011 Census showed that all states(and A.C.T and the Northern Territory) apart from New South Wales had their Hindu population double from the 2006 census. New South Wales has had the largest number of Hindus since at least 2001.



	State/Territory
	Population 2011 Census
	Percentage 2011 Census
	Population 2006 Census
	Percentage 2006 Census
	2006–2011 Growth
	Reference



	New South Wales[image: External link]
	119,843
	1.7%
	73,717
	1.1%
	+46,126
	[17]



	Victoria[image: External link]
	83,102
	1.6%
	42,248
	0.9%
	+40,854
	[18]



	Queensland[image: External link]
	28,609
	0.7%
	14,040
	0.4%
	+14,569
	[19]



	Western Australia[image: External link]
	21,048
	0.9%
	8,110
	0.4%
	+12,938
	[20]



	South Australia[image: External link]
	13,616
	0.9%
	5,114
	0.3%
	+8,502
	[21]



	Australian Capital Territory
	6,053
	1.7%
	3,289
	1.0%
	+2,764
	[22]



	Northern Territory[image: External link]
	1,642
	0.8%
	536
	0.3%
	+1,106
	[23]



	Tasmania
	1,608
	0.3%
	784
	0.2%
	+824
	[24]
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Main article: List of Hindu temples in Australia[image: External link]
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 Demographics




According to the 2006 Census, 44.16% of all Australians who were born in India were Hindu, so were 47.20% of those born in Fiji, 1.84% born in Indonesia, 3.42% from Malaysia, and 18.61% from Sri Lanka.[25]
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Less than 17% of the Australian Hindus use English as their home language. The number of Australian Hindus speaking various languages as their home language are:[26]


	Total – 275,534

	
Hindi language[image: External link] – 81,892

	English language – 39,800

	
Tamil language[image: External link] – 36,940

	
Gujarati language[image: External link] – 29,250

	
Nepali language[image: External link] – 21,766

	
Telugu language[image: External link] – 16,717



Other major languages spoken by Australian Hindus include:


	
Punjabi language[image: External link] – 19,442

	
Marathi language[image: External link] – 8,774

	
Malayalam language[image: External link] – 5,938

	
Bengali language[image: External link] – 5,685

	
Kannada language[image: External link] – 5,383

	
South Asian[image: External link] nfd – 3,531

	
Indo-Aryan nfd[image: External link] – 1,988

	French language- 1,180

	
Indonesian language[image: External link] – 1,171,

	
Konkani language[image: External link] – 609

	
Fijian Hindustani[image: External link] – 572

	
Mauritian Creole[image: External link] – 514

	
Tulu language[image: External link]- 348

	
Oriya language[image: External link]- 282

	
Sindhi language[image: External link] – 277

	
Sinhalese language[image: External link] – 232

	
Assamese language[image: External link] – 165

	
Italian language- 158

	
Fijian language[image: External link] – 129

	
Balinese language[image: External link]- 129

	
Vietnamese language[image: External link] – 109
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Irreligion in Australia






Atheism[image: External link], agnosticism[image: External link], deism[image: External link], scepticism[image: External link], freethought[image: External link], secular humanism[image: External link] or general secularism[image: External link] are increasing in Australia.[3] Post-war Australia has become a highly secularised[image: External link] country.[4] Religion does not play a major role in the lives of much of the population.[5]

In the 2011 census[image: External link], 22.3% of Australians (or 4,796,787 people) described themselves as having "no religion". This was more than three percent higher (and 1,090,232 people more) than in the 2006 census and was the second largest category.[6] Another 2.014 million (9.4%) were in the "not-stated or inadequately-defined" category: so more than 31% of Australians did not state a religious affiliation in the 2011 census.[7]

In the 2006 census[image: External link], 18.7% of Australians (or 3,706,555 people) had described themselves as having "no religion". This was three percent higher than in the 2001 census[image: External link] and was the largest growth in total number of any religious option in that census (800,557 people).[3] A further 2.4 million (11.9%) did not state a religion (or inadequately described it).[8] So just over 30% of Australians did not state a religious affiliation in the 2006 census.

According to a 2004 study by Pippa Norris and Ronald Inglehart, 25% of Australians do not believe in any gods.[9]



TOP
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 History




The first systematic recording of the religious affiliation of non-aboriginal Australians took place in the 1901 census. Since the 1901 census, the percentage of the population unaligned with a religion has grown from 0.4% to just over 30% of the population. This census question about religion has been clearly labelled as "optional" since 1933. In 1971 the census instructed, "If no religion, write none." This was followed by "a seven-fold increase" in the figures from previous years for those declaring lack of religious beliefs.[10]

Melbourne hosted the 2010 Global Atheist Convention[image: External link] (branded as the largest event of its kind in the world,[11]) sponsored by the Atheist Foundation of Australia[image: External link] and Atheist Alliance International[image: External link]. It took place at the Melbourne Convention Centre[image: External link] from 12 to 14 March 2010. Over 2,000 delegates attended, with all available tickets selling out more than five weeks prior to the event.[12]

In 2010 The Australian Book of Atheism[13] was published as "the first collection to explore atheism from an Australian viewpoint".[14] The book was prompted by the disparity between Australia's increasing secularism and the increasing political and educational influence and funding of religion in Australia and contains essays by 33 authors (including Leslie Cannold[image: External link], Robyn Williams[image: External link], Tim Minchin[image: External link], Graham Oppy[image: External link], Philip Nitschke[image: External link], Ian Hunter[image: External link], Lyn Allison[image: External link], Russell Blackford[image: External link] and Ian Robinson[image: External link]) on atheism-related topics in areas including history, law, education, philosophy and neurobiology.
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 Irreligion in politics




Section 116 of the Constitution of Australia[image: External link] established Freedom of religion[image: External link] in 1901.

Australians tend to be very suspicious of religion being intertwined with politics. Critic and commentator Robert Hughes[image: External link] stated "Any Australian political candidate who declared God was on his side would be laughed off the podium as an idiot or a wowser[image: External link] (prude, intrusive bluenose)."[15] Conversely, Australia has had many openly atheist[image: External link] or agnostic[image: External link] political figures elected to high positions, including prime ministers[image: External link] Gough Whitlam (whose philosophical position has been called " post-Christian[image: External link]"[16]) John Curtin[image: External link], John Gorton[image: External link], Bob Hawke and Julia Gillard[image: External link]. Governor-general Bill Hayden[image: External link] was voted as the Australian Humanist[image: External link] of the Year by the Council of Australian Humanist Societies[image: External link]. Politicians Gareth Evans[image: External link], Olive Zakharov[image: External link] and Lionel Murphy[image: External link] have also received this award.

A 2010 survey by The Sunday Age[image: External link] asked all 30 members of the First Rudd Ministry[image: External link] about their religious beliefs. Fifteen declined to comment, ten said they were "Christian" and three stated that they were atheists: health minister Nicola Roxon[image: External link], defence personnel minister Greg Combet[image: External link] and financial services minister Chris Bowen[image: External link]. The remaining two, finance minister Lindsay Tanner[image: External link] and treasurer Wayne Swan[image: External link], both described themselves as agnostic Christians, with Swan believing that "values, rather than religion, are important in public life". Tanner added, "I doubt whether it would make much difference to a political career for someone to describe themselves as atheist."[17]

According to a 2009 Nielsen survey, 84% of 1000 respondents agree that religion and politics should be separate.[18]
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 Irreligion in popular culture
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 Polls, surveys and statistics




Although many Australians identify themselves as religious, the majority consider religion the least important aspect of their lives when compared with family, partners, work and career, leisure time and politics.[19] This is reflected in Australia's church attendance[image: External link] rates, which are among the lowest in the world and in continuing decline.[20][21] In explaining this phenomenon, writer and broadcaster Paul Collins[image: External link] said "Australians are quietly spiritual rather than explicitly religious" and the prominent historian Manning Clark[image: External link] defined Australian spirituality as "a shy hope in the heart .... understated, wary of enthusiasm, anti-authoritarian, optimistic, open to others, self-deprecating and ultimately characterized by a serious quiet reverence, a deliberate silence, an inarticulate awe and a serious distaste for glib wordiness."[22]

Donald Horne[image: External link], one of Australia's well-known public intellectuals[image: External link], believed rising prosperity in post-war Australia influenced the decline in church-going and general lack of interest in religion. "Churches no longer matter very much to most Australians. If there is a happy eternal life it's for everyone ... For many Australians the pleasures of this life are sufficiently satisfying that religion offers nothing of great appeal", said Horne in his landmark work The Lucky Country[image: External link].[4]

The Australian Census[image: External link] in 2011 found that 24.5% of Australian-born Australians claim no religion.[23] In 2011 adults aged 18–34 were more than twice as likely as those in 1976 to have no religion (29% compared with 12%). The highest proportion of people who had no religion were young adults.[24] The ABS has revealed that in 2011, the number of males claiming no religion was higher than females, that women claiming no religion were more likely to have no children, and that marriages were mostly performed by civil celebrants.[25][26] Tasmania and the Australian Capital Territory had the highest rates of citizens reporting no religion, at 29% while the rate was lowest in New South Wales (18%).[27][28]



	State/Territory [29]
	 % 2011
	 % 2006
	 % 2001



	Australian Capital Territory
	28.9
	23.4
	19.6



	New South Wales
	17.9
	14.3
	11.7



	Northern Territory
	23.9
	23.1
	18.7



	Queensland
	22.1
	18.6
	14.8



	South Australia
	28.1
	24.2
	20.6



	Tasmania
	28.6
	21.5
	17.3



	Total
	22.3
	18.7
	15.5



	Victoria
	24.0
	20.4
	17.3



	Western Australia
	25.5
	22.9
	19.7




Secular marriages[image: External link] in Australia accounted for 74.9 per cent of marriages in 2015,[30] a little more than in England and Wales.in 2013 [31] This is up from 41.3% of marriages in 1988 and just over 50% in 1999.[32] Secular funerals have also risen in popularity. In 2014 the Sydney Morning Herald[image: External link] surveyed 104 funeral directors and 514 people over 50, finding that 6 in 10 funerals were conducted by civil celebrants.[33]
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 Belief




A Roy Morgan[image: External link] survey of 4,840 Australians between October and December 2013 found that 52.6% of Australians were Christian, while 37.6% had no religion.[35] Norman Morris, the company's communications director, noted that the change in religious affiliation could indicate a growth of atheism and agnosticism, or a move away from identification with organised Christianity by theistic believers. He identified possible causes for the change, including "morally conservative religious doctrines" contrasting with progressive attitudes on abortion[image: External link], same-sex marriage[image: External link], the use of condoms in the global fight against the HIV pandemic. He also noted the drop coincided with public media attention around alleged religious cover-ups of child sexual abuse in the Child Abuse Royal Commission[image: External link].

A 2006 study by Monash University[image: External link], the Australian Catholic University[image: External link] and the Christian Research Association[image: External link] found that 52 per cent of Australians born between 1976 and 1990[image: External link] had no belief in a god.[36]

A 2008 global Gallup poll[image: External link] found nearly 70% of Australians stated religion as having no importance,[37] much higher than their American counterparts and on par with similarly secular countries such as Japan, the Netherlands, Finland and France. Only a few Scandinavian[image: External link] countries ( Norway[image: External link], Sweden, Denmark[image: External link]) and post-Soviet[image: External link] states ( Estonia[image: External link]) are markedly less religious. A 2008 Christian Science Monitor[image: External link] survey of 17 countries reported that youth from Australia and the United Kingdom were the least likely to observe religious practice or see any "spiritual dimension" to life.[38]

A 2002 study by Gregory Paul[image: External link], found that 24% of Australians are atheist or agnostic.[39] A 2009 Nielsen survey of 1,000 respondents, found 68% of Australians believe in god and/or a "universal spirit", while 24% believe in neither. The survey found that 49% of respondents claimed religion was not important in their lives.[18] A 2009 survey of 1,718 Australians conducted by NCLS research[image: External link] found that 61.5% say that "religious faith or spirituality" was of little or no importance to career and lifestyle decisions.[40]

In 2011, an Ipsos MORI[image: External link] survey found that 32% claimed no religion,[41] while a Galaxy poll found 43% claimed no religion.[42] A 2011 report by the American Physical Society[image: External link] claimed that religion may die out in Australia and eight other Western world countries.[43][44]

According to NORC[image: External link] of Chicago, 20.6% of Australians don't believe in God and never have, while 9.7% are "strong atheists". Of those aged under 28, 26.8% have never believed in God and just 14.7% are certain God exists.[45] A 2012 poll by Win-Gallup International[image: External link] found that 48% of Australians claimed no religion; 37% were religious; 10% declared themselves "convinced atheists". Australia placed in the bottom 14 for religiosity[image: External link] and in the top 11 for atheism.[46]

An October 2011 McCrindle survey polled 1,094 respondents on attitudes Christianity, finding 50% of the respondents did not identify with a religion, and 17% claimed Jesus did not exist.[47] A follow-up survey that 30% claimed no religion, 64% identified with Christianity and 6% belonged to other religions. 9% of the Christians were actively practising and regularly attending.[48]

A 2011 survey by McCrindle Research found that for Australians, Christmas is predominantly secular. 46% of respondents said the highlights of Christmas were celebrations with family and friends, 36% said gift giving, Christmas trees and the general Christmas spirit; and 15% said attending religious services, carol singing and nativity plays. 19% said they would "definitely" attend a religious service, while 38% have never attended. 87% of people who are not religious celebrated Christmas to some extent.[49]
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 Religious attendance




According to the National Church Life Survey[image: External link], between 1950 and 2007 monthly church attendance declined from 44% to 17%.[50]

A 2009 Christian Research Association[image: External link] survey of 1,718 Australians found that 16% attended a religious service at least once a month, down from 23% in 1993. More than 40% of those brought up as Anglicans or Lutherans, 36% of those brought up in the Uniting Church and 28% of those brought up as Roman Catholics now described themselves as having no religion. 33% of 15- to 29-year-olds identified with a Christian denomination in 2009, down from 60% in 1993.[5]

In 1996, 17.9% of Roman Catholics attended Mass on a typical Sunday,[51] falling to 12.2% in 2011.[52][53] In 2006, the median age of all Catholics aged 15 years and over was 44 years.[54][55] In 1996, 27% of Roman Catholics aged 50 to 54 years regularly attended Mass[image: External link], falling to 15% in 2006.[54] while 30% aged 55–59 years regularly attended in 1996, but only 19% in 2006.[54] From 1996 to 2006 Mass attendance for Roman Catholics aged between 15 and 34 declined by just over 38%, going from 136,000 to 83,760 attendees.[54]

A study in 2011 by the Christian Research Association discovered that the attendance of Uniting churches[image: External link] has declined by 30% over the past 10 years. The association's president, Philip Hughes, has predicted that the decline in church attendance will continue "at least for the next 20 years". The study also found that the average age of people attending Catholic and Anglican churches is around 60 years.[56]

A 2013 survey by McCrindle Research, just 8% of Christians attend at least once per month. The survey also discovered that 47% of respondents do not go to church because it is "irrelevant to my life", 26% "don't accept how it's taught", while 19% "don't believe in the bible".[57]
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 Informal polls




A 2008 an Intelligence Squared[image: External link] debate on the topic "We Would Be Better Off Without Religion" ended with 54% of the audience for the motion,[58][59] and a follow up poll in The Sydney Morning Herald found 81% for a similar motion.[60] A 2012 TV poll on Q&A[image: External link] found 76% of viewers say that religious belief does not "make the world a better place".[61]
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Demonym






This article is about terms for residents. It is not to be confused with gens[image: External link].

A demonym (/'demenIm /[image: External link]; δῆμος dẽmos "people, tribe", ὄνομα ónoma "name") is a word that identifies residents or natives of a particular place, which is derived from the name of that particular place.[1] It is a neologism[image: External link] (i.e., a recently minted term); previously gentilic was recorded in English dictionaries, e.g., the Oxford English Dictionary[image: External link] and Chambers Twentieth Century Dictionary.[2][3][4]

Examples of demonyms include British[image: External link] for a person of Great Britain[image: External link], Swahili[image: External link] for a person of the Swahili coast[image: External link], Indian[image: External link] for a person of India, American[image: External link] for a person of the United States of America[image: External link] (or, more broadly, a native of the Americas[image: External link]), and Bangladeshi[image: External link] for a person of Bangladesh.

Demonyms do not always clearly distinguish place of origin or ethnicity from place of residence or citizenship, and oftentimes demonyms overlap with the ethnonym[image: External link] for the ethnically dominant group of a region. Thus a Thai may be any resident or citizen of Thailand, of any ethnic group, or more narrowly a member of the Thai people[image: External link]. Conversely, some groups of people may be associated with multiple demonyms. For example, a native of the United Kingdom may be called a British person[image: External link], a Briton or, informally, a Brit. In some languages, when a parallel demonym does not exist, a demonym is borrowed from another language as a nickname or descriptive adjective of a group of people.[example needed[image: External link]]

In English, demonyms are capitalized[image: External link][5] and are often the same as the adjectival form of the place, e.g. Egyptian, Japanese, or Greek. Significant exceptions exist; for instance the adjectival form of Spain is "Spanish", but the demonym is "Spaniard".

English widely includes country-level demonyms such as Ethiopian or Guatemalan and more local demonyms such as " Seoulite[image: External link]", " Wisconsinite[image: External link]", " Chicagoan[image: External link]", " Michigander[image: External link]", " Fluminense[image: External link]", and " Paulista[image: External link]".[6][7][8] Some places lack a commonly used and accepted demonym. This poses a particular challenge to those toponymists[image: External link] who research demonyms.



TOP
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 Etymology




The word gentilic comes from the Latin gentilis ("of a clan, or gens") and the English suffix -ic.[9] The word demonym was derived from the Greek word meaning "populace" (δῆμος demos[image: External link]) with the suffix for "name" ( -onym[image: External link]).

National Geographic[image: External link] attributes the term "demonym" to Merriam-Webster[image: External link] editor Paul Dickson[image: External link] in a recent work from 1990.[10] However, the word does not appear for nouns, adjectives, and verbs derived from geographical names in the Merriam-Webster Collegiate Dictionary nor in prominent style manuals such as the Chicago Manual of Style[image: External link]. It was subsequently popularized in this sense in 1997 by Dickson in his book Labels for Locals.[11] Dickson. However, in What Do You Call a Person From...? A Dictionary of Resident Names (the first edition of Labels for Locals)[12] attributed the term to George H. Scheetz, in his Names' Names: A Descriptive and Prescriptive Onymicon (1988),[1] which is apparently where the term first appears. The term may have been fashioned after demonymic, which the Oxford English Dictionary[image: External link] defines as the name of an Athenian[image: External link] citizen[image: External link] according to the deme[image: External link] to which the citizen belongs, with its first use traced to 1893.[13][14]
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 Suffixation




Several linguistic elements are used to create demonyms in the English language[image: External link]. The most common is to add a suffix[image: External link] to the end of the location name, slightly modified in some instances. These may resemble Late Latin[image: External link], Semitic[image: External link], Celtic[image: External link], or Germanic[image: External link] suffixes, such as:
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 Continents





	
Africa[image: External link] → African

	
Asia[image: External link] → Asian

	
Australia → Australian

	
Europe[image: External link] → European

	The Americas[image: External link] → American

	
North America[image: External link] → North American

	
South America[image: External link] → South American
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 Countries






	
Afghanistan[image: External link] → Afghan

	
Albania[image: External link] → Albanian

	
Algeria[image: External link] → Algerian

	
Andorra[image: External link] → Andorran

	
Angola[image: External link] → Angolan

	
Antigua[image: External link] → Antiguan

	
Argentina → Argentinean

	
Armenia[image: External link] → Armenian

	
Assyria[image: External link] → Assyrian

	
Australia → Australian (also "Aboriginal", or "Aussie")

	
Austria → Austrian

	
Barbuda[image: External link] → Barbudan

	
Belize → Belizean

	
Bolivia[image: External link] → Bolivian

	
Bosnia[image: External link] → Bosnian

	
Brunei[image: External link] → Bruneian

	
Bulgaria[image: External link] → Bulgarian

	
Canada → Canadian

	
Chile → Chilean

	
Colombia[image: External link] → Colombian

	
Costa Rica[image: External link] → Costa Rican

	
Croatia[image: External link] → Croatian (also "Croat")

	
Cuba → Cuban

	
Denmark[image: External link] → Danish

	
Dominica[image: External link] → Dominican

	
Dominican Republic[image: External link] → Dominican

	
El Salvador[image: External link] → Salvadoran

	
Eritrea[image: External link] → Eritrean

	
Estonia[image: External link] → Estonian

	
Ethiopia[image: External link] → Ethiopian

	
Fiji[image: External link] → Fijian

	
Gambia → Gambian

	
Gaza[image: External link] → Gazan

	
Georgia[image: External link] → Georgian

	
Germany[image: External link] → German

	
Guatemala[image: External link] → Guatemalan

	
Guinea[image: External link] → Guinean

	
Guyana → Guyanese

	
Haiti[image: External link] → Haitian

	
Honduras[image: External link] → Honduran

	
India → Indian

	
Indonesia[image: External link] → Indonesian

	
Israel[image: External link] → Israeli

	
Ivory Coast[image: External link] → Ivorian

	
Jamaica → Jamaican

	
Kenya → Kenyan

	[North/South] Korea[image: External link] → [North/South] Korean

	
Latvia[image: External link] → Latvian

	
Liberia → Liberian

	
Libya[image: External link] → Libyan

	
Lithuania[image: External link] → Lithuanian

	
Macedonia[image: External link] → Macedonian

	
Malawi → Malawian

	
Malaysia[image: External link] → Malaysian

	
Mali[image: External link] → Malian

	
Mauritania[image: External link] → Mauritanian

	
Mauritius → Mauritian

	
Mexico[image: External link] → Mexican

	
Micronesia[image: External link] → Micronesian

	
Moldova[image: External link] → Moldovan

	
Mongolia[image: External link] → Mongolian (also "Mongol")

	
Morocco[image: External link] → Moroccan

	
Mozambique → Mozambican

	
Namibia → Namibian

	
Nauru → Nauruan

	
Nicaragua[image: External link] → Nicaraguan

	
Nigeria[image: External link] → Nigerian

	
Palau → Palauan

	
Palestine[image: External link] → Palestinian

	
Papua New Guinea → Papua New Guinean

	
Paraguay[image: External link] → Paraguayan

	
Persia[image: External link] → Persian

	
Peru → Peruvian

	
Romania[image: External link] → Romanian

	
Russia → Russian

	
Rwanda → Rwandan (also "Rwandese")

	
Saint Lucia → Saint Lucian

	
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines → Vincentian

	
Samoa → Samoan

	
Saudi Arabia → Saudi Arabian (also "Saudi")

	
Serbia[image: External link] → Serbian (also "Serb")

	
Sierra Leone → Sierra Leonean

	
Singapore → Singaporean

	
Slovakia[image: External link] → Slovakian (also "Slovak")

	
Slovenia[image: External link] → Slovenian (also "Slovene")

	
South Africa → South African

	
Sri Lanka[image: External link] → Sri Lankan

	
St. Kitts and Nevis[image: External link] → Kittitian or Nevisian

	
Syria[image: External link] → Syrian

	
Lebanon[image: External link] → Lebanese

	
Tanzania → Tanzanian

	
Tonga → Tongan

	
Tunisia[image: External link] → Tunisian

	
Tuvalu → Tuvaluan

	
Uganda → Ugandan

	
United States of America[image: External link] → American

	
Uruguay[image: External link] → Uruguayan

	
Venezuela[image: External link] → Venezuelan

	
Yemen[image: External link] → Yemeni

	
Zambia → Zambian

	
Zimbabwe → Zimbabwean
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 States and provinces






	
Alaska[image: External link] → Alaskan

	
Alberta[image: External link] → Albertan

	
Andalusia[image: External link] → Andalusian

	
Arizona[image: External link] → Arizonan

	
Arkansas[image: External link] → Arkansan

	
Asturias[image: External link] → Asturian

	
Bavaria[image: External link] → Bavarian

	
Bohemia[image: External link] → Bohemian

	
Borneo[image: External link] → Bornean

	
British Columbia[image: External link] → British Columbian

	
California[image: External link] → Californian

	
Cantabria[image: External link] → Cantabrian

	
Carinthia[image: External link] → Carinthian

	
Colorado[image: External link] → Coloradan

	
Corsica[image: External link] → Corsican

	
Crete[image: External link] → Cretan

	
Crimea[image: External link] → Crimean

	
Dalmatia[image: External link] → Dalmatian

	
Delaware[image: External link] → Delawarean

	
Extremadura[image: External link] → Extremaduran

	
Florida[image: External link] → Floridan (more commonly "Floridian" below)

	
Galicia[image: External link] → Galician

	
Galilee[image: External link] → Galilean

	
Hawaiʻi[image: External link] → Hawaiian[a]


	
Hebrides[image: External link] → Hebridean

	
Idaho[image: External link] → Idahoan

	
Illinois[image: External link] → Illinoisan

	
Iowa[image: External link] → Iowan

	
Java[image: External link] → Javan (also "Javanese")

	
Johor[image: External link] → Johorean

	
Judea[image: External link] → Judean

	
Kansas[image: External link] → Kansan

	
Karelia[image: External link] → Karelian

	
Kedah[image: External link] → Kedahan

	
Kelantan[image: External link] → Kelantanese

	
Liguria[image: External link] → Ligurian

	
Louisiana[image: External link] → Louisianan (also "Louisianian")

	
Madeira[image: External link] → Madeiran

	
Malacca[image: External link] → Malaccan

	
Majorca[image: External link] → Majorcan

	
Manitoba[image: External link] → Manitoban

	
Masuria[image: External link] → Masurian

	
Minnesota[image: External link] → Minnesotan

	
Minorca[image: External link] → Minorcan

	
Mississippi[image: External link] → Mississippian

	
Missouri[image: External link] → Missourian

	
Moluccas[image: External link] → Moluccan

	
Montana[image: External link] → Montanan

	
Moravia[image: External link] → Moravian

	
Nebraska[image: External link] → Nebraskan

	
Negeri Sembilan[image: External link] → Negeri Sembilanese

	
Nevada[image: External link] → Nevadan

	
New Brunswick[image: External link] → New Brunswicker

	
New Hampshire[image: External link] → New Hampshirite

	
New Jersey[image: External link] → New Jerseyan

	
New Mexico[image: External link] → New Mexican

	
North Carolina[image: External link] → North Carolinian (also "Carolinian", see also South Carolina below)

	
North Dakota[image: External link] → North Dakotan

	
Nova Scotia[image: External link] → Nova Scotian

	
Ohio[image: External link] → Ohioan

	
Oklahoma[image: External link] → Oklahoman

	
Ontario[image: External link] → Ontarian

	
Oregon[image: External link] → Oregonian

	
Papua → Papuan

	
Pahang[image: External link] → Pahangese, Pahangite

	
Patagonia[image: External link] → Patagonian

	
Perlis[image: External link] → Perlisian

	
Perak[image: External link] → Perakian

	
Penang[image: External link] → Penangite

	
Pennsylvania[image: External link] → Pennsylvanian

	
Pomerania[image: External link] → Pomeranian

	
Puerto Rico → Puerto Rican

	
Samogitia[image: External link] → Samogitian

	
Sabah[image: External link] → Sabahan

	
Sardinia[image: External link] → Sardinian

	
Sarawak[image: External link] → Sarawakian

	
Silesia[image: External link] → Silesian

	
South Australia → South Australian

	
South Dakota[image: External link] → South Dakotan

	
South Carolina[image: External link] → South Carolinian (also "Carolinian")

	
Styria[image: External link] → Styrian

	
Sumatra[image: External link] → Sumatran

	
Tahiti[image: External link] → Tahitian

	
Tasmania → Tasmanian

	
Tennessee[image: External link] → Tennesseean

	
Terengganu[image: External link] → Terengganuan, Terengganurian

	
Texas[image: External link] → Texan

	
Thuringia[image: External link] → Thuringian

	
Transylvania[image: External link] → Transylvanian

	
Umbria[image: External link] → Umbrian

	
Utah[image: External link] → Utahn

	
Victoria → Victorian

	
Virginia[image: External link] → Virginian

	
Wake Island → Wakean

	
Wallachia[image: External link] → Wallachian

	
Western Australia → Western Australian (informally, Westralian)

	
West Papua → West Papuan

	
Westphalia[image: External link] → Westphalian






	
Yukon[image: External link] → Yukonian
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 Cities






	
Alexandria[image: External link] → Alexandrian

	
Annapolis[image: External link] → Annapolitan

	
Atlanta[image: External link] → Atlantan

	
Austin[image: External link] → Austonian

	
Baltimore[image: External link] → Baltimorean

	
Bogotá[image: External link] → Bogotan

	
Canberra[image: External link] → Canberran

	
Charlotte[image: External link] → Charlottean

	
Chicago[image: External link] → Chicagoan

	
Cincinnati[image: External link] → Cincinnatian

	
El Paso[image: External link] → El Pasoan, El Paseño

	
Hanoi[image: External link] → Hanoian

	
Houston[image: External link] → Houstonian

	
Indianapolis[image: External link] → Indianapolitan

	
Jakarta[image: External link] → Jakartan

	
Kalamazoo[image: External link] → Kalamazooan

	
Kiev[image: External link] → Kievan

	
Kolkata[image: External link] → Calcuttan

	
Las Vegas[image: External link] → Las Vegas

	
Los Angeles[image: External link] → Los Angelan

	
Miami[image: External link] → Miamian

	
Minneapolis[image: External link] → Minneapolitan

	
New York City[image: External link] → New Yorker

	
Ottawa[image: External link] → Ottawan

	
Philadelphia[image: External link] → Philadelphian

	
Phoenix[image: External link] → Phoenician

	
Pisa[image: External link] → Pisan

	
Regina[image: External link] → Reginan

	
Riga[image: External link] → Rigan

	
Rome[image: External link] → Roman

	
San Antonio[image: External link] → San Antonian

	
San Diego[image: External link] → San Diegan

	
San Francisco[image: External link] → San Franciscan

	
San Jose[image: External link] → San Josean

	
Sarasota[image: External link] → Sarasotan

	
Sioux City[image: External link] → Sioux Cityan

	
Springville[image: External link] → Springvillian

	
Sofia[image: External link] → Sofian

	
St. Louis[image: External link] → St. Louisan

	
Thebes[image: External link] → Theban

	
Toledo, Ohio[image: External link] → Toledoan

	
Toronto[image: External link] → Torontonian

	
Tucson[image: External link] → Tucsonan

	
Tulsa[image: External link] → Tulsan

	
Valencia[image: External link] → Valencian

	
Vilnius[image: External link] → Vilnian

	
Yuma[image: External link] → Yuman






[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 -ian
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 Countries






	
Argentina → Argentinian (more commonly "Argentine", also "Argentinean")

	
Azerbaijan[image: External link] → Azerbaijanian (more accurately "Azeri")

	
Bahamas[image: External link] → Bahamian

	
Barbados[image: External link] → Barbadian (also "Bajan")

	
Belarus[image: External link] → Belarusian

	
Belgium[image: External link] → Belgian

	
Bermuda → Bermudian

	
Brazil → Brazilian

	
Cameroon → Cameroonian

	
Canada → Canadian (or Canadien [Canadienne] in French)

	
Cayman Islands → Caymanian

	
Chad[image: External link] → Chadian

	
Comoros[image: External link] → Comorian

	
Croatia[image: External link] → Croatian

	
Ecuador[image: External link] → Ecuadorian

	
Egypt[image: External link] → Egyptian

	
Ghana[image: External link] → Ghanaian

	
Grenada → Grenadian

	
Hungary → Hungarian

	
India → Indian

	
Iran[image: External link] → Iranian (also "Irani" or " Persian[image: External link]")

	
Italy[image: External link] → Italian

	
Jordan[image: External link] → Jordanian

	
Laos[image: External link] → Laotian

	
Maldives[image: External link] → Maldivian

	
Mongolia[image: External link] → Mongolian (ethnic demonym "Mongol")

	
Palestine[image: External link] → Palestinian

	
Saint Vincent → Vincentian

	
Serbia[image: External link] → Serbian (ethnic demonym "Serb")

	
Slovakia[image: External link] → Slovakian (ethnic demonym "Slovak")

	
Slovenia[image: External link] → Slovenian (ethnic demonym "Slovene")

	
Trinidad[image: External link] → Trinidadian

	
Ukraine[image: External link] → Ukrainian
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 States, provinces, counties, and cities






	
Adelaide → Adelaidian

	
Alabama[image: External link] → Alabamian (also "Alabaman")

	
Athens[image: External link] → Athenian

	
Ballarat → Ballaratian

	
Birmingham, Alabama[image: External link] → Birminghamian

	
Blackburn[image: External link] → Blackburnian

	
Blackpool[image: External link] → Blackpudlian

	
Bangkok[image: External link] → Bangkokian

	
Boston[image: External link] → Bostonian

	
Brisbane[image: External link] → Brisbanian (also "Brisbanite")

	
Bristol[image: External link] → Bristolian

	
Burgundy[image: External link] → Burgundian

	
Calgary[image: External link] → Calgarian

	
Canary Islands[image: External link] → Canarian

	
Canterbury, New Zealand[image: External link] → Cantabrian

	
Cardiff[image: External link] → Cardiffian

	
Castile[image: External link] → Castilian

	
Chelmsford[image: External link] → Chelmsfordian

	
Chittagong[image: External link] → Chittagonian

	
Christchurch[image: External link] → Christchurchian (also "Christchurcher")

	
Corinth[image: External link] → Corinthian

	
Coventry[image: External link] → Coventrian

	
Cumbria[image: External link] → Cumbrian

	
Dayton[image: External link] → Daytonian

	
Devon[image: External link] → Devonian

	
Duluth[image: External link] → Duluthian

	
Edmonton[image: External link] → Edmontonian

	
Florida[image: External link] → Floridian

	
Fort Worth[image: External link] → Fort Worthian

	
Fredericton[image: External link] → Frederictonian

	
Gibraltar → Gibraltarian

	
Greenville[image: External link] → Greenvillian

	
Hamilton[image: External link] → Hamiltonian

	
Harrow[image: External link] → Harrovian

	
Hartlepool[image: External link] → Hartlepudlian

	
Hereford[image: External link] → Herefordian

	
Hesse[image: External link] → Hessian

	
Hobart → Hobartian

	
Houston[image: External link] → Houstonian

	
Isles of Scilly[image: External link] → Scillonian

	
Iowa City[image: External link] → Iowa Citian

	
Jessup[image: External link] → Jessupian

	
Kansas City[image: External link] → Kansas Citian

	
Kentucky[image: External link] → Kentuckian

	
Kingston[image: External link] →Kingstonian

	
Lancashire[image: External link] → Lancastrian

	
Lancaster[image: External link] → Lancastrian

	
Lethbridge[image: External link] → Lethbridgian

	
Liverpool[image: External link] → Liverpudlian (also, though insulting and a negative term "Scouser")

	
Louisiana[image: External link] → Louisianian (also "Louisianan")

	
Louisville[image: External link] → Louisvillian

	
Madrid[image: External link] → Madrilenian

	
Maharashtra[image: External link] → Maharashtrian

	
McKinney[image: External link] → McKinnian

	
Melbourne → Melburnian

	
Memphis[image: External link] → Memphian

	
Michigan[image: External link] → Michiganian or Michigander

	
Nelson[image: External link] → Nelsonian

	
New Guinea[image: External link] → New Guinian

	
New Orleans[image: External link] → New Orleanian

	
North Carolina[image: External link] → North Carolinian

	
Northern Territory → Territorian

	
Oregon[image: External link] → Oregonian

	
Paris[image: External link] → Parisian

	
Peterborough[image: External link] → Peterborian

	
Phoenix[image: External link] → Phoenician

	
Plymouth[image: External link] → Plymothian

	
Port Harcourt[image: External link] → Harcourtian

	
Preston, Lancashire[image: External link] →Prestonian

	
Prince George's County[image: External link] → Prince Georgian

	
Rivers State[image: External link] → Riverian

	
Saskatchewan[image: External link] → Saskatchewanian

	
Saskatoon[image: External link] → Saskatonian

	
Sicily[image: External link] → Sicilian

	
Solihull[image: External link] → Silhillian

	
South Carolina[image: External link] → South Carolinian

	
Swindon[image: External link] → Swindonian

	
Tel Aviv, Israel[image: External link] → Tel Avivian

	
Thrace[image: External link] → Thracian

	
Towcester[image: External link] → Towcestrian

	
Washington[image: External link] → Washingtonian

	
Wellington[image: External link] → Wellingtonian






	
Wilmington[image: External link] → Wilmingtonian
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 -anian





	
Guam[image: External link] → Guamanian

	
Panama[image: External link] → Panamanian
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 -nian





	
Bendigo → Bendigonian

	
Buffalo[image: External link] → Buffalonian

	
Manchester (UK)[image: External link] → Mancunian

	
Panama[image: External link] → Panamanian

	
Sligo[image: External link] → Sligonian

	
Tampa[image: External link] → Tampanian

	
Tobago[image: External link] → Tobagonian

	
Toronto[image: External link] → Torontonian

	
Torquay[image: External link] → Torquinian

	
Trinidad & Tobago[image: External link] → Trinbagonian
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 -in(e)





	
Argentina → Argentine (and less commonly as "Argentinian" or "Argentinean")

	
Byzantium[image: External link] → Byzantine

	
Florence[image: External link] → Florentine (also Latin "Florentia")

	The Levant[image: External link] → Levantine

	
Montenegro[image: External link] → Montenegrin

	
Palatinate[image: External link] → Palatine

	
Philippines → Philippine (more commonly "Filipino", see below)

	
Philistia[image: External link] → Philistine
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as adaptations from the standard Spanish[image: External link] suffix -e(ñ/n)o

(sometimes using a final -a instead of -o for a female, following the Spanish suffix standard -e(ñ/n)a )


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Countries and regions





	
Cebu[image: External link] → Cebuano


	
El Salvador[image: External link] → Salvadoreño (also "Salvadoran")

	
Philippines → Filipino
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Albuquerque[image: External link] → Burqueño


	
Cavite[image: External link] → Caviteño


	
Davao City[image: External link] → Davaoeño


	
Los Angeles[image: External link] → Angelino or Angeleno


	
Madrid[image: External link] → Madrileño


	
Málaga[image: External link] → Malagueño


	
Manila[image: External link] → Manileño


	
São Paulo[image: External link] → Paulistano


	
Zamboanga City[image: External link] → Zamboangueño
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Akron[image: External link] → Akronite

	
Ann Arbor[image: External link] → Ann Arborite

	
Austin[image: External link] → Austinite

	
Bergen County, New Jersey[image: External link] → Bergenite

	
Boulder[image: External link] → Boulderite

	
Brisbane[image: External link] → Brisbanite (also "Brisbanian")

	
Bronx[image: External link] → Bronxite

	
Brooklyn[image: External link] → Brooklynite [16]


	
Carson City, Nevada[image: External link] → Carsonite

	
Chennai[image: External link] → Chennaiite

	
Dallas[image: External link] → Dallasite

	
Decatur[image: External link] → Decaturite

	
Delhi[image: External link] → Delhite

	
Denton, Texas[image: External link] → Dentonite

	
Denver[image: External link] → Denverite

	
Dhaka[image: External link] → Dhakaite (also "Dhakai" or "Dhakaiya")

	
Dubai[image: External link] → Dubaiite

	
Dunedin[image: External link] → Dunedinite

	
Durban[image: External link] → Durbanite

	
Erie, Pennsylvania[image: External link] → Erieite

	
Gaya[image: External link] → Gayaite

	
Irmo, South Carolina[image: External link] → Irmite

	
Israel[image: External link] → Israelite (also "Israeli", depending on the usage; see below)

	
Istanbul[image: External link] → Istanbulite

	
Jerusalem[image: External link] → Jerusalemite

	
Karachi[image: External link] → Karachiite

	
Kerala[image: External link] → Keralite (also Malayali or Malayalee)

	
Manhattan[image: External link] → Manhattanite

	
Moscow[image: External link] → Muscovite (also Latin "Muscovia")

	
Montpelier, Vermont[image: External link] → Montpelierite

	
Mumbai[image: External link] → Mumbaiite

	
New Hampshire[image: External link] → New Hampshirite

	
Oban[image: External link] → Obanite

	
Odessa[image: External link] → Odessite

	
Patna[image: External link] → Patnaite

	
Perth → Perthite (also "Perthian" and "Perthling")

	
Putney[image: External link] → Putneyite

	
Queens[image: External link] → Queensite[17]


	
Reading[image: External link] → Readingite

	
Reno, Nevada[image: External link] → Renoite

	
Ruskin, Florida[image: External link] → Ruskinite

	
Seattle[image: External link] → Seattleite

	
Seoul[image: External link] → Seoulite

	
Shiloh[image: External link] → Shilonite (as in: "Ahijah the Shilonite[image: External link]")

	
Springfield (The Simpsons)[image: External link] → Springfieldianite

	
Spokane[image: External link] → Spokanite

	
Sydney → Sydneyite (also "Sydneysider")

	
Telangana[image: External link]→ Telanganite

	
Tokyo[image: External link] → Tokyoite

	
Vancouver[image: External link] → Vancouverite

	
Vizag[image: External link] → Vizagite

	
Wenham, Massachusetts[image: External link] → Wenhamite

	
Westchester County, New York[image: External link] → Westchesterite

	
Whittier, California[image: External link] → Whittierite

	
Winston-Salem[image: External link] → Winston-Salemite

	
Wisconsin[image: External link] → Wisconsinite

	
Wyoming[image: External link] → Wyomingite
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Amsterdam[image: External link] → Amsterdammer

	
Auckland[image: External link] → Aucklander

	
Beijing[image: External link] → Beijinger

	
Belgrade[image: External link] → Belgrader

	
Berlin[image: External link] → Berliner

	
Bucharest[image: External link] → Bucharester

	
Budapest[image: External link] → Budapester

	
Cleveland[image: External link] → Clevelander

	
Cook Islands[image: External link] →Cook Islander

	
Copenhagen[image: External link] → Copenhagener

	
Detroit[image: External link] → Detroiter

	
Dublin[image: External link] → Dubliner

	
Dresden[image: External link] → Dresdener

	
Fife[image: External link] → Fifer

	
Frankfurt[image: External link] → Frankfurter

	
Greenland[image: External link] →Greenlander (also "Greenlandic")

	
Hamburg[image: External link] → Hamburger

	
Hannover[image: External link] → Hannoveraner

	
Hong Kong → Hongkonger[image: External link]/Hong Konger (also "Hong Kongese"/"Hongkongese")

	
Iceland → Icelander (also "Icelandic")

	
Leeds[image: External link] → Loiner

	
Leipzig[image: External link] → Leipziger

	
Liechtenstein[image: External link] → Liechtensteiner

	
Little Rock, AR[image: External link] → Little Rocker

	
London[image: External link] → Londoner

	
Lorraine[image: External link] → Lorrainer

	
Luxembourg[image: External link] → Luxembourger

	
Maine[image: External link] → Mainer

	
Maryland[image: External link] → Marylander

	
Michigan[image: External link] → Michigander

	
Montreal[image: External link] → Montrealer

	
Netherlands → Netherlander (also "Dutchman" and "Hollander")

	
New England[image: External link] → New Englander

	
New York[image: External link] → New Yorker

	
New Zealand → New Zealander

	
Newfoundland[image: External link] → Newfoundlander

	
Pittsburgh[image: External link] → Pittsburgher

	
Prague[image: External link] → Praguer

	
Puntland[image: External link] → Puntlander

	
Quebec[image: External link] → Quebecker or Quebecer (though see below; irregular forms)

	
Queensland → Queenslander

	
Rhineland[image: External link] → Rhinelander

	
Rhode Island[image: External link] → Rhode Islander

	
Rotterdam[image: External link] → Rotterdammer

	
Saigon[image: External link] → Saigoner

	
Solomon Islands → Solomon Islander

	
Somaliland → Somalilander

	
Stockholm[image: External link] → Stockholmer

	
Stuttgart[image: External link] → Stuttgarter

	
Tallinn[image: External link] → Tallinner

	
Vermont[image: External link] → Vermonter

	
Winnipeg[image: External link] → Winnipegger

	
Yellowknife[image: External link] → Yellowknifer

	
Yukon[image: External link] → Yukoner

	
Zurich[image: External link] → Zuricher





Often used for European[image: External link] locations and Canadian locations
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(Usually suffixed to a truncated form of the toponym[image: External link], or place-name.)

"-ish" is usually proper only as an adjective. See note below list.



	
Åland[image: External link] → Ålandish

	
Britain[image: External link], Great Britain[image: External link] and United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland[image: External link] → British (demonym "Briton")

	
Cornwall[image: External link] → Cornish (demonym "Cornishman, Cornishwoman")

	
Denmark[image: External link] → Danish (demonym "Dane")

	
England[image: External link] → English (demonym "Englishman, Englishwoman")

	
Finland → Finnish (demonym "Finn" or "Finnic")

	
Flanders[image: External link] → Flemish (demonym "Fleming")

	
Ireland[image: External link] → Irish (demonym "Irishman, Irishwoman")

	
Kurdistan[image: External link] → Kurdish (demonym "Kurd")

	
Luxembourg[image: External link] → Luxembourgish (demonym "Luxembourger")

	
Northern Ireland[image: External link] → Northern Irish

	
Poland[image: External link] → Polish (demonym "Pole")

	
Scotland[image: External link] → Scottish (demonym "Scot" or "Scotsman, Scotswoman")

	
Spain → Spanish (demonym "Spaniard")

	
Sweden → Swedish (demonym "Swede")

	
Turkey[image: External link] → Turkish (demonym "Turk")
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Cairo[image: External link] → Cairene

	
Cyrenaica[image: External link] → Cyrene

	
Damascus[image: External link] → Damascene

	
Greece[image: External link] → Greek

	
Nazareth[image: External link] → Nazarene

	
Slovenia[image: External link] → Slovene (also "Slovenian")



Often used for Middle Eastern[image: External link] locations and European[image: External link] locations.
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	Kingston-upon-Hull (UK) → Hullensian

	Leeds (UK) → Leodensian
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Spain → Spaniard (also "Spanish")

	
Savoy[image: External link] → Savoyard
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Abruzzo[image: External link] → Abruzzese

	
Aragon[image: External link] → Aragonese

	
Aceh[image: External link] → Acehnese

	
Assam[image: External link] → Assamese

	
Bali[image: External link] → Balinese

	
Benin[image: External link] → Beninese (also "Beninois")

	
Bern[image: External link] → Bernese

	
Bhutan[image: External link] → Bhutanese

	
Bologna[image: External link] → Bolognese

	
Calabria[image: External link] → Calabrese

	
China[image: External link] → Chinese

	
Congo[image: External link] → Congolese

	
Da Lat[image: External link] → Dalatese

	
East Timor → East Timorese

	
Faroe Islands[image: External link] → Faroese

	
Gabon[image: External link] → Gabonese (also Gabonais/e)

	
Genoa[image: External link] → Genovese

	
Guangdong[image: External link] ("Canton") → Cantonese


	
Guyana → Guyanese

	
Hainan[image: External link] → Hainanese[image: External link]


	
Hong Kong → Hongkongese

	
Hunan[image: External link] → Hunanese

	
Japan[image: External link] → Japanese

	
Java[image: External link] → Javanese (also "Javan")

	
Lebanon[image: External link] → Lebanese

	
Macao[image: External link] → Macanese/Chinese

	
Malta → Maltese

	
Manila[image: External link] → Manilese

	
Marshall Islands → Marshallese

	
Milan[image: External link] → Milanese

	
Myanmar/Burma[image: External link] → Burmese (though see below; irregular forms)

	
Nepal[image: External link] → Nepalese (also "Nepali")

	
Piedmont[image: External link] → Piedmontese

	
Pittsburgh[image: External link] → Pittsburghese (as used routinely by residents of Pittsburgh referring only to the accent/dialect)

	
Portugal → Portuguese

	
Rwanda → Rwandese (also "Rwandan")

	
San Marino[image: External link] → Sammarinese

	
Sark[image: External link] → Sarkese

	
Senegal[image: External link] → Senegalese

	
Shanghai[image: External link] → Shanghaiese

	
Siam[image: External link] → Siamese

	
Sikkim[image: External link] → Sikkimese

	(South) Sudan → (South) Sudanese

	
Suriname[image: External link] → Surinamese

	
Taiwan[image: External link] → Taiwanese

	
Togo[image: External link] → Togolese

	
Turin[image: External link] → Torinese

	
Tyrol[image: External link] → Tyrolese

	
Vienna[image: External link] → Viennese

	
Vietnam → Vietnamese





"-ese" is usually considered proper only as an adjective, or to refer to the entirety.[citation needed[image: External link]] Thus, "a Chinese person" is used rather than "a Chinese". Often used for East Asian and Francophone[image: External link] locations, from the similar-sounding French suffix -ais(e), which is originally from the Latin adjectival ending -ensis, designating origin from a place: thus Hispaniensis (Spanish), Danensis (Danish), etc.
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Allahabad[image: External link] → Allahabadi

	
Azawad[image: External link] → Azawadi

	
Azerbaijan[image: External link] → Azeri (also "Azerbaijanian or Azerbaijani")

	
Azra[image: External link] → Azragi

	
Balochistan[image: External link] → Balochistani (also "Baloch" or "Baluch" or "Baluchi")

	
Bahrain[image: External link] → Bahraini

	
Bangladesh → Bangladeshi

	
Barisal[image: External link] → Barisali (also "Borishali")

	
Bengal[image: External link] → Bengali

	
Bharat[image: External link] → Bharati

	
Bihar[image: External link] → Bihari

	
Birmingham[image: External link] (UK) → Brummie

	
Dagestan[image: External link] → Dagestani

	
Dhaka[image: External link] → Dhakai (also "Dhakaiya" or "Dhakaite")

	
Faridabad[image: External link] → Faridabadi

	
Gujarat[image: External link] → Gujarati

	
Hayastan[image: External link] → Hayastani (also "Armenian")

	
Hazara[image: External link] → Hazaragi (also "Azragi")

	
Hyderabad[image: External link] → Hyderabadi

	
Iran[image: External link] → Irani (also "Iranian" or "Persian")

	
Iraq[image: External link] → Iraqi

	
Israel[image: External link] → Israeli (in the modern State of Israel)

	
Kerala[image: External link] → Malayali[image: External link] or Malayalee (also Keralite)

	
Kashmir[image: External link] → Kashmiri

	
Kazakhstan[image: External link] → Kazakhstani (also "Kazakh")

	
Kurdistan[image: External link] → Kurdistani (also "Kurdish", "Kurd")

	
Kuwait[image: External link] → Kuwaiti

	
Kyrgyzstan[image: External link] → Kyrgyzstani (also "Kyrgyz")

	
Lahore[image: External link] → Lahori

	
Nepal[image: External link] → Nepali (also "Nepalese")

	
Oman[image: External link] → Omani

	
Pakistan → Pakistani

	
Punjab[image: External link] → Punjabi

	
Qatar[image: External link] → Qatari

	
Rajasthan[image: External link] → Rajasthani

	
Rangpur[image: External link] → Rangpuri

	
Sindh[image: External link] → Sindhi

	
Somalia[image: External link] → Somali

	
Sylhet[image: External link] → Sylheti (also "Siloti")

	
Tajikistan[image: External link] → Tajikistani (also "Tajik")

	
Tel Aviv[image: External link] → Tel Avivi (also "Tel Avivim" (plural))

	
Turkmenistan[image: External link] → Turkmenistani (also "Turkmen")

	
United Arab Emirates[image: External link] → Emirati

	
Uzbekistan[image: External link] → Uzbekistani (also "Uzbek")

	
Yemen[image: External link] → Yemeni

	
Yorkshire[image: External link] → Yorkie (also "Yorkshireman" or "Tyke")





Mostly for Middle Eastern[image: External link] and South Asian[image: External link] locales and in Latinate names for the various people that ancient Romans encountered (e.g. Allemanni[image: External link], Helvetii[image: External link])
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Finland → Finnic[image: External link] (also "Finnish" or "Finn")

	
Antarctica → Antarctic

	
Greenland[image: External link] → Greenlandic (also "Greenlander")

	
Iceland → Icelandic[image: External link] (also "Icelander")

	
Slavic countries[image: External link] → Slavs/Slavic
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Chios[image: External link] →Chiot

	
Corfu[image: External link] → Corfiot

	
Cyprus → Cypriot ("Cyprian" before 1960 independence of Cyprus)

	
Phanar[image: External link] → Phanariote



Used especially for Greek[image: External link] locations.
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Monaco[image: External link] → Monégasque (native citizen of Monaco)

	
Menton[image: External link] → Mentonasque

	
Basque Country[image: External link] → Basque



Often used for French[image: External link] locations.
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Galloway[image: External link] → Galwegian

	
Galway[image: External link] → Galwegian

	
Glasgow[image: External link] → Glaswegian

	
Norway[image: External link] → Norwegian
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Aberdeen[image: External link] → Aberdonian

	
Bath[image: External link] → Bathonian

	
Boston[image: External link] → Bostonian

	
Connacht[image: External link] → Connachtonian

	
Cork[image: External link] → Corkonian [18]


	
Dundee[image: External link] → Dundonian

	
Halifax[image: External link] → Haligonian

	
Newport[image: External link] → Newportonian

	
Oxford[image: External link] → Oxonian

	
Edmonton[image: External link]→Edmontonian



Often used for British and Irish locations.
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Barrow-in-Furness[image: External link] → Barrovian [19]


	
Oamaru[image: External link] → Oamaruvian

	
Oslo[image: External link] → Oslovian

	
Peru → Peruvian

	
Warsaw[image: External link] → Warsovian

	
Waterloo[image: External link] → Waterluvian [20]


	
Wythenshawe[image: External link]- Wythenshavian
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Burkina Faso[image: External link] → Burkina Fasan
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Benin[image: External link] → Beninois(e) (also Beninese)

	
Gabon[image: External link] → Gabonais(e) (also Gabonese)

	
Seychelles → Seychellois(e)

	
Quebec[image: External link] → Quebecois(e) (also Quebecker, most common within Canada)



While derived from French, these are also official demonyms in English.
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Alsace[image: External link] → Alsatian (Alsatia)

	
Ashbourne[image: External link] → Ashburnian (Essiburn)

	
Cambridge[image: External link] → Cantabrigian[image: External link]


	
Colchester[image: External link] → Colcestrian

	
Courland[image: External link] → Couronian (Curonia)

	
Exeter[image: External link] → Exonian

	
Germany[image: External link] → German[image: External link] (Germani)

	
Guernsey → Sarnian (Sarnia)

	
Halifax[image: External link] → Haligonian[image: External link]


	
Hispanic America[image: External link] → Hispanic[image: External link] (Hispania)

	
Leeds[image: External link] → Leodensian[image: External link] (Ledesia)

	
Lviv[image: External link] → Leopolitan (Leopolis)

	
Manchester[image: External link] → Mancunian[image: External link] (Mancunia)

	
Melbourne → Melburnian[image: External link] (Melburnia)

	
Minneapolis[image: External link] → Minneapolitan

	
Naples[image: External link] → Neapolitan (Neapolis)

	
Newcastle[image: External link] → Novocastrian (Novum Castrum)

	
Orkney Islands[image: External link] → Orcadian[image: External link] (Orcadia)

	
Oswestry[image: External link] → Oswestrian (Oswestria)

	
Shropshire[image: External link] → Salopian (Salopia)

	
Tripoli[image: External link] → Tripolitan (Tripolis)

	
Venice[image: External link] → Venetian

	
Wolverhampton[image: External link] → Wulfrunian
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It is much rarer to find Demonyms created with a prefix. Mostly they are from Africa and the Pacific, and are not generally known or used outside the country concerned. In much of East Africa, a person of a particular ethnic group will be denoted by a prefix. For example, a person of the Luba people[image: External link] would be a Muluba, the plural form Baluba, and the language, Kiluba[image: External link] or Tshiluba[image: External link]. Similar patterns with minor variations in the prefixes exist throughout on a tribal level. And Fijians who are indigenous Fijians are known as Kaiviti (Viti being the Fijian name for Fiji[image: External link]). On a country level:


	
Botswana → Motswana (singlular), Batswana (plural)

	
Burundi[image: External link] → Umurundi (singular), Abarundi (plural)

	
Lesotho → Mosotho (singular), Basotho (plural)



In the Pacific, at least two countries use prefixation:


	
Kiribati → i-Kiribati

	
Vanuatu → Ni-Vanuatu
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Shillong[image: External link] → nong Shillong
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Demonyms may also not conform to the underlying naming of a particular place, but instead arise out of historical or cultural particularities that become associated with its denizens. These demonyms are usually more informal and colloquial. In the United States such informal demonyms frequently become associated with mascots of the intercollegiate sports teams of the state university system[image: External link]. In other countries the origins are often disputed.


	
Arizona[image: External link] → Sand Cutter[21]


	
Birmingham, England[image: External link] → Brummie

	
Canada → Canuck[image: External link]


	
Connecticut[image: External link] → Nutmegger[image: External link]


	
Indiana[image: External link] → Hoosier[image: External link]


	
Jersey → Jèrriais[image: External link](adjectival), Jerseyman(demonym)

	
Kansas[image: External link] → Jayhawker[image: External link]


	
Liverpool[image: External link] → Scouser or Liverpudlian

	
London, England[image: External link] → Cockney (Specifically: One hailing from East London, England)

	
Newcastle upon Tyne, England[image: External link] → Geordie[image: External link]


	
New Zealand → Kiwi[image: External link]


	
North Carolina[image: External link] → Tar Heel[image: External link]


	
Massachusetts[image: External link] → Bay Stater[image: External link] (Official demonym) [22][23]


	
Sydney → Sydneysider

	
Ohio[image: External link] → Buckeye

	
Oklahoma[image: External link] → Okie[image: External link], Sooner[image: External link]
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Abkhazia[image: External link] → Abkhaz

	
Afghanistan[image: External link] → Afghan

	
Arabia[image: External link] → Arab

	
Azerbaijan[image: External link] → Azerbaijani, Azeri

	
Catalonia[image: External link] → Catalan

	
Chechnya[image: External link] → Chechen

	
Cornwall[image: External link] → Cornishman, Cornishwoman

	
Croatia[image: External link] → Croat

	
Czech Republic → Czech

	
Denmark[image: External link] → Dane

	
England[image: External link] → Englishman, Englishwoman

	
Finland → Finn[image: External link]


	
Flanders[image: External link] → Fleming

	
France[image: External link] → French

	
Ingushetia[image: External link] → Ingush

	
Ireland[image: External link] → Irishman, Irishwoman

	
Jersey → Jerseyman, Jerseywoman

	
Kalmykia[image: External link] → Kalmyk

	
Kazakhstan[image: External link] → Kazakh

	
Kerry[image: External link] → Kerryman

	
KwaZulu[image: External link] → Zulu

	
Kurdistan[image: External link] → Kurd

	
Kyrgyzstan[image: External link] → Kyrgyz

	
Lapland[image: External link] → Lapp (note: considered offensive in Norwegian)

	
Luxembourg[image: External link] → Luxembourger

	
Mongolia[image: External link] → Mongol

	
Netherlands → Dutch

	
New South Wales → New South Welshman

	
Philippines - Filipino

	
Poland[image: External link] → Pole

	
Scotland[image: External link] → Scot, Scotsman, Scotswoman

	
Serbia[image: External link] → Serb

	
Slovakia[image: External link] → Slovak

	
Slovenia[image: External link] → Slovene

	
Somalia[image: External link] → Somali

	
Spain → Spaniard

	
Swaziland → Swazi

	
Sweden → Swede

	
Tajikistan[image: External link] → Tajik

	
Tamil Nadu[image: External link] → Tamil

	
Tatarstan[image: External link] →Tatar

	
Thailand → Thai

	
Turkey[image: External link] → Turk

	
Turkmenistan[image: External link] → Turkmen

	
Ulster[image: External link] → Ulsterman

	
Uzbekistan[image: External link] → Uzbek

	
Wales[image: External link] → Welsh

	
Yorkshire[image: External link] → Yorkshireman, Yorkshirewoman
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Literature and science fiction have created a wealth of gentilics that are not directly associated with a cultural group. These will typically be formed using the standard models above. Examples include Martian[image: External link] for hypothetical people of Mars[image: External link] (credited to scientist Percival Lowell[image: External link]) or Gondorian for the people of Tolkien[image: External link]'s fictional land of Gondor[image: External link].

Other science fiction examples include Jovian[image: External link] for those of Jupiter[image: External link] or its moons, and Venusian[image: External link] for those of Venus[image: External link]. Fictional aliens refer to the inhabitants of Earth as Earthling[image: External link] (from the diminutive[image: External link] -ling, ultimately from Old English[image: External link] -ing meaning "descendant"), as well as " Terran[image: External link]", "Terrene", "Tellurian", "Earther", "Earthican", "Terrestrial", and "Solarian" (from Sol, the sun).

Fantasy literature which involves other worlds or other lands also has a rich supply of gentilics. Examples include Lilliputians and Brobdingnagians, from the islands of Lilliput[image: External link] and Brobdingnag[image: External link] in the satire Gulliver's Travels[image: External link].

In a few cases, where a linguistic background has been created, non-standard gentilics are formed (or the eponyms back-formed). Examples include Tolkien's Rohirrim[image: External link] (from Rohan[image: External link]) and the Star Trek[image: External link] world's Klingon[image: External link] people (with various version of homeworld name).
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Australians






"Australian" redirects here. For other uses, see Australian (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Australians (/e'streIljenz /[image: External link]), colloquially known as Aussies (/azi:z /[image: External link]), are people[image: External link] associated with Australia, sharing a common history, culture[image: External link], and language (Australian English). Present-day Australians are citizens of the Commonwealth of Australia[image: External link], governed by its nationality law[image: External link].

The majority of Australians descend from the peoples of the British Isles[image: External link]. The Colony of New South Wales[image: External link] was established by the Kingdom of Great Britain in 1788, with the arrival of the First Fleet, and five other colonies were established in the early 19th century, now forming the six present-day Australian states[image: External link]. Many early settlements were penal colonies[image: External link], and transported convicts (and, later, ex-convicts) made up a significant proportion of the population in most colonies. Large-scale immigration did not occur until the 1850s, following a series of gold rushes[image: External link]. Further waves of immigration occurred after the First and Second World Wars, with many post-World War II migrants coming from southern[image: External link] and eastern Europe[image: External link], the Middle East[image: External link], south[image: External link] and east Asia[image: External link], and the Pacific islands[image: External link]. Prior to British settlement, Australia was inhabited by various indigenous peoples – Aboriginal Australians, Aboriginal Tasmanians[image: External link], and Torres Strait Islanders, a Melanesian[image: External link] people. A small percentage of present-day Australians descend from these peoples.

The development of a separate Australian identity and national character is most often linked with the period surrounding the First World War, which gave rise to the concept of the Anzac spirit[image: External link]. The Eureka Rebellion of 1854 and various events of the Second World War, most notably the Kokoda Track campaign, are also frequently mentioned in association with Australian identity. However, Australian culture[image: External link] predates the federation of the Australian colonies by several decades – Australian literature, most notably the work of the bush poets[image: External link], dates from colonial times, while sporting teams representing the whole of Australia have been in existence since the 1870s. As a result of many shared linguistic, historical, cultural and geographic characteristics, Australians have often identified closely with New Zealanders[image: External link] in particular along with, to a lesser extent, other English-speaking nations[image: External link].
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Main articles: Colonial Australia[image: External link] and Immigration to Australia


The majority of Australians or their ancestors immigrated within the past three centuries, with the exception of the Indigenous population and other outer lying islands who became Australian through expansion of the country. Despite its multi-ethnic composition, the culture of Australia held in common by most Australians can also be referred to as mainstream[image: External link] " Australian culture", a Western culture largely derived from the traditions of British and Irish colonists, settlers, and immigrants. Large-scale immigration occurred after the First and Second World Wars, with many post-World War II migrants coming from Southern[image: External link] and Eastern Europe[image: External link] introducing a variety of elements. Immigration from the Middle East[image: External link], south and east Asia[image: External link], and the Pacific islands[image: External link] has also been having an impact.

The predominance of the English language[image: External link], the existence of a democratic system[image: External link] of government drawing upon the British traditions of Westminster[image: External link] Government, Parliamentarianism and constitutional monarchy[image: External link], American constitutionalist[image: External link] and federalist traditions, Christianity[image: External link] as the dominant religion, and the popularity of sports originating in (or influenced by) the British Isles, are all evidence of a significant Anglo-Celtic heritage. Australian culture has diverged significantly since British settlement.

Australians are referred to as "Aussie" and " Antipodean[image: External link]".[14][15] Australians were historically referred to as " Colonials[image: External link]", "British" and "British subjects[image: External link]".[16][17][18][19] Australian identity draws on a multicultural, European and British cultural heritage.[20]
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See also: Demographics of Australia[image: External link]
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Main articles: European Australians[image: External link] and Anglo-Celtic Australians





	Common European ancestries 2011 Census[21]



	Ancestry
	
	
	Population
	



	Anglo-Celtic (estimate)[22]
	
  


	74.0%



	English[image: External link]
	
  


	36.1%



	Irish
	
  


	9.7%



	Scottish
	
  


	8.3%



	Italian
	
  


	4.3%



	German
	
  


	4.2%



	Greek
	
  


	1.8%



	Dutch
	
  


	1.7%






Today, Australians of Anglo and other European descent are the dominant majority in Australia, estimated at 85–92% of the total population.[23][24] Historically, European immigrants had great influence over Australian history and society, which resulted in the perception of Australia as a Western[image: External link] country.[25][26]

Since soon after the beginning of British settlement in 1788, people of European descent have formed the majority of the population in Australia. The majority of Australians are of British – English[image: External link], Scottish, Welsh[image: External link], Cornish[image: External link], or Manx[image: External link] – and Irish ancestral origin (grouped together as "Anglo-Celtic").

Although some observers stress Australia's convict[image: External link] history, the vast majority of early settlers came of their own free will.[27] Far more Australians are descended from assisted immigrants than from convicts, the majority were British and Irish.[28] About 20% of Australians are descendants of convicts.[29] Most of the first Australian settlers came from London, the Midlands[image: External link] and the North of England[image: External link], and Ireland.[30][31][32] Settlers that arrived throughout the 19th century were from all parts of the United Kingdom and Ireland, a significant proportion of settlers came from the Southwest[image: External link] and Southeast[image: External link] of England, from Ireland and from Scotland.[33] Anglo-Celtic Australians (Northern European[image: External link] settlers from England, Scotland, Wales, and Ireland) have been highly influential in shaping the nation's culture. By the mid-1840s, the numbers of freeborn settlers had overtaken the convict population. In 1888, 60 percent of the Australian population had been born in Australia, and almost all had British ancestral origins. Out of the remaining 40 percent, 34 percent had been born in the British Isles[image: External link], and 6 percent were of European origin, mainly from Germany and Scandinavia[image: External link].[34] In the 1840s, Scots-born immigrants constituted 12 percent of the Australian population. There were 1.3 million British migrants to Australia in the period from 1861–1914, of which 13.5 percent were Scots. 5.3 percent of the convicts transported to Eastern Australia between 1789 and 1852 were Scots.[35] By 1850, there were 290,000 Aboriginal Australians. The European population grew from 0.3 percent of the population of the continent at 1800 to 58.6 percent at 1850.[36] Germans[image: External link] formed the largest non-British community for most of the 19th century.[37] The census of 1901 showed that 98 percent of Australians had British ancestral origins, which was considered as "more British than Britain itself".[38] Between 1901 and 1940, 140,000 non-British European immigrants arrived in Australia (about 16 percent of the total intake).[39] Before World War II, 13.6 percent were born overseas, and 80 percent of those were British.[40] In 1939 and 1945, still 98 percent of Australians had British/Anglo-Celtic ancestral origins.[41] Until 1947, the vast majority of the population were of British origin.[42] During the 1950s, Australia was the destination of 30 per cent of Dutch[image: External link] emigrants and the Netherlands-born became numerically the second largest non-British group in Australia.[43] In 1971, 70 percent of the foreign born were of European origin. Abolition of the White Australia Policy[image: External link] in 1957 by the Menzies government[image: External link], often incorrectly attributed to a later Labor government, led to a significant increase in non-European immigration, mostly from Asia and the Middle East.

Almost one Australian in four was born elsewhere.[ when?[image: External link]] In 1981, around 50 percent of immigrants were from Europe, and 2.7 percent were from Asia.[44] In 1998 about 40 percent of all immigrants to Australia had been born in Asia.[45] People from the United Kingdom remain the largest group amongst those born overseas.[46] In 2001 were 51 percent from Europe, 29 percent from Asia, 11 percent from Oceania, and 4 percent came from the Americas.[47] In 1996, over 8 million Australians had at least three ancestries, and over 3 million had four or more.[48]

By 2000, a majority of Australia's population was native born, and over 90 percent were descended from people from the British Isles[image: External link].[49] In 2007, more than 92 percent of all Australians descended from Europeans[image: External link].[50] In the 2006 Census 455,026 people (or 2.3% of the total Australian population) reported they were of Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander origin.[51] 28 percent of the Australian population reported mixed or multiple ancestries in the 2006 census.[52] In 2006, 63% of the population had reported British ancestry, although many others reported their ancestry as simply "Australian".[53]
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Main article: Asian Australians[image: External link]


At the 2011 Census 2.4 million Australians (12%) declared that they had an Asian ancestral background.[54][55] For the purposes of aggregating data, the Australian Bureau of Statistics in its Australian Standard Classification of Cultural and Ethnic Groups (ASCCEG) has grouped certain ethnic groups into certain categories, including East Asian[image: External link] e.g. Chinese Australians, Southeast Asian e.g. Vietnamese Australians[image: External link], South Asian e.g. Indian Australians and Central Asian e.g. Afghan Australians[image: External link].[56]
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Main articles: Indigenous Australians, Aboriginal Australians, and Torres Strait Islanders


Indigenous Australians are descendants of the original inhabitants of the Australian continent.[57] Their ancestors are believed to have migrated from Africa[image: External link] to Asia[image: External link] around 70,000 years ago[58] and arrived in Australia around 50,000 years ago.[59][60] The Torres Strait Islanders are a distinct people of Melanesian[image: External link] ancestry, indigenous to the Torres Strait[image: External link] Islands, which are at the northernmost tip of Queensland near Papua New Guinea, and some nearby settlements on the mainland. The term "Aboriginal" is traditionally applied to only the indigenous inhabitants of mainland Australia and Tasmania, along with some of the adjacent islands. Indigenous Australians is an inclusive term used when referring to both Aboriginal and Torres Strait islanders, i.e.: the "first peoples".

Dispersing across the Australian continent over time, the ancient peoples expanded and differentiated into hundreds of distinct groups, each with its own language and culture.[61] More than 400 distinct Australian Aboriginal peoples[image: External link] have been identified across the continent, distinguished by unique names designating their ancestral[image: External link] languages, dialects, or distinctive speech patterns.[62]

James Cook claimed the east coast for Great Britain in 1770; also the west coast was later settled by Britain. At that time, the indigenous population was estimated to have been between 315,000 and 750,000,[63] divided into as many as 500 tribes[citation needed[image: External link]] speaking many different languages. In the 2006 Census, 407,700 respondents declared they were Aboriginal, 29,512 declared they were Torres Strait Islanders, and a further 17,811 declared they were both Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander.[51] After adjustments for undercount, the indigenous population as of end June 2006 was estimated to be 517,200, representing about 2.5% of the population.[63]
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A census in 2011 showed 60.2% of Australia's population declared themselves as having European ancestry. In addition, many other respondents described themselves as simply "Australian", which does not imply Indigenous descent. The total indigenous population is estimated to be about 520,000 individuals, including people of mixed descent.[63] In the 2011 Census, Australians reported around 300 different ancestries. The most commonly reported ancestries were English (33.7 per cent) and Australian (33 per cent). A further 6 of the leading 10 ancestries reflected the European heritage in Australia – Irish (9.7 per cent), Scottish (8.3 per cent), Italian (4.3 per cent), German (4.2 per cent), Greek (1.8 per cent) and Dutch (1.6 per cent). Other most common ancestries in the top 10 were Chinese (4.0 per cent) and Indian (1.8 per cent).[64]

In the 2011 Census residents were asked to describe their ancestry, in which up to two could be nominated. Proportionate to the Australian resident population, the most commonly nominated ancestries were:[65][66]



	
English[image: External link] (36.1%)

	Australian (35.4%)

	
Irish (10.4%)

	
Scottish (8.9%)

	
Italian (4.6%)

	
German (4.5%)

	
Chinese (4.3%)

	
Indian (2.0%)

	
Greek (1.9%)

	
Dutch (1.7%)

	
New Zealander[image: External link] ( Pākehā[image: External link]/ Māori[image: External link])

	Filipino[image: External link]

	Vietnamese[image: External link]

	Lebanese[image: External link]

	
New Zealander[image: External link] ( Pākehā[image: External link])

	Polish[image: External link]

	Maltese[image: External link]

	Māori[image: External link]

	Australian Aboriginal[image: External link]

	Croatian[image: External link]

	Welsh[image: External link]





In the 2011 census, 53.7% of people had both parents born in Australia and 34.3% of people had both parents born overseas.[12]
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The data in the table is sourced from the Australian Bureau of Statistics[67][68] Note that population estimates in the table below do not include the Aboriginal population before 1961. Estimates of Aboriginal population prior to European settlement range from 300,000 to one million, with archaeological finds indicating a sustainable population of around 750,000.[69]




	


	Crown colonies (Pre-Federation)



	Year
	Population
	Year
	Population



	1788
	859
	1848
	332,328



	1798
	4,588
	1858
	1,050,828



	1808
	10,263
	1868
	1,539,552



	1818
	25,859
	1878
	2,092,164



	1828
	58,197
	1888
	2,981,677



	1838
	151,868
	1898
	3,664,715





	


	Year
	Population
	 % change



	1901
	3,788,123
	–



	1906
	4,059,083
	7.2



	1911
	4,489,545
	10.6



	1916
	4,943,173
	10.1



	1921
	5,455,136
	10.4



	1926
	6,056,360
	11.0



	1931
	6,526,485
	7.8



	1936
	6,778,372
	3.4





	


	Year
	Population
	 % change



	1941
	7,109,898
	4.9



	1946
	7,465,157
	5.0



	1951
	8,421,775
	12.8



	1956
	9,425,563
	11.9



	1961
	10,548,267
	11.9



	1966
	11,599,498
	10.0



	1971
	13,067,265
	12.7



	1976
	14,033,083
	7.4





	


	Year
	Population
	 % change



	1981
	14,923,260
	6.3



	1986
	16,018,350
	7.3



	1991
	17,284,036
	12.8



	1996
	18,310,714
	5.9



	2001
	19,413,240
	6.0



	2006
	20,848,760
	7.4



	2011
	21,507,717
	3.2



	2014 (estimate)
	23,500,000
	9.3
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Australian citizenship did not exist before 26 January 1949. Before then, people born in Australia were British subjects. People born in Australia (including Norfolk Island, Cocos (Keeling) Islands and Christmas Island) on or after 20 August 1986 are Australian citizens by birth if at least one parent was an Australian citizen or a permanent resident at the time of the person's birth.[70]

Statistics do not exist as to the number of Australians who currently are dual citizens. In 2000, it was estimated to be 4 to 5 million people.[71]
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Main article: Demographics of Australia[image: External link]


The current Australian population is estimated at 25,408,000 (12 June 2017).[72] This does not include an estimated 1 million Australians living overseas, but it includes the estimated 24% of Australians born overseas (in various nations[image: External link], but predominantly the United Kingdom, New Zealand, Italy, China, Vietnam, Pakistan, India, the Philippines, and Greece).[73][74] There are an estimated 1 million Australians (approximately 5% of the population) residing outside Australia. The Trans-Tasman Travel Arrangement[image: External link] facilitates open migration to and from New Zealand.[75]
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Main article: Languages of Australia


Although Australia has no official language, English has been entrenched as the de facto national language since at least federation in 1901.[76] According to the 2011 census, 76.8% of people (16,509,291) spoke only English. 20.4% of the population spoke two or more languages at home. Other languages spoken included Mandarin 1.6%, Italian 1.4%, Arabic 1.3%, Cantonese 1.2% and Greek[image: External link] 1.2%.[12]
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	Religion in Australia



	religion
	
	
	percent
	



	Roman Catholic
	
  


	25.3%



	No religion
	
  


	22.3%



	Anglican
	
  


	17.1%



	Protestant[image: External link]
	
  


	16.1%



	No response
	
  


	9.4%



	Eastern Orthodox[image: External link]
	
  


	2.6%



	Islam
	
  


	2.2%



	Buddhism
	
  


	2.1%



	Hinduism
	
  


	1.3%



	Judaism
	
  


	0.4%



	Other
	
  


	1.2%






Main article: Religion in Australia


Australians have various religions and spiritual beliefs. While 22.3% of the population reported as having no religion, of those reporting as having religious affiliations, the majority (61.1%) being Christian[image: External link] according to the 2011 census[image: External link].[77] As in many Western countries, the level of active participation in church worship is lower than would be indicated by the proportion of the population identifying themselves as Christian; weekly attendance at church services was about 1.5 million in 2001,[78] about 7% of the population (21.5 million[79]) that year.
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Aussie






This article is about the slang word for an Australian. For the Australian dollar also known as the "Aussie Dollar" or sometimes just "The Aussie", see Australian dollar[image: External link]. For other uses, see Aussie (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Aussie[1] or Ozzie[2] is Australian slang[image: External link] for Australian and less commonly, Australia.[3][4][5][6][7] Aussie can be used in the form of an adjective,[8] noun,[9][10] or proper noun.
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 Pronunciation




In Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, Canada, United Kingdom, and Ireland, the word is pronounced /'azi /[image: External link] OZ -ee[image: External link] (Australian English [ˈɔzi]), with a /z/ sound;[4] however, in the United States, it is most often pronounced (incorrectly) /'o:si /[image: External link] AW -see[image: External link] with an /s/ sound.[11][12][13] Pronouncing the word with an /s/ in place of the /z/ is considered by Australians to be a canonically American[image: External link] error.
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 Ethnic usage




Aussie is used defensively by some Australians as a term of identification for people and as a nickname for the traditional cultural group (of Anglo-Celtic descent).[14]
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	Aussie Aussie Aussie, Oi Oi Oi[image: External link]

	
C'mon Aussie C'mon[image: External link], an Australian cricket anthem.
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Politics of Australia






See also: Government of Australia
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The politics of Australia takes place within the framework of a federal parliamentary[image: External link] constitutional monarchy. Australians elect parliamentarians[image: External link] to the federal Parliament of Australia, a bicameral[image: External link] body which incorporates elements of the fused executive[image: External link] inherited from the Westminster system[image: External link], and a strong federalist senate, adopted from the United States Congress[image: External link]. Australia largely operates as a two-party system[image: External link] in which voting is compulsory.[1]
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 Legislative




Main articles: Parliament of Australia, Australian Senate, and Australian House of Representatives


The Parliament of Australia, also known as the Commonwealth Parliament or Federal Parliament, is the legislative branch of the government of Australia. It is bicameral[image: External link], and has been influenced both by the Westminster system[image: External link] and United States federalism. Under Section 1 of the Constitution of Australia, Parliament consists of three components: the Monarch[image: External link], the Senate, and the House of Representatives. The Australian Parliament is the world's sixth oldest continuous democracy.[2]

The Australian House of Representatives has 150 members, each elected for a flexible term of office not exceeding three years,[3] to represent a single electoral division[image: External link], commonly referred to as an electorate or seat. Voting within each electorate utilises the instant-runoff system of preferential voting, which has its origins in Australia. The party or coalition of parties which commands the confidence of a majority of members of the House of Representatives forms government.

The Australian Senate has 76 members. The six states return twelve senators each, and the two mainland territories return two senators each, elected through the single transferable voting[image: External link] system. Senators are elected for flexible terms not exceeding six years, with half of the senators contesting at each federal election. The Senate is afforded substantial powers by the Australian Constitution, significantly greater than those of Westminster upper houses such as those of the United Kingdom and Canada, and has the power to block legislation originating in the House as well as supply or monetary bills. As such, the Senate has the power to bring down the government, as occurred during the 1975 Australian constitutional crisis.

Because legislation must pass successfully through both houses to become law, it is possible for disagreements between the House of Representatives and the Senate to hold up the progress of government bills indefinitely. Such deadlocks are resolved under section 57 of the Constitution, under a procedure called a double dissolution election[image: External link]. Such elections are rare, not because the conditions for holding them are seldom met, but because they can pose a significant political risk to any government that chooses to call one. Of the six double dissolution elections that have been held since federation, half have resulted in the fall of a government. Only once, in 1974, has the full procedure for resolving a deadlock been followed, with a joint sitting of the two houses[image: External link] being held to deliberate upon the bills that had originally led to the deadlock. The most recent double dissolution election was on July 2, 2016, which resulted in the government of the day retaining a one seat majority in the House of Representatives. The two pieces of legislation that triggered the election did not figure prominently in the eight-week election campaign.
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Main articles: Government of Australia, Monarchy of Australia[image: External link], Governor-General of Australia, Prime Minister of Australia[image: External link], Cabinet of Australia, Federal Executive Council (Australia), and Australian head of state dispute[image: External link]


The role of head of state in Australia is divided between two people: the monarch of Australia and the Governor-General of Australia. The functions and roles of the Governor-General include appointing ambassadors, ministers, and judges, giving Royal Assent[image: External link] to legislation (also a role of the monarch), issuing writs for elections and bestowing honours.[4] The Governor-General is the President of the Federal Executive Council and Commander-in-Chief of the Australian Defence Force. These posts are held under the authority of the Australian Constitution. In practice, barring exceptional circumstances, the Governor-General exercises these powers only on the advice of the Prime-Minister. As such, the role of Governor-General is often described as a largely ceremonial position.

The Prime Minister of Australia is Malcolm Turnbull, leader of the Cabinet and head of[image: External link] government, holding office on commission from the Governor-General of Australia. The office of Prime Minister is, in practice, the most powerful political office in Australia. Despite being at the apex of executive government in the country, the office is not mentioned in the Constitution of Australia specifically and exists through an unwritten political convention[image: External link]. Barring exceptional circumstances, the prime minister is always the leader of the political party or coalition with majority support in the House of Representatives. The only case where a senator was appointed prime minister was that of John Gorton[image: External link], who subsequently resigned his Senate position and was elected as a member of the House of Representatives (Senator George Pearce[image: External link] was acting prime minister for seven months in 1916 while Billy Hughes[image: External link] was overseas).[5]

The Cabinet of Australia is the council of senior ministers[image: External link] responsible to Parliament. The Cabinet is appointed by the Governor-General, on the advice of the Prime Minister[image: External link] and serves at the former's pleasure. The strictly private Cabinet meetings occur once a week to discuss vital issues and formulate policy. Outside of the cabinet there are a number of junior ministers, responsible for a specific policy area and reporting directly to any senior Cabinet minister. The Constitution of Australia does not recognise the Cabinet as a legal entity, and its decisions have no legal force. All members of the ministry are also members of the Executive Council, a body which is – in theory, though rarely in practice – chaired by the Governor-General, and which meets solely to endorse and give legal force to decisions already made by the Cabinet. For this reason, there is always a member of the ministry holding the title Vice-President of the Executive Council[image: External link].

Reflecting the influence of the Westminster system[image: External link], ministers[image: External link] are selected from elected members of Parliament.[6] All ministers are expected individually to defend collective government decisions. Individual ministers who cannot undertake the public defence of government actions are expected to resign. Such resignations are rare; and the rarity also of public disclosure of splits within cabinet reflects the seriousness with which internal party loyalty is regarded in Australian politics.
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Main articles: Judiciary of Australia and Australian court hierarchy


The High Court of Australia is the supreme court[image: External link] in the Australian court hierarchy and the final court of appeal[image: External link] in Australia. It has both original and appellate jurisdiction, has the power of judicial review[image: External link] over laws passed by the Parliament of Australia and the parliaments of the States[image: External link], and interprets the Constitution of Australia. The High Court is mandated by section 71 of the Constitution, which vests in it the judicial power[image: External link] of the Commonwealth of Australia. The High Court was constituted by the Judiciary Act 1903[image: External link] (Cth). The High Court is composed of seven Justices: the Chief Justice of Australia, presently Susan Kiefel, and six other Justices.

The state supreme courts are also considered to be superior courts, those with unlimited jurisdiction to hear disputes and which are the pinnacle of the court hierarchy within their jurisdictions. They were created by means of the constitutions of their respective states or the Self Government Acts for the ACT and the Northern Territory. Appeals may be made from state supreme courts to the High Court of Australia.

Inferior Courts are secondary to Superior Courts. Their existence stems from legislation and they only have the power to decide on matters which Parliament has granted them. Decisions in inferior courts can be appealed to the Superior Court in that area, and then to the High Court of Australia.
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Main articles: Australian electoral system[image: External link] and Divisions of the Australian House of Representatives[image: External link]


At a national level, elections are held at least once every three years.[3] The Prime Minister[image: External link] can advise the Governor-General to call an election for the House of Representatives at any time, but Senate elections can only be held within certain periods prescribed in the Australian Constitution. The most recent Australian federal election took place on 2 July 2016.

The House of Representatives is elected using the Australian instant-runoff voting system, which results in the preferences which flow from minor party voters to the two major parties being significant in electoral outcomes. The Senate is elected using the single transferable voting[image: External link] system, which has resulted in a greater presence of minor parties in the Senate. For most of the last thirty years a balance of power[image: External link] has existed, whereby neither government nor opposition has had overall control of the Senate. This limitation to its power has required governments to frequently seek the support of minor parties or independents to secure their legislative agenda. The ease with which minor parties can secure representation in the Senate compared to the House of Representatives,a result of proportional representation in the Senate, has meant that these parties have often focused their efforts on securing representation in the upper house. This is true also at state level (only the two territories and Queensland are unicameral[image: External link]). Minor parties have only rarely been able to win seats in the House of Representatives.
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 State and local government




Main articles: Electoral systems of the Australian states and territories[image: External link] and Local government in Australia[image: External link]


Australia's six states and two territories are structured within a political framework similar to that of the Commonwealth. Each state has its own bicameral Parliament, with the exception of Queensland and the two Territories, whose Parliaments are unicameral. Each state has a Governor, who undertakes a role equivalent to that of the Governor-General at the federal level, and a Premier, who is the head of government and is equivalent to the Prime Minister. Each state also has its own supreme court, from which appeals can be made to the High Court of Australia.

Elections in the six Australian states[image: External link] and two territories are held at least once every four years. In New South Wales, Victoria, South Australia and the Australian Capital Territory, election dates are fixed by legislation. However, the other state premiers and the Chief Minister of the Northern Territory[image: External link] have the same discretion in calling elections as the Prime Minister at national level.

Local government in Australia is the third (and lowest) tier of government, administered by the states and territories[image: External link] which in turn are beneath the federal tier. Unlike the United States, United Kingdom and New Zealand, there is only one level of local government in all states, with no distinction such as counties and cities. Today, most local governments have equivalent powers within a state, and styles such as "shire" or "city" refer to the nature of the settlements they are based around.
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 Ideology in Australian politics




See also: Conservatism in Australia[image: External link]


In Australian political culture, the Coalition (Liberal and National parties) is considered centre-right and the Labor Party is considered centre-left. Australian conservatism[image: External link] is largely represented by the Coalition, along with Australian liberalism[image: External link]. The Labor Party categorises itself as social democratic[image: External link],[7] although it has pursued a liberal economic policy since the prime ministership of Bob Hawke.[8]

Queensland, in particular, along with Western Australia and the Northern Territory, are regarded as comparatively conservative[image: External link].[9][10][11][12][13][14][15] Victoria, South Australia, Tasmania, and the Australian Capital Territory are regarded as comparatively left of centre[image: External link].[15][16][17][18][19] New South Wales, the largest state by population, has often been regarded as a politically moderate bellwether[image: External link] state.[19][20]

Since the 2007 elections, the voting patterns of the Australian electorate have shifted. There is more volatility in the Australian electorate than ever before. More Australian voters are swinging between the two major parties or are voting for third parties, with one in four Australians voting for a minor party.[21]
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Main article: List of political parties in Australia


Organised, national political parties have dominated Australia's political landscape since federation. The late 19th century saw the rise of the Australian Labor Party, which represented organised workers. Opposing interests coalesced into two main parties: a centre-right party with a base in business and the middle classes that has been predominantly socially conservative, now the Liberal Party of Australia; and a rural or agrarian conservative party, now the National Party of Australia. While there are a small number of other political parties that have achieved parliamentary representation, these main three dominate organised politics everywhere in Australia and only on rare occasions have any other parties or independent members of parliament played any role at all in the formation or maintenance of governments.

Australian politics operates as a two-party system, as a result of the permanent coalition between the Liberal Party and National Party. Internal party discipline has historically been tight, unlike the situation in other countries such as the United States. Australia's political system has not always been a two-party system, but nor has it always been as internally stable as in recent decades.[ when?[image: External link]]

The Australian Labor Party (ALP) is a self-described social democratic[image: External link] party which has in recent decades[ when?[image: External link]] pursued a liberal economic program. It was founded by the Australian labour movement[image: External link] and broadly represents the urban working class, although it increasingly has a base of sympathetic middle class support as well.

The Liberal Party of Australia[image: External link] is a party of the centre-right which broadly represents business, the suburban middle classes and many rural people. Its permanent coalition partner at national level is the National Party of Australia[image: External link], formerly known as the Country Party, a conservative party which represents rural interests. These two parties are collectively known as the Coalition. In Queensland, and more recently in NSW, the two parties have officially merged to form the Liberal National Party[image: External link], and in the Northern Territory, the National Party is known as the Country Liberal Party[image: External link].

Minor parties in Australian politics include a green[image: External link] party, the Australian Greens[image: External link], the largest of the minor parties; a centrist[image: External link] party, Nick Xenophon Team[image: External link]; a nationalist[image: External link] party, Pauline Hanson's One Nation[image: External link]; and an anti-privatisation party, Katter's Australian Party[image: External link]. Other significant parties in recent years have included the Palmer United Party[image: External link], the socially conservative[image: External link] Family First Party[image: External link], and the socially liberal Australian Democrats[image: External link], among others.
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 Timeline




Since federation, there have been 29 Prime Ministers of Australia[image: External link]. The longest-serving Prime Minister was Sir Robert Menzies[image: External link] of the Liberal Party, who served for 19 years from 1939–41, and again from 1949–66. The only other Prime Minister to serve for longer than a decade was John Howard[image: External link], also of the Liberal Party, who led for more than 11 years from 1996–2007. The Coalition and its direct predecessors have governed at the federal level for a large majority of Australia's history since federation: 30,548 days as compared to Labor's 12,252 days.
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 Prime ministers' parties by time in office





	
Liberal Party of Australia[image: External link] – 16694 days as of 10 June 2017.

	
Australian Labor Party – 13798 days

	
Nationalist Party[image: External link] – 5142 days (Party Deregistered)


	
United Australia Party[image: External link] – 3505 days (Party Deregistered)


	
Protectionist Party[image: External link] – 2442 days (Party Deregistered)


	
Commonwealth Liberal Party[image: External link] – 783 days (Party Deregistered)


	
Free Trade Party[image: External link] – 322 days (Party Deregistered)


	
Country Party[image: External link] – 84 days (Party Renamed)









	











[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 House of Representatives primary, two-party and seat results




A two-party system[image: External link] has existed in the Australian House of Representatives since the two non-Labor parties merged in 1909. The 1910 election[image: External link] was the first to elect a majority government, with the Australian Labor Party concurrently winning the first Senate majority. Prior to 1909 a three-party system existed in the chamber. A two-party-preferred vote[image: External link] (2PP) has been calculated since the 1919 change from first-past-the-post[image: External link] to preferential voting and subsequent introduction of the Coalition. ALP = Australian Labor Party, L+NP = grouping of Liberal[image: External link]/ National[image: External link]/ LNP[image: External link]/ CLP[image: External link] Coalition parties (and predecessors), Oth = other parties and independents[image: External link].



	House of Representatives results and polling



	Election

Year
	Labour
	Free Trade[image: External link]
	Protectionist[image: External link]
	Independent[image: External link]
	Other

parties
	Total

seats



	
	
	



	1st[image: External link]
	1901
	14
	28
	31
	2
	 
	75



	Election

Year
	Labour
	Free Trade[image: External link]
	Protectionist[image: External link]
	Independent[image: External link]
	Other

parties
	Total

seats



	
	
	



	2nd[image: External link]
	1903
	23
	25
	26
	 
	1
	Revenue Tariff[image: External link]
	75



	Election

Year
	Labour
	Anti-Socialist[image: External link]
	Protectionist[image: External link]
	Independent[image: External link]
	Other

parties
	Total

seats



	
	
	



	3rd[image: External link]
	1906
	26
	26
	21
	1
	1
	Western Australian[image: External link]
	75








	
	
	



	
	Primary vote
	2PP vote[image: External link]
	Seats



	
	ALP
	L+NP
	Oth.
	ALP
	L+NP
	ALP
	L+NP
	Oth.
	Total



	
	
	
	
	
	



	13 April 1910 election[image: External link]
	50.0%
	45.1%
	4.9%
	–
	–
	42
	31
	2
	75



	31 May 1913 election[image: External link]
	48.5%
	48.9%
	2.6%
	–
	–
	37
	38
	0
	75



	5 September 1914 election[image: External link]
	50.9%
	47.2%
	1.9%
	–
	–
	42
	32
	1
	75



	5 May 1917 election[image: External link]
	43.9%
	54.2%
	1.9%
	–
	–
	22
	53
	0
	75



	13 December 1919 election[image: External link]
	42.5%
	54.3%
	3.2%
	45.9%
	54.1%
	25
	38
	2
	75



	16 December 1922 election[image: External link]
	42.3%
	47.8%
	9.9%
	48.8%
	51.2%
	29
	40
	6
	75



	14 November 1925 election[image: External link]
	45.0%
	53.2%
	1.8%
	46.2%
	53.8%
	23
	50
	2
	75



	17 November 1928 election[image: External link]
	44.6%
	49.6%
	5.8%
	48.4%
	51.6%
	31
	42
	2
	75



	12 October 1929 election[image: External link]
	48.8%
	44.2%
	7.0%
	56.7%
	43.3%
	46
	24
	5
	75



	19 December 1931 election[image: External link]
	27.1%
	48.4%
	24.5%
	41.5%
	58.5%
	14
	50
	11
	75



	15 September 1934 election[image: External link]
	26.8%
	45.6%
	27.6%
	46.5%
	53.5%
	18
	42
	14
	74



	23 October 1937 election[image: External link]
	43.2%
	49.3%
	7.5%
	49.4%
	50.6%
	29
	43
	2
	74



	21 September 1940 election[image: External link]
	40.2%
	43.9%
	15.9%
	50.3%
	49.7%
	32
	36
	6
	74



	21 August 1943 election[image: External link]
	49.9%
	23.0%
	27.1%
	58.2%
	41.8%
	49
	19
	6
	74



	28 September 1946 election[image: External link]
	49.7%
	39.3%
	11.0%
	54.1%
	45.9%
	43
	26
	5
	74



	10 December 1949 election[image: External link]
	46.0%
	50.3%
	3.7%
	49.0%
	51.0%
	47
	74
	0
	121



	28 April 1951 election[image: External link]
	47.6%
	50.3%
	2.1%
	49.3%
	50.7%
	52
	69
	0
	121



	29 May 1954 election[image: External link]
	50.0%
	46.8%
	3.2%
	50.7%
	49.3%
	57
	64
	0
	121



	10 December 1955 election[image: External link]
	44.6%
	47.6%
	7.8%
	45.8%
	54.2%
	47
	75
	0
	122



	22 November 1958 election[image: External link]
	42.8%
	46.6%
	10.6%
	45.9%
	54.1%
	45
	77
	0
	122



	9 December 1961 election[image: External link]
	47.9%
	42.1%
	10.0%
	50.5%
	49.5%
	60
	62
	0
	122



	30 November 1963 election[image: External link]
	45.5%
	46.0%
	8.5%
	47.4%
	52.6%
	50
	72
	0
	122



	26 November 1966 election[image: External link]
	40.0%
	50.0%
	10.0%
	43.1%
	56.9%
	41
	82
	1
	124



	25 October 1969 election[image: External link]
	47.0%
	43.3%
	9.7%
	50.2%
	49.8%
	59
	66
	0
	125



	2 December 1972 election[image: External link]
	49.6%
	41.5%
	8.9%
	52.7%
	47.3%
	67
	58
	0
	125



	18 May 1974 election[image: External link]
	49.3%
	44.9%
	5.8%
	51.7%
	48.3%
	66
	61
	0
	127



	13 December 1975 election[image: External link]
	42.8%
	53.1%
	4.1%
	44.3%
	55.7%
	36
	91
	0
	127



	10 December 1977 election[image: External link]
	39.7%
	48.1%
	12.2%
	45.4%
	54.6%
	38
	86
	0
	124



	18 October 1980 election[image: External link]
	45.2%
	46.3%
	8.5%
	49.6%
	50.4%
	51
	74
	0
	125



	5 March 1983 election[image: External link]
	49.5%
	43.6%
	6.9%
	53.2%
	46.8%
	75
	50
	0
	125



	1 December 1984 election[image: External link]
	47.6%
	45.0%
	7.4%
	51.8%
	48.2%
	82
	66
	0
	148



	11 July 1987 election[image: External link]
	45.8%
	46.1%
	8.1%
	50.8%
	49.2%
	86
	62
	0
	148



	24 March 1990 election[image: External link]
	39.4%
	43.5%
	17.1%
	49.9%
	50.1%
	78
	69
	1
	148



	11 Mar 1993 Newspoll
	44%
	45%
	11%
	49.5%
	50.5%
	
	
	
	



	13 March 1993 election[image: External link]
	44.9%
	44.3%
	10.7%
	51.4%
	48.6%
	80
	65
	2
	147



	28–29 Feb 1996 Newspoll
	40.5%
	48%
	11.5%
	46.5%
	53.5%
	
	
	
	



	2 March 1996 election[image: External link]
	38.7%
	47.3%
	14.0%
	46.4%
	53.6%
	49
	94
	5
	148



	30 Sep – 1 Oct 1998 Newspoll
	44%
	40%
	16%
	53%
	47%
	
	
	
	



	3 October 1998 election[image: External link]
	40.1%
	39.5%
	20.4%
	51.0%
	49.0%
	67
	80
	1
	148



	7–8 Nov 2001 Newspoll
	38.5%
	46%
	15.5%
	47%
	53%
	
	
	
	



	10 November 2001 election[image: External link]
	37.8%
	43.0%
	19.2%
	49.0%
	51.0%
	65
	82
	3
	150



	6–7 Oct 2004 Newspoll
	39%
	45%
	16%
	50%
	50%
	
	
	
	



	9 October 2004 election[image: External link]
	37.6%
	46.7%
	15.7%
	47.3%
	52.7%
	60
	87
	3
	150



	20–22 Nov 2007 Newspoll
	44%
	43%
	13%
	52%
	48%
	
	
	
	



	24 November 2007 election[image: External link]
	43.4%
	42.1%
	14.5%
	52.7%
	47.3%
	83
	65
	2
	150



	17–19 Aug 2010 Newspoll
	36.2%
	43.4%
	20.4%
	50.2%
	49.8%
	
	
	
	



	21 August 2010 election[image: External link]
	38.0%
	43.3%
	18.7%
	50.1%
	49.9%
	72
	72
	6
	150



	3–5 Sep 2013 Newspoll
	33%
	46%
	21%
	46%
	54%
	
	
	
	



	7 September 2013 election[image: External link]
	33.4%
	45.6%
	21.0%
	46.5%
	53.5%
	55
	90
	5
	150



	28 Jun – 1 Jul 2016 Newspoll
	35%
	42%
	23%
	49.5%
	50.5%
	
	
	
	



	2 July 2016 election[image: External link]
	34.7%
	42.0%
	23.3%
	49.6%
	50.4%
	69
	76
	5
	150



	Polling conducted by Newspoll[image: External link] and published in The Australian. Three percent margin of error[image: External link].
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 Historical party composition of the Senate




The Senate has included representatives from a range of political parties, including several parties that have seldom or never had representation in the House of Representatives, but which have consistently secured a small but significant level of electoral support, as the table shows.

Results represent the composition of the Senate after the elections. The full Senate has been contested on eight occasions; the inaugural election and seven double dissolutions. These are underlined and highlighted in puce.[22]



	Election

Year
	Labor
	Liberal[image: External link][a]
	National[image: External link][b]
	Democratic

Labor[image: External link]
	Democrats[image: External link]
	Greens[image: External link]
	CLP[image: External link]
	Independent[image: External link]
	Other

parties
	Total

seats
	Electoral

system



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	



	1st[image: External link]
	1901
	8
	11[c]
	17
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	36
	Plurality-at-large voting[image: External link]



	2nd[image: External link]
	1903
	8
	12[c]
	14
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	1
	Revenue Tariff[image: External link]
	36
	Plurality-at-large voting



	3rd[image: External link]
	1906
	15
	6[c]
	13
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	2
	 
	36
	Plurality-at-large voting



	4th[image: External link]
	1910
	22
	14
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	36
	Plurality-at-large voting



	5th[image: External link]
	1913
	29
	7
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	36
	Plurality-at-large voting



	6th[image: External link]
	1914
	31
	5
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	36
	Plurality-at-large voting



	7th[image: External link]
	1917
	12
	24
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	36
	Plurality-at-large voting



	8th[image: External link]
	1919
	1
	35
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	36
	Preferential block voting[image: External link]



	9th[image: External link]
	1922
	12
	24
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	36
	Preferential block voting



	10th[image: External link]
	1925
	8
	25
	3
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	36
	Preferential block voting



	11th[image: External link]
	1928
	7
	24
	5
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	36
	Preferential block voting



	12th[image: External link]
	1931
	10
	21
	5
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	36
	Preferential block voting



	13th[image: External link]
	1934
	3
	26
	7
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	36
	Preferential block voting



	14th[image: External link]
	1937
	16
	16
	4
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	36
	Preferential block voting



	15th[image: External link]
	1940
	17
	15
	4
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	36
	Preferential block voting



	16th[image: External link]
	1943
	22
	12
	2
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	36
	Preferential block voting



	17th[image: External link]
	1946
	33
	2
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	36
	Preferential block voting



	18th[image: External link]
	1949
	34
	21
	5
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	60
	Single transferable vote[image: External link]



	19th[image: External link]
	1951
	28
	26
	6
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	60
	Single transferable vote



	20th[image: External link]
	1953
	29
	26
	5
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	60
	Single transferable vote



	21st[image: External link]
	1955
	28
	24
	6
	2
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	60
	Single transferable vote



	22nd[image: External link]
	1958
	26
	25
	7
	2
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	60
	Single transferable vote



	23rd[image: External link]
	1961
	28
	24
	6
	1
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	60
	Single transferable vote



	24th[image: External link]
	1964
	27
	23
	7
	2
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	60
	Single transferable vote



	25th[image: External link]
	1967
	27
	21
	7
	4
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	60
	Single transferable vote



	26th[image: External link]
	1970
	26
	21
	5
	5
	 
	 
	 
	3
	 
	60
	Single transferable vote



	27th[image: External link]
	1974
	29
	23
	6
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	1
	Liberal Movement[image: External link]
	60
	Single transferable vote



	28th[image: External link]
	1975
	27
	26
	6
	 
	 
	 
	1
	1
	1
	Liberal Movement[image: External link]
	64
	Single transferable vote



	29th[image: External link]
	1977
	27
	27
	6
	 
	2
	 
	1
	1
	 
	64
	Single transferable vote



	30th[image: External link]
	1980
	27
	28
	3
	 
	5
	 
	1
	1
	 
	64
	Single transferable vote



	31st[image: External link]
	1983
	30
	23
	4
	 
	5
	 
	1
	1
	 
	64
	Single transferable vote



	32nd[image: External link]
	1984
	34
	27
	5
	 
	7
	 
	1
	1
	1
	Nuclear Disarmament[image: External link]
	76
	Single transferable vote (Group voting ticket[image: External link])



	33rd[image: External link]
	1987
	32
	26
	7
	 
	7
	 
	1
	2
	1
	Nuclear Disarmament[image: External link]
	76
	Single transferable vote (Group voting ticket)



	34th[image: External link]
	1990
	32
	28
	5
	 
	8
	 
	1
	1
	1
	Greens (WA)[image: External link]
	76
	Single transferable vote (Group voting ticket)



	35th[image: External link]
	1993
	30
	29
	6
	 
	7
	 
	1
	1
	2
	Greens (WA)[image: External link] (2)
	76
	Single transferable vote (Group voting ticket)



	36th[image: External link]
	1996
	29
	31
	5
	 
	7
	 
	1
	1
	2
	Greens (WA)[image: External link], Greens (Tas)[image: External link]
	76
	Single transferable vote (Group voting ticket)



	37th[image: External link]
	1998
	29
	31
	3
	 
	9
	1
	1
	1
	1
	One Nation[image: External link]
	76
	Single transferable vote (Group voting ticket)



	38th[image: External link]
	2001
	28
	31
	3
	 
	8
	2
	1
	2
	1
	One Nation[image: External link]
	76
	Single transferable vote (Group voting ticket)



	39th[image: External link]
	2004
	28
	33
	5
	 
	4
	4
	1
	 
	1
	Family First[image: External link]
	76
	Single transferable vote (Group voting ticket)



	40th[image: External link]
	2007
	32
	32
	4
	 
	 
	5
	1
	1
	1
	Family First[image: External link]
	76
	Single transferable vote (Group voting ticket)



	41st[image: External link]
	2010
	31
	28 + (3 LNP[image: External link])
	2
	1
	 
	9
	1
	1
	 
	76
	Single transferable vote (Group voting ticket)



	42nd[image: External link]
	2013
	25
	23 + (5 LNP[image: External link])
	3 + (1 LNP[image: External link])
	1
	 
	10
	1
	1
	6
	Family First[image: External link],

Liberal Democrats[image: External link],

Motoring Enthusiast[image: External link],

Palmer United[image: External link] (3)
	76
	Single transferable vote (Group voting ticket)



	43rd[image: External link]
	2016
	26
	21 + (3 LNP[image: External link])
	3 + (2 LNP[image: External link])
	
	 
	9
	1
	
	11
	Family First[image: External link],

Liberal Democrats[image: External link],

Jacqui Lambie[image: External link],

Justice Party[image: External link],

Nick Xenophon Team[image: External link] (3),

One Nation[image: External link] (4)
	76
	Single transferable vote (Optional preferential voting[image: External link])
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 See also





	Monarchy of Australia[image: External link]

	Governor-General of Australia

	Prime Minister of Australia[image: External link]

	Cabinet of Australia

	Federal Executive Council (Australia)

	Parliament of Australia

	Australian Senate

	Australian House of Representatives

	High Court of Australia

	Australian court hierarchy

	Political donations in Australia[image: External link]

	Political families of Australia[image: External link]

	Liberal Party of Australia[image: External link]

	Australian Labor Party
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 Notes






	
^ Includes results for the Free Trade Party[image: External link] for 1901 and 1903, the Anti-Socialist Party[image: External link] for 1906, the Commonwealth Liberal Party[image: External link] for 1910—1914, the Nationalist Party[image: External link] for 1917—1929, and the United Australia Party[image: External link] for 1931—1943.


	
^ Includes results for the Country Party[image: External link] for 1919—1974 and the National Country Party[image: External link] for 1975—1980.


	
^ a b c Protectionist Party[image: External link]
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Federalism






This article is about the form of government. For other uses, see Federalism (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Federalism is the mixed or compound mode of government, combining a general government (the central or 'federal' government) with regional governments (provincial, state, cantonal, territorial or other sub-unit governments) in a single political system. Its distinctive feature, exemplified in the founding example of modern federalism of the United States of America under the Constitution[image: External link] of 1787, is a relationship of parity between the two levels of government established.[1] It can thus be defined as a form of government in which there is a division of powers between two levels of government of equal status.[2]

Federalism differs from confederalism[image: External link], in which the general level of government is subordinate to the regional level, and from devolution[image: External link] within a unitary state, in which the regional level of government is subordinate to the general level.[3] It represents the central form in the pathway of regional integration or separation,[4] bounded on the less integrated side by confederalism and on the more integrated side by devolution within a unitary state.[5]

Leading examples of the federation[image: External link] or federal state[image: External link] include the United States, Canada, Mexico[image: External link], Brazil, Germany[image: External link], Switzerland[image: External link], Australia and India. Some also today characterize the European Union[image: External link] as the pioneering example of federalism in a multi-state setting, in a concept termed the federal union of states.[6]



TOP
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 Overview




The terms 'federalism' and 'confederalism' both have a root in the Latin word foedus, meaning "treaty, pact or covenant[image: External link]." Their common meaning until the late eighteenth century was a simple league or inter-governmental relationship among sovereign states based upon a treaty. They were therefore initially synonyms. It was in this sense that James Madison in Federalist 39 had referred to the new United States as 'neither a national nor a federal Constitution, but a composition of both' (i.e. neither a single large unitary state nor a league/confederation among several small states, but a hybrid of the two).[7] In the course of the nineteenth century the meaning of federalism would come to shift, strengthening to refer uniquely to the novel compound political form, while the meaning of confederalism would remain at a league of states.[8] Thus, this article relates to the modern usage of the word 'federalism'.

Modern federalism is a system based upon democratic[image: External link] rules and institutions in which the power to govern is shared between national and provincial/state governments. The term federalist[image: External link] describes several political beliefs around the world depending on context.

Federalism is sometimes viewed as in the context of international negotiation as "the best system for integrating diverse nations, ethnic groups, or combatant parties, all of whom may have cause to fear control by an overly powerful center."[9] However, in some countries, those skeptical of federal prescriptions believe that increased regional autonomy is likely to lead to secession or dissolution of the nation.[9] In Syria[image: External link], federalization proposals have failed in part because "Syrians fear that these borders could turn out to be the same as the ones that the fighting parties have currently carved out."[9]

Federations such as Yugoslavia[image: External link] or Czechoslovakia[image: External link] collapsed as soon as it was possible to put the model to the test.[10]
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 Explanations for adoption of federalist systems




According to Daniel Ziblatt's Structuring the State, there are four competing theoretical explanations in the academic literature for the adoption of federal systems:


	Ideational theories, which hold that a greater degree of ideological commitment to decentralist ideas in society makes federalism more likely to be adopted.

	Cultural-historical theories, which hold that federal institutions are more likely to be adopted in societies with culturally or ethnically fragmented populations.

	"Social contract" theories, which hold that federalism emerges as a bargain between a center and a periphery where the center is not powerful enough to dominate the periphery and the periphery is not powerful enough to secede from the center.

	"Infrastructural power" theories, which hold that federalism is likely to emerge when the subunits of a potential federation already have highly developed infrastructures (e.g. they are already constitutional, parliamentary, and administratively modernized states).[11]
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 European vs. American federalism




Main articles: Federal Europe[image: External link] and Federalism in the United States[image: External link]


In Europe, "Federalist" is sometimes used to describe those who favor a common federal government, with distributed power at regional, national and supranational levels. Most European federalists want this development to continue within the European Union[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] European federalism originated in post-war Europe; one of the more important initiatives was Winston Churchill[image: External link]'s speech in Zürich[image: External link] in 1946.[12]

In the United States, federalism originally referred to belief in a stronger central government. When the U.S. Constitution was being drafted, the Federalist Party[image: External link] supported a stronger central government, while " Anti-Federalists[image: External link]" wanted a weaker central government. This is very different from the modern usage of "federalism" in Europe and the United States. The distinction stems from the fact that "federalism" is situated in the middle of the political spectrum between a confederacy[image: External link] and a unitary state[image: External link]. The U.S. Constitution was written as a reaction to the Articles of Confederation[image: External link], under which the United States was a loose confederation with a weak central government.

In contrast, Europe has a greater history of unitary states than North America, thus European "federalism" argues for a weaker central government, relative to a unitary state. The modern American usage of the word is much closer to the European sense. As the power of the Federal government[image: External link] has increased, some people have perceived a much more unitary state than they believe the Founding Fathers[image: External link] intended. Most people politically advocating "federalism" in the United States argue in favor of limiting the powers of the federal government, especially the judiciary[image: External link] (see Federalist Society[image: External link], New Federalism[image: External link]).

In Canada, federalism typically implies opposition to sovereigntist[image: External link] movements (most commonly Quebec separatism[image: External link]).

The governments of Argentina, Australia, Brazil, India, and Mexico, among others, are also organized along federalist principles.

Federalism may encompass as few as two or three internal divisions, as is the case in Belgium[image: External link] or Bosnia and Herzegovina[image: External link]. In general, two extremes of federalism can be distinguished: at one extreme, the strong federal state is almost completely unitary, with few powers reserved for local governments; while at the other extreme, the national government may be a federal state in name only, being a confederation[image: External link] in actuality.

In 1999, the Government of Canada[image: External link] established the Forum of Federations[image: External link] as an international network for exchange of best practices among federal and federalizing countries. Headquartered in Ottawa[image: External link], the Forum of Federations partner governments include Australia, Brazil, Canada, Ethiopia[image: External link], Germany[image: External link], India, Mexico[image: External link], Nigeria[image: External link], and Switzerland[image: External link].
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 Examples of federalism
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 Australia




Main articles: Federalism in Australia[image: External link] and Federation of Australia


On the 1st of January 1901 the nation-state of Australia officially came into existence as a federation. The Australian continent was colonised by the United Kingdom in 1788, which subsequently established six, eventually self-governing, colonies there. In the 1890s the governments of these colonies all held referendums[image: External link] on becoming a unified, self-governing "Commonwealth" within the British Empire. When all the colonies voted in favour of federation, the Federation of Australia commenced, resulting in the establishment of the Commonwealth of Australia[image: External link] in 1901. The model of Australian federalism adheres closely to the original model of the United States of America, although it does so through a parliamentary Westminster system[image: External link] rather than a presidential system.
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 Brazil




See also: States of Brazil[image: External link]


In Brazil, the fall of the monarchy in 1889[image: External link] by a military coup d'état[image: External link] led to the rise of the presidential system[image: External link], headed by Deodoro da Fonseca[image: External link]. Aided by well-known jurist Ruy Barbosa[image: External link], Fonseca established federalism in Brazil by decree, but this system of government would be confirmed by every Brazilian constitution[image: External link] since 1891, although some of them would distort some of the federalist principles. The 1937 federal government had the authority to appoint State Governors (called interventors[image: External link]) at will, thus centralizing power in the hands of President Getúlio Vargas[image: External link]. Brazil also uses the Fonseca system to regulate interstate trade. Brazil is one of the biggest federal governments.

The Brazilian Constitution of 1988[image: External link] introduced a new component to the ideas of federalism, including municipalities[image: External link] as federal entities. Brazilian municipalities are now invested with some of the traditional powers usually granted to states in federalism, and although they are not allowed to have a Constitution, they are structured by an organic law[image: External link].
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 Canada




Main article: Canadian federalism[image: External link]


In Canada the system of federalism is described by the division of powers between the federal parliament[image: External link] and the country's provincial[image: External link] governments. Under the Constitution Act[image: External link] (previously known as the British North America Act[image: External link]) of 1867, specific powers of legislation are allotted. Section 91 of the constitution gives rise to federal authority for legislation, whereas section 92 gives rise to provincial powers.

For matters not directly dealt with in the constitution, the federal government retains residual powers; however, conflict between the two levels of government, relating to which level has legislative jurisdiction over various matters, has been a longstanding and evolving issue. Areas of contest include legislation with respect to regulation of the economy, taxation, and natural resources.
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 India




Main article: Federalism in India[image: External link]


The Government of India[image: External link] (referred to as the Union Government) was established by the Constitution of India[image: External link], and is the governing authority of a federal union of 29 states and 7 union territories[image: External link].

The government of India is based on a 3 tiered system, in which the Constitution of India[image: External link] delineates the subjects on which each tier of government has executive powers. The Constitution originally provided for a two-tier system of government, the Union Government (also known as the Central Government), representing the Union of India, and the State governments. Later, a third tier was added in the form of Panchayats[image: External link] and Municipalities. In the current arrangement, The Seventh Schedule[image: External link] of the Indian Constitution delimits the subjects of each level of governmental jurisdiction, dividing them into three lists:


	
Union List[image: External link] includes subjects of national importance such as defence of the country, foreign affairs, banking, communications and currency. The Union Government alone can make laws relating to the subjects mentioned in the Union List.

	
State List[image: External link] contains subjects of State and local importance such as police, trade, commerce, agriculture and irrigation. The State Governments alone can make laws relating to the subjects mentioned in the State List.

	
Concurrent List[image: External link] includes subjects of common interest to both the Union Government as well as the State Governments, such as education, forest, trade unions, marriage, adoption and succession. Both the Union as well as the State Governments can make laws on the subjects mentioned in this list. If their laws conflict with each other, the law made by the Union Government will prevail.
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 Asymmetric federalism




A distinguishing aspect of Indian federalism is that unlike many other forms of federalism, it is asymmetric.[13] Article 370[image: External link] makes special provisions for the state of Jammu and Kashmir[image: External link] as per its Instrument of Accession[image: External link]. Article 371 makes special provisions for the states of Andhra Pradesh[image: External link], Arunachal Pradesh[image: External link], Assam[image: External link], Goa[image: External link], Mizoram[image: External link], Manipur[image: External link], Nagaland[image: External link] and Sikkim[image: External link] as per their accession or state-hood deals. Also one more aspect of Indian federalism is system of President's Rule[image: External link] in which the central government (through its appointed Governor) takes control of state's administration for certain months when no party can form a government in the state or there is violent disturbance in the state.
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 Coalition politics




Although the Constitution does not say so, India is now a multilingual federation.[13] India has a multi-party system,with political allegiances frequently based on linguistic, regional and caste identities,[14] necessitating coalition politics, especially at the Union[image: External link] level.
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 Nigeria




Main article: Federalism in Nigeria[image: External link]
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 South Africa




Main article: Federalism in South Africa[image: External link]


Although South Africa bears some elements of a federal system, such as the allocation of certain powers to provinces, it is nevertheless constitutionally and functionally a unitary state.[15]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Federalism in Europe




Several federal systems exist in Europe[image: External link], such as in Switzerland[image: External link], Austria, Germany[image: External link], Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina[image: External link] and the European Union[image: External link].

Germany and the EU present the only examples of federalism in the world where


	members of the federal "upper houses" (the German Bundesrat[image: External link] (Federal Council) and the European Council[image: External link]) are neither elected nor appointed but comprise members or delegates of the governments of their constituents. The United States had a similar system until 1913, where prior to the 17th Amendment, Senators were delegates of the state elected by the state legislatures rather than the citizens.



Modern Germany abandoned federalism only during Nazism[image: External link] (1933–1945) and in the DDR (German Democratic Republic a.k.a. East Germany[image: External link]) from 1952 to 1990. Adolf Hitler[image: External link] viewed federalism as an obstacle to his goals. As he wrote in Mein Kampf[image: External link], "National Socialism[image: External link] must claim the right to impose its principles on the whole German nation, without regard to what were hitherto the confines of federal states."[ page needed[image: External link]]

Accordingly, the idea of a strong, centralized government has very negative associations in German politics, although the Progressive political movements in Germany (Liberals, Social Democrats) were advocating at the time of the Second German Empire (1871-1918) to abolish (or to reshape) the majority of German federated states of that era, as they were considered to be mostly monarchist remnances of the feudal structures of the Middle Ages.[16]

In Britain, an Imperial Federation[image: External link] was once seen as (inter alia) a method of solving the Home Rule[image: External link] problem in Ireland; federalism has long been proposed[by whom?[image: External link]] as a solution to the "Irish Problem[image: External link]", and more lately, to the "West Lothian question[image: External link]".[17]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 French Revolution




During the French Revolution[image: External link], especially in 1793, "federalism" had an entirely different meaning. It was a political movement to weaken the central government in Paris by devolving power to the provinces.[18][19]
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 European Union




Following the end of World War II, several movements began advocating a European federation[image: External link], such as the Union of European Federalists[image: External link] and the European Movement[image: External link], founded in 1948. Those organizations exercised influence in the European unification process, but never in a decisive way.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Although the drafts of both the Maastricht treaty[image: External link] and the Treaty establishing a Constitution for Europe[image: External link] mentioned federalism, the reference never made it to the text of the treaties adopted by consensus. The strongest advocates of European federalism have been Germany[image: External link], Italy[image: External link], Belgium[image: External link] and Luxembourg[image: External link] while those historically most strongly opposed have been the United Kingdom, Denmark[image: External link] and France[image: External link] (with conservative heads of state and governments).[citation needed[image: External link]] Since the presidency of François Mitterrand (1981-1995), the French authorities have adopted a much more pro-European Unification position, as they consider that a strong EU is presenting the best "insurance" against a unified Germany which might become too strong and thus a threat for its neighbours.


Those uncomfortable using the “F” word in the EU context should feel free to refer to it as a quasi-federal or federal-like system. Nevertheless, for the purposes of the analysis here, the EU has the necessary attributes of a federal system. It is striking that while many scholars of the EU continue to resist analyzing it as a federation, most contemporary students of federalism view the EU as a federal system (See for instance, Bednar, Filippov et al., McKay, Kelemen, Defigueido and Weingast). (R. Daniel Kelemen)[20]
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 Russian Federation




Main article: Russian federalism[image: External link]


The post-Imperial nature of Russian subdivision of government changed towards a generally autonomous model which began with the establishment of the USSR[image: External link] (of which Russia was governed as part). It was liberalized in the aftermath of the Soviet Union, with the reforms under Boris Yeltsin[image: External link] preserving much of the Soviet structure while applying increasingly liberal reforms to the governance of the constituent republics and subjects (while also coming into conflict with Chechen secessionist rebels during the Chechen War[image: External link]). Some of the reforms under Yeltsin were scaled back by Vladimir Putin[image: External link].

All of Russia's subdivisional entities are known as subjects, with some smaller entities, such as the republics enjoying more autonomy than other subjects on account of having an extant presence of a culturally non-Russian ethnic minority or, in some cases, majority.

Currently, there are 85 federal subjects of Russia.
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 United States




Main article: Federalism in the United States[image: External link]


Federalism in the United States is the evolving relationship between state governments[image: External link] and the federal government of the United States[image: External link]. American government has evolved from a system of dual federalism to one of associative federalism. In "Federalist No. 46," James Madison asserted that the states and national government "are in fact but different agents and trustees of the people, constituted with different powers." Alexander Hamilton, writing in "Federalist No. 28," suggested that both levels of government would exercise authority to the citizens' benefit: "If their [the peoples'] rights are invaded by either, they can make use of the other as the instrument of redress." ( 1[image: External link])

Because the states were preexisting political entities, the U.S. Constitution did not need to define or explain federalism in any one section but it often mentions the rights and responsibilities of state governments and state officials in relation to the federal government. The federal government has certain express powers (also called enumerated powers[image: External link]) which are powers spelled out in the Constitution, including the right to levy taxes, declare war, and regulate interstate and foreign commerce. In addition, the Necessary and Proper Clause[image: External link] gives the federal government the implied power to pass any law "necessary and proper" for the execution of its express powers. Other powers—the reserved powers—are reserved to the people or the states.[21] The power delegated to the federal government was significantly expanded by the Supreme Court decision in McCulloch v. Maryland[image: External link] (1819), amendments to the Constitution following the Civil War[image: External link], and by some later amendments—as well as the overall claim of the Civil War, that the states were legally subject to the final dictates of the federal government.

The Federalist Party[image: External link] of the United States was opposed by the Democratic-Republicans[image: External link], including powerful figures such as Thomas Jefferson[image: External link]. The Democratic-Republicans mainly believed that: the Legislature had too much power (mainly because of the Necessary and Proper Clause[image: External link]) and that they were unchecked; the Executive had too much power, and that there was no check on the executive; a dictator would arise; and that a bill of rights should be coupled with the constitution to prevent a dictator (then believed to eventually be the president) from exploiting or tyrannizing citizens. The federalists, on the other hand, argued that it was impossible to list all the rights, and those that were not listed could be easily overlooked because they were not in the official bill of rights. Rather, rights in specific cases were to be decided by the judicial system of courts.

After the American Civil War[image: External link], the federal government increased greatly in influence on everyday life and in size relative to the state governments. Reasons included the need to regulate businesses and industries that span state borders, attempts to secure civil rights, and the provision of social services. The federal government acquired no substantial new powers until the acceptance by the Supreme Court of the Sherman Anti-Trust Act[image: External link].

From 1938 until 1995, the U.S. Supreme Court[image: External link] did not invalidate any federal statute as exceeding Congress' power under the Commerce Clause[image: External link]. Most actions by the federal government can find some legal support among the express powers, such as the Commerce Clause[image: External link], whose applicability has been narrowed by the Supreme Court in recent years. In 1995 the Supreme Court rejected the Gun-Free School Zones Act[image: External link] in the Lopez decision, and also rejected the civil remedy portion of the Violence Against Women Act of 1994[image: External link] in the United States v. Morrison[image: External link] decision. Recently, the Commerce Clause was interpreted to include marijuana laws in the Gonzales v. Raich[image: External link] decision.

Dual federalism[image: External link] holds that the federal government and the state governments are co-equals, each sovereign.

However, since the Civil War Era, the national courts often interpret the federal government as the final judge of its own powers under dual federalism. The establishment of Native American[image: External link] governments (which are separate and distinct[image: External link] from state and federal government) exercising limited powers of sovereignty[image: External link], has given rise to the concept of "bi-federalism."
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 Venezuela




The Federal War[image: External link] ended in 1863 with the signing of the Treaty of Coche by both the centralist government of the time and the Federal Forces. The United States of Venezuela[image: External link] were subsequently incorporated under a "Federation of Sovereign States" upon principles borrowed from the Articles of Confederation[image: External link] of the United States of America. In this Federation, each State had a "President" of its own that controlled almost every issue, even the creation of "State Armies," while the Federal Army was required to obtain presidential permission to enter any given state.

However, more than 140 years later, the original system has gradually evolved into a quasi-centralist form of government. While the 1999 Constitution[image: External link] still defines Venezuela as a Federal Republic, it abolished the Senate, transferred competences of the States to the Federal Government and granted the President of the Republic vast powers to intervene in the States and Municipalities.
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 Federalism with two components
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 Belgium




Main articles: Belgian federal government[image: External link]; Belgian federal parliament[image: External link]; and Communities, regions and language areas of Belgium[image: External link]


Federalism in the Kingdom of Belgium[image: External link] is an evolving system.

Belgian federalism is a twin system which reflects both the


	
linguistic communities[image: External link] of the country, French[image: External link] (ca. 40% of the total population), Dutch[image: External link] (ca. 59%), and to a much lesser extent German[image: External link] (ca. 1%) and the

	geographically defined Regions (federated States: Brussels-Capital[image: External link] (de facto Greater Brussels), Flanders[image: External link] and Wallonia[image: External link]). The last two correspond to the language areas in Belgium[image: External link], Wallonia hosting both the bulk of the French-speaking population and the German-speaking minority. In Brussels, ca. 80% of the population speaks French and ca. 20% Dutch with the city being an enclave of the Flemish region and officially a bilingual area.[22]


	
Flanders[image: External link] is the region associated with Belgium's Dutch[image: External link]-speaking majority, i.e. the Flemish Community[image: External link].

	Due to its relatively small size (approximately one percent) the German-speaking Community of Belgium does not have much influence on national politics.

	
Wallonia[image: External link] is a French-speaking area, except for the German-speaking so-called East Cantons[image: External link] (Cantons de l'est). French is the second most spoken mother tongue of Belgium, after Dutch. Within the French-speaking Community of Belgium, there is a geographical and political distinction between Wallonia and Brussels for historical and sociological reasons. Historically, the Walloons were for a federalism with three components and the Flemings for two.[23] This difference is one of the elements which makes the Belgian issue so complicated. The Flemings wanted to defend their culture while the Walloons wanted to defend their political and economical supremacy they had in the 19th century: It is true that the Walloon movement, which has never stopped affirming that Wallonia is part of the French cultural area, has never made this cultural struggle a priority, being more concerned to struggle against its status as a political minority and the economic decline which was only a corollary to it.[24]




On one hand, this means that the Belgian political landscape[image: External link], generally speaking, consists of only two components: the Dutch-speaking population represented by Dutch-language political parties[image: External link], and the majority populations of Wallonia and Brussels, represented by their French-speaking parties. The Brussels region emerges as a third component.[25] This specific dual form of federalism, with the special position of Brussels, consequently has a number of political issues—even minor ones—that are being fought out over the Dutch/French-language political division. With such issues, a final decision is possible only in the form of a compromise. This tendency gives this dual federalism model a number of traits that generally are ascribed to confederalism[image: External link], and makes the future of Belgian federalism contentious.[26][27]

On the other hand, Belgian federalism is federated with three components. An affirmative resolution concerning Brussels' place in the federal system passed in the parliaments of Wallonia[image: External link] and Brussels.[28][29] These resolutions passed against the desires of Dutch-speaking parties, who are generally in favour of a federal system with two components (i.e. the Dutch and French Communities of Belgium). However, the Flemish representatives in the Parliament of the Brussels Capital-Region[image: External link] voted in favour of the Brussels resolution, with the exception of one party[image: External link]. The chairman of the Walloon Parliament[image: External link] stated on July 17, 2008 that, "Brussels would take an attitude".[30] Brussels' parliament passed the resolution on July 18, 2008:


	
The Parliament of the Brussels-Capital Region[image: External link] approves with great majority a resolution claiming the presence of Brussels itself at the negotiations of the reformation of the Belgian State.[29] July 18, 2008




This aspect of Belgian federalism helps to explain the difficulties of partition[image: External link]; Brussels, with its importance, is linked to both Wallonia and Flanders and vice versa[image: External link]. This situation, however, does not erase the traits of a confederation in the Belgian system.
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 Other examples




Current examples of two-sided federalism:


	
Bosnia and Herzegovina[image: External link] is a federation of two entities: Republika Srpska[image: External link] and Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina[image: External link] (the latter itself a federation).



Historical examples of two-sided federalism include:


	
Czechoslovakia[image: External link], until the Czech Republic and Slovakia[image: External link] separated in 1993.

	The Federal Republic of Yugoslavia[image: External link], from 1992 to 2003 when it became a confederation titled the State Union of Serbia and Montenegro[image: External link]. This confederation expired 2006 as Montenegro[image: External link] declared its independence.

	The 1960 Constitution of Cyprus[image: External link] was based on the same ideas, but the union of Greeks[image: External link] and Turks[image: External link] failed.

	
United Republic of Tanzania[image: External link] (formerly United Republic of Tanganyika and Zanzibar[image: External link]), which was the union of Tanganyika and Zanzibar[image: External link].

	
Iraq[image: External link] adapted a federal system on 15 October 2005, and formally recognized the Kurdistan Region[image: External link] as the country's first and currently only federal region. See Constitution of Iraq[image: External link] for more information regarding Iraq's method of creating federal entities.

	The Federal Republic of Cameroun[image: External link] operated between 1961 and 1972
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 Proposed federalism




It has been proposed in several unitary states[image: External link] to establish a federal system, for various reasons.
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 China




Main article: Federalism in China[image: External link]


China[image: External link] is the largest unitary state in the world by both population and land area. Although China has had long periods of central rule for centuries, it is often argued that the unitary structure of the Chinese government is far too unwieldy to effectively and equitably manage the country's affairs. On the other hand, Chinese nationalists[image: External link] are suspicious of decentralization as a form of secessionism and a backdoor for national disunity; still others argue that the degree of autonomy given to provincial[image: External link]-level officials in the People's Republic of China amounts to a de facto federalism.
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 Libya




Shortly after the 2011 civil war[image: External link], some people in Cyrenaica[image: External link] (in the eastern region of the country) began to call for the new regime to be federal, with the traditional three regions of Libya[image: External link] (Cyrenaica, Tripolitania[image: External link], and Fezzan[image: External link]) being the constituent units. A group calling itself the "Cyrenaican Transitional Council" issued a declaration of autonomy on 6 March 2012; this move was rejected by the National Transitional Council[image: External link] in Tripoli[image: External link].[31][32][33][34]
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 Philippines




See also: Federalism in the Philippines[image: External link]


The Philippines is a unitary state with some powers devolved to Local Government Units[image: External link] (LGUs) under the terms of the Local Government Code[image: External link]. There is also one autonomous region, the Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao[image: External link]. Over the years various modifications[image: External link] have been proposed to the Constitution of the Philippines[image: External link], including possible transition to a federal system as part of a shift to a parliamentary system[image: External link]. In 2004, Philippine President[image: External link] Gloria Macapagal Arroyo[image: External link] established the Consultative Commission which suggested such a Charter Change but no action was taken by the Philippine Congress[image: External link] to amend the 1987 Constitution.
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 Spain




Spain is a unitary state with a high level of decentralisation, often regarded as a federal system in all but name or a "federation without federalism".[35] The country has been quoted as being "an extraordinarily decentralized country", with the central government accounting for just 18% of public spending,[36] 38% for the regional governments, 13% for the local councils, and the remaining 31% for the social security[image: External link] system.[37] The current Spanish constitution[image: External link] has been implemented in such a way that, in many respects, Spain can be compared to countries which are undeniably federal.[38]

However, in order to manage the tensions present in the Spanish transition to democracy[image: External link], the drafters of the current Spanish constitution avoided giving labels such as 'federal' to the territorial arrangements.[39] Besides, unlike in the federal system, the main taxes are taken centrally from Madrid (except for the Basque Country and Navarre, which were recognized in the Spanish democratic constitution as charter[image: External link] territories drawing from historical reasons) and then distributed to the Autonomous Communities[image: External link].

An explicit and legal recognition of federalism as such is promoted by parties such as Podemos[image: External link], United Left[image: External link] and, more recently, the Spanish Socialist Workers' Party[image: External link]. The Spanish Socialist party has recently considered the idea of enshrining a federal Spain, in part, due to the increase of the Spanish peripheral nationalisms and the Catalan proposal of self-determination referenda[image: External link] for creating a Catalan State[image: External link] in Catalonia[image: External link], either independent or within Spain.[40][41][42]
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 Sri Lanka




Main article: Federalism in Sri Lanka[image: External link]
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 Syria




Main article: Federalization of Syria[image: External link]
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 United Kingdom




The United Kingdom has traditionally been governed as a unitary state[image: External link] by the Westminster Parliament[image: External link] in London[image: External link]. Instead of adopting a federal model, the UK has relied on gradual devolution[image: External link] to decentralise political power. Devolution in the UK began with the Government of Ireland Act 1914[image: External link] which granted home rule[image: External link] to Ireland[image: External link] as a constituent country of the former United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland. Following the partition of Ireland[image: External link] in 1921 which saw the creation of the sovereign Irish Free State (which eventually evolved into the modern day Republic of Ireland), Northern Ireland[image: External link] retained its devolved government through the Parliament of Northern Ireland[image: External link], the only part of the UK to have such a body at this time. This body was suspended in 1972 and Northern Ireland was governed by direct rule[image: External link] during the period of conflict known as The Troubles[image: External link].

In modern times, a process of devolution in the United Kingdom[image: External link] has decentralised power once again. Since the 1997 referendums in Scotland[image: External link] and Wales[image: External link] and the Good Friday Agreement[image: External link] in Northern Ireland[image: External link], three of the four constituent countries of the UK[image: External link] now have some level of autonomy. Government has been devolved to the Scottish Parliament[image: External link], the National Assembly for Wales[image: External link] and the Northern Ireland Assembly[image: External link].[43][44] England[image: External link] does not have its own parliament and English affairs continue to be decided by the Westminster Parliament. In 1998 a set of eight unelected Regional assemblies[image: External link], or chambers, was created to support the English Regional Development Agencies[image: External link], but these were abolished between 2008 and 2010. The Regions of England[image: External link] continue to be used in certain governmental administrative functions.

Critics of devolution often cite the West Lothian question[image: External link], which refers to the voting power of non-English MPs on matters affecting only England in the UK Parliament. Scottish[image: External link] and Welsh nationalism[image: External link] have been increasing in popularity, and since the Scottish independence referendum, 2014[image: External link] there has been a wider debate about the UK adopting a federal system with each of the four home nations[image: External link] having its own, equal devolved legislatures and law-making powers.[45]

UK federal government was proposed as early as 1912 by the Member of Parliament for Dundee[image: External link], Winston Churchill[image: External link], in the context of the legislation for Irish Home Rule. In a speech in Dundee[image: External link] on 12 September, he proposed that England should also be governed by regional parliaments, with power devolved to areas such as Lancashire, Yorkshire, the Midlands and London as part of a federal system of government.[46][47]
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 Federalism as the anarchist and libertarian socialist mode of political organization




Main article: Decentralization § Libertarian socialist decentralization[image: External link]


Anarchists[image: External link] are against the State but are not against political organization or "governance"—so long as it is self-governance utilizing direct democracy[image: External link]. The mode of political organization preferred by anarchists, in general, is federalism or confederalism[image: External link]. However, the anarchist definition of federalism tends to differ from the definition of federalism assumed by pro-state political scientists. The following is a brief description of federalism from section I.5 of An Anarchist FAQ[image: External link]:


	"The social and political structure of anarchy is similar to that of the economic structure, i.e., it is based on a voluntary federation of decentralized, directly democratic policy-making bodies. These are the neighborhood and community assemblies and their confederations. In these grassroots political units, the concept of "self-management" becomes that of "self-government", a form of municipal organisation in which people take back control of their living places from the bureaucratic state and the capitalist class whose interests it serves.

	[...]

	The key to that change, from the anarchist standpoint, is the creation of a network of participatory communities based on self-government through direct, face-to-face democracy in grassroots neighborhood and community assemblies [meetings for discussion, debate, and decision making].

	[...]

	Since not all issues are local, the neighborhood and community assemblies will also elect mandated and re-callable delegates to the larger-scale units of self-government in order to address issues affecting larger areas, such as urban districts, the city or town as a whole, the county, the bio-region, and ultimately the entire planet. Thus the assemblies will confederate at several levels in order to develop and co-ordinate common policies to deal with common problems.

	[...]

	This need for co-operation does not imply a centralized body. To exercise your autonomy by joining self-managing organisations and, therefore, agreeing to abide by the decisions you help make is not a denial of that autonomy (unlike joining a hierarchical structure, where you forsake autonomy within the organisation). In a centralized system, we must stress, power rests at the top and the role of those below is simply to obey (it matters not if those with the power are elected or not, the principle is the same). In a federal system, power is not delegated into the hands of a few (obviously a "federal" government or state is a centralized system). Decisions in a federal system are made at the base of the organisation and flow upwards so ensuring that power remains decentralized in the hands of all. Working together to solve common problems and organize common efforts to reach common goals is not centralization and those who confuse the two make a serious error -- they fail to understand the different relations of authority each generates and confuse obedience with co-operation."[48]
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 Christian Church




See also: Subsidiarity[image: External link]


Federalism also finds expression in ecclesiology[image: External link] (the doctrine[image: External link] of the church[image: External link]). For example, presbyterian church governance[image: External link] resembles parliamentary[image: External link] republicanism[image: External link] (a form of political federalism) to a large extent. In Presbyterian[image: External link] denominations, the local church is ruled by elected elders[image: External link], some of which are ministerial[image: External link]. Each church then sends representatives or commissioners to presbyteries[image: External link] and further to a general assembly[image: External link]. Each greater level of assembly has ruling authority over its constituent members. In this governmental structure, each component has some level of sovereignty over itself. As in political federalism, in presbyterian ecclesiology there is shared sovereignty.

Other ecclesiologies also have significant representational and federalistic components, including the more anarchic congregational ecclesiology[image: External link], and even in more hierarchical episcopal ecclesiology[image: External link].

Some Christians argue that the earliest source of political federalism (or federalism in human institutions; in contrast to theological federalism[image: External link]) is the ecclesiastical[image: External link] federalism found in the Bible[image: External link]. They point to the structure of the early Christian Church[image: External link] as described (and prescribed, as believed by many) in the New Testament[image: External link]. In their arguments, this is particularly demonstrated in the Council of Jerusalem[image: External link], described in Acts[image: External link] chapter 15, where the Apostles[image: External link] and elders[image: External link] gathered together to govern the Church; the Apostles being representatives of the universal Church, and elders being such for the local church. To this day, elements of federalism can be found in almost every Christian denomination, some more than others.
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 Constitutional structure
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 Division of powers




Not to be confused with separation of powers[image: External link].

In a federation, the division of power between federal and regional governments is usually outlined in the constitution[image: External link]. Almost every country allows some degree of regional self-government, in federations the right to self-government of the component states is constitutionally entrenched. Component states often also possess their own constitutions which they may amend as they see fit, although in the event of conflict the federal constitution usually takes precedence.

In almost all federations the central government enjoys the powers of foreign policy and national defense as exclusive federal powers[image: External link]. Were this not the case a federation would not be a single sovereign state, per the UN definition. Notably, the states of Germany[image: External link] retain the right to act on their own behalf at an international level, a condition originally granted in exchange for the Kingdom of Bavaria[image: External link]'s agreement to join the German Empire[image: External link] in 1871. Beyond this the precise division of power varies from one nation to another. The constitutions of Germany[image: External link] and the United States[image: External link] provide that all powers not specifically granted to the federal government are retained by the states. The Constitution of some countries like Canada[image: External link] and India[image: External link], on the other hand, state that powers not explicitly granted to the provincial governments are retained by the federal government. Much like the US system, the Australian Constitution allocates to the Federal government (the Commonwealth of Australia) the power to make laws about certain specified matters which were considered too difficult for the States to manage, so that the States retain all other areas of responsibility. Under the division of powers of the European Union in the Lisbon Treaty, powers which are not either exclusively of European competence or shared between EU and state as concurrent powers[image: External link] are retained by the constituent states.

Where every component state of a federation possesses the same powers, we are said to find 'symmetric federalism'. Asymmetric federalism[image: External link] exists where states are granted different powers, or some possess greater autonomy than others do. This is often done in recognition of the existence of a distinct culture in a particular region or regions. In Spain, the Basques[image: External link] and Catalans[image: External link], as well as the Galicians, spearheaded a historic movement to have their national specificity recognized, crystallizing in the "historical communities" such as Navarre[image: External link], Galicia[image: External link], Catalonia[image: External link], and the Basque Country[image: External link]. They have more powers than the later expanded arrangement for other Spanish regions, or the Spain of the autonomous communities[image: External link] (called also the "coffee for everyone" arrangement), partly to deal with their separate identity and to appease peripheral nationalist leanings, partly out of respect to specific rights they had held[image: External link] earlier in history. However, strictly speaking Spain is not a federalism, but a decentralized administrative organization of the state.

It is common that during the historical evolution of a federation there is a gradual movement of power from the component states to the centre, as the federal government acquires additional powers, sometimes to deal with unforeseen circumstances. The acquisition of new powers by a federal government may occur through formal constitutional amendment or simply through a broadening of the interpretation of a government's existing constitutional powers given by the courts.

Usually, a federation is formed at two levels: the central government and the regions (states, provinces, territories), and little to nothing is said about second or third level administrative political entities. Brazil is an exception, because the 1988 Constitution included the municipalities as autonomous political entities making the federation tripartite, encompassing the Union, the States, and the municipalities. Each state is divided into municipalities (municípios) with their own legislative council (câmara de vereadores) and a mayor (prefeito), which are partly autonomous from both Federal and State Government. Each municipality has a "little constitution", called "organic law" (lei orgânica). Mexico[image: External link] is an intermediate case, in that municipalities are granted full-autonomy by the federal constitution and their existence as autonomous entities (municipio libre, "free municipality") is established by the federal government and cannot be revoked by the states' constitutions. Moreover, the federal constitution determines which powers and competencies belong exclusively to the municipalities and not to the constituent states[image: External link]. However, municipalities do not have an elected legislative assembly.

Federations often employ the paradox[image: External link] of being a union of states, while still being states (or having aspects of statehood) in themselves. For example, James Madison (author of the US Constitution[image: External link]) wrote in Federalist Paper No. 39[image: External link] that the US Constitution "is in strictness neither a national nor a federal constitution; but a composition of both. In its foundation, it is federal, not national; in the sources from which the ordinary powers of the Government are drawn, it is partly federal, and partly national..." This stems from the fact that states in the US maintain all sovereignty[image: External link] that they do not yield to the federation by their own consent. This was reaffirmed by the Tenth Amendment to the United States Constitution[image: External link], which reserves all powers and rights that are not delegated to the Federal Government as left to the States and to the people.
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 Bicameralism




The structures of most federal governments incorporate mechanisms to protect the rights of component states. One method, known as 'intrastate federalism', is to directly represent the governments of component states in federal political institutions. Where a federation has a bicameral[image: External link] legislature the upper house is often used to represent the component states while the lower house represents the people of the nation as a whole. A federal upper house may be based on a special scheme of apportionment[image: External link], as is the case in the senates[image: External link] of the United States and Australia, where each state is represented by an equal number of senators irrespective of the size of its population.

Alternatively, or in addition to this practice, the members of an upper house may be indirectly elected by the government or legislature of the component states, as occurred in the United States prior to 1913, or be actual members or delegates of the state governments, as, for example, is the case in the German Bundesrat[image: External link] and in the Council of the European Union[image: External link]. The lower house of a federal legislature is usually directly elected, with apportionment in proportion to population, although states may sometimes still be guaranteed a certain minimum number of seats.
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 Intergovernmental relations




In Canada, the provincial governments represent regional interests and negotiate directly with the central government. A First Ministers conference[image: External link] of the prime minister and the provincial premiers is the de facto highest political forum in the land, although it is not mentioned in the constitution.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Constitutional change




Federations often have special procedures for amendment of the federal constitution. As well as reflecting the federal structure of the state this may guarantee that the self-governing status of the component states cannot be abolished without their consent. An amendment to the constitution of the United States must be ratified by three-quarters of either the state legislatures, or of constitutional conventions specially elected in each of the states, before it can come into effect. In referendums to amend the constitutions of Australia and Switzerland it is required that a proposal be endorsed not just by an overall majority of the electorate in the nation as a whole, but also by separate majorities in each of a majority of the states or cantons. In Australia, this latter requirement is known as a double majority.

Some federal constitutions also provide that certain constitutional amendments cannot occur without the unanimous consent of all states or of a particular state. The US constitution provides that no state may be deprived of equal representation in the senate without its consent. In Australia, if a proposed amendment will specifically impact one or more states, then it must be endorsed in the referendum held in each of those states. Any amendment to the Canadian constitution that would modify the role of the monarchy[image: External link] would require unanimous consent of the provinces. The German Basic Law[image: External link] provides that no amendment is admissible at all that would abolish the federal system.
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 Other technical terms





	
Fiscal federalism[image: External link] – the relative financial positions and the financial relations between the levels of government in a federal system.

	Formal federalism (or 'constitutional federalism') – the delineation of powers is specified in a written constitution, which may or may not correspond to the actual operation of the system in practice.

	
Executive federalism[image: External link] refers in the English-speaking tradition to the intergovernmental relationships between the executive branches of the levels of government in a federal system and in the continental European tradition to the way constituent units 'execute' or administer laws made centrally.
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 Federalism as a political philosophy




Main article: Federalist[image: External link]


The meaning of federalism, as a political movement, and of what constitutes a 'federalist', varies with country and historical context.[citation needed[image: External link]] Movements associated with the establishment or development of federations can exhibit either centralising or decentralising trends.[citation needed[image: External link]] For example, at the time those nations were being established, factions known as "federalists" in the United States and Australia advocated the formation of strong central government. Similarly, in European Union politics, federalists mostly seek greater EU integration. In contrast, in Spain and in post-war Germany, federal movements have sought decentralisation: the transfer of power from central authorities to local units. In Canada, where Quebec separatism has been a political force for several decades, the "federalist" impulse aims to keep Quebec inside Canada.
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 Federalism as a conflict reducing device




Federalism, and other forms of territorial autonomy, is generally seen as a useful way to structure political systems in order to prevent violence among different groups within countries because it allows certain groups to legislate at the subnational level.[49] Some scholars have suggested, however, that federalism can divide countries and result in state collapse because it creates proto-states.[50] Still others have shown that federalism is only divisive when it lacks mechanisms that encourage political parties to compete across regional boundaries.[51]
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 See also






	Consociationalism[image: External link]

	Cooperative federalism[image: External link]

	Democratic World Federalists[image: External link]

	Federal Union[image: External link]

	Layer cake federalism[image: External link]

	Pillarisation[image: External link]

	States' rights[image: External link]

	Union of Utrecht[image: External link]

	World Federalist Movement[image: External link]
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Constitutional Monarchy






A constitutional monarchy (also known as a parliamentary monarchy) is a form of monarchy[image: External link] in which the sovereign[image: External link] exercises their authorities in accordance with a written or unwritten constitution[image: External link].[1] Constitutional monarchy differs from absolute monarchy[image: External link] (in which a monarch holds absolute power), in that constitutional monarchs are bound to exercise their powers and authorities within the limits prescribed within an established legal framework. Constitutional monarchies range from countries such as Morocco[image: External link], where the constitution grants substantial discretionary powers to the sovereign, to countries such as Sweden[image: External link] or Denmark[image: External link] where the monarch retains very few formal authorities.

A constitutional monarchy may refer to a system in which the monarch acts as a non-party political head of state[image: External link] under the constitution[image: External link], whether written or unwritten[image: External link].[2] While most monarchs may hold formal authority and the government may legally operate in the monarch's name, in the form typical in Europe the monarch no longer personally sets public policy[image: External link] or chooses political leaders. Political scientist Vernon Bogdanor[image: External link], paraphrasing Thomas Macaulay[image: External link], has defined a constitutional monarch as "a sovereign who reigns but does not rule".[3]

In addition to acting as a visible symbol of national unity[image: External link], a constitutional monarch may hold formal powers such as dissolving parliament[image: External link] or giving royal assent[image: External link] to legislation. However, the exercise of such powers is largely strictly in accordance with either written constitutional principles or unwritten constitutional conventions, rather than any personal political preference imposed by the sovereign. In The English Constitution[image: External link], British political theorist Walter Bagehot[image: External link] identified three main political rights which a constitutional monarch may freely exercise: the right to be consulted, the right to encourage, and the right to warn. Many constitutional monarchies still retain significant authorities or political influence however, such as through certain reserve powers, and may also play an important political role.

The United Kingdom and the other Commonwealth realms[image: External link] are all constitutional monarchies in the Westminster tradition[image: External link] of constitutional governance. Three states – Malaysia[image: External link], Cambodia[image: External link] and the Holy See[image: External link] – are elective monarchies[image: External link], wherein the ruler is periodically selected by a small electoral college[image: External link].
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 History




The oldest constitutional monarchy dating back to ancient times was that of the Hittites[image: External link]. They were an ancient Anatolian people[image: External link] that lived during the Bronze Age whose king or queen had to share their authority with an assembly, called Panku, equivalent to a modern-day deliberative assembly of a legislature. These were scattered noble families that worked as representatives of their subjects in an adjutant or subaltern federal-type landscape.[4][5]

The most recent country to move from an absolute monarchy to a constitutional monarchy was Bhutan[image: External link], between 2007 and 2008 (see Politics of Bhutan[image: External link], Constitution of Bhutan[image: External link] and Bhutanese democracy[image: External link]).
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 Constitutional and absolute monarchy
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 England and the United Kingdom




In the Kingdom of England[image: External link], the Glorious Revolution[image: External link] of 1688 led to a constitutional monarchy restricted by laws such as the Bill of Rights 1689[image: External link] and the Act of Settlement 1701[image: External link], although limits on the power of the monarch ('a limited monarchy') are much older than that (see Magna Carta[image: External link]). At the same time, in Scotland[image: External link] the Convention of Estates[image: External link] enacted the Claim of Right Act 1689[image: External link], which placed similar limits on the Scottish monarchy.

Although Queen Anne[image: External link] was the last monarch to veto an Act of Parliament when in 1707 she blocked the Scottish Militia Bill[image: External link], Hanoverian monarchs continued to selectively dictate government policies. For instance George III[image: External link] constantly blocked Catholic Emancipation[image: External link], eventually precipitating the resignation of William Pitt the Younger[image: External link] as Prime Minister in 1801.[6] The sovereign's influence on the choice of Prime Minister gradually declined over this period, William IV[image: External link] being the last monarch to dismiss a Prime Minister, when in 1834 he removed Lord Melbourne[image: External link] as a result of Melbourne's choice of Lord John Russell[image: External link] as Leader of the House of Commons.[7][8] Queen Victoria[image: External link] was the last monarch to exercise real personal power but this diminished over the course of her reign. In 1839 she became the last sovereign to keep a Prime Minister in power against the will of Parliament when the Bedchamber crisis[image: External link] resulted in the retention of Lord Melbourne's administration.[9] By the end of her reign, however, she could do nothing to block the unacceptable (to her) premierships of William Gladstone[image: External link], although she still exercised power in appointments to the Cabinet, for example in 1886 preventing Gladstone's choice of Hugh Childers[image: External link] as War Secretary in favor of Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman[image: External link].[10]

Today, the role of the British monarch is by convention effectively ceremonial.[11] Instead, the British Parliament[image: External link] and the Government[image: External link] – chiefly in the office of Prime Minister[image: External link] – exercise their powers under 'Royal (or Crown) Prerogative'[image: External link]: on behalf of the monarch and through powers still formally possessed by the Monarch.[12][13]

No person may accept significant public office without swearing an oath of allegiance to the Queen[image: External link].[14] With few exceptions, the monarch is bound by constitutional convention[image: External link] to act on the advice[image: External link] of the Government.
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 Continental Europe




Constitutional monarchy originated in continental Europe, with Poland developing the first constitution for a monarchy with the Constitution of May 3, 1791[image: External link]; it was the third constitution in the world just after the first republican Constitution of the United States[image: External link]. Constitutional monarchy also occurred briefly in the early years of the French Revolution[image: External link], but much more widely afterwards. Napoleon Bonaparte[image: External link] is considered the first monarch proclaiming himself as an embodiment of the nation, rather than as a divinely-appointed ruler; this interpretation of monarchy is germane to continental constitutional monarchies. German philosopher Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel[image: External link], in his work Elements of the Philosophy of Right[image: External link] (1820), gave the concept a philosophical justification that concurred with evolving contemporary political theory and the Protestant[image: External link] Christian view of natural law.[15] Hegel's forecast of a constitutional monarch with very limited powers whose function is to embody the national character and provide constitutional continuity in times of emergency was reflected in the development of constitutional monarchies in Europe and Japan.[16]
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 Modern constitutional monarchy




As originally conceived, a constitutional monarch was head of the executive branch[image: External link] and quite a powerful figure even though his or her power was limited by the constitution and the elected parliament. Some of the framers of the US Constitution may have envisioned the president as an elected constitutional monarch, as the term was then understood, following Montesquieu's[image: External link] account of the separation of powers.[17]

The present-day concept of a constitutional monarchy developed in the United Kingdom, where the democratically elected parliaments, and their leader, the prime minister[image: External link], exercise power, with the monarchs having ceded power and remaining as a titular position. In many cases the monarchs, while still at the very top of the political and social hierarchy, were given the status of "servants of the people" to reflect the new, egalitarian position. In the course of France[image: External link]'s July Monarchy[image: External link], Louis-Philippe I[image: External link] was styled "King of the French" rather than "King of France."

Following the Unification of Germany[image: External link], Otto von Bismarck[image: External link] rejected the British model. In the constitutional monarchy established under the Constitution of the German Empire[image: External link] which Bismarck inspired, the Kaiser[image: External link] retained considerable actual executive power, while the Imperial Chancellor[image: External link] needed no parliamentary vote of confidence and ruled solely by the imperial mandate. However this model of constitutional monarchy was discredited and abolished following Germany's defeat in the First World War[image: External link]. Later, Fascist Italy[image: External link] could also be considered as a constitutional monarchy, in that there was a king[image: External link] as the titular head of state while actual power was held by Benito Mussolini[image: External link] under a constitution. This eventually discredited the Italian monarchy and led to its abolition in 1946. After the Second World War, surviving European monarchies almost invariably adopted some variant of the constitutional monarchy model originally developed in Britain.

Nowadays a parliamentary democracy[image: External link] that is a constitutional monarchy is considered to differ from one that is a republic only in detail rather than in substance. In both cases, the titular head of state—monarch or president—serves the traditional role of embodying and representing the nation, while the government is carried on by a cabinet composed predominantly of elected Members of Parliament[image: External link].

However, three important factors distinguish monarchies such as the United Kingdom from systems where greater power might otherwise rest with Parliament[image: External link]. These are: the Royal Prerogative[image: External link] under which the monarch may exercise power under certain very limited circumstances; Sovereign Immunity[image: External link] under which the monarch may do no wrong under the law because the responsible government is instead deemed accountable; and the monarch may not be subject to the same taxation or property use restrictions as most citizens. Other privileges may be nominal or ceremonial (e.g., where the executive, judiciary, police or armed forces act on the authority of or owe allegiance[image: External link] to the Crown).

Today slightly more than a quarter of constitutional monarchies are Western European[image: External link] countries, including the United Kingdom, the Netherlands[image: External link], Belgium[image: External link], Norway[image: External link], Denmark[image: External link], Spain[image: External link], Luxembourg[image: External link], Monaco[image: External link], Liechtenstein[image: External link] and Sweden[image: External link]. However, the two most populous constitutional monarchies in the world are in Asia: Japan[image: External link] and Thailand[image: External link]. In these countries the prime minister[image: External link] holds the day-to-day powers of governance, while the monarch retains residual (but not always insignificant) powers. The powers of the monarch differ between countries. In Denmark and in Belgium, for example, the Monarch formally appoints a representative to preside over the creation of a coalition government[image: External link] following a parliamentary election, while in Norway the King chairs special meetings of the cabinet[image: External link].

In nearly all cases, the monarch is still the nominal chief executive, but is bound by convention to act on the advice of the Cabinet. Only a few monarchies (most notably Japan[image: External link] and Sweden) have amended their constitutions so that the monarch is no longer even the nominal chief executive.

There are sixteen constitutional monarchies under Queen Elizabeth II, which are known as Commonwealth realms[image: External link].[18] Unlike some of their continental European counterparts, the Monarch and her Governors-General in the Commonwealth realms hold significant "reserve" or "prerogative" powers, to be wielded in times of extreme emergency or constitutional crises, usually to uphold parliamentary government. An instance of a Governor-General exercising such power occurred during the 1975 Australian constitutional crisis, when the Australian Prime Minister, Gough Whitlam, was dismissed by the Governor-General. The Australian senate had threatened to block the Government's budget[image: External link] by refusing to pass the necessary appropriation bills. On November 11, 1975, Whitlam intended to call a half-Senate election in an attempt to break the deadlock. When he sought the Governor-General's approval of the election, the Governor-General instead dismissed him as Prime Minister, and shortly thereafter installed leader of the opposition Malcolm Fraser[image: External link] in his place. Acting quickly before all parliamentarians became aware of the change of government, Fraser and his allies secured passage of the appropriation bills, and the Governor-General dissolved Parliament for a double dissolution election. Fraser and his government were returned with a massive majority. This led to much speculation among Whitlam's supporters as to whether this use of the Governor-General's reserve powers was appropriate, and whether Australia should become a republic[image: External link]. Among supporters of constitutional monarchy, however, the experience confirmed the value of the monarchy as a source of checks and balances against elected politicians who might seek powers in excess of those conferred by the constitution, and ultimately as a safeguard against dictatorship.

In Thailand's constitutional monarchy, the monarch is recognized as the Head of State, Head of the Armed Forces, Upholder of the Buddhist Religion, and Defender of the Faith. The former King, Bhumibol Adulyadej[image: External link], was the longest reigning monarch in the world and in all of Thailand's history, prior to passing away on 13 October 2016.[19] Bhumibol has reigned through several political changes in the Thai government. He has played an influential role in each incident, often acting as mediator between disputing political opponents. (See Bhumibol's role in Thai Politics[image: External link].) Among the powers retained by the monarch under the constitution, lèse majesté[image: External link] protects the image of the monarch and enables him to play a role in politics. It carries strict criminal penalties for violators. Generally, the Thai people are reverent of Bhumibol. Much of his social influence arises from this reverence and from the socio-economic improvement efforts undertaken by the royal family.

In both the United Kingdom and elsewhere, a frequent debate centers on when it is appropriate for a monarch to use his or her political powers. When a monarch does act, political controversy can often ensue, partially because the neutrality of the crown is seen to be compromised in favor of a partisan[image: External link] goal, while some political scientists[image: External link] champion the idea of an "interventionist monarch" as a check against possible illegal action by politicians. For instance, the monarch of the United Kingdom can theoretically exercise an absolute veto over legislation by withholding royal assent. However, no monarch has done so since 1708, and it is widely believed that this and many of the monarch's other political powers are lapsed powers[image: External link].

There are currently 44 monarchies, and most of them are constitutional monarchies.
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 List of current constitutional monarchies




See also: List of current monarchies[image: External link]




	Antigua and Barbuda

	
  Aruba[image: External link]


	Australia[image: External link]

	Bahamas

	
  Bahrain[image: External link]


	Barbados

	
  Belgium[image: External link]


	Belize

	
  Bhutan[image: External link]


	
  Cambodia[image: External link]


	Canada

	
  Curaçao[image: External link]


	
  Denmark[image: External link]


	Grenada

	Jamaica

	
  Japan[image: External link]


	
  Jordan[image: External link]


	
 Lesotho


	
  Liechtenstein[image: External link]


	
  Luxembourg[image: External link]


	
  Kuwait[image: External link]


	
  Malaysia[image: External link]


	
  Monaco[image: External link]


	
  Morocco[image: External link]


	Netherlands[image: External link]

	New Zealand[image: External link]

	
  Norway[image: External link]


	Papua New Guinea

	
 Saint Kitts and Nevis[image: External link]


	Saint Lucia

	
 Saint Vincent and the Grenadines


	
 Sint Maarten


	Solomon Islands

	
 Spain


	
 Sweden


	
 Thailand


	
 Tonga


	Tuvalu

	
 United Kingdom
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 Former constitutional monarchies





	The Anglo-Corsican Kingdom[image: External link] was a brief period in the history of Corsica[image: External link] (1794–1796) when the island broke with Revolutionary France[image: External link] and sought military protection from Great Britain. Corsica became an independent kingdom under George III[image: External link] of the United Kingdom, but with its own elected parliament and a written constitution guaranteeing local autonomy and democratic rights.

	
Brazil from 1822, with the proclamation of independence and rise of the Empire of Brazil[image: External link] by Pedro I of Brazil[image: External link] to 1889, when Pedro II[image: External link] was deposed by a military coup.

	
Kingdom of Bulgaria[image: External link] until 1946 when Tsar Simeon[image: External link] was deposed by the communist assembly.

	Many Commonwealth republics[image: External link] were constitutional monarchies for some period after their independence, including Fiji[image: External link] (1970–87), Gambia[image: External link] (1965–70), Ghana[image: External link] (1957–60), Guyana[image: External link] (1966–70), and Trinidad and Tobago[image: External link] (1962–76).

	The Grand Principality of Finland[image: External link] was a constitutional monarchy though its ruler, Alexander I[image: External link], was simultaneously an autocrat[image: External link] and absolute ruler[image: External link] in Russia.

	
France[image: External link], several times during the 19th century. Napoléon Bonaparte[image: External link] proclaimed himself Emperor of the French in what was ostensibly a constitutional monarchy, though modern historians often coin his reign as an absolute monarchy.[citation needed[image: External link]] The Bourbon Restoration[image: External link] (under Louis XVIII[image: External link] and Charles X[image: External link]), the July Monarchy[image: External link] (under Louis-Philippe[image: External link]), and the Second Empire[image: External link] (under Napoleon III[image: External link]) were also constitutional monarchies, although the power of the monarch varied considerably between them.

	The German Empire[image: External link] from 1871 to 1918, (as well as earlier confederations, and the monarchies it consisted of) was also a constitutional monarchy—see Constitution of the German Empire[image: External link].

	
Greece[image: External link] until 1973 when Constantine II[image: External link] was deposed by the military government[image: External link]. The decision was formalized by a plebiscite[image: External link] December 8, 1974.

	
Hawaii[image: External link], which was an absolute monarchy from its founding in 1810, transitioned to a constitutional monarchy in 1840 when King Kamehameha III[image: External link] promulgated the kingdom's first constitution[image: External link]. This constitutional form of government continued until the monarchy was overthrown in 1893 in American conspiracy[image: External link].

	The Kingdom of Hungary[image: External link]. In 1848–1849 and 1867–1918 as part of Austria-Hungary[image: External link]. In the interwar period (1920–1944) Hungary remained a constitutional monarchy without a reigning monarch.

	
Iceland. The Act of Union, a December 1, 1918 agreement with Denmark, established Iceland as a sovereign kingdom[image: External link] united with Denmark under a common king. Iceland abolished the monarchy and became a republic on June 17, 1944 after the Icelandic constitutional referendum, May 24, 1944.

	
Iran[image: External link] under Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi[image: External link] was a constitutional monarchy, which had been originally established during the Persian Constitutional Revolution[image: External link] in 1906.

	
Italy[image: External link] until June 2, 1946, when a referendum proclaimed the end of the Kingdom and the beginning of the Republic.

	
Korean Empire[image: External link][citation needed[image: External link]] proclaimed in October 1897 to the Annexation of Korea by Japan on August 20, 1910. It succeeded the Joseon Dynasty.

	The Kingdom of Laos[image: External link] was a constitutional monarchy until 1975, when Sisavang Vatthana[image: External link] was forced to abdicate by the communist Pathet Lao[image: External link].

	
Malta was a constitutional monarchy with Elizabeth II as Queen of Malta, represented by a Governor-General appointed by her, for the first ten years of independence from 21 September 1964 to the declaration of the Republic of Malta on 13 December 1974.

	
Mexico[image: External link] was twice an Empire. The First Mexican Empire[image: External link] was from July 21, 1822, to March 19, 1823, with Agustín de Iturbide[image: External link] serving as emperor. Then, with the help of the Austrian and Spanish crowns, Napoleon III of France[image: External link] installed Maximilian of Habsburg[image: External link] as Emperor of Mexico[image: External link]. This attempt to create a European-style monarchy lasted three years, from 1864 to 1867.

	
Montenegro[image: External link] until 1918 when it merged with Serbia[image: External link] and other areas to form Yugoslavia[image: External link].

	
Nepal[image: External link] until May 28, 2008, when King Gyanendra[image: External link] was deposed, and the Federal Democratic Republic of Nepal was declared.

	
Ottoman Empire[image: External link] from 1876 till 1878 and again from 1908 until the dissolution of the empire in 1922.

	The Kingdom of Afghanistan[image: External link] was a constitutional monarchy under Mohammad Zahir Shah[image: External link] until 1973.

	The Polish–Lithuanian Commonwealth[image: External link], formed after the Union of Lublin[image: External link] in 1569 and lasting until the final partition of the state in 1795, operated much like many modern European constitutional monarchies (into which it was officially changed by the establishment of the Constitution of May 3, 1791[image: External link], which historian Norman Davies[image: External link] calls "the first constitution of its kind in Europe").[20] The legislators of the unified state truly did not see it as a monarchy at all, but as a republic under the presidency of the King. Poland–Lithuania also followed the principle of "Rex regnat et non gubernat", had a bicameral parliament, and a collection of entrenched legal documents amounting to a constitution along the lines of the modern United Kingdom. The King was elected, and had the duty of maintaining the people's rights.

	
Portugal was a monarchy since 1139 and a constitutional monarchy from 1822 to 1828, and again from 1834 until 1910, when Manuel II[image: External link] was overthrown by a military coup. From 1815 to 1825 it was part of the United Kingdom of Portugal, Brazil and the Algarves[image: External link] which was a constitutional monarchy for the years 1820–23.

	
Kingdom of Romania[image: External link] From its establishment in 1881 until 1947 when Michael I[image: External link] was forced to abdicate by the communists.

	
Kingdom of Serbia[image: External link] until 1918, when it merged with the State of Slovenes, Croats and Serbs into the unitary Yugoslav Kingdom, that was led by the Serbian Karadjordjevic[image: External link] dynasty.

	
Yugoslavia[image: External link] from 1918 (as Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes[image: External link]) until 1929 and from then (as Kingdom of Yugoslavia[image: External link]) until 1944 when under pressure from the Allies Peter II[image: External link] recognized the communist government.
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 Unique constitutional monarchies





	
Andorra[image: External link] is the only monarchy where the head of state is vested jointly in two individuals[image: External link] ("Co-Princes"): the Bishop of Urgell[image: External link] and the President of France[image: External link].

	
Andorra[image: External link], Monaco[image: External link] and Liechtenstein[image: External link] are the only countries with a reigning Prince[image: External link].

	
Belgium[image: External link] is the only explicit popular monarchy[image: External link], the formal title of its King[image: External link] being King of the Belgians rather than King of Belgium.

	
Japan[image: External link] is the only country remaining with an Emperor[image: External link].

	
Luxembourg[image: External link] is the only country with a Grand Duke[image: External link].

	
Malaysia[image: External link] is the only federal[image: External link] country with an elective monarchy[image: External link], the Yang di-Pertuan Agong[image: External link], being selected from among nine state[image: External link] rulers who are also constitutional monarchs themselves.
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 See also





	Australian Monarchist League[image: External link]

	Monarchism[image: External link]

	Figurehead[image: External link]
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	Elizabeth II



	



Queen of the United Kingdom and

the other Commonwealth realms[image: External link]



	




	Australia[image: External link]
	1952–present




	Canada
	1952–present




	New Zealand[image: External link]
	1952–present




	Jamaica
	1962–present




	Barbados
	1966–present




	The Bahamas
	1973–present




	Grenada
	1974–present




	Papua New Guinea
	1975–present




	Solomon Islands
	1978–present




	Tuvalu
	1978–present




	St. Lucia
	1979–present




	
St. Vincent and

the Grenadines


	1979–present




	Belize
	1981–present




	Antigua and Barbuda
	1981–present




	St. Kitts and Nevis
	1983–present




	Pakistan[image: External link]
	1952–1956



	South Africa
	1952–1961



	Ceylon
	1952–1972



	Ghana
	1957–1960



	Nigeria
	1960–1963



	Sierra Leone
	1961–1971



	Tanganyika
	1961–1962



	Trinidad and Tobago
	1962–1976



	Uganda
	1962–1963



	Kenya
	1963–1964



	Malawi
	1964–1966



	Malta
	1964–1974



	The Gambia
	1965–1970



	Guyana
	1966–1970



	Mauritius
	1968–1992



	Fiji
	1970–1987
















	Reign
	6 February 1952 – present



	Coronation[image: External link]
	2 June 1953



	Predecessor[image: External link]
	George VI[image: External link]



	Heir apparent[image: External link]
	Charles, Prince of Wales[image: External link]



	Prime Ministers
	See list[image: External link]



	






	Born
	21 April 1926 (age 91)

17 Bruton Street, Mayfair[image: External link], London[image: External link], England[image: External link], UK



	Spouse
	Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh[image: External link] (m. 1947)



	Issue

Detail

	


	Charles, Prince of Wales[image: External link]

	Anne, Princess Royal[image: External link]

	Prince Andrew, Duke of York[image: External link]

	Prince Edward, Earl of Wessex[image: External link]









	


	Full name



	Elizabeth Alexandra Mary








	House[image: External link]
	Windsor[image: External link]



	Father
	George VI[image: External link]



	Mother
	Elizabeth Bowes-Lyon[image: External link]



	Signature






	
Royal family of

the United Kingdom[image: External link] and the

other Commonwealth realms[image: External link]




	

	
HM The Queen

HRH The Duke of Edinburgh[image: External link]

	
HRH The Prince of Wales[image: External link]

HRH The Duchess of Cornwall[image: External link]

	
HRH The Duke of Cambridge[image: External link]

HRH The Duchess of Cambridge[image: External link]

	HRH Prince George of Cambridge[image: External link]

	HRH Princess Charlotte of Cambridge[image: External link]





	HRH Prince Henry of Wales[image: External link]





	
HRH The Duke of York[image: External link]

	HRH Princess Beatrice of York[image: External link]

	HRH Princess Eugenie of York[image: External link]





	
HRH The Earl of Wessex[image: External link]

HRH The Countess of Wessex[image: External link]


	HRH The Princess Royal[image: External link]










	
HRH The Duke of Gloucester[image: External link]

HRH The Duchess of Gloucester[image: External link]


	
HRH The Duke of Kent[image: External link]

HRH The Duchess of Kent[image: External link]


	
HRH Prince Michael of Kent[image: External link]

HRH Princess Michael of Kent[image: External link]


	HRH Princess Alexandra[image: External link]







	


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]










Elizabeth II (Elizabeth Alexandra Mary; born 21 April 1926[a]) has been Queen[image: External link] of the United Kingdom, Canada, Australia, and New Zealand since 6 February 1952. She is Head of the Commonwealth[image: External link] and Queen of 12 countries that have become independent since her accession: Jamaica, Barbados[image: External link], the Bahamas, Grenada, Papua New Guinea, Solomon Islands, Tuvalu, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Belize, Antigua and Barbuda[image: External link], and Saint Kitts and Nevis[image: External link].[b]

Elizabeth was born in London as the elder child of the Duke and Duchess of York, later King George VI[image: External link] and Queen Elizabeth[image: External link], and she was educated privately at home. Her father acceded to the throne on the abdication[image: External link] of his brother Edward VIII[image: External link] in 1936, from which time she was the heir presumptive[image: External link]. She began to undertake public duties during the Second World War, serving in the Auxiliary Territorial Service[image: External link]. In 1947, she married Philip, Duke of Edinburgh[image: External link], a former prince of Greece and Denmark, with whom she has four children: Charles, Prince of Wales[image: External link]; Anne, Princess Royal[image: External link]; Prince Andrew, Duke of York[image: External link]; and Prince Edward, Earl of Wessex[image: External link].

Elizabeth's many historic visits and meetings include a state visit to the Republic of Ireland[image: External link] and visits to or from five popes. She has seen major constitutional changes, such as devolution[image: External link] in the United Kingdom, Canadian patriation[image: External link], and the decolonisation of Africa[image: External link]. She has reigned through various wars and conflicts involving many of her realms[image: External link]. She is the world's oldest reigning monarch[image: External link] as well as Britain's longest-lived[image: External link]. In 2015, she surpassed the reign of her great-great-grandmother, Queen Victoria[image: External link], to become the longest-reigning British monarch[image: External link] and the longest-reigning queen regnant[image: External link] and female head of state[image: External link] in world history. In October 2016, she became the longest currently reigning monarch[image: External link] and head of state[image: External link] following the death of King Bhumibol Adulyadej[image: External link] of Thailand.

Times of personal significance have included the births and marriages of her children, her coronation in 1953[image: External link], and the celebration of milestones such as her Silver[image: External link], Golden[image: External link], and Diamond[image: External link] Jubilees in 1977, 2002, and 2012, respectively. In 2017 she became the first British monarch to commemorate a Sapphire Jubilee[image: External link]. Moments of sadness for her include the death of her father in 1952 at age 56; the assassination of Prince Philip's uncle Lord Mountbatten[image: External link] in 1979; the breakdown of her children's marriages in 1992 (her annus horribilis[image: External link]); the death in 1997 of her son's former wife, Diana, Princess of Wales[image: External link]; and the deaths of her mother and sister[image: External link] in 2002. Elizabeth has occasionally faced republican[image: External link] sentiments and press criticism of the royal family[image: External link]; however, support for the monarchy remains high, as does her personal popularity.
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 Early life




Elizabeth was born at 02:40 ( GMT[image: External link]) on 21 April 1926, during the reign of her paternal grandfather, King George V[image: External link]. Her father, Prince Albert, Duke of York[image: External link] (later King George VI), was the second son of the King. Her mother, Elizabeth, Duchess of York[image: External link] (later Queen Elizabeth), was the youngest daughter of Scottish aristocrat Claude Bowes-Lyon, 14th Earl of Strathmore and Kinghorne[image: External link]. She was delivered by Caesarean section[image: External link] at her maternal grandfather's London house: 17 Bruton Street, Mayfair[image: External link].[2] She was baptised[image: External link] by the Anglican Archbishop of York[image: External link], Cosmo Gordon Lang[image: External link], in the private chapel of Buckingham Palace[image: External link] on 29 May,[3][c] and named Elizabeth after her mother, Alexandra after George V's mother[image: External link], who had died six months earlier, and Mary after her paternal grandmother[image: External link].[5] Called "Lilibet" by her close family,[6] based on what she called herself at first,[7] she was cherished by her grandfather George V, and during his serious illness in 1929 her regular visits were credited in the popular press and by later biographers with raising his spirits and aiding his recovery.[8]

Elizabeth's only sibling, Princess Margaret[image: External link], was born in 1930. The two princesses were educated at home under the supervision of their mother and their governess[image: External link], Marion Crawford[image: External link], who was casually known as "Crawfie".[9] Lessons concentrated on history, language, literature and music.[10] Crawford published a biography of Elizabeth and Margaret's childhood years entitled The Little Princesses in 1950, much to the dismay of the royal family.[11] The book describes Elizabeth's love of horses and dogs, her orderliness, and her attitude of responsibility.[12] Others echoed such observations: Winston Churchill[image: External link] described Elizabeth when she was two as "a character. She has an air of authority and reflectiveness astonishing in an infant."[13] Her cousin Margaret Rhodes[image: External link] described her as "a jolly little girl, but fundamentally sensible and well-behaved".[14]
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 Heir presumptive




During her grandfather's reign, Elizabeth was third in the line of succession to the throne[image: External link], behind her uncle Edward, Prince of Wales[image: External link], and her father, the Duke of York. Although her birth generated public interest, she was not expected to become queen, as the Prince of Wales was still young. Many people believed that he would marry and have children of his own.[15] When her grandfather died in 1936 and her uncle succeeded as Edward VIII, she became second-in-line to the throne, after her father. Later that year, Edward abdicated[image: External link], after his proposed marriage to divorced socialite Wallis Simpson[image: External link] provoked a constitutional crisis.[16] Consequently, Elizabeth's father became king, and she became heir presumptive[image: External link]. If her parents had had a later son, she would have lost her position as first-in-line, as her brother would have been heir apparent[image: External link] and above her in the line of succession.[17]

Elizabeth received private tuition in constitutional history from Henry Marten[image: External link], Vice-Provost[image: External link] of Eton College[image: External link],[18] and learned French from a succession of native-speaking governesses.[19] A Girl Guides[image: External link] company, the 1st Buckingham Palace Company[image: External link], was formed specifically so that she could socialise with girls her own age.[20] Later, she was enrolled as a Sea Ranger[image: External link].[19]

In 1939, Elizabeth's parents toured Canada[image: External link] and the United States. As in 1927, when her parents had toured Australia[image: External link] and New Zealand, Elizabeth remained in Britain, since her father thought her too young to undertake public tours.[21] Elizabeth "looked tearful" as her parents departed.[22] They corresponded regularly,[22] and she and her parents made the first royal transatlantic telephone[image: External link] call on 18 May.[21]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Second World War




In September 1939, Britain entered the Second World War, which lasted until 1945. During the war, many of London's children were evacuated[image: External link] to avoid the frequent aerial bombing[image: External link]. The suggestion by senior politician Lord Hailsham[image: External link][23] that the two princesses should be evacuated to Canada was rejected by Elizabeth's mother, who declared, "The children won't go without me. I won't leave without the King. And the King will never leave."[24] Princesses Elizabeth and Margaret stayed at Balmoral Castle[image: External link], Scotland, until Christmas 1939, when they moved to Sandringham House[image: External link], Norfolk.[25] From February to May 1940, they lived at Royal Lodge[image: External link], Windsor, until moving to Windsor Castle[image: External link], where they lived for most of the next five years.[26] At Windsor, the princesses staged pantomimes[image: External link] at Christmas in aid of the Queen's Wool Fund, which bought yarn to knit into military garments.[27] In 1940, the 14-year-old Elizabeth made her first radio broadcast during the BBC[image: External link]'s Children's Hour[image: External link], addressing other children who had been evacuated from the cities.[28] She stated: "We are trying to do all we can to help our gallant sailors, soldiers and airmen, and we are trying, too, to bear our share of the danger and sadness of war. We know, every one of us, that in the end all will be well."[28]

In 1943, at the age of 16, Elizabeth undertook her first solo public appearance on a visit to the Grenadier Guards[image: External link], of which she had been appointed colonel the previous year.[29] As she approached her 18th birthday, parliament changed the law so that she could act as one of five Counsellors of State[image: External link] in the event of her father's incapacity or absence abroad, such as his visit to Italy in July 1944.[30] In February 1945, she joined the Women's Auxiliary Territorial Service[image: External link] as an honorary second subaltern[image: External link] with the service number[image: External link] of 230873.[31] She trained as a driver and mechanic and was promoted to honorary junior commander five months later.[32][33]

At the end of the war in Europe, on Victory in Europe Day[image: External link], Princesses Elizabeth and Margaret mingled anonymously with the celebratory crowds in the streets of London. Elizabeth later said in a rare interview, "We asked my parents if we could go out and see for ourselves. I remember we were terrified of being recognised ... I remember lines of unknown people linking arms and walking down Whitehall[image: External link], all of us just swept along on a tide of happiness and relief."[34]

During the war, plans were drawn up to quell Welsh nationalism[image: External link] by affiliating Elizabeth more closely with Wales. Proposals, such as appointing her Constable of Caernarfon Castle[image: External link] or a patron of Urdd Gobaith Cymru[image: External link] (the Welsh League of Youth), were abandoned for various reasons, which included a fear of associating Elizabeth with conscientious objectors[image: External link] in the Urdd, at a time when Britain was at war.[35] Welsh politicians suggested that she be made Princess of Wales[image: External link] on her 18th birthday. Home Secretary[image: External link], Herbert Morrison[image: External link] supported the idea, but the King rejected it because he felt such a title belonged solely to the wife of a Prince of Wales and the Prince of Wales had always been the heir apparent.[36] In 1946, she was inducted into the Welsh Gorsedd[image: External link] of Bards at the National Eisteddfod of Wales[image: External link].[37]

In 1947, Princess Elizabeth went on her first overseas tour, accompanying her parents through southern Africa. During the tour, in a broadcast to the British Commonwealth on her 21st birthday, she made the following pledge: "I declare before you all that my whole life, whether it be long or short, shall be devoted to your service and the service of our great imperial family to which we all belong."[38]
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 Marriage




Main article: Wedding of Princess Elizabeth and Philip Mountbatten, Duke of Edinburgh[image: External link]


Elizabeth met her future husband, Prince Philip of Greece and Denmark[image: External link], in 1934 and 1937.[39] They are second cousins once removed[image: External link] through King Christian IX of Denmark[image: External link] and third cousins through Queen Victoria[image: External link]. After another meeting at the Royal Naval College[image: External link] in Dartmouth[image: External link] in July 1939, Elizabeth – though only 13 years old – said she fell in love with Philip and they began to exchange letters.[40] She was 21 when their engagement was officially announced on 9 July 1947.[41]

The engagement was not without controversy; Philip had no financial standing, was foreign-born (though a British subject who had served in the Royal Navy[image: External link] throughout the Second World War), and had sisters who had married German noblemen with Nazi[image: External link] links.[42] Marion Crawford wrote, "Some of the King's advisors did not think him good enough for her. He was a prince without a home or kingdom. Some of the papers played long and loud tunes on the string of Philip's foreign origin."[43] Later biographies reported that Elizabeth's mother initially opposed the union, dubbing Philip "The Hun[image: External link]".[44] In later life, however, the Queen Mother told biographer Tim Heald[image: External link] that Philip was "an English gentleman".[45]

Before the marriage, Philip renounced his Greek and Danish titles, converted from Greek Orthodoxy[image: External link] to Anglicanism, and adopted the style Lieutenant Philip Mountbatten, taking the surname of his mother's British family[image: External link].[46] Just before the wedding, he was created Duke of Edinburgh[image: External link] and granted the style His Royal Highness.[47]

Elizabeth and Philip were married on 20 November 1947 at Westminster Abbey[image: External link]. They received 2500 wedding gifts from around the world.[48] Because Britain had not yet completely recovered from the devastation of the war, Elizabeth required ration coupons[image: External link] to buy the material for her gown[image: External link], which was designed by Norman Hartnell[image: External link].[49] In post-war Britain, it was not acceptable for the Duke of Edinburgh's German relations, including his three surviving sisters, to be invited to the wedding.[50] The Duke of Windsor[image: External link], formerly King Edward VIII, was not invited either.[51]

Elizabeth gave birth to her first child, Prince Charles[image: External link], on 14 November 1948. One month earlier, the King had issued letters patent[image: External link] allowing her children to use the style and title of a royal prince or princess, to which they otherwise would not have been entitled as their father was no longer a royal prince.[52] A second child, Princess Anne[image: External link], was born in 1950.[53]

Following their wedding, the couple leased Windlesham Moor[image: External link], near Windsor Castle[image: External link], until July 1949,[48] when they took up residence at Clarence House[image: External link] in London. At various times between 1949 and 1951, the Duke of Edinburgh was stationed in the British Crown Colony of Malta[image: External link] as a serving Royal Navy officer. He and Elizabeth lived intermittently in Malta for several months at a time in the hamlet of Gwardamanġa[image: External link], at Villa Guardamangia[image: External link], the rented home of Philip's uncle, Lord Mountbatten[image: External link]. The children remained in Britain.[54]
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 Reign
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 Accession and coronation




Main article: Coronation of Queen Elizabeth II[image: External link]


During 1951, George VI's health declined and Elizabeth frequently stood in for him at public events. When she toured Canada and visited President Harry S. Truman[image: External link] in Washington, D.C., in October 1951, her private secretary, Martin Charteris[image: External link], carried a draft accession declaration in case the King died while she was on tour.[55] In early 1952, Elizabeth and Philip set out for a tour of Australia and New Zealand by way of Kenya. On 6 February 1952, they had just returned to their Kenyan home, Sagana Lodge[image: External link], after a night spent at Treetops Hotel[image: External link], when word arrived of the death of the King and consequently Elizabeth's immediate accession to the throne[image: External link]. Philip broke the news to the new Queen.[56] Martin Charteris asked her to choose a regnal name[image: External link]; she chose to remain Elizabeth, "of course".[57] She was proclaimed queen[image: External link] throughout her realms and the royal party hastily returned to the United Kingdom.[58] She and the Duke of Edinburgh moved into Buckingham Palace[image: External link].[59]

With Elizabeth's accession, it seemed probable that the royal house[image: External link] would bear her husband's name, becoming the House of Mountbatten, in line with the custom of a wife taking her husband's surname on marriage. The British Prime Minister, Winston Churchill[image: External link], and Elizabeth's grandmother, Queen Mary[image: External link], favoured the retention of the House of Windsor[image: External link], and so on 9 April 1952 Elizabeth issued a declaration that Windsor would continue to be the name of the royal house. The Duke complained, "I am the only man in the country not allowed to give his name to his own children."[60] In 1960, after the death of Queen Mary in 1953 and the resignation of Churchill in 1955, the surname Mountbatten-Windsor[image: External link] was adopted for Philip and Elizabeth's male-line descendants who do not carry royal titles.[61]

Amid preparations for the coronation[image: External link], Princess Margaret[image: External link] informed her sister that she wished to marry Peter Townsend[image: External link], a divorcé‚ 16 years Margaret's senior, with two sons from his previous marriage. The Queen asked them to wait for a year; in the words of Martin Charteris, "the Queen was naturally sympathetic towards the Princess, but I think she thought – she hoped – given time, the affair would peter out."[62] Senior politicians were against the match and the Church of England did not permit remarriage after divorce. If Margaret had contracted a civil marriage, she would have been expected to renounce her right of succession.[63] Eventually, she decided to abandon her plans with Townsend.[64] In 1960, she married Antony Armstrong-Jones[image: External link], who was created Earl of Snowdon[image: External link] the following year. They divorced in 1978; she did not remarry.[65]

Despite the death of Queen Mary on 24 March, the coronation on 2 June 1953 went ahead as planned, as Mary had asked before she died.[66] The ceremony in Westminster Abbey[image: External link], with the exception of the anointing[image: External link] and communion[image: External link], was televised for the first time.[67][d] Elizabeth's coronation gown[image: External link] was embroidered on her instructions with the floral emblems of Commonwealth countries:[71] English Tudor rose[image: External link]; Scots thistle[image: External link]; Welsh leek[image: External link]; Irish shamrock[image: External link]; Australian wattle[image: External link]; Canadian maple leaf[image: External link]; New Zealand silver fern[image: External link]; South African protea[image: External link]; lotus flowers[image: External link] for India and Ceylon; and Pakistan's wheat, cotton, and jute[image: External link].[72]
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 Continuing evolution of the Commonwealth




Further information: Historical development of the Commonwealth realms, from the Queen's accession[image: External link]


From Elizabeth's birth onwards, the British Empire continued its transformation into the Commonwealth of Nations.[73] By the time of her accession in 1952, her role as head of multiple independent states was already established.[74] In 1953, the Queen and her husband embarked on a seven-month round-the-world tour, visiting 13 countries and covering more than 40,000 miles by land, sea and air.[75] She became the first reigning monarch of Australia[image: External link] and New Zealand[image: External link] to visit those nations.[76] During the tour, crowds were immense; three-quarters of the population of Australia were estimated to have seen her.[77] Throughout her reign, the Queen has made hundreds of state visits[image: External link] to other countries and tours of the Commonwealth[image: External link]; she is the most widely travelled head of state.[78]

In 1956, the British and French prime ministers, Sir Anthony Eden[image: External link] and Guy Mollet[image: External link], discussed the possibility of France joining the Commonwealth. The proposal was never accepted and the following year France signed the Treaty of Rome[image: External link], which established the European Economic Community[image: External link], the precursor to the European Union.[79] In November 1956, Britain and France invaded Egypt in an ultimately unsuccessful attempt[image: External link] to capture the Suez Canal[image: External link]. Lord Mountbatten claimed the Queen was opposed to the invasion, though Eden denied it. Eden resigned two months later.[80]

The absence of a formal mechanism within the Conservative Party[image: External link] for choosing a leader meant that, following Eden's resignation, it fell to the Queen to decide whom to commission to form a government[image: External link]. Eden recommended that she consult Lord Salisbury[image: External link], the Lord President of the Council[image: External link]. Lord Salisbury and Lord Kilmuir[image: External link], the Lord Chancellor[image: External link], consulted the British Cabinet[image: External link], Winston Churchill[image: External link], and the Chairman of the backbench 1922 Committee[image: External link], resulting in the Queen appointing their recommended candidate: Harold Macmillan[image: External link].[81]

The Suez crisis and the choice of Eden's successor led in 1957 to the first major personal criticism of the Queen. In a magazine, which he owned and edited,[82] Lord Altrincham[image: External link] accused her of being "out of touch".[83] Altrincham was denounced by public figures and slapped by a member of the public appalled by his comments.[84] Six years later, in 1963, Macmillan resigned and advised the Queen to appoint the Earl of Home[image: External link] as prime minister, advice that she followed.[85] The Queen again came under criticism for appointing the prime minister on the advice of a small number of ministers or a single minister.[85] In 1965, the Conservatives adopted a formal mechanism for electing a leader, thus relieving her of involvement.[86]

In 1957, she made a state visit to the United States, where she addressed the United Nations General Assembly[image: External link] on behalf of the Commonwealth. On the same tour, she opened the 23rd Canadian Parliament[image: External link], becoming the first monarch of Canada to open a parliamentary session.[87] Two years later, solely in her capacity as Queen of Canada, she revisited the United States and toured Canada.[87][88] In 1961, she toured Cyprus, India, Pakistan, Nepal, and Iran.[89] On a visit to Ghana the same year, she dismissed fears for her safety, even though her host, President[image: External link] Kwame Nkrumah[image: External link], who had replaced her as head of state, was a target for assassins.[90] Harold Macmillan wrote, "The Queen has been absolutely determined all through ... She is impatient of the attitude towards her to treat her as ... a film star ... She has indeed 'the heart and stomach of a man[image: External link]' ... She loves her duty and means to be a Queen."[90] Before her tour through parts of Quebec in 1964, the press reported that extremists within the Quebec separatist movement[image: External link] were plotting Elizabeth's assassination.[91][92] No attempt was made, but a riot did break out while she was in Montreal[image: External link]; the Queen's "calmness and courage in the face of the violence" was noted.[93]

Elizabeth's pregnancies with Princes Andrew[image: External link] and Edward[image: External link], in 1959 and 1963, mark the only times she has not performed the State Opening of the British parliament[image: External link] during her reign.[94] In addition to performing traditional ceremonies, she also instituted new practices. Her first royal walkabout, meeting ordinary members of the public, took place during a tour of Australia and New Zealand in 1970.[95]
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 Acceleration of decolonization




The 1960s and 1970s saw an acceleration in the decolonisation[image: External link] of Africa and the Caribbean[image: External link]. Over 20 countries gained independence from Britain as part of a planned transition to self-government. In 1965, however, the Rhodesian Prime Minister, Ian Smith[image: External link], in opposition to moves towards majority rule, declared unilateral independence from Britain while still expressing "loyalty and devotion" to Elizabeth. Although the Queen dismissed him in a formal declaration, and the international community applied sanctions against Rhodesia, his regime survived for over a decade.[96] As Britain's ties to its former empire weakened, the British government sought entry to the European Community, a goal it achieved in 1973.[97]

In February 1974, the British Prime Minister, Edward Heath[image: External link], advised the Queen to call a general election[image: External link] in the middle of her tour of the Austronesian[image: External link] Pacific Rim, requiring her to fly back to Britain.[98] The election resulted in a hung parliament; Heath's Conservatives were not the largest party, but could stay in office if they formed a coalition with the Liberals[image: External link]. Heath only resigned when discussions on forming a coalition foundered, after which the Queen asked the Leader of the Opposition[image: External link], Labour's[image: External link] Harold Wilson[image: External link], to form a government.[99]

A year later, at the height of the 1975 Australian constitutional crisis, the Australian Prime Minister, Gough Whitlam, was dismissed from his post by Governor-General Sir John Kerr[image: External link], after the Opposition-controlled Senate rejected Whitlam's budget proposals.[100] As Whitlam had a majority in the House of Representatives, Speaker[image: External link] Gordon Scholes[image: External link] appealed to the Queen to reverse Kerr's decision. She declined, stating that she would not interfere in decisions reserved by the Constitution of Australia for the governor-general.[101] The crisis fuelled Australian republicanism[image: External link].[100]
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 Silver Jubilee




In 1977, Elizabeth marked the Silver Jubilee of her accession[image: External link]. Parties and events took place throughout the Commonwealth, many coinciding with her associated national and Commonwealth tours[image: External link]. The celebrations re-affirmed the Queen's popularity, despite virtually coincident negative press coverage of Princess Margaret's separation from her husband.[102] In 1978, the Queen endured a state visit to the United Kingdom by Romania's communist dictator, Nicolae Ceaușescu[image: External link], and his wife, Elena[image: External link],[103] though privately she thought they had "blood on their hands".[104] The following year brought two blows: one was the unmasking of Anthony Blunt[image: External link], former Surveyor of the Queen's Pictures[image: External link], as a communist spy; the other was the assassination of her relative and in-law Lord Mountbatten[image: External link] by the Provisional Irish Republican Army[image: External link].[105]

According to Paul Martin, Sr.[image: External link], by the end of the 1970s the Queen was worried that the Crown "had little meaning for" Pierre Trudeau[image: External link], the Canadian Prime Minister[image: External link].[106] Tony Benn[image: External link] said that the Queen found Trudeau "rather disappointing".[106] Trudeau's supposed republicanism seemed to be confirmed by his antics, such as sliding down banisters at Buckingham Palace and pirouetting behind the Queen's back in 1977, and the removal of various Canadian royal symbols[image: External link] during his term of office.[106] In 1980, Canadian politicians sent to London to discuss the patriation[image: External link] of the Canadian constitution[image: External link] found the Queen "better informed ... than any of the British politicians or bureaucrats".[106] She was particularly interested after the failure of Bill C-60, which would have affected her role as head of state.[106] Patriation removed the role of the British parliament[image: External link] from the Canadian constitution, but the monarchy was retained. Trudeau said in his memoirs that the Queen favoured his attempt to reform the constitution and that he was impressed by "the grace she displayed in public" and "the wisdom she showed in private".[107]
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 1980s




During the 1981 Trooping the Colour[image: External link] ceremony, six weeks before the wedding of Charles, Prince of Wales, and Lady Diana Spencer[image: External link], six shots were fired at the Queen from close range as she rode down The Mall[image: External link] on her horse, Burmese[image: External link]. Police later discovered that the shots were blanks. The 17-year-old assailant, Marcus Sarjeant[image: External link], was sentenced to five years in prison and released after three.[108] The Queen's composure and skill in controlling her mount were widely praised.[109]

From April to September 1982, the Queen was anxious[110] but proud[111] of her son, Prince Andrew, who was serving with British forces during the Falklands War[image: External link]. On 9 July, the Queen awoke in her bedroom at Buckingham Palace to find an intruder, Michael Fagan[image: External link], in the room with her. In a serious lapse of security, assistance only arrived after two calls to the Palace police switchboard.[112] After hosting US President Ronald Reagan[image: External link] at Windsor Castle in 1982 and visiting his California ranch[image: External link] in 1983, the Queen was angered when his administration ordered the invasion of Grenada[image: External link], one of her Caribbean realms, without informing her.[113]

Intense media interest in the opinions and private lives of the royal family during the 1980s led to a series of sensational stories in the press, not all of which were entirely true.[114] As Kelvin MacKenzie[image: External link], editor of The Sun[image: External link], told his staff: "Give me a Sunday for Monday splash on the Royals. Don't worry if it's not true—so long as there's not too much of a fuss about it afterwards."[115] Newspaper editor Donald Trelford[image: External link] wrote in The Observer[image: External link] of 21 September 1986: "The royal soap opera has now reached such a pitch of public interest that the boundary between fact and fiction has been lost sight of ... it is not just that some papers don't check their facts or accept denials: they don't care if the stories are true or not." It was reported, most notably in The Sunday Times[image: External link] of 20 July 1986, that the Queen was worried that Margaret Thatcher[image: External link]'s economic policies fostered social divisions and was alarmed by high unemployment, a series of riots[image: External link], the violence of a miners' strike[image: External link], and Thatcher's refusal to apply sanctions against the apartheid[image: External link] regime in South Africa. The sources of the rumours included royal aide Michael Shea[image: External link] and Commonwealth Secretary-General[image: External link] Shridath Ramphal[image: External link], but Shea claimed his remarks were taken out of context and embellished by speculation.[116] Thatcher reputedly said the Queen would vote for the Social Democratic Party[image: External link] – Thatcher's political opponents.[117] Thatcher's biographer John Campbell[image: External link] claimed "the report was a piece of journalistic mischief-making".[118] Belying reports of acrimony between them, Thatcher later conveyed her personal admiration for the Queen,[119] and the Queen gave two honours in her personal gift – membership in the Order of Merit[image: External link] and the Order of the Garter[image: External link] – to Thatcher after her replacement as prime minister by John Major[image: External link].[120] Former Canadian Prime Minister Brian Mulroney[image: External link] said Elizabeth was a "behind the scenes force" in ending apartheid.[121][122]

In 1987, in Canada, Elizabeth publicly supported politically divisive constitutional amendments[image: External link], prompting criticism from opponents of the proposed changes, including Pierre Trudeau[image: External link].[121] The same year, the elected Fijian government was deposed in a military coup[image: External link]. As monarch of Fiji[image: External link], Elizabeth supported the attempts of the Governor-General[image: External link], Ratu Sir Penaia Ganilau[image: External link], to assert executive power and negotiate a settlement. Coup leader Sitiveni Rabuka[image: External link] deposed Ganilau and declared Fiji a republic.[123] By the start of 1991, republican feeling in Britain had risen because of press estimates of the Queen's private wealth – which were contradicted by the Palace – and reports of affairs and strained marriages among her extended family.[124] The involvement of younger members of the royal family in the charity game show It's a Royal Knockout[image: External link] was ridiculed,[125] and the Queen was the target of satire.[126]
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 1990s




In 1991, in the wake of coalition victory in the Gulf War[image: External link], the Queen became the first British monarch to address a joint meeting[image: External link] of the United States Congress[image: External link].[127]

In a speech on 24 November 1992, to mark the 40th anniversary[image: External link] of her accession, Elizabeth called 1992 her annus horribilis[image: External link], meaning horrible year.[128] In March, her second son, Prince Andrew, Duke of York[image: External link], and his wife, Sarah[image: External link], separated; in April, her daughter, Princess Anne[image: External link], divorced Captain Mark Phillips[image: External link];[129] during a state visit to Germany in October, angry demonstrators in Dresden[image: External link] threw eggs at her;[130] and, in November, a large fire[image: External link] broke out at Windsor Castle, one of her official residences. The monarchy came under increased criticism and public scrutiny.[131] In an unusually personal speech, the Queen said that any institution must expect criticism, but suggested it be done with "a touch of humour, gentleness and understanding".[132] Two days later, the Prime Minister, John Major[image: External link], announced reforms to the royal finances planned since the previous year, including the Queen paying income tax[image: External link] from 1993 onwards, and a reduction in the civil list[image: External link].[133] In December, Prince Charles[image: External link] and his wife, Diana[image: External link], formally separated.[134] The year ended with a lawsuit as the Queen sued The Sun[image: External link] newspaper for breach of copyright when it published the text of her annual Christmas message[image: External link] two days before it was broadcast. The newspaper was forced to pay her legal fees and donated £200,000 to charity.[135]

In the years to follow, public revelations on the state of Charles and Diana's marriage continued.[136] Even though support for republicanism in Britain seemed higher than at any time in living memory, republicanism was still a minority viewpoint, and the Queen herself had high approval ratings.[137] Criticism was focused on the institution of the monarchy itself and the Queen's wider family rather than her own behaviour and actions.[138] In consultation with her husband and the Prime Minister, John Major, as well as the Archbishop of Canterbury[image: External link], George Carey[image: External link], and her private secretary, Robert Fellowes[image: External link], she wrote to Charles and Diana at the end of December 1995, saying that a divorce was desirable.[139]

In August 1997, a year after the divorce, Diana was killed in a car crash in Paris[image: External link]. The Queen was on holiday with her extended family at Balmoral[image: External link]. Diana's two sons by Charles – Princes William[image: External link] and Harry[image: External link] – wanted to attend church and so the Queen and Prince Philip took them that morning.[140] After that single public appearance, for five days the Queen and the Duke shielded their grandsons from the intense press interest by keeping them at Balmoral where they could grieve in private,[141] but the royal family's seclusion and the failure to fly a flag at half-mast[image: External link] over Buckingham Palace caused public dismay.[122][142] Pressured by the hostile reaction, the Queen agreed to return to London and do a live television broadcast on 5 September, the day before Diana's funeral[image: External link].[143] In the broadcast, she expressed admiration for Diana and her feelings "as a grandmother" for the two princes.[144] As a result, much of the public hostility evaporated.[144]

In November 1997, the Queen and her husband held a reception at Banqueting House[image: External link] to mark their golden wedding anniversary.[145] She made a speech and praised Philip for his role as a consort, referring to him as "my strength and stay".[145]
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 Golden Jubilee




In 2002, Elizabeth marked her Golden Jubilee[image: External link]. Her sister and mother died in February and March respectively, and the media speculated whether the Jubilee would be a success or a failure.[146] She again undertook an extensive tour of her realms, which began in Jamaica in February, where she called the farewell banquet "memorable" after a power cut plunged the King's House[image: External link], the official residence[image: External link] of the governor-general[image: External link], into darkness.[147] As in 1977, there were street parties and commemorative events, and monuments were named to honour the occasion. A million people attended each day of the three-day main Jubilee celebration in London,[148] and the enthusiasm shown by the public for the Queen was greater than many journalists had expected.[149]

Though generally healthy throughout her life, in 2003 she had keyhole surgery[image: External link] on both knees. In October 2006, she missed the opening of the new Emirates Stadium[image: External link] because of a strained back muscle that had been troubling her since the summer.[150]

In May 2007, The Daily Telegraph[image: External link], citing unnamed sources, reported that the Queen was "exasperated and frustrated" by the policies of the British Prime Minister, Tony Blair[image: External link], that she was concerned the British Armed Forces[image: External link] were overstretched in Iraq and Afghanistan, and that she had raised concerns over rural and countryside issues with Blair.[151] She was, however, said to admire Blair's efforts to achieve peace in Northern Ireland.[152] She became the first British monarch to celebrate a diamond wedding anniversary in November 2007.[153] On 20 March 2008, at the Church of Ireland[image: External link] St Patrick's Cathedral, Armagh[image: External link], the Queen attended the first Maundy service[image: External link] held outside England and Wales.[154] At the invitation of the Irish President, Mary McAleese[image: External link], the Queen made the first state visit to the Republic of Ireland[image: External link] by a British monarch in May 2011.[155]

The Queen addressed the United Nations for a second time in 2010, again in her capacity as Queen of all Commonwealth realms and Head of the Commonwealth.[156] The UN Secretary General, Ban Ki-moon[image: External link], introduced her as "an anchor for our age".[157] During her visit to New York, which followed a tour of Canada, she officially opened a memorial garden for the British victims of the September 11 attacks[image: External link].[157] The Queen's visit to Australia in October 2011 – her sixteenth visit since 1954 – was called her "farewell tour" in the press because of her age.[158]
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 Diamond and Sapphire Jubilees




Her Diamond Jubilee[image: External link] in 2012 marked 60 years on the throne, and celebrations were held throughout her realms, the wider Commonwealth, and beyond. In a message released on Accession Day[image: External link], Elizabeth wrote:

In this special year, as I dedicate myself anew to your service, I hope we will all be reminded of the power of togetherness and the convening strength of family, friendship and good neighbourliness ... I hope also that this Jubilee year will be a time to give thanks for the great advances that have been made since 1952 and to look forward to the future with clear head and warm heart.[159]


She and her husband undertook an extensive tour of the United Kingdom, while her children and grandchildren embarked on royal tours of other Commonwealth states on her behalf.[160][161] On 4 June, Jubilee beacons were lit around the world.[162] In November, the Queen and her husband celebrated their sapphire wedding anniversary.[163] On 18 December, she became the first British sovereign to attend a peacetime Cabinet meeting[image: External link] since George III[image: External link] in 1781.[164]

The Queen, who opened the 1976 Summer Olympics[image: External link] in Montreal, also opened the 2012 Summer Olympics[image: External link] and Paralympics[image: External link] in London, making her the first head of state to open[image: External link] two Olympic Games in two different countries.[165] For the London Olympics, she played herself in a short film[image: External link] as part of the opening ceremony[image: External link], alongside Daniel Craig[image: External link] as James Bond[image: External link].[166] On 4 April 2013, she received an honorary BAFTA[image: External link] for her patronage of the film industry and was called "the most memorable Bond girl[image: External link] yet" at the award ceremony.[167]

On 3 March 2013, Elizabeth was admitted to King Edward VII's Hospital[image: External link] as a precaution after developing symptoms of gastroenteritis[image: External link]. She returned to Buckingham Palace the following day.[168] A week later, she signed the new Commonwealth charter[image: External link].[169] Because of her age and the need for her to limit travelling, in 2013 she chose not to attend the biennial meeting of Commonwealth heads of government[image: External link] for the first time in 40 years. She was represented at the summit in Sri Lanka by her son, Prince Charles.[170]

The Queen surpassed her great-great-grandmother, Queen Victoria[image: External link], to become the longest-lived British monarch[image: External link] in December 2007, and the longest-reigning British monarch[image: External link] on 9 September 2015.[171] She was celebrated in Canada as the "longest-reigning sovereign in Canada's modern era".[172] (King Louis XIV[image: External link] of France reigned over Canada (New France)[image: External link] for longer.)[173] She is also the longest-reigning queen regnant in history[image: External link],[174] and the world's oldest reigning monarch[image: External link]. She became the longest-serving current head of state[image: External link] following the death of King Bhumibol[image: External link] of Thailand on 13 October 2016.[175][176] On 6 February 2017, she became the first British monarch to commemorate a Sapphire Jubilee[image: External link].[177]

The Queen does not intend to abdicate[image: External link],[178] though Prince Charles is expected to take on more of her workload as Elizabeth, who celebrated her ninety-first birthday in 2017, carries out fewer public engagements.[179] Plans for her death and funeral[image: External link] have been extensively prepared by most British government and media organisations for decades.[180]
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 Public perception and character




Main article: Personality and image of Queen Elizabeth II[image: External link]


Since Elizabeth rarely gives interviews, little is known of her personal feelings. As a constitutional monarch, she has not expressed her own political opinions in a public forum. She does have a deep sense of religious and civic duty, and takes her coronation oath seriously.[181] Aside from her official religious role[image: External link] as Supreme Governor[image: External link] of the established Church of England, she is personally a member of that church and the national Church of Scotland.[182] She has demonstrated support for inter-faith[image: External link] relations and has met with leaders of other churches and religions, including five popes: Pius XII[image: External link], John XXIII[image: External link], John Paul II[image: External link], Benedict XVI[image: External link] and Francis[image: External link].[183] A personal note about her faith often features in her annual Christmas message[image: External link] broadcast to the Commonwealth. In 2000, she spoke about the theological significance of the millennium[image: External link] marking the 2000th anniversary of the birth of Jesus:


To many of us, our beliefs are of fundamental importance. For me the teachings of Christ and my own personal accountability before God provide a framework in which I try to lead my life. I, like so many of you, have drawn great comfort in difficult times from Christ's words and example.[184]



She is patron[image: External link] of over 600 organisations and charities.[185] Her main leisure interests include equestrianism[image: External link] and dogs, especially her Pembroke Welsh Corgis[image: External link].[186] Her lifelong love of corgis[image: External link] began in 1933 with Dookie, the first corgi owned by her family.[187][188] Scenes of a relaxed, informal home life have occasionally been witnessed; she and her family, from time to time, prepare a meal together and do the washing up afterwards.[189]

In the 1950s, as a young woman at the start of her reign, Elizabeth was depicted as a glamorous "fairytale Queen".[190] After the trauma of the Second World War, it was a time of hope, a period of progress and achievement heralding a "new Elizabethan age".[191] Lord Altrincham[image: External link]'s accusation in 1957 that her speeches sounded like those of a "priggish schoolgirl" was an extremely rare criticism.[192] In the late 1960s, attempts to portray a more modern image of the monarchy were made in the television documentary Royal Family[image: External link] and by televising Prince Charles's investiture as Prince of Wales[image: External link].[193] In public, she took to wearing mostly solid-colour overcoats and decorative hats, which allow her to be seen easily in a crowd.[194]

At her Silver Jubilee[image: External link] in 1977, the crowds and celebrations were genuinely enthusiastic,[195] but in the 1980s, public criticism of the royal family increased, as the personal and working lives of Elizabeth's children came under media scrutiny.[196] Elizabeth's popularity sank to a low point in the 1990s. Under pressure from public opinion, she began to pay income tax for the first time, and Buckingham Palace was opened to the public.[197] Discontent with the monarchy reached its peak on the death of Diana, Princess of Wales, though Elizabeth's personal popularity and support for the monarchy rebounded after her live television broadcast to the world five days after Diana's death.[198]

In November 1999, a referendum in Australia[image: External link] on the future of the Australian monarchy[image: External link] favoured its retention in preference to an indirectly elected head of state.[199] Polls in Britain in 2006 and 2007 revealed strong support for Elizabeth,[200] and in 2012, her Diamond Jubilee year, approval ratings hit 90 percent.[201] Referenda in Tuvalu in 2008[image: External link] and Saint Vincent and the Grenadines in 2009[image: External link] both rejected proposals to become republics.[202]

Elizabeth has been portrayed in a variety of media by many notable artists, including painters Pietro Annigoni[image: External link], Peter Blake[image: External link], Chinwe Chukwuogo-Roy[image: External link], Terence Cuneo[image: External link], Lucian Freud[image: External link], Damien Hirst[image: External link], Juliet Pannett[image: External link], and Tai-Shan Schierenberg[image: External link].[203][204] Notable photographers of Elizabeth have included Cecil Beaton[image: External link], Yousuf Karsh[image: External link], Annie Leibovitz[image: External link], Lord Lichfield[image: External link], Terry O'Neill[image: External link], John Swannell[image: External link], and Dorothy Wilding[image: External link]. The first official portrait of Elizabeth was taken by Marcus Adams[image: External link] in 1926.[205]
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Further information: Finances of the British royal family[image: External link]


Elizabeth's personal fortune has been the subject of speculation for many years. Jock Colville[image: External link], who was her former private secretary and a director of her bank, Coutts[image: External link], estimated her wealth in 1971 at £2 million (equivalent to about £25 million today[206]).[207][208] In 1993, Buckingham Palace called estimates of £100 million "grossly overstated".[209] She inherited an estimated £70 million estate from her mother in 2002.[210] The Sunday Times Rich List 2015[image: External link] estimated her private wealth at £340 million, making her the 302nd richest person in the UK.[211]

The Royal Collection[image: External link], which includes thousands of historic works of art and the Crown Jewels[image: External link], is not owned by the Queen personally but is held in trust[image: External link],[212] as are her official residences, such as Buckingham Palace[image: External link] and Windsor Castle[image: External link],[213] and the Duchy of Lancaster[image: External link], a property portfolio valued in 2014 at £442 million.[214] Sandringham House[image: External link] and Balmoral Castle[image: External link] are privately owned by the Queen.[213] The British Crown Estate[image: External link] – with holdings of £9.4 billion in 2014[215] – is held in trust by the sovereign and cannot be sold or owned by Elizabeth in a private capacity.[216]
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 Titles and styles




Main article: List of titles and honours of Queen Elizabeth II[image: External link]


Elizabeth has held many titles and honorary military positions throughout the Commonwealth, is Sovereign of many orders in her own countries, and has received honours and awards from around the world. In each of her realms she has a distinct title that follows a similar formula: Queen of Jamaica and her other realms and territories in Jamaica, Queen of Australia and her other realms and territories in Australia, etc. In the Channel Islands[image: External link] and Isle of Man, which are Crown dependencies[image: External link] rather than separate realms, she is known as Duke of Normandy[image: External link] and Lord of Mann[image: External link], respectively. Additional styles include Defender of the Faith[image: External link] and Duke of Lancaster[image: External link]. When in conversation with the Queen, the practice is to initially address her as Your Majesty and thereafter as Ma'am.[217]
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See also: Flags of Elizabeth II[image: External link]


From 21 April 1944 until her accession, Elizabeth's arms consisted of a lozenge[image: External link] bearing the royal coat of arms of the United Kingdom[image: External link] differenced with a label[image: External link] of three points argent[image: External link], the centre point bearing a Tudor rose[image: External link] and the first and third a cross of St George[image: External link].[218] Upon her accession, she inherited the various arms her father held as sovereign. The Queen also possesses royal standards[image: External link] and personal flags for use in the United Kingdom[image: External link], Canada[image: External link], Australia[image: External link], New Zealand[image: External link], Jamaica[image: External link], Barbados[image: External link], and elsewhere[image: External link].[219]




	



	



	



	



	






	
Coat of arms of Princess Elizabeth (1944–1947)


	
Coat of arms of Princess Elizabeth, Duchess of Edinburgh (1947–1952)


	
Coat of arms of Elizabeth II in England, Wales and Northern Ireland


	
Coat of arms of Elizabeth II in Scotland


	
Coat of arms of Elizabeth II in Canada[image: External link] (one of three versions used in her reign)[e]
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	Name
	Birth
	Marriage
	Their children
	Their grandchildren



	Date
	Spouse



	Prince Charles, Prince of Wales[image: External link]
	14 November 1948
	29 July 1981

Divorced 28 August 1996
	Lady Diana Spencer[image: External link]
	Prince William, Duke of Cambridge[image: External link]
	Prince George of Cambridge[image: External link]

Princess Charlotte of Cambridge[image: External link]



	Prince Henry of Wales[image: External link]
	



	9 April 2005
	Camilla Parker Bowles[image: External link]
	
	



	Princess Anne, Princess Royal[image: External link]
	15 August 1950
	14 November 1973

Divorced 28 April 1992
	Mark Phillips[image: External link]
	Peter Phillips[image: External link]
	Savannah Phillips

Isla Phillips



	Zara Tindall[image: External link]
	Mia Tindall



	12 December 1992
	Timothy Laurence[image: External link]
	
	



	Prince Andrew, Duke of York[image: External link]
	19 February 1960
	23 July 1986

Divorced 30 May 1996
	Sarah Ferguson[image: External link]
	Princess Beatrice of York[image: External link]
	



	Princess Eugenie of York[image: External link]
	



	Prince Edward, Earl of Wessex[image: External link]
	10 March 1964
	19 June 1999
	Sophie Rhys-Jones[image: External link]
	Lady Louise Windsor[image: External link]
	



	James, Viscount Severn[image: External link]
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Main articles: Ancestry of Elizabeth II[image: External link] and Descent of Elizabeth II from William the Conqueror[image: External link]
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	16. Prince Albert of Saxe-Coburg and Gotha[image: External link]



	
 





	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 





	



	
 


	8. Edward VII of the United Kingdom[image: External link]
	
 





	
 





	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 





	



	
 


	17. Victoria of the United Kingdom[image: External link] (niece of 22)



	
 





	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 





	



	
 


	4. George V of the United Kingdom[image: External link]
	
 





	
 





	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 





	



	
 


	18. Christian IX of Denmark[image: External link]



	
 





	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 





	



	
 


	9. Princess Alexandra of Denmark[image: External link]
	
 





	
 





	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 





	



	
 


	19. Princess Louise of Hesse-Kassel[image: External link]



	
 





	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 





	



	
 


	2. George VI of the United Kingdom[image: External link]
	
 





	
 





	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 





	



	
 


	20. Duke Alexander of Württemberg[image: External link]



	
 





	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 





	



	
 


	10. Francis, Duke of Teck[image: External link]
	
 





	
 





	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 





	



	
 


	21. Countess Claudine Rhédey von Kis-Rhéde[image: External link]



	
 





	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 





	



	
 


	5. Princess Mary of Teck[image: External link]
	
 





	
 





	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 





	



	
 


	22. Prince Adolphus, Duke of Cambridge[image: External link] (uncle of 17)



	
 





	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 





	



	
 


	11. Princess Mary Adelaide of Cambridge[image: External link]
	
 





	
 





	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 





	



	
 


	23. Princess Augusta of Hesse-Kassel[image: External link]
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	24. Thomas Lyon-Bowes, Lord Glamis[image: External link]



	
 





	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 





	



	
 


	12. Claude Bowes-Lyon, 13th Earl of Strathmore and Kinghorne[image: External link]
	
 





	
 





	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 





	



	
 


	25. Charlotte Grimstead[image: External link]



	
 





	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 





	



	
 


	6. Claude Bowes-Lyon, 14th Earl of Strathmore and Kinghorne[image: External link]
	
 





	
 





	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 





	



	
 


	26. Oswald Smith



	
 





	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 





	



	
 


	13. Frances Dora Smith[image: External link]
	
 





	
 





	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 





	



	
 


	27. Henrietta Mildred Hodgson[image: External link]



	
 





	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 





	



	
 


	3. Lady Elizabeth Bowes-Lyon[image: External link]
	
 





	
 





	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 





	



	
 


	28. Lord Charles Cavendish-Bentinck[image: External link]



	
 





	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 


	
 





	



	
 


	14. Charles Cavendish-Bentinck[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ See Queen's Official Birthday[image: External link] for an explanation of why Elizabeth II's official birthdays are not on the same day as her actual one.


	
^ These countries are listed in the order of their original accession to the Commonwealth.[1]


	
^ Her godparents were: King George V and Queen Mary; Lord Strathmore; Prince Arthur, Duke of Connaught[image: External link] (her paternal great-granduncle); Princess Mary, Viscountess Lascelles[image: External link] (her paternal aunt); and Lady Elphinstone[image: External link] (her maternal aunt).[4]


	
^ Television coverage of the coronation was instrumental in boosting the medium's popularity; the number of television licences in the United Kingdom[image: External link] doubled to 3 million,[68] and many of the more than 20 million British viewers watched television for the first time in the homes of their friends or neighbours.[69] In North America, just under 100 million viewers watched recorded broadcasts.[70]


	
^ Canada has used three different versions of the arms during her reign. This version was used between 1957 and 1994.[220]
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The Governor-General of the Commonwealth of Australia is the representative in Australia of the Australian monarch[image: External link], currently Queen Elizabeth II.[2][3] The Governor-General is appointed by the Queen on the advice of the Prime Minister of Australia[image: External link]. The Governor-General has formal presidency over the Federal Executive Council and is Commander-in-Chief of the Australian Defence Force, as well as viceregal representative in the Australian Capital Territory. The functions of the Governor-General include appointing ministers[image: External link], judges, and ambassadors; giving royal assent[image: External link] to legislation[image: External link] passed by Parliament; issuing writs for election[image: External link]; and bestowing Australian honours.[4]

In general, the Governor-General observes the conventions of the Westminster system[image: External link] and responsible government, maintaining a political neutrality, and has almost always acted only on the advice of the prime minister or other ministers or, in certain cases, the Parliament. The Governor-General also has a ceremonial role: hosting events at either of the two viceregal residences—Government House[image: External link] in the capital, Canberra[image: External link], and Admiralty House[image: External link] in Sydney—and travelling throughout Australia to open conferences, attend services and commemorations, and generally provide encouragement to individuals and groups who are contributing to their communities. When travelling abroad, the Governor-General is seen as the representative of Australia, and of the Queen of Australia, so is treated as a head of state[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] The Governor-General is supported by a staff headed by the Official Secretary to the Governor-General[image: External link].

A Governor-General is not appointed for a specific term, but is generally expected to serve for five years subject to a possible short extension.[4] Since 28 March 2014, the Governor-General has been General Sir Peter Cosgrove[image: External link].[2]

From Federation in 1901 until 1965, 11 out of the 15 Governors-General were British aristocrats; they included four barons[image: External link], three viscounts[image: External link], three earls[image: External link], and one prince[image: External link].[5] Since then, all but one of the Governors-General have been Australian-born. As of 2017, only one Governor-General, Dame[image: External link] Quentin Bryce[image: External link], was a woman.



TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Method of appointment




The selection of a Governor-General is a responsibility for the Prime Minister of Australia, who may consult privately with staff or colleagues, or with the monarch. The candidate is approached privately to confirm whether they are willing to accept the appointment.

The prime minister then advises the monarch to appoint his nominee. This has been the procedure since November 1930, when James Scullin[image: External link]'s proposed appointment of Sir Isaac Isaacs[image: External link] was fiercely opposed by the British government. This was not because of any lack of regard for Isaacs personally, but because the British government considered that the choice of Governors-General was, since the 1926 Imperial Conference[image: External link], a matter for the monarch's decision alone. (However, it became very clear in a conversation between Scullin and King George V[image: External link]'s Private Secretary, Lord Stamfordham[image: External link], on 11 November 1930, that this was merely the official reason for the objection, with the real reason being that an Australian, no matter how highly regarded personally, was not considered appropriate to be a Governor-General.) Scullin was equally insistent that the monarch must act on the relevant prime minister's direct advice (the practice until 1926 was that Dominion prime ministers advised the monarch indirectly, through the British government, which effectively had a veto over any proposal it did not agree with). Scullin cited the precedents of the Prime Minister of South Africa[image: External link], J. B. M. Hertzog[image: External link], who had recently insisted on his choice of the Earl of Clarendon[image: External link] as Governor-General of that country[image: External link], and the selection of an Irishman as Governor-General of the Irish Free State[image: External link]. Both of these appointments had been agreed to despite British government objections.

Despite these precedents, George V remained reluctant to accept Scullin's recommendation of Isaacs and asked him to consider Field Marshal Sir William Birdwood[image: External link]. However, Scullin stood firm, and, on 29 November, the King agreed to Isaacs's appointment, but made it clear that he did so only because he felt he had no option.[6] This right to not only advise the monarch directly, but also to expect that advice to be accepted, was soon taken up by all the other Dominion prime ministers. This, among other things, led to the Statute of Westminster 1931 and to the formal separation of the Crowns of the Dominions. Now, the Queen of Australia is generally bound by constitutional convention[image: External link] to accept the advice of the Australian prime minister and state premiers about Australian and state constitutional matters, respectively.

Having agreed to the appointment, the monarch then permits it to be publicly announced in advance, usually several months before the end of the current Governor-General's term. During these months, the person is referred to as the Governor-General-designate. The actual appointment is made by the monarch. After receiving his or her commission, the Governor-General takes an Oath of Allegiance[image: External link] to the Australian monarch, an Oath of Office[image: External link], undertaking to serve Australia's monarch "according to law, in the office of Governor-General of the Commonwealth of Australia", and issues a proclamation assuming office.[4] The oaths are usually taken in a ceremony on the floor of the Senate and are administered by the Chief Justice of Australia in the presence of the Prime Minister of Australia, the Speaker of the Australian House of Representatives[image: External link], and the President of the Australian Senate[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Styles and titles of Governors-General




Governors-General have during their tenure the style His/Her Excellency[image: External link] the Honourable[image: External link] and their spouses[image: External link] have the style His/Her Excellency. Since May 2013, the style used by a former Governor-General is the Honourable; it was at the same time retrospectively granted for life to all previous holders of the office.[7]

From the creation of the Order of Australia[image: External link] in 1975, the Governor-General was, ex officio, Chancellor and Principal Companion[image: External link] of the Order, and therefore became entitled to the post-nominal AC. In 1976, the Letters Patent for the Order were amended to introduce the rank of Knight and Dame to the Order, and from that time the Governor-General became, ex officio, the Chancellor and Principal Knight of the Order. In 1986 the Letters Patent were amended again, and Governors-General appointed from that time were again, ex officio, entitled to the post-nominal AC (although if they already held a knighthood in the Order that superior rank was retained).

Until 1989, all Governors-General were members of the Privy Council of the United Kingdom[image: External link] and thus held the additional style the Right Honourable[image: External link] for life. The same individuals were also usually either peers[image: External link], knights, or both (the only Australian peer to be appointed as Governor-General was the Lord Casey[image: External link]; and Sir William McKell[image: External link] was knighted only in 1951, some years into his term, but he was entitled to the style "The Honourable" during his tenure as Premier of New South Wales, an office he held until almost immediately before his appointment). In 1989, Bill Hayden[image: External link], a republican, declined appointment to the British Privy Council and any imperial honours[image: External link]. From that time until 2014, Governors-General did not receive automatic titles or honours, other than the post-nominal AC by virtue of being Chancellor and Principal Companion of the Order of Australia. Dame Quentin Bryce[image: External link] was the first Governor-General to have had no prior title or pre-nominal[image: External link] style. She was in office when, on 19 March 2014, the Queen, acting on the advice of Prime Minister Tony Abbott[image: External link], amended the Letters Patent of the Order of Australia to provide, inter alia, that the Governor-General would be, ex officio, Principal Knight or Principal Dame of the Order. Until 2015, the honour continued after the retirement from office of the Governor-General. Formerly, the Governor-General automatically became a knight or dame (if he or she was not already one previously) upon being sworn in.[8]
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 Backgrounds of Governors-General




All the Governors-General until 1965 were British born, except for Australian-born Sir Isaac Isaacs[image: External link] (1931–36) and Sir William McKell[image: External link] (1947–53). There have been only Australian occupants since then, although Sir Ninian Stephen[image: External link] (1982–89) had been born in Britain. Prince Henry, Duke of Gloucester[image: External link], was a senior member of the Royal family. Dame Quentin Bryce, Governor-General 2008-2014, was the first woman to be appointed to the office. Sir Isaac Isaacs and Sir Zelman Cowen were Jewish[image: External link]; Bill Hayden[image: External link] is an avowed atheist[image: External link] and he made an affirmation rather than swear an oath at the beginning of his commission; the remaining Governors-General have been at least nominally Christian.

Various Governor-General had previously served as governors of an Australian state or colony: Lord Hopetoun[image: External link] (Victoria 1889–95); Lord Tennyson[image: External link] (South Australia 1899–1902); Lord Gowrie[image: External link] (South Australia 1928–34; and New South Wales 1935–36); Major General Michael Jeffery[image: External link] (Western Australia 1993–2000); Dame Quentin Bryce[image: External link] (Queensland 2003–08). Sir Ronald Munro Ferguson[image: External link] had been offered the governorship of South Australia in 1895 and of Victoria in 1910, but refused both appointments. Lord Northcote[image: External link] was Governor of Bombay[image: External link]. Lord Casey was Governor of Bengal[image: External link] in between his periods of service to the Australian Parliament.

Former leading politicians and members of the judiciary have figured prominently. Lord Dudley[image: External link] was Lord Lieutenant of Ireland[image: External link] 1902–05. Lord Stonehaven[image: External link] (as John Baird) was Minister for Transport in the Cabinets of Bonar Law[image: External link] and Stanley Baldwin[image: External link]; and after his return to Britain he became Chairman of the UK Conservative Party[image: External link]. Sir Isaac Isaacs was successively Commonwealth Attorney-General, a High Court judge, and Chief Justice. Sir William McKell was Premier of New South Wales. Lord Dunrossil[image: External link] (as William Morrison) was Speaker of the UK House of Commons[image: External link]. Lord De L'Isle[image: External link] was Secretary of State for Air[image: External link] in Winston Churchill[image: External link]'s Cabinet 1951–55. More recent Governors-General in this category include Lord Casey, Sir Paul Hasluck[image: External link], Sir John Kerr[image: External link], Sir Ninian Stephen[image: External link], Bill Hayden[image: External link] and Sir William Deane[image: External link].

Of the ten Australians appointed governor-general since 1965, Lord Casey[image: External link], Sir Paul Hasluck and Bill Hayden[image: External link] were former federal parliamentarians[image: External link]; Sir John Kerr was the Chief Justice[image: External link] of the Supreme Court of New South Wales[image: External link]; Sir Ninian Stephen and Sir William Deane were appointed from the bench of the High Court; Sir Zelman Cowen[image: External link] was a vice-chancellor[image: External link] of the University of Queensland[image: External link] and constitutional lawyer; Peter Hollingworth[image: External link] was the Anglican Archbishop[image: External link] of Brisbane[image: External link]; and Major-General Michael Jeffery was a retired military officer[image: External link] and former Governor of Western Australia[image: External link]. Quentin Bryce's appointment was announced during her term as Governor of Queensland[image: External link]; she had previously been the Federal Sex Discrimination Commissioner.

Significant post-retirement activities of earlier Governors-General have included: Lord Tennyson was appointed Deputy Governor[image: External link] of the Isle of Wight[image: External link]; Sir Ronald Munro Ferguson (by now Lord Novar) became Secretary of State for Scotland[image: External link]; and Lord Gowrie became Chairman of the Marylebone Cricket Club[image: External link] (Lord Forster[image: External link] had also held this post, before his appointment as Governor-General).
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The constitution does not set a term of office, so a Governor-General may continue to hold office for any agreed length of time; however, a typical term of office is five years. At the end of this period, a commission is occasionally extended for a short time.[4]

The salary of the Governor-General is regulated by the constitution, which fixed an annual amount of 10,000 pounds[image: External link], unless the Parliament decides otherwise. The salary of the Governor-General cannot be "altered" during his or her term of office.[9] Under the Governor-General Act 1974 (Cth), each new commission has resulted in a pay increase. Today, the law ensures the salary is higher than that for the Chief Justice of the High Court, over a five-year period. The annual salary during Michael Jeffery's term was $365,000. Quentin Bryce's salary was $394,000.[10] The current salary is $425,000 and there is a generous pension.[11] Until 2001, Governors-General did not pay income tax on their salary; this was changed after the Queen agreed to pay tax.[10]

Three Governors-General have resigned their commission. The first Governor-General, Lord Hopetoun[image: External link], asked to be recalled to Britain in 1903 over a dispute about funding for the post. Sir John Kerr[image: External link] resigned in 1977, with his official reason being his decision to accept the position of Australian Ambassador to UNESCO[image: External link] in Paris, a post which ultimately he did not take up. In 2003, Archbishop Peter Hollingworth[image: External link] voluntarily stood aside while controversial allegations against him were managed, and the letters patent[image: External link] of the office were amended to take account of this circumstance. He later "stepped down over the church's handling" of "allegations" of sexual abuse of boys, for which he apologised before the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse[image: External link] in 2016.[12] In 1961, Lord Dunrossil[image: External link] became the first and, to date, only Governor-General to die while holding office.

A Governor-General may be recalled or dismissed by the monarch before their term is complete. By convention, this may only be upon advice from the prime minister, who retains responsibility for selecting an immediate replacement or letting the vacancy provisions take effect. No Australian Governor-General has ever been dismissed, and it is unclear how quickly the monarch would act on such advice. The constitutional crisis of 1975 raised the possibility of the prime minister and the Governor-General attempting to dismiss each other at the same time.

A vacancy occurs on the resignation, death, or incapacity of the Governor-General. A temporary vacancy occurs when the Governor-General is overseas on official business representing Australia. A temporary vacancy also occurred in 2003 when Peter Hollingworth stood aside.

Section 4 of the constitution allows the Queen to appoint an administrator[image: External link] to carry out the role of Governor-General when there is a vacancy.[13] By convention, the longest-serving state governor holds a dormant commission[image: External link], allowing an assumption of office to commence whenever a vacancy occurs. In 1975, Labor Prime Minister Gough Whitlam advised the Queen that Sir Colin Hannah[image: External link], then Governor of Queensland[image: External link], should have his dormant commission revoked for having made public political statements.
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Further information: Australian head of state dispute[image: External link]


The Constitution of Australia, section 2, provides:


A Governor-General appointed by the Queen shall be Her Majesty's representative in the Commonwealth, and shall have and may exercise in the Commonwealth during the Queen's pleasure, but subject to this Constitution, such powers and functions of the Queen as Her Majesty may be pleased to assign to him.[14]



Such further powers are currently set out in letters patent[image: External link] of 2008 from Queen Elizabeth II; these contain no substantive powers, but provide for the case of a Governor-General's absence or incapacity.[15] The constitution also provides that the Governor-General is the monarch's "representative" in exercising the executive power of the Commonwealth (section 61) and as commander-in-chief of the armed forces (section 68).[16]

Australian Solicitor-General Maurice Byers[image: External link] stated in 1974: "The constitutional prescription is that executive power is exercisable by the Governor-General although vested in the Queen. What is exercisable is original executive power: that is, the very thing vested in the Queen by section 61. And it is exercisable by the Queen's representative, not her delegate or agent."[17]

The 1988 Constitutional Commission report explained: "the Governor-General is in no sense a delegate of the Queen. The independence of the office is highlighted by changes which have been made in recent years to the Royal Instruments relating to it."[18] The changes occurred in 1984 when Queen Victoria's letters patent and instructions were revoked and replaced with new letters patent,[19] on Prime Minister Bob Hawke's advice, who stated that this would clarify the Governor-General's position under the constitution.[20][21]

This remains the case even when the sovereign is in the country: Solicitor-General Kenneth Bailey[image: External link], prior to the first tour of Australia by its reigning monarch in 1954, explained the position by saying:


the Constitution expressly vests in the Governor-General the power or duty to perform a number of the Crown's functions in the Legislature and the Executive Government of the Commonwealth... The executive power of the Commonwealth, by section 61 of the Constitution, is declared to be vested in the Queen. It is also, in the same section, declared to be "exercisable" by the Governor-General as the Queen's representative. In the face of this provision, I feel it is difficult to contend that the Queen, even though present in Australia, may exercise in person functions of executive government which are specifically assigned by the constitution to the Governor-General."[17]



As early as 1901, the authoritative commentary by Quick[image: External link] and Garran[image: External link] had noted that the Governor-General of Australia was distinguished from other Empire Governors-General by the fact that "[t]he principal and most important of his powers and functions, legislative as well as executive, are expressly conferred on him by the terms of the Constitution itself ... not by Royal authority, but by statutory authority".[22] This view was also held by Senior Judge of the Supreme Court of Tasmania[image: External link] Andrew Inglis Clark[image: External link], who, with W. Harrison Moore (a contributor to the first draft of the constitution put before the 1897 Adelaide Convention and professor of law at the University of Melbourne[image: External link]), postulated that the letters patent[image: External link] and the royal instructions[image: External link] issued by Queen Victoria were unnecessary "or even of doubtful legality".[23]

The monarch chose not to intervene during the 1975 Australian constitutional crisis, in which Governor-General Sir John Kerr[image: External link] dismissed the Labor government of Gough Whitlam, on the basis that such a decision is a matter "clearly placed within the jurisdiction of the Governor-General". Through her Private Secretary, she wrote that she "has no part in the decisions which the Governor-General must take in accordance with the Constitution".[24] In an address to the Sydney Institute, January 2007, in connection with that event, Sir David Smith[image: External link], a retired Official Secretary to the Governor-General of Australia[image: External link], described the constitution as conferring the powers and functions of Australia's head of state on the Governor-General in "his own right". He stated that the Governor-General was more than a representative of the sovereign, explaining: "under section 2 of the Constitution the Governor-General is the Queen's representative and exercises certain royal prerogative powers and functions; under section 61 of the Constitution the Governor-General is the holder of a quite separate and independent office created, not by the Crown, but by the Constitution, and empowered to exercise, in his own right as Governor-General... all the powers and functions of Australia's head of state."[17]
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 Role in Australia's parliament




The constitution describes the parliament of the commonwealth as consisting of the Queen, the Senate and the House of Representatives. Section 5 states that "the Governor-General may appoint such times for holding the sessions of the Parliament ... prorogue[image: External link] the Parliament [and] dissolve the House of Representatives." These provisions make it clear that the Queen's role in the parliament is in name only and the actual responsibility belongs to the Governor-General. Such decisions are usually taken on the advice of the prime minister, although that is not stated in the constitution.

The Governor-General has a ceremonial role in swearing in and accepting the resignations of Members of Parliament. They appoint a deputy, to whom members make an oath of allegiance[image: External link] before they take their seats. On the day parliament opens, the Governor-General makes a speech, entirely written by the government, explaining the government's proposed legislative program.

The most important power is found in section 58: "When a proposed law passed by both Houses of Parliament is presented to the Governor-General for the Queen's assent, he shall declare ... that he assents in the Queen's name." The Royal Assent[image: External link] brings such laws into effect, as legislation, from the date of signing.

Sections 58 to 60 allow the Governor-General to withhold assent, suggest changes, refer to the Queen or proclaim that the Queen has annulled the legislation. A number of Governors-General have reserved Royal Assent for particular legislation for the Queen. Such assent has usually been given during a scheduled visit to Australia by the Queen. On other occasions Royal Assent has been given elsewhere. Examples of this have been the Flags Act[image: External link] (1953), the Royal Styles and Titles Acts (1953 and 1973), and the Australia Act (1986).


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Role in executive government




At the start of Chapter 2 on executive government, the constitution says "The executive power of the Commonwealth is vested in the Queen and is exercisable by the Governor-General as the Queen's representative". The Governor-General presides over a Federal Executive Council[image: External link]. By convention, the prime minister is appointed to this council and advises as to which parliamentarians shall become ministers[image: External link] and parliamentary secretaries[image: External link].

In the constitution, the words "Governor-General-in-council" mean the Governor-General acting with the advice of the Council. Powers exercised in council, which are not reserve powers, include:


	establishing government departments

	appointing federal judges, and

	appointing ambassadors and high commissioners.



All such actions are taken on the advice of ministers.

Section 68, says "command-in-chief of naval and military forces ... is vested in the Governor-General as the Queen's representative". In practice, that role is ceremonial, with actual authority in the hands of the Defence Minister and the Chief of the Defence Force ( CDF[image: External link]).

In an administrative sense, the office of Governor-General is regulated by the Governor-General Act 1974.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Reserve powers




In the United Kingdom, the reserve powers[image: External link] of the monarch (which are typically referred to as the "royal prerogative[image: External link]")[25] are not explicitly stated in constitutional enactments, and are the province of convention and common law.[26] In Australia, however, the powers are explicitly given to the Governor-General in the constitution; it is their use that is the subject of convention.[27]

The reserve powers are:


	The power to dissolve (or refuse to dissolve) the House of Representatives. (Section 5 of the constitution)

	The power to dissolve Parliament on the occasion of a deadlock. (Section 57)

	The power to withhold assent to Bills. (Section 58)

	The power to appoint (or dismiss) Ministers. (Section 64)



Those powers are generally and routinely exercised on ministerial advice, but the Governor-General retains the ability to act independently in certain circumstances, as governed by convention. It is generally held that the Governor-General may use powers without ministerial advice in the following situations:


	if an election results in a parliament in which no party has a majority, the Governor-General may select the prime minister

	if a prime minister loses the support of the House of Representatives, the Governor-General may appoint a new prime minister

	if a prime minister advises a dissolution of the House of Representatives, the Governor-General may refuse that request, or request further reasons why it should be granted. It is worth noting that convention does not give the Governor-General the ability to dissolve either the House of Representatives or the Senate without advice.



The use of the reserve powers may arise in the following circumstances:


	if a prime minister advises a dissolution of Parliament on the occasion of a deadlock between the Houses, the Governor-General may refuse that request

	if the Governor-General is not satisfied with a legislative Bill as presented, they may refuse Royal Assent

	if a prime minister resigns after losing a vote of confidence, the Governor-General may select a new replacement contrary to the advice of the outgoing prime minister

	if a prime minister is unable to obtain Supply and refuses to resign or advise a dissolution, the Governor-General may dismiss him or her and appoint a new prime minister.



The above is not an exhaustive list, and new situations may arise. The most notable use of the reserve powers occurred in November 1975, in the course of the 1975 Australian constitutional crisis. On this occasion the Governor-General, Sir John Kerr[image: External link], dismissed the government of Gough Whitlam when the Senate withheld Supply to the government, even though Whitlam retained the confidence of the House of Representatives. Kerr determined that he had both the right and the duty to dismiss the government and commission a new government that would recommend a dissolution of the Parliament.[citation needed[image: External link]] Events surrounding the dismissal remain extremely controversial.
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 Ceremonial role




In addition to the formal constitutional role, the Governor-General has a representative and ceremonial role, though the extent and nature of that role has depended on the expectations of the time, the individual in office at the time, the wishes of the incumbent government, and the individual's reputation in the wider community. Governors-General generally become patrons of various charitable institutions, present honours and awards, host functions for various groups of people including ambassadors to and from other countries, and travel widely throughout Australia. Sir William Deane[image: External link] (Governor-General 1996-2001) described one of his functions as being "Chief Mourner" at prominent funerals. In Commentaries on the Constitution of the Commonwealth of Australia, Garran noted that, since the Australian executive is national in nature (being dependent on the nationally elected House of Representatives, rather than the Senate), "the Governor-General, as the official head of the Executive, does not in the smallest degree represent any federal element; if he represents anything he is the image and embodiment of national unity and the outward and visible representation of the Imperial relationship of the Commonwealth".[28]

That role can become controversial, however, if the Governor-General becomes unpopular with sections of the community. The public role adopted by Sir John Kerr[image: External link] was curtailed considerably after the constitutional crisis of 1975; Sir William Deane's public statements on political issues produced some hostility towards him; and some charities disassociated themselves from Peter Hollingworth[image: External link] after the issue of his management of sex abuse cases during his time as Anglican Archbishop of Brisbane[image: External link] became a matter of controversy.

At one time, Governors-General wore the traditional court uniform[image: External link], consisting of a dark navy wool double-breasted coatee with silver oak leaf and fern embroidery on the collar and cuffs trimmed with silver buttons embossed with the Royal Arms and with bullion edged epaulettes on the shoulders, dark navy trousers with a wide band of silver oak-leaf braid down the outside seam, silver sword belt with ceremonial sword, bicorne cocked hat with plume of ostrich feathers, black patent leather Wellington boots with spurs, etc., that is worn on ceremonial occasions.[29] There is also a tropical version made of white tropical wool cut in a typical military fashion worn with a plumed helmet. However, that custom fell into disuse during the tenure of Sir Paul Hasluck[image: External link]. The Governor-General now wears an ordinary lounge suit if a man or day dress if a woman.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Official state car




The Governor-General travels in a Rolls-Royce Phantom VI[image: External link] limousine for ceremonial occasions, such as the State Opening of Parliament[image: External link].[30] They more commonly use Australian-built luxury cars[citation needed[image: External link]] when on official business. The official cars of the Governor-General fly the Flag of the Governor-General of Australia[image: External link] and display St. Edward's Crown[image: External link] instead of number plates. A similar arrangement is used for the governors of the six states. When the Queen is in Australia, the Queen's Personal Australian Flag[image: External link] is flown on the car in which she is travelling. During the Queen's 2011 visit to Australia, she and the Duke of Edinburgh[image: External link] were driven in a Range Rover[image: External link] Vogue.
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 History




The office of Governor-General was previously used during the mid-19th century in Australia. Sir Charles FitzRoy[image: External link] (Governor of New South Wales from 1846–1855) and Sir William Denison[image: External link] (Governor of New South Wales from 1855–1861) also carried the additional title of Governor-General because their jurisdiction extended to other colonies in Australia.[31]

The office of Governor-General for the Commonwealth of Australia was conceived during the debates and conventions leading up to federation. The first Governor-General, the Earl of Hopetoun[image: External link], was a previous Governor of Victoria[image: External link]. He was appointed in July 1900, returning to Australia shortly before the inauguration of the Commonwealth of Australia on 1 January 1901. After the initial confusion of the Hopetoun Blunder[image: External link], he appointed the first Prime Minister of Australia[image: External link], Edmund Barton[image: External link], to a caretaker government, with the inaugural 1901 federal election[image: External link] not occurring until March.

Early Governors-General were British and were appointed by the Queen or King on the recommendation of the Colonial Office[image: External link]. The Australian Government was merely asked, as a matter of courtesy, whether they approved of the choice or not. Governors-General were expected[by whom?[image: External link]] to exercise a supervisory role over the Australian Government in the manner of a colonial governor. In a very real sense, they represented the British Government. They had the right to "reserve" legislation passed by the Parliament of Australia: in other words, to ask the Colonial Office[image: External link] in London for an opinion before giving the royal assent[image: External link].[32] They exercised this power several times. The Queen (that is, the UK monarch acting upon advice of the British Government) could also disallow any Australian legislation up to a year after the Governor-General had given it the assent; although this power has never been used.[33] These powers remain in the constitution, but today are regarded as dead letters.

The early Governors-General frequently sought advice on the exercise of their powers from two judges of the High Court of Australia, Sir Samuel Griffith[image: External link] and Sir Edmund Barton[image: External link].[34] That practice has continued from time to time.

During the 1920s, the importance of the position declined. As a result of decisions made at the 1926 Imperial Conference[image: External link], the Governor-General ceased to represent the British Government diplomatically, and the British right of supervision over Australian affairs was abolished. As the Balfour Declaration of 1926[image: External link], later implemented as the Statute of Westminster 1931, put it:


It is desirable formally to place on record a definition of the position held by the Governor-General as His Majesty's representative in the Dominions. That position, though now generally well recognised, undoubtedly represents a development from an earlier stage when the Governor-General was appointed solely on the advice of His Majesty's Ministers in London and acted also as their representative. In our opinion it is an essential consequence of the equality of status existing among the members of the British Commonwealth of Nations that the Governor-General of a Dominion is the representative of the Crown[image: External link], holding in all essential respects the same position in relation to the administration of public affairs in the Dominion as is held by His Majesty the King in Great Britain, and that he is not the representative or agent of His Majesty's Government in Great Britain or of any Department of that Government.



However, it remained unclear just whose prerogative it now became to decide who new Governors-General would be. In 1930, King George V[image: External link] and the Australian Prime Minister James Scullin[image: External link] discussed the appointment of a new Governor-General to replace Lord Stonehaven, whose term was coming to an end. The King maintained that it was now his sole prerogative to choose a Governor-General, and he wanted Field-Marshal Sir William Birdwood[image: External link] for the Australian post. Scullin recommended the Australian jurist Sir Isaac Isaacs[image: External link], and he insisted that George V act on the advice of his Australian prime minister in this matter. Scullin was partially influenced by the precedent set by the Government of the Irish Free State[image: External link], which always insisted upon having an Irishman as the Governor-General of the Irish Free State[image: External link].

The King approved Scullin's choice, albeit with some displeasure. The usual wording of official announcements of this nature read "The King has been pleased to appoint ...", but on this occasion the announcement said merely "The King has appointed ...", and his Private Secretary[image: External link] (Lord Stamfordham[image: External link]) asked the Solicitor-General, Sir Robert Garran[image: External link], to make sure Scullin was aware of the exact wording.[35] The opposition Nationalist Party of Australia[image: External link] denounced the appointment as "practically republican", but Scullin had set a precedent. The convention gradually became established throughout the Commonwealth that the Governor-General is a citizen of the country concerned, and is appointed on the advice of the government of that country.

In 1931, the transformation was concluded with the appointment of the first Australian Governor-General, Isaacs, and the first British Representative in Australia, Ernest Crutchley. 1935 saw the appointment of the first British High Commissioner to Australia[image: External link], Geoffrey Whiskard[image: External link] (in office 1936-1941).

After Scullin's defeat in 1931[image: External link], non-Labor governments continued to recommend British people for appointment as Governor-General, but such appointments remained solely a matter between the Australian government and the monarch. In 1947, Labor appointed a second Australian Governor-General, William McKell[image: External link], who was in office as the Labor Premier of New South Wales[image: External link]. The then Leader of the Opposition, Robert Menzies[image: External link], called McKell's appointment "shocking and humiliating".[36]

In 1965 the Menzies conservative government appointed an Australian, Lord Casey[image: External link], and thereafter only Australians have held the position. Suggestions during the early 1980s that the Prince of Wales[image: External link] might become the Governor-General came to nothing due to the prospective constitutional difficulty that might ensue if Prince Charles became King.[citation needed[image: External link]] In 2007 media outlets reported that Prince William[image: External link] might become Governor-General of Australia. Both the Prime Minister, John Howard[image: External link], and Clarence House[image: External link] repudiated the suggestion.[37][38]
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 Patronage




The Governor-General is generally invited to become Patron of various charitable and service organisations. Historically the Governor-General has also served as Chief Scout of Australia[image: External link]. The Chief Scout is nominated by the Scouting Association's National Executive Committee and is invited by the President of the Scout Association to accept the appointment.[39] Bill Hayden[image: External link] declined the office on the grounds of his atheism[image: External link], which was incompatible with the Scout Promise.[40] He did however serve as the Association's Patron during his term of office.
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 Spouse




Main article: Spouse of the Governor-General of Australia[image: External link]


Spouses of Governors-General have no official duties but carry out the role of a Vice-Regal consort. They are entitled to the courtesy style Her Excellency or His Excellency during the office-holder's term of office. Most spouses of Governors-General have been content to be quietly supportive. Some, however, have been notable in their own right, such as Dame Alexandra Hasluck[image: External link], Lady Casey[image: External link] and Michael Bryce[image: External link].
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 List




Main article: List of Governors-General of Australia[image: External link]
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 Living former Governors-General




As of January 2017 there are six living former Governors-General of Australia. The most recently deceased Governor-General, Sir Zelman Cowen[image: External link] (1977–1982), died on 8 December 2011.



	Name
	Term of office
	Date of birth



	Sir Ninian Stephen[image: External link]
	1982–1989
	15 June 1923 (age 93)




	Bill Hayden[image: External link]
	1989–1996
	23 January 1933 (age 84)




	Sir William Deane[image: External link]
	1996–2001
	4 January 1931 (age 86)




	Peter Hollingworth[image: External link]
	2001–2003
	10 April 1935 (age 82)




	Michael Jeffery[image: External link]
	2003–2008
	12 December 1937 (age 79)




	Dame Quentin Bryce[image: External link]
	2008–2014
	23 December 1942 (age 74)
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 Timeline of Governors-General
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Malcolm Turnbull






Malcolm Bligh Turnbull (born 24 October 1954) is the 29th and current Prime Minister of Australia[image: External link]. He first served as parliamentary leader of the Liberal Party of Australia[image: External link] and as opposition leader[image: External link] from 2008[image: External link] to 2009[image: External link], and became parliamentary leader and Prime Minister after defeating Tony Abbott[image: External link] at the 2015 Liberal leadership spill[image: External link]. The Turnbull Government[image: External link] was re-elected at the 2016 federal election[image: External link] though with a bare one-seat majority.

Turnbull attended Sydney Grammar School[image: External link] before going to the University of Sydney[image: External link], where he attained a Bachelor of Arts and a Bachelor of Laws[image: External link]. Turnbull then attended Brasenose College, Oxford[image: External link] as a Rhodes Scholar[image: External link], where he attained a Bachelor of Civil Law[image: External link]. For over two decades prior to entering politics, Turnbull worked in both personal and managerial positions as a journalist, a lawyer, a merchant banker[image: External link], a venture capitalist[image: External link], and chairman of the Australian Republican Movement[image: External link]. A multi-millionaire[image: External link], Turnbull purchased a stake of internet service provider[image: External link] Ozemail[image: External link] in 1994 for $500,000 and sold his stake just months before the dot com bubble burst[image: External link] in 1999 for $57 million, paving the way to his current estimated net worth of above $200 million with entries in the BRW Rich 200[image: External link] list.

Though Turnbull had attempted Liberal preselection at a 1981 by-election[image: External link] and later at the 2001 federal election[image: External link], he was first elected to the House of Representatives for the seat of Wentworth[image: External link] in New South Wales at the 2004 federal election[image: External link]. Elevated to the Howard Cabinet[image: External link] in January 2007, he briefly served as Minister for the Environment and Water[image: External link]. Following the defeat of the Liberal government at the 2007 federal election[image: External link], Turnbull declared himself a candidate in the subsequent leadership election[image: External link], but lost to Brendan Nelson[image: External link] by three votes. Following a period of poor opinion polling, Turnbull challenged and defeated[image: External link] Nelson by four votes and became Leader of the Opposition[image: External link].

Turnbull is considered to be a part of the moderate wing of the Liberal Party, with his views on issues such as climate change[image: External link], republicanism[image: External link], same-sex marriage[image: External link] and abortion[image: External link] differing from the conservative wing. This led to persistent tensions within the party, with Turnbull's support for the Carbon Pollution Reduction Scheme[image: External link] proposed by the Rudd Government[image: External link] in late 2009 eventually causing a split. Tony Abbott[image: External link], who was opposed to the scheme, subsequently challenged Turnbull[image: External link] and defeated him for the leadership by a single vote. Initially intending to leave politics, Turnbull remained in parliament and eventually became Minister for Communications[image: External link] in the Abbott Government[image: External link] following the defeat of the Labor Government at the 2013 federal election[image: External link].

On 14 September 2015, citing consistently poor opinion polling for the government, Turnbull resigned as Minister for Communications and challenged Abbott in a leadership ballot[image: External link] that he won by ten votes. Turnbull was subsequently sworn in as Prime Minister the following day and formed the Turnbull Government[image: External link]. Opinion polling prior to the 2016 federal election[image: External link] indicated a honeymoon period which lasted for several months until the beginning of April, when Turnbull entered net negative satisfaction rating territory and the Coalition's two-party[image: External link] polling lead had evaporated, right through to the knife-edge 2016 election[image: External link]. In the following days of uncertainty, Turnbull negotiated with the crossbench[image: External link] and secured confidence and supply[image: External link] support from Bob Katter[image: External link], Andrew Wilkie[image: External link] and Cathy McGowan[image: External link] in the event of a hung parliament[image: External link] and resulting minority government[image: External link].[1] However, at the closest federal majority result since the 1961 election[image: External link], the Liberal/National Coalition retained majority government by a single seat.[2]



TOP
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 Early life and education




Malcolm Turnbull was born in Sydney on 24 October 1954 to Bruce Bligh Turnbull and Coral Magnolia Lansbury[image: External link]. Turnbull's maternal grandmother, May Lansbury (née Morle), was born in England.[3][4] Turnbull's father was a hotel broker. Turnbull's mother was a radio actor, a writer, an academic, and a second cousin[5] of the British film and television actress, Angela Lansbury[image: External link].[3][6] Turnbull suffered asthma as a young child.[7] Turnbull's parents separated when he was nine, with Turnbull's mother leaving first for New Zealand, and then the United States.[8] Turnbull was then raised by his father.[9][10][11][12]

Turnbull is of direct paternal Scottish[image: External link] descent; his great-great-great grandfather John Turnbull (1751–1834) arrived on the Coromandel[image: External link] in 1802 in New South Wales and became a tailor[image: External link]. In an interview in 2015, Turnbull said that his middle name[image: External link] "Bligh" is a tradition for generations, named after Governor Bligh[image: External link] who was much admired.[13] During his childhood, he practised Presbyterianism[image: External link] before becoming a Roman Catholic.[14]

Turnbull spent his first three years of school at Vaucluse Public School[image: External link]. He then attended the St Ives[image: External link] preparatory school at Sydney Grammar School[image: External link] as a boarder. In senior school he was a boarder at the former Randwick[image: External link] campus[8] of the school while attending classes at the main College Street[image: External link] campus[15][16] on a partial scholarship.[8][16][17] He was senior school co-captain in 1972, as well as winning the Lawrence Campbell Oratory Competition[image: External link],[7] excelling particularly in the literary subjects such as English and history.[8][18] However, contrary to certain sources,[17] Turnbull was not the dux of his graduating year at Sydney Grammar.[19] In 1987, in memory of his late father, he set up the Bruce Turnbull means-tested scholarship at Sydney Grammar, which offers full remission of fees to a student unable to afford them.[16]

In 1973, Turnbull attended the University of Sydney[image: External link] and graduated with a Bachelor of Arts degree (majoring in political science)[20][21] in 1977 and a Bachelor of Laws[image: External link] degree in 1978.[22][23] During his studies, he was active in student politics, serving as board director of the University of Sydney Union[image: External link].[24][25] He also worked as a political journalist for Nation Review[image: External link], Radio 2SM[image: External link] and Channel 9[image: External link] covering state politics.[26]

In 1978, Turnbull won a Rhodes Scholarship[image: External link][27] and attended Brasenose College, Oxford[image: External link], where he studied for a Bachelor of Civil Law[image: External link] degree from 1978 to 1980, graduating with honours. While at Oxford, he worked for The Sunday Times[image: External link] and contributed to newspapers and magazines in the United States and Australia.[28] While at Oxford, a university don[image: External link] wrote of Turnbull that he was "always going to enter life's rooms without knocking".[29]
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 Professional career




After graduating from Oxford, Turnbull returned to Australia and began working as a barrister[image: External link]. He left the bar[image: External link] in 1983. Firstly he attempted preselection in the safe Liberal seat of Mosman[image: External link]. However, he lost to Phillip Smiles. Then he chose to become general counsel and secretary for Australian Consolidated Press[image: External link] Holdings Group, from 1983 to 1985.

During this time he defended Kerry Packer[image: External link] against the "Goanna" allegations made by the Costigan Commission[image: External link]. Turnbull attempted to use the press to goad the counsel assisting the commission, Douglas Meagher QC, into suing him and Packer for the withering public attack both undertook to sully Meagher's and Costigan's names. Turnbull accused Meagher and Costigan of being "unjust, capricious, dishonest and malicious". Turnbull led Packer to sue Meagher for defamation, an action that was struck down by Justice David Hunt as being an abuse of process, and that Turnbull had managed "to poison the fountain of justice". The "Scorched Earth" tactic made Turnbull enemies in the NSW Bar Association, something that led to Turnbull leaving the Bar Association.[30]

In partnership with Bruce McWilliam, he established his own law firm, Turnbull McWilliam. During 1986, Turnbull defended Peter Wright[image: External link], a former MI5[image: External link] official who wrote the book Spycatcher[image: External link], and successfully stopped the British government's attempts to suppress the book's publication in Australia. Turnbull later wrote a book on the trial.[31]


"The fact of the matter is that nothing is achieved in this world, particularly politically, other than with persistence, and persistence involves repetition and it involves argument and re-argument... The public interest in free speech is not just in truthful speech, in correct speech, in fair speech... The interest is in the debate. You see, every person who has ultimately changed the course of history has started off being unpopular." Turnbull's closing submissions, 18 December 1986[32]



In 1987, Turnbull established an investment banking firm, Whitlam Turnbull & Co Ltd, in partnership with Neville Wran[image: External link] (a former Labor Premier of New South Wales[image: External link]) and the former State Bank of New South Wales[image: External link] chief executive, Nicholas Whitlam[image: External link] (son of Gough Whitlam, a former Labor prime minister). Whitlam parted company with the others in 1990 and the firm operated as Turnbull & Partners Ltd from then until 1997, when Turnbull moved to become a managing director and later a partner of Goldman Sachs[image: External link].

Turnbull was a director of FTR Holdings Ltd (1995–2004), chair and managing director of Goldman Sachs Australia (1997–2001) and a partner with Goldman Sachs and Co (1998–2001).

Turnbull was a director of Star Technology Systems (1993–1995), which attempted, but failed, to mine gold at Sukhoi Log mine[image: External link].[33]

In the 1990s, Turnbull was chairman of Axiom Forest Resources, which conducted logging in the Solomon Islands under the trading name Silvania Forest Products. The latter's work was described by the Australian International Development Assistance Bureau[image: External link] as a " clear-felling[image: External link] operation", and the then Solomon Islands Prime Minister Solomon Mamaloni[image: External link] reportedly threatened to close it down for "constant breaches of logging practices", according to a critical article in the Solomon Times.[34][35]

Turnbull purchased a stake of internet service provider[image: External link] Ozemail[image: External link] in 1994 for $500,000 and sold his stake just months before the dot com bubble burst[image: External link] in 1999 for $57 million to then-telecommunications giant MCI Worldcom[image: External link].[36] In the same year he used his software and investment company FTR Holdings Ltd to take positions in a number of Internet businesses including WebCentral[image: External link] and Chaos.com[image: External link].[37]

In May 2002, Turnbull appeared before the HIH Insurance[image: External link] royal commission[image: External link] and was questioned on Goldman Sachs's involvement in the possible privatisation of one of the acquisitions of the collapsed insurance company. The Royal Commissioner's report made no adverse findings against him or Goldman Sachs,[38] however, Turnbull was one of nine defendants who settled later litigation over the collapse in undisclosed payments, thought to be worth as much as $500m. [39]
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 Early political involvement




Turnbull first showed interest in entering the Australian Parliament in 1981. He stood for Liberal Party preselection[image: External link] for the seat of Wentworth[image: External link] in the eastern suburbs of Sydney in the 1981 Wentworth by-election[image: External link]; however he was beaten by Peter Coleman[image: External link].[9] He attempted preselection in the safe seat of Mosman in 1983, but lost to Phillip Smiles. He let his membership of the Liberal Party lapse in the 1980s, and rejoined in late 2000.[40] Turnbull was Federal Treasurer of the Liberal Party and a member of the party's federal and New South Wales executives from 2002 to 2003, and was also a director of the Menzies Research Centre[image: External link], the Liberal Party's research centre.

In 1993 he was appointed by Paul Keating[image: External link] as Chairman of the Republic Advisory Committee[image: External link], charged with exploring ways of moving Australia to an overtly republican form of government by removing the Queen from Australian government.
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 Australian Republican Movement




From 1993 to 2000, Turnbull was the chairman of the Australian Republican Movement[image: External link]. He was an elected delegate at the Australian Constitutional Convention 1998[image: External link] in Canberra[image: External link] in February.[41] At the Convention, Turnbull cautioned against mixing the roles of president and prime minister, advocating a parliamentary republic[image: External link], and supported the bi-partisan appointment republican model[image: External link] adopted by the convention.[42]

Turnbull was active in the unsuccessful 1999 referendum[image: External link] campaign to establish an Australian republic[image: External link] as chairman of the Yes Committee. He published a book on the campaign, called Fighting for the Republic. When the referendum failed, Turnbull accused incumbent Prime Minister and Monarchist John Howard[image: External link] of "breaking the nation's heart".[43]

In 2000 Turnbull retired as chairman of the Australian Republican Movement. Turnbull left the board of Ausflag[image: External link] in 1994 after being asked for his resignation and in 2004 joined the Australian National Flag Association[image: External link].[44]
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 Selection of political party




Turnbull had a long affiliation with the Liberal Party of Australia[image: External link] throughout his career. During his time at the head of the Australian Republican Movement[image: External link], he had considered running for a seat as a Labor candidate. In 2015, it was revealed that Turnbull had held talks with John Della Bosca[image: External link] during this time on a possible switch and that he had harboured aspirations in his youth to head the Australian Workers' Union[image: External link], which has a strong connection with Labor.[45] The actuation, made by former Labor Foreign Minister Bob Carr[image: External link], has since been used by Labor leader Bill Shorten[image: External link] in relation to the Royal Commission into trade union governance and corruption[image: External link].[46]
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 Howard Government
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 First years in parliament (2004–2006)




In 2000, Turnbull sought Liberal preselection for Wentworth[image: External link] but did not contest after being convinced that Liberal incumbent Peter King[image: External link] had the numbers in Wentworth's Liberal branches.[21] In 2003, Turnbull announced that he was again seeking Liberal preselection in Wentworth,[47] and in 2004 defeated King.[21] During the bitter pre-selection campaign, King accused Turnbull of branch stacking[image: External link], by having local members transferring their membership to a branch that would decide the pre-selection, what King referred to as "branch stripping".[48] Following his preselection loss, King stood for the seat at the 2004 election[image: External link] as an independent[image: External link] candidate. As a result, the traditionally Liberal electorate was turned into an electoral wildcard, with the contest for the seat becoming a three-person race between Turnbull, King and Labor candidate David Patch. During the campaign, Turnbull spent over A$600,000 on the campaign.[49] While the Liberal primary vote fell 10.3 percent to 41.8 percent, King received 18 percent of the primary vote with a 57/43 Liberal/Labor preference split which brought Turnbull over the line, but on a reduced 55.5 percent two-party vote[image: External link] after a 2.4 percent swing[image: External link] it made Wentworth a marginal seat on paper for the first time since the 1993 election[image: External link].[50]
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 Front Bench (2006–2007)




Main article: Fourth Howard Ministry[image: External link]


Announcing his cabinet reshuffle on 24 January 2006, the prime minister, John Howard, promoted Turnbull from the backbench to parliamentary secretary[image: External link], with special responsibility for water, at the height of the 2000s Australian drought.[51] In this new capacity he reported directly to the prime minister. On 26 September 2006, Howard announced the creation, within the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet[image: External link], of a new Office of Water Resources to address the problem of drought in Australia. Turnbull was given charge of this office until he was elevated by Howard as Minister for the Environment and Water Resources[image: External link] in January 2007.

In his position as Environment Minister, Turnbull approved a proposed A$1.7 billion Bell Bay Pulp Mill[image: External link] in Tasmania's north, near Launceston[image: External link].[52] Turnbull's approval of the Bell Bay Pulp Mill project of Gunns Ltd[image: External link] came on 4 October 2007 and followed a report by the Government's chief scientist Jim Peacock[image: External link] on the project's potential environmental impact, which requires the project to meet 48 "strict environmental" conditions.

In February 2007, Turnbull was criticised for claiming a government allowance of A$175 a night and paying it to his wife as rent while living in a townhouse owned by her in Canberra.[53]

During the 2007 election[image: External link] campaign, Turnbull announced that the then Government would contribute A$10 million to the investigation of an untried Russian technology that aims to trigger rainfall from the atmosphere, even when there are no clouds. The Australian Rain Corporation presented research documents written in Russian, explained by a Russian researcher who spoke to local experts in Russian.[54] Although Turnbull claimed that Australian Rain Corporation was Australian-based, investigations revealed that it was 75 per cent Swiss-owned. It was also revealed that a prominent stakeholder in the Australian Rain Corporation, Matt Handbury, is a nephew of Rupert Murdoch[image: External link]. Turnbull has refused to answer questions regarding Handbury's contribution to the Wentworth Forum, the main fund-raising organisation for Turnbull's 2007 election campaign.[54]

In 2007, Turnbull promised that his government, if elected, would grant same-sex couples death benefits in Commonwealth superannuation schemes, a promise similar to one made three years earlier, during the 2004 election[image: External link] campaign.[55]
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 Opposition
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 2007 election and aftermath




With no electoral competition from former incumbent MP Peter King, as there had been in 2004, Turnbull retained his seat at the 2007 election[image: External link] gaining a two-party vote[image: External link] 1.3 percent swing[image: External link] in Wentworth,[56] despite a 5.6 percent swing away from the coalition in the state, and a 5.4 percent swing nationwide.[57] Prime Minister Howard had lost his own seat of Bennelong[image: External link], and on 25 November 2007, Liberal deputy leader Peter Costello[image: External link] announced he would not seek the party leadership. Turnbull declared his candidacy later the same day, and was considered a favourite by many.[58] He narrowly lost to Brendan Nelson[image: External link] at the 2007 Liberal leadership ballot[image: External link] on 29 November by three votes. Nelson in turn appointed him Shadow Treasurer[image: External link].[59]

Shortly afterwards, fellow opposition front bencher Nick Minchin[image: External link] suggested that Turnbull's failure to consult with party colleagues before declaring his opinion to the media on such issues as an apology to the Stolen Generations cost him the leadership.[60] This led to a disagreement between the two and culminated in Minchin privately telling Turnbull that he was "too f***ing sensitive."[61] In May 2008, Turnbull attacked the 2008 Australian federal budget[image: External link], concerned by increased taxes on luxury cars and certain alcoholic drinks, citing possible increased inflation.[62]
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 Leader of the Opposition (2008–2009)




Turnbull defeated Brendan Nelson[image: External link] at the 2008 Liberal leadership ballot[image: External link] on 16 September by four votes. The same month, he confessed that he had smoked marijuana[image: External link] in his younger days, becoming the first Liberal leader to make such an admission. He said he now thought it was a very bad idea because the drug could be damaging.[63] In early 2009 Turnbull appointed Chris Kenny[image: External link], a former Downer[image: External link] staffer and Advertiser journalist, as his chief of staff.[64]

In May 2009, Turnbull attacked the 2009 Australian federal budget[image: External link], in particular the means testing of the private health insurance rebate.[65] The following month, Godwin Grech, a Treasury[image: External link] official, alleged that a car dealer with links to the Labor Party had received preferential treatment under the OzCar program, sparking the 'OzCar affair[image: External link]'. That day Turnbull stated that Prime Minister Rudd[image: External link] and Treasurer Wayne Swan[image: External link] had "used their offices and taxpayers' resources to seek advantage for one of their mates and then lied about it to the Parliament" and that they needed to explain their actions or resign.[66] On 22 June the e-mail Grech had provided to the Liberal Party to support this allegation was found to have been faked by Grech; later admitted by Grech,[67] and an Australian National Audit Office[image: External link] inquiry on 4 August cleared both Rudd and Swan of any wrongdoing.[68] Turnbull's handling of the OzCar affair led to a large decline in his and the Liberal Party's approval ratings in opinion polls.[69]

On 24 November 2009 a party room meeting was held to discuss the Rudd government's proposed Carbon Pollution Reduction Scheme[image: External link] (CPRS). Turnbull instructed the party to support CPRS despite significant disagreement among his colleagues.[70] There was even a suggestion that some Liberal Senators should vote to "guillotine" debate[image: External link] and force an immediate Senate vote on the CPRS bill. (If the Senate rejected the bill, this would have given the government a double dissolution trigger.) In response the next day, MPs Wilson Tuckey[image: External link] and Dennis Jensen[image: External link] made a leadership "spill motion" which if successful Kevin Andrews[image: External link] would have stood to challenge Turnbull for the liberal party leadership.[71] The rebellion continued, though – many front bench Liberals resigned from the shadow cabinet, including Tony Abbott[image: External link].[72]

Brendan Nelson holds the record for lowest Newspoll[image: External link] "Better Prime Minister" rating of 7 percent (29 February-2 March 2008). Three leaders including Turnbull hold the combined second-lowest rating of 14 percent – Simon Crean[image: External link] (28–30 November 2003), Turnbull (27–29 November 2009) and Bill Shorten (3–6 December 2015).

Turnbull's support for the Carbon Pollution Reduction Scheme[image: External link] proposed by the Rudd Government[image: External link] split the Turnbull opposition, resulting in Tony Abbott[image: External link] defeating Turnbull at the 2009 Liberal leadership ballot[image: External link] on 1 December by a single vote.[73]

After the leadership vote, Turnbull said he would serve out his full term as member for Wentworth.[74] On 6 April 2010, he announced he would not seek re-election.[75] However, on 1 May 2010 he reversed his decision,[76] stating he had been convinced by the former Liberal Prime Minister, John Howard, to remain in parliament.[43]
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 Shadow Minister (2010–2013)




At the 2010 federal election[image: External link], Turnbull was re-elected with an 11.01 percent two-party[image: External link] swing[image: External link][77] and was subsequently brought back to the front bench as shadow communications minister.[78] At the 2012 Alfred Deakin Lecture on digital liberty[79] he spoke out strongly against the Australian government's proposed two-year data retention law.[80]

In July 2012, Turnbull was criticised for saying that civil unions should be accepted as a first step toward same-sex marriage in Australia[image: External link]. Turnbull supports same-sex marriage and a conscience vote for Coalition MPs on the issue. However, Tony Abbott did not allow a conscience vote on the issue. Turnbull said that countries that have allowed same-sex marriage, such as the Netherlands[image: External link], Spain[image: External link], Sweden[image: External link], Norway[image: External link], Canada[image: External link] and the United Kingdom[image: External link] first had civil unions.[81]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Abbott Government
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 Minister for Communications (2013–2015)




On 9 April 2013, Turnbull and Tony Abbott announced their party's alternative National Broadband Network[image: External link] (NBN) plan.[82] The new plan is a modified and scaled-down NBN with "fibre to the node[image: External link]" (FTTN) then last-mile[image: External link] by copper cable[image: External link].[83] The new policy developed by Turnbull contrasted with the previous Liberal Party position, which had called for the dismantling of the NBN should the Liberal Party win the 2013 federal election. As such, the policy allowed the NBN to continue irrespective of the result of the election, although it did so in a different form from what was previously being built.[83] In 2014, Turnbull announced that the Vertigan Report, a cost-benefit analysis[image: External link] of providing fast broadband to regional and rural Australia through wireless and satellite services, revealed that it will cost nearly A$5 billion and was expected to produce only A$600 million in economic benefits – a return of just 10 per cent. In spite of the economic cost, Turnbull stated that subsidising broadband to regional areas is "fiendishly expensive" but said there was no other option.[84]

Turnbull brokered a deal between the government, NBN Co[image: External link] and Telstra[image: External link] in December 2014 whereby NBN Co acquired Telstra's copper network and hybrid-fibre coaxial (HFC) which shall be used to deliver the NBN. Further, Telstra and NBN Co are to work together on the FTTN trial which involves 200,000 premises.[85] In August 2015, Turnbull revealed that the overall end cost of the network build would likely expand up to an additional $15 billion, with NBN Co likely to take on the additional expenditure as debt. Though still cheaper than the original Labor Party NBN policy, which would have delivered faster connection speeds, the peak funding requirement under the current model is between $46 billion and $56 billion.[86]
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 February 2015 leadership spill motion




Main article: Liberal Party of Australia leadership spill motion, February 2015[image: External link]


Following persistent leadership tensions, the 2015 Liberal leadership spill motion[image: External link] on 9 February was moved against incumbent Tony Abbott[image: External link]. Although the spill motion was defeated 61 votes to 39, Turnbull had been thought to be considering a leadership run if the spill motion had succeeded, telling reporters before the vote that "if for whatever reason the leadership of a political party is vacant then anyone, any member of the party can stand, whether they be a minister or a backbencher, without any disloyalty to the person whose leadership has been declared vacant."[87][88]
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 Prime Minister of Australia (2015–present)




Main article: Turnbull Government[image: External link]


See also: First Turnbull Ministry[image: External link] and Second Turnbull Ministry[image: External link]
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 September 2015 leadership spill motion




Main article: Liberal Party of Australia leadership spill, September 2015[image: External link]


Despite the defeat of the spill motion, questions over Abbott's leadership continued, with the Government consistently performing poorly in opinion polls. On 14 September 2015, after 30 consecutive Newspolls had put the Liberals far behind Labor, Turnbull resigned from the Cabinet and announced he would challenge Abbott for the leadership of the Liberal Party.[89] Turnbull stated that Abbott "was not capable of providing the economic leadership we need" and that the Liberal Party needs a "style of leadership that respects the people's intelligence."[90][91] Turnbull defeated Abbott by 54 votes to 44 at the 2015 Liberal leadership ballot[image: External link] on 14 September.[92][93] He was sworn in as the 29th Prime Minister of Australia the following day.[94][95]

Turnbull announced an extensive reshuffle on 20 September 2015 to form the First Turnbull Ministry[image: External link]. Notably, he increased the number of female Cabinet Ministers from two to five and appointed Marise Payne[image: External link] as Australia's first female Minister for Defence. The number of Cabinet Ministers rose from 19 to 21. On Turnbull's key policy differences with Abbott, particularly climate change[image: External link], republicanism and same-sex marriage[image: External link], he stated that there would be no immediate change before any election.[96] The Nationals[image: External link] successfully negotiated a total of $4 billion worth of deals from Turnbull, as well as control of the water portfolio, in exchange for a continued Coalition agreement.[97][98] Turnbull has stated that he would not lead a government that did not take climate change seriously.[99]
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 2016 election




Main article: Australian federal election, 2016[image: External link]


On 21 March 2016, Turnbull announced that Parliament would consider bills to reinstate the Australian Building and Construction Commission[image: External link] (ABCC) for a third time. Turnbull said that if the Senate again rejected the bill, he would advise the Governor-General to call a double dissolution of Parliament and a federal election for 2 July. Turnbull also brought forward the delivery of the federal budget[image: External link] from 10 May to 3 May to facilitate this.[100] On 18 April, the Senate once again rejected the bills to reinstate the ABCC. On 8 May, Turnbull visited Government House[image: External link] to advise the Governor-General to issue the writs for a double dissolution on 9 May; this confirmed the date of the election as 2 July 2016.[101]

During the 2016 election[image: External link] campaign, a ReachTEL opinion poll of 626 Wentworth[image: External link] voters conducted on 31 May predicted a two-party[image: External link] swing[image: External link] against Turnbull for the first time since his election to Wentworth – revealing a reduced 58 percent two-party vote from a large 10.9 percent two-party swing.[102]

In June 2016, the president of the Australian National Imams Council[image: External link], Sheikh Shady Alsuleiman[image: External link] participated in an Iftar[image: External link] dinner at Kirribilli House[image: External link]. The Prime Minister said he would not have invited Alsuleiman if he had known of his position regarding homosexuals.[103]

Turnbull repeatedly claimed prior to the election that a vote for a Labor, Green or Independent candidate was a vote for "the Labor/Green/Independent alliance",[104][105] and also refused to countenance a hung parliament[image: External link].[106]

Opinion polling prior to the 2016 federal election[image: External link] indicated a honeymoon period which lasted for several months until the beginning of April, when Turnbull entered net negative satisfaction rating territory and the Coalition's two-party[image: External link] polling lead had evaporated, right through to the knife-edge 2016 election[image: External link]. In the following days of uncertainty, Turnbull negotiated with the crossbench[image: External link] and secured confidence and supply[image: External link] support from Bob Katter[image: External link], Andrew Wilkie[image: External link] and Cathy McGowan[image: External link] in the event of a hung parliament[image: External link] and resulting minority government[image: External link].[1]

After close exit polling and electorates reporting through the night, it became obvious that the election was too close to call.[107] However, it became obvious as negotiations between Crossbenchers and power brokers that the Coalition had kept onto their majority. Consequently, it was the closest federal majority result since the 1961 election[image: External link], with the Liberal/National Coalition retaining majority government by a single seat.[2]

In February 2017, Turnbull confirmed he had donated $1.75 million to the Liberal Party's election campaign.[108]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Refugee and asylum seeker policy




Continuing the bipartisan stance of Operation Sovereign Borders[image: External link] has been at the forefront the Coalition's asylum seeker[image: External link] policy. Around 1,250 asylum seekers remain in the offshore processing centres on Manus Island[image: External link] and Nauru.

On 10 August 2016 The Guardian released over 2,000 leaked incident reports, known as the 'Nauru files'. These reports 'paint[ed] a picture of routine dysfunction and cruelty' as a result of the mishandling by the Australian Government.[109] Thousands of protestors gathered in marches across Australia calling for the immediate closure of the camps.[110]

Turnbull and Immigration and Border Protection Minister[image: External link] Peter Dutton[image: External link] then jointly announced on 13 November 2016 that Australia and the United States under the Turnbull and Obama administrations[image: External link] respectively, would enter into a one-off exchange of refugees. This would involve a swap of the 1,250 refugees located on Nauru and Manus with several thousand refugees originating in Honduras[image: External link], Guatemala[image: External link] and other Central American[image: External link] nations. Though the details of the trade were not made transparent to the public, a public briefing announced the deal would be applied only to existing refugees and that they would be resettled in America in the coming year.[111][112]

After a call with President Donald Trump[image: External link] during the first weeks of the Trump administration[image: External link], Turnbull was 'confident' and confirmed that the deal would still go ahead.[113] However, during a phone call one week later on 2 February 2017, Trump expressed concern on the refugee swap, labelling the trade a "dumb deal" and vowing to 'study' it.[114][115]

On a subsequent visit by the US Vice-President[image: External link] Mike Pence[image: External link] in Sydney, he confirmed that the United States would honour the deal. However, the refugees would be subject to 'extreme vetting' before acceptance for transferral.[116]
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Since the 2016 election, the Turnbull government has followed prior Coalition government energy policies. This involves the wholesale dismissal of renewable energy targets[image: External link] and emissions intensity schemes[image: External link]. This only hardened when South Australia faced large blackouts which Turnbull had blamed on the state's 'ambitious' renewable energy target.[117] In response to the gas and energy crisis that occurred in March 2017,[118] Malcolm Turnbull announced a 50% increase in the capacity of Snowy Hydro[image: External link] through 'pumped hydro' technology.[119]

In April 2017, Turnbull announced that he would use the Commonwealth government's powers to place export restrictions on the nation's liquified natural gas[image: External link] ("LNG") industry.[120] He announced that these changes were in response to the high wholesale gas prices that were a result of a shortage of gas in the domestic gas market and that it was 'unacceptable' that domestic prices were so high, indicating a consequence of these restrictions would be a decrease in the wholesale gas price. The multinational[image: External link] gas companies and the gas industry association heavily criticised the policy saying that it would neither increase supply or reduce the wholesale price of gas.[121]
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 Personal life




Turnbull is married to prominent businesswoman and 2003–04 Sydney Lord Mayor[image: External link] Lucy Turnbull[image: External link] AO[image: External link], née[image: External link] Hughes. They married on 22 March 1980 at Cumnor[image: External link], Oxfordshire, near Oxford by a Church of England priest while Turnbull was attending the University of Oxford[image: External link].[122] They live in the eastern suburbs of Sydney.[123]

Turnbull and Lucy have two adult children, Alex and Daisy, and as of July 2016, two grandchildren.[123][124]

The use of Bligh as a male middle name is a tradition in the Turnbull family. It is also Turnbull's son's middle name. One of Turnbull's ancestors was colonist John Turnbull, who named his youngest son William Bligh Turnbull in honour of deposed Governor[image: External link] William Bligh[image: External link] at the time of the Rum Rebellion[image: External link].[125]
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 Religion




Raised Presbyterian[image: External link], Turnbull converted to Roman Catholicism in 2002.[126][127] However, he has found himself at odds with the church's teaching on abortion[image: External link], stem cell research[image: External link] and same-sex marriage.[128][129] Turnbull supported legislation relaxing restrictions on abortion pill RU486[image: External link] and he also voted for the legalisation of somatic cell nuclear transfer[image: External link].[130][131][132] He did so despite the vocal public opposition to both proposals by Cardinal George Pell[image: External link], the then-Archbishop of Sydney[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Personal wealth




In 2005, the combined net worth of Malcolm and Lucy Turnbull was estimated at A$133 million,[133] making him Australia's richest parliamentarian[134] until the election of billionaire Clive Palmer[image: External link] in the 2013 election.[135][136]

Turnbull made the BRW Rich 200[image: External link] list for the second year running in 2010, and although he slipped from 182 to 197, his estimated net worth increased to A$186 million, and he continued to be the only sitting politician to make the list.[137] Turnbull was not listed in the 2014 list of the BRW Rich 200.[138] As of 2015, his estimated net worth is in excess of A$200 million.[139]
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	Medals




	
1 January 2001 Centenary Medal[image: External link], for services to the corporate sector.[140]
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 Published works




Turnbull has written several books on the republican debate, as well as his experiences during the Spycatcher trial. Notable examples of his writings include:


	Turnbull, Malcolm (1988). The Spycatcher Trial. William Heinemann Australia. ISBN  978-0-85561-239-9[image: External link].

	
Turnbull, Malcolm (1993). The Reluctant Republic. William Heinemann Australia. ISBN  978-0-85561-372-3[image: External link]. - his wife's uncle; and

	Turnbull, Malcolm (1999). Fighting for the Republic: The Ultimate Insider's Account. Hardie Grant. ISBN  978-1-86498-107-0[image: External link].
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The Chief Justice of Australia is the informal title for the presiding justice of the High Court of Australia and the highest-ranking judicial officer in the Commonwealth of Australia[image: External link]. The incumbent is Susan Kiefel, the first woman to hold the office.

The office of Chief Justice of the High Court is established under section 71 of the Australian Constitution, which establishes the High Court as consisting of a Chief Justice and at least two other Justices. The Court was constituted by, and its first members were appointed under, the Judiciary Act 1903[image: External link], with the first appointments to the High Court commencing on 5 October 1903.

The Chief Justice is first among equals[image: External link] among the Justices of the High Court, and the position differs little from that of the other Justices. All Justices, including the Chief Justice, are appointed by the Governor-General of Australia, on the advice of the federal government. They can be removed only by the Governor-General, on a request from both houses of the federal parliament, although this has never been done. Since 1977, appointment has been until the mandatory retirement age of seventy (before 1977, appointment was for life).[1] The one substantial difference between a Chief Justice and the other Justices of the Court is that, where opinion on the court is evenly divided, ordinarily the side of the question that is supported by the Chief Justice prevails.[2]

The Chief Justice often acts as the Governor-General's deputy, especially at ceremonies such as the opening of Parliament after an election. Chief Justice Samuel Griffith was several times consulted by Governors-General of Australia on the exercise of the reserve powers[image: External link].[3] However, Chief Justice Garfield Barwick created controversy during the 1975 Australian constitutional crisis[4] when he advised Governor-General Sir John Kerr[image: External link] on the constitutional legality of dismissing a prime minister—especially as the prime minister, Gough Whitlam, had refused Kerr's request for permission to consult Barwick or to act on any advice except Whitlam's own.

The Chief Justice also administers the Oath of Allegiance[image: External link] to the Monarch[image: External link] and an Oath of Office to the Governor-General-designate when he or she takes up his or her appointment.[5]
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Chief Justice Sir John Latham[image: External link] was absent from the office when he served from 1940 to 1941 as Australia's first ambassador to Japan.[6] Sir George Rich[image: External link] was Acting Chief Justice in Latham's absence.
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Susan Kiefel






Susan Mary Kiefel AC[image: External link] (/kifel /[image: External link];[1][2] born 17 January 1954) is the Chief Justice of the High Court of Australia, the highest court in the Australian court hierarchy. She became the Chief Justice of Australia on 30 January 2017 and is the first woman to have been appointed to that role.

Kiefel has served on the High Court since 2007, having previously been a judge of the Supreme Court of Queensland[image: External link] and the Federal Court of Australia[image: External link].
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 Early life and education




Susan Kiefel was born in Cairns, Queensland in 1954. She briefly attended Sandgate District State High School[image: External link], leaving at the age of 15 upon completing Year 10. In 1971, she completed secretarial training at Kangaroo Point[image: External link] Technical College[image: External link] on a scholarship[image: External link]. She worked as a secretary for a building society[image: External link], an architect, and an exploration company before starting work as a receptionist for a group of barristers, Fitzgerald, Moynihan and Mack. During this time, she completed secondary school[image: External link] and began studying law.[3]

In 1973, Kiefel joined solicitors Cannan and Peterson (which became Sly & Weigall Cannan & Peterson and is now Norton Rose Fulbright) as a legal clerk. Completing her education at night, she enrolled in the Barristers Admission Board course[image: External link] and passed her course with honours.[4] In 1984, while on sabbatical leave, she completed a Master of Laws[image: External link] (LLM) at the University of Cambridge[image: External link], where she was awarded the C.J. Hamson Prize in Comparative Law[image: External link] and the Jennings Prize. In 2008, she was elected to an Honorary Fellowship of Wolfson College, Cambridge[image: External link].


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Career





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Legal and judicial career




Kiefel was admitted to the bar in 1975. She became an honorary secretary of the Queensland Bar Association in 1978 and served on its committee in 1993. She was appointed as the first female Queen's Counsel[image: External link] in Queensland in 1987 and was appointed to the Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission[image: External link] in 1989. In May 1993, Kiefel was appointed to the Supreme Court of Queensland[image: External link].[5] The following year she was appointed by the Keating[image: External link] Government[image: External link] to the Supreme Court of Norfolk Island[image: External link] and was one of the first women to be appointed to the Federal Court of Australia[image: External link] on 17 October 1994, after Justice Deirdre O'Connor.[6]

In October 2001, Kiefel was appointed Deputy President of the Australian Federal Police[image: External link] Disciplinary Tribunal and became its President in April 2004. In 2003, Kiefel was appointed as a part-time commissioner of the Australian Law Reform Commission[image: External link], and was re-appointed for a further three years in 2006.[4]

In August 2009, Justice Kiefel was granted an Honorary Doctorate from Griffith University[image: External link]. Justice Kiefel was chosen to recognise her distinguished contributions to the legal profession and for leading the way for women in the industry.[7] On 13 June 2011, she was named a Companion of the Order of Australia[image: External link] for eminent service to the law and to the judiciary, to law reform and to legal education in the areas of ethics, justice and governance.[8][9]
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 Appointment to the High Court




On 13 August 2007, Attorney-General[image: External link] Philip Ruddock[image: External link] announced Kiefel as the nominee to the High Court of Australia to replace the retiring High Court Justice Ian Callinan[image: External link]. Kiefel had previously been considered a favourite nominee to replace former High Court Justice Mary Gaudron[image: External link] when she retired in 2003,[10] and again in 2005 as replacement for Justice Michael McHugh[image: External link].[11] Kiefel is the third female High Court Justice[image: External link] and the forty sixth overall. Her appointment alongside incumbent Justice Susan Crennan[image: External link] marked the first time two women sat concurrently on the High Court bench.[12]

Kiefel's nomination was met with support from the Australian Bar Association[image: External link] amid criticism of the lack of consultation by the Australian government.[13] She was considered a conservative " black-letter[image: External link]" judge.[11] She may remain on the High Court until 2024, when she will reach the constitutionally mandatory retirement age of 70.[14]
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 Chief Justice of Australia




On 29 November 2016, the Prime Minister, Malcolm Turnbull, and the Attorney-General, George Brandis, announced the appointment of Kiefel as Chief Justice of Australia.[15] The appointment took effect from 30 January 2017, following the retirement of Robert French[image: External link]. Kiefel is the first woman to be appointed as Chief Justice.[16][17] She has been succeeded as a Justice of the High Court by James Edelman[image: External link].[15]
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 Personal life




While at Wolfson College, Kiefel met her future husband, Michael Albrecht, a social anthropologist[image: External link], when she became a member of the college rowing crew and Albrecht was her coach.[18]
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The Parliament of the Commonwealth of Australia, variously referred to as the Australian Parliament, the Commonwealth Parliament or the Federal Parliament, is the legislative branch[image: External link] of the government of Australia. It consists of three elements: the Queen of Australia[image: External link], the Senate and the House of Representatives.[1] The Queen is represented by the Governor-General.[2] The combination of two elected Houses, in which the members of the Senate represent the six States and the two self-governing Territories while the members of the House represent electoral divisions according to population, is modelled on the United States Congress[image: External link]. Through both Houses, however, there is a fused executive[image: External link], drawn from the Westminster System[image: External link].[3]

The upper house, the Senate, consists of 76 members: twelve for each state, and two each for the Northern Territory and the Australian Capital Territory. Senators are elected using the single transferable vote[image: External link] proportional representation system and as a result, the chamber features a multitude of parties vying for power.[4] The governing party or coalition rarely has a majority in the Senate and usually needs to negotiate with other parties and Independents to get legislation passed.

The lower house, the House of Representatives, currently consists of 150 members, each elected from single member constituencies, known as electoral divisions[image: External link] (commonly referred to as "electorates" or "seats") using full-preference Instant-runoff voting.[5][6] This tends to lead to the chamber being dominated by two major parties, the Liberal[image: External link]/ National[image: External link] Coalition and the Labor Party. The government of the day must achieve the confidence of this House in order to gain and remain in power.

Although elections can be called early, each 3 years the full House of Representatives and half of the Senate is dissolved and goes up for reelection. A deadlock breaking mechanism known as a double dissolution can be used to dissolve the full Senate as well as the House in the event that the Upper House refuses to pass a piece of legislation twice.[7]

The two Houses meet in separate chambers[image: External link] of Parliament House (except in a rare joint sitting[image: External link]) on Capital Hill[image: External link] in Canberra[image: External link], Australian Capital Territory.



TOP
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 History




The Commonwealth of Australia came into being on 1 January 1901 with the federation of the six Australian colonies. The inaugural election[image: External link] took place on 29 and 30 March and the first Australian Parliament was opened on 9 May 1901 in Melbourne by Prince George, Duke of Cornwall and York, later King George V[image: External link].[8] The only building in Melbourne that was large enough to accommodate the 14,000 guests was the western annexe of the Royal Exhibition Building. After the official opening, from 1901 to 1927, the Parliament met in Parliament House, Melbourne[image: External link], which it borrowed from the Parliament of Victoria[image: External link] (which sat, instead, in the Royal Exhibition Building until 1927). (The western annexe was demolished in the 1960s.)
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 Old Parliament House




Main article: Old Parliament House, Canberra[image: External link]


It had always been intended that the national Parliament would sit in a new national capital.[9] This was a compromise at Federation due to the rivalry between the two largest Australian cities, Sydney and Melbourne, which both wished to become the new capital. The site of Canberra[image: External link] was selected for the location of the nation's capital city in 1908.[10] A competition was announced on 30 June 1914 to design Parliament House, with prize money of £7,000. However, due to the start of World War I the next month, the competition was cancelled. It was re-announced in August 1916, but again postponed indefinitely on 24 November 1916. In the meantime, John Smith Murdoch[image: External link], the Commonwealth's Chief Architect, worked on the design as part of his official duties. He had little personal enthusiasm for the project, as he felt it was a waste of money and expenditure on it could not be justified at the time. Nevertheless, he designed the building by default.[11]

The construction of Old Parliament House[image: External link], as it is called today, was commenced on 28 August 1923[12] and completed in early 1927. It was built by the Commonwealth Department of Works, using tradesmen and materials from all over Australia. The final cost was about £600,000, which was more than three times the original estimate. It was designed to house the parliament for a maximum of 50 years until a permanent facility could be built, but was actually so used for more than 60 years.



The building was opened on 9 May 1927 by the Duke and Duchess of York (later King George VI[image: External link] and Queen Elizabeth The Queen Mother[image: External link]). The opening ceremonies were both splendid and incongruous, given the sparsely built nature of Canberra of the time and its small population. The building was extensively decorated with British Empire and Australian flags and bunting. Temporary stands were erected bordering the lawns in front of the Parliament and these were filled with crowds. A Wiradjuri[image: External link] elder, Jimmy Clements[image: External link], was one of only two aboriginal Australians present, having walked for about a week from Brungle Station (near Tumut[image: External link]) to be at the event.[13] Dame Nellie Melba sang the National Anthem (at that time God Save the King). The Duke of York unlocked the front doors with a golden key, and led the official party into King's Hall where he unveiled the statue of his father, King George V[image: External link]. The Duke then opened the first parliamentary session in the new Senate Chamber.[14]
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 New Parliament House




Main article: Parliament House, Canberra


In 1978 the Fraser government[image: External link] decided to proceed with a new building on Capital Hill[image: External link], and the Parliament House Construction Authority was created.[15] A two-stage competition was announced, for which the Authority consulted the Royal Australian Institute of Architects[image: External link] and, together with the National Capital Development Commission[image: External link], made available to competitors a brief and competition documents. The design competition[image: External link] drew 329 entries from 29 countries.[16]

The competition winner was the Philadelphia[image: External link]-based architectural firm of Mitchell/Giurgola, with the on-site work directed by the Italian-born architect Romaldo Giurgola[image: External link],[17] with a design which involved burying most of the building under Capital Hill, and capping the edifice with an enormous spire topped by a large Australian flag. The façades, however, included deliberate imitation of some of the patterns of the Old Parliament House, so that there is a slight resemblance despite the massive difference of scale. The building was also designed to "sit above" Old Parliament House when seen from a distance.[16]

Construction began in 1981, and the House was intended to be ready by Australia Day, 26 January 1988, the 200th anniversary of European settlement in Australia.[16] It was expected to cost A$220 million. Neither the deadline nor the budget was met. In the end it cost more than A$1.1 billion to build.[18]

The New Parliament House was finally opened by Queen Elizabeth II, Queen of Australia on 9 May 1988,[19] the anniversary of the opening of both the first Federal Parliament in Melbourne on 9 May 1901,[20] and of the Provisional Parliament House in Canberra on 9 May 1927.[21]
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 Composition and electoral systems




See also: Electoral system of Australia


The Constitution establishes the Commonwealth Parliament as being made of three components, the Queen of Australia[image: External link], the Senate and the House of Representatives.[1]

Most of the constitutional functions of the Crown are given to the Governor-General, whom the Monarch appoints on the advice of the Prime Minister[image: External link] to act as their representative in Australia. Specifically, the Constitution gives the Governor-General the power to assent to legislation[image: External link], refuse to assent, or to reserve a bill for the Queen's pleasure. However, by convention, the Governor-General does not exercise these powers, other than in accordance with the advice of the Prime Minister.
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 Senate




The upper house of the Australian Parliament is the Senate, which consists of 76 members. Like the United States Senate[image: External link], on which it was partly modelled, the Australian Senate includes an equal number of Senators from each state, regardless of population. Unlike it, however, the Australian Senate has always been directly elected. (The US Senate has been directly elected only from 1913[image: External link].)[22]

The Constitution allows Parliament to determine the number of Senators by legislation, provided that the six original states are equally represented. Furthermore, the Constitution provides that each original state is entitled to at least six Senators. However, neither of these provisions applies to any newly admitted states, or to territories. Pursuant to an Act of Parliament passed in 1973, Senators are elected to represent the territories.[23] Currently, the two Northern Territory Senators represent the residents of the Northern Territory as well as the Australian external territories of Christmas Island and the Cocos (Keeling) Islands. The two Australian Capital Territory Senators represent the Australian Capital Territory, the Jervis Bay Territory and since 1 July 2016, Norfolk Island.[24] While only half of the State Senate seats go up for re-election each three years (except in the case of a double dissolution) as they serve six year terms, all of the Territory Senators must face the voters every three years.

Until 1949, each state elected the constitutional minimum of six Senators. This number increased to ten from the 1949 election[image: External link], and was increased again to twelve from the 1984 election[image: External link]. The system for electing Senators has changed several times since Federation. The original arrangement involved a first-past-the-post[image: External link] block voting[image: External link] or "winner takes all" system, on a state-by-state basis. This was replaced in 1919 by preferential block voting[image: External link]. Block voting tended to produce landslide[image: External link] majorities and even "wipe-outs". For instance, from 1920 to 1923 the Nationalist Party of Australia[image: External link] had 35 of the 36 Senators, and from 1947 to 1950, the Australian Labor Party had 33 of the 36 Senators.[25]

In 1948, single transferable vote[image: External link] proportional representation on a state-by-state basis became the method for electing Senators. This change has led to the rise of a number of minor parties such as the Democratic Labor Party[image: External link], Australian Democrats[image: External link] and Australian Greens[image: External link] who have taken advantage of this system to achieve parliamentary representation and the balance of power.[4] From the 1984 election, group ticket voting[image: External link] was introduced in order to reduce a high rate of informal voting but in 2016, group tickets were abolished to avoid undue influence of preference deals amongst parties that were seen as distorting election results[26] and a form of optional preferential voting[image: External link] was introduced.

Section 15 of the Constitution provides that a casual vacancy[image: External link] of a State Senator shall be filled by the State Parliament. If the previous Senator was a member of a particular political party the replacement must come from the same party, but the State Parliament may choose not to fill the vacancy, in which case Section 11 requires the Senate to proceed regardless. If the State Parliament happens to be in recess when the vacancy occurs, the Constitution provides that the State Governor can appoint someone to fill the place until fourteen days after the State Parliament resumes sitting. The State Parliament can also be recalled to ratify a replacement.
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 House of Representatives




The lower house of the Australian Parliament, the House of Representatives is made up of single member electorates with roughly the same population. As is convention in the Westminster System[image: External link], the party or coalition of parties that has the majority in this House forms the Government with the leader of that party or coalition becoming the Prime Minister. If the government loses the confidence of the House, they are expected to call a new election or resign.

Parliament may determine the number of members of the House of Representatives but the Constitution provides that this number must be "as nearly as practicable, twice the number of Senators"; this requirement is commonly called the "nexus provision". Hence, the House presently consists of 150 members. Each state is allocated seats based on its population; however, each original state, regardless of size, is guaranteed at least five seats. The Constitution does not guarantee representation for the territories. Parliament granted a seat to the Northern Territory in 1922, and to the Australian Capital Territory in 1948; these territorial representatives, however, had only limited voting rights until 1968.[27] Federal electorates have their boundaries redrawn or redistributed whenever a state or territory has its number of seats adjusted, if electorates are not generally matched by population size or if seven years have passed since the most recent redistribution.[28]

From 1901 to 1949, the House consisted of either 74 or 75 members (the Senate had 36). Between 1949 and 1984, it had between 121 and 127 members (the Senate had 60 until 1975, when it increased to 64). In 1977, the High Court ordered that the size of the House be reduced from 127 to 124 members to comply with the nexus provision.[29] In 1984, both the Senate and the House were enlarged; since then the House has had between 148 and 150 members (the Senate has 76).

From the beginning of Federation until 1918, first-past-the-post voting[image: External link] was used in order to elect members of the House of Representatives but since the 1918 Swan by-election[image: External link] which Labor unexpectedly won with the largest primary vote due to vote splitting amongst the conservative parties, the Nationalist Party of Australia[image: External link] government, a predecessor of the modern-day Liberal Party of Australia[image: External link], changed the lower house voting system to Instant-runoff voting, which in Australia is known as full preferential voting, as of the subsequent 1919 election[image: External link].[5][6] This system has remained in place ever since, allowing the Coalition parties to safely contest the same seats.[30] Full-preference preferential voting re-elected the Bob Hawke government at the 1990 election[image: External link], the first time in federal history that Labor had obtained a net benefit from preferential voting.[31]
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 Both Houses




It is not possible to be simultaneously a member of both the Senate and the House of Representatives,[32] but a number of people have been members of both Houses at different times in their parliamentary career (see List of people who have served in both Houses of the Australian Parliament[image: External link]).

Only Australian citizens are eligible for election to either house.[33] They must not also hold citizenship of a "foreign power".[34] When the Constitution was drafted, all Australians were British subjects, so the word "foreign" meant non-British. But, in the landmark case Sue v Hill[image: External link] (1999), the High Court of Australia ruled that, at least since the Australia Act 1986, Britain has been a "foreign power", so that British citizens are also excluded.[35]

Compulsory voting was introduced for federal elections in 1924. The immediate justification for compulsory voting was the low voter turnout (59.38%) at the 1922 federal election[image: External link], down from 71.59% at the 1919 federal election[image: External link]. Compulsory voting was not on the platform of either the Stanley Bruce[image: External link]-led Nationalist/Country party coalition government or the Matthew Charlton[image: External link]-led Labor opposition. The actual initiative for change was made by Herbert Payne[image: External link], a backbench Tasmanian Nationalist[image: External link] Senator who on 16 July 1924 introduced a private Senator's bill[image: External link] in the Senate. Payne's bill was passed with little debate (the House of Representatives agreeing to it in less than an hour), and in neither house was a division required, hence no votes were recorded against the bill.[36] The 1925 federal election[image: External link] was the first to be conducted under compulsory voting, which saw the turnout figure rise to 91.4%. The turnout increased to about 95% within a couple of elections and has stayed at about that level since.[37]

Since 1973, citizens have had the right to vote upon turning 18. Prior to this it was 21.[38]

Australian Federal Police[image: External link] officers armed with assault rifles[image: External link] have been situated in both chambers of the Federal Parliament since 2015. It is the first time in Australian history that a parliament has possessed armed personnel.[39]
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 Procedure




Each of the two Houses elects a presiding officer. The presiding officer of the Senate is called the President[image: External link]; that of the House of Representatives is the Speaker[image: External link]. Elections for these positions are by secret ballot. Both offices are conventionally filled by members of the governing party, but the presiding officers are expected to oversee debate and enforce the rules in an impartial manner.[40]

The Constitution authorises Parliament to set the quorum[image: External link] for each chamber. The quorum of the Senate is one-quarter of the total membership (nineteen); that of the House of Representatives is one-fifth of the total membership (thirty). In theory, if a quorum is not present, then a House may not continue to meet. In practice, members usually agree not to notice that a quorum is not present, so that debates on routine bills can continue without other members having to be present. Sometimes the Opposition will "call a quorum[image: External link]" as a tactic to annoy the Government or delay proceedings, particularly when the Opposition feels it has been unfairly treated in the House. The session of the relevant House is suspended until a quorum is present. It is the responsibility of the Government whips[image: External link] to ensure that, when a quorum is called, enough Government members are present to make up a quorum.

Both Houses may determine motions by voice vote[image: External link]: the presiding officer puts the question, and, after listening to shouts of "Aye" and "No" from the members, announces the result. The announcement of the presiding officer settles the question, unless at least two members demand a " division[image: External link]", or a recorded vote. In that case the bells are rung throughout Parliament House summoning Senators or Members to the chamber. During a division, members who favour the motion move to the right side of the chamber, whereas those opposed move to the left. They are then counted by the "tellers" (Government and Opposition whips), and the motion is passed or defeated accordingly. In the Senate, in order not to deprive a state of a vote in what is supposed to be a states' house, the President is permitted a vote along with other Senators (however, that right is rarely exercised); in the case of a tie, the President does not have a casting vote and the motion fails.[41] In the House of Representatives, the Speaker does not vote, except in the case of a tie (see casting vote[image: External link]).[40]

Most legislation[image: External link] is introduced into the House of Representatives and goes through a number of stages to become a law. The first stage is a first reading[image: External link], where the legislation is introduced to the chamber, then there is a second reading[image: External link], where a vote is taken on the general outlines of the bill. The legislation can then be considered by a House committee, which reports back to the House on any recommendations. This is followed by a consideration in detail stage, where the House can explore the bill in detail and make any amendments. This is finally followed by a third reading[image: External link], where the bill is either passed or rejected by the House. If passed, the legislation is then sent to the Senate, which has a similar structure of debate and passage except that the consideration in detail stage is replaced by a similar, Committee of the whole[image: External link]. Once a bill has been passed by both Houses in the same form, it is then presented to the Governor-General for Royal Assent[image: External link].[42]
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 Functions




The principal function of the Parliament is to pass laws, or legislation. Any Senator or Member may introduce a proposed law (a bill), except for a money bill (a bill proposing an expenditure or levying a tax), which must be introduced in the House of Representatives.[43] In practice, the great majority of bills are introduced by ministers. Bills introduced by other Members are called private members' bills. All bills must be passed by both Houses to become law. The Senate has the same legislative powers as the House, except that it may not amend money bills, only pass or reject them. The enacting formula[image: External link] for Acts of Parliament is simply "The Parliament of Australia enacts:".[44]

The Commonwealth legislative power is limited to that granted in the Constitution. Powers not specified are considered "residual powers", and remain the domain of the states. Section 51 grants the Commonwealth power over areas such as taxation, external affairs, defence and marriage. Section 51 also allows State parliaments to refer matters to the Commonwealth to legislate.[45]

Section 96 of the Australian Constitution gives the Commonwealth Parliament the power to grant money to any State, "on such terms and conditions as the Parliament thinks fit". In effect, the Commonwealth can make grants subject to States implementing particular policies in their fields of legislative responsibility. Such grants, known as "tied grants" (since they are tied to a particular purpose), have been used to give the federal parliament influence over state policy matters such as public hospitals and schools.[46]

The Parliament performs other functions besides legislation. It can discuss urgency motions or matters of public importance[image: External link]: these provide a forum for debates on public policy matters.[47] Senators and Members can move motions of censure against the government or against individual ministers. On most sitting days in both Houses there is a session called Question Time[image: External link] at which Senators and Members address questions to the Prime Minister and other ministers.[48] Senators and Members can also present petitions from their constituents.[49] Both Houses have an extensive system of committees in which draft bills are debated, evidence is taken and public servants are questioned. There are also joint committees, composed of members from both Houses.
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 Conflict between the Houses




In the event of conflict between the two Houses over the final form of legislation, the Constitution provides for a simultaneous dissolution of both Houses – known as a double dissolution.[7] Section 57[image: External link] of the Constitution states that, "If the House of Representatives passes any proposed law, and the Senate rejects or fails to pass it, or passes it with amendments to which the House of Representatives will not agree, and if after an interval of three months the House of Representatives, in the same or the next session, again passes the proposed law with or without any amendments which have been made, suggested, or agreed to by the Senate, and the Senate rejects or fails to pass it, or passes it with amendments to which the House of Representatives will not agree, the Governor-General may dissolve the Senate and the House of Representatives simultaneously."[50]

In an election following a double dissolution, each state elects their entire 12-seat Senate delegation, while the two territories represented in the Senate each elect their two senators as they would in a regular federal election. Because all seats are contested in the same election, it is easier for smaller parties to win seats under the single transferable vote system: the quota[image: External link] for the election of each senator in each Australian state in a full Senate election is 7.69% of the vote, while in a normal half-Senate election the quota is 14.28%.[51]

If the conflict continues after such an election, the Governor-General may convene a joint sitting of both Houses[image: External link] to consider the bill or bills, including any amendments which have been previously proposed in either House, or any new amendments. If a bill is passed by an absolute majority[image: External link] of the total membership of the joint sitting, it is treated as though it had been passed separately by both Houses, and is presented for royal assent. With proportional representation, and the small majorities in the Senate compared to the generally larger majorities in the House of Representatives, and the requirement that the number of members of the House be "nearly as practicable" twice that of the Senate, a joint sitting after a double dissolution is more likely than not to lead to a victory for the House over the Senate. This provision has only been invoked on one occasion, after the election[image: External link] following the 1974 double dissolution.[52] However, there are other occasions when the two Houses meet as one: see Joint meetings of the Australian Parliament[image: External link].
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 Committees




See also: Australian Senate committees[image: External link] and Australian House of Representatives committees[image: External link]


In addition to the work of the main chambers, both the Senate and the House of Representatives also have a large number of committees which deal with matters referred to them by their respective Houses. They provide the opportunity for all Members and Senators to ask questions of ministers and public officials as well as conduct inquiries, examine policy and legislation.[53] Once a particular inquiry is completed the members of the committee can then produce a report, to be tabled in Parliament, outlining what they have discovered as well as any recommendations that they have produced for the Government to consider.[54]

The ability of the Houses of Parliament to establish committees is referenced in Section 49 of the Constitution, which states that, "The powers, privileges, and immunities of the Senate and of the House of Representatives, and of the members and the committees of each House, shall be such as are declared by the Parliament, and until declared shall be those of the Commons House of Parliament of the United Kingdom, and of its members and committees, at the establishment of the Commonwealth."[55][54]

Parliamentary committees can be given a wide range of powers. One of the most significant powers is the ability to summon people to attend hearings in order to give evidence and submit documents. Anyone who attempts to hinder the work of a Parliamentary committee may be found to be in contempt of Parliament[image: External link]. There are a number of ways that witnesses can be found in contempt, these include; refusing to appear before a committee when summoned, refusing to answer a question during a hearing or to produce a document, or later being found to have lied to or misled a committee. Anyone who attempts to influence a witness may also be found in contempt.[56] Other powers include, the ability to meet throughout Australia, to establish subcommittees and to take evidence in both public and private hearings.[54]

Proceedings of committees are considered to have the same legal standing as proceedings of Parliament, they are recorded by Hansard[image: External link], except for private hearings, and also operate under Parliamentary privilege[image: External link]. Every participant, including committee members and witnesses giving evidence, are protected from being prosecuted under any civil or criminal action for anything they may say during a hearing. Written evidence and documents received by a committee are also protected.[56][54]

Types of committees include:[56]

Standing Committees, which are established on a permanent basis and are responsible for scrutinising bills and topics referred to them by the chamber; examining the government's budget and activities (in what is called the budget estimates process); and for examining departmental annual reports and activities.

Select Committees, which are temporary committees, established in order to deal with particular issues.

Domestic Committees, which are responsible for administering aspects of the Parliament's own affairs. These include the Selection Committees of both Houses that determine how the Parliament will deal with particular pieces of legislation and private members business and the Privileges Committees that deal with matters of Parliamentary Privilege.

Legislative Scrutiny Committees, which examine legislation and regulations to determine their impact on individual rights and accountability.

Joint Committees are also established to include both members of the House of Representatives and the Senate.
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 Relationship with the Government




Under the Constitution, the Governor-General has the power to appoint and dismiss "Ministers of State" who administer government departments. In practice, the Governor-General chooses ministers in accordance with the traditions of the Westminster System[image: External link] that the Government be drawn from the party or coalition of parties that has a majority in the House of Representatives, with the leader of the largest party becoming Prime Minister[image: External link].

These ministers then meet in a council known as Cabinet. Cabinet meetings are strictly private and occur once a week where vital issues are discussed and policy formulated. The Constitution does not recognise the Cabinet as a legal entity; it exists solely by convention. Its decisions do not in and of themselves have legal force. However, it serves as the practical expression of the Federal Executive Council, which is Australia's highest formal governmental body.[57] In practice, the Federal Executive Council meets solely to endorse and give legal force to decisions already made by the Cabinet. All members of the Cabinet are members of the Executive Council. While the Governor-General is nominal presiding officer, she or he almost never attends Executive Council meetings. The Governor-General is bound by convention[image: External link] to follow the advice of the Executive Council on almost all occasions, giving it de facto executive power.[58] A senior member of the Cabinet holds the office of Vice-President of the Executive Council and acts as presiding officer of the Executive Council in the absence of the Governor-General. The Federal Executive Council is the Australian equivalent of the Executive Councils[image: External link] and privy councils in other Commonwealth realms[image: External link] such as the Queen's Privy Council for Canada[image: External link] and the Privy Council of the United Kingdom[image: External link].[59]

A minister is not required to be a Senator or Member of the House of Representatives at the time of their appointment, but their office is forfeited if they do not become a member of either house within three months of their appointment. This provision was included in the Constitution (section 64) to enable the inaugural Ministry, led by Edmund Barton[image: External link], to be appointed on 1 January 1901, even though the first federal elections were not scheduled to be held until 29 and 30 March.[60]

After the 1949 election[image: External link], Bill Spooner[image: External link] was appointed a Minister in the Fourth Menzies Ministry[image: External link] on 19 December, however his term as a Senator did not begin until 22 February 1950.[61]

The provision was also used after the disappearance and presumed death of the Liberal Prime Minister Harold Holt[image: External link] in December 1967. The Liberal Party elected John Gorton[image: External link], then a Senator, as its new leader, and he was sworn in as Prime Minister on 10 January 1968 (following an interim ministry led by John McEwen[image: External link]). On 1 February, Gorton resigned from the Senate to stand for the 24 February by-election[image: External link] in Holt's former House of Representatives electorate of Higgins[image: External link] due to the convention that the Prime Minister be a member of the lower house. For 22 days (2 to 23 February inclusive) he was Prime Minister while a member of neither house of parliament.[62]

On a number of occasions when Ministers have retired from their seats prior to an election, or stood but lost their own seats in the election, they have retained their Ministerial offices until the next government is sworn in.
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 Role of the Senate




The Constitution of Australia established the Senate as part of the new system of dominion[image: External link] government in newly federated Australia. From a comparative governmental perspective, the Australian Senate exhibits distinctive characteristics. Unlike upper Houses in other Westminster system[image: External link] governments, the Senate is not a vestigial body with limited legislative power. Rather it was intended to play – and does play – an active role in legislation. Rather than being modelled solely after the House of Lords[image: External link], as the Canadian Senate[image: External link] was, the Australian Senate was in part modelled after the United States Senate[image: External link], by giving equal representation to each state. The Constitution intended to give less populous states added voice in a Federal legislature, while also providing for the revising role of an upper house in the Westminster system.[63]

One of the functions of the Senate, both directly and through its committees, is to scrutinise government activity. The vigour of this scrutiny has been fuelled for many years by the fact that the party in government has seldom had a majority in the Senate. Whereas in the House of Representatives the government's majority has sometimes limited that chamber's capacity to implement executive scrutiny, the opposition and minor parties have been able to use their Senate numbers as a basis for conducting inquiries into government operations.[64]

The constitutional text denies the Senate the power to originate or amend appropriation bills, in deference to the conventions of the classical Westminster system. Under a traditional Westminster system, the executive[image: External link] government is responsible for its use of public funds to the lower house, which has the power to bring down a government by blocking its access to supply[image: External link] – i.e. revenue[image: External link] appropriated through taxation. The arrangement as expressed in the Australian Constitution, however, still leaves the Senate with the power to reject supply bills or defer their passage – undoubtedly one of the Senate's most contentious and powerful abilities.[65]


Because of the federal nature of our Constitution and because of its provisions the Senate undoubtedly has constitutional power to refuse or defer supply to the Government. Because of the principles of responsible government a Prime Minister who cannot obtain supply, including money for carrying on the ordinary services of government, must either advise a general election or resign. If he refuses to do this I have the authority and indeed the duty under the Constitution to withdraw his Commission as Prime Minister. The position in Australia is quite different from a position in the United Kingdom. Here the confidence of both Houses on supply is necessary to ensure its provision. In United Kingdom the confidence of the House of Commons alone is necessary. But both here and in the United Kingdom the duty of the Prime Minister is the same in a most important aspect – if he cannot get supply he must resign or advise an election.

— Governor-General Sir John Kerr[image: External link], Statement (dated 11 November 1975)[66]



The ability to block supply was the origin of the 1975 Australian constitutional crisis. The Opposition[image: External link] used its numbers in the Senate to defer supply bills, refusing to deal with them until an election was called for both Houses of Parliament, an election which it hoped to win. The Prime Minister[image: External link] of the day, Gough Whitlam, contested the legitimacy of the blocking and refused to resign. The crisis brought to a head two Westminster conventions that, under the Australian constitutional system, were in conflict – firstly, that a government may continue to govern for as long as it has the support of the lower house, and secondly, that a government that no longer has access to supply must either resign or be dismissed. The crisis was resolved in November 1975 when Governor-General Sir John Kerr[image: External link] dismissed Whitlam's government and appointed a caretaker government on condition that elections for both Houses of parliament be held.[66] This action in itself was a source of controversy and debate continues on the proper usage of the Senate's ability to block supply and on whether such a power should even exist.[67]

The blocking of supply alone cannot force a double dissolution. There must be legislation repeatedly blocked by the Senate which the government can then choose to use as a trigger for a double dissolution.[68]
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Members of the Australian Parliament do not have legal immunity: they can be arrested and tried for any offence. They do, however, have Parliamentary privilege[image: External link]: they cannot be sued for anything they say in Parliament about each other or about persons outside the Parliament.[69] This privilege extends to reporting in the media of anything a Senator or Member says in Parliament. The proceedings of parliamentary committees, wherever they meet, are also covered by privilege, and this extends to witnesses before such committees.

From the beginning of Federation until 1987, Parliamentary privilege operated under Section 49 of the Constitution, which established the privileges of both Houses and their members to be the same as the House of Commons of the United Kingdom[image: External link] at the time of the Constitution's enactment. The Parliament was also given the power to amend its privileges.[55] In 1987, the Parliament passed the "Parliamentary Privileges Act", which clarified the meaning and extent of privilege as well as how the Parliament deals with breaches.[70]

There is a legal offence called contempt of Parliament[image: External link]. A person who speaks or acts in a manner contemptuous of the Parliament or its members can be tried and, if convicted, imprisoned. The Parliament previously had the power to hear such cases itself, and did so in the Browne–Fitzpatrick privilege case, 1955[image: External link]. This power has now been delegated to the courts. There have been few convictions. In May 2007, Harriet Swift, an anti-logging activist from New South Wales was convicted and reprimanded for contempt of Parliament, after she wrote fictitious press releases and letters purporting to be from Federal MP Gary Nairn[image: External link] as an April Fools' Day[image: External link] prank.[71]
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 Broadcasting




Radio broadcasts of Parliamentary proceedings began on 10 July 1946.[72] They were originally broadcast on Radio National[image: External link]. Since August 1994 they have been broadcast on ABC NewsRadio[image: External link], a government-owned channel set up specifically for this function. It operates 24 hours a day and broadcasts other news items when parliament is not sitting.

The first televised parliamentary event was the historic 1974 Joint Sitting[image: External link].[73] Regular free-to-air television broadcasts of Question Time began in August 1990 from the Senate and February 1991 from the House of Representatives. Question Time from the House of Representatives is televised live, and the Senate Question Time is recorded and broadcast later that day. Other free-to-air televised broadcasts include: the Treasurer's Budget speech and the Leader of the Opposition's reply to the Budget two days later; the opening of Parliament by the Governor-General; the swearing-in of Governors-General; and addresses to the Parliament by visiting heads of state.

In 2009, the Pay TV company Foxtel[image: External link] launched A-SPAN, now called A-PAC[image: External link] or "Australia's Public Affairs Channel", which broadcasts live sittings of the House of Representatives and the Senate, parliamentary Committee meetings and political press conferences.[74]

The Parliament House official website provides free extensive daily proceedings of both chambers as well as committee hearings live on the Internet.[75]
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 Current Parliament




See also: Australian federal election, 2016[image: External link]; Members of the Australian Senate, 2016–2019[image: External link]; and Members of the Australian House of Representatives, 2016–2019[image: External link]


The current Parliament is the 45th Australian Parliament. The most recent federal election was held on 2 July 2016 and the 45th Parliament first sat on 30 August.

The outcome of the 2016 election saw the first-term incumbent Liberal[image: External link]/ National[image: External link] Coalition re-elected with 76 seats in the 150-seat House of Representatives, a bare one-seat majority government − the closest federal majority result since the 1961 election[image: External link]. The Coalition lost 14 seats. The Shorten[image: External link] Labor opposition[image: External link] won 69 seats, an increase of 14 seats. On the crossbench[image: External link] the Australian Greens[image: External link], the Nick Xenophon Team[image: External link], Katter's Australian Party[image: External link], and independents Andrew Wilkie[image: External link] and Cathy McGowan[image: External link] won a seat each.[76][77]

The Senate result saw the Liberal[image: External link]/ National[image: External link] Coalition with 30 seats (−3), Labor with 26 (+1), the Greens[image: External link] with 9 (−1), One Nation[image: External link] with 4 (+4) and Nick Xenophon Team[image: External link] with 3 (+2). Derryn Hinch[image: External link] won a seat, while Liberal Democrat[image: External link] David Leyonhjelm[image: External link], Family First[image: External link]'s Bob Day[image: External link], and Jacqui Lambie[image: External link] retained their seats. The number of crossbenchers[image: External link] increased by two to a record 20. The Liberal/National Coalition required at least nine additional votes to reach a Senate majority, an increase of three.[78][79][80] The Liberal/National Coalition and Labor parties agreed that the first elected six of twelve Senators in each state[image: External link] would serve a six-year term, while the last six elected in each state would serve a three-year term, despite two previous bipartisan senate resolutions to use an alternative method to allocate long and short term seats. By doing this, Labor and the Coalition each gained one Senate seat from 2019.[81][82][83][84]

Bob Day[image: External link], of the Family First Party, resigned from the Senate on 1 November 2016 following the collapse of his business. His eligibility to have stood in the 2016 election was referred by the Senate to the High Court, sitting as the Court of Disputed Returns[image: External link].[85] In April 2017 the court found that Day was not validly elected at the 2016 election[image: External link] and ordered that a special recount of South Australian ballot papers be held in order to determine his replacement.[86] The court announced that Lucy Gichuhi[image: External link] was elected in his place on 19 April 2017.[87][88] On 26 April 2017, Family First merged with the Australian Conservatives; however, Gichuhi declined to join the new party, announcing she would sit as an independent.[89]

Rodney Culleton[image: External link], who had left Pauline Hanson's One Nation Party on 19 December 2016 to become an independent, had his eligibility to stand in the 2016 election challenged on two constitutional grounds. Among the grounds of ineligibility provided in Constitution section 44[image: External link], a person cannot sit in either house of the Parliament if they are bankrupt or have been convicted of a criminal offence carrying a potential prison sentence of one year or more.

Culleton was declared bankrupt by the Federal Court on 23 December 2016. On 11 January 2017, after receiving an official copy of the judgment, the President of the Senate declared Culleton's seat vacant. Culleton's appeal against that judgment was dismissed by a full court of the Federal Court on 3 February 2017.[90]

This judgment was followed later on the same day by the High Court's decision that Culleton was ineligible owing to conviction for a criminal offence carrying a potential prison sentence of one year or more. This was a decision as the Court of Disputed Returns following a reference by the Senate at the same time as with Day. It was decided that, since Culleton's liability to a two-year sentence for larceny had been in place at the time of the 2016 election, he had been ineligible for election and that this was not affected by the subsequent annulment of that conviction; the Court also held that the resulting vacancy should be filled by a recount of the ballot, in a manner to be determined by a single Justice of the Court.[91] Following that recount, on 10 March 2017 the High Court named Peter Georgiou[image: External link] as his replacement, returning One Nation to 4 seats.[92]

On 7 February 2017, South Australian Senator Cory Bernardi[image: External link] resigned from the Liberal Party, to form a new party called the Australian Conservatives[image: External link].[93]
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The Senate has included representatives from a range of political parties, including several parties that have seldom or never had representation in the House of Representatives, but which have consistently secured a small but significant level of electoral support, as the table shows.

Results represent the composition of the Senate after the elections. The full Senate has been contested on eight occasions; the inaugural election and seven double dissolutions. These are underlined and highlighted in puce.[94]



	Election

Year
	Labor
	Liberal[image: External link][g]
	National[image: External link][h]
	Democratic

Labor[image: External link]
	Democrats[image: External link]
	Greens[image: External link]
	CLP[image: External link]
	Independent[image: External link]
	Other

parties
	Total

seats
	Electoral

system



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	



	1st[image: External link]
	1901
	8
	11[i]
	17
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	36
	Plurality-at-large voting[image: External link]



	2nd[image: External link]
	1903
	8
	12[i]
	14
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	1
	Revenue Tariff[image: External link]
	36
	Plurality-at-large voting



	3rd[image: External link]
	1906
	15
	6[i]
	13
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	2
	 
	36
	Plurality-at-large voting



	4th[image: External link]
	1910
	22
	14
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	36
	Plurality-at-large voting



	5th[image: External link]
	1913
	29
	7
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	36
	Plurality-at-large voting



	6th[image: External link]
	1914
	31
	5
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	36
	Plurality-at-large voting



	7th[image: External link]
	1917
	12
	24
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	36
	Plurality-at-large voting



	8th[image: External link]
	1919
	1
	35
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	36
	Preferential block voting[image: External link]



	9th[image: External link]
	1922
	12
	24
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	36
	Preferential block voting



	10th[image: External link]
	1925
	8
	25
	3
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	36
	Preferential block voting



	11th[image: External link]
	1928
	7
	24
	5
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	36
	Preferential block voting



	12th[image: External link]
	1931
	10
	21
	5
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	36
	Preferential block voting



	13th[image: External link]
	1934
	3
	26
	7
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	36
	Preferential block voting



	14th[image: External link]
	1937
	16
	16
	4
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	36
	Preferential block voting



	15th[image: External link]
	1940
	17
	15
	4
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	36
	Preferential block voting



	16th[image: External link]
	1943
	22
	12
	2
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	36
	Preferential block voting



	17th[image: External link]
	1946
	33
	2
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	36
	Preferential block voting



	18th[image: External link]
	1949
	34
	21
	5
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	60
	Single transferable vote[image: External link]



	19th[image: External link]
	1951
	28
	26
	6
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	60
	Single transferable vote



	20th[image: External link]
	1953
	29
	26
	5
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	60
	Single transferable vote



	21st[image: External link]
	1955
	28
	24
	6
	2
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	60
	Single transferable vote



	22nd[image: External link]
	1958
	26
	25
	7
	2
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	60
	Single transferable vote



	23rd[image: External link]
	1961
	28
	24
	6
	1
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	60
	Single transferable vote



	24th[image: External link]
	1964
	27
	23
	7
	2
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	60
	Single transferable vote



	25th[image: External link]
	1967
	27
	21
	7
	4
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	60
	Single transferable vote



	26th[image: External link]
	1970
	26
	21
	5
	5
	 
	 
	 
	3
	 
	60
	Single transferable vote



	27th[image: External link]
	1974
	29
	23
	6
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	1
	Liberal Movement[image: External link]
	60
	Single transferable vote



	28th[image: External link]
	1975
	27
	26
	6
	 
	 
	 
	1
	1
	1
	Liberal Movement[image: External link]
	64
	Single transferable vote



	29th[image: External link]
	1977
	27
	27
	6
	 
	2
	 
	1
	1
	 
	64
	Single transferable vote



	30th[image: External link]
	1980
	27
	28
	3
	 
	5
	 
	1
	1
	 
	64
	Single transferable vote



	31st[image: External link]
	1983
	30
	23
	4
	 
	5
	 
	1
	1
	 
	64
	Single transferable vote



	32nd[image: External link]
	1984
	34
	27
	5
	 
	7
	 
	1
	1
	1
	Nuclear Disarmament[image: External link]
	76
	Single transferable vote (Group voting ticket[image: External link])



	33rd[image: External link]
	1987
	32
	26
	7
	 
	7
	 
	1
	2
	1
	Nuclear Disarmament[image: External link]
	76
	Single transferable vote (Group voting ticket)



	34th[image: External link]
	1990
	32
	28
	5
	 
	8
	 
	1
	1
	1
	Greens (WA)[image: External link]
	76
	Single transferable vote (Group voting ticket)



	35th[image: External link]
	1993
	30
	29
	6
	 
	7
	 
	1
	1
	2
	Greens (WA)[image: External link] (2)
	76
	Single transferable vote (Group voting ticket)



	36th[image: External link]
	1996
	29
	31
	5
	 
	7
	 
	1
	1
	2
	Greens (WA)[image: External link], Greens (Tas)[image: External link]
	76
	Single transferable vote (Group voting ticket)



	37th[image: External link]
	1998
	29
	31
	3
	 
	9
	1
	1
	1
	1
	One Nation[image: External link]
	76
	Single transferable vote (Group voting ticket)



	38th[image: External link]
	2001
	28
	31
	3
	 
	8
	2
	1
	2
	1
	One Nation[image: External link]
	76
	Single transferable vote (Group voting ticket)



	39th[image: External link]
	2004
	28
	33
	5
	 
	4
	4
	1
	 
	1
	Family First[image: External link]
	76
	Single transferable vote (Group voting ticket)



	40th[image: External link]
	2007
	32
	32
	4
	 
	 
	5
	1
	1
	1
	Family First[image: External link]
	76
	Single transferable vote (Group voting ticket)



	41st[image: External link]
	2010
	31
	28 + (3 LNP[image: External link])
	2
	1
	 
	9
	1
	1
	 
	76
	Single transferable vote (Group voting ticket)



	42nd[image: External link]
	2013
	25
	23 + (5 LNP[image: External link])
	3 + (1 LNP[image: External link])
	1
	 
	10
	1
	1
	6
	Family First[image: External link],

Liberal Democrats[image: External link],

Motoring Enthusiast[image: External link],

Palmer United[image: External link] (3)
	76
	Single transferable vote (Group voting ticket)



	43rd[image: External link]
	2016
	26
	21 + (3 LNP[image: External link])
	3 + (2 LNP[image: External link])
	
	 
	9
	1
	
	11
	Family First[image: External link],

Liberal Democrats[image: External link],

Jacqui Lambie[image: External link],

Justice Party[image: External link],

Nick Xenophon Team[image: External link] (3),

One Nation[image: External link] (4)
	76
	Single transferable vote (Optional preferential voting[image: External link])
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 House of Representatives




A two-party system[image: External link] has existed in the Australian House of Representatives since the two non-Labor parties merged in 1909. The 1910 election[image: External link] was the first to elect a majority government, with the Australian Labor Party concurrently winning the first Senate majority. Prior to 1909 a three-party system existed in the chamber. A two-party-preferred vote[image: External link] (2PP) has been calculated since the 1919 change from first-past-the-post[image: External link] to preferential voting and subsequent introduction of the Coalition. ALP = Australian Labor Party, L+NP = grouping of Liberal[image: External link]/ National[image: External link]/ LNP[image: External link]/ CLP[image: External link] Coalition parties (and predecessors), Oth = other parties and independents[image: External link].



	House of Representatives results and polling



	Election

Year
	Labour
	Free Trade[image: External link]
	Protectionist[image: External link]
	Independent[image: External link]
	Other

parties
	Total

seats



	
	
	



	1st[image: External link]
	1901
	14
	28
	31
	2
	 
	75



	Election

Year
	Labour
	Free Trade[image: External link]
	Protectionist[image: External link]
	Independent[image: External link]
	Other

parties
	Total

seats



	
	
	



	2nd[image: External link]
	1903
	23
	25
	26
	 
	1
	Revenue Tariff[image: External link]
	75



	Election

Year
	Labour
	Anti-Socialist[image: External link]
	Protectionist[image: External link]
	Independent[image: External link]
	Other

parties
	Total

seats



	
	
	



	3rd[image: External link]
	1906
	26
	26
	21
	1
	1
	Western Australian[image: External link]
	75








	
	
	



	
	Primary vote
	2PP vote[image: External link]
	Seats



	
	ALP
	L+NP
	Oth.
	ALP
	L+NP
	ALP
	L+NP
	Oth.
	Total



	
	
	
	
	
	



	13 April 1910 election[image: External link]
	50.0%
	45.1%
	4.9%
	–
	–
	42
	31
	2
	75



	31 May 1913 election[image: External link]
	48.5%
	48.9%
	2.6%
	–
	–
	37
	38
	0
	75



	5 September 1914 election[image: External link]
	50.9%
	47.2%
	1.9%
	–
	–
	42
	32
	1
	75



	5 May 1917 election[image: External link]
	43.9%
	54.2%
	1.9%
	–
	–
	22
	53
	0
	75



	13 December 1919 election[image: External link]
	42.5%
	54.3%
	3.2%
	45.9%
	54.1%
	25
	38
	2
	75



	16 December 1922 election[image: External link]
	42.3%
	47.8%
	9.9%
	48.8%
	51.2%
	29
	40
	6
	75



	14 November 1925 election[image: External link]
	45.0%
	53.2%
	1.8%
	46.2%
	53.8%
	23
	50
	2
	75



	17 November 1928 election[image: External link]
	44.6%
	49.6%
	5.8%
	48.4%
	51.6%
	31
	42
	2
	75



	12 October 1929 election[image: External link]
	48.8%
	44.2%
	7.0%
	56.7%
	43.3%
	46
	24
	5
	75



	19 December 1931 election[image: External link]
	27.1%
	48.4%
	24.5%
	41.5%
	58.5%
	14
	50
	11
	75



	15 September 1934 election[image: External link]
	26.8%
	45.6%
	27.6%
	46.5%
	53.5%
	18
	42
	14
	74



	23 October 1937 election[image: External link]
	43.2%
	49.3%
	7.5%
	49.4%
	50.6%
	29
	43
	2
	74



	21 September 1940 election[image: External link]
	40.2%
	43.9%
	15.9%
	50.3%
	49.7%
	32
	36
	6
	74



	21 August 1943 election[image: External link]
	49.9%
	23.0%
	27.1%
	58.2%
	41.8%
	49
	19
	6
	74



	28 September 1946 election[image: External link]
	49.7%
	39.3%
	11.0%
	54.1%
	45.9%
	43
	26
	5
	74



	10 December 1949 election[image: External link]
	46.0%
	50.3%
	3.7%
	49.0%
	51.0%
	47
	74
	0
	121



	28 April 1951 election[image: External link]
	47.6%
	50.3%
	2.1%
	49.3%
	50.7%
	52
	69
	0
	121



	29 May 1954 election[image: External link]
	50.0%
	46.8%
	3.2%
	50.7%
	49.3%
	57
	64
	0
	121



	10 December 1955 election[image: External link]
	44.6%
	47.6%
	7.8%
	45.8%
	54.2%
	47
	75
	0
	122



	22 November 1958 election[image: External link]
	42.8%
	46.6%
	10.6%
	45.9%
	54.1%
	45
	77
	0
	122



	9 December 1961 election[image: External link]
	47.9%
	42.1%
	10.0%
	50.5%
	49.5%
	60
	62
	0
	122



	30 November 1963 election[image: External link]
	45.5%
	46.0%
	8.5%
	47.4%
	52.6%
	50
	72
	0
	122



	26 November 1966 election[image: External link]
	40.0%
	50.0%
	10.0%
	43.1%
	56.9%
	41
	82
	1
	124



	25 October 1969 election[image: External link]
	47.0%
	43.3%
	9.7%
	50.2%
	49.8%
	59
	66
	0
	125



	2 December 1972 election[image: External link]
	49.6%
	41.5%
	8.9%
	52.7%
	47.3%
	67
	58
	0
	125



	18 May 1974 election[image: External link]
	49.3%
	44.9%
	5.8%
	51.7%
	48.3%
	66
	61
	0
	127



	13 December 1975 election[image: External link]
	42.8%
	53.1%
	4.1%
	44.3%
	55.7%
	36
	91
	0
	127



	10 December 1977 election[image: External link]
	39.7%
	48.1%
	12.2%
	45.4%
	54.6%
	38
	86
	0
	124



	18 October 1980 election[image: External link]
	45.2%
	46.3%
	8.5%
	49.6%
	50.4%
	51
	74
	0
	125



	5 March 1983 election[image: External link]
	49.5%
	43.6%
	6.9%
	53.2%
	46.8%
	75
	50
	0
	125



	1 December 1984 election[image: External link]
	47.6%
	45.0%
	7.4%
	51.8%
	48.2%
	82
	66
	0
	148



	11 July 1987 election[image: External link]
	45.8%
	46.1%
	8.1%
	50.8%
	49.2%
	86
	62
	0
	148



	24 March 1990 election[image: External link]
	39.4%
	43.5%
	17.1%
	49.9%
	50.1%
	78
	69
	1
	148



	11 Mar 1993 Newspoll
	44%
	45%
	11%
	49.5%
	50.5%
	
	
	
	



	13 March 1993 election[image: External link]
	44.9%
	44.3%
	10.7%
	51.4%
	48.6%
	80
	65
	2
	147



	28–29 Feb 1996 Newspoll
	40.5%
	48%
	11.5%
	46.5%
	53.5%
	
	
	
	



	2 March 1996 election[image: External link]
	38.7%
	47.3%
	14.0%
	46.4%
	53.6%
	49
	94
	5
	148



	30 Sep – 1 Oct 1998 Newspoll
	44%
	40%
	16%
	53%
	47%
	
	
	
	



	3 October 1998 election[image: External link]
	40.1%
	39.5%
	20.4%
	51.0%
	49.0%
	67
	80
	1
	148



	7–8 Nov 2001 Newspoll
	38.5%
	46%
	15.5%
	47%
	53%
	
	
	
	



	10 November 2001 election[image: External link]
	37.8%
	43.0%
	19.2%
	49.0%
	51.0%
	65
	82
	3
	150



	6–7 Oct 2004 Newspoll
	39%
	45%
	16%
	50%
	50%
	
	
	
	



	9 October 2004 election[image: External link]
	37.6%
	46.7%
	15.7%
	47.3%
	52.7%
	60
	87
	3
	150



	20–22 Nov 2007 Newspoll
	44%
	43%
	13%
	52%
	48%
	
	
	
	



	24 November 2007 election[image: External link]
	43.4%
	42.1%
	14.5%
	52.7%
	47.3%
	83
	65
	2
	150



	17–19 Aug 2010 Newspoll
	36.2%
	43.4%
	20.4%
	50.2%
	49.8%
	
	
	
	



	21 August 2010 election[image: External link]
	38.0%
	43.3%
	18.7%
	50.1%
	49.9%
	72
	72
	6
	150



	3–5 Sep 2013 Newspoll
	33%
	46%
	21%
	46%
	54%
	
	
	
	



	7 September 2013 election[image: External link]
	33.4%
	45.6%
	21.0%
	46.5%
	53.5%
	55
	90
	5
	150



	28 Jun – 1 Jul 2016 Newspoll
	35%
	42%
	23%
	49.5%
	50.5%
	
	
	
	



	2 July 2016 election[image: External link]
	34.7%
	42.0%
	23.3%
	49.6%
	50.4%
	69
	76
	5
	150



	Polling conducted by Newspoll[image: External link] and published in The Australian. Three percent margin of error[image: External link].
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 Notes






	
^ 15 LNP MPs sit in the Liberal party room and 6 in the National party room


	
^ Current independent[image: External link] MPs: Andrew Wilkie[image: External link] ( Denison[image: External link]) and Cathy McGowan[image: External link] ( Indi[image: External link]).


	
^ 3 LNP Senators sit in the Liberal party room and 2 in the National party room


	
^ Sits in National party room


	
^ Cory Bernardi[image: External link] resigned from the Liberal Party on 7 February 2017 and founded the Australian Conservatives[image: External link].


	
^ Lucy Gichuhi[image: External link] was a candidate on the Family First[image: External link] ticket at the 2016 election, but became independent before the party was disbanded to merge with the Australian Conservatives[image: External link] in April 2017.


	
^ Includes results for the Free Trade Party[image: External link] for 1901 and 1903, the Anti-Socialist Party[image: External link] for 1906, the Commonwealth Liberal Party[image: External link] for 1910—1914, the Nationalist Party[image: External link] for 1917—1929, and the United Australia Party[image: External link] for 1931—1943.


	
^ Includes results for the Country Party[image: External link] for 1919—1974 and the National Country Party[image: External link] for 1975—1980.


	
^ a b c Protectionist Party[image: External link]
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Upper House






For the demesne in the Keys to the Kingdom series, see The Upper House[image: External link].

An upper house, sometimes called a Senate[image: External link], is one of two chambers[image: External link] of a bicameral legislature[image: External link] (or one of three chambers of a tricameral legislature[image: External link]), the other chamber being the lower house.[1] The house formally designated as the upper house is usually smaller, and may have different set of powers than the lower house. The upper house is often a less democratic body, with members serving longer terms between elections, or representing entities such as counties or states rather than districts of equal population. Examples of upper houses in countries include the UK's House of Lords[image: External link], Canada's Senate[image: External link], India's Rajya Sabha[image: External link], Russia's Federation Council[image: External link], Ireland's Seanad[image: External link], Germany's Bundesrat[image: External link] and the United States Senate[image: External link].

A legislature composed of only one house (and which therefore has neither an upper house nor a lower house) is described as unicameral[image: External link].



TOP
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 Possible specific characteristics




An upper house is usually different from the lower house in at least one of the following respects:

Powers:


	In a parliamentary system[image: External link], it often has much less power than the lower house. Therefore, in certain countries the Upper House

	votes on only limited legislative matters, such as constitutional amendments.

	cannot initiate legislation (or cannot initiate legislation on money).

	cannot vote a motion of no confidence[image: External link] against the government (or such an act is much less common), while the lower house always can.





	In a presidential system[image: External link]:

	It may have equal or nearly equal power with the lower house.

	It may have specific powers not granted to the lower house. For example:

	It may give advice and consent[image: External link] to some executive decisions (e.g. appointments of judges or ambassadors).

	It may have the sole power to try impeachments[image: External link] against officials of the executive[image: External link], following enabling resolutions passed by the lower house.











Status:


	In some countries, its members are not popularly elected; membership may be indirect, hereditary or by appointment.

	Its members may be elected with a different voting system than that used to elect the lower house (for example, upper houses in Australia and its states are usually elected by proportional representation, whereas lower houses are not).

	Less populated states, provinces, or administrative divisions[image: External link] may be better represented in the upper house than in the lower house; representation is not completely proportional to population (or not at all). In the U.S., "little federalism" systems in which state senates represented counties rather than districts were swept aside in the 1964 Reynolds v. Sims[image: External link] U.S. Supreme Court decision, which mandated a one man, one vote[image: External link] system.[2]


	Members' terms may be longer than in the lower house, and may be for life.

	Members may be elected in portions, for staggered terms, rather than all at one time.

	In some countries, the upper house cannot be dissolved at all, or can be dissolved only in more limited circumstances than the lower house.

	It typically has fewer members or seats[image: External link] than the lower house (though notably not in the United Kingdom parliament[image: External link]).

	It has usually a higher age of candidacy[image: External link] than the lower house.
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 Powers
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 Parliamentary systems




In parliamentary systems[image: External link] the upper house is frequently seen as an advisory or "revising" chamber; for this reason its powers of direct action are often reduced in some way. Some or all of the following restrictions are often placed on upper houses:


	Lack of control over the executive branch[image: External link]. (On the other hand, in the US and many other presidential systems, the Senate or upper chamber has more control over the composition of the Cabinet and the administration generally, through its prerogative of confirming the president's nominations to senior offices.)

	No absolute veto[image: External link] of proposed legislation, though suspensive vetoes are permitted in some states.

	In countries where it can veto legislation (like the Netherlands), it may not be able to amend the proposals.

	A reduced or even absent role in initiating legislation.

	No power to block supply[image: External link], or budget measures (a rare example of a Parliamentary upper house that does possess this power is the Australian Senate, which notably exercised that power in 1975[image: External link])



In parliamentary democracies and among European upper houses the Italian Senate[image: External link] is a notable exception to these general rules, in that it has the same powers as its lower counterpart: any law can be initiated in either house, and must be approved in the same form by both houses. Additionally, a Government must have the consent of both to remain in office, a position which is known as "perfect bicameralism" or "equal bicameralism".

The role of a revising chamber is to scrutinise legislation that may have been drafted over-hastily in the lower house, and to suggest amendments that the lower house may nevertheless reject if it wishes to. An example is the British House of Lords[image: External link]. Under the Parliament Acts 1911 and 1949[image: External link], the House of Lords can no longer prevent the passage of most bills, but it must be given an opportunity to debate them and propose amendments, and can thereby delay the passage of a bill with which it disagrees. Bills can only be delayed for up to one year before the Commons[image: External link] can use the Parliament Act, although economic bills can only be delayed for one month. It is sometimes seen as having a special role of safeguarding the uncodified Constitution of the United Kingdom[image: External link] and important civil liberties against ill-considered change. The British House of Lords[image: External link] has a number of ways to block legislation and to reject it, however the House of Commons[image: External link] can eventually use the Parliament Act[image: External link] to force something through. The Commons[image: External link] will occasionally bargain and negotiate with the Lords[image: External link] such as when the Labour Government of 1999 tried to expel all Hereditary Peers[image: External link] from the Lords[image: External link], and the Lords[image: External link] threatened to wreck the Government's entire legislative agenda and to block every bill which was sent to the chamber. This led to negotiations between Viscount Cranborne[image: External link] the then Shadow Leader of the House, and the Labour Government which resulted in the Weatherill Amendment to the House of Lords Act 1999[image: External link] which preserved 92 Hereditary Peers in the house. The Parliament Act is not valid with all legislation and is a very rarely used back up plan.

Even without a veto, an upper house may defeat legislation. Its opposition may give the lower chamber a chance to reconsider or even abandon a controversial measure. It can also delay a bill so that it does not fit within the legislative schedule, or until a general election[image: External link] produces a new lower house that no longer wishes to proceed with the bill.

Nevertheless, some states have long retained powerful upper houses. For example, the consent of the upper house to legislation may be necessary (though, as noted above, this seldom extends to budgetary measures). Constitutional arrangements of states with powerful upper houses usually include a means to resolve situations where the two houses are at odds with each other.

In recent times, Parliamentary systems have tended to weaken the powers of upper houses relative to their lower counterparts. Some upper houses have been abolished completely (see below); others have had their powers reduced by constitutional or legislative amendments. Also, conventions[image: External link] often exist that the upper house ought not to obstruct the business of government for frivolous or merely partisan reasons. These conventions have tended to harden with passage of time.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Presidential systems




In presidential systems[image: External link], the upper house is frequently given other powers to compensate for its restrictions:


	Executive appointments, to the cabinet[image: External link] and other offices, usually require its approval.

	It frequently has the sole authority to give consent to or denounce foreign treaties[image: External link].
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 Institutional structure




There is a variety of ways an upper house's members are assembled: by direct or indirection election, appointment, heredity, or a mixture of these. The German Bundesrat[image: External link] is composed of members of the cabinets[image: External link] of the German states[image: External link], in most cases the state premier[image: External link] and several ministers; they are delegated and can be recalled anytime. In a very similar way the Council of the European Union[image: External link] is composed of national ministers.

Many upper houses are not directly elected, but appointed: either by the head of government or in some other way. This is usually intended to produce a house of experts or otherwise distinguished citizens, who would not necessarily be returned in an election. For example, members of the Canadian Senate[image: External link] are appointed by the Governor General[image: External link] on advice of the Prime Minister[image: External link].

The seats are sometimes hereditary, as still is partly the case in the British House of Lords[image: External link] and formerly in the Japanese House of Peers[image: External link] until it was abolished in 1947.

It is also common that the upper house consist of delegates chosen by state governments or local officials. The United States Senate[image: External link] was chosen by the State legislatures until the passage of the Seventeenth Amendment[image: External link] in 1913.

The upper house may be directly elected but in different proportions to the lower house - for example, the Senates of Australia and the United States have a fixed number of elected members from each state, regardless of the population.
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 Abolition




Main article: Abolished upper house[image: External link]


Many jurisdictions, such as Croatia[image: External link], Denmark[image: External link], Estonia[image: External link], Hungary, Iceland, Iran[image: External link], New Zealand, Peru, Sweden, Turkey[image: External link], Venezuela[image: External link] and many Indian states[image: External link] as well as Canadian provinces, once possessed upper houses but abolished them to adopt unicameral[image: External link] systems. Newfoundland had a Legislative Council[image: External link] prior to joining Canada, as did Ontario[image: External link] when it was Upper Canada[image: External link] and Quebec[image: External link] from 1791 (as Lower Canada[image: External link]) to 1968. Nebraska[image: External link] is the only state in the United States with a unicameral legislature, having abolished its lower house in 1934.

The Australian state of Queensland also once had an appointed Legislative Council[image: External link] before abolishing it in 1922. All other Australian states continue to have bicameral systems (the two territories have always been unicameral).

Like Queensland, the German[image: External link] state[image: External link] of Bavaria[image: External link] had an appointed upper house, the Senate of Bavaria[image: External link], from 1946 to 1999.

The Senate of the Philippines[image: External link] was abolished – and restored – twice: from 1935 to 1945 when a unicameral National Assembly[image: External link] convened, and from 1972 to 1987 when Congress was closed, and later a new constitution was approved instituting a unicameral Parliament[image: External link]. The Senate was re-instituted with the restoration of a bicameral Congress via a constitutional amendment in 1941, and via adoption of a new constitution in 1987.

A previous government of Ireland (the 31st Dáil[image: External link]) promised a national referendum on abolition of its upper house, the Seanad Éireann[image: External link], during the 24th Seanad session. By a narrow margin, the Irish public voted to retain it. Conservative-leaning Fine Gael[image: External link] and Left-leaning Sinn Féin[image: External link] both supported the abolition, while the centrist Fianna Fáil[image: External link] was alone among major parties in supporting the retention of the Seanad.[3]
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 Titles of upper houses
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 Common terms





	
Senate[image: External link] - by far the most common

	Legislative Council[image: External link]

	
Federal Council[image: External link] ( Germany[image: External link], Austria[image: External link])

	
Council of States[image: External link] ( Switzerland[image: External link], India[image: External link], Sudan[image: External link])

	First Chamber ( Netherlands[image: External link] and formerly Sweden[image: External link])
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 Unique titles





	
National Council[image: External link] – Slovenia[image: External link]; also the title of the lower house of the Parliament of Austria[image: External link]


	
House of Peoples[image: External link] – Bosnia and Herzegovina[image: External link]


	
Protsaphea[image: External link] – Cambodia[image: External link]


	
Chambre des Pairs[image: External link] (Chamber of Peers) – France[image: External link] under the Bourbon Restoration[image: External link]


	
Chamber of the Most Worthy Peers of the Kingdom[image: External link] (Câmara dos Digníssimos Pares do Reino) - Kingdom of Portugal[image: External link]


	
Főrendiház[image: External link] (House of Magnates) in the former Kingdom of Hungary[image: External link], also called simply Felsőház (Upper House)

	
Rajya Sabha[image: External link] (Council of the States) and Vidhan Parishad[image: External link] (Legislative Council) – India


	
Regional Representative Council[image: External link] (Dewan Perwakilan Daerah) – Indonesia[image: External link]


	
House of Councillors[image: External link] ( Japanese[image: External link]: 参議院, Sangi-in) – Japan[image: External link]


	
Dewan Negara[image: External link] (National Hall) – Malaysia[image: External link]


	
Federation Council[image: External link] - Russia


	
House of Elders[image: External link] – Republic of Somaliland[image: External link]. The term senate is derived from Latin senex, meaning "old man".

	
National Council of Provinces[image: External link] – South Africa


	
House of Lords[image: External link] – Seen in the United Kingdom, Ireland[image: External link], as well as formerly in German-speaking monarchies ( Herrenhaus[image: External link]), e.g. the Austrian House of Lords[image: External link] and the Prussian House of Lords[image: External link]


	
House of Federation[image: External link] – Ethiopia[image: External link]


	
House of Nationalities[image: External link] [4]- Myanmar[image: External link]


	
Seanad Éireann[image: External link] – Ireland
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The Australian Senate is the upper house of the bicameral[image: External link] Parliament of Australia, the lower house being the House of Representatives. The composition and powers of the Senate are established in Chapter I, Part II of the Australian Constitution. There are a total of 76 senators: 12 senators are elected from each of the six states[image: External link] (regardless of population) and two from each of the two autonomous internal territories (the Australian Capital Territory and the Northern Territory). Senators are popularly elected under the single transferable vote[image: External link] system of proportional representation.

Unlike upper Houses in most Westminster parliamentary systems[image: External link], the Senate is vested with significant power, including the capacity to block all legislation, including Budget and Appropriation Bills, initiated by the government in the House of Representatives, making it a distinctive hybrid of British Westminster bicameralism[image: External link] and US-style bicameralism[image: External link]. As a result of proportional representation, the chamber features a multitude of parties vying for power. The governing party or coalition, which has to maintain the confidence of the lower house, rarely has a majority in the Senate and usually needs to negotiate with other parties and Independents to get legislation passed.

Senators normally serve fixed six-year terms (from 1 July to 30 June), unless the Senate is dissolved earlier in a double dissolution. Following a double dissolution half the state senators serve terms ending on the third 30 June following the election (i.e. slightly less than three years) with the rest serving three years longer. The term of the territory senators expires at the same time as there is an election for the House of Representatives. There is no constitutional requirement for the election of senators to take place at the same time as those for members of the House of Representatives, though the government usually synchronises election dates.



TOP
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 Origins and role




The Commonwealth of Australia Constitution Act (Imp.) of 1900 established the Senate as part of the new system of dominion[image: External link] government in newly federated Australia. From a comparative governmental perspective, the Australian Senate exhibits distinctive characteristics. Unlike upper Houses in other Westminster system[image: External link] governments, the Senate is not a vestigial body with limited legislative power. Rather it was intended to play – and does play – an active role in legislation. Rather than being modelled solely after the House of Lords[image: External link], as the Canadian Senate[image: External link] was, the Australian Senate was in part modelled after the United States Senate[image: External link], by giving equal representation to each state and equal powers.[1] The Constitution intended to give less populous states added voice in a Federal legislature, while also providing for the revising role of an upper house in the Westminster system.

Although the Prime Minister[image: External link] and Treasurer[image: External link], by convention, are members of the House of Representatives (after John Gorton[image: External link] was appointed prime minister in 1968, he resigned from the Senate and was elected to the House), other members of the Cabinet may come from either house,[2] and the two Houses have almost equal legislative power.[3] As with most upper chambers in bicameral parliaments[image: External link], the Senate cannot introduce or amend appropriation bills[image: External link] (bills that authorise government expenditure of public revenue) or bills that impose taxation, that role being reserved for the lower house, it can only approve, reject or defer them. That degree of equality between the Senate and House of Representatives reflects the desire of the Constitution's authors to address smaller states' desire for strong powers for the Senate as a way of ensuring that the interests of more populous states as represented in the House of Representatives did not totally dominate the government. This situation was also partly due to the age of the Australian constitution – it was enacted before the confrontation in 1909 in Britain between the House of Commons[image: External link] and the House of Lords[image: External link], which ultimately resulted in the restrictions placed on the powers of the House of Lords by the Parliament Acts 1911 and 1949[image: External link].

In practice, however, most legislation (except for private member's bills[image: External link]) in the Australian Parliament is initiated by the Government, which has control over the lower house. It is then passed to the Senate, which has the opportunity to amend the bill, pass or reject it. In the majority of cases, voting takes place along party lines[image: External link], although there are occasional conscience votes[image: External link].

Since 2015, armed officers of the Australian Federal Police[image: External link] have been placed on duty to protect both chambers of the Federal Parliament.[4]
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 Electoral system




See also: Electoral system of Australia


The system for electing senators has changed several times since Federation. The original arrangement involved a first-past-the-post[image: External link] block voting[image: External link] or "winner takes all" system, on a state-by-state basis. This was replaced in 1919 by preferential block voting[image: External link]. Block voting tended to produce landslide[image: External link] majorities and even "wipe-outs". For instance, from 1920 to 1923 the Nationalist Party of Australia[image: External link] had 35 of the 36 senators, and from 1947 to 1950, the Australian Labor Party had 33 of the 36 senators.

In 1948, single transferable vote[image: External link] proportional representation on a state-by-state basis became the method for electing Senators, this had the effect of limiting the government's ability to control the chamber and has helped the rise of Australian minor parties. From the 1984 election, group ticket voting[image: External link] was introduced in order to reduce a high rate of informal voting that arose from the requirement that each candidate be given a preference. This allowed voters to select a single party "Above the Line" to distribute their preferences on their behalf but voters were still able to vote directly for individual candidates and distribute their own preferences if they wished "Below the Line" by numbering every box.

In 2016 group tickets were abolished to avoid undue influence of preference deals amongst parties that were seen as distorting election results[5] and a form of optional preferential voting[image: External link] was introduced. As a result of the changes, voters may assign their preferences for parties above the line (numbering as many boxes as they wish), or individual candidates below the line, and are not required to fill all of the boxes. Both above and below the line voting now use optional preferential voting[image: External link]. For above the line, voters are instructed to number at least their first six preferences; however, a "savings provision" is in place to ensure that ballots will still be counted if less than six are given. For below the line, voters are required to number at least their first 12 preferences. Voters are free to continue numbering as many preferences as they like beyond the minimum number specified. Another savings provision allows ballot papers with at least 6 below the line preferences to be formal.

The changes were subject to a High Court Challenge by sitting South Australian Senator Bob Day[image: External link] of the Family First Party. The senator argued that the changes meant the senators would not be "directly chosen by the people" as required by the constitution. The High Court decided that both above the line and below the line voting were valid methods for the people to choose their Senators.[6]
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 Ballot paper




The Australian Senate voting paper under the single transferable vote[image: External link] proportional representation system resembles the following example (shown in two parts), which shows the candidates for Victorian senate representation in the 2016 federal election[image: External link].



To vote correctly, electors must:


	Vote for at least six parties above the thick black line, by writing the numbers 1-6 in party boxes. Votes with less than six boxes numbered are still admitted to the count through savings provisions.

	Vote for at least twelve candidates below the thick black line, by writing the numbers 1-12 in the individual candidates' boxes. Votes with between six and twelve boxes numbered are still admitted to the count through savings provisions.



Because each state elects six senators at each half-senate election, the quota for election is only one-seventh or 14.3% (one third or 33.3% for territories, where only two senators are elected). Once a candidate has been elected with votes reaching the quota amount, any votes they receive in addition to this may be distributed to other candidates as preferences.

With an odd number of seats in a half-Senate election (3 or 5), 50.1% of the vote wins a majority (2/3) or (3/5).

With an even number of seats in a half-Senate election (6), 57.1% of the vote is needed to win a majority of seats (4/6).

The ungrouped candidates in the far right column do not have a box above the line. Therefore, they can only get a primary (number 1) vote from electors who vote below the line. For this reason, some independents register as a group, either with other independents or by themselves, such as group B in the above example.

Names of parties can be shown only if the parties are registered, which requires, among other things, a minimum of 500 members.
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 Order of parties




The order of parties on the ballot papers, and the order of ungrouped candidates is determined by a ballot conducted by the Electoral Commission.
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 Deposit




Candidates, parties, and groups pay a deposit of $2000 per candidate, which is forfeited if they fail to achieve 4% of the primary vote.
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 Public subsidy




Candidates, parties, and groups earn a public subsidy if they gain at least 4% of the primary vote. At the 2013 federal election, funding was $2.488 per formal first preference vote.
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 Membership




Under sections 7 and 8 of the Australian Constitution,:[7]


	the Senate must comprise an equal number of senators from each original state,

	each original state shall have at least six senators, and

	the Senate must be elected in a way that is not discriminatory among the states.



These conditions have periodically been the source of debate, and within these conditions, the composition and rules of the Senate have varied significantly since federation.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Size and nexus




Under Section 24 of the Constitution, the number of members of the House of Representatives has to be "as nearly as practicable" double the number of Senators. The reasons for the nexus are twofold. These are a desire to maintain a constant influence for the smaller states and maintain a constant balance of the two Houses in case of a joint sitting after a double dissolution. A referendum[image: External link] held in 1967 to eliminate the nexus failed to pass.

The size of the Senate has changed over the years. The Constitution originally provided for 6 senators for each state, resulting in a total of 36 senators. The Constitution permits the Parliament to increase the number of senators, provided that equal numbers of senators from each original state are maintained. Accordingly, in 1948, Senate representation was increased to 10 senators for each state, increasing the total to 60.

In 1975, the two territories, the Northern Territory and the Australian Capital Territory, were given an entitlement to elect two senators each for the first time, bringing the number to 64.[8] The senators from the Northern Territory also represent constituents from Australia's Indian Ocean Territories (Christmas Island and the Cocos (Keeling) Islands), while the senators from the Australian Capital Territory also represent voters from the Jervis Bay Territory and since 1 July 2016, Norfolk Island.[9]

The latest expansion in Senate numbers took place in 1984, when the number of senators from each state was increased to 12, resulting in a total of 76 senators.[10]
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 Term




Normally, elections for senators take place at the same time as those for members of the House of Representatives. However, because their terms do not coincide, the incoming Parliament will for some time comprise a new House of Representatives and an old Senate.

Section 13 of the Constitution requires that in half-Senate elections the election of State senators shall take place within one year before the places become vacant. The actual election date is determined by the Governor of each State, who acts on the advice of the State Premier. The Governors almost always act on the recommendation of the Governor-General, with the last independent Senate election writ being issued by the Governor of Queensland during the Gair Affair[image: External link] in 1974.

Slightly more than half of the Senate is contested at each general election (half of the 72 state senators, and all four of the territory senators), along with the entire House of Representatives. Except in the case of a double dissolution, senators are normally elected for fixed terms of six years, commencing on 1 July following the election, and ceasing on 30 June six years later.

The term of the four senators from the territories is not fixed, but is defined by the dates of the general elections for the House of Representatives, the period between which can vary greatly, to a maximum of three years and three months. Territory senators commence their terms on the day that they are elected. Their terms expire the day prior to the following general election day.[11]

Following a double dissolution, all 76 senators face re-election. If there is an early House election outside the 12-month period in which Senate elections can occur, the synchronisation of the election will be disrupted, and there can be elections at which only half the Senate is up for election. The last time this occurred was on 21 November 1970[image: External link].
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 Issues with equal representation




Each state elects the same number of senators, meaning there is equal representation for each of the Australian states, regardless of population, so the Senate, like many upper Houses, does not adhere to the principle of "one vote one value[image: External link]". Tasmania, with a population of around 500,000, elects the same number of senators as New South Wales, which has a population of over 7 million. Because of this imbalance, governments favoured by the more populous states are occasionally frustrated by the extra power the smaller states have in the Senate, to the degree that former Prime Minister Paul Keating[image: External link] famously referred to the Senate's members as "unrepresentative swill".[12] The proportional election system within each state ensures that the Senate incorporates more political diversity than the lower house, which is basically a two party[image: External link] body. The elected membership of the Senate more closely reflects the first voting preference of the electorate as a whole than does the composition of the House of Representatives, despite the large discrepancies from state to state in the ratio of voters to senators.[13][14] This often means that the composition of the Senate is different from that of the House of Representatives, contributing to the Senate's function as a house of review.

With proportional representation, and the small majorities in the Senate compared to the generally larger majorities in the House of Representatives, and the requirement that the number of members of the House be "nearly as practicable" twice that of the Senate, a joint sitting after a double dissolution is more likely than not to lead to a victory for the House over the Senate. When the Senate had an odd number of Senators retiring at an election (3 or 5), 51% of the vote would lead to a clear majority of 3 out of 5 per state. With an even number of Senators retiring at an election, it takes 57% of the vote to win 4 out of 6 seats, which may be insurmountable. This gives the House an unintended extra advantage in joint sittings but not in ordinary elections, where the Senate may be too evenly balanced to get House legislation through.

The Government does not need the support of the Senate to stay in office, unless the Senate blocks or defers supply. However, if the governing party does not have a majority in the Senate, it can often find its agenda frustrated in the upper house. This can be the case even when the government has a large majority in the House.
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 Parties




The overwhelming majority of senators have always been elected as representatives of political parties. Parties which currently have representation in the Senate are:


	
The Coalition – Liberal Party of Australia[image: External link], Liberal National Party of Queensland[image: External link], National Party of Australia[image: External link] and Country Liberal Party[image: External link]


	Australian Labor Party

	Australian Greens[image: External link]

	Pauline Hanson's One Nation[image: External link]

	Nick Xenophon Team[image: External link]

	Jacqui Lambie Network[image: External link]

	Derryn Hinch's Justice Party[image: External link]

	Liberal Democratic Party[image: External link]

	Australian Conservatives[image: External link]



Other parties that have achieved Senate representation in the past include the Family First Party[image: External link], Australian Democrats[image: External link], Palmer United Party[image: External link], Australian Motoring Enthusiast Party[image: External link], Nuclear Disarmament Party[image: External link], Liberal Movement[image: External link], the Democratic Labour Party[image: External link] and the related but separate Democratic Labor Party[image: External link].

Due to the need to obtain votes statewide, independent candidates[image: External link] have difficulty getting elected. The exceptions in recent times have been elected in less populous States – the former Tasmanian Senator Brian Harradine[image: External link] and the current South Australian Senator Nick Xenophon[image: External link].

The Australian Senate serves as a model for some politicians in Canada, particularly in the Western provinces, who wish to reform the Canadian Senate[image: External link] so that it takes a more active legislative role.[15]

There are also small factions in the United Kingdom (both from the right and left) who wish to the see the House of Lords take on a structure similar to that of the Australian Senate.[ who?[image: External link]]
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 Casual vacancies




See also: List of Australian Senate appointments[image: External link]


Section 15 of the Constitution provides that a casual vacancy[image: External link] of a State senator shall be filled by the State Parliament. If the previous senator was a member of a particular political party the replacement must come from the same party, but the State Parliament may choose not to fill the vacancy, in which case Section 11 requires the Senate to proceed regardless. If the State Parliament happens to be in recess when the vacancy occurs, the Constitution provides that the State Governor can appoint someone to fill the place until fourteen days after the State Parliament resumes sitting.
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 Procedure
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 Work




The Australian Senate typically sits for 50 to 60 days a year.[e] Most of those days are grouped into 'sitting fortnights' of two four-day weeks. These are in turn arranged in three periods: the autumn sittings, from February to April; the winter sittings, which commence with the delivery of the budget in the House of Representatives on the first sitting day of May and run through to June or July; and the spring sittings, which commence around August and continue until December, and which typically contain the largest number of the year's sitting days.

The senate has a regular schedule that structures its typical working week.[16]
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 Dealing with legislation




All bills[image: External link] must be passed by a majority in both the House of Representatives and the Senate before they become law. Most bills originate in the House of Representatives, and the great majority are introduced by the government.

The usual procedure is for notice to be given by a government minister the day before the bill is introduced into the Senate. Once introduced the bill goes through several stages of consideration. It is given a first reading[image: External link], which represents the bill's formal introduction into the chamber.


The first reading is followed by debate on the principle or policy of the bill (the second reading debate). Agreement to the bill in principle is indicated by a second reading, after which the detailed provisions of the bill are considered by one of a number of methods (see below). Bills may also be referred by either House to their specialised standing or select committees. Agreement to the policy and the details is confirmed by a third and final reading. These processes ensure that a bill is systematically considered before being agreed to.[17]



The Senate has detailed rules in its standing orders that govern how a bill is considered at each stage.[18] This process of consideration can vary greatly in the amount of time taken. Consideration of some bills is completed in a single day, while complex or controversial legislation may take months to pass through all stages of Senate scrutiny. The Constitution provides that if the Senate vote is equal, the question shall pass in the negative.
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 Committees




Main article: Australian Senate committees[image: External link]




Play media[image: External link]


[image: External link]

A short video on Australian Parliamentary Committees





In addition to the work of the main chamber, the Senate also has a large number of committees[image: External link] which deal with matters referred to them by the Senate. These committees also conduct hearings three times a year in which the government's budget and operations are examined. These are known as estimates hearings. Traditionally dominated by scrutiny of government activities by non-government senators, they provide the opportunity for all senators to ask questions of ministers and public officials. This may occasionally include government senators examining activities of independent publicly funded bodies, or pursuing issues arising from previous governments' terms of office. There is however a convention that senators do not have access to the files and records of previous governments when there has been an election resulting in a change in the party in government. Once a particular inquiry is completed the members of the committee can then produce a report, to be tabled in Parliament, outlining what they have discovered as well as any recommendations that they have produced for the Government to consider.[19]

The ability of the Houses of Parliament to establish committees is referenced in Section 49 of the Constitution, which states that, "The powers, privileges, and immunities of the Senate and of the House of Representatives, and of the members and the committees of each House, shall be such as are declared by the Parliament, and until declared shall be those of the Commons House of Parliament of the United Kingdom, and of its members and committees, at the establishment of the Commonwealth."[20][19]

Parliamentary committees can be given a wide range of powers. One of the most significant powers is the ability to summon people to attend hearings in order to give evidence and submit documents. Anyone who attempts to hinder the work of a Parliamentary committee may be found to be in contempt of Parliament[image: External link]. There are a number of ways that witnesses can be found in contempt, these include; refusing to appear before a committee when summoned, refusing to answer a question during a hearing or to produce a document, or later being found to have lied to or misled a committee. Anyone who attempts to influence a witness may also be found in contempt.[21] Other powers include, the ability to meet throughout Australia, to establish subcommittees and to take evidence in both public and private hearings.[19]

Proceedings of committees are considered to have the same legal standing as proceedings of Parliament, they are recorded by Hansard[image: External link], except for private hearings, and also operate under Parliamentary privilege[image: External link]. Every participant, including committee members and witnesses giving evidence, are protected from being prosecuted under any civil or criminal action for anything they may say during a hearing. Written evidence and documents received by a committee are also protected.[21][19]
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 Holding governments to account




One of the functions of the Senate, both directly and through its committees[image: External link], is to scrutinise government activity. The vigour of this scrutiny has been fuelled for many years by the fact that the party in government has seldom had a majority in the Senate. Whereas in the House of Representatives the government's majority has sometimes limited that chamber's capacity to implement executive scrutiny, the opposition and minor parties have been able to use their Senate numbers as a basis for conducting inquiries into government operations. When the Howard government[image: External link] won control of the Senate in 2005, it sparked a debate about the effectiveness of the Senate in holding the government of the day accountable for its actions. Government members argued that the Senate continued to be a forum of vigorous debate, and its committees continued to be active.[22] The Opposition leader in the Senate suggested that the government had attenuated the scrutinising activities of the Senate.[23] The Australian Democrats[image: External link], a minor party which frequently played mediating and negotiating roles in the Senate, expressed concern about a diminished role for the Senate's committees.[24]
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 Voting




Senators are called upon to vote on matters before the Senate. These votes are called divisions in the case of Senate business, or ballots where the vote is to choose a senator to fill an office of the Senate (such as President of the Australian Senate[image: External link]).[25]

Party discipline in Australian politics is extremely tight, so divisions almost always are decided on party lines. Nevertheless, the existence of minor parties holding the balance of power in the Senate has made divisions in that chamber more important and occasionally more dramatic than in the House of Representatives.

When a division is to be held, bells ring throughout the parliament building for four minutes, during which time senators must go to the chamber. At the end of that period the doors are locked and a vote is taken, by identifying and counting senators according to the side of the chamber on which they sit (ayes to the right of the chair, noes to the left). The whole procedure takes around eight minutes. Senators with commitments that keep them from the chamber may make arrangements in advance to be 'paired' with a senator of the opposite political party, so that their absence does not affect the outcome of the vote.

The Senate contains an even number of senators, so a tied vote is a real prospect (which regularly occurs when the party numbers in the chamber are finely balanced). Section 23 of the Constitution[image: External link] requires that in the event of a tied division, the question is resolved in the negative. The system is however different for ballots for offices such as the President. If such a ballot is tied, the Clerk of the Senate[image: External link] decides the outcome by the drawing of lots. In reality, conventions govern most ballots, so this situation does not arise.
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 Political parties and voting outcomes




The extent to which party discipline determines the outcome of parliamentary votes is highlighted by the rarity with which members of the same political party will find themselves on opposing sides of a vote. The exceptions are where a conscience vote[image: External link] is allowed by one or more of the political parties; and occasions where a member of a political party crosses the floor[image: External link] of the chamber to vote against the instructions of their party whip[image: External link]. Crossing the floor very rarely occurs, but is more likely in the Senate than in the House of Representatives.[26]

One feature of the government having a majority in both chambers between 1 July 2005 and the 2007 elections was the potential for an increased emphasis on internal differences between members of the government parties.[27] This period saw the first instances of crossing the floor by senators since the conservative government took office in 1996:[28] Gary Humphries[image: External link] on civil unions in the Australian Capital Territory, and Barnaby Joyce[image: External link] on voluntary student unionism[image: External link].[29] A more significant potential instance of floor crossing was averted when the government withdrew its Migration Amendment (Designated Unauthorised Arrivals) Bill, of which several government senators had been critical, and which would have been defeated had it proceeded to the vote.[30] The controversy that surrounded these examples demonstrated both the importance of backbenchers[image: External link] in party policy deliberations and the limitations to their power to influence outcomes in the Senate chamber.

In September 2008, Barnaby Joyce[image: External link] became leader of the Nationals in the Senate, and stated that his party in the upper house would no longer necessarily vote with their Liberal counterparts.[31]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Where the Houses disagree




If the Senate rejects or fails to pass a proposed law, or passes it with amendments to which the House of Representatives will not agree, and if after an interval of three months the Senate refuses to pass the same piece of legislation, the government may either abandon the bill or continue to revise it, or, in certain circumstances outlined in section 57 of the Constitution, the Prime Minister can advise the Governor-General to dissolve the entire parliament in a double dissolution. In such an event, the entirety of the Senate faces re-election, as does the House of Representatives, rather than only about half the chamber as is normally the case. After a double dissolution election, if the bills in question are reintroduced, and if they again fail to pass the Senate, the Governor-General may agree to a joint sitting of the two Houses in an attempt to pass the bills. Such a sitting[image: External link] has only occurred once, in 1974.

The double dissolution mechanism is not available for bills that originate in the Senate and are blocked in the lower house.

After a double dissolution election, section 13 of the Constitution requires the Senate to divide the senators into two classes, with the first class having a three-year "short term", and the second class a six-year "long term". The Senate may adopt any approach it wants to determine how to allocate the long and short terms, however two methods are currently 'on the table':


	"elected-order" method, where the Senators elected first attain a six-year term. This approach tends to favour minor party candidates as it gives greater weight to their first preference votes;[32] or

	re-count method, where the long terms are allocated to those Senators who would have been elected first if the election had been a standard half-Senate election.[33] This method is likely to be preferred by the major parties in the Senate where it would deliver more six-year terms to their members.[32]




The Senate applied the "elected-order" method following the 1987 double dissolution election[image: External link].[33] Since that time the Senate has passed resolutions on several occasions indicating its intention to use the re-count method to allocate seats at any future double dissolution, which Green describes as a fairer approach but notes could be ignored if a majority of Senators opted for the "elected-order" method instead.[33] In both double dissolution elections since 1987, the "elected order" method was used.

On 8 October 2003, the then Prime Minister John Howard[image: External link] initiated public discussion of whether the mechanism for the resolution of deadlocks between the Houses should be reformed. High levels of support for the existing mechanism, and a very low level of public interest in that discussion, resulted in the abandonment of these proposals.[34]
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 Blocking supply





Because of the federal nature of our Constitution and because of its provisions the Senate undoubtedly has constitutional power to refuse or defer supply to the Government. Because of the principles of responsible government a Prime Minister who cannot obtain supply, including money for carrying on the ordinary services of government, must either advise a general election or resign. If he refuses to do this I have the authority and indeed the duty under the Constitution to withdraw his Commission as Prime Minister. The position in Australia is quite different from a position in the United Kingdom. Here the confidence of both Houses on supply is necessary to ensure its provision. In United Kingdom the confidence of the House of Commons alone is necessary. But both here and in the United Kingdom the duty of the Prime Minister is the same in a most important aspect – if he cannot get supply he must resign or advise an election.

— Governor-General Sir John Kerr[image: External link], Statement (dated 11 November 1975)[35]



The constitutional text denies the Senate the power to originate or amend appropriation bills, in deference to the conventions of the classical Westminster system[image: External link]. Under a traditional Westminster system, the executive[image: External link] government is responsible for its use of public funds to the lower house, which has the power to bring down a government by blocking its access to supply[image: External link] – i.e. revenue[image: External link] appropriated through taxation. The arrangement as expressed in the Australian Constitution, however, still leaves the Senate with the power to reject supply bills or defer their passage – undoubtedly one of the Senate's most powerful abilities.

The ability to block supply was exercised in the 1975 Australian constitutional crisis. The Opposition[image: External link] used its numbers in the Senate to defer supply bills, refusing to deal with them until an election was called for both Houses of Parliament, an election which it hoped to win. The Prime Minister[image: External link] of the day, Gough Whitlam, contested the legitimacy of the blocking and refused to resign. The crisis brought to a head two Westminster conventions that, under the Australian constitutional system, were in conflict – firstly, that a government may continue to govern for as long as it has the support of the lower house, and secondly, that a government that no longer has access to supply must either resign or be dismissed. The crisis was resolved in November 1975 when Governor-General Sir John Kerr[image: External link] dismissed Whitlam's government and appointed a caretaker government on condition that elections for both Houses of parliament be held.[36] This action in itself was a source of controversy and debate at that time on the proper usage of the Senate's ability to block supply.

The blocking of supply alone cannot force a double dissolution. There must be legislation repeatedly blocked by the Senate which the government can then choose to use as a trigger for a double dissolution.[37]
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 Current Senate




See also: Results for the Australian federal election, 2016 (Senate)[image: External link] and Members of the Australian Senate, 2016–2019[image: External link]


The 2 July 2016 double dissolution election[image: External link] Senate result was announced on 4 August: Liberal[image: External link]/ National[image: External link] Coalition 30 seats (−3), Labor 26 seats (+1), Greens[image: External link] 9 seats (−1), One Nation[image: External link] 4 seats (+4) and Nick Xenophon Team[image: External link] 3 seats (+2). Derryn Hinch[image: External link] won a seat, while Liberal Democrat[image: External link] David Leyonhjelm[image: External link], Family First[image: External link]'s Bob Day[image: External link], and Jacqui Lambie[image: External link] retained their seats. The number of crossbenchers[image: External link] increased by two to a record 20. The Liberal/National Coalition required at least nine additional votes to reach a Senate majority, an increase of three.[38][39][40] The Liberal/National Coalition and Labor parties agreed that the first elected six of twelve Senators in each state[image: External link] would serve a six-year term, while the last six elected in each state would serve a three-year term, despite two previous bipartisan senate resolutions to use an alternative method to allocate long and short term seats. By doing this, Labor and the Coalition each gained one Senate seat from 2019.[41][42][43][44]

Bob Day[image: External link], of the Family First Party, resigned from the Senate on 1 November 2016 following the collapse of his business. His eligibility to have stood in the 2016 election was referred by the Senate to the High Court, sitting as the Court of Disputed Returns[image: External link].[45] In April 2017 the court found that Day was not validly elected at the 2016 election[image: External link] and ordered that a special recount of South Australian ballot papers be held in order to determine his replacement.[46] The court announced that Lucy Gichuhi[image: External link] was elected in his place on 19 April 2017.[47][48] On 26 April 2017, Family First merged with the Australian Conservatives; however, Gichuhi declined to join the new party, announcing she would sit as an independent.[49]

Rodney Culleton[image: External link], who had left Pauline Hanson's One Nation Party on 19 December 2016 to become an independent, had his eligibility to stand in the 2016 election challenged on two constitutional grounds. Among the grounds of ineligibility provided in Constitution section 44[image: External link], a person cannot sit in either house of the Parliament if they are bankrupt or have been convicted of a criminal offence carrying a potential prison sentence of one year or more.

Culleton was declared bankrupt by the Federal Court on 23 December 2016. On 11 January 2017, after receiving an official copy of the judgment, the President of the Senate declared Culleton's seat vacant. Culleton's appeal against that judgment was dismissed by a full court of the Federal Court on 3 February 2017.[50]

This judgment was followed later on the same day by the High Court's decision that Culleton was ineligible owing to conviction for a criminal offence carrying a potential prison sentence of one year or more. This was a decision as the Court of Disputed Returns following a reference by the Senate at the same time as with Day. It was decided that, since Culleton's liability to a two-year sentence for larceny had been in place at the time of the 2016 election, he had been ineligible for election and that this was not affected by the subsequent annulment of that conviction; the Court also held that the resulting vacancy should be filled by a recount of the ballot, in a manner to be determined by a single Justice of the Court.[51] Following that recount, on 10 March 2017 the High Court named Peter Georgiou[image: External link] as his replacement, returning One Nation to 4 seats.[52]

On 7 February 2017, South Australian Senator Cory Bernardi[image: External link] resigned from the Liberal Party, to form a new party called the Australian Conservatives[image: External link].[53]
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 Historical party composition of the Senate




The Senate has included representatives from a range of political parties, including several parties that have seldom or never had representation in the House of Representatives, but which have consistently secured a small but significant level of electoral support, as the table shows.

Results represent the composition of the Senate after the elections. The full Senate has been contested on eight occasions; the inaugural election and seven double dissolutions. These are underlined and highlighted in puce.[54]



	Election

Year
	Labor
	Liberal[image: External link][f]
	National[image: External link][g]
	Democratic

Labor[image: External link]
	Democrats[image: External link]
	Greens[image: External link]
	CLP[image: External link]
	Independent[image: External link]
	Other

parties
	Total

seats
	Electoral

system



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	



	1st[image: External link]
	1901
	8
	11[h]
	17
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	36
	Plurality-at-large voting[image: External link]



	2nd[image: External link]
	1903
	8
	12[h]
	14
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	1
	Revenue Tariff[image: External link]
	36
	Plurality-at-large voting



	3rd[image: External link]
	1906
	15
	6[h]
	13
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	2
	 
	36
	Plurality-at-large voting



	4th[image: External link]
	1910
	22
	14
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	36
	Plurality-at-large voting



	5th[image: External link]
	1913
	29
	7
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	36
	Plurality-at-large voting



	6th[image: External link]
	1914
	31
	5
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	36
	Plurality-at-large voting



	7th[image: External link]
	1917
	12
	24
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	36
	Plurality-at-large voting



	8th[image: External link]
	1919
	1
	35
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	36
	Preferential block voting[image: External link]



	9th[image: External link]
	1922
	12
	24
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	36
	Preferential block voting



	10th[image: External link]
	1925
	8
	25
	3
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	36
	Preferential block voting



	11th[image: External link]
	1928
	7
	24
	5
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	36
	Preferential block voting



	12th[image: External link]
	1931
	10
	21
	5
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	36
	Preferential block voting



	13th[image: External link]
	1934
	3
	26
	7
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	36
	Preferential block voting



	14th[image: External link]
	1937
	16
	16
	4
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	36
	Preferential block voting



	15th[image: External link]
	1940
	17
	15
	4
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	36
	Preferential block voting



	16th[image: External link]
	1943
	22
	12
	2
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	36
	Preferential block voting



	17th[image: External link]
	1946
	33
	2
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	36
	Preferential block voting



	18th[image: External link]
	1949
	34
	21
	5
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	60
	Single transferable vote[image: External link]



	19th[image: External link]
	1951
	28
	26
	6
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	60
	Single transferable vote



	20th[image: External link]
	1953
	29
	26
	5
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	60
	Single transferable vote



	21st[image: External link]
	1955
	28
	24
	6
	2
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	60
	Single transferable vote



	22nd[image: External link]
	1958
	26
	25
	7
	2
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	60
	Single transferable vote



	23rd[image: External link]
	1961
	28
	24
	6
	1
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	60
	Single transferable vote



	24th[image: External link]
	1964
	27
	23
	7
	2
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	60
	Single transferable vote



	25th[image: External link]
	1967
	27
	21
	7
	4
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	60
	Single transferable vote



	26th[image: External link]
	1970
	26
	21
	5
	5
	 
	 
	 
	3
	 
	60
	Single transferable vote



	27th[image: External link]
	1974
	29
	23
	6
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	1
	Liberal Movement[image: External link]
	60
	Single transferable vote



	28th[image: External link]
	1975
	27
	26
	6
	 
	 
	 
	1
	1
	1
	Liberal Movement[image: External link]
	64
	Single transferable vote



	29th[image: External link]
	1977
	27
	27
	6
	 
	2
	 
	1
	1
	 
	64
	Single transferable vote



	30th[image: External link]
	1980
	27
	28
	3
	 
	5
	 
	1
	1
	 
	64
	Single transferable vote



	31st[image: External link]
	1983
	30
	23
	4
	 
	5
	 
	1
	1
	 
	64
	Single transferable vote



	32nd[image: External link]
	1984
	34
	27
	5
	 
	7
	 
	1
	1
	1
	Nuclear Disarmament[image: External link]
	76
	Single transferable vote (Group voting ticket[image: External link])



	33rd[image: External link]
	1987
	32
	26
	7
	 
	7
	 
	1
	2
	1
	Nuclear Disarmament[image: External link]
	76
	Single transferable vote (Group voting ticket)



	34th[image: External link]
	1990
	32
	28
	5
	 
	8
	 
	1
	1
	1
	Greens (WA)[image: External link]
	76
	Single transferable vote (Group voting ticket)



	35th[image: External link]
	1993
	30
	29
	6
	 
	7
	 
	1
	1
	2
	Greens (WA)[image: External link] (2)
	76
	Single transferable vote (Group voting ticket)



	36th[image: External link]
	1996
	29
	31
	5
	 
	7
	 
	1
	1
	2
	Greens (WA)[image: External link], Greens (Tas)[image: External link]
	76
	Single transferable vote (Group voting ticket)



	37th[image: External link]
	1998
	29
	31
	3
	 
	9
	1
	1
	1
	1
	One Nation[image: External link]
	76
	Single transferable vote (Group voting ticket)



	38th[image: External link]
	2001
	28
	31
	3
	 
	8
	2
	1
	2
	1
	One Nation[image: External link]
	76
	Single transferable vote (Group voting ticket)



	39th[image: External link]
	2004
	28
	33
	5
	 
	4
	4
	1
	 
	1
	Family First[image: External link]
	76
	Single transferable vote (Group voting ticket)



	40th[image: External link]
	2007
	32
	32
	4
	 
	 
	5
	1
	1
	1
	Family First[image: External link]
	76
	Single transferable vote (Group voting ticket)



	41st[image: External link]
	2010
	31
	28 + (3 LNP[image: External link])
	2
	1
	 
	9
	1
	1
	 
	76
	Single transferable vote (Group voting ticket)



	42nd[image: External link]
	2013
	25
	23 + (5 LNP[image: External link])
	3 + (1 LNP[image: External link])
	1
	 
	10
	1
	1
	6
	Family First[image: External link],

Liberal Democrats[image: External link],

Motoring Enthusiast[image: External link],

Palmer United[image: External link] (3)
	76
	Single transferable vote (Group voting ticket)



	43rd[image: External link]
	2016
	26
	21 + (3 LNP[image: External link])
	3 + (2 LNP[image: External link])
	
	 
	9
	1
	
	11
	Family First[image: External link],

Liberal Democrats[image: External link],

Jacqui Lambie[image: External link],

Justice Party[image: External link],

Nick Xenophon Team[image: External link] (3),

One Nation[image: External link] (4)
	76
	Single transferable vote (Optional preferential voting[image: External link])
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 See also





	Next Australian federal election[image: External link]

	Members of the Australian Senate, 2016–2019[image: External link]

	President of the Australian Senate[image: External link]

	Double dissolution

	Women in the Australian Senate[image: External link]

	Clerk of the Australian Senate[image: External link]

	Members of the Australian Parliament who have served for at least 30 years[image: External link]

	Father of the Australian Senate[image: External link]

	List of Australian Senate appointments[image: External link]

	Canberra Press Gallery[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ 3 LNP Senators sit in the Liberal party room and 2 in the National party room


	
^ Sits in National party room


	
^ Cory Bernardi[image: External link] resigned from the Liberal Party on 7 February 2017 and founded the Australian Conservatives[image: External link].


	
^ Lucy Gichuhi[image: External link] was a candidate on the Family First[image: External link] ticket at the 2016 election, but became independent before the party was disbanded to merge with the Australian Conservatives[image: External link] in April 2017.


	
^ Figures are available for each year on the Senate StatsNet.


	
^ Includes results for the Free Trade Party[image: External link] for 1901 and 1903, the Anti-Socialist Party[image: External link] for 1906, the Commonwealth Liberal Party[image: External link] for 1910—1914, the Nationalist Party[image: External link] for 1917—1929, and the United Australia Party[image: External link] for 1931—1943.


	
^ Includes results for the Country Party[image: External link] for 1919—1974 and the National Country Party[image: External link] for 1975—1980.


	
^ a b c Protectionist Party[image: External link]
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Lower House






A lower house is one of two chambers[image: External link] of a bicameral[image: External link] legislature[image: External link], the other chamber being the upper house.[1]

Despite its official position "below" the upper house, in many legislatures worldwide, the lower house has come to wield more power. A legislature composed of only one house is described as unicameral[image: External link].
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 Common attributes




In comparison with the upper house, lower houses frequently display certain characteristics:


	Powers




	In a parliamentary system[image: External link]:

	Much more power, usually based on restrictions against the upper house.

	Able to override the upper house in some ways.

	Can vote a motion of no confidence[image: External link] against the government.

	Exceptions are Australia, where the Senate has considerable power approximate to that of the House of Representatives, and Italy, where the Senate has exactly the same powers as the Chamber of Deputies.





	In a presidential system[image: External link]:

	Somewhat less power, as the upper house alone gives advice and consent to some executives decisions (e.g. appointments).

	Given the sole power to impeach the executive (the upper house then tries the impeachment[image: External link])








	Status




	Always elected directly, while the upper house may be elected directly, indirectly, or not elected at all.

	Its members may be elected with a different voting system to the upper house.

	Most populated administrative divisions[image: External link] are better represented than in the upper house; representation is usually proportional to population.

	
Elected[image: External link] more frequently.

	Elected all at once, not by staggered terms.

	In a parliamentary system, can be dissolved by the executive.

	More members.

	Has total or original control over budget and monetary laws.

	Lower age of candidacy[image: External link] than the upper house.
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 Titles of lower houses
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 Common names




Many lower houses are named in the following manner: House/Chamber of Representatives/the People/Commons/Deputies.


	Chamber of Deputies[image: External link]

	Chamber of Representatives[image: External link]

	House of Assembly[image: External link]

	House of Representatives[image: External link]

	House of Commons[image: External link]

	House of Delegates[image: External link]

	Legislative Assembly

	National Assembly[image: External link]
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 Unique Names





	
Camera dei Deputati[image: External link] Chamber of Deputies ( Italy[image: External link])

	
Lok Sabha[image: External link] House of the People ( India[image: External link])

	
Dewan Perwakilan Rakyat[image: External link] People's Representative Council ( Indonesia[image: External link])

	
Dáil Éireann[image: External link] Assembly of Ireland (Ireland)

	
Dewan Rakyat[image: External link] People's Hall ( Malaysia[image: External link])

	
Congreso de los Diputados[image: External link] Congress of Deputies ( Spain[image: External link])

	
Mazhilis[image: External link] Assembly ( Kazakhstan[image: External link])

	
House of Keys[image: External link] (Isle of Man)

	
Sejm[image: External link] (Republic of Poland[image: External link]) (not to be confused with the Great Sejm[image: External link])

	
State Duma[image: External link] ( Russia[image: External link])

	
Tweede Kamer[image: External link] Second Chamber (Netherlands)

	
Bundestag[image: External link] Federal Diet ( Germany[image: External link])

	
Pyithu Hluttaw[image: External link] House of Representatives ( Myanmar[image: External link])[2]


	
Βουλή των Ελλήνων[image: External link] Council of the Hellenes ( Greece[image: External link])
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	Representative democracy[image: External link]
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Australian House of Representatives








	Australian House of Representatives



	45th Parliament[image: External link]



	Type



	Type
	

Lower house of the Parliament of Australia






	Leadership



	
Speaker[image: External link]


	

The Hon. Tony Smith MP[image: External link], Liberal[image: External link]

Since 10 August 2015





	
Leader of the House[image: External link]


	

The Hon. Christopher Pyne MP[image: External link], Liberal[image: External link]

Since 18 September 2013





	
Manager of Opposition Business[image: External link]


	

The Hon. Tony Burke MP[image: External link], Labor

Since 18 October 2013





	Structure



	Seats
	150



	
Political groups


	
Government[image: External link] (76)

Coalition

     Liberal[image: External link] (45)

     LNP[image: External link] (21)[a]

     National[image: External link] (10)



Opposition[image: External link] (69)

     Labor (69)



Crossbench[image: External link] (5)

     Greens[image: External link] (1)

     Xenophon[image: External link] (1)

     Katter[image: External link] (1)

     Independent[image: External link] (2)[b]

 



	Elections



	
Voting system[image: External link]


	Instant-runoff voting



	
Last election


	2 July 2016[image: External link]



	
Next election


	On or before 2 November 2019[image: External link]



	Meeting place



	House of Representatives chamber

Parliament House

Canberra[image: External link], ACT, Australia



	Website



	House of Representatives[image: External link]






	
Australia





	This article is part of a series on the

politics and government of

Australia




	

Constitution




	Constitution of Australia

	
Statute of Westminster Adoption Act



	Australia Act[image: External link]













	

The Crown[image: External link]



	
Monarch[image: External link]: Elizabeth II


	

Governor-General: Sir Peter Cosgrove[image: External link]














	

Executive



	

Prime Minister[image: External link]: Malcolm Turnbull




	

Deputy Prime Minister[image: External link]: Barnaby Joyce[image: External link]




	
Federal Executive Council

	


	Current (71st)[image: External link]

	Cabinet





















	

Legislature



	
Parliament

	
Senate[image: External link]

	

President[image: External link]: Stephen Parry[image: External link]








	
House of Representatives[image: External link]

	

Speaker[image: External link]: Tony Smith[image: External link]








	
Opposition[image: External link]

	

Leader[image: External link]: Bill Shorten[image: External link]




	Shadow Ministry[image: External link]



















	

Judiciary



	High Court

	Lower Courts

	Laws of Australia[image: External link]











	

Elections



	
Federal electoral system[image: External link]

	Electoral divisions[image: External link]





	Political parties

	Recent elections

	


	Federal: 2016[image: External link]


	2013[image: External link]

	2010[image: External link]











	Federal by-elections[image: External link]

	Referendums[image: External link]











	

States and territories[image: External link]




	Governors and Administrators

	Premiers and Chief Ministers

	Parliaments and Assemblies

	State courts[image: External link]

	State electoral systems[image: External link]













	

Local government[image: External link]




	NSW[image: External link]

	Vic[image: External link]

	Qld[image: External link]

	WA[image: External link]

	SA[image: External link]

	Tas[image: External link]

	NT[image: External link]













	

Related topics




	Regions

	Foreign relations

	Defence Force

	Public holidays

	Republicanism[image: External link]













	


	Other countries[image: External link]

	Atlas[image: External link]
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The Australian House of Representatives is one of the two Houses (chambers) of the Parliament of Australia. It is referred to as the lower house, with the Senate being referred to as the upper house. The term of members of the House of Representatives is a maximum of three years from the date of the first sitting of the House, but on only one occasion[image: External link] since Federation has the maximum term been reached. The House is almost always dissolved earlier, usually alone but sometimes in a double dissolution of both Houses. A member of the House may be referred to as a "Member of Parliament" ("MP" or "Member"), while a member of the Senate is usually referred to as a "Senator". The government of the day and by extension the Prime Minister[image: External link] must achieve and maintain the confidence of this House in order to gain and remain in power.

The House of Representatives currently consists of 150 members, elected by and representing single member districts, known as electoral divisions[image: External link] (commonly referred to as "electorates" or "seats"). The number of members is not fixed, but can vary with boundary changes resulting from electoral redistributions[image: External link], which are required on a regular basis. The most recent overall increase in the size of the House, which came into effect at the 1984 election[image: External link], increased the number of members from 125 to 148. It reduced to 147 at the 1993 election[image: External link], returned to 148 at the 1996 election[image: External link], and has been 150 since the 2001 election[image: External link].

Each division elects one member using full-preference Instant-runoff voting. This was put in place after the 1918 Swan by-election[image: External link], which Labor unexpectedly won with the largest primary vote and the help of vote splitting in the conservative parties. The Nationalist[image: External link] government of the time changed the lower house voting system from first-past-the-post[image: External link] to full-preference preferential voting, effective from the 1919 general election[image: External link]. This system has remained in place since, allowing the Coalition parties to safely contest the same seats.
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 Origins and role




The Commonwealth of Australia Constitution Act (Imp.) of 1900 established the House of Representatives as part of the new system of dominion government in newly federated[image: External link] Australia. The House is presided over by the Speaker[image: External link]. Members of the House are elected from single member electorates[image: External link] (geographic districts, commonly referred to as "seats" but officially known as "Divisions of the Australian House of Representatives[image: External link]"). One vote one value[image: External link] legislation requires all electorates[image: External link] to have approximately the same number of voters with a maximum 10% variation. However, the baseline quota for the number of voters in an electorate is determined by the number of voters in the state in which that electorate is found. Consequently, the electorates of the smallest states and territories[image: External link] have more variation in the number of voters in their electorates, with larger seats like Fenner[image: External link] containing more than double the electors of smaller seats like Lingiari[image: External link]. Meanwhile, all the states except Tasmania have electorates approximately within the same 10% tolerance, with most electorates holding 85,000 to 105,000 voters. Federal electorates have their boundaries redrawn or redistributed whenever a state or territory has its number of seats adjusted, if electorates are not generally matched by population size or if seven years have passed since the most recent redistribution.[1] Voting is by the 'preferential system', also known as instant-runoff voting. A full allocation of preferences is required for a vote to be considered formal. This allows for a calculation of the two-party-preferred vote[image: External link].

Under Section 24 of the Constitution, each state[image: External link] is entitled to members based on a population quota determined from the "latest statistics of the Commonwealth."[2] These statistics arise from the census[image: External link] conducted under the auspices of section 51(xi)[image: External link].[3] Until its repeal by the 1967 referendum[image: External link], section 127[image: External link] prohibited the inclusion of Aboriginal people in section 24 determinations as including the Indigenous peoples could alter the distribution of seats between the states to the benefit of states with larger Aboriginal populations.[4] Section 127, along with section 25[image: External link] (allowing for race-based disqualification of voters by states)[2] and the race power[image: External link],[5] have been described as racism built into Australia's constitutional DNA,[6] and modifications to prevent lawful race-based discrimination have been proposed.[7]

The parliamentary entitlement of a state or territory is established by the Electoral Commissioner dividing the number of the people of the Commonwealth by twice the number of Senators. This is known as the "Nexus Provision". The reasons for this are twofold, to maintain a constant influence for the smaller states and to maintain a constant balance of the two Houses in case of a joint sitting after a double dissolution. The population of each state and territory is then divided by this quota to determine the number of members to which each state and territory is entitled. Under the Australian Constitution all original states are guaranteed at least five members. The Federal Parliament itself has decided that the Australian Capital Territory and the Northern Territory should have at least one member each.

According to the Constitution, the powers of both Houses are nearly equal, with the consent of both Houses needed to pass legislation. The difference mostly relates to taxation legislation. In practice, by convention, the person who can control a majority of votes in the lower house is invited by the Governor-General to form the Government. In practice that means that the leader of the party (or coalition of parties) with a majority of members in the House becomes the Prime Minister[image: External link], who then can nominate other elected members of the government party in both the House and the Senate to become ministers responsible for various portfolios and administer government departments. Bills appropriating money (supply bills) can only be introduced in the lower house and thus only the party with a majority in the lower house can govern. In the current Australian party system, this ensures that virtually all contentious votes are along party lines, and the Government always has a majority in those votes.

The Opposition party's main role in the House is to present arguments against the Government's policies and legislation where appropriate, and attempt to hold the Government accountable as much as possible by asking questions of importance during Question Time[image: External link] and during debates on legislation. By contrast, the only period in recent times during which the government of the day has had a majority in the Senate was from July 2005 (following the 2004 election[image: External link]) to December 2007 (following the Coalition's defeat at the federal election that year[image: External link]). Hence, votes in the Senate are usually more meaningful. The House's well-established committee system is not always as prominent as the Senate committee system because of the frequent lack of Senate majority.

In a reflection of the United Kingdom House of Commons[image: External link], the predominant colour of the furnishings in the House of Representatives is green. However, the colour was tinted slightly in the new Parliament House (opened 1988) to suggest the colour of eucalyptus trees. Also, unlike the House of Commons, the seating arrangement of the crossbench is curved, similar to the curved seating arrangement of the United States House of Representatives[image: External link]. This suggests a more collaborative, and less oppositional, system than in the United Kingdom parliament (where all members of parliament are seated facing the opposite side).[citation needed[image: External link]]

Australian parliaments are notoriously rowdy, with MPs often trading colourful insults. As a result, the Speaker often has to use the disciplinary powers granted to him or her under Standing Orders.[8]

Since 2015, Australian Federal Police[image: External link] officers armed with assault rifles[image: External link] have been present in both chambers of the Federal Parliament.[9]
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 Electoral system




See also: Electoral system of Australia


From the beginning of Federation until 1918, first-past-the-post voting[image: External link] was used in order to elect members of the House of Representatives but since the 1918 Swan by-election[image: External link] which Labor unexpectedly won with the largest primary vote due to vote splitting amongst the conservative parties, the Nationalist Party of Australia[image: External link] government, a predecessor of the modern-day Liberal Party of Australia[image: External link], changed the lower house voting system to voting system to Instant-runoff voting, which in Australia is known as full preferential voting, as of the subsequent 1919 election[image: External link].[10] This system has remained in place ever since, allowing the Coalition parties to safely contest the same seats.[11] Full-preference preferential voting re-elected the Bob Hawke government at the 1990 election[image: External link], the first time in federal history that Labor had obtained a net benefit from preferential voting.[12]
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 Allocation process for the House of Representatives




The main elements of the operation of preferential voting for single-member House of Representatives divisions are as follows:[13][14]


	Voters are required to place the number "1" against their first choice of candidate, known as the "first preference" or "primary vote".

	Voters are then required to place the numbers "2", "3", etc., against all of the other candidates listed on the ballot paper, in order of preference. (Every candidate must be numbered, otherwise the vote becomes “informal” (spoiled) and does not count.[15])

	Prior to counting, each ballot paper is examined to ensure that it is validly filled in (and not invalidated on other grounds).

	The number "1" or first preference votes are counted first. If no candidate secures an absolute majority (more than half) of first preference votes, then the candidate with the fewest votes is excluded from the count.

	The votes for the eliminated candidate (i.e. from the ballots that placed the eliminated candidate first) are re-allocated to the remaining candidates according to the number "2" or "second preference" votes.

	If no candidate has yet secured an absolute majority of the vote, then the next candidate with the fewest primary votes is eliminated. This preference allocation is repeated until there is a candidate with an absolute majority. Where a second (or subsequent) preference is expressed for a candidate who has already been eliminated, the voter's third or subsequent preferences are used.



Following the full allocation of preferences, it is possible to derive a two-party-preferred[image: External link] figure, where the votes have been allocated between the two main candidates in the election. In Australia, this is usually between the candidates from the Coalition parties and the Australian Labor Party.
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 Relationship with the Government




Under the Constitution, the Governor-General has the power to appoint and dismiss "Ministers of State" who administer government departments. In practice, the Governor-General chooses ministers in accordance with the traditions of the Westminster System[image: External link] that the Government be drawn from the party or coalition of parties that has a majority in the House of Representatives, with the leader of the largest party becoming Prime Minister[image: External link].

These ministers then meet in a council known as Cabinet. Cabinet meetings are strictly private and occur once a week where vital issues are discussed and policy formulated. The Constitution does not recognise the Cabinet as a legal entity; it exists solely by convention. Its decisions do not in and of themselves have legal force. However, it serves as the practical expression of the Federal Executive Council, which is Australia's highest formal governmental body.[16] In practice, the Federal Executive Council meets solely to endorse and give legal force to decisions already made by the Cabinet. All members of the Cabinet are members of the Executive Council. While the Governor-General is nominal presiding officer, she or he almost never attends Executive Council meetings. The Governor-General is bound by convention[image: External link] to follow the advice of the Executive Council on almost all occasions, giving it de facto executive power.[17] A senior member of the Cabinet holds the office of Vice-President of the Executive Council and acts as presiding officer of the Executive Council in the absence of the Governor-General. The Federal Executive Council is the Australian equivalent of the Executive Councils[image: External link] and privy councils in other Commonwealth realms[image: External link] such as the Queen's Privy Council for Canada[image: External link] and the Privy Council of the United Kingdom[image: External link].[18]

A minister is not required to be a Senator or Member of the House of Representatives at the time of their appointment, but their office is forfeited if they do not become a member of either house within three months of their appointment. This provision was included in the Constitution (section 64) to enable the inaugural Ministry, led by Edmund Barton[image: External link], to be appointed on 1 January 1901, even though the first federal elections were not scheduled to be held until 29 and 30 March.[19]

After the 1949 election[image: External link], Bill Spooner[image: External link] was appointed a Minister in the Fourth Menzies Ministry[image: External link] on 19 December, however his term as a Senator did not begin until 22 February 1950.[20]

The provision was also used after the disappearance and presumed death of the Liberal Prime Minister Harold Holt[image: External link] in December 1967. The Liberal Party elected John Gorton[image: External link], then a Senator, as its new leader, and he was sworn in as Prime Minister on 10 January 1968 (following an interim ministry led by John McEwen[image: External link]). On 1 February, Gorton resigned from the Senate to stand for the 24 February by-election[image: External link] in Holt's former House of Representatives electorate of Higgins[image: External link] due to the convention that the Prime Minister be a member of the lower house. For 22 days (2 to 23 February inclusive) he was Prime Minister while a member of neither house of parliament.[21]

On a number of occasions when Ministers have retired from their seats prior to an election, or stood but lost their own seats in the election, they have retained their Ministerial offices until the next government is sworn in.
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See also: Australian House of Representatives committees[image: External link]




Play media[image: External link]
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A short video on Australian Parliamentary Committees





In addition to the work of the main chamber, the House of Representatives also has a large number of committees which deal with matters referred to them by the main House. They provide the opportunity for all Members to ask questions of ministers and public officials as well as conduct inquiries, examine policy and legislation.[22] Once a particular inquiry is completed the members of the committee can then produce a report, to be tabled in Parliament, outlining what they have discovered as well as any recommendations that they have produced for the Government to consider.[23]

The ability of the Houses of Parliament to establish committees is referenced in Section 49 of the Constitution, which states that, "The powers, privileges, and immunities of the Senate and of the House of Representatives, and of the members and the committees of each House, shall be such as are declared by the Parliament, and until declared shall be those of the Commons House of Parliament of the United Kingdom, and of its members and committees, at the establishment of the Commonwealth."[24][23]

Parliamentary committees can be given a wide range of powers. One of the most significant powers is the ability to summon people to attend hearings in order to give evidence and submit documents. Anyone who attempts to hinder the work of a Parliamentary committee may be found to be in contempt of Parliament[image: External link]. There are a number of ways that witnesses can be found in contempt, these include; refusing to appear before a committee when summoned, refusing to answer a question during a hearing or to produce a document, or later being found to have lied to or misled a committee. Anyone who attempts to influence a witness may also be found in contempt.[25] Other powers include, the ability to meet throughout Australia, to establish subcommittees and to take evidence in both public and private hearings.[23]

Proceedings of committees are considered to have the same legal standing as proceedings of Parliament, they are recorded by Hansard[image: External link], except for private hearings, and also operate under Parliamentary privilege[image: External link]. Every participant, including committee members and witnesses giving evidence, are protected from being prosecuted under any civil or criminal action for anything they may say during a hearing. Written evidence and documents received by a committee are also protected.[25][23]

Types of committees include:[25]

Standing Committees, which are established on a permanent basis and are responsible for scrutinising bills and topics referred to them by the chamber; examining the government's budget and activities and for examining departmental annual reports and activities.

Select Committees, which are temporary committees, established in order to deal with particular issues.

Domestic Committees, which are responsible for administering aspects of the House's own affairs. These include the Selection Committee that determines how the House will deal with particular pieces of legislation and private members business and the Privileges Committee that deals with matters of Parliamentary Privilege.

Legislative Scrutiny Committees, which examine legislation and regulations to determine their impact on individual rights and accountability.

Joint Committees are also established to include both members of the House of Representatives and the Senate.
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The Federation Chamber is a second debating chamber[image: External link] that considers relatively uncontroversial matters referred by the House. The Federation Chamber cannot, however, initiate or make a final decision on any parliamentary business, although it can perform all tasks in between.[26]

The Federation Chamber was created in 1994 as the Main Committee, to relieve some of the burden of the House: different matters can be processed in the House at large and in the Federation Chamber, as they sit simultaneously. It is designed to be less formal, with a quorum[image: External link] of only three members: the Deputy Speaker of the House, one government member, and one non-government member. Decisions must be unanimous: any divided decision sends the question back to the House at large.

The Federation Chamber was created through the House's Standing Orders:[27] it is thus a subordinate body of the House, and can only be in session while the House itself is in session. When a division vote in the House occurs, members in the Federation Chamber must return to the House to vote.

The Federation Chamber is housed in one of the House's committee rooms; the room is customised for this purpose and is laid out to resemble the House chamber.[28]

Due to the unique role of what was then called the Main Committee, proposals were made to rename the body to avoid confusion with other parliamentary committees, including "Second Chamber"[29] and "Federation Chamber".[30] The House of Representatives later adopted the latter proposal.[31]

The concept of a parallel body to expedite Parliamentary business, based on the Australian Federation Chamber, was mentioned in a 1998 British House of Commons[image: External link] report,[32] which led to the creation of that body's parallel chamber Westminster Hall.[33]
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See also: Results of the Australian federal election, 2016 (House of Representatives)[image: External link] and Members of the Australian House of Representatives, 2016–2019[image: External link]


The outcome of the 2016 double dissolution election[image: External link] in the 150-seat House of Representatives saw the one-term incumbent Liberal[image: External link]/ National[image: External link] Coalition government re-elected with a reduced 76 seats, a bare one-seat majority government − the closest federal majority result since the 1961 election[image: External link]. Resulting from the national two-party swing against the Turnbull government[image: External link], the Shorten[image: External link] Labor opposition[image: External link] picked up a significant number of previously government-held seats − totaling 69 seats. On the crossbench[image: External link] the Australian Greens[image: External link], the Nick Xenophon Team[image: External link], Katter's Australian Party[image: External link], and independents Andrew Wilkie[image: External link] and Cathy McGowan[image: External link] won a seat each.[34][35]
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A two-party system[image: External link] has existed in the Australian House of Representatives since the two non-Labor parties merged in 1909. The 1910 election[image: External link] was the first to elect a majority government, with the Australian Labor Party concurrently winning the first Senate majority. Prior to 1909 a three-party system existed in the chamber. A two-party-preferred vote[image: External link] (2PP) has been calculated since the 1919 change from first-past-the-post[image: External link] to preferential voting and subsequent introduction of the Coalition. ALP = Australian Labor Party, L+NP = grouping of Liberal[image: External link]/ National[image: External link]/ LNP[image: External link]/ CLP[image: External link] Coalition parties (and predecessors), Oth = other parties and independents[image: External link].



	House of Representatives results and polling



	Election

Year
	Labour
	Free Trade[image: External link]
	Protectionist[image: External link]
	Independent[image: External link]
	Other

parties
	Total

seats



	
	
	



	1st[image: External link]
	1901
	14
	28
	31
	2
	 
	75



	Election

Year
	Labour
	Free Trade[image: External link]
	Protectionist[image: External link]
	Independent[image: External link]
	Other

parties
	Total

seats



	
	
	



	2nd[image: External link]
	1903
	23
	25
	26
	 
	1
	Revenue Tariff[image: External link]
	75



	Election

Year
	Labour
	Anti-Socialist[image: External link]
	Protectionist[image: External link]
	Independent[image: External link]
	Other

parties
	Total

seats



	
	
	



	3rd[image: External link]
	1906
	26
	26
	21
	1
	1
	Western Australian[image: External link]
	75








	
	
	



	
	Primary vote
	2PP vote[image: External link]
	Seats



	
	ALP
	L+NP
	Oth.
	ALP
	L+NP
	ALP
	L+NP
	Oth.
	Total



	
	
	
	
	
	



	13 April 1910 election[image: External link]
	50.0%
	45.1%
	4.9%
	–
	–
	42
	31
	2
	75



	31 May 1913 election[image: External link]
	48.5%
	48.9%
	2.6%
	–
	–
	37
	38
	0
	75



	5 September 1914 election[image: External link]
	50.9%
	47.2%
	1.9%
	–
	–
	42
	32
	1
	75



	5 May 1917 election[image: External link]
	43.9%
	54.2%
	1.9%
	–
	–
	22
	53
	0
	75



	13 December 1919 election[image: External link]
	42.5%
	54.3%
	3.2%
	45.9%
	54.1%
	25
	38
	2
	75



	16 December 1922 election[image: External link]
	42.3%
	47.8%
	9.9%
	48.8%
	51.2%
	29
	40
	6
	75



	14 November 1925 election[image: External link]
	45.0%
	53.2%
	1.8%
	46.2%
	53.8%
	23
	50
	2
	75



	17 November 1928 election[image: External link]
	44.6%
	49.6%
	5.8%
	48.4%
	51.6%
	31
	42
	2
	75



	12 October 1929 election[image: External link]
	48.8%
	44.2%
	7.0%
	56.7%
	43.3%
	46
	24
	5
	75



	19 December 1931 election[image: External link]
	27.1%
	48.4%
	24.5%
	41.5%
	58.5%
	14
	50
	11
	75



	15 September 1934 election[image: External link]
	26.8%
	45.6%
	27.6%
	46.5%
	53.5%
	18
	42
	14
	74



	23 October 1937 election[image: External link]
	43.2%
	49.3%
	7.5%
	49.4%
	50.6%
	29
	43
	2
	74



	21 September 1940 election[image: External link]
	40.2%
	43.9%
	15.9%
	50.3%
	49.7%
	32
	36
	6
	74



	21 August 1943 election[image: External link]
	49.9%
	23.0%
	27.1%
	58.2%
	41.8%
	49
	19
	6
	74



	28 September 1946 election[image: External link]
	49.7%
	39.3%
	11.0%
	54.1%
	45.9%
	43
	26
	5
	74



	10 December 1949 election[image: External link]
	46.0%
	50.3%
	3.7%
	49.0%
	51.0%
	47
	74
	0
	121



	28 April 1951 election[image: External link]
	47.6%
	50.3%
	2.1%
	49.3%
	50.7%
	52
	69
	0
	121



	29 May 1954 election[image: External link]
	50.0%
	46.8%
	3.2%
	50.7%
	49.3%
	57
	64
	0
	121



	10 December 1955 election[image: External link]
	44.6%
	47.6%
	7.8%
	45.8%
	54.2%
	47
	75
	0
	122



	22 November 1958 election[image: External link]
	42.8%
	46.6%
	10.6%
	45.9%
	54.1%
	45
	77
	0
	122



	9 December 1961 election[image: External link]
	47.9%
	42.1%
	10.0%
	50.5%
	49.5%
	60
	62
	0
	122



	30 November 1963 election[image: External link]
	45.5%
	46.0%
	8.5%
	47.4%
	52.6%
	50
	72
	0
	122



	26 November 1966 election[image: External link]
	40.0%
	50.0%
	10.0%
	43.1%
	56.9%
	41
	82
	1
	124



	25 October 1969 election[image: External link]
	47.0%
	43.3%
	9.7%
	50.2%
	49.8%
	59
	66
	0
	125



	2 December 1972 election[image: External link]
	49.6%
	41.5%
	8.9%
	52.7%
	47.3%
	67
	58
	0
	125



	18 May 1974 election[image: External link]
	49.3%
	44.9%
	5.8%
	51.7%
	48.3%
	66
	61
	0
	127



	13 December 1975 election[image: External link]
	42.8%
	53.1%
	4.1%
	44.3%
	55.7%
	36
	91
	0
	127



	10 December 1977 election[image: External link]
	39.7%
	48.1%
	12.2%
	45.4%
	54.6%
	38
	86
	0
	124



	18 October 1980 election[image: External link]
	45.2%
	46.3%
	8.5%
	49.6%
	50.4%
	51
	74
	0
	125



	5 March 1983 election[image: External link]
	49.5%
	43.6%
	6.9%
	53.2%
	46.8%
	75
	50
	0
	125



	1 December 1984 election[image: External link]
	47.6%
	45.0%
	7.4%
	51.8%
	48.2%
	82
	66
	0
	148



	11 July 1987 election[image: External link]
	45.8%
	46.1%
	8.1%
	50.8%
	49.2%
	86
	62
	0
	148



	24 March 1990 election[image: External link]
	39.4%
	43.5%
	17.1%
	49.9%
	50.1%
	78
	69
	1
	148



	11 Mar 1993 Newspoll
	44%
	45%
	11%
	49.5%
	50.5%
	
	
	
	



	13 March 1993 election[image: External link]
	44.9%
	44.3%
	10.7%
	51.4%
	48.6%
	80
	65
	2
	147



	28–29 Feb 1996 Newspoll
	40.5%
	48%
	11.5%
	46.5%
	53.5%
	
	
	
	



	2 March 1996 election[image: External link]
	38.7%
	47.3%
	14.0%
	46.4%
	53.6%
	49
	94
	5
	148



	30 Sep – 1 Oct 1998 Newspoll
	44%
	40%
	16%
	53%
	47%
	
	
	
	



	3 October 1998 election[image: External link]
	40.1%
	39.5%
	20.4%
	51.0%
	49.0%
	67
	80
	1
	148



	7–8 Nov 2001 Newspoll
	38.5%
	46%
	15.5%
	47%
	53%
	
	
	
	



	10 November 2001 election[image: External link]
	37.8%
	43.0%
	19.2%
	49.0%
	51.0%
	65
	82
	3
	150



	6–7 Oct 2004 Newspoll
	39%
	45%
	16%
	50%
	50%
	
	
	
	



	9 October 2004 election[image: External link]
	37.6%
	46.7%
	15.7%
	47.3%
	52.7%
	60
	87
	3
	150



	20–22 Nov 2007 Newspoll
	44%
	43%
	13%
	52%
	48%
	
	
	
	



	24 November 2007 election[image: External link]
	43.4%
	42.1%
	14.5%
	52.7%
	47.3%
	83
	65
	2
	150



	17–19 Aug 2010 Newspoll
	36.2%
	43.4%
	20.4%
	50.2%
	49.8%
	
	
	
	



	21 August 2010 election[image: External link]
	38.0%
	43.3%
	18.7%
	50.1%
	49.9%
	72
	72
	6
	150



	3–5 Sep 2013 Newspoll
	33%
	46%
	21%
	46%
	54%
	
	
	
	



	7 September 2013 election[image: External link]
	33.4%
	45.6%
	21.0%
	46.5%
	53.5%
	55
	90
	5
	150



	28 Jun – 1 Jul 2016 Newspoll
	35%
	42%
	23%
	49.5%
	50.5%
	
	
	
	



	2 July 2016 election[image: External link]
	34.7%
	42.0%
	23.3%
	49.6%
	50.4%
	69
	76
	5
	150



	Polling conducted by Newspoll[image: External link] and published in The Australian. Three percent margin of error[image: External link].
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 Notes






	
^ 15 LNP MPs sit in the Liberal party room and 6 in the National party room


	
^ Current independent[image: External link] MPs: Andrew Wilkie[image: External link] ( Denison[image: External link]) and Cathy McGowan[image: External link] ( Indi[image: External link]).
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United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland






This article is about the United Kingdom during the period when all of Ireland was part of it. For the state in its current form, see United Kingdom.



	United Kingdom of

Great Britain and Ireland



	


	
	1801–1922
	








	
Flag[image: External link]

Royal coat of arms[image: External link]





	
Anthem

"God Save the King/Queen"





	




Location of  the United Kingdom in 1921  (green)
in Europe[image: External link]  (green & grey)









	Capital
	
London[image: External link]

51°30′N 0°7′W[image: External link]




	Languages
	
English[image: External link] (official), Scots[image: External link], Welsh[image: External link], Irish[image: External link], Scottish Gaelic[image: External link]




	Demonym
	
British[image: External link], Briton



	Government
	
Unitary[image: External link] parliamentary[image: External link] constitutional monarchy




	Monarch[image: External link]
	



	 • 
	1801–20[a]

	George III[image: External link]



	 • 
	1820–30
	George IV[image: External link]



	 • 
	1830–37
	William IV[image: External link]



	 • 
	1837–1901
	Victoria[image: External link]



	 • 
	1901–10
	Edward VII[image: External link]



	 • 
	1910–22[b]

	George V[image: External link]



	Legislature
	Parliament[image: External link]



	 • 
	Upper house
	House of Lords[image: External link]



	 • 
	Lower house
	House of Commons[image: External link]



	History
	



	 • 
	Acts of Union[image: External link]
	1 January 1801
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The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland was established as a sovereign state on 1 January 1801 by the Acts of Union 1800[image: External link], which merged the kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland[image: External link]. The growing desire for an Irish Republic led to the Irish War of Independence[image: External link], which resulted in Ireland seceding from the Union and forming the Irish Free State in 1922. Northern Ireland[image: External link] remained part of the United Kingdom, and the state was consequently renamed the "United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland".

Britain financed the European coalition that defeated France in 1815 in the Napoleonic Wars[image: External link]. The British Empire thereby became the foremost world power[image: External link] for the next century. The Crimean War[image: External link] with Russia and the Boer wars[image: External link] were relatively small operations in a largely peaceful century.[1] Rapid industrialisation that began in the decades prior to the state's formation continued up until the mid-19th century. A devastating famine[image: External link], exacerbated by government inaction in the mid-19th century, led to demographic collapse[image: External link] in much of Ireland, and increased calls for Irish land reform.

It was an era of rapid economic modernization and growth of industry, trade and finance, in which Britain largely dominated the world economy. Outward migration was heavy to the main colonies and to the United States. Britain also built up a large British Empire in Africa and Asia, which it ruled through a small number of administrators who supervised local elites. India, by far the most important possession, saw a short-lived revolt in 1857. In foreign policy Britain favoured free trade, which enabled its financiers and merchants to operate successfully in many otherwise independent countries, as in South America. Britain formed no permanent military alliances until the early 20th century, when it began to cooperate with Japan, France and Russia, and moved closer to the United States.
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Further information: Georgian era[image: External link], British Regency[image: External link], Victorian era[image: External link], British Empire, and Georgian society[image: External link]
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 Union of Great Britain and Ireland




A brief period of limited independence for Ireland came to an end following the Irish Rebellion of 1798[image: External link], which occurred during the British war with revolutionary France[image: External link]. The British government's fear of an independent Ireland siding against them with the French resulted in the decision to unite the two countries. This was brought about by legislation in the parliaments of both kingdoms[image: External link] and came into effect on 1 January 1801. The Irish had been led to believe by the British that their loss of legislative independence would be compensated with Catholic Emancipation[image: External link], that is by the removal of civil disabilities placed upon Roman Catholics[image: External link] in both Great Britain and Ireland. However, King George III[image: External link] was bitterly opposed to any such Emancipation and succeeded in defeating his government's attempts to introduce it.[2]
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 Napoleonic Wars




Further information: Napoleonic Wars[image: External link] and British Army during the Napoleonic Wars[image: External link]


During the War of the Second Coalition[image: External link] (1799–1801), Britain occupied most of the French and Dutch overseas possessions, the Netherlands having become a satellite state of France in 1796, but tropical diseases claimed the lives of over 40,000 troops. When the Treaty of Amiens ended the war, Britain agreed to return most of the territories it had seized. The peace settlement was in effect only a ceasefire, and Napoleon continued to provoke the British by attempting a trade embargo on the country and by occupying the city of Hanover[image: External link], capital of the Electorate[image: External link], a German-speaking duchy which was in a personal union[image: External link] with the United Kingdom. In May 1803, war was declared again. Napoleon's plans to invade Britain failed, chiefly due to the inferiority of his navy, and in 1805 Lord Nelson's Royal Navy[image: External link] fleet decisively defeated the French and Spanish at Trafalgar[image: External link], which was the last significant naval action of the Napoleonic Wars.[3]

In 1806, Napoleon issued the series of Berlin Decrees[image: External link], which brought into effect the Continental System[image: External link]. This policy aimed to eliminate the threat from the British by closing French-controlled territory to foreign trade. The British Army[image: External link] remained a minimal threat to France; it maintained a standing strength of just 220,000 men at the height of the Napoleonic Wars, whereas France's armies exceeded a million men—in addition to the armies of numerous allies and several hundred thousand national guardsmen[image: External link] that Napoleon could draft into the French armies when they were needed. Although the Royal Navy effectively disrupted France's extra-continental trade—both by seizing and threatening French shipping and by seizing French colonial possessions—it could do nothing about France's trade with the major continental economies and posed little threat to French territory in Europe. France's population and agricultural capacity far outstripped that of the British Isles, but it was smaller in terms of industry, finance, mercantile marine and naval strength.[4]

Napoleon expected that cutting Britain off from the European mainland would end its economic hegemony. On the contrary Britain possessed the greatest industrial capacity in the world, and its mastery of the seas allowed it to build up considerable economic strength through trade to its possessions and the United States. The Spanish uprising in 1808 at last permitted Britain to gain a foothold on the Continent. The Duke of Wellington gradually pushed the French out of Spain, and in early 1814, as Napoleon was being driven back in the east by the Prussians, Austrians, and Russians, Wellington invaded southern France. After Napoleon's surrender and exile to the island of Elba, peace appeared to have returned. Napoleon suddenly reappeared in 1815. The Allies united and the armies of Wellington and Blucher defeated Napoleon once and for all at Waterloo.[5]
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 War of 1812 with the United States




Simultaneous with the Napoleonic Wars, trade disputes, arming hostile Indians and British impressment of American sailors led to the War of 1812[image: External link] with the United States. The war was little noticed in Britain, which could devote few resources to the conflict until the fall of Napoleon in 1814. American frigates inflicted a series of defeats on the Royal Navy, which was short on manpower due to the conflict in Europe. However they were able to repel american attempts to invade Canada despite their inferior numbers. A stepped-up war effort in 1814 brought about British successes such as the Battle of Queenston Heights[image: External link] and the Burning of Washington[image: External link], but the Indian allies of the British were dispersed, and British invasions of upstate New York and New Orleans failed. Peace left the boundaries unchanged and opened up two centuries of peace and largely open borders.[6]
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 An age of improvement




Historian Asa Briggs[image: External link] finds that the religious efforts by evangelicals, led to a genuine improvement in morals and manners during the French wars. From the base of society upward, it seemed that people "became wiser, better, more frugal, more honest, more respectable, more virtuous, than they ever were before." Wickedness still flourished, but the good were getting better, as frivolous habits were discarded for more serious concerns. The leading moralist of the era, William Wilberforce[image: External link], saw everywhere "new proofs presenting themselves of the diffusion of religion."[7]
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 Conservatism and reaction




Britain emerged from the Napoleonic Wars a very different country than it had been in 1793. As industrialisation progressed, society changed, becoming more urban and less rural. The postwar period saw an economic slump, and poor harvests and inflation caused widespread social unrest. British leadership was intensely conservative, ever watchful all of signs of revolutionary activity of the sort that had so deeply affected France. Historians report there were very few signs, noting that social movements such as Methodism strongly encouraged conservative support for the political and social status quo. Nevertheless, Britain passed severe measures, most notably the "Six Acts[image: External link]" in 1819, which proscribed radical activities or even mild dissent and enabled local magistrates to crack down on any disturbances.

In Industrial districts in 1819, Factory workers demanded better wages, and demonstrated. The most important event was the "Peterloo Massacre[image: External link]" in Manchester[image: External link], on 16 August 1819, when a local militia unit composed of landowners charged into an orderly crowd of 60,000 which had gathered to demand the reform of parliamentary representation. The crowd panicked and eleven died and hundreds were injured. Historian Norman Gash[image: External link] says "Peterloo was a blunder; it was hardly a massacre." It was a serious mistake by local authorities who did not understand what was happening.[8] Nevertheless, it had a major impact on British opinion at the time and on history every since as a symbol of officialdom brutally suppressing a peaceful demonstration thinking mistakenly that it was the start of an insurrection.[9] By the end of the 1820s, along with a general economic recovery, many of the repressive laws of the 1810s were repealed and in 1828 new legislation guaranteed the civil rights of religious dissenters.
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 Foreign policy




Three men shaped British foreign policy from 1810 to 1860, with only a few interruptions, Viscount Castlereagh[image: External link] (especially 1812–22). George Canning[image: External link] (especially 1807–1829) and Viscount Palmerston[image: External link] (especially 1830–1865). For complete list, see Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs[image: External link].

The coalition that defeated Napoleon was financed by Britain, and held together at the Congress of Vienna[image: External link] in 1814–15. It successfully broke Napoleon's comeback attempt in 1815. Castlereagh played a central role at Vienna, along with Austrian leader Klemens von Metternich[image: External link]. While many Europeans wanted to punish France heavily, Castlereagh insisted on a mild peace, with France to pay 70 million livre in indemnities and lose the territory seized after 1791. He realized that harsher terms would lead to a dangerous reaction in France, and now that the conservative old-fashioned Bourbons were back in power, they were no longer a threat to attempt to conquer all of Europe. Indeed, Castlereagh emphasized the need for a "balance of power", whereby no nation would be powerful enough to threaten the conquest of Europe the way Napoleon had.[10] Vienna ushered in a century of peace, with no great wars and few important localized ones until the Crimean War[image: External link] (1853–56).[11] Prussia, Austria, and Russia, as absolute monarchies, tried to suppress liberalism wherever it might occur. Britain first took a Reactionary position at the Congress of Vienna in 1815, but relented and broke ranks with the absolute monarchies by 1820. Britain intervened in Portugal in 1826 to defend a constitutional government there and recognising the independence of Spain's American colonies in 1824.[12] British merchants and financiers, and later railway builders, played major roles in the economies of most Latin American nations.[13]
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 Whig reforms of the 1830s




A weak ruler as regent (1811–20) and king (1820–30), George IV[image: External link] let his ministers take full charge of government affairs. He was the deeply unpopular playboy. When he tried to get Parliament to pass a law allowing him to divorce his wife Queen Caroline[image: External link], public opinion strongly supported her.[14] His younger brother William IV[image: External link] ruled (1830–37), but was little involved in politics.

Earl Grey[image: External link], prime minister 1830–1834, and his rejuvenated Whig Party[image: External link] enacted several major reforms: the poor law[image: External link] was updated, child labour[image: External link] restricted, and, most important, the Reform Act 1832[image: External link] refashioned the British electoral system.[15] Furthermore, Catholic emancipation[image: External link] was secured in the Catholic Relief Act of 1829, which removed the most substantial restrictions on Roman Catholics in Great Britain and Ireland.[16] In 1832 Parliament abolished slavery in the Empire with the Slavery Abolition Act 1833[image: External link]. The government purchased all the slaves for £20,000,000 (the money went to rich plantation owners who mostly lived in England), and freed the slaves, especially those in the Caribbean sugar islands.[17][18]

The Whigs became champions of Parliamentary reform by making the Reform Act of 1832[image: External link] their signature measure. It broadened the franchise and ended the system of "rotten borough" and "pocket boroughs" (where elections were controlled by powerful families), and instead redistributed power on the basis of population. It added 217,000 voters to an electorate of 435,000 in England and Wales. The main effect of the act was to weaken the power of the landed gentry, and enlarge the power of the professional and business middle-class, which now for the first time had a significant voice in Parliament. However, at this point the great majority of manual workers, clerks, and farmers did not have enough property to qualify to vote until they received the vote in 1867. The aristocracy continued to dominate the government, the Church, the Army and Royal Navy, and high society.[19]
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 Chartism




Chartism[image: External link] emerged after the 1832 Reform Bill failed to give the vote to the working class. Activists denounced the "betrayal" of the working classes and the "sacrificing" of their "interests" by the "misconduct" of the government. In 1838, Chartists issued the People's Charter demanding manhood suffrage, equal sized election districts, voting by ballots, payment of Members of Parliament (so that poor men could serve), annual Parliaments, and abolition of property requirements. The ruling class saw the movement as dangerous. The Chartists were unable to force serious constitutional debate. Historians see Chartism as both a continuation of the 18th century fight against corruption and as a new stage in demands for democracy in an industrial society.[20]
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 Leadership




Prime Ministers of the period included: William Pitt the Younger[image: External link], Lord Grenville[image: External link], Duke of Portland[image: External link], Spencer Perceval[image: External link], Lord Liverpool[image: External link], George Canning[image: External link], Lord Goderich[image: External link], Duke of Wellington[image: External link], Lord Grey[image: External link], Lord Melbourne[image: External link], and Sir Robert Peel[image: External link].
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 Victorian era




Main article: Victorian era[image: External link]


The Victorian era was the period of Queen Victoria's[image: External link] rule between 1837 and 1901 which signified the height of the British Industrial Revolution[image: External link] and the apex of the British Empire. Scholars debate whether the Victorian period—as defined by a variety of sensibilities and political concerns that have come to be associated with the Victorians—actually begins with the passage of the Reform Act 1832[image: External link]. The era was preceded by the Regency era[image: External link] and succeeded by the Edwardian period[image: External link]. Victoria became queen in 1837 at age 18. Her long reign saw Britain reach the zenith of its economic and political power, with the introduction of steam ships, railroads, photography, and the telegraph. Britain again remained mostly inactive in Continental politics.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Foreign policy




Main article: International relations of the Great Powers (1814–1919)[image: External link]



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Free trade imperialism




After the defeat of France in the Revolutionary[image: External link] and Napoleonic Wars[image: External link] (1792–1815), the UK emerged as the principal naval and imperial power of the 19th century (with London the largest city in the world from about 1830).[21] Unchallenged at sea[image: External link], British dominance was later described as Pax Britannica[image: External link] ("British Peace"), a period of relative peace in Europe and the world (1815–1914).[22][23] By the time of the Great Exhibition[image: External link] of 1851, Britain was described as the "workshop of the world".[24] Using the imperial tools of free trade and financial investment,[25] it exerted major influence on many countries outside Europe and the empire, especially in Latin America[image: External link] and Asia[image: External link]. Thus Britain had both a formal Empire based on British rule as well as an informal one[image: External link] based on the British pound.[26]
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 Russia, France and the Ottoman Empire




One nagging fear was the possible collapse of the Ottoman Empire. It was well understood that a collapse of that country would set off a scramble for its territory and possibly plunge Britain into war. To head that off Britain sought to keep the Russians from occupying Constantinople and taking over the Bosphorus Strait[image: External link], as well as from threatening India via Afghanistan[image: External link].[27] In 1853, Britain and France intervened in the Crimean War[image: External link] against Russia. Despite mediocre generalship, they managed to capture the Russian port of Sevastopol[image: External link], compelling Tsar Nicholas I[image: External link] to ask for peace.[28]

The next Russo-Ottoman war[image: External link] in 1877 led to another European intervention, although this time at the negotiating table. The Congress of Berlin[image: External link] blocked Russia from imposing the harsh Treaty of San Stefano on the Ottoman Empire.[29] Despite its alliance with the French in the Crimean War, Britain viewed the Second Empire of Napoleon III[image: External link] with some distrust, especially as the emperor built up his navy, expanded his empire and took up a more active foreign policy.[30]
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 American Civil War




During the American Civil War[image: External link] (1861–1865), British leaders favoured the Confederacy, a major source of cotton for textile mills. Prince Albert was effective in defusing a war scare in late 1861[image: External link]. The British people, however, generally favoured the Union. What little cotton was available came from New York, as the blockade by the US Navy shut down 95% of Southern exports to Britain. Trade flourished with the Union and many young men crossed the Atlantic to join the Union Army. In September 1862, Abraham Lincoln[image: External link] announced the Emancipation Proclamation[image: External link]. Since support of the Confederacy now meant supporting the institution of slavery, there was no possibility of European intervention.[31] The British built and operated fast blockade runners to ship arms into the Confederacy at considerable profit, and ignored American complaints that warships were being built for the Confederacy. The warships caused a major diplomatic row that was resolved in the Alabama Claims[image: External link] in 1872, in the Americans' favour by payment of reparations.[32]
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 Empire expands




In 1867, Britain united most of its North American[image: External link] colonies as the Dominion of Canada[image: External link], giving it self-government and responsibility for its own defence, but Canada did not have an independent foreign policy until 1931. Several of the colonies temporarily refused to join the Dominion despite pressure from both Canada and Britain; the last one, Newfoundland, held out until 1949. The second half of the 19th century saw a huge expansion[image: External link] of Britain's colonial empire, mostly in Africa[image: External link]. A talk of the Union Flag flying "from Cairo to Cape Town" only became a reality at the end of the Great War[image: External link]. Having possessions on six continents, Britain had to defend all of its empire and did so with a volunteer army, the only great power[image: External link] in Europe to have no conscription. Some questioned whether the country was overstretched.

The rise of the German Empire[image: External link] since its creation in 1871 posed a new challenge, for it (along with the United States), threatened to usurp Britain's place as the world's foremost industrial power. Germany acquired a number of colonies in Africa and the Pacific, but Chancellor Otto von Bismarck[image: External link] succeeded in achieving general peace through his balance of power strategy. When William II[image: External link] became emperor in 1888, he discarded Bismarck, began using bellicose language, and planned to build a navy to rival Britain's.[33]

Ever since Britain had wrested control of the Cape Colony[image: External link] from the Netherlands during the Napoleonic Wars[image: External link], it had co-existed with Dutch settlers who had migrated further away from the Cape and created two republics of their own. The British imperial vision called for control over these new countries, and the Dutch-speaking "Boers" (or "Afrikaners") fought back in the War in 1899–1902[image: External link]. Outgunned by a mighty empire, the Boers waged a guerrilla war (which certain other British territories would later employ to attain independence). This gave the British regulars a difficult fight, but their weight of numbers, superior equipment, and often brutal tactics, eventually brought about a British victory. The war had been costly in human rights and was widely criticised by Liberals in Britain and worldwide. However, the United States gave its support. The Boer republics were merged into the Union of South Africa in 1910; this had internal self-government, but its foreign policy was controlled by London and it was an integral part of the British Empire.[34]
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 Leadership




Prime Ministers of the period included: Lord Melbourne[image: External link], Sir Robert Peel[image: External link], Lord John Russell[image: External link], Lord Derby[image: External link], Lord Aberdeen[image: External link], Lord Palmerston[image: External link], Benjamin Disraeli[image: External link], William Ewart Gladstone[image: External link], Lord Salisbury[image: External link], and Lord Rosebery[image: External link].
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 Queen Victoria




Main article: Victorian era[image: External link]


The Queen gave her name to an era of British greatness, especially in the far-flung British Empire with which she identified. She played a small role in politics, but became the iconic symbol of the nation, the empire, and proper, restrained behaviour.[35] Her success as ruler was due to the power of the self-images she successively portrayed of innocent young woman, devoted wife and mother, suffering and patient widow, and grandmotherly matriarch.[36]
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 Disraeli




Disraeli and Gladstone dominated the politics of the late 19th century, Britain's golden age of parliamentary government. They long were idolized, but historians in recent decades have become much more critical, especially regarding Disraeli.[37][38]

Benjamin Disraeli[image: External link] (1804–1881), prime minister 1868 and 1874–80[image: External link], remains an iconic hero of the Conservative Party[image: External link]. He was typical of the generation of British leaders who matured in the 1830s and 1840s. He was concerned with threats to established political, social, and religious values and elites; he emphasized the need for national leadership in response to radicalism, uncertainty, and materialism.[39] Disraeli was especially noted for his enthusiastic support for expanding and strengthening the British Empire, in contrast to Gladstone's negative attitude toward imperialism. Gladstone denounced Disraeli's policies of territorial aggrandizement, military pomp, and imperial symbolism (such as making the Queen Empress of India), saying it did not fit a modern commercial and Christian nation. However Gladstone himself did not turn down attractive opportunities to expand the empire in Egypt.[40]

Disraeli drummed up support by warnings of a supposed Russian threat to India that sank deep into the Conservative mindset. His reputation as the "Tory democrat" and promoter of the welfare state fell away as historians showed that Disraeli had few proposals for social legislation in 1874–80, and that the 1867 Reform Act did not reflect a vision of Conservatism for the unenfranchised working man.[41] However he did work to reduce class anatagonism, for as Perry notes, "When confronted with specific problems, he sought to reduce tension between town and country, landlords and farmers, capital and labour, and warring religious sects in Britain and Ireland—in other words, to create a unifying synthesis."[42]
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 Gladstone




William Ewart Gladstone[image: External link] (1809–1898) was the Liberal counterpart to Disraeli, serving as prime minister four times (1868–74, 1880–85, 1886, and 1892–94)[image: External link]. His financial policies, based on the notion of balanced budgets, low taxes and laissez-faire, were suited to a developing capitalist society but could not respond effectively as economic and social conditions changed. Called the "Grand Old Man" later in life, he was always a dynamic popular orator who appealed strongly to British workers and the lower middle class. The deeply religious Gladstone brought a new moral tone to politics with his evangelical sensibility and opposition to aristocracy. His moralism often angered his upper-class opponents (including Queen Victoria, who strongly favoured Disraeli), and his heavy-handed control split the Liberal party. His foreign policy goal was to create a European order based on cooperation rather than conflict and mutual trust instead of rivalry and suspicion; the rule of law was to supplant the reign of force and self-interest. This Gladstonian concept of a harmonious Concert of Europe was opposed to and ultimately defeated by the Germans with a Bismarckian[image: External link] system of manipulated alliances and antagonisms.[43]
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 Salisbury




Historians portray Conservative Prime Minister Lord Salisbury[image: External link] (1830–1903) as a talented leader who was an icon of traditional, aristocratic conservatism.[44] Historian Robert Blake[image: External link] has concluded that Salisbury was "a great foreign minister, [but] essentially negative, indeed reactionary in home affairs".[45] Professor P.T. Marsh’s estimate is more favourable; he portrays Salisbury as a leader who "held back the popular tide for twenty years."[46] Professor Paul Smith argues that, "into the 'progressive' strain of modern Conservatism he simply will not fit."[47] Professor H.C.G. Matthew points to "the narrow cynicism of Salisbury".[48] One admirer of Salisbury, Maurice Cowling agrees that Salisbury found the democracy born of the 1867 and 1884 Reform Acts as "perhaps less objectionable than he had expected—succeeding, through his public persona, in mitigating some part of its nastiness."[49]
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 Morality




The Victorian era is famous for the Victorian standards of personal morality. Historians generally agree that the middle classes held high personal moral standards (and usually followed them), but have debated whether the working classes followed suit. Moralists in the late 19th century such as Henry Mayhew[image: External link] decried the slums for their supposed high levels of cohabitation[image: External link] without marriage and illegitimate births. However, new research using computerized matching of data files shows that the rates of cohabitation then were quite low — under 5% — for the working class and the poor.[50]
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 Early 20th century




Prime Ministers from 1900 to 1923: Marquess of Salisbury[image: External link], Arthur Balfour[image: External link], Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman[image: External link], H. H. Asquith[image: External link], David Lloyd George[image: External link], Bonar Law[image: External link].
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 Edwardian era 1901–1914




Main article: Edwardian era[image: External link]


Queen Victoria died in 1901 and her son Edward VII[image: External link] became king, inaugurating the Edwardian Era, which was characterised by great and ostentatious displays of wealth in contrast to the sombre Victorian Era. With the advent of the 20th century, things such as motion pictures, automobiles, and aeroplanes were coming into use. The new century was characterised by a feeling of great optimism. The social reforms of the last century continued into the 20th with the Labour Party[image: External link] being formed in 1900. Edward died in 1910, to be succeeded by George V[image: External link], who reigned 1910–36. Scandal-free, hard working and popular, George V was the British monarch who, with Queen Mary, established the modern pattern of exemplary conduct for British royalty, based on middle-class values and virtues. He understood the overseas Empire better than any of his prime ministers and used his exceptional memory for figures and details, whether of uniforms, politics, or relations, to good effect in reaching out in conversation with his subjects.[51]

The era was prosperous but political crises were escalating out of control. Dangerfield (1935) identified the "strange death of liberal England" as the multiple crises that hit simultaneously in 1910–1914 with serious social and political instability arising from the Irish crisis, labour unrest, the women's suffrage movements, and partisan and constitutional struggles in Parliament. At one point it even seemed the Army might refuse orders dealing with Ireland.[52] No solution appeared in sight when the unexpected outbreak of the Great War in 1914 put domestic issues on hold. McKibben argues that the political party system of the Edwardian era was in delicate balance on the eve of the war in 1914. The Liberals were in power with a progressive alliance of Labour and, off and on, Irish Nationalists. The coalition was committed to free trade (as opposed to the high tariffs the Conservatives sought), free collective bargaining for trades unions (which Conservatives opposed), an active social policy that was forging the welfare state, and constitutional reform to reduce the power of the House of Lords. The coalition lacked a long-term plan, because it was cobbled together from leftovers from the 1890s. The sociological basis was non-Anglicanism and non-English ethnicity rather than the emerging class conflict emphasized by the Labour Party.[53]
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After a rough start Britain under David Lloyd George[image: External link] successfully mobilised its manpower, industry, finances, empire and diplomacy, in league with the French and Americans, to defeat the Central Powers.[54][55][56][57] The economy grew by about 14% from 1914–18 despite the absence of so many men in the services; by contrast the German economy shrank 27%. The Great War saw a decline in civilian consumption, with a major reallocation to munitions. The government share of GDP soared from 8% in 1913 to 38% in 1918 (compared to 50% in 1943).[58][59] The war forced Britain to use up its financial reserves and borrow large sums from the U.S.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Britain entered the war to protect Belgium from German aggression, and quickly assumed the role of fighting the Germans on the Western Front, and dismantling the overseas German Empire. The romantic notions of warfare that everyone had expected faded as the fighting in France bogged down into trench warfare[image: External link]. Along the Western Front the British and French launched repeated assaults on the German trench lines in 1915–16, which killed and wounded hundreds of thousands, but failed to make gains of even a mile. By 1916, with volunteers falling off, the government imposed conscription in Britain (but was not able to do so in Ireland where nationalists of all stripes militantly opposed it) in order to keep up the strength of the army[image: External link]. Industry turned out munitions in large quantities, with many women taking factory jobs. The Asquith government proved ineffective but when David Lloyd George[image: External link] replaced him in December 1916 Britain gained a powerful and successful wartime leader.[60]

The Navy continued to dominate the seas, fighting the German fleet to a draw in the only great battle, the Battle of Jutland[image: External link] in 1916. Germany was blockaded and was increasingly short of food. It tried to fight back with submarines, despite the risk of war by the powerful neutral power the United States. The waters around Britain were declared a war zone where any ship, neutral or otherwise, was a target. After the liner Lusitania[image: External link] was sunk in May 1915, drowning over 100 American passengers, protests by the United States led Germany to abandon unrestricted submarine warfare. With victory over Russia in 1917 Germany now calculated it could finally have numerical superiority on the Western Front. Planning for a massive Spring Offensive[image: External link] in 1918, it resumed the sinking of all merchant ships without warning. The United States entered the war[image: External link] alongside the Allies in 1917, and provided the needed manpower, money and supplies to keep them going. On other fronts, the British, French, Australians, and Japanese occupied Germany's colonies. Britain fought the Ottoman Empire, suffering defeats in the Gallipoli Campaign) and in Mesopotamia[image: External link], while arousing the Arabs who helped expel the Turks from their lands. Exhaustion and war-weariness[image: External link] were growing worse in 1917, as the fighting in France continued with no end in sight. The German spring offensives of 1918 failed, and with arrival of a million of the American Expeditionary Forces[image: External link] at the rate of 10,000 a day by May 1918, the Germans realized they were being overwhelmed. Germany agreed to an Armistice[image: External link] — actually a surrender — on 11 November 1918.

Victorian attitudes and ideals that had continued into the first years of the 20th century changed during the Great War. The army had traditionally never been a large employer in the nation, with the regular army standing at 247,432 at the start of the war.[61] By 1918, there were about five million people in the army and the fledgling Royal Air Force[image: External link], newly formed from the Royal Naval Air Service[image: External link] (RNAS) and the Royal Flying Corps[image: External link] (RFC), was about the same size of the pre-war army. The almost three million casualties were known as the "lost generation," and such numbers inevitably left society scarred; but even so, some people felt their sacrifice was little regarded in Britain, with poems like Siegfried Sassoon[image: External link]'s Blighters criticising the ill-informed " jingoism[image: External link]" of the Home Front[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]
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The war had been won by Britain and its allies, but at a terrible human and financial cost, creating a sentiment that wars should never be fought again. The League of Nations[image: External link] was founded with the idea that nations could resolve their differences peacefully, but these hopes were unfounded.

Following the war, Britain gained the German colony of Tanganyika and part of Togoland[image: External link] in Africa. Britain was granted League of Nations mandates over Palestine[image: External link], which was turned into a homeland for Jewish settlers, and Iraq, created from the three Ottoman provinces in Mesopotamia; the latter of which became fully independent in 1932. Egypt, which had been a British protectorate[image: External link] since 1882, became independent in 1922, although British troops remained stationed there until 1956.

In domestic affairs the Housing Act of 1919 led to affordable council housing[image: External link] which allowed people to move out of decrepit inner-city slums. The slums remained for several more years, with trams being electrified long before many houses. The Representation of the People Act 1918[image: External link] gave women householders the vote, but it would not be until 1928 that full equal suffrage was achieved. Labour displaced the Liberal Party for second place and achieved major success with the 1922 general election[image: External link].[62]
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Part of the agreement which led to the 1800 Act of Union[image: External link] stipulated that the Penal Laws[image: External link] in Ireland were to be repealed and Catholic emancipation[image: External link] granted. However King George III[image: External link] blocked emancipation, arguing that to grant it would break his coronation oath[image: External link] to defend the Anglican Church[image: External link]. A campaign by the lawyer Daniel O'Connell[image: External link], and the death of George III, led to the concession of Catholic Emancipation in 1829, allowing Roman Catholics to sit in the Parliament of the United Kingdom. But Catholic Emancipation was not O'Connell's ultimate goal, which was Repeal of the Act of Union with Great Britain. On 1 January 1843 O'Connell confidently, but wrongly, declared that Repeal would be achieved that year. When potato blight[image: External link] hit the island in 1846, much of the rural population was left without food, because cash crops[image: External link] were being exported to pay rents.[63][64]

British politicians were wedded to laissez-faire[image: External link], which argued against state intervention. While funds were raised by private individuals and charities, lack of adequate action let the problem become a catastrophe. Cottiers (or farm labourers) were largely wiped out during what is known in Ireland as the "Great Hunger[image: External link]". A significant minority elected Unionists[image: External link], who championed the Union. A Church of Ireland[image: External link] former Tory[image: External link] barrister turned nationalist campaigner, Isaac Butt[image: External link], established a new moderate nationalist movement, the Home Rule League[image: External link], in the 1870s. After Butt's death the Home Rule Movement, or the Irish Parliamentary Party[image: External link] as it had become known, was turned into a major political force under the guidance of William Shaw[image: External link] and a radical young Protestant landowner, Charles Stewart Parnell[image: External link].[65]

Parnell's movement campaigned for "Home Rule", by which they meant that Ireland would govern itself as a region within the United Kingdom. Two Home Rule Bills (1886 and 1893) were introduced by Liberal Prime Minister William Ewart Gladstone[image: External link], but neither became law, mainly due to opposition from the Conservative Party and the House of Lords[image: External link]. The issue was a source of contention throughout Ireland, as a significant majority of Unionists[image: External link] (largely but not exclusively based in Ulster[image: External link]), opposed Home Rule, fearing that a Catholic Nationalist[image: External link] ("Rome Rule") Parliament in Dublin would discriminate or retaliate against them, impose Roman Catholic doctrine, and impose tariffs on industry. While most of Ireland was primarily agricultural, six of the counties in Ulster were the location of heavy industry and would be affected by any tariff barriers imposed.[66]

Irish demands ranged from the "repeal" of O'Connell, the "federal scheme" of William Sharman Crawford[image: External link] (actually devolution, not federalism as such), to the Home Rule League[image: External link] of Issac Butt[image: External link]. Ireland was no closer to home rule by the mid-19th century, and rebellions in 1848[image: External link] and 1867[image: External link] failed.[67]

O'Connell's campaign was hampered by the limited scope of the franchise[image: External link] in Ireland.[68] The wider the franchise was expanded, the better anti-Union parties were able to do in Ireland.[69] Running on a platform that advocated something like the self-rule[image: External link] successfully enacted in Canada under the British North America Act, 1867[image: External link], Home Rulers won a majority of both county and borough seats in Ireland in 1874.[70] By 1882, leadership of the Home Rule movement[image: External link] had passed to Charles Stewart Parnell[image: External link] of the Irish Parliamentary Party[image: External link] (IPP). A wider franchise also changed the ideological mix among non-Irish MPs, making them more receptive to Irish demands. The 1885 election[image: External link] resulted in a hung parliament[image: External link] in which the Irish Parliamentary Party[image: External link] (IPP) held the balance of power[image: External link]. They initially supported the Conservatives[image: External link] in a minority government[image: External link], but when news leaked that Liberal Party[image: External link] leader William Ewart Gladstone[image: External link] was considering Home Rule, the IPP ousted the Conservatives and brought the Liberals into office.[71]

Gladstone's First Home Rule Bill[image: External link] was closely modeled on the self-government given to British settler colonies[image: External link], starting with the Act of Union 1840[image: External link] ("The Canada Act"), and especially the British North America Act, 1867. Irish MPs would no longer vote in Westminster but in a separate Dublin parliament, which would control domestic areas, but not foreign policy or military affairs, which would remain with London.[72] Gladstone's proposals did not go as far as most Irish nationalists[image: External link] desired, but were still too radical for both Irish[image: External link] and British unionists[image: External link]: his First Home Rule Bill was defeated in the House of Commons following a split in his own party. Gladstone took the issue to the people in the 1886 election[image: External link], but the unionists (Conservatives plus Liberal dissenters) held a majority over the Home Rule coalition (Liberals and Irish nationalists). Pro-Home Rule parties won majorities in Ireland, Scotland, and Wales, but not in England, where most seats were contested.[73]

Before the 1892 election[image: External link], Parnell was caught in an extramarital sex[image: External link] scandal, which incurred the wrath of the Catholic Church and most of its clerics, especially since Parnell's partner, Mrs Katharine O'Shea[image: External link], and her nominally Catholic husband, divorced as a result[image: External link]. The IPP split into two factions, INL and INF[image: External link]. Parnell died largely out of favour in his native country. The 1892 election gave pro-Home Rule forces a narrow majority, however; again the Liberals did better in Scotland and Wales than England.[74] Gladstone introduced a Second Home Rule Bill[image: External link] in 1893, which this time was passed by the Commons, but defeated (as expected) in the Conservative[image: External link]-dominated House of Lords.[75]
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With the Conservatives opposed to Home Rule, it slipped from the mainstream of British politics once they came into power in the 1890s. However, the Conservative government also felt that the demands for Home Rule were essentially materialist[image: External link] in origin, and that to improve conditions in Ireland would satisfy opinion there; this has been described as "killing home rule with kindness".[citation needed[image: External link]] Reforms passed as a result included the Local Government (Ireland) Act 1898[image: External link] and the Wyndham Land Act[image: External link]. Outside of constitutional change, the British state tried other methods to placate Ireland. Between 1868 and 1908: spending on Ireland was generally increased, huge tracts of land were purchased from landlords and redistributed to smallholders, local government was democratised, and the franchise widely extended. The ending of so many social and economic grievances did not end Irish disenchantment, however. No longer could British governments fool themselves into thinking that something other than satisfying Irish demands for national recognition and self-determination would answer the Irish question.[76]

Some Britons[ who?[image: External link]] were beginning to accept Irish nationalism as legitimate. British liberal support for home rule rested on the premise that the Irish people had withdrawn their consent to be governed[image: External link] by the United Kingdom by electing the Nationalists to repeated majorities, and the popular consent was a basic prerequisite for morally legitimate government[image: External link].[77] The competing idea among Unionists was that it was impossible to give Ireland independence or it would be used as a base for Continental powers to attack Britain. Writing much later, after 1922, Winston Churchill[image: External link] stated that this idea had taken on the status of dogma and fossilised in British minds long after it had ceased to have any basis in fact and that only the "large outside shock" of the Great War had changed this.[78]

The Liberals regained power in 1905. Following a confrontation with the House of Lords over the "People's Budget[image: External link]", a wider constitutional conflict[image: External link] developed, resulting in two general elections during 1910. The second in December 1910[image: External link] saw the Liberals lose seats in the Commons, necessitating the support of the Irish Parliamentary Party, now led by John Redmond[image: External link]. Redmond, holding the balance of power in the Commons, renewed the old "Liberal Alliance" this time with H. H. Asquith[image: External link] as Prime Minister. For budget reasons, Asquith had to agree to a new Home Rule Bill and to the removal of the veto power of the Lords with the passage of the Parliament Act 1911[image: External link]. The Irish Parliamentary Party had their support repaid with the introduction of the Third Home Rule Bill[image: External link] in 1912, which, after the removal of the House of Lords' veto power by the Parliament Act, saw Home Rule become a clear reality for the first time. However the Bill provoked increasingly bitter opposition from unionists, particularly those in the mostly Protestant-dominated province of Ulster[image: External link] [66] and their wing of the Irish Unionist Alliance[image: External link].

The Bill finally passed into law as the Government of Ireland Act 1914[image: External link] in September, a few weeks after the start of the Great War[image: External link], but its implementation was simultaneously suspended[image: External link] for the duration of the war. The situation in Ireland had deteriorated severely, with the Unionist Ulster Volunteers[image: External link] and the Nationalist Irish Volunteers[image: External link] openly drilling, both sides having imported arms for an anticipated conflagration. World War I exacerbated tensions further, with Unionists and most Nationalist segments of the Irish Parliamentary Party encouraging volunteers to fight for the Allied cause[image: External link], these forming three Irish divisions, the 10th (Irish) Division[image: External link], the 16th (Irish) Division[image: External link] and the 36th (Ulster) Division[image: External link] of Kitchener’s New Service Army[image: External link], on the other hand Republican followers[image: External link] were ambivalent about the war, which they saw as Britain's conflict, not Ireland's.
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The Easter Rising[image: External link] of 1916, planned a year in advance, in favour of a completely independent Irish Republic[image: External link] was suppressed after a week of fighting but the quick executions of 15 leaders of the uprising alienated Catholic and nationalist opinion. After the week-long rebellion, the Cabinet decided in May 1916 that the 1914 Act should be brought into operation immediately and a Government established in Dublin.[79] After six months negotiations failed to reach agreement on the central question of whether Ulster was to be under the authority of the new Dublin parliament. Asquith[image: External link] made a second attempt to implement Home Rule in 1917, with the calling of the Irish Convention[image: External link], in the course of which a clumsy cabinet dual policy decision by Lloyd George[image: External link] in April 1918 attempted to link implementing Home Rule with extending conscription[image: External link] to Ireland. It resulted in massed anti-conscription demonstrations[image: External link] in Dublin which signalled the end of a political era,[80] triggering a swing of public opinion towards Sinn Féin[image: External link] and physical force separatism[image: External link], thereby sealing the fate of Home Rule and the demise of the Irish Parliamentary Party in the 1918 general elections[image: External link]. The Convention merely succeeded in agreeing a report with an 'understanding' on recommendations for the establishment of self-government. The solution was the establishment of two Irish parliaments to pave the way for the Fourth Home Rule Bill, enacted as the Government of Ireland Act 1920[image: External link]. On 6 December 1922, Ireland formed a new dominion[image: External link], the Irish Free State. As expected, the area known as "Northern Ireland[image: External link]" (six counties in Ulster), immediately exercised its right under the Anglo-Irish Treaty[image: External link] to opt out of the new state. The union of Great Britain with part of Ireland was renamed the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, and is known by this name to the present time.[81]
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Until 1927, the monarch's royal title included the words "of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland". In 1927, the words "United Kingdom" were removed from the royal title so that the monarch was instead styled as "King/Queen of Great Britain, Ireland...[and other places]". The words "United Kingdom" were restored to the monarch's title in 1953 with the reference to "Ireland" replaced with a reference to "Northern Ireland".[citation needed[image: External link]]


	
George III[image: External link] (1801–1820; monarch from 1760)

	
George IV[image: External link] (1820–1830)

	
William IV[image: External link] (1830–1837)

	
Victoria[image: External link] (1837–1901)

	
Edward VII[image: External link] (1901–1910)

	
George V[image: External link] (1910–1922; title used until 1927 but remained monarch until his death in 1936)
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Federation of Australia






For Australia's federal system of government, see Federalism in Australia[image: External link].

The Federation of Australia was the process by which the six separate British self-governing colonies[image: External link] of Queensland[image: External link], New South Wales[image: External link], Victoria[image: External link], Tasmania[image: External link], South Australia[image: External link], and Western Australia[image: External link] agreed to unite and form the Commonwealth of Australia, establishing a system of federalism in Australia[image: External link]. Fiji[image: External link] and New Zealand were originally part of this process, but they decided not to join the federation.[1] Following federation, the six colonies that united to form the Commonwealth of Australia as states kept the systems of government (and the bicameral legislatures) that they had developed as separate colonies, but they also agreed to have a federal government that was responsible for matters concerning the whole nation. When the Constitution of Australia came into force, on 1 January 1901, the colonies collectively became states of the Commonwealth of Australia.

The efforts to bring about federation in the mid-19th century were dogged by the lack of popular support for the movement. A number of conventions were held during the 1890s to develop a constitution for the Commonwealth. Sir Henry Parkes[image: External link], Premier of New South Wales, was instrumental in this process. Sir Edmund Barton[image: External link], second only to Parkes in the length of his commitment to the federation cause, was the caretaker Prime Minister of Australia[image: External link] at the inaugural national election in 1901[image: External link] in March 1901. The election returned Barton as prime minister, though without a majority.

This period has lent its name to an architectural style prevalent in Australia at that time, known as Federation architecture[image: External link], or Federation style.
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A serious movement for Federation of the colonies arose in the late 1880s, a time when there was increasing nationalism amongst Australians, the great majority of whom were native-born. The idea of being "Australian" began to be celebrated in songs and poems. This was fostered by improvements in transport and communications, such as the establishment of a telegraph[image: External link] system between the colonies in 1872. The Australian colonies were also influenced by other federations which had emerged around the world, notably in Argentina, Canada, Switzerland[image: External link] and the United States.

Sir Henry Parkes[image: External link], then Colonial Secretary of New South Wales, first proposed a Federal Council body in 1867. After it was rejected by the British Secretary of State for the Colonies, the Duke of Buckingham[image: External link], Parkes brought up the issue again at a conference in 1880, this time as the Premier of New South Wales[image: External link]. At the conference, representatives from Victoria, New South Wales and South Australia considered a number of issues including federation, communication, Chinese immigration, vine diseases and uniform tariff[image: External link] rates. The Federation had the potential to ensure that throughout the continent, trade, and interstate commerce[image: External link] would be unaffected by protectionism[image: External link] and measurement and transport would be standardised.

The final (and successful) push for the Federal Council came at a conference in 1883, called to debate the strategies needed to counter the activities of the German[image: External link] and French[image: External link] in New Guinea[image: External link] and in New Hebrides[image: External link]. Sir Samuel Griffith[image: External link], the Premier of Queensland[image: External link], drafted a bill to constitute the Federal Council. The conference successfully petitioned the Imperial Parliament[image: External link] to enact the bill as the Federal Council of Australasia Act 1885[image: External link].[2]

As a result, a Federal Council of Australasia[image: External link] was formed, to represent the affairs of the colonies in their relations with the South Pacific[image: External link] islands. New South Wales and New Zealand did not join. The self-governing colonies of Queensland, Tasmania and Victoria, as well as the Crown Colonies of Western Australia and Fiji[image: External link], became involved. South Australia was briefly a member between 1888 and 1890. The Federal Council had powers to legislate directly upon certain matters, such as in relation to extradition[image: External link], regulation of fisheries, and so on, but it did not have a permanent secretariat, executive powers, or any revenue of its own. Furthermore, the absence of the powerful colony of New South Wales weakened its representative value.

Nevertheless, it was the first major form of inter-colonial co-operation. It provided an opportunity for Federalists[image: External link] from around the country to meet and exchange ideas. The means by which the Council was established endorsed the continuing role that the Imperial Parliament would have in the development of Australia's constitutional structure. In terms of the Federal Council of Australia Act, the Australian drafters established a number of powers dealing with their "common interest" which would later be replicated in the Australian Constitution, especially section 51.
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The individual colonies, Victoria excepted, were somewhat wary of Federation. Politicians from the smaller colonies, in particular, disliked the very idea of delegating power to a national government; they feared that any such government would inevitably be dominated by the more populous New South Wales and Victoria. Queensland, for its part, worried that the advent of national legislation (see White Australia Policy[image: External link]) would restrict the importing of kanaka[image: External link] labourers, thereby jeopardising its sugar cane[image: External link] industry.

These were not the only concerns of those resistant to federation. Smaller colonies also worried about the abolition of tariffs[image: External link], which would deprive them of a large proportion of their revenue, and leave their commerce at the mercy of the larger states. New South Wales, traditionally free-trade in its outlook, wanted to be satisfied that the federation's tariff policy would not be protectionist. Victorian Premier James Service[image: External link] described fiscal union[image: External link] as "the lion in the way" of federation.

A further fundamental issue was how to distribute the excess customs duties from the central government to the states. For the larger colonies there was the possibility (which never became an actuality) that they could be required to subsidise the struggling economies of Tasmania, South Australia and Western Australia.

Even without the concerns, there was debate about the form of government that a federation would take. Experience of other federations was less than inspiring. In particular, the United States had experienced the traumatic Civil War[image: External link].

The nascent Australian labour movement[image: External link] was less than wholly committed in its support for federation. On the one hand, nationalist sentiment was strong within the labour movement and there was much support for the idea of White Australia[image: External link]. On the other hand, labour representatives feared that federation would distract attention from the need for social[image: External link] and industrial[image: External link] reform, and further entrench the power of the conservative forces. The federal conventions included no representatives of organised labour. In fact, the proposed federal constitution was criticised by labour representatives as being too conservative. These representative wanted to see a federal government with more power to legislate on issues such as wages and prices. They also regarded the proposed senate as much too powerful, with the capacity to block attempts at social and political reform, much as the colonial upper houses were quite openly doing at that time.

Religious factors played a small but not trivial part in disputes over whether federation was desirable or even possible. As a general rule, pro-federation leaders were Protestants, while Catholics' enthusiasm for federation was much weaker, not least because Parkes had been militantly anti-Catholic for decades (and because the labour movement was disproportionately Catholic in its membership).
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In the early 1890s two meetings established the need for federation and set the framework for this to occur. An informal meeting attended by official representatives from the Australasian colonies was held in 1890. This led to the first National Australasian Convention[image: External link], meeting in Sydney in 1891. New Zealand was represented at both the conference and the Convention, although its delegates indicated that it would be unlikely to join the Federation at its foundation, but it would probably be interested in doing so at a later date.
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 Conference of 1890




The Conference of 1890 was organised at the instigation of Parkes. The account of the calling of the 1890 conference usually begins with Lord Carrington[image: External link], the Governor of New South Wales[image: External link], goading the ageing Parkes at a luncheon on 15 June 1889. Parkes reportedly boasted that he "could confederate these colonies in twelve months". Carrington retorted, "Then why don't you do it? It would be a glorious finish to your life."[3] Parkes the next day wrote to the Premier of Victoria[image: External link], Duncan Gillies[image: External link], offering to advance the cause of Federation. Gillies's response was predictably cool, given the reluctance of Parkes to bring New South Wales into the Federal Council. In October Parkes travelled north to Brisbane and met with Griffith and Sir Thomas McIlwraith[image: External link]. On the return journey, he stopped just south of the colonial border, and delivered the historic Tenterfield Oration[image: External link] on 24 October 1889, stating that the time had come for the colonies to consider Australian federation.

Through the latter part of 1889 the premiers and governors corresponded and agreed for an informal meeting to be called. The membership was: New South Wales, Parkes (Premier) and William McMillan[image: External link] (Colonial Treasurer); Victoria, Duncan Gillies (Premier) and Alfred Deakin[image: External link] (Chief Secretary); Queensland, Sir Samuel Griffith[image: External link] (Leader of the Opposition) and John Murtagh Macrossan[image: External link] (Colonial Secretary); South Australia, Dr. John Cockburn[image: External link] (Premier) and Thomas Playford[image: External link] (Leader of the Opposition); Tasmania, Andrew Inglis Clark[image: External link] (Attorney-General) and Stafford Bird[image: External link] (Treasurer); Western Australia, Sir James George Lee Steere[image: External link] (Speaker); New Zealand, Captain William Russell[image: External link] (Colonial Secretary) and Sir John Hall[image: External link].

When the conference met at the Victorian Parliament in Melbourne on 6 February, the delegates were confronted with a scorching summer maximum temperature of 39.7 °C (103.5 °F) in the shade. The Conference debated whether or not the time was ripe to proceed with federation.

While some of the delegates agreed it was, the smaller states were not as enthusiastic. Thomas Playford from South Australia indicated the tariff question and lack of popular support as hurdles. Similarly, Sir James Lee Steere from Western Australia and the New Zealand delegates suggested there was little support for federation in their respective colonies.

A basic question at this early assembly was how to structure the federation within the Westminster[image: External link] tradition of government. The British North America Act[image: External link] (1867), which had confederated the Canadian provinces[image: External link], provided a model with respect to the relations between the federation and the Crown. There was less enthusiasm, however, for the centralism[image: External link] of the Canadian Constitution[image: External link], especially from the smaller states. Following the conference of 1890, the Canadian federal model was no longer considered appropriate for the Australian situation.[4]

Although the Swiss Federal Constitution[image: External link] provided another example, it was inevitable that the delegates should look to the Constitution of the United States[image: External link] as the other major model of a federation within the English-speaking world. It gave just a few powers to the federal government and left the majority of matters within the legislative competence of the states. It also provided that the Senate should consist of an equal number of members from each State while the Lower House should reflect the national distribution of population. Andrew Inglis Clark[image: External link], a long-time admirer of American federal institutions, introduced the US Constitution[image: External link] as an example of the protection of States' rights. He presented it as an alternative to the Canadian model, arguing that Canada was "an instance of amalgamation rather than Federation."[5] The introduction by Deakin of James Bryce[image: External link]'s The American Commonwealth also had far-reaching influence.[6]

The conference in Melbourne ended with an agreement by the delegates that the time for federation had arrived.
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A. I. Clark had given considerable thought towards a suitable constitution for Australia.[7] In May 1890, he travelled to London to conduct an appeal on behalf of the Government of Tasmania[image: External link] before the Privy Council[image: External link]. During this trip, he began writing a draft constitution, taking the main provisions of the British North America Act[image: External link] and its supplements up through 1890, the US Constitution, the Federal Council of Australasia Act[image: External link], and various Australian colonial constitutions. Clark returned from London by way of Boston[image: External link], Massachusetts, where he held discussions about his draft with Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr.[image: External link], and Moncure Conway[image: External link] among others.[8]

Clark's draft introduced the nomenclature and form which was subsequently adopted:


	The Australian Federation is described as the Commonwealth of Australia

	There are three separate and equal branches – the Parliament, the Executive, and the Judicature.

	The Legislature consists of a House of Representatives and a Senate

	It specified the separation of powers and the division of powers[image: External link] between the Federal and State governments.



Upon his return to Hobart in early November 1890, with the technical aid of W. O. Wise, the Tasmanian Parliamentary Draftsman, Clark completed the final form of the Draft Constitution and had a number of copies printed.[9] In February 1891, Inglis Clark circulated copies of his draft to Parkes, Barton and probably Playford as well.[10] This draft was always intended to be a private working document, and never has been published.[11]
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The Parliament proposed at the Convention of 1891 was to adopt the nomenclature of the United States Congress[image: External link]. This proposal provided the broad outline of a Federal government. Its lower house was to be elected by districts drawn up on the basis of their population, while in the Senate there was to be equal representation for each "province". This American model was mixed with the Westminster system[image: External link] by which the Prime Minister[image: External link] and other ministers would be appointed by the representative of the British Crown[image: External link] from among the members of the political party holding a majority in the lower House.

Griffith identified with great clarity at the Sydney Convention perhaps the greatest problem of all: how to structure the relationship between the lower and upper houses within the Federal Parliament. The main division of opinion centred on the contention of Alfred Deakin[image: External link], that the lower house must be supreme, as opposed to the views of Barton, John Cockburn[image: External link] and others, that a strong Senate with co-ordinate powers was essential. Griffith himself recommended that the doctrine of responsible government should be left open, or substantially modified to accord with the Federal structure.

Over the Easter weekend in 1891, Griffith edited Clark's draft aboard the Queensland Government's steam yacht Lucinda[image: External link]. (Clark was not present, as he was ill with influenza in Sydney). Griffith's draft Constitution was submitted to colonial parliaments but it lapsed in New South Wales, after which the other colonies were unwilling to proceed.
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The importance of the draft Constitution of 1891 was recognised by John La Nauze[image: External link] when he flatly declared that "The draft of 1891 is the Constitution of 1900, not its father or grandfather."[12] In the Twenty-First Century, however, a lively debtate has sprung up as to whether the principal credit for this draft belongs to Queensland's Sir Samuel Griffith[image: External link] or Tasmania's Andrew Inglis Clark[image: External link]. The debate began with the publication of Peter Botsman's The Great Constitutional Swindle: A Citizen's Guide to the Australian Constitution[13] in 2000, and a biography of Andrew Inglis Clark by F.M. Neasey and L.J. Neasey published by the University of Tasmania Law Press in 2001.[14]

The traditional view attached almost sole responsibility for the 1891 draft to Griffith. Quick and Garran, for instance, state curtly that Griffith "had the chief hand in the actual drafting of the Bill."[15] Given that the authors of this highly respected work were themselves active members of the federal movement, it may be presumed that this view represents - if not the complete truth - then, at least, the consensus opinion amongst Australia's "founding fathers".

In his 1969 entry on "Clark, Andrew Inglis (1848–1907)" for the Australian Dictionary of Biography,[16] Henry Reynolds offers a more nuanced view:


Before the National Australasian Convention in Sydney in 1891 he [Clark] circulated his own draft constitution bill. This was practically a transcript of relevant provisions from the British North American Act, the United States Constitution and the Federal Council Act, arranged systematically, but it was to be of great use to the drafting committee at the convention. Parkes received it with reservations, suggesting that 'the structure should be evolved bit by bit'. George Higinbotham admitted the 'acknowledged defects & disadvantages' of responsible government, but criticized Clark's plan to separate the executive and the legislature. Clark's draft also differed from the adopted constitution in his proposal for 'a separate federal judiciary', with the new Supreme Court replacing the Privy Council as the highest court of appeal on all questions of law, which would be 'a wholesome innovation upon the American system'. He became a member of the Constitutional Committee and chairman of the Judiciary Committee. Although he took little part in the debates he assisted (Sir) Samuel Griffith, (Sir) Edmund Barton and Charles Cameron Kingston in revising Griffith's original draft of the adopted constitution on the Queensland government's steam yacht, Lucinda; though he was too ill to be present when the main work was done, his own draft had been the basis for most of Griffith's text.



Clark's supporters are quick to point out that 86 Sections (out of a total of 128) of the final Australian Constitution are recognisable in Clark's draft,[13] and that "only eight of Inglis Clark’s ninety-six clauses failed to find their way into the final Australian Constitution";[17] but these are potentially misleading statistics. As Professor John Williams has pointed out:[18]


It is easy to point to the document and dismiss it as a mere ‘cut and paste’ from known provisions. While there is some validity in such observations it does tend to overlook the fact that there are very few variations to be added once the basic structure is agreed. So for instance, there was always going to be parts dealing with the executive, the parliament and the judiciary in any Australian constitution. The fact that Inglis Clark modelled his on the American Constitution is no surprise once that basic decision was made. Issues of the respective legislative powers, the role of the states, the power of amendment and financial questions were the detail of the debate that the framers were about to address in 1891.



As to who was responsible for the actual detailed drafting, as distinct from the broad structure and framework of the 1891 draft, Professor Williams (for one) is in no doubt:[18]


In terms of style there can be little argument that Inglis Clark’s Constitution is not as crisp or clean as Kingston’s 1891 draft Constitution. This is not so much a reflection on Inglis Clark, but an acknowledgement of the talents of Charles Kingston and Sir Samuel Griffith as drafters. They were direct and economical with words. The same cannot always be said of Inglis Clark.
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The revival of the federal movement stemmed from the growth of federal leagues and nationalist organisations that were committed to federation, such as the Australian Natives' Association[image: External link]. There were two so-called People's Conventions held in Corowa[image: External link] and Bathurst[image: External link].

In 1893 John Quick[image: External link], who had attended the Corowa convention, drew up a bill which became the basis of discussion at the Adelaide Convention (see below) and is considered to have contributed largely to the eventual constitution. Quick with Robert Garran[image: External link] went on to publish The Annotated Constitution of the Australian Commonwealth in 1901, which is widely regarded as one of the most authoritative works on the Australian Constitution.[19]

In 1895 a proposal was accepted by the premiers of the Australian colonies to establish a new Convention by popular vote, with the resulting draft of the constitution being submitted to the electors of each colony in a referendum[image: External link]. The Convention held meetings over the course of a year, beginning first in Adelaide in 1897, later meeting in Sydney, and culminating in Melbourne in March 1898. After the Adelaide meeting, the colonial Parliaments took the opportunity to debate the emerging Bill and to suggest changes. The basic principles discussed in 1891 were adopted, with the addition of the principle of responsible government. There was also a consensus for more democracy in the constitutional structure. It was agreed that the Senate should be chosen by popular vote with the voters in each State acting as one electorate.

A draft bill was drawn up in 1898, and then sent to each colony to be ratified by the electorate. Referendums were held in four of the colonies in June 1898. There were majority votes in all four of them, however, the enabling legislation in New South Wales required the support of at least 80,000 voters for passage, and this number was not reached.[20] A meeting of the colonial premiers in early 1899 agreed to a number of amendments to make the constitution more acceptable to New South Wales. Known as the "Braddon Clause[image: External link]", the amendments provided for the return of customs revenue to the states for ten years. It was also agreed that the new federal capital was to be built in New South Wales provided it was at least a hundred miles (160 km) from Sydney.[20] In June 1899, the referendum was held again in all the colonies except for Western Australia, where the vote was not held until the following year. The majority vote was "yes" in all the colonies.



	referendum
	
	NSW
	Qld
	SA
	Tas
	Vic
	WA
	total



	1898
	yes
	71,595
	
	35,800
	11,797
	100,520
	
	219,712



	no
	66,228
	
	17,320
	2,716
	22,099
	
	108,363



	1899
	yes
	107,420
	38,488
	65,900
	13,437
	152,653
	
	377,898



	no
	82,741
	30,996
	17,953
	791
	9,805
	
	142,286



	1900
	yes
	
	
	
	
	
	44,800
	44,800



	no
	
	
	
	
	
	19,691
	19,691




The Bill as accepted by the colonies went to Britain for ratification by the British Parliament.
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Main article: Constitution of Australia


The Commonwealth of Australia Constitution Act (UK) was passed on 5 July 1900 and given Royal Assent[image: External link] by Queen Victoria[image: External link] on 9 July 1900. It was proclaimed on 1 January 1901 in Centennial Park[image: External link], Sydney. Sir Edmund Barton was sworn in as the interim Prime Minister[image: External link], leading an interim Federal ministry of nine members.

The new constitution established a bicameral[image: External link] Parliament, containing a Senate and a House of Representatives. The office of Governor-General was established as the Queen's representative; initially, this person was considered a representative of the British government. The Constitution also established a High Court, and divided the powers of government between the states and the new Commonwealth government.

The site of a federal capital was disputed heavily between the two arch-rivals Sydney and Melbourne; the compromise was that a separate territory (the Australian Capital Territory) would be established within New South Wales to hold a new capital, while Parliament would sit in Melbourne until the new city was constructed. The site eventually chosen for the city became Canberra[image: External link].
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 Landmarks named after Federation




See also: Federation architecture[image: External link]


The significance of Federation for Australia is such that a number of landmarks, natural and man-made, have been named after it. These include:


	
Federal Highway[image: External link], between Goulburn[image: External link], New South Wales and Canberra

	Federation Creek, near Croydon[image: External link], Queensland

	
Federation Peak[image: External link], Tasmania

	Federation Range, on the Royston River, about 90 kilometres (56 mi) east-northeast of Melbourne, Victoria

	
Federation Square[image: External link], Melbourne, Victoria[21]


	
Federation Trail[image: External link], Melbourne, Victoria

	
Federation University[image: External link], Ballarat, Victoria
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	Government of Australia

	Federalism in Australia[image: External link]

	Australian Capital Territory

	Secessionism in Western Australia[image: External link]

	History of monarchy in Australia[image: External link]

	Australian nationality law[image: External link]




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Notes






	
^ "Fiji and Australian Federation. – (From the Herald's own Correspondent.) Melbourne, Monday"[image: External link]. The Maitland Mercury and Hunter River General Advertiser. 25 October 1883. Retrieved 5 May 2016.


	
^ note 2, at 18–21.


	
^ Martin, Henry Parkes, at 383.


	
^ Williams J, "'With Eyes Open': Andrew Inglis Clark and our Republican Tradition" (1995) 23(2) Federal Law Review 149 at 165.


	
^ Debates of the Australian Federation Conference, at 25.


	
^ La Nauze, J. A. The Making of the Australian Constitution. p. 273. ISBN  0-522-84016-7[image: External link].


	
^ As early as 1874, he published a comparative study of the American, Canadian and Swiss constitutions.


	
^ Clark, Conway and Holmes were all Unitarians[image: External link]. Clark had met Conway when he travelled to Hobart, Tasmania[image: External link], as part of his speaking tour in 1883. Conway later introduced Clark to Holmes.


	
^ Letter from W. O. Wise to A. P. Canaway dated 29 June 1921. Cover page to First draft of Australian Constitution. Mitchell Library MS, Q342.901


	
^ Neasey, F. M.; Neasey, L. J. (2001). Andrew Inglis Clark. University of Tasmania Law Press. ISBN  0-85901-964-0[image: External link].


	
^ La Nauze, page 24


	
^ La Nauze, note 11 at 78.


	
^ a b Botsman, Peter (2000). The Great Constitutional Swindle. Pluto Press Australia. p. 19. ISBN  1-86403-062-3[image: External link].


	
^ Neasey, F.M.; Neasey, L.J. (2001). Andrew Inglis Clark. Hobart: University of Tasmania Law Press.


	
^ Quick, John; Garran, Robert Randolph (1901). The annotated constitution of the Australian Commonwealth. Sydney: Angus and Robertson. p. 130.


	
^ Reynolds, Henry (1969). "Clark, Andrew Inglis (1848 -1907)"[image: External link]. Australian Dictionary of Biography. Retrieved 31 January 2017.


	
^ Neasey, Frank (1991). "Andrew Inglis Clark and Australian Federation"[image: External link]. Papers on Parliament. 13.


	
^ a b Williams, John (Professor) (2014). "Andrew Inglis Clark: Our Constitution and His Influence"[image: External link]. Papers on Parliament. 61.


	
^ "Closer Look: The Australian Constitution"[image: External link]. Parliamentary Education Office. Retrieved 9 April 2012.


	
^ a b "Celebrating Federation"[image: External link] (PDF). Constitutional Centre of Western Australia. Retrieved 5 November 2015.


	
^ "Explore the Fascinating History of Federation Square"[image: External link]. Fed Square Pty Ltd. 2011. Retrieved 14 March 2012.







[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 References





	La Nauze, J, The Making of the Australian Constitution (Carlton: Melbourne University Press, 1972).

	McGrath, F, The Framers of the Australian Constitution (Brighton-le-Sands: Frank McGrath, 2003).

	Neasey, F. M.; Neasey, L. J. Andrew Inglis Clark. (University of Tasmania Law Press, 2001)




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Further reading





	Hunt, Lyall (editor) (2000)Towards Federation: Why Western Australia joined the Australian Federation in 1901 Nedlands, W.A. Royal Western Australian Historical Society ISBN 0-909845-03-4[image: External link]


	La Nauze, John Andrew (1972) The Making of the Australian Constitution (Melbourne: Melbourne University)

	
McQueen, Humphrey[image: External link], (1970/2004), A New Britannia, University of Queensland Press, Brisbane.

	
Quick, John[image: External link], Historical Introduction to The Annotated Constitution of the Australian Commonwealth (Sydney: University of Sydney Library, 2000)




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 External links





	
Federation and the Constitution[image: External link] – resource of the National Archives of Australia

	Records of the Australasian Federal Conventions of the 1890s[image: External link]

	Federation Fast Facts[image: External link]

	
Australian Federation Full Text Database[image: External link] – primary source material





Categories[image: External link]:

	1901 in Australia[image: External link]

	Federalism in Australia[image: External link]

	History of Australia (1851–1900)[image: External link]

	National unifications[image: External link]

	January 1901 events[image: External link]
















This page was last edited on 13 June 2017, at 10:47.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article Federation of Australia: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federation_of_Australia [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=Federation_of_Australia [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 History

	2 Chapters

	3 Schedule

	4 Amendments

	5 The role of conventions

	6 Interpretation

	7 Proposals for major changes

	8 Commemoration

	9 See also

	10 Notes

	11 References

	12 External links





Constitution of Australia








	
Australia





	This article is part of a series on the

politics and government of

Australia




	

Constitution




	Constitution of Australia

	
Statute of Westminster Adoption Act



	Australia Act[image: External link]













	

The Crown[image: External link]



	
Monarch[image: External link]: Elizabeth II


	

Governor-General: Sir Peter Cosgrove[image: External link]














	

Executive



	

Prime Minister[image: External link]: Malcolm Turnbull




	

Deputy Prime Minister[image: External link]: Barnaby Joyce[image: External link]




	
Federal Executive Council

	


	Current (71st)[image: External link]

	Cabinet





















	

Legislature



	
Parliament

	
Senate[image: External link]

	

President[image: External link]: Stephen Parry[image: External link]








	
House of Representatives[image: External link]

	

Speaker[image: External link]: Tony Smith[image: External link]








	
Opposition[image: External link]

	

Leader[image: External link]: Bill Shorten[image: External link]




	Shadow Ministry[image: External link]



















	

Judiciary



	High Court

	Lower Courts

	Laws of Australia[image: External link]











	

Elections



	
Federal electoral system[image: External link]

	Electoral divisions[image: External link]





	Political parties

	Recent elections

	


	Federal: 2016[image: External link]


	2013[image: External link]

	2010[image: External link]











	Federal by-elections[image: External link]

	Referendums[image: External link]











	

States and territories[image: External link]




	Governors and Administrators

	Premiers and Chief Ministers

	Parliaments and Assemblies

	State courts[image: External link]

	State electoral systems[image: External link]













	

Local government[image: External link]




	NSW[image: External link]

	Vic[image: External link]

	Qld[image: External link]

	WA[image: External link]

	SA[image: External link]

	Tas[image: External link]

	NT[image: External link]













	

Related topics




	Regions

	Foreign relations

	Defence Force

	Public holidays

	Republicanism[image: External link]













	


	Other countries[image: External link]

	Atlas[image: External link]









	


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]










The Constitution of Australia is the supreme law[image: External link] under which the government of the Commonwealth of Australia operates, including its relationship to the States of Australia[image: External link]. It consists of several documents. The most important is the Constitution of the Commonwealth of Australia, which is referred to as the "Constitution" in the remainder of this article. The Constitution was approved in a series of referendums[image: External link] held over 1898–1900 by the people of the Australian colonies[image: External link], and the approved draft was enacted as a section of the Commonwealth of Australia Constitution Act 1900 (Imp),[1] an Act[image: External link] of the Parliament of the United Kingdom[image: External link].

The Commonwealth of Australia Constitution Act 1900 (Imp) became law on 9 July 1900, and entered into force on 1 January 1901. Even though the Constitution was originally given legal force by an Act of the United Kingdom parliament, the Australia Act 1986 removed the power of the United Kingdom parliament to change the Constitution as in force in Australia, and the Constitution can now only be changed in accordance with the prescribed referendum procedures in Section 128.

Other pieces of legislation have constitutional significance for Australia. These are the Statute of Westminster, as adopted by the Commonwealth in the Statute of Westminster Adoption Act 1942, and the Australia Act 1986, which was passed in equivalent forms by the United Kingdom Parliament and the Australian Federal Parliament (using legislative powers conferred by enabling acts passed by the Parliaments of every Australian state). The Statute of Westminster Adoption Act is often regarded as the point at which Australia became, de jure, an independent nation, while the Australia Act severed the last remaining constitutional links between Australia and the United Kingdom. Even though the same person, Queen Elizabeth II, is the monarch of both countries, she acts in a distinct capacity as monarch of each.[2]

Under Australia's common law[image: External link] system, the High Court of Australia and the Federal Court of Australia[image: External link] have the authority to interpret constitutional provisions.[3] Their decisions determine the interpretation and application of the constitution.
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Main article: Constitutional history of Australia


The history of the Constitution of Australia began with moves towards federation in the 19th century, which culminated in the federation of the Australian colonies to form the Commonwealth of Australia[image: External link] in 1901. However, the Constitution has continued to develop since then, with two laws having particularly significant impact on the constitutional status of the nation.
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Main article: Federation of Australia


In the mid-19th century, a desire to facilitate co-operation on matters of mutual interest, especially intercolonial tariffs, led to proposals to unite the separate British colonies in Australia under a single federation. However, impetus mostly came from Britain and there was only lacklustre local support. The smaller colonies feared domination by the larger ones; Victoria and New South Wales disagreed over the ideology of protectionism[image: External link]; the then-recent American Civil War[image: External link] also hampered the case for federalism. These difficulties led to the failure of several attempts to bring about federation in the 1850s and 1860s.

By the 1880s, fear of the growing presence of the Germans[image: External link] and the French in the Pacific, coupled with a growing Australian identity, created the opportunity for establishing the first inter-colonial body, the Federal Council of Australasia[image: External link], established in 1889. The Federal Council could legislate on certain subjects, but did not have a permanent secretariat, an executive, or independent source of revenue. The absence of New South Wales, the largest colony, also diminished its representative value.

Henry Parkes[image: External link], the Premier of New South Wales[image: External link], was instrumental in pushing for a series of conferences in the 1890s to discuss federalism – one in Melbourne in 1890, and another (the National Australasian Convention) in Sydney in 1891, attended by colonial leaders. By the 1891 conference, significant momentum had been built for the federalist cause, and discussion turned to the proper system of government for a federal state. Under the guidance of Sir Samuel Griffith[image: External link], a draft constitution was drawn up. However, these meetings lacked popular support. Furthermore, the draft constitution sidestepped certain important issues, such as tariff policy. The draft of 1891 was submitted to colonial parliaments but lapsed in New South Wales, after which the other colonies were unwilling to proceed.

In 1895, the six premiers of the Australian colonies agreed to establish a new Convention by popular vote. The Convention met over the course of a year from 1897 to 1898. The meetings produced a new draft which contained substantially the same principles of government as the 1891 draft, but with added provisions for responsible government. To ensure popular support, the draft was presented to the electors of each colony. After one failed attempt, an amended draft was submitted to the electors of each colony except Western Australia. After ratification by the five colonies, the Bill was presented to the British Imperial Parliament[image: External link] with an Address requesting Queen Victoria[image: External link] to enact the Bill.

Before the Bill was passed, however, one final change was made by the imperial government, upon lobbying by the Chief Justices of the colonies, so that the right to appeal from the High Court to the Privy Council[image: External link] on constitutional matters concerning the limits of the powers of the Commonwealth or States could not be curtailed by parliament. Finally, the Commonwealth of Australia Constitution Act was passed by the British Parliament in 1900. Western Australia finally agreed to join the Commonwealth in time for it to be an original member of the Commonwealth of Australia, which was officially established on 1 January 1901.

In 1988, the original copy of the Commonwealth of Australia Constitution Act 1900 from the Public Record Office[image: External link] in London was lent to Australia for the purposes of the Australian Bicentenary[image: External link]. The Australian government requested permission to keep the copy, the British parliament agreed by passing the Australian Constitution (Public Record Copy) Act 1990[image: External link] and the copy was given to the National Archives of Australia.
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 The Statute of Westminster and the Australia Acts




Although Federation is often regarded as the moment of "independence" of Australia from Britain, legally the Commonwealth was a creation of the British Parliament[image: External link], through the Commonwealth of Australia Constitution Act 1900 (Imp), which applied to Australia by paramount[image: External link] force. As a result, since Australia was still legally a colony, there was continued uncertainty as to the applicability of British Imperial laws to the Commonwealth[image: External link]. This was resolved by the Statute of Westminster 1931, adopted by the Commonwealth via the Statute of Westminster Adoption Act 1942. The Statute of Westminster freed the Dominions[image: External link], including the Commonwealth, from Imperial restrictions. Legally, this is often regarded as the moment of Australia's national independence.

However, due to specific exemptions in the Statute of Westminster, Imperial law continued to be paramount in Australian states. This was altered by the Australia Act 1986, which was passed in substantially the same form by the Commonwealth parliament and the British parliament, at the request of each state. In addition to ending the British Parliament's power to legislate over Australian states, the Australia Act also cut the last avenues of appeal from the Australian courts to the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council[image: External link]. As a symbol of the significance of this legislation, Queen Elizabeth II[image: External link] travelled to Australia to personally sign the proclamation of the law.

For the Constitution, the impact of these two laws is that the Constitution as in force in Australia is now separate from the text in the original Act. While the British Parliament can amend or repeal the Imperial Act, that would not affect Australia. Instead, the Constitution as in force in Australia can only be amended following the referendum[image: External link] mechanisms set out in the Constitution. Conversely, any amendment to the Constitution in Australia following the referendum[image: External link] mechanisms would not affect the text of the Imperial Act as in force in the United Kingdom.
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The Commonwealth of Australia Constitution Act 1900 (Imp) contains a Preamble, and nine sections. The legislative, executive, and judicial powers are separately stated in the Constitution, in Chapters I, II and III respectively.[5] Sections 1 – 8 are covering clauses outlining the legal procedures for the establishment of the Commonwealth. Section 9, beginning with the words "The Constitution of the Commonwealth shall be as follows ...", contains the Constitution of the Commonwealth of Australia. The Constitution itself is divided into eight chapters, containing 128 sections.
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 Chapter I: The Parliament




Chapter I sets up the legislative branch of government, the Parliament of Australia, which consists of three constituent parts: The Sovereign (King or Queen)[image: External link], who is represented by the Governor-General of Australia; the Senate; and the House of Representatives. Section 1 provides that legislative power is vested in this Parliament, which has paramount power of governance.

Part II of this chapter deals with the Senate. Senators are to be "directly chosen by the people of the State", voting as a single electorate. Each Original State is to have the same number of senators. Currently, there are 12 senators for each State, and 2 each for the mainland territories, the Northern Territory and the Australian Capital Territory.

Part III deals with the House of Representatives. As nearly as practicable, Section 24 requires the House to be composed of twice as many members as the Senate, each elected by a single electorate. This is the so-called 'Nexus', which is designed to prevent swamping of the senate's power in the case of a joint sitting (see Section 57 below). The number of electorates in a State is to be (roughly) proportional to its share of the national population.

Part IV ("Both Houses of the Parliament") deals with eligibility for voting and election to the parliament, parliamentary allowances, parliamentary rules and related matters.

Part V deals with the powers of the parliament. Section 51 deals with powers of the Commonwealth parliament and are called "specific powers". These contain "concurrent powers", in the sense that both the Commonwealth and States can legislate on these subjects, although federal law prevails in the case of inconsistency (Section 109[image: External link]). Of the thirty-nine elements of section 51, a few have become critical in determining the scope of Commonwealth government action, including the Trade and Commerce Power[image: External link], the Corporations Power[image: External link] and the External Affairs Power[image: External link]. Section 52 deals with powers exclusively vested in the Commonwealth parliament. States cannot legislate on these subjects.
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 Chapter II: The Executive Government




Chapter II sets up the executive branch of government. Executive powers are exercised by the Governor-General, advised by the Federal Executive Council. Under this Chapter, the Governor-General is the commander in chief, and may appoint and dismiss the members of the Executive Council, ministers of state, and all officers of the executive government. These powers, along with the powers to dissolve (or refuse to dissolve) parliament (Section 5, Section 57), are termed "reserve powers[image: External link]", and their use is dictated by convention. Generally, the Governor-General acts only on the advice of the Prime Minister[image: External link]. One notable instance of the Governor-General acting outside the advice of the Prime Minister of the day, when Governor-General Sir John Kerr, acting on his own authority, dismissed Prime Minister Gough Whitlam in the 1975 Australian constitutional crisis.

Reserve powers in all Westminster nations are only extremely rarely exercised outside of the understood conventions. However, in contrast with the constitutions of other Commonwealth realms such as Canada which formally grant extensive reserve powers to the Monarch, even the formal powers of the Queen of Australia[image: External link] are extremely limited, and most powers are only exercisable by the Governor-General.

Section 68 states that the command of Australia's naval and military forces is vested in the Governor-General as the Queen's representative. This role, however, is only formal (such as the commissioning of officers) and ceremonial; actual control of the armed forces rests with the government.
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Main article: Chapter III Court[image: External link]


Chapter III sets up the judicial[image: External link] branch of government; its provisions create the federal judicature and define the way it operates. Section 71 vests judicial power in a "Federal Supreme Court" to be called the High Court of Australia, and such other federal courts as Parliament creates, and in such other courts as Parliament invests with federal jurisdiction. Such courts are called "Chapter III Courts[image: External link]" and are the only courts that can exercise federal judicial power. Sections 73 and 75–78 outline the original and appellate jurisdiction of the High Court. Section 74 provides for the circumstances in which an appeal can be made to the Queen in Council[image: External link]. Section 79 allows Parliament to prescribe the number of judges able to exercise federal jurisdiction and section 80 guarantees trial by jury[image: External link] for indictable offences[image: External link] against the Commonwealth.
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Chapter IV deals with finance and trade in the federal system. Section 81 prescribes that all Commonwealth revenue shall form the Consolidated Revenue Fund. Parliament can make laws as to the appropriations of money (Section 53). Unlike most other powers of the parliament, laws made under the appropriations power are not ordinarily susceptible to effective legal challenge. Section 90 gives the Commonwealth exclusive power over duties of custom and excise.

Section 92[image: External link] provides that "trade, commerce, and intercourse among the States shall be absolutely free". The precise meaning of this phrase is the subject of a considerable body of law. Some of the most recent case law has emphasised that Section 92 is preoccupied with the effect of law on interstate trade, not on the effect law has on individual traders.[6]

Section 96 gives the Commonwealth power to make grants to States "on such terms and conditions as the Parliament thinks fit". This power has been held to be unconstrained by any other provision, such as Section 99 which forbids giving preference to one State or part thereof over another State or part thereof. It is subject only to Section 116, freedom of religion[image: External link], and possibly other such freedoms. This power, although evidently envisaged as a temporary measure ("during a period of ten years ... and thereafter until the Parliament otherwise provides"), has been used by the Commonwealth to encourage co-operation by the States to various extents over the years.

Section 101 sets up an Inter-State Commission[image: External link], a body which is now defunct, but which was originally envisaged to have a significant role in the federal structure.
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Chapter V contains provisions dealing with the States and their role under the federal system. Sections 106–108 preserves the Constitution, powers of the Parliament, and the laws in force of each of the States.

Section 109[image: External link] provides that, where a State law is inconsistent with a federal law, the federal law prevails (to the extent of the inconsistency).

Section 111 provides that a State can surrender any part of the State to the Commonwealth. This has occurred on several occasions, most notably the surrender by South Australia to the Commonwealth of the Northern Territory.

Section 114 forbids any State from raising a military force, and also forbids the State or the Commonwealth from taxing each other's property.

Section 116[image: External link] establishes what is often called "freedom of religion", by forbidding the Commonwealth from making any law for the establishment of a religion, imposing any religious observance, or prohibiting the exercise of a religion, or religious discrimination for public office.
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Chapter VI allows for the establishment or admission of new states. Section 122 allows the Parliament to provide for the representation in Parliament of any territory surrendered by the States, or placed by the Queen in the authority of the Commonwealth. Section 123 requires that changing the boundaries of a State requires the consent of the Parliament of that State and approval by referendum in that State.

No new states have been admitted to the Commonwealth since federation.
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 Chapter VII: Miscellaneous




Chapter VII contains three quite different provisions. Section 125 provides that the seat of government of the Commonwealth would be in Melbourne for the time being, but eventually in Commonwealth territory, to be created within New South Wales but no less than one hundred miles (160 km) from Sydney. The national capital would thus be neither of the rival State capitals Sydney and Melbourne, but within a federal territory. In 1911 New South Wales ceded to the Commonwealth what is now the Australian Capital Territory and Canberra[image: External link], built within it, was declared the national capital in 1913. Section 126 permits the Governor-General to appoint deputies. Section 127[image: External link] provided that "aboriginal natives"[image: External link] were not to be included in any Commonwealth, State or other count of population. This excluded the Indigenous population from affecting the distribution between the States of seats in the House of Representatives (section 24). Section 127 was removed by referendum[image: External link] in 1967.[7]
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 Chapter VIII: Alteration of the Constitution




Main article: Chapter VIII of the Constitution of Australia[image: External link]


Chapter VIII specifies the procedures for amending the Constitution. Section 128 provides that constitutional amendments must be approved by a referendum[image: External link]. Amendment requires:


	approval of a referendum bill, containing the proposed amendment, by an absolute majority in each house of the federal parliament; and then

	approval of the bill in a referendum, by a majority of electors in each of a majority of the States (that is, in at least four of the six States), as well as a majority nationwide (that is, comprising voters in both States and Territories); the franchise in a referendum is to be the same as that in an election to the House of Representatives.



The Governor-General must put the bill to a referendum between two and six months after it has been passed by the parliament. If the bill is approved in the referendum, it receives the Royal Assent[image: External link] and becomes law, so that the wording of the Constitution is changed.

An exception to this process is if the bill is approved by only one house of the parliament—the other house rejecting it, failing to pass it or passing it with amendments to which the first house does not agree. (Ordinarily, the bill would have been introduced in the House of Representatives; the problem would be disagreement by the Senate.) Then, after three months, the first house may pass the bill again. If the other house still does not agree with the bill, then the Governor-General may put the bill to a referendum in the form in which it was passed by the first house, with any amendments to which the two houses may nevertheless have agreed.

Section 128 also provides that an amendment that would reduce the representation of a State in either house, or its minimum representation in the House of Representatives, or that would alter the boundaries of a State or make any similar change to the State, can be presented for Royal Assent only if it has been approved in that State.

A mechanism for the conduct of a referendum is provided by federal statute: Referendum (Machinery Provisions) Act 1984 (Cth).[8] As with elections, voting is compulsory.
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See also: Oath of Allegiance (Australia)[image: External link]


The Schedule sets out the wording of the oath and the affirmation of allegiance. The Governor-General and members of parliament are required to make a solemn undertaking of allegiance, by oath or affirmation as prescribed by the Constitution. In addition, when taking office, the Governor-General is required to take an oath of office, currently:


I, (name), do swear that I will well and truly serve Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth the Second, Her heirs and successors according to law, in the office of Governor-General of the Commonwealth of Australia, and I will do right to all manner of people after the laws and usages of the Commonwealth of Australia, without fear or favour, affection or ill will. So help me God!



The oath or affirmation of office[image: External link] made by a prime minister, ministers and parliamentary secretaries when entering office is in wording that is not prescribed in the Constitution but determined by the prime minister of the day, and administered to them by the Governor-General. While there is no legal requirement for this, it has been the practice from the inauguration of the Commonwealth in 1901.[9]
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Main article: Referendums in Australia[image: External link]


As mentioned above, amendment of the Constitution requires a referendum in which the proposed amendment is approved by a majority in each of a majority of the States, as well as nationally.

Forty-four proposals to amend the Constitution have been voted on at referendums, of which eight have been approved. The following is a list of amendments which have been approved.


	
1906[image: External link] – Senate Elections[image: External link] – amended Section 13 to slightly alter the length and dates of Senators' terms of office.

	
1910[image: External link] – State Debts[image: External link] – amended Section 105 to extend the power of the Commonwealth to take over pre-existing state debts to debts incurred by a state at any time.

	
1928[image: External link] – State Debts[image: External link] – inserted Section 105A to ensure the constitutional validity of the Financial Agreement reached between the Commonwealth and State governments in 1927.

	
1946[image: External link] – Social Services[image: External link] – inserted Section 51 (xxiiiA) to extend the power of the Commonwealth government over a range of social services.

	
1967[image: External link] – Aborigines[image: External link] – amended Section 51 (xxvi) to extend the power of the Commonwealth government to legislate for people of any race to Aborigines[image: External link]; repealed Section 127 which stated that "In reckoning the numbers of the people of the Commonwealth, or of a State or other part of the Commonwealth, aboriginal natives shall not be counted."

	
1977[image: External link]

	
Senate Casual Vacancies[image: External link] – part of the political fallout of the constitutional crisis of 1975; formalised the convention, broken in 1975, that when a casual vacancy[image: External link] arises in the Senate, the state parliament concerned, if it chooses to fill the vacancy, must choose the replacement from the same party as the departing Senator if that party still exists.

	
Referendums[image: External link] – amended Section 128 to allow residents of the Territories[image: External link] to vote in referendums, and be counted towards the national total.

	
Retirement of Judges[image: External link] – amended Section 72 to create a retirement age of 70 for judges in federal courts[image: External link].
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Alongside the text of the Constitution, the Statute of Westminster and the Australia Acts, and letters patent[image: External link] issued by the Crown, conventions[image: External link] are an important aspect of the Constitution, which have evolved over the decades and define how various constitutional mechanisms operate in practice.

Conventions play a powerful role in the operation of the Australian constitution because of its set-up and operation as a Westminster system[image: External link] of responsible government. Some notable conventions include:


	While the constitution does not formally create the office of Prime Minister of Australia[image: External link], such an office developed a de facto existence as head of the cabinet. The Prime Minister is seen as the head of government.

	While there are few constitutional restrictions on the power of the Governor-General, by convention the Governor-General acts on the advice of the Prime Minister.



However, because conventions are not textually based, their existence and practice are open to debate. Real or alleged violation of convention has often led to political controversy. The most extreme case was the Australian constitutional crisis of 1975[image: External link], in which the operation of conventions was seriously tested. The ensuing constitutional crisis was resolved dramatically when the Governor-General Sir John Kerr[image: External link] dismissed the Labor Prime Minister Gough Whitlam, appointing Malcolm Fraser[image: External link] as caretaker Prime Minister pending the 1975 general election. A number of conventions were said to be broken during this episode. These include:


	The convention that, when the Senator from a particular State vacates his or her position during the term of office, the State government concerned would nominate a replacement from the same political party as the departing Senator. This convention was allegedly broken by first the Lewis[image: External link] government of New South Wales and then by the Bjelke-Petersen[image: External link] government of Queensland who both filled Labor vacancies with an independent and a Labor member opposed to the Whitlam government respectively.[10]





	Note: The convention was codified into the Constitution via the national referendum of 1977[image: External link]. The amendment requires the new Senator to be from the same party as the old one and would have prevented the appointment by Lewis, but not that by Bjelke-Petersen. However, the amendment states of the appointee that if "before taking his seat he ceases to be a member of that party...he shall be deemed not to have been so chosen or appointed". Bjelke-Petersen appointee Albert Patrick Field[image: External link] was expelled from the Labor Party before taking his seat and would therefore have been ineligible under the new constitutional amendment.[11]





	The convention that, when the Senate is controlled by a party which does not simultaneously control the House of Representatives, the Senate would not vote against money supply[image: External link] to the government. This convention was allegedly broken by the Senate controlled by the Liberal-Country party coalition in 1975.[10]


	The convention that a Prime Minister who cannot obtain supply must either request that the governor general call a general election, or resign. This convention was allegedly broken by Gough Whitlam in response to the Senate's unprecedented refusal.[12]
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Main article: Australian constitutional law


In line with the common law[image: External link] tradition in Australia, the law on the interpretation and application of the Constitution has developed largely through judgments by the High Court of Australia in various cases. In a number of seminal cases, the High Court has developed several doctrines which underlie the interpretation of the Australian Constitution. Some examples include:


	
Separation of powers – The three separate chapters dealing with the three branches of government implies a separation of powers[image: External link], similar to that of the United States, but unusual for a government within the Westminster system[image: External link].[13] Thus, for example, the legislature cannot purport to predetermine the legal outcome, or to change the direction or outcome, of a court case.

	
Division of powers[image: External link] – Powers of government are divided between the Commonwealth and the State governments, with certain powers being exclusive to the Commonwealth, others being concurrently exercised, and the remainder being held by the States.

	
Intergovernmental immunities[image: External link] – Although the Engineers' Case[image: External link][14] held that there was no general immunity between State and Commonwealth governments from each other's laws, the Commonwealth cannot enact taxation laws that discriminated between the States or parts of the States (Section 51(ii)), nor enact laws that discriminated against the States, or such as to prevent a State from continuing to exist and function as a state (Melbourne Corporation v Commonwealth[image: External link]).[15]




The vast majority of constitutional cases before the High Court deal with characterisation[image: External link]: whether new laws fall within a permissible head of power granted to the Commonwealth government by the Constitution.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Protection of rights





	See also Australian constitutional law – Protection of rights[image: External link]



The Australian Constitution does not include a Bill of Rights[image: External link]. Some delegates to the 1898 Constitutional Convention favoured a section similar to the Bill of Rights of the United States Constitution[image: External link], but the majority felt that the traditional rights and freedoms of British subjects were sufficiently guaranteed by the Parliamentary system and independent judiciary which the Constitution would create. As a result, the Australian Constitution has often been criticised for its scant protection of rights and freedoms.

Some express rights were, however, included:


	
Right to trial by jury – Section 80 creates a right to trial by jury[image: External link] for indictable offences against Commonwealth law. However, the Commonwealth is left free to make any offence, no matter how serious the punishment, triable otherwise than on indictment. As Justice Higgins[image: External link] said in R v Archdall (1928): "if there be an indictment, there must be a jury, but there is nothing to compel procedure by indictment".[16] In later cases, the High Court has split: some judges have attempted to find a right, on the basis that no constitutional provision may be understood in a way that renders it empty; others have thought that this would inject content, beyond the boundaries of judicial interpretation.[17] The Court has been flexible on the meaning of "jury": there will be a "jury", although not all members are male as would have been the Framers' understanding; but there will not a valid decision by a jury, if there is a majority verdict (even though that is permitted in some states). In practice, however, no major issue of abuse of this uncertainty has been raised.

	
Right to just compensation – Section 51(xxxi) creates a right to compensation "on just terms" for "acquisition of property" by the Commonwealth from any state or person.[18] The "acquisition of property", itself, is not restricted, but the High Court has understood the expression broadly so as to give a broad entitlement to compensation.

	
Right against discrimination on the basis of out-of-State residence – Section 117 prohibits disability or discrimination in one state against a resident of another state. This is interpreted widely: the restriction will be invalid if it treats an out-of-state resident more onerously than if they were resident within the state.[19] However, it does not prohibit states from imposing residential requirements where these are required by the State's autonomy and its responsibility to its people; a state may, for example, permit only residents to vote in state elections.



There are also some guaranteed freedoms, reasons why legislation that might otherwise be within power may nonetheless be invalid. These are not rights of individuals, but limitations upon legislative power. However, where legislation that would adversely affect an individual is found to be invalid for such a reason, the effect for the individual is similar to vindicating a right of that individual. There is one express "freedom".


	
Freedom of religion – Section 116 creates a freedom of religion, by prohibiting the Commonwealth (but not the states) from making "any law for establishing any religion, or for imposing any religious observance, or for prohibiting the free exercise of any religion". This section is based on the First Amendment[image: External link] to the US Constitution, but is weaker in operation. As the states retain all powers they had as colonies before federation, except for those explicitly given to the Commonwealth, this section does not affect the states' powers to legislate on religion. Section 116 has never been successfully invoked. A deterrent to invoking it is, as the High Court has found, the uncertain meaning of "religion".



There is also one implied right that is agreed upon by a majority judgment of the High Court. An implied right is one that is not written explicitly into the wording of the Constitution, but that the High Court has found to be implied by reading two or more sections together. The implied right of freedom of political communication is discussed below.

In addition to individual rights explicitly written into the Constitution and found to be implied by sections within it there is a final category of rights known as 'structural protections'. Rather than being individual rights, these are broad protections for the community as a whole, taken from the systems and principles created by and underpinning the text and structure of the Constitution as a whole. One of the more well-known of these protections is the community right to a democratically elected parliament, commonly thought of as a limited "right" to vote, which is discussed below.

The following are implied rights or freedoms:


	
Implied freedom of political communication – In 1992 and 1994, the High Court found that the Constitution contained an "implied freedom of political communication", in a series of cases including Australian Capital Television[image: External link][20] and Theophanous[image: External link].[21] These were majority decisions, but the existence of the freedom was unanimously confirmed in Lange v ABC[image: External link].[22] Rejecting wider suggestions in the earlier cases, Lange decided that the freedom can be found only in the "text and structure" of the Constitution and not by reference to any general legal or political principles, for example that of "democracy". In these terms, the freedom was found to be a necessary concomitant of the provision in Constitution sections 7 and 24 that the houses of the Commonwealth parliament shall be "chosen by the people"; the people must not be restricted from communicating with each other and with their representatives on all matters that may be relevant to that choice. The freedom was deemed to extend into the states and territories, on the basis that nationally there is a single sphere of political communication. The US First Amendment[image: External link] refers to "speech", which may be oral or written but is limited as to protection of non-verbal expression (such as burning a draft card). The High Court has avoided that limitation by preferring the broader term "communication".[23] Nonetheless, the freedom is not absolute: legislation that "burdens" the freedom of political communication will nevertheless be valid if it "proportionately" pursues some other legitimate purpose (such as public safety).

	
Implied right to vote – In 2007, in Roach v Electoral Commissioner[image: External link],[24] the High Court held that Constitution ss7 and 24, by providing that members of the House of Representatives and the Senate be "directly chosen by the people", created a limited right to vote. This entailed the guarantee of a universal franchise[image: External link] in principle, and limited the Federal Parliament's legislative power to modify that universal franchise. In the case, a legislative amendment to disqualify from voting all prisoners (as opposed to only those serving sentences of three years or more, as it was before the amendment) was struck down as contravening that right. The structural protection of a democratically elected parliament prevents the Commonwealth from taking away the right to vote from sections of the community without a substantial and legitimate reason, but it does not grant each and every individual a "right" to vote in elections. The issue of implied right to vote came up again in Rowe v Electoral Commissioner.[25]




Attempts in High Court cases to find further implied rights or freedoms have not been successful. Implication of a freedom of association and a freedom of assembly, independently or linked to that of political communication, has received occasional judicial support but not from a majority in any case.
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 Head of state




See also: Australian head of state dispute[image: External link]


The term head of state[image: External link] does not appear in the Australian constitution. It is conventionally acknowledged to be the Queen, since the governor-general and the state governors are defined as her "representatives".[26][27] However, since the governor-general is given important constitutional powers, the governor-general is often referred to as head of state in political and media discussion, such as by Malcolm Turnbull and Kevin Rudd[image: External link].
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 Proposals for major changes




Amongst the amendments proposed to the Constitution over the years, two proposals for major change have been prominent in recent decades, and both were considered, and defeated, in the 1999 referendum.
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Main article: Australian referendum, 1999 (Preamble)[image: External link]


While a pro forma preamble[image: External link] prefaces the Imperial Commonwealth of Australia Constitution Act 1900, the Australian Constitution itself does not contain a preamble[image: External link]. There have been some calls for the insertion of such a section to express the spirit and aspirations embodied in the constitution. However, there has been fierce opposition, usually on the basis of the content of the preamble, as well as possible legal ramifications of this text. In 1999, a proposed preamble, principally authored by John Howard[image: External link], the then Prime Minister[image: External link], was defeated in a referendum held concurrently with the Republic referendum[image: External link]. The "Yes" vote (in favour of the insertion of the preamble) did not achieve a majority in any of the six states.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Republic proposals




Main article: Republicanism in Australia[image: External link]


At various times since Federation, debates have occurred over whether Australia should become a republic. On 6 November 1999, Australians rejected a proposal[image: External link] to remove the Queen and replace the Governor-General with a President appointed by a two-thirds majority of the members of the Commonwealth Parliament.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Commemoration




Constitution Day is celebrated on 9 July,[28] the date the Constitution became law in 1900. The date is not a public holiday. Constitution Day was first held on 9 July 2000 to mark the centenary of the Constitution in the lead up to the Centenary of Federation, although commemorations were low key and were not widely held after 2001. Constitution Day was revived in 2007 and is jointly organised by the National Archives of Australia, which holds the original Constitution documents, and the Department of Immigration and Citizenship[image: External link].[29]
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	Constitutional economics[image: External link]

	Constitutionalism[image: External link]

	Process model (Australia)[image: External link]

	Secessionism in Western Australia[image: External link]

	State constitution (Australia)[image: External link]
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^ In Australian law, legislation which was enacted by the British parliament and which has or had effect in Australia by paramount force (or was subsequently received into Australian law) is referred to as "imperial" law, denoted with the "(Imp)" abbreviation when citing legislation by its short title.


	
^ R v Foreign Secretary; Ex parte Indian Association [1982] QB 892 at 928; approved by the High Court of Australia in Sue v Hill [1999] HCA 30[image: External link]; 199 CLR 462 at [57].


	
^ The High Court's jurisdiction is under s.30, and the Federal Court's s.39B, of the Judiciary Act 1903[image: External link] (Cth).


	
^ While the Act was (when enacted) directed towards the then-colonies of New South Wales, Victoria, South Australia (including the Northern Territory), Queensland, and Tasmania, and (if it so chose) Western Australia and (if admitted) New Zealand and other colonies or territories, subsequent changes in the constitutional arrangements of Australia mean that the territorial extent of the British Act is now restricted to the UK: Legislation UK: Commonwealth of Australia Constitution Act 1900, showing Geographical Extent[image: External link].


	
^ Spry, Max (1995–96). "The Executive Power of the commonwealth: its scope and limits"[image: External link]. Research Paper 28 Last reviewed 19 July 2004 by the Parliamentary Library Web Manager. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 8 March 2016.
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^ "Oaths and affirmations made by the executive and members of federal parliament since 1901"[image: External link]. Parliamentary Library, Department of Parliamentary Services. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 7 March 2016.


	
^ a b Gough Whitlam. The Truth of the Matter. Penguin. 1979 (Reprint: Melbourne University Press. 2005.)


	
^ "Reflections from the Seventies (transcript)"[image: External link]. ABC TV[image: External link] Four Corners[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 9 January 2009.


	
^ "Sir John Kerr's Statement of Reasons"[image: External link]. 11 November 1975. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 16 April 2016.


	
^ R v Kirby; Ex parte Boilermakers' Society of Australia [1956] HCA 10[image: External link]; HCA 10]; 94 CLR 254.
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^ Commonwealth of Australia Constitution s 51 [1][image: External link].
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^ Levy v Victoria [1997] HCA 31[image: External link]; 189 CLR 579; see also Coleman v Power [2004] HCA 39[image: External link]; 220 CLR 1.
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^ Constitution, s 2; Australia Act 1986 (Cth and UK), s 7.
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Statute of Westminster Adoption Act 1942






The Statute of Westminster Adoption Act 1942 is an Act[image: External link] of the Australian Parliament that formally adopted the Statute of Westminster 1931, an Act of the British Imperial Parliament[image: External link] enabling the legislative independence of the various self-governing Dominions of the British Empire. The Statute of Westminster allowed the Dominion parliaments and governments to act independently of the British Parliament[image: External link] and Government[image: External link].

The Act is more important for its symbolic value than for the legal effect of its provisions. While Australia's growing independence from the United Kingdom was well accepted, the adoption of the Statute of Westminster formally demonstrated Australia's independence to the world. It also symbolised the shift in Australia's foreign policy from a focus on the United Kingdom to the United States.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Background




Australia's progression to effective independence was gradual and largely without incident (with few exceptions such as the Eureka Stockade[image: External link]).

New South Wales was founded as a British colony in Sydney in 1788. Other colonies split away from New South Wales or were separately established over the Australian continent in the ensuing decades. The colonies became self-governing[image: External link] during the second half of the 19th century, starting with Victoria in 1852, although well before this time, all of the colonies had non-elected Legislative Councils to advise their respective Governors on matters of administration.

When the Commonwealth of Australia[image: External link] was formed with federation of the six colonies in 1901, following royal assent of the Commonwealth of Australia Act 1900, it became classified as a Dominion of the British Empire. This accorded Australia somewhat greater independence. After the end of World War I[image: External link], each of the Dominions (including Australia, Canada, New Zealand and South Africa but not Newfoundland) independently signed the Treaty of Versailles[image: External link], but under the collective umbrella of the British Empire, and each became a founding member of the League of Nations[image: External link] in its own right. This was an important international demonstration of the independence of the Dominions.
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 The Statute of Westminster




During the 1926 Imperial Conference[image: External link], the governments of the Dominions and of the United Kingdom endorsed the Balfour Declaration of 1926[image: External link], which declared that the Dominions were autonomous members of the British Empire, equal to each other and to the United Kingdom. The Statute of Westminster 1931 gave legal effect to the Balfour Declaration and other decisions made at the Imperial Conferences. Most importantly, it declared that the Parliament of the United Kingdom[image: External link] no longer had any legislative authority over the Dominions. Previously, the Dominions were legally colonies of the United Kingdom, and thus had no legal international status. The Statute made the Dominions de jure independent nations.

The Statute took effect immediately over Canada, South Africa and the Irish Free State. However, Australia, New Zealand and Newfoundland had to ratify the Statute through legislation before it would apply to them. Canada also requested certain exemptions from the Statute in regard to the Canadian Constitution[image: External link].

Australian politicians initially resisted ratification of the Statute. John Latham[image: External link], the Attorney-General and Minister for External Affairs under Prime Minister Joseph Lyons[image: External link], was particularly opposed to ratifying the Statute, because he thought it would weaken military and political ties with the United Kingdom. Latham had attended both the 1926 Imperial Conference and the 1919 Paris Peace Conference[image: External link], and he had much experience in international affairs. He preferred that the relationship between the United Kingdom and the Dominions not be codified in legislation.

However, other politicians supported the Statute, and the new independence it gave to Australia.

In 1930, shortly before the Statute was enacted, the Labor Prime Minister James Scullin[image: External link] recommended Sir Isaac Isaacs[image: External link] (then the Chief Justice of Australia) as the Governor-General of Australia, to replace Lord Stonehaven[image: External link]. This was a departure from previous practice whereby the British monarch[image: External link], acting on the advice of the British prime minister, would offer the Australian prime minister a number of choices for the position. However, the Australian prime minister, acting in line with the principles of the Balfour Declaration permitting Dominion governments to look after their own affairs, insisted on the appointment of Isaacs. Although King George V[image: External link] disapproved of Isaacs, the 1930 Imperial Conference[image: External link] upheld the procedure under the declaration, and so the King appointed Isaacs. The other Dominions supported this demonstration of political independence.
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 Adoption




Four successive Prime Ministers[image: External link] – James Scullin[image: External link], Joseph Lyons[image: External link], Robert Menzies[image: External link] and Arthur Fadden[image: External link] – did not adopt the Statute. John Curtin[image: External link], who became prime minister eight weeks before the Imperial Japanese Navy[image: External link]'s attack on Pearl Harbor[image: External link], was finally prompted to adopt the Statute in 1942 after the Fall of Singapore[image: External link] and the sinking of the HMS Prince of Wales and HMS Repulse[image: External link]. Prior conservative governments had asserted that British military forces would be able to protect Australia, but Curtin, along with External Affairs Minister Dr H. V. Evatt[image: External link], thought that focusing on an alliance with the United States would be more valuable.

Before the 1940s, the United Kingdom had managed Australia's foreign relations as a matter of course. Curtin's decision to formally adopt the Statute of Westminster in late 1942 was a demonstration to the international community that Australia was an independent nation.

The immediate prompt for the adoption of the Statute of Westminster was the death sentence imposed on two homosexual Australian sailors for the murder of their crewmate committed on HMAS Australia[image: External link] in 1942. Since 7 November 1939, the Royal Australian Navy had operated subject to British imperial law, under which the two men were sentenced to death. It was argued that this would not have been their sentence if Australian law had applied, but the only way for the Australian government to get the sentences altered was by directly petitioning the King, who commuted them to life imprisonment. Adopting the Statute of Westminster, so that Australia became able to amend applicable imperial law, avoided a potential repetition of this situation. The men's sentences were later further reduced.[1][2]
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 Provisions of the Act




The act had just three sections, one setting out the short title[image: External link], one declaring that the Act was to come into operation as soon as it received Royal Assent[image: External link], and one declaring that the Statute of Westminster had been adopted, and was considered to have had effect since 3 September 1939, the beginning of World War II.[3] For a simple Act, it had a significant effect.

Section 2 of the Statute of Westminster abrogated the effect of the Colonial Laws Validity Act[image: External link] of 1865, and adopting it meant that laws made by the Parliament of Australia which were repugnant to British laws were no longer invalid. Section 4 of the Statute provided that laws made by the Parliament of the United Kingdom[image: External link] would only have effect on a Dominion at the request of the government of that Dominion.

Section 5 of the Statute removed British control over merchant shipping[image: External link] in Australian waters. Section 6 removed the British monarch's power to reserve certain legislation for his or her own consideration,[4] rather than simply allowing the Governor-General to give the Royal Assent on the monarch's behalf.
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The Australia Act 1986 is the name given to a pair of separate but related pieces of legislation: one an Act[image: External link] of the Commonwealth (i.e. federal) Parliament of Australia, the other an Act of the Parliament of the United Kingdom[image: External link]. While each Act gives its short title as "Australia Act 1986", in Australia they are referred to, respectively, as the Australia Act 1986 (Cth) and the Australia Act 1986 (UK). These nearly identical Acts were passed by the two parliaments, to come into effect simultaneously, because of uncertainty as to which of the two parliaments had the ultimate authority to do so.

The Australia Act (Cth and UK) eliminated the remaining possibilities for the UK to legislate with effect in Australia, for the UK to be involved in Australian government, and for an appeal from any Australian court to a British court.[1]
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 UK and Australian legislation




The Commonwealth of Australia was formed in 1901 by federation of six British colonies, each of which became a State. The Commonwealth Constitution provided for a Commonwealth Parliament, with legislative power on a range of specified topics, leaving the residue of legislative power to the States. That constitution was (and still is) contained in a British statute.[2] The United Kingdom Parliament retained ultimate legislative power in relation to Australia.

The UK Parliament's power to legislate with effect for the Commonwealth itself was mostly ended with the Statute of Westminster 1931, when adopted by Australia in 1942 retroactive to 1939.[3] The Statute provided (s 4) that no future UK Act would apply to a Dominion (of which Australia was one) as part of its law unless the Act expressly declared that the Dominion had requested and consented to it. Until then, Australia had legally been a self-governing colony of the United Kingdom, but with the adoption of the Statute became a (mostly) sovereign nation.

However, s 4 of the Statute only affected UK laws that were to apply as part of Australian Commonwealth law, not UK laws that were to apply as part of the law of any Australian State[image: External link]. Thus, the Parliament of the United Kingdom still had the power to legislate for the states and territories. In practice, however, this power was almost never exercised. For example, in a referendum on secession[image: External link] in Western Australia in April 1933, 68% of voters favoured seceding from Australia and becoming a separate Dominion. The state government sent a delegation to Westminster to request that this result be enacted into law, but the British government refused to intervene on the grounds that this was a matter for the Australian government. As a result of this decision in London, no action was taken in Canberra[image: External link] or Perth.

The Australia Act ended all power of the UK Parliament to legislate with effect in Australia – that is, "as part of the law of" the Commonwealth, a State or a Territory (s 1). Conversely, no future law of a State would be void for inconsistency with (being "repugnant to") any UK law applying with "paramount force" in Australia; a State (like the Commonwealth) would have power to repeal or amend such an existing UK law so far as it applied to the State (s 3). State laws would no longer be subject to disallowance or suspension by the Queen (s 8) – a power that, anomalously, remains for Commonwealth legislation (Constitution ss 59 and 60).[4]
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 Government in Australian states




Similarly, the Australia Act removed the power of the British government to be involved in the governing of an Australian State (ss 7 and 10). Specifically, only the State Premier could now advise the Queen on appointment or removal of a State Governor. Nonetheless, the Queen could still exercise any of her powers with respect to the State if she was "personally present" in the State.[5]
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 Appeals to the Privy Council




At federation in 1901, the supreme court of each colony became the supreme court of that State. In 1903, a High Court of Australia was established, one of whose functions was to hear appeals from the State supreme courts. The draft of the Constitution, that was put to voters in the various colonies and presented to the British government for embodiment in UK legislation, was that there was to be no appeal from the High Court to the Privy Council[image: External link] in any matter involving the interpretation of the Constitution or of the Constitution of a State, unless it involved the interests of some other dominion.[6] However, the British insisted on a compromise.[7][8] Section 74 of the Constitution as enacted by the Imperial Parliament,[9] provided two possibilities of appeal. There could be an appeal if the High Court issued a certificate that it was appropriate for the Privy Council to determine an inter se[image: External link] matter, i.e. a matter that concerned the constitutional relations between the Commonwealth and one or more States or between two or more States. And there could be an appeal with permission of the Privy Council. The Commonwealth Parliament was empowered to legislate to limit the latter path and it did so in 1968 and 1975;[10][11] but legislation could only limit, not abolish.

Predictably, the High Court proved reluctant to grant certificates for appeal to the Privy Council. The discretion was exercised only once, in 1912.[12] In 1961, delivering on behalf of the whole Court a brief dismissal of an application for a certificate, Chief Justice Sir Owen Dixon[image: External link] said: "experience shows – and that experience was anticipated when s. 74 was enacted – that it is only those who dwell under a Federal Constitution who can become adequately qualified to interpret and apply its provisions".[13] In 1985, the High Court unanimously observed that the power to grant such a certificate "has long since been spent" and is "obsolete".[14]

Although the path of appeal from the High Court to the Privy Council had been effectively blocked, the High Court could not block appeals from State supreme courts directly to the Privy Council. Nor did the Constitution limit, or provide for legislation to limit, such appeals. The expense of any appeal to the Privy Council in London had been a deterrent: in any year, there had never been more than a handful.[15] Nonetheless, by the 1980s the possibility of appeal from a State supreme court was seen as outdated. In addition, in 1978 confusion over the relative precedential value of High Court and Privy Council decisions had been introduced when the High Court ruled that it would no longer be bound by Privy Council decisions.[16]

Constitution s 74 has not been amended, and the Constitution cannot be amended by legislation.[4] Nonetheless, s 11 of the Australia Act goes as far as legislatively possible, to make s 74 a dead letter. Thus, for practical purposes, the Australia Act has eliminated the remaining methods of appeal to the Privy Council.[17]
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 Passage and proclamation of the Act




The plan to revamp both federal and State constitutional arrangements required each State parliament to pass its own enabling legislation. The long title of these State Acts (such as the Australia Acts (Request) Act 1985 of New South Wales) was "An Act to enable the constitutional arrangements affecting the Commonwealth and the States to be brought into conformity with the status of the Commonwealth of Australia as a sovereign, independent and federal nation". The body of each State Act set out the State's "request and consent" as to both the Australian and the UK versions of the Australia Act.

The Governor-General of Australia, Sir Ninian Stephen[image: External link], assented to the Australia Act (Cth) "In the name of Her Majesty" on 4 December 1985.[18] However, Queen Elizabeth II was to visit Australia early in 1986 and, in acknowledgement of Australian sensibilities, it was arranged that she would assent to both versions of the Act and then proclaim them so that they would come into force at the same moment in both countries. She assented to the Australia Act 1986 (UK) on 17 February 1986 and on 24 February proclaimed that it would come into force at 0500 Greenwich Mean Time[image: External link] on 3 March.[19] Then, visiting Australia[image: External link], at a ceremony held in Government House, Canberra[image: External link], on 2 March 1986 the Queen[image: External link] signed a proclamation that the Australia Act (Cth) would come into force at 0500 GMT on 3 March.[20] Thus, according to both UK law and Australian law, the two versions of the Australia Act would commence simultaneously—the UK version at 0500 GMT in the UK and, according to the time difference, the Australian version at 1600 AEST in Canberra.[21] The ceremony was presided over by the Australian Prime Minister, Bob Hawke, to whom Elizabeth presented the signed copy of the proclamation, along with the Assent original of the UK Act (image above).[22]

At the time, the Commonwealth, State and UK Acts were known as the "Australia Acts". However, the State Acts have performed their function and the expression "Australia Act(s)" is now used to refer only to the Commonwealth and UK Acts.
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 The Act and Australian independence




The principal difference between the Commonwealth and UK versions of the Australia Act lies in the reference, appearing in the long title and preamble to the Commonwealth version but not present in the UK version, to Australia as "a sovereign, independent and federal nation". While this might be understood as a declaration of independence, it can also be understood as an acknowledgement that Australia was already independent, leaving open the question of when independence had been attained. There is no earlier declaration or grant of independence.

The High Court in Sue v Hill[image: External link] in 1999[23] did not rely upon the long title or the preamble, which conventionally do not have force of law. But it decided that the effect of the Australia Act 1986 (Cth) was that, at least from the date when the Act came into operation, Britain had become a "foreign power" within the meaning of Constitution section 44(i)[image: External link], so that a parliamentary candidate who had British nationality was ineligible to be a member of the Commonwealth Parliament.

That view was taken in Sue v Hill by three members of the Court, supported with misgivings by one other member. One of those who did not find it necessary to express an opinion on this point, Justice Michael Kirby[image: External link], was in a later case to deliver a dissent in which he argued that the Australia Act 1986 (Cth) was invalid.[24] Constitution s 106 guarantees that a State constitution may be altered only in accordance with its own provisions,[25] hence not by the Commonwealth Parliament. However, both versions of the Australia Act contain amendments to the constitutions of Queensland (s 13) and Western Australia (s 14). In Kirby J's view in Marquet (2003),[24] this was inconsistent with Constitution s 106, so that the Australia Act (Cth) was not a valid exercise of Commonwealth legislative power. A majority, however, thought that it was sufficient that the Act had been passed in reliance on Constitution s 51(xxxviii), which gives the Commonwealth parliament power to legislate at the request of the State parliaments.

Soon afterwards, however, in Shaw (2003),[26] the whole Court (including Kirby) took a more comprehensive view: that the Australia Act in its two versions, together with the State request and consent legislation, amounted to establishing Australian independence at the date when the Australia Act (Cth) came into operation, 3 March 1986.
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 See also





	Australia: Constitution of Australia


	Canada: Canada Act 1982[image: External link]; Constitution Act 1982[image: External link]


	New Zealand: New Zealand Constitution Act 1986[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ The Australian version has not been amended since; the UK version has been amended only as to an element of UK law, without effect in Australia.


	
^ Commonwealth of Australia Constitution Act 1900[image: External link], referred to in Australia as (UK) or (Imp), for "Imperial". It continues to apply in Australia by "paramount force" or by adoption.


	
^ Statute of Westminster Adoption Act 1942 (Cth) Federal Register of Legislation[image: External link]; the adoption was backdated, with mainly symbolic effect, to the outbreak of World War II in 1939.


	
^ a b Neither version of the Australia Act could change the Constitution; that can be done only through a national referendum, under Constitution s 128[image: External link]. The referendum process[image: External link] is very difficult; as of 2011, only 8 out of 44 proposals put to referendum have been approved.


	
^ There is no equivalent provision as to the Commonwealth. However, for both the Commonwealth and the States, constitutional convention effectively excludes the monarch from any personal exercise of governmental power. The 1986 proclamation was an exception, approved by Australian ministers.


	
^ See for example "Australasian Federation Enabling Act 1899 No 2 (NSW)"[image: External link] (PDF). NSW Parliamentary Council's Office.


	
^ JA La Nauze (1972). The Making of the Australian Constitution. Melbourne University Press. p. 253.


	
^ John M Williams (2015). "Ch 5 The Griffith Court". In Dixon, R; Williams, G[image: External link]. The High Court, the Constitution and Australian Politics[image: External link]. Cambridge University Press. ISBN  9781107043664[image: External link].


	
^ "Commonwealth of Australia Constitution Act 1900 (Imp)"[image: External link] (PDF).


	
^ Privy Council (Limitation of Appeals) Act 1968 (Cth)[image: External link], which ended all appeals to the Privy Council in matters involving federal legislation


	
^ Privy Council (Appeals from the High Court) Act 1975 (Cth)[image: External link], which prohibited almost all types of appeal from the High Court.


	
^ Colonial Sugar Refining Co Ltd v Attorney-General (Cth)[image: External link] [1912] HCA 94[image: External link], (1912) 15 CLR[image: External link] 182.


	
^ Whitehouse v Queensland [1961] HCA 55[image: External link], (1961) 104 CLR[image: External link] 635.


	
^ Kirmani v Captain Cook Cruises Pty Ltd (No 2)[image: External link] [1985] HCA 27[image: External link], (1985) 159 CLR 461.


	
^ AustLII. "Privy Council Appeals"[image: External link]. Retrieved 14 March 2013.


	
^ Viro v R [1978] HCA 9[image: External link], (1978) 141 CLR[image: External link] 88.


	
^ Appeals were still being lodged up to the last moment. The final such appeal, an equity case from the Court of Appeal of the Supreme Court of New South Wales[image: External link], was comprehensively dismissed by the Privy Council on 27 July 1987: Austin v Keele [1987] UKPC 24[image: External link], CLR[image: External link].


	
^ Australia Act 1986 (Cth ) Assent original[image: External link]. Retrieved 15 December 2013.


	
^ "Australia Act (Commencement) Order 1986"[image: External link] (PDF). Retrieved 23 January 2016.


	
^ Commonwealth of Australia Gazette No S 85 of 2 March 1986.


	
^ Anne Twomey, The Chameleon Crown (2006), 258–9.


	
^ Elizabeth II as Queen of Australia signs the proclamation.[image: External link] Retrieved 15 December 2013.


	
^ Sue v Hill [1999] HCA 30[image: External link], (1999) 199 CLR[image: External link] 462.


	
^ a b Attorney-General (WA) v Marquet [2003] HCA 67[image: External link], (2003) 217 CLR[image: External link] 545.


	
^ This would normally be through a referendum of the people of the State.


	
^ Shaw v Minister for Immigration and Multicultural Affairs [2013] HCA 72[image: External link], (2003) 218 CLR[image: External link] 28.
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Geography of Australia






This article is about the geography of the Commonwealth of Australia. For a treatment of the continent, see Australia (continent). For the mainland, see Mainland Australia[image: External link].

Coordinates: 27°S 144°E[image: External link]

The geography[image: External link] of Australia encompasses a wide variety of biogeographic[image: External link] regions being the world's smallest continent but the sixth-largest country in the world. The population of Australia is concentrated along the eastern and southeastern coasts. The geography of the country is extremely diverse, ranging from the snow-capped mountains[image: External link] of the Australian Alps and Tasmania to large deserts[image: External link], tropical and temperate forests.

Neighbouring countries include Indonesia[image: External link], East Timor and Papua New Guinea to the north, the Solomon Islands, Vanuatu and the French dependency of New Caledonia to the east, and New Zealand to the southeast.
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 Physical geography




Australia is a country[image: External link], and a continent[image: External link] and island[image: External link]. It is located in Oceania between the Indian Ocean[image: External link] and the South Pacific Ocean[image: External link]. It is the sixth largest country in the world with a total area of 7,686,850 square kilometres (2,967,910 sq mi) (including Lord Howe Island[image: External link] and Macquarie Island), making it slightly smaller than the 48 states of the contiguous United States[image: External link] and 31.5 times larger than the United Kingdom.

The Australian mainland has a total coastline length of 35,877 km (22,293 mi) with an additional 23,859 km (14,825 mi) of island coastlines.[1] There are 758 estuaries around the country with most located in the tropical and sub-tropical zones.[2] Australia claims an extensive Exclusive Economic Zone[image: External link] of 8,148,250 square kilometres (3,146,057 sq. mi). This exclusive economic zone does not include the Australian Antarctic Territory.

Australia has the largest area of ocean jurisdiction of any country on earth.[3] It has no land borders. The northernmost points of the country are the Cape York Peninsula of Queensland and the Top End of the Northern Territory. The western half of Australia consists of the Western Plateau[image: External link], which rises to mountain heights near the west coast and falls to lower elevations near the continental centre. The Western Plateau region is generally flat, though broken by various mountain ranges such as the Hamersley Range[image: External link], the MacDonnell Ranges[image: External link], and the Musgrave Range. Surface water is generally lacking in the Western Plateau, although there are several larger rivers in the west and north, such as the Murchison[image: External link], Ashburton[image: External link], and Victoria[image: External link] river.

The Eastern Highlands, or Great Dividing Range, lie near the eastern coast of Australia[image: External link], separating the relatively narrow eastern coastal plain from the rest of the continent. These Eastern Australian temperate forests have the greatest relief, the most rainfall, the most abundant and varied flora and fauna, and the densest human settlement.

Between the Eastern Highlands and the Western Plateau, lie the Central Lowlands, which are made up of the Great Artesian Basin and Australia's largest river systems, Murray-Darling Basin[image: External link] and Lake Eyre Basin[image: External link].

Off the eastern coast of Australia is the world's largest coral reef complex, the Great Barrier Reef. The State of Tasmania, a large and mountainous island, resides in the south-eastern corner of Australia.
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 Geology




Main article: Geology of Australia


Australia is the lowest, flattest, and oldest continental landmass on Earth[4] and it has had a relatively stable geological history. Geological forces such as tectonic uplift[image: External link] of mountain ranges or clashes between tectonic plates occurred mainly in Australia's early history, when it was still a part of Gondwana[image: External link]. Its highest peak is Mount Kosciuszko[image: External link] at 2,228 metres (7,310 ft), which is relatively low in comparison to the highest mountains on other continents. Erosion[image: External link] has heavily weathered Australia's surface.

Australia is situated in the middle of the tectonic plate, and therefore currently has no active volcanism. Minor earthquakes which produce no damage occur regularly, while major earthquakes measuring greater than magnitude 6 occur on average every five years.[5] The terrain is mostly low plateau[image: External link] with deserts, rangelands and a fertile plain in the southeast. Tasmania and the Australian Alps do not contain any permanent icefields[image: External link] or glaciers[image: External link], although they may have existed in the past. The Great Barrier Reef, by far the world's largest coral[image: External link] reef[image: External link], lies a short distance off the north-east coast.
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 Regions




Main article: Regions of Australia[image: External link]


The Australian continental landmass[image: External link] consists of six distinct landform divisions.[6] These are:


	The Eastern Highlands—including the Great Dividing Range, the fertile Brigalow Belt strip of grassland behind the east coast, and the Eastern Uplands

	The Eastern alluvial Plains and Lowlands—the Murray Darling basin covers the southern part; also includes parts of the Lake Eyre Basin and extends to the Gulf of Carpentaria[image: External link]


	The South Australian Highlands—including the Flinders Range, Eyre Peninsula[image: External link], and Yorke Peninsula[image: External link]


	The Western Plateau—including the Nullarbor Plain


	The Central Deserts

	Northern Plateau and Basins—including the Top End




See also: Ecoregions in Australia[image: External link]
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 Hydrology




Because much of Australia's interior is arid, the low average annual rainfall means interior rivers are often dry and lakes empty. The headwaters of some waterways are located in tropical regions where summer rains create a high rate of discharge[image: External link]. Flood events drastically alter the dry environment in which the ecology of central Australia has had to adapt to the boom and bust[image: External link] cycle.

The Great Artesian Basin[image: External link] is an important source of water, the world's largest and deepest fresh water basin[image: External link]. Access to water from the basin has led to the expansion of grazing into areas that were previously far too dry for livestock. Towns and cities across the country sometimes face major water storage and usage crises in which restrictions and other measures are implemented to reduce water consumption[image: External link]. Water restrictions are based on a gradient of activities that become progressively banned as the situation worsens.

Billabong[image: External link] is the Australian name given to the oxbow lakes[image: External link] that can form along a meandering river's course. In a worldwide comparison of height, Australia's waterfalls[image: External link] are relatively insignificant, with the longest drop ranked 135th according to the World Waterfall Database.[7]

See also: Water security in Australia[image: External link]
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 Political geography




Main article: States and territories of Australia[image: External link]


Australia consists of six states, two major mainland territories, and other minor territories. The states are New South Wales, Queensland, South Australia, Tasmania, Victoria, and Western Australia. The two major mainland territories are the Northern Territory and the Australian Capital Territory. Western Australia is the largest state covering just under one third of the Australian landmass, followed by Queensland, South Australia, and New South Wales.

Australia also has several minor territories; the federal government administers a separate area within New South Wales, the Jervis Bay Territory, as a naval base and sea port for the national capital. In addition Australia has the following inhabited, external territories: Norfolk Island, Christmas Island, Cocos (Keeling) Islands, and several largely uninhabited external territories: Ashmore and Cartier Islands, Coral Sea Islands, Heard Island and McDonald Islands, and the Australian Antarctic Territory.

See also: Subdivisions of Australia[image: External link] and Suburbs and localities (Australia)[image: External link]
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 Climate




Main article: Climate of Australia


By far the largest part of Australia is arid or semi-arid. A total of 18% of Australia's mainland consists of named deserts,[8] while additional areas are considered to have a desert climate[image: External link] based on low rainfall and high temperature. Only the south-east and south-west corners have a temperate climate and moderately fertile soil. The northern part[image: External link] of the country has a tropical climate: part is tropical rainforests, part grasslands, and part desert.

Rainfall is highly variable, with frequent droughts lasting several seasons thought to be caused in part by the El Niño-Southern Oscillation[image: External link]. Occasionally a dust storm will blanket a region or even several states and there are reports of the occasional large tornado[image: External link]. Rising levels of salinity[image: External link] and desertification in some areas is ravaging the landscape.

Australia's tropical/subtropical location and cold waters off the western coast make most of western Australia a hot desert with aridity, a marked feature of the greater part of the continent. These cold waters produce little moisture needed on the mainland. A 2005 study by Australian and American researchers investigated the desertification of the interior, and suggested that one explanation was related to human settlers[image: External link] who arrived about 50,000 years ago. Regular burning by these settlers could have prevented monsoons[image: External link] from reaching interior Australia. The outback covers 70 percent of the continent.
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 Natural hazards




Cyclones along the northern coasts, severe thunderstorms[image: External link], droughts, occasional floods, heat waves[image: External link], and frequent bushfires[image: External link] are natural hazards that are present in Australia.
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 Environment




Main article: Environmental issues in Australia


Current environmental issues include: soil erosion from overgrazing, industrial development[image: External link], urbanization, and poor farming practices; soil salinity[image: External link] rising due to the use of poor quality water; desertification (partly as a result of the introduction by European settlers of Rabbits[image: External link]); introduced pest species; clearing for agricultural purposes threatens the natural habitat of many unique animal and plant species; the Great Barrier Reef off the northeast coast, the largest coral reef in the world, is threatened by increased shipping and its popularity as a tourist site; limited natural fresh water resources; threats from invasive species.[image: External link]

International agreements:


	
party to: Antarctic-Environmental Protocol, Antarctic Treaty[image: External link], Kyoto Protocol[image: External link], Biodiversity[image: External link], China–Australia Migratory Bird Agreement[image: External link], Climate Change[image: External link], Endangered Species[image: External link], Environmental Modification[image: External link], Hazardous Wastes[image: External link], Japan–Australia Migratory Bird Agreement[image: External link], Law of the Sea[image: External link], Marine Dumping[image: External link], Marine Life Conservation[image: External link], Nuclear Test Ban 1963[image: External link], Nuclear Non-Proliferation[image: External link], Ozone Layer Protection[image: External link], Ship Pollution[image: External link], Tropical Timber 1994[image: External link], Ramsar Convention, Whaling[image: External link]


	
signed, but not ratified: Desertification[image: External link]
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 Antipodes




Australia is antipodal[image: External link] to the North Atlantic[image: External link]. There are no land areas included, though Bermuda has its antipodes just off Perth, Flores Island[image: External link] in the western Azores[image: External link] just off Flinders Island[image: External link], Tasmania, and Cape Verde[image: External link] is opposite the Coral Sea.
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 See also






	Australasian realm[image: External link]

	Australia-New Guinea

	List of cities in Australia by population

	List of extreme points of Australia[image: External link]

	List of islands of Australia

	List of lakes of Australia[image: External link]

	List of mountains in Australia

	List of regions of Australia

	List of rivers of Australia

	List of valleys of Australia[image: External link]

	List of waterfalls of Australia[image: External link]

	Protected areas of Australia
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List of countries and dependencies by Area






This is a list of the world[image: External link]'s countries[image: External link] and their dependent territories by area, ranked by total area.

Entries in this list, include, but are not limited to, those in the ISO[image: External link] standard 3166-1[image: External link], which includes sovereign states and dependent territories. Largely unrecognised states[image: External link] not in ISO 3166-1 are included in the list in ranked order, but are not actually given a rank number. The areas of such largely unrecognised states[image: External link] are in most cases also included in the areas of the more widely recognised states that claim the same territory; see the notes in the "Notes" column for each country for clarification.

Not included in the list are individual country claims[image: External link] to parts of the continent of Antarctica, entities such as the European Union[image: External link][Note 1] (4,324,782 km2 or 1,669,808 sq mi total area) that have some degree of sovereignty but do not consider themselves to be sovereign countries or dependent territories, and unrecognized micronations[image: External link] such as the Principality of Sealand[image: External link].

This list includes three measurements of area:


	
Total area: the sum of land and water areas within international boundaries and coastlines.

	
Land area: the aggregate of all land within international boundaries and coastlines, excluding water area.

	
Water area: the sum of the surface areas of all inland water bodies ( lakes[image: External link], reservoirs[image: External link], and rivers[image: External link]) within international boundaries and coastlines.[2] Coastal internal waters[image: External link] (some small bays[image: External link]) may be included.[clarification needed[image: External link]] Territorial waters[image: External link] are not included unless otherwise noted. Contiguous zones and exclusive economic zones[image: External link] are not included.



Data is taken from the United Nations Statistics Division[image: External link] unless otherwise noted.[3]

Map



Countries and dependencies by area



	Rank

	Sovereign state/dependency
	Total in km2 (mi2)
	Land in km2 (mi2)
	Water in km2 (mi2)
	 % water
	Notes



	0 –
	  World[image: External link]
	510,072,000

(196,940,000)
	148,940,000

(57,510,000)
	361,132,000

(139,434,000)
	70.8
	



	1
	Russia
	17,098,246

(6,601,670)
	16,377,742

(6,323,482)
	720,500

(278,200)
	4.21
	Largest country in the world (10.995% of the world's landmass); its Asian portion[image: External link] makes it the largest country in Asia[image: External link], and its European portion[image: External link] of roughly 3,960,000 km2 (1,530,000 sq mi) makes it the largest country in Europe[image: External link].[Note 2]



	1vend –
	 Antarctica
	14,000,000

(5,400,000)
	14,000,000

(5,400,000)
	0

(0)
	0
	13,720,000 km2 (5,300,000 sq mi) (98%) of land area is covered by ice[image: External link]. Though not itself a country, areas are claimed by a number of countries.[Note 3]



	2
	Canada
	9,984,670

(3,855,100)
	9,093,507

(3,511,023)
	891,163

(344,080)
	8.93
	Largest country in the Western Hemisphere[image: External link], with the largest surface area of water. Total area and water area figures include area covered by freshwater only, and do not include internal waters (non-freshwater) of about 1,600,000 km2, or territorial waters of 200,000 km2[4][5]



	3
	China[image: External link]
	9,596,961

(3,705,407)
	9,326,410

(3,600,950)
	270,550

(104,460)
	2.82
	Second largest country in Asia[image: External link], after Russia. Excludes Taiwan[image: External link], disputed territories with India[image: External link], and disputed islands in the South China Sea[image: External link] (total 137,296 km2). Figures for total area and water area also exclude all coastal and territorial waters.[Note 4]



	4
	United States
	9,525,067

(3,677,649) –

9,833,517

(3,796,742)
	9,147,643

(3,531,925) –

9,147,593

(3,531,905)
	377,424[7]

(145,724) –

685,924

(264,837)
	3.96–6.97
	Second largest country in the Americas[image: External link], after Canada. Secondary figures for total area and water area denote the inclusion of all coastal and territorial waters into the statistical area.[Note 4]



	5
	Brazil
	8,515,767

(3,287,956)
	8,460,415

(3,266,584)
	55,352

(21,372)
	0.65
	The largest country in South America[image: External link] and in the Southern Hemisphere[image: External link]. Largest contiguous territory in the Americas[image: External link].[11]



	6
	Australia
	7,692,024

(2,969,907)
	7,633,565

(2,947,336)
	58,459

(22,571)
	0.76
	The largest country in Oceania, the largest country without land borders, and the largest country completely in the Southern Hemisphere[image: External link].[Note 5]



	7
	India
	3,287,263

(1,269,219)
	2,973,190

(1,147,960)
	314,073

(121,264)
	9.55
	Third largest country in Asia[image: External link].[Note 6]



	8
	Argentina
	2,780,400

(1,073,500)
	2,736,690

(1,056,640)
	43,710

(16,880)
	1.57
	The largest Spanish[image: External link]-speaking country and second largest country in South America[image: External link].[Note 7]



	9
	Kazakhstan[image: External link]
	2,724,900

(1,052,100)
	2,699,700

(1,042,400)
	25,200

(9,700)
	0.92
	Largest landlocked country[image: External link].[16]



	10
	Algeria[image: External link]
	2,381,741

(919,595)
	2,381,741

(919,595)
	0

(0)
	0
	Largest country in Africa[image: External link].[Note 8]



	11
	Democratic Republic of the Congo[image: External link]
	2,344,858

(905,355)
	2,267,048

(875,312)
	77,810

(30,040)
	3.32
	Largest country in Sub-Saharan Africa[image: External link]. 2nd largest country in Africa.



	1vend –
	Greenland[image: External link] ( Denmark[image: External link])
	2,166,086

(836,330)
	2,166,086

(836,330)
	0

(0)
	0
	Part of the Kingdom of Denmark[image: External link].[Note 9]



	12
	Saudi Arabia
	2,149,690

(830,000)
	2,149,690

(830,000)
	0

(0)
	0
	Largest country in the Middle East[image: External link].



	13
	Mexico[image: External link]
	1,964,375

(758,449)
	1,943,945

(750,561)
	20,430

(7,890)
	1.04
	Clipperton Island[image: External link] (8.9 km², controlled by France[image: External link]) is not included.



	14
	Indonesia[image: External link]
	1,910,931

(737,815)
	1,811,569

(699,451)
	93,000

(36,000)
	4.87
	The largest archipelagic state[image: External link] and island state[image: External link] in the world by area and population.[18]



	15
	Sudan
	1,886,068

(728,215)
	1765050NA
	96434NA
	5.18NA

[Note 10]
	Formerly the largest country in Africa[image: External link]. It is now the 3rd largest country in Africa.[Note 11]



	16
	Libya[image: External link]
	1,759,540

(679,360)
	1,759,540

(679,360)
	0

(0)
	0
	



	17
	Iran[image: External link]
	1,648,195

(636,372)
	1,531,595

(591,352)
	116,600

(45,000)
	7.07
	[Note 12]



	18
	Mongolia[image: External link]
	1,564,110

(603,910)
	1,553,556

(599,831)
	10,560

(4,080)
	0.68
	



	19
	Peru
	1,285,216

(496,225)
	1,279,996

(494,209)
	5,220

(2,020)
	0.41
	



	20
	Chad[image: External link]
	1,284,000

(496,000)
	1,259,200

(486,200)
	24,800

(9,600)
	1.93
	



	21
	Niger[image: External link]
	1,267,000

(489,000)
	1,266,700

(489,100)
	300

(120)
	0.02
	



	22
	Angola[image: External link]
	1,246,700

(481,400)
	1,246,700

(481,400)
	0

(0)
	0
	



	23
	Mali[image: External link]
	1,240,192

(478,841)
	1,220,190

(471,120)
	20,002

(7,723)
	1.61
	



	24
	South Africa
	1,221,037

(471,445)
	1,214,470

(468,910)
	4,620

(1,780)
	0.38
	



	25
	Colombia[image: External link]
	1,141,748

(440,831)
	1,038,700

(401,000)
	100,210

(38,690)
	8.8
	



	26
	Ethiopia[image: External link]
	1,104,300

(426,400)
	1,000,000

(390,000)
	104,300

(40,300)
	0.7
	[Note 13]



	27
	Bolivia[image: External link]
	1,098,581

(424,164)
	1,083,301

(418,265)
	15,280

(5,900)
	1.39
	



	28
	Mauritania[image: External link]
	1,030,700

(398,000)
	1,025,520

(395,960)
	4,480

(1,730)
	0.44
	



	29
	Egypt[image: External link]
	1,002,450

(387,050)
	995,450

(384,350)
	6,000

(2,300)
	0.6
	



	30
	Tanzania
	945,087

(364,900)
	885,800

(342,000)
	61,500

(23,700)
	6.49
	



	31
	Nigeria[image: External link]
	923,768

(356,669)
	910,768

(351,649)
	13,000

(5,000)
	1.41
	



	32
	Venezuela[image: External link]
	916,445

(353,841)
	882,050

(340,560)
	30,000

(12,000)
	3.29
	



	33
	Pakistan
	881,912

(340,508)
	881,912

(340,508)
	25,220

(9,740)
	2.86
	[Note 14]



	34
	Namibia
	825,615

(318,772)
	823,290

(317,870)
	2,425

(936)
	0.12
	



	35
	Mozambique
	801,590

(309,500)
	786,380

(303,620)
	13,000

(5,000)
	1.63
	



	36
	Turkey[image: External link]
	783,562

(302,535)
	769,632

(297,157)
	13,930

(5,380)
	1.78
	



	37
	Chile
	756,102

(291,933)
	743,812

(287,187)
	12,290

(4,750)
	1.63
	[Note 15]



	38
	Zambia
	752,612

(290,585)
	743,398

(287,028)
	9,220

(3,560)
	1.23
	



	39
	Myanmar[image: External link]
	676,578

(261,228)
	653,508

(252,321)
	23,070

(8,910)
	3.41
	Also known as Burma.



	40
	Afghanistan[image: External link]
	652,230

(251,830)
	652,230

(251,830)
	0

(0)
	0
	



	41
	France[image: External link]
	640,679

(247,368)
	640,427

(247,270)
	3,374

(1,303)
	0.52
	Figures include metropolitan France[image: External link] (in Europe) as well as the five overseas regions[image: External link]. This does not include New Caledonia (an autonomous sui generis collectivity), the five autonomous overseas collectivities[image: External link], and the two uninhabited territories (the French Southern and Antarctic Lands[image: External link] and Clipperton Island[image: External link]) which are listed individually, although also part of the French Republic.[Note 16]



	42
	Somalia[image: External link]
	637,657

(246,201)
	627,337

(242,216)
	10,320

(3,980)
	1.62
	[Note 17]



	43
	Central African Republic[image: External link]
	622,984

(240,535)
	622,984

(240,535)
	0

(0)
	0
	



	44
	South Sudan
	619,745

(239,285)
	610950NA
	33379NA
	5.18NA

[Note 10]
	[Note 18]



	45
	Ukraine[image: External link]
	603,500

(233,000)
	579,300

(223,700)
	24,200

(9,300)
	4.01
	Largest country wholly in Europe.[Note 19]



	46
	Madagascar[image: External link]
	587,041

(226,658)
	581,540

(224,530)
	5,501

(2,124)
	0.94
	



	47
	Botswana
	581,730

(224,610)
	566,730

(218,820)
	15,000

(5,800)
	2.58
	[Note 20]



	48
	Kenya
	580,367

(224,081)
	569,140

(219,750)
	11,227

(4,335)
	1.93
	



	49
	Yemen[image: External link]
	527,968

(203,850)
	527,968

(203,850)
	0

(0)
	0
	



	50
	Thailand
	513,120

(198,120)
	510,890

(197,260)
	2,230

(860)
	0.43
	



	51
	Spain
	505,992

(195,365)
	498,980

(192,660)
	6,390

(2,470)
	1.26
	



	52
	Turkmenistan[image: External link]
	488,100

(188,500)
	469,930

(181,440)
	18,170

(7,020)
	3.72
	



	53
	Cameroon
	475,442

(183,569)
	472,710

(182,510)
	2,730

(1,050)
	0.57
	



	54
	Papua New Guinea
	462,840

(178,700)
	452,860

(174,850)
	9,980

(3,850)
	2.16
	



	55
	Sweden
	450,295

(173,860)
	410,335

(158,431)
	39,960

(15,430)
	8.87
	



	56
	Uzbekistan[image: External link]
	447,400

(172,700)
	425,400

(164,200)
	22,000

(8,500)
	4.92
	



	57
	Morocco[image: External link]
	446,550

(172,410)
	446,300

(172,300)
	250

(97)
	0.06
	[Note 21]



	58
	Iraq[image: External link]
	438,317

(169,235)
	437,367

(168,868)
	950

(370)
	0.22
	[Note 22]



	59
	Paraguay[image: External link]
	406,752

(157,048)
	397,302

(153,399)
	9,450

(3,650)
	2.32
	



	60
	Zimbabwe
	390,757

(150,872)
	386,847

(149,362)
	3,910

(1,510)
	1
	



	61
	Japan[image: External link]
	377,930

(145,920)
	364,485

(140,728)
	13,430

(5,190)
	3.55
	



	62
	Germany[image: External link]
	357,114

(137,882)
	348,672

(134,623)
	8,350

(3,220)
	2.34
	Before the 1990 German reunification[image: External link], West Germany[image: External link] 248,577 (95,976) and East Germany[image: External link] 108,333 (41,828)



	63
	Republic of the Congo[image: External link]
	342,000

(132,000)
	341,500

(131,900)
	500

(190)
	0.15
	



	64
	Finland
	338,424

(130,666)
	303,815

(117,304)
	34,330

(13,250)
	10.15
	[Note 23]



	65
	Vietnam
	331,212

(127,882)
	310,070

(119,720)
	21,140

(8,160)
	6.38
	



	66
	Malaysia[image: External link]
	330,803

(127,724)
	329,613

(127,264)
	1,190

(460)
	0.35
	



	67
	Norway[image: External link]
	323,802

(125,021)
	304,282

(117,484)
	19,520

(7,540)
	6.03
	[Note 24]



	68
	Ivory Coast[image: External link]
	322,463

(124,504)
	318,003

(122,782)
	4,460

(1,720)
	1.38
	



	69
	Poland[image: External link]
	312,679

(120,726)
	311,888

(120,421)
	791

(305)
	3.07
	



	70
	Oman[image: External link]
	309,500

(119,500)
	309,500

(119,500)
	0

(0)
	0
	



	71
	Italy[image: External link]
	301,336

(116,346)
	294,140

(113,570)
	7,200

(2,800)
	2.39
	



	72
	Philippines
	300,000

(120,000)
	298,170

(115,120)
	1,830

(710)
	0.61
	



	73
	Ecuador[image: External link]
	276,841

(106,889)
	256,369

(98,985)
	6,720

(2,590)
	2.37
	[Note 25]



	74
	Burkina Faso[image: External link]
	274,222

(105,878)
	273,602

(105,638)
	620

(240)
	0.23
	[Note 26]



	75
	New Zealand
	270,467

(104,428)
	262,443

(101,330)
	4,395

(1,697)
	1.65
	[Note 27]



	76
	Gabon[image: External link]
	267,668

(103,347)
	257,667

(99,486)
	10,000

(3,900)
	3.74
	



	end –
	Western Sahara[image: External link]
	266,000

(103,000)
	266,000

(103,000)
	0

(0)
	0
	Disputed territory.[Note 28]



	77
	Guinea[image: External link]
	245,857

(94,926)
	245,717

(94,872)
	140

(54)
	0.06
	



	78
	United Kingdom
	242,495

(93,628)
	241,930

(93,410)
	1,680

(650)
	0.69
	[Note 29]



	79
	Uganda
	241,550

(93,260)
	197,100

(76,100)
	43,938

(16,965)
	18.23
	



	80
	Ghana[image: External link]
	238,533

(92,098)
	227,533

(87,851)
	11,000

(4,200)
	4.61
	



	81
	Romania[image: External link]
	238,391

(92,043)
	231,291

(89,302)
	7,100

(2,700)
	2.97
	



	82
	Laos[image: External link]
	236,800

(91,400)
	230,800

(89,100)
	6,000

(2,300)
	2.53
	



	83
	Guyana
	214,969

(83,000)
	196,849

(76,004)
	18,120

(7,000)
	8.43
	



	84
	Belarus[image: External link]
	207,600

(80,200)
	202,900

(78,300)
	4,700

(1,800)
	2.26
	



	85
	Kyrgyzstan[image: External link]
	199,951

(77,202)
	191,801

(74,055)
	8,150

(3,150)
	4.08
	



	86
	Senegal[image: External link]
	196,722

(75,955)
	192,530

(74,340)
	4,192

(1,619)
	2.13
	



	87
	Syria[image: External link]
	185,180

(71,500)
	183,630

(70,900)
	1,550

(600)
	0.84
	[Note 30]



	88
	Cambodia[image: External link]
	181,035

(69,898)
	176,515

(68,153)
	4,520

(1,750)
	2.5
	



	89
	Uruguay[image: External link]
	176,215

(68,037)
	175,015

(67,574)
	1,200

(460)
	0.68
	



	90
	Suriname[image: External link]
	163,820

(63,250)
	156,000

(60,000)
	7,820

(3,020)
	4.77
	Smallest country in South America[image: External link].



	91
	Tunisia[image: External link]
	163,610

(63,170)
	155,360

(59,980)
	8,250

(3,190)
	5.04
	



	92
	Bangladesh
	147,570

(56,980)
	130,168

(50,258)
	13,830

(5,340)
	9.6
	[Note 31]



	93
	Nepal[image: External link]
	147,181

(56,827)
	143,351

(55,348)
	3,830

(1,480)
	2.6
	Largest country in the Himalayan range[image: External link]



	94
	Tajikistan[image: External link]
	143,100

(55,300)
	141,510

(54,640)
	2,590

(1,000)
	1.81
	



	end –
	Somaliland
	137,600

(53,100)
	
	
	
	[Note 32]



	95
	Greece[image: External link]
	131,990

(50,960)
	130,647

(50,443)
	1,310

(510)
	0.99
	



	96
	Nicaragua[image: External link]
	130,373

(50,337)
	119,990

(46,330)
	10,380

(4,010)
	7.96
	Largest country in Central America[image: External link].



	97
	North Korea[image: External link]
	120,540

(46,540)
	120,538

(46,540)
	2

(0.77)
	0.11
	



	98
	Malawi
	118,484

(45,747)
	94,080

(36,320)
	24,404

(9,422)
	20.6
	



	99
	Eritrea[image: External link]
	117,600

(45,400)
	101,000

(39,000)
	16,600

(6,400)
	14.12
	



	100
	Benin[image: External link]
	114,763

(44,310)
	114,305

(44,133)
	457.569

(176.668)
	0.40
	[Note 33]



	101
	Honduras[image: External link]
	112,492

(43,433)
	111,890

(43,200)
	200

(77)
	0.18
	



	102
	Liberia
	111,369

(43,000)
	96,320

(37,190)
	15,049

(5,810)
	13.51
	



	103
	Bulgaria[image: External link]
	110,879

(42,811)
	108,489

(41,888)
	2,390

(920)
	2.16
	



	104
	Cuba
	109,884

(42,426)
	109,820

(42,400)
	1,040

(400)
	0.94
	Largest country in Caribbean[image: External link]



	105
	Guatemala[image: External link]
	108,889

(42,042)
	107,159

(41,374)
	1,730

(670)
	1.59
	



	106
	Iceland
	103,000

(40,000)
	100,250

(38,710)
	2,750

(1,060)
	2.67
	



	107
	South Korea[image: External link]
	100,210

(38,690)
	99,909

(38,575)
	301

(116)
	0.3
	



	108
	Hungary
	93,028

(35,918)
	89,608

(34,598)
	3,420

(1,320)
	3.68
	



	109
	Portugal
	92,090

(35,560)
	91,470

(35,320)
	620

(240)
	0.67
	



	110
	Jordan[image: External link]
	89,342

(34,495)
	88,802

(34,287)
	540

(210)
	0.6
	



	111
	Serbia[image: External link]
	88,361

(34,116)
	88,246

(34,072)
	115

(44)
	0.13
	[Note 34]



	112
	Azerbaijan[image: External link]
	86,600

(33,400)
	86,100

(33,200)
	500

(190)
	0.13
	Largest country in Caucasus[image: External link].[Note 35]



	113
	Austria
	83,871

(32,383)
	82,445

(31,832)
	1,426

(551)
	1.7
	



	114
	United Arab Emirates[image: External link]
	83,600

(32,300)
	83,600

(32,300)
	0

(0)
	0
	



	115
	Czech Republic
	78,865

(30,450)
	77,247

(29,825)
	1,620

(630)
	2.05
	



	116
	Panama[image: External link]
	75,417

(29,119)
	74,340

(28,700)
	1,080

(420)
	1.43
	



	117
	Sierra Leone
	71,740

(27,700)
	71,620

(27,650)
	120

(46)
	0.17
	



	118
	Ireland
	70,273

(27,133)
	68,883

(26,596)
	1,390

(540)
	1.98
	



	119
	Georgia[image: External link]
	69,700

(26,900)
	69,700

(26,900)
	0

(0)
	0
	[Note 36]



	120
	Sri Lanka[image: External link]
	65,610

(25,330)
	62,732

(24,221)
	2,878

(1,111)
	4.4
	



	121
	Lithuania[image: External link]
	65,300

(25,200)
	62,680

(24,200)
	2,620

(1,010)
	4.01
	



	122
	Latvia[image: External link]
	64,559

(24,926)
	62,249

(24,034)
	2,340

(900)
	3.62
	



	end –
	Svalbard[image: External link] ( Norway[image: External link])
	62,045

(23,956)
	62,045

(23,956)
	0

(0)
	0
	[Note 37]



	123
	Togo[image: External link]
	56,785

(21,925)
	54,385

(20,998)
	2,400

(930)
	4.23
	



	124
	Croatia[image: External link]
	56,594

(21,851)
	55,974

(21,612)
	620

(240)
	1.1
	



	125
	Bosnia and Herzegovina[image: External link]
	51,209

(19,772)
	51,187

(19,763)
	10

(3.9)
	0.02
	



	126
	Costa Rica[image: External link]
	51,100

(19,700)
	51,060

(19,710)
	40

(15)
	0.08
	



	127
	Slovakia[image: External link]
	49,037

(18,933)
	48,105

(18,573)
	930

(360)
	1.9
	



	128
	Dominican Republic[image: External link]
	48,671

(18,792)
	48,320

(18,660)
	350

(140)
	0.72
	



	129
	Estonia[image: External link]
	45,227

(17,462)
	42,388

(16,366)
	2,840

(1,100)
	6.28
	



	130
	Denmark[image: External link]
	43,094

(16,639)
	42,434

(16,384)
	660

(250)
	1.53
	Metropolitan Denmark only, without Greenland[image: External link] and the Faroe Islands[image: External link].[Note 38]



	131
	Netherlands
	41,850

(16,160)
	33,893

(13,086)
	7,650

(2,950)
	18.41
	Includes the special municipalities[image: External link], but excludes other countries in the Kingdom of the Netherlands[image: External link], shown separately.[Note 39]



	132
	Switzerland[image: External link]
	41,284

(15,940)
	39,997

(15,443)
	1,280

(490)
	3.1
	[Note 40]



	133
	Bhutan[image: External link]
	38,394

(14,824)
	38,394

(14,824)
	0

(0)
	0
	



	end –
	Taiwan[image: External link]
	36,193

(13,974)
	32,260

(12,460)
	3,720

(1,440)
	10.34
	Before the end of the Chinese Civil War[image: External link] in 1949, the Republic of China[image: External link] included Mainland China[image: External link], Mongolia[image: External link], Taiwan and other areas, totaling 11,418,174 km2 (4,408,582 sq mi).[Note 41]



	134
	  Guinea-Bissau[image: External link]
	36,125

(13,948)
	28,120

(10,860)
	8,005

(3,091)
	22.16
	



	135
	Moldova[image: External link]
	33,846

(13,068)
	32,891

(12,699)
	960

(370)
	2.84
	[Note 42]



	136
	Belgium[image: External link]
	30,528

(11,787)
	30,278

(11,690)
	250

(97)
	0.82
	



	137
	Lesotho
	30,355

(11,720)
	30,355

(11,720)
	0

(0)
	0
	



	138
	Armenia[image: External link]
	29,743

(11,484)
	28,342

(10,943)
	1,401

(541)
	4.71
	



	139
	Solomon Islands
	28,896

(11,157)
	27,986

(10,805)
	910

(350)
	3.15
	



	140
	Albania[image: External link]
	28,748

(11,100)
	27,398

(10,578)
	1,350

(520)
	4.7
	



	141
	Equatorial Guinea[image: External link]
	28,051

(10,831)
	28,051

(10,831)
	0

(0)
	0
	



	142
	Burundi[image: External link]
	27,834

(10,747)
	25,680

(9,920)
	2,150

(830)
	7.73
	



	143
	Haiti[image: External link]
	27,750

(10,710)
	27,560

(10,640)
	190

(73)
	0.68
	



	144
	Rwanda
	26,338

(10,169)
	24,668

(9,524)
	1,670

(640)
	6.34
	



	145
	Macedonia[image: External link]
	25,713

(9,928)
	25,433

(9,820)
	280

(110)
	1.09
	



	146
	Djibouti[image: External link]
	23,200

(9,000)
	23,180

(8,950)
	20

(7.7)
	0.09
	



	147
	Belize
	22,966

(8,867)
	22,806

(8,805)
	160

(62)
	0.7
	



	148
	El Salvador[image: External link]
	21,041

(8,124)
	20,721

(8,000)
	320

(120)
	1.52
	Smallest country in continental North America[image: External link].



	149
	Israel[image: External link]
	28,292

(10,924)
	27,632

(10,669)
	660

(250)
	2.12
	[Note 43]



	150
	Slovenia[image: External link]
	20,273

(7,827)
	20,151

(7,780)
	122

(47)
	0.6
	



	end –
	New Caledonia ( France[image: External link])
	18,575

(7,172)
	18,275

(7,056)
	300

(120)
	1.62
	



	151
	Fiji[image: External link]
	18,272

(7,055)
	18,274

(7,056)
	0

(0)
	0
	



	152
	Kuwait[image: External link]
	17,818

(6,880)
	17,818

(6,880)
	0

(0)
	0
	



	153
	Swaziland
	17,364

(6,704)
	17,204

(6,643)
	160

(62)
	0.92
	



	154
	East Timor
	14,874

(5,743)
	14,874

(5,743)
	0

(0)
	0
	



	155
	Bahamas
	13,943

(5,383)
	10,010

(3,860)
	3,870

(1,490)
	27.88
	



	156
	Montenegro[image: External link]
	13,812

(5,333)
	13,452

(5,194)
	360

(140)
	2.61
	



	157
	Vanuatu
	12,189

(4,706)
	12,189

(4,706)
	0

(0)
	0
	



	end –
	Falkland Islands (United Kingdom)
	12,173

(4,700)
	12,173

(4,700)
	0

(0)
	0
	



	158
	Qatar[image: External link]
	11,586

(4,473)
	11,586

(4,473)
	0

(0)
	0
	



	end –
	  Nagorno-Karabakh[image: External link]
	11,458

(4,424)
	11,458

(4,424)
	1,200

(460)
	1
	[Note 44] 5.000 km2. Armenian-controlled territories surrounding Nagorno-Karabakh by regions 11,5 km2.



	159
	The Gambia
	11,295

(4,361)
	10,000

(3,900)
	1,295

(500)
	11.47
	Smallest country in continental Africa[image: External link].



	160
	Jamaica
	10,991

(4,244)
	10,831

(4,182)
	160

(62)
	1.46
	



	end –
	Kosovo[image: External link]
	10,887

(4,203)
	
	
	
	[Note 45]



	161
	Lebanon[image: External link]
	10,452

(4,036)
	10,230

(3,950)
	170

(66)
	1.63
	Smallest country in continental Asia[image: External link].



	162
	Cyprus
	9,251

(3,572)
	9,241

(3,568)
	10

(3.9)
	0.11
	[Note 46]



	end –
	Puerto Rico (United States)
	9,104

(3,515)
	9,104

(3,515)
	3,054

(1,179)
	35.2
	Third largest island of the United States after the Big Island of Hawaii[image: External link] and Kodiak Island[image: External link] of Alaska[image: External link].



	end –
	Abkhazia[image: External link]
	8,660

(3,340)
	
	
	
	[Note 47]



	end –
	French Southern and Antarctic Lands[image: External link] ( France[image: External link])
	7,747

(2,991)
	7,668

(2,961)
	79.8

(30.8)
	1.03
	Excludes claim on Adélie Land[image: External link] in Antarctica.[Note 48]



	end –
	United States Minor Outlying Islands[image: External link]
	6,959.41

(2,687.04)
	34.2

(13.2)
	6,937

(2,678)
	 ?
	



	163
	Palestine[image: External link]
	6,020

(2,320)
	5,640

(2,180)
	220

(85)
	3.9
	[Note 49]



	164
	Brunei[image: External link]
	5,765

(2,226)
	5,265

(2,033)
	500

(190)
	8.67
	



	165
	Trinidad and Tobago
	5,130

(1,980)
	5,128

(1,980)
	0

(0)
	0
	



	end –
	French Polynesia ( France[image: External link])
	4,167

(1,609)
	3,827

(1,478)
	340

(130)
	8.16
	



	end –
	Transnistria[image: External link]
	4,163

(1,607)
	
	
	
	[Note 50]



	166
	Cape Verde[image: External link]
	4,033

(1,557)
	4,033

(1,557)
	0

(0)
	0
	



	end –
	South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands (United Kingdom)
	3,903

(1,507)
	3,903

(1,507)
	0

(0)
	0
	[Note 18]



	end –
	South Ossetia[image: External link]
	3,900

(1,500)
	
	
	
	[Note 51]



	end –
	Northern Cyprus[image: External link]
	3,355

(1,295)
	
	
	
	[Note 52]



	167
	Samoa
	2,842

(1,097)
	2,821

(1,089)
	10

(3.9)
	0.35
	



	end –
	Hong Kong ( China[image: External link])
	2,755

(1,064)
	1,106

(427)
	1,649

(637) [34]
	59.8
	



	168
	Luxembourg[image: External link]
	2,586

(998)
	2,586

(998)
	0

(0)
	0
	



	169
	Mauritius
	2,040

(790)
	2,030

(780)
	10

(3.9)
	0.49
	[Note 53]



	170
	Comoros[image: External link]
	1,862

(719)
	1,862

(719)
	0

(0)
	0
	[Note 54]



	end –
	Åland Islands[image: External link] (Finland)
	1,580

(610)
	
	
	
	[Note 55]



	end –
	Faroe Islands[image: External link] ( Denmark[image: External link])
	1,393

(538)
	1,393

(538)
	0.10
	0.0010.00
	[Note 56]



	171
	 São Tomé and Príncipe[image: External link]
	964

(372)
	964

(372)
	0

(0)
	0
	



	end –
	Turks and Caicos Islands (United Kingdom)
	948

(366)
	430

(170)
	0

(0)
	0
	[Note 18]



	172
	Kiribati
	811

(313)
	811

(313)
	0

(0)
	0
	[Note 57]



	173
	Bahrain[image: External link]
	765

(295)
	765

(295)
	0

(0)
	0
	



	174
	Dominica[image: External link]
	751

(290)
	751

(290)
	0

(0)
	0
	



	175
	Tonga
	747

(288)
	717

(277)
	30

(12)
	4.02
	



	176
	Singapore
	719

(278)
	687

(265)
	10

(3.9)
	1.43
	



	177
	Federated States of Micronesia[image: External link]
	702

(271)
	702

(271)
	0.10
	0.0010.00
	



	178
	Saint Lucia
	616

(238)
	606

(234)
	10

(3.9)
	1.62
	[Note 58]



	end –
	Isle of Man (United Kingdom)
	572

(221)
	572

(221)
	0

(0)
	0
	



	end –
	Guam[image: External link] (United States)
	549

(212)
	544

(210)
	0

(0)
	0
	



	179
	Andorra[image: External link]
	468

(181)
	468

(181)
	0

(0)
	0
	



	end –
	Northern Mariana Islands (United States)
	464

(179)
	464

(179)
	0

(0)
	0
	



	180
	Palau
	459

(177)
	459

(177)
	0

(0)
	0
	



	181
	Seychelles
	452

(175)
	455

(176)
	0

(0)
	0
	Smallest country in Africa[image: External link].



	end –
	  Curaçao[image: External link] ( Netherlands[image: External link])
	444

(171)
	444

(171)
	0

(0)
	0
	[Note 39]



	182
	Antigua and Barbuda[image: External link]
	442

(171)
	442.6

(170.9)
	0

(0)
	0
	



	183
	Barbados[image: External link]
	430

(170)
	431

(166)
	0

(0)
	0
	



	end –
	Heard Island and McDonald Islands (Australia)
	412

(159)
	412

(159)
	0

(0)
	0
	[Note 18]



	184
	Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
	389

(150)
	389

(150)
	0

(0)
	0
	



	end –
	Jan Mayen[image: External link] ( Norway[image: External link])
	377

(146)
	377

(146)
	0

(0)
	0
	



	end –
	U.S. Virgin Islands (United States)
	347

(134)
	346

(134)
	1,564

(604)
	81.88
	



	185
	Grenada
	344

(133)
	344

(133)
	0

(0)
	0
	



	186
	Malta
	316

(122)
	316

(122)
	0

(0)
	0
	



	end –
	Saint Helena, Ascension and Tristan da Cunha (United Kingdom)
	308

(119)
	308

(119)
	0

(0)
	0
	[Note 59]



	187
	Maldives[image: External link]
	300

(120)
	298

(115)
	0

(0)
	0
	Smallest country in Asia[image: External link].



	end –
	Bonaire[image: External link] (Netherlands)
	294

(114)
	294

(114)
	0

(0)
	



	end –
	Cayman Islands (United Kingdom)
	264

(102)
	264

(102)
	0

(0)
	0
	



	188
	Saint Kitts and Nevis[image: External link]
	261

(101)
	261

(101)
	0

(0)
	0
	Smallest country in the Americas[image: External link] and the Western Hemisphere[image: External link].



	end –
	Niue (New Zealand)
	260

(100)
	260

(100)
	0

(0)
	0
	[Note 60]



	end –
	Akrotiri and Dhekelia (United Kingdom)
	253.8

(98.0)
	253.8NA
	0.1NA
	0.001NA
	There is a salt lake and some wetlands of unknown area.



	end –
	Saint Pierre and Miquelon[image: External link] ( France[image: External link])
	242

(93)
	242

(93)
	0

(0)
	0
	



	end –
	Cook Islands[image: External link] (New Zealand)
	236

(91)
	236

(91)
	0

(0)
	0
	[Note 61]



	end –
	American Samoa (United States)
	199

(77)
	199

(77)
	0

(0)
	0
	



	189
	Marshall Islands
	181

(70)
	181

(70)
	11,673

(4,507)
	98.47
	



	end –
	Aruba[image: External link] ( Netherlands[image: External link])
	180

(69)
	180

(69)
	0

(0)
	0
	



	190
	Liechtenstein[image: External link]
	160

(62)
	160

(62)
	0

(0)
	0
	



	end –
	British Virgin Islands (United Kingdom)
	151

(58)
	151

(58)
	0

(0)
	0
	



	end –
	Wallis and Futuna ( France[image: External link])
	142

(55)
	142

(55)
	0

(0)
	0
	



	end –
	Christmas Island (Australia)
	135

(52)
	135

(52)
	0

(0)
	0
	[Note 62]



	end –
	Jersey (United Kingdom)
	116

(45)
	116

(45)
	0

(0)
	0
	



	end –
	Montserrat (United Kingdom)
	102

(39)
	102

(39)
	0

(0)
	0
	



	end –
	Anguilla (United Kingdom)
	91

(35)
	91

(35)
	0

(0)
	0
	



	end –
	Guernsey (United Kingdom)
	78

(30)
	78

(30)
	0

(0)
	0
	



	191
	San Marino[image: External link]
	61

(24)
	61

(24)
	0

(0)
	0
	



	end –
	British Indian Ocean Territory (United Kingdom)
	60

(23)
	60

(23)
	54,340

(20,980)
	99.89
	[Note 63]



	end –
	Saint Martin[image: External link] ( France[image: External link])
	54

(21)
	54.4

(21.0)
	0.1Neg.
	0.0010.00
	[Note 18]



	end –
	Bermuda (United Kingdom)
	54

(21)
	54

(21)
	0

(0)
	0
	



	end –
	Bouvet Island[image: External link] ( Norway[image: External link])
	49

(19)
	49

(19)
	0

(0)
	0
	[Note 18]



	end –
	Pitcairn Islands (United Kingdom)
	47

(18)
	47

(18)
	0

(0)
	0
	[Note 64]



	end –
	Norfolk Island (Australia)
	36

(14)
	36

(14)
	0

(0)
	0
	



	end –
	Sint Maarten ( Netherlands[image: External link])
	34

(13)
	34

(13)
	0

(0)
	0
	[Note 39]



	end –
	Macau[image: External link] ( China[image: External link])
	31.3

(12.1)
	28.2

(10.9)
	0

(0)
	0
	[Note 65]



	192
	Tuvalu
	26

(10)
	26

(10)
	0

(0)
	0
	Smallest Commonwealth realm[image: External link].



	193
	Nauru
	21

(8.1)
	21

(8.1)
	0

(0)
	0
	Smallest island country[image: External link]. Also smallest Republic.



	end –
	Saint Barthélemy[image: External link] ( France[image: External link])
	21

(8.1)
	21NA
	0.1NA
	0.001NA
	[Note 18]



	end –
	Sint Eustatius (Netherlands)
	21

(8.1)
	21NA
	0.1NA
	0.001NA
	



	end –
	Cocos (Keeling) Islands (Australia)
	14

(5.4)
	14

(5.4)
	0

(0)
	0
	[Note 62]



	end –
	Saba (Netherlands)
	13

(5.0)
	13NA
	0.1NA
	0.001NA
	



	end –
	Tokelau (New Zealand)
	12

(4.6)
	12

(4.6)
	0

(0)
	0
	



	end –
	Gibraltar (United Kingdom)
	6

(2.3)
	6.5

(2.5)
	0

(0)
	0
	



	end –
	Clipperton Island[image: External link] ( France[image: External link])
	6

(2.3)
	6

(2.3)
	0

(0)
	0
	



	end –
	Ashmore and Cartier Islands (Australia)
	5

(1.9)
	5

(1.9)
	0

(0)
	0
	



	end –
	  Spratly Islands[image: External link] ( disputed[image: External link])
	4.9<5

(<1.9)
	4.9<5

(<1.9)
	0

(0)
	0
	



	end –
	Coral Sea Islands (Australia)
	2.9<3

(<1.2)
	2.9<3

(<1.2)
	0

(0)
	0
	



	194
	Monaco[image: External link]
	2.02

(0.78)
	2.02

(0.78)
	0

(0)
	0
	Smallest country with a coastline.



	195
	Vatican City[image: External link]
	0.44

(0.17)
	0.44

(0.17)
	0

(0)
	0
	Smallest country in the world.




Graphical charts

The charts below are based on the CIA World Factbook[35] as of February 15, 2005.

Sovereign states with areas greater than 100,000 km2 are shown in green. In addition, non-sovereign territories are included for purposes of comparison, and are shown in gray. Areas include inland water bodies (lakes, reservoirs, rivers). Claims to parts of Antarctica by various countries are not included.

Countries greater than 1.5 million km2



Countries less than 1.5 million km2
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	List of countries by population density[image: External link]

	List of countries and dependencies by population

	List of political and geographic subdivisions by total area[image: External link]

	List of sovereign states

	Orders of magnitude (area)[image: External link]



Notes



	
^ The European Union[image: External link] is a unique supranational union[image: External link]. It covers a total area of 4,324,781 km2 (1,669,807 sq mi),[1] and would be ranked 7th if it were included (3.0% of world's total land area).


	
^ The figure shown does not include the area of Crimea[image: External link] (27,000 km2 or 10,000 sq mi), de facto controlled by Russia, claimed by Ukraine[image: External link].


	
^ The following countries have territorial claims in Antarctica: Argentina[image: External link] (969,000 km2 or 374,000 sq mi), Australia (5,896,500 km2 or 2,276,700 sq mi), Chile[image: External link] (1,250,000 km2 or 480,000 sq mi), France[image: External link] (432,000 km2 or 167,000 sq mi), New Zealand (450,000 km2 or 170,000 sq mi), Norway[image: External link] (2,500,000 km2 or 970,000 sq mi) and United Kingdom (1,395,000 km2 or 539,000 sq mi), which to some extent overlap. The area from 90°W[image: External link] to 150°W[image: External link] (2,100,000 km2 or 810,000 sq mi) is currently unclaimed territory. These areas usually have no human inhabitants, excluding scientists.


	
^ a b The following two primary sources (non-mirrored) represent the range (min./max.) of total area for China and the United States. Both sources (1) exclude Taiwan from the area of China; (2) exclude China's coastal and territorial waters However, the CIA World Factbook includes the United States coastal and territorial waters, while Encyclopædia Britannica excludes the United States coastal and territorial waters.


	The Encyclopædia Britannica lists China as world's third-largest country (after Russia and Canada) with a total area of 9,572,900 sq km,[6] and the United States as fourth-largest at 9,525,067 sq km.[7]

	The CIA World Factbook lists China as fourth-largest country (after Russia, Canada and the United States) with a total area of 9,596,960 sq km,[8] and the United States as the third-largest at 9,833,517 sq km.[9]





Notably, Encyclopædia Britannica specifies the United States' area (excluding coastal and territorial waters) as 9,525,067 sq km, which is less than either source's figure given for China's area.[7] Therefore, while it can be determined that China has a larger area excluding coastal and territorial waters, it is unclear which country has a larger area including coastal and territorial waters.



United Nations Statistics Division[image: External link]'s figure for the United States is 9,833,517 sq km and China is 9,596,961 sq km. These closely match the CIA World Factbook figures and similarly include coastal and territorial waters for the United States, but exclude coastal and territorial waters for China.



Further explanation of disputed ranking: The dispute for world's third-largest country arose from the inclusion of coastal and territorial waters for the United States. This discrepancy was deduced from comparing the CIA World Factbook and its previous iterations[10] against the information for United States on Encyclopædia Britannica, particularly its footnote section.[7] In sum, according to older versions of the CIA World Factbook (from 1982 to 1996), the US was listed as the world's fourth-largest country (after Russia, Canada, and China) with a total area of 9,372,610 sq km. However, in the 1997 edition, the US added coastal waters to its total area (increasing it to 9,629,091 sq km). And then again in 2007, US added territorial water to its total area (increasing it to 9,833,517 sq km). During this time, China's total area remained unchanged. In other words, no coastal or territorial water area was added to China's total area figure. The United States has a coastal water area of 109,362 sq km, and a territorial water area of 195,213 sq km, for a total of 304,575 sq km of additional water space. This is larger than entire countries like Italy[image: External link], New Zealand, and the United Kingdom. Adding this figure to the US will boost it over China in ranking since China's coastal and territorial water figures are currently unknown (no official publication) and thus cannot be added into China's total area figure.



	
^ Figures exclude the external territories of Norfolk Island, Ashmore and Cartier Islands, Christmas Island, Cocos (Keeling) Islands, Coral Sea Islands Territory[image: External link], and Heard Island and McDonald Islands,[12] each shown separately. Excludes the claim of the Australian Antarctic Territory (5,896,500 km2 or 2,276,700 sq mi). The UN's previous data,[13] as well as the current data shown by the World Bank and the CIA,[1][14] give the figure as 7,741,220 km2 (2,988,900 sq mi).


	
^ The total area given is from Encyclopædia Britannica and includes disputed territories[image: External link] not under Indian control but claimed by India. The total area claimed by India, according to the figure given by the United Nations and the Indian government, totals 3,287,263 km2 (1,269,219 sq mi).[15]


	
^ Excludes claims on Argentine Antarctica[image: External link] (969,000 km2 or 374,000 sq mi), on Malvinas/Falkland Islands (12,173 km2 or 4,700 sq mi) and on South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands (3,903 km2 or 1,507 sq mi).


	
^ The area of internal waters is officially reported as 0[17] even though several seasonal lakes[image: External link] and permanent reservoirs[image: External link] exist in the country. Prior to 2011, Sudan was the largest country in Africa but the secession of South Sudan led to Algeria becoming the largest country in Africa.


	
^ A total of 1,755,636 km2 (677,855 sq mi) of land area is covered by ice[image: External link]; the ice-free area amounts to 410,450 km2 (158,480 sq mi).[14]


	
^ a b The water area percentage of Sudan prior to the secession of South Sudan was 5.18.


	
^ Prior to the independence of South Sudan in 2011, Sudan's total area as reported by the UN source was 2,505,813 km2 (967,500 sq mi). Updated figure shown is from the CIA.[1]


	
^ The area given is from the 2007 data and the CIA World Factbook.[1][13] The UN Demographic Yearbook[image: External link] lists a figure of 1,628,750 km2 (628,860 sq mi), which refers to land area only.


	
^ Excluding the Ilemi Triangle[image: External link] (14,000 km2 or 5,400 sq mi).


	
^ Includes data for Pakistani-claimed territories of Kashmir[image: External link], Azad Kashmir[image: External link] (13,297 km2 or 5,134 sq mi) and Gilgit–Baltistan[image: External link] (72,520 km2 or 28,000 sq mi).[19] Excluding these territories would produce an area figure of 796,095 km2 (307,374 sq mi).


	
^ Excludes claims in Antarctica[image: External link].


	
^ Source gives area of metropolitan France[image: External link] as 551,500 km2 (212,900 sq mi) and lists overseas regions separately, whose areas sum to 89,179 km2 (34,432 sq mi). Adding these give the total shown here for the entire French Republic[image: External link]. The CIA reports the total as 643,801 km2 (248,573 sq mi).[1] Another source, the French National Institute for Statistics and Economic Studies[image: External link], gives an area figure of 632,759 km2 (244,310 sq mi).[20] (The CIA gives a water area of metropolitan France as 1,530 km2 (590 sq mi).)


	
^ The figure shown includes the area of Somaliland (137,600 km2 or 53,100 sq mi), which is de facto independent from Somalia.


	
^ a b c d e f g Figures shown in this entry are taken from the CIA.[1]


	
^ The figure shown includes the area of Crimea[image: External link] (27,000 km2 or 10,000 sq mi), de facto controlled by Russia, but claimed by Ukraine and internationally recognised as part of it.


	
^ All figures are those cited by the Food and Agriculture Organization[image: External link].[21]


	
^ Does not include Western Sahara[image: External link], shown separately.


	
^ Figure shown is from the 2007 data and the CIA World Factbook.[1][13] The UN figure of 435,244 km2 (168,049 sq mi) excludes the three autonomous provinces of Iraqi Kurdistan[image: External link].


	
^ Includes the Åland Islands[image: External link] (1,552 km2 or 599 sq mi).


	
^ Figures shown are from the CIA World Factbook; the UN data refers to mainland area only. All figures exclude Svalbard[image: External link], Jan Mayen[image: External link] and Bouvet Island[image: External link], shown separately, and the Antarctic territorial claims of Queen Maud Land[image: External link] and Peter I Island[image: External link] (243 km2 or 94 sq mi).


	
^ May or may not include the Galápagos Islands[image: External link] (7,880 km2 or 3,040 sq mi). The 2007 data,[13] as well as the current data given by the CIA, explicitly includes the Galápagos and gives the figure as 283,561 km2 (109,484 sq mi).[1]


	
^ The total area figure is that reported by the National Institute of Statistics and Demography of Burkina Faso (INSD).[22] The water area is that reported by the Food and Agriculture Organization[image: External link][23] and the land area is taken to be the difference between these two figures.


	
^ The government gives the total figure as 266,838 square kilometres (103,027 sq mi).[24] CIA World Factbook has total/land area of 267,710 km2 (103,360 sq mi). All figures exclude Niue, the Cook Islands[image: External link] and Tokelau, shown separately, as well as the Antarctic claim of Ross Dependency.


	
^ Administration is split between Morocco[image: External link] and the Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic[image: External link], both of which claim the entire territory[image: External link].


	
^ Does not include the three Crown dependencies[image: External link] (768 km2 or 297 sq mi) and the 14 overseas territories (1,742,857 km2 or 672,921 sq mi), shown separately.


	
^ Includes the parts of the Golan Heights[image: External link] (1,295 km2 or 500 sq mi) occupied by Israel[image: External link].


	
^ Area according to Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics[image: External link] is 147,570 km2 or 56,980 sq mi.[25]


	
^ Somaliland is claimed in whole by Somalia[image: External link], and has no international recognition


	
^ Benin's official total area increased from 112,622 km2 (43,484 sq mi) to 114,763 km2 (44,310 sq mi) following the resolution of the Lete Island[image: External link] dispute in 2005.[26] The water area is that reported by the Food and Agriculture Organization[image: External link][27] and the land area is the difference between these two figures, rounded to the nearest square kilometre.


	
^ The figure shown includes the area of Kosovo and Metohija[image: External link], which is de facto independent from Serbia as the Republic of Kosovo[image: External link] (10,887 km2 or 4,203 sq mi). The area of Serbia without Kosovo is 77,474 km2 (29,913 sq mi).[1]


	
^ The figure shown includes the area of the Nagorno-Karabakh Republic[image: External link] (11,458 km2 or 4,424 sq mi), which is de facto independent from Azerbaijan.


	
^ The figure shown includes the areas of Abkhazia[image: External link] (8,660 km2 or 3,340 sq mi)[28] and South Ossetia[image: External link] (3,900 km2 or 1,500 sq mi),[29] both de facto independent from Georgia.


	
^ The UN gives a combined area for Svalbard and Jan Mayen[image: External link] as 62,422 km2 (24,101 sq mi). The separate figures shown are from the CIA World Factbook.[1]


	
^ The UN figure includes only the constituent country Denmark; the entire Kingdom of Denmark[image: External link], including Greenland[image: External link] and the Faroe Islands[image: External link] covers 2,220,093 km2 (857,183 sq mi) and would be 12th.


	
^ a b c Data for the Netherlands is from the Central Bureau of Statistics.[30] Source gives area of European Netherlands as 41,528 km2 (16,034 sq mi) and lists the three special municipalities separately, whose areas sum to 322 km2 (124 sq mi). Adding these gives the total shown here for the entire country of the Netherlands.[31] Adding the constituent countries of Aruba[image: External link], Curaçao[image: External link] and Sint Maarten, the total area of the Kingdom of the Netherlands[image: External link] covers 42,508 km2 (16,412 sq mi).


	
^ The figure from the UN demographic yearbook (41,277 km2 or 15,937 sq mi) excludes the areas of state forests and communanzas,[further explanation needed[image: External link]] which amount to 7.15 km2 (2.76 sq mi). The figure here is from the 2007 data.[13]


	
^ The UN source does not include data for the Republic of China on Taiwan. The figure shown is from the 2012 Statistical Data from the Ministry of the Interior[image: External link], Republic of China. The CIA gives a total area of 35,980 km2 (13,890 sq mi). The total constitutional land area of the Republic of China is 11,420,000 km2 (4,410,000 sq mi), which includes modern-day Taiwan, Mongolia, and Mainland China[image: External link].[32]


	
^ The figure shown includes the area of Transnistria[image: External link] (4,163 km2 or 1,607 sq mi), which is de facto independent from Moldova.


	
^ Figures shown are all Israeli-controlled areas, including the West Bank/Judea and Samaria. The UN/Israel Central Bureau of Statistics[image: External link] has a figure of 22,072 km2 (8,522 sq mi), excluding these areas, while CIA operates with a number of 20,770 excluding the Golan Heights[image: External link] (1,200 km2 or 460 sq mi) and East Jerusalem[image: External link] (70 km2 or 27 sq mi). Neither the West Bank nor the Golan Heights is internationally recognised as being part of Israel, which regards the Golan Heights and East Jerusalem as having been annexed.


	
^ Nagorno-Karabakh is claimed in whole by Azerbaijan[image: External link], and has no international recognition[image: External link]


	
^ Kosovo is claimed in whole by Serbia[image: External link], and has limited international recognition[image: External link]


	
^ Includes the largely unrecognized but de facto independent Northern Cyprus[image: External link] (3,355 km2 or 1,295 sq mi), the UN buffer zone[image: External link] (346 km2 or 134 sq mi) and Akrotiri and Dhekelia (254 km2 or 98 sq mi).[1]


	
^ Abkhazia is claimed in whole by Georgia[image: External link], and has limited international recognition[image: External link]


	
^ The UN source has no data for the French Southern and Antarctic Lands. The figure given here is the total of all areas listed separately in the CIA World Factbook.[33]


	
^ The CIA gives the areas of the West Bank[image: External link] and the Gaza Strip[image: External link] separately as 5,860 km2 (2,260 sq mi) and 360 km2 (140 sq mi) respectively (https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/we.html[image: External link]; https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/gz.html[image: External link]). The figure for the West Bank includes East Jerusalem[image: External link] and Jerusalem No Man's Land[image: External link], but excludes Mount Scopus[image: External link].[1]


	
^ Transnistria is claimed in whole by Moldova[image: External link], and has limited international recognition[image: External link]


	
^ South Ossetia is claimed in whole by Georgia[image: External link], and has limited international recognition[image: External link]


	
^ Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus is a self-declared[image: External link] state recognised only by Turkey[image: External link].


	
^ Figure shown is from the 2007 data and the CIA World Factbook.[1][13] The UN figure of 1,969 km2 (760 sq mi) excludes the Agaléga Islands[image: External link] and Cargados Carajos[image: External link].


	
^ Figure shown is from the CIA World Factbook.[1] UN figure of 2,235 km2 (863 sq mi) includes Mayotte[image: External link] 374 km2 (144 sq mi), an overseas department[image: External link] of France[image: External link].


	
^ Åland Islands is an Autonomous region of Finland. As an Autonomous region of Finland, it is inside the European Union[image: External link].


	
^ There are some lakes and streams of unknown area.


	
^ The figure shown is from the CIA World Factbook,[1] and refers to land area only. The UN figure excludes 84 km2 (32 sq mi) of uninhabited islands.


	
^ The figure shown is from the CIA Factbook.[1] The UN value of 539 km2 (208 sq mi) refers to habitable area only and excludes the country's central forest reserve.


	
^ The total area of Saint Helena[image: External link] is 122 square kilometres (47 sq mi), Ascension Island[image: External link] is 88 square kilometres (34 sq mi), and Tristan da Cunha[image: External link] is 98 square kilometres (38 sq mi).


	
^ Niue, in free association[image: External link] with New Zealand, has limited international recognition[image: External link]


	
^ The Cook Islands, in free association[image: External link] with New Zealand, has limited international recognition[image: External link]


	
^ a b Data is from the 2007 statistics.[13]


	
^ The UN gives no information for the British Indian Ocean Territory. The figure given here was taken from the CIA Factbook, and refers to land area only.[1]


	
^ The figure shown is from the CIA Factbook, and includes Henderson[image: External link], Ducie[image: External link], and Oeno Island[image: External link].[1] The UN figure is 5 km2 or 1.9 sq mi, and only includes area for Pitcairn island itself, the only inhabited island in the group.


	
^ Current statistics: March 2014 – Direcçāo dos Serviços de Cartografia e Cadastro (Cartography and Cadastre Bureau)[image: External link] Including University of Macau[image: External link]'s New Hengqin[image: External link] Campus
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Gross domestic Product






"GDP" redirects here. For other uses, see GDP (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Gross domestic product (GDP) is a monetary measure[image: External link] of the market value of all final goods and services produced in a period (quarterly or yearly). Nominal GDP estimates are commonly used to determine the economic performance of a whole country or region, and to make international comparisons. Nominal GDP per capita does not, however, reflect differences in the cost of living[image: External link] and the inflation rates[image: External link] of the countries; therefore using a basis of GDP at purchasing power parity (PPP) is arguably more useful when comparing differences in living standards[image: External link] between nations.
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 Definition




The OECD[image: External link] defines GDP as "an aggregate measure of production equal to the sum of the gross values added[image: External link] of all resident and institutional units engaged in production (plus any taxes, and minus any subsidies, on products not included in the value of their outputs).”[2] An IMF[image: External link] publication states that "GDP measures the monetary value of final goods and services - that is, those that are bought by the final user - produced in a country in a given period of time (say a quarter or a year)."[3]

Total GDP can also be broken down into the contribution of each industry or sector of the economy.[4] The ratio of GDP to the total population of the region is the per capita GDP[image: External link] and the same is called Mean Standard of Living.
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 History




William Petty[image: External link] came up with a basic concept of GDP to defend landlords against unfair taxation during warfare between the Dutch and the English between 1652 and 1674.[5] Charles Davenant[image: External link] developed the method further in 1695.[6] The modern concept of GDP was first developed by Simon Kuznets[image: External link] for a US Congress[image: External link] report in 1934.[7] In this report, Kuznets warned against its use as a measure of welfare[image: External link] (see below under limitations and criticisms[image: External link]). After the Bretton Woods conference[image: External link] in 1944, GDP became the main tool for measuring a country's economy.[8] At that time gross national product[image: External link] (GNP) was the preferred estimate, which differed from GDP in that it measured production by a country's citizens at home and abroad rather than its 'resident institutional units' (see OECD[image: External link] definition above). The switch from "GNP" to "GDP" in the US was in 1991, trailing behind most other nations.

The history of the concept of GDP should be distinguished from the history of changes in ways of estimating it. The value added by firms is relatively easy to calculate from their accounts, but the value added by the public sector, by financial industries, and by intangible asset creation is more complex. These activities are increasingly important in developed economies, and the international conventions governing their estimation and their inclusion or exclusion in GDP regularly change in an attempt to keep up with industrial advances. In the words of one academic economist "The actual number for GDP is therefore the product of a vast patchwork of statistics and a complicated set of processes carried out on the raw data to fit them to the conceptual framework."[9]
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GDP can be determined in three ways, all of which should, in principle, give the same result. They are the production (or output or value added) approach, the income approach[image: External link], or the expenditure approach.

The most direct of the three is the production approach, which sums the outputs of every class of enterprise to arrive at the total. The expenditure approach works on the principle that all of the product must be bought by somebody, therefore the value of the total product must be equal to people's total expenditures in buying things. The income approach works on the principle that the incomes of the productive factors ("producers," colloquially) must be equal to the value of their product, and determines GDP by finding the sum of all producers' incomes.[10]
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 Production approach




This approach mirrors the OECD[image: External link] definition given above.


	Estimate the gross value of domestic output out of the many various economic activities;

	Determine the intermediate consumption[image: External link], i.e., the cost of material, supplies and services used to produce final goods or services.

	Deduct intermediate consumption from gross value to obtain the gross value added.



Gross value added[image: External link] = gross value of output – value of intermediate consumption.

Value of output = value of the total sales of goods and services plus value of changes in the inventory.

The sum of the gross value added in the various economic activities is known as "GDP at factor cost".

GDP at factor cost plus indirect taxes less subsidies on products = "GDP at producer price".

For measuring output of domestic product, economic activities (i.e. industries) are classified into various sectors. After classifying economic activities, the output of each sector is calculated by any of the following two methods:


	By multiplying the output of each sector by their respective market price and adding them together

	By collecting data on gross sales and inventories from the records of companies and adding them together



The gross value of all sectors is then added to get the gross value added (GVA) at factor cost. Subtracting each sector's intermediate consumption from gross output gives the GDP at factor cost. Adding indirect tax minus subsidies in GDP at factor cost gives the "GDP at producer prices".
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 Income approach




The second way of estimating GDP is to use "the sum of primary incomes distributed by resident producer units".[2]

If GDP is calculated this way it is sometimes called gross domestic income (GDI), or GDP (I). GDI should provide the same amount as the expenditure method described later. (By definition, GDI = GDP. In practice, however, measurement errors will make the two figures slightly off when reported by national statistical agencies.)

This method measures GDP by adding incomes that firms pay households for factors of production they hire - wages for labour, interest for capital, rent for land and profits for entrepreneurship.

The US "National Income and Expenditure Accounts" divide incomes into five categories:


	Wages, salaries, and supplementary labour income

	Corporate profits

	Interest and miscellaneous investment income

	Farmers' incomes

	Income from non-farm unincorporated businesses



These five income components sum to net domestic income at factor cost.

Two adjustments must be made to get GDP:


	Indirect taxes minus subsidies are added to get from factor cost to market prices.

	Depreciation (or capital consumption allowance[image: External link]) is added to get from net domestic product to gross domestic product.



Total income can be subdivided according to various schemes, leading to various formulae for GDP measured by the income approach. A common one is:


	GDP = compensation of employees[image: External link] + gross operating surplus[image: External link] + gross mixed income[image: External link] + taxes less subsidies on production and imports

	
GDP = COE + GOS + GMI + TP & M – SP & M





	
Compensation of employees (COE) measures the total remuneration to employees for work done. It includes wages and salaries, as well as employer contributions to social security[image: External link] and other such programs.

	
Gross operating surplus (GOS) is the surplus due to owners of incorporated businesses. Often called profits[image: External link], although only a subset of total costs are subtracted from gross output[image: External link] to calculate GOS.

	
Gross mixed income (GMI) is the same measure as GOS, but for unincorporated businesses. This often includes most small businesses.



The sum of COE, GOS and GMI is called total factor income; it is the income of all of the factors of production in society. It measures the value of GDP at factor (basic) prices. The difference between basic prices and final prices (those used in the expenditure calculation) is the total taxes and subsidies that the government has levied or paid on that production. So adding taxes less subsidies on production and imports converts GDP at factor cost[image: External link] to GDP(I).

Total factor income is also sometimes expressed as:


	
Total factor income = employee compensation + corporate profits + proprietor's income + rental income + net interest[12]
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 Expenditure approach




The third way to estimate GDP is to calculate the sum of the final uses of goods and services (all uses except intermediate consumption) measured in purchasers' prices.[2]

Market goods which are produced are purchased by someone. In the case where a good is produced and unsold, the standard accounting convention is that the producer has bought the good from themselves. Therefore, measuring the total expenditure used to buy things is a way of measuring production. This is known as the expenditure method of calculating GDP.
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 Components of GDP by expenditure




GDP (Y) is the sum of consumption (C), investment (I), government spending (G) and net exports (X – M).


	
Y = C + I + G + (X − M)




Here is a description of each GDP component:


	
C (consumption) is normally the largest GDP component in the economy, consisting of private expenditures in the economy (household final consumption expenditure[image: External link]). These personal expenditures fall under one of the following categories: durable goods[image: External link], nondurable goods, and services. Examples include food, rent, jewelry, gasoline, and medical expenses, but not the purchase of new housing.

	
I (investment) includes, for instance, business investment in equipment, but does not include exchanges of existing assets. Examples include construction of a new mine[image: External link], purchase of software, or purchase of machinery and equipment for a factory. Spending by households (not government) on new houses is also included in investment. In contrast to its colloquial meaning, "investment" in GDP does not mean purchases of financial products[image: External link]. Buying financial products is classed as ' saving[image: External link]', as opposed to investment. This avoids double-counting: if one buys shares in a company, and the company uses the money received to buy plant, equipment, etc., the amount will be counted toward GDP when the company spends the money on those things; to also count it when one gives it to the company would be to count two times an amount that only corresponds to one group of products. Buying bonds[image: External link] or stocks[image: External link] is a swapping of deeds[image: External link], a transfer of claims on future production, not directly an expenditure on products.

	
G (government spending) is the sum of government expenditures[image: External link] on final goods[image: External link] and services. It includes salaries of public servants[image: External link], purchases of weapons for the military and any investment expenditure by a government. It does not include any transfer payments[image: External link], such as social security[image: External link] or unemployment benefits[image: External link].

	
X (exports) represents gross exports. GDP captures the amount a country produces, including goods and services produced for other nations' consumption, therefore exports are added.

	
M (imports) represents gross imports. Imports are subtracted since imported goods will be included in the terms G, I, or C, and must be deducted to avoid counting foreign supply[image: External link] as domestic.



Note that C, G, and I are expenditures on final goods[image: External link] and services; expenditures on intermediate goods and services do not count. (Intermediate goods and services are those used by businesses to produce other goods and services within the accounting year.[13])

According to the U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis, which is responsible for calculating the national accounts in the United States, "In general, the source data for the expenditures components are considered more reliable than those for the income components [see income method, below]."[14]
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 GDP vs GNI




GDP can be contrasted with gross national product[image: External link] (GNP) or, as it is now known, gross national income[image: External link] (GNI). The difference is that GDP defines its scope according to location, while GNI defines its scope according to ownership. In a global context, world GDP and world GNI[image: External link] are, therefore, equivalent terms.

GDP is product produced within a country's borders; GNI is product produced by enterprises owned by a country's citizens. The two would be the same if all of the productive enterprises in a country were owned by its own citizens, and those citizens did not own productive enterprises in any other countries. In practice, however, foreign ownership makes GDP and GNI non-identical. Production within a country's borders, but by an enterprise owned by somebody outside the country, counts as part of its GDP but not its GNI; on the other hand, production by an enterprise located outside the country, but owned by one of its citizens, counts as part of its GNI but not its GDP.

For example, the GNI of the USA is the value of output produced by American-owned firms, regardless of where the firms are located. Similarly, if a country becomes increasingly in debt, and spends large amounts of income servicing this debt this will be reflected in a decreased GNI but not a decreased GDP. Similarly, if a country sells off its resources to entities outside their country this will also be reflected over time in decreased GNI, but not decreased GDP. This would make the use of GDP more attractive for politicians in countries with increasing national debt and decreasing assets.

Gross national income (GNI) equals GDP plus income receipts from the rest of the world minus income payments to the rest of the world.[15]

In 1991, the United States switched from using GNP to using GDP as its primary measure of production.[16] The relationship between United States GDP and GNP is shown in table 1.7.5 of the National Income and Product Accounts[image: External link].[17]
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 International standards




The international standard for measuring GDP is contained in the book System of National Accounts[image: External link] (1993), which was prepared by representatives of the International Monetary Fund[image: External link], European Union[image: External link], Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development[image: External link], United Nations[image: External link] and World Bank[image: External link]. The publication is normally referred to as SNA93 to distinguish it from the previous edition published in 1968 (called SNA68) [18]

SNA93 provides a set of rules and procedures for the measurement of national accounts. The standards are designed to be flexible, to allow for differences in local statistical needs and conditions.
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 National measurement




Within each country GDP is normally measured by a national government statistical agency, as private sector organizations normally do not have access to the information required (especially information on expenditure and production by governments).

Main article: National agencies responsible for GDP measurement[image: External link]
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 Nominal GDP and adjustments to GDP




The raw GDP figure as given by the equations above is called the nominal, historical, or current, GDP. When one compares GDP figures from one year to another, it is desirable to compensate for changes in the value of money – i.e., for the effects of inflation or deflation. To make it more meaningful for year-to-year comparisons, it may be multiplied by the ratio between the value of money in the year the GDP was measured and the value of money in a base year.

For example, suppose a country's GDP in 1990 was $100 million and its GDP in 2000 was $300 million. Suppose also that inflation had halved the value of its currency over that period. To meaningfully compare its GDP in 2000 to its GDP in 1990, we could multiply the GDP in 2000 by one-half, to make it relative to 1990 as a base year. The result would be that the GDP in 2000 equals $300 million × one-half = $150 million, in 1990 monetary terms. We would see that the country's GDP had realistically increased 50 percent[image: External link] over that period, not 200 percent, as it might appear from the raw GDP data. The GDP adjusted for changes in money value in this way is called the real, or constant, GDP[image: External link].

The factor used to convert GDP from current to constant values in this way is called the GDP deflator[image: External link]. Unlike consumer price index[image: External link], which measures inflation or deflation in the price of household consumer goods, the GDP deflator measures changes in the prices of all domestically produced goods and services in an economy including investment goods and government services, as well as household consumption goods.[19]

Constant-GDP figures allow us to calculate a GDP growth rate, which indicates how much a country's production has increased (or decreased, if the growth rate is negative) compared to the previous year.


	Real GDP growth rate for year n = [(Real GDP in year n) − (Real GDP in year n − 1)] / (Real GDP in year n − 1)



Another thing that it may be desirable to account for is population growth. If a country's GDP doubled over a certain period, but its population tripled, the increase in GDP may not mean that the standard of living increased for the country's residents; the average person in the country is producing less than they were before. Per-capita GDP is a measure to account for population growth.
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 Cross-border comparison and purchasing power parity




The level of GDP in different countries may be compared by converting their value in national currency according to either the current currency exchange rate, or the purchasing power parity exchange rate.


	
Current currency exchange rate is the exchange rate[image: External link] in the international foreign exchange market[image: External link].

	
Purchasing power parity exchange rate is the exchange rate based on the purchasing power parity (PPP) of a currency relative to a selected standard (usually the United States dollar[image: External link]). This is a comparative (and theoretical) exchange rate, the only way to directly realize this rate is to sell an entire CPI[image: External link] basket in one country, convert the cash at the currency market rate & then rebuy that same basket of goods in the other country (with the converted cash). Going from country to country, the distribution of prices within the basket will vary; typically, non-tradable purchases will consume a greater proportion of the basket's total cost in the higher GDP country, per the Balassa-Samuelson effect[image: External link].



The ranking of countries may differ significantly based on which method is used.


	The current exchange rate method converts the value of goods and services using global currency exchange rates[image: External link]. The method can offer better indications of a country's international purchasing power. For instance, if 10% of GDP is being spent on buying hi-tech foreign arms[image: External link], the number of weapons purchased is entirely governed by current exchange rates, since arms are a traded product bought on the international market. There is no meaningful 'local' price distinct from the international price for high technology goods. The PPP method of GDP conversion is more relevant to non-traded goods and services. In the above example if hi-tech weapons are to be produced internally their amount will be governed by GDP(PPP) rather than nominal GDP.



There is a clear pattern of the purchasing power parity method decreasing the disparity in GDP between high and low income (GDP) countries, as compared to the current exchange rate method. This finding is called the Penn effect[image: External link].

For more information, see Measures of national income and output[image: External link].
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 Standard of living and GDP: Wealth distribution and externalities




GDP per capita is often used as an indicator of living standards.[20]

The major advantage of GDP per capita as an indicator of standard of living is that it is measured frequently, widely, and consistently. It is measured frequently in that most countries provide information on GDP on a quarterly basis, allowing trends to be seen quickly. It is measured widely in that some measure of GDP is available for almost every country in the world, allowing inter-country comparisons. It is measured consistently in that the technical definition of GDP is relatively consistent among countries.

GDP does not include several factors that influence the standard of living. In particular, it fails to account for:


	
Externalities[image: External link] – Economic growth may entail an increase in negative externalities that are not directly measured in GDP.[21][22] Increased industrial output might grow GDP, but any pollution is not counted.[23]


	
Non-market transactions– GDP excludes activities that are not provided through the market, such as household production, bartering of goods and services, and volunteer or unpaid services.

	
Non-monetary economy– GDP omits economies where no money comes into play at all, resulting in inaccurate or abnormally low GDP figures. For example, in countries with major business transactions occurring informally, portions of local economy are not easily registered. Bartering[image: External link] may be more prominent than the use of money, even extending to services.[22]


	
Quality improvements and inclusion of new products– by not fully adjusting for quality improvements and new products, GDP understates true economic growth[image: External link]. For instance, although computers today are less expensive and more powerful than computers from the past, GDP treats them as the same products by only accounting for the monetary value. The introduction of new products is also difficult to measure accurately and is not reflected in GDP despite the fact that it may increase the standard of living. For example, even the richest person in 1900 could not purchase standard products, such as antibiotics and cell phones, that an average consumer can buy today, since such modern conveniences did not exist then.

	
Sustainability of growth– GDP is a measurement of economic historic activity and is not necessarily a projection.

	
Wealth distribution[image: External link] – GDP does not account for variances in incomes of various demographic groups. See income inequality metrics[image: External link] for discussion of a variety of inequality-based economic measures.[22]




It can be argued that GDP per capita as an indicator standard of living is correlated with these factors, capturing them indirectly.[20][24] As a result, GDP per capita as a standard of living is a continued usage because most people have a fairly accurate idea of what it is and know it is tough to come up with quantitative measures for such constructs as happiness, quality of life, and well-being.[20]
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 Limitations and criticisms
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 Limitations at introduction




Simon Kuznets[image: External link], the economist who developed the first comprehensive set of measures of national income, stated in his first report to the US Congress in 1934, in a section titled "Uses and Abuses of National Income Measurements":[7]


The valuable capacity of the human mind to simplify a complex situation in a compact characterization becomes dangerous when not controlled in terms of definitely stated criteria. With quantitative measurements especially, the definiteness of the result suggests, often misleadingly, a precision and simplicity in the outlines of the object measured. Measurements of national income are subject to this type of illusion and resulting abuse, especially since they deal with matters that are the center of conflict of opposing social groups where the effectiveness of an argument is often contingent upon oversimplification. [...]




All these qualifications upon estimates of national income as an index of productivity are just as important when income measurements are interpreted from the point of view of economic welfare. But in the latter case additional difficulties will be suggested to anyone who wants to penetrate below the surface of total figures and market values. Economic welfare cannot be adequately measured unless the personal distribution of income is known. And no income measurement undertakes to estimate the reverse side of income, that is, the intensity and unpleasantness of effort going into the earning of income. The welfare of a nation can, therefore, scarcely be inferred from a measurement of national income as defined above.



In 1962, Kuznets stated:[25]


Distinctions must be kept in mind between quantity and quality of growth, between costs and returns, and between the short and long run. Goals for more growth should specify more growth of what and for what.




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Further criticisms




Ever since the development of GDP, multiple observers have pointed out limitations of using GDP as the overarching measure of economic and social progress.

Many environmentalists[image: External link] argue that GDP is a poor measure of social progress because it does not take into account harm to the environment[image: External link].[26][27]

Although a high or rising level of GDP is often associated with increased economic and social progress within a country, a number of scholars have pointed out that this does not necessarily play out in many instances. For example, Jean Drèze[image: External link] and Amartya Sen[image: External link] have pointed out that an increase in GDP or in GDP growth does not necessarily lead to a higher standard of living, particularly in areas such as healthcare and education.[28] Another important area that does not necessarily improve along with GDP is political liberty, which is most notable in China, where GDP growth is strong yet political liberties are heavily restricted.[29]

GDP does not account for the distribution of income among the residents of a country, because GDP is merely an aggregate measure. An economy may be highly developed or growing rapidly, but also contain a wide gap between the rich and the poor in a society. These inequalities often occur on the lines of race, ethnicity, gender, religion, or other minority status within countries. This can lead to misleading characterizations of economic well-being if the income distribution is heavily skewed toward the high end, as the poorer residents will not directly benefit from the overall level of wealth and income generated in their country. Even GDP per capita measures may have the same downside if inequality is high. For example, South Africa during apartheid ranked high in terms of GDP per capita, but the benefits of this immense wealth and income were not shared equally among the country.[citation needed[image: External link]]

GDP does not take into account the value of household and other unpaid work[image: External link]. Some, including Martha Nussbaum[image: External link], argue that this value should be included in measuring GDP, as household labor is largely a substitute for goods and services that would otherwise be purchased for value.[30] Even under conservative estimates, the value of unpaid labor in Australia has been calculated to be over 50% of the country's GDP.[31] A later study analyzed this value in other countries, with results ranging from a low of about 15% in Canada (using conservative estimates) to high of nearly 70% in the United Kingdom (using more liberal estimates). For the United States, the value was estimated to be between about 20% on the low end to nearly 50% on the high end, depending on the methodology being used.[32] Because many public policies are shaped by GDP calculations and by the related field of national accounts[image: External link],[33] the non-inclusion of unpaid work in calculating GDP can create distortions in public policy, and some economists have advocated for changes in the way public policies are formed and implemented.[34]

The UK's Natural Capital Committee[image: External link] highlighted the shortcomings of GDP in its advice to the UK Government in 2013, pointing out that GDP "focuses on flows, not stocks. As a result, an economy can run down its assets yet, at the same time, record high levels of GDP growth, until a point is reached where the depleted assets act as a check on future growth". They then went on to say that "it is apparent that the recorded GDP growth rate overstates the sustainable growth rate. Broader measures of wellbeing and wealth are needed for this and there is a danger that short-term decisions based solely on what is currently measured by national accounts may prove to be costly in the long-term".
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 Proposals to overcome GDP limitations




In response to these and other limitations of using GDP, alternative approaches have emerged.


	In the 1980s, Amartya Sen[image: External link] and Martha Nussbaum[image: External link] developed the capability approach[image: External link], which focuses on the functional capabilities enjoyed by people within a country, rather than the aggregate wealth held within a country. These capabilities consist of the functions that a person is able to achieve.[35]


	In 1990 Mahbub ul Haq[image: External link], a Pakistani Economist at the United Nations, introduced the Human Development Index[image: External link] (HDI). The HDI is a composite index of life expectancy at birth, adult literacy rate and standard of living measured as a logarithmic function of GDP, adjusted to purchasing power parity.

	In 1989, John B. Cobb[image: External link] and Herman Daly[image: External link] introduced Index of Sustainable Economic Welfare (ISEW)[image: External link] by taking into account various other factors such as consumption of nonrenewable resources and degradation of the environment. The new formula deducted from GDP (personal consumption + public non-defensive expenditures - private defensive expenditures + capital formation + services from domestic labour - costs of environmental degradation - depreciation of natural capital)

	In 2005, Med Jones[image: External link], an American Economist, at the International Institute of Management, introduced the first secular Gross National Happiness Index a.k.a Gross National Well-being[image: External link] framework and Index to complement GDP economics with additional seven dimensions, including environment, education, and government, work, social and health (mental and physical) indicators. The proposal was inspired by the King of Bhutan's GNH[image: External link] philosophy.[36][37][38]


	In 2009 the European Union released a communication titled GDP and beyond: Measuring progress in a changing world[39] that identified five actions to improve the indicators of progress in ways that make it more responsive to the concerns of its citizens: Introduced a proposal to complementing GDP with environmental and social indicators

	In 2009 Professors Joseph Stiglitz[image: External link], Amartya Sen[image: External link], and Jean-Paul Fitoussi[image: External link] at the Commission on the Measurement of Economic Performance and Social Progress[image: External link] (CMEPSP), formed by French President, Nicolas Sarkozy[image: External link] published a proposal to overcome the limitation of GDP economics to expand the focus to well-being economics with wellbeing framework consisting of health, environment, work, physical safety, economic safety, political freedom.

	In 2012, the Karma Ura of the Center for Bhutan Studies published Bhutan Local GNH Index contributors to happiness—physical, mental and spiritual health; time-balance; social and community vitality; cultural vitality; education; living standards; good governance; and ecological vitality. The Bhutan GNH Index[image: External link].[40]


	In 2013 OECD Better Life Index[image: External link] was published by the OECD. The dimensions of the index included health, economic, workplace, income, jobs, housing, civic engagement, life satisfaction

	In 2013 professors John Helliwell, Richard Layard[image: External link] and Jeffrey Sachs[image: External link] published World Happiness Report[image: External link] and proposed to measure other wellbeing indicators in addition to GDP. the evaluation framework included GDP per capita, Gini (income inequality), life satisfaction, health, freedom of life choices, trust and absence of corruption.
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 Lists of countries by their GDP





	Lists of countries by GDP[image: External link]

	
List of countries by GDP (nominal), (per capita)

	List of continents by GDP (nominal)[image: External link]

	
List of countries by GDP (PPP), (per capita), (per hour[image: External link])

	
List of countries by GDP (real) growth rate[image: External link], (per capita[image: External link])

	List of countries by GDP sector composition[image: External link]

	
List of IMF ranked countries by past and projected GDP (PPP)[image: External link], (per capita[image: External link]), ( nominal[image: External link])
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 See also






	Annual average GDP growth[image: External link]

	Capability approach[image: External link]

	Chained volume series[image: External link]

	Circular flow of income[image: External link]

	Economic growth[image: External link]

	GDP density[image: External link]

	Gross output[image: External link]

	Gross regional domestic product[image: External link]

	Gross state product[image: External link]

	Gross value added[image: External link]

	Gross world product[image: External link]

	Intermediate consumption[image: External link]

	Inventory investment[image: External link]

	List of countries by average wage[image: External link]

	List of countries by household income[image: External link]

	List of countries by GDP (nominal)

	List of countries by GDP (nominal) per capita

	List of countries by GDP (PPP)

	List of countries by GDP (PPP) per capita

	List of economic reports by U.S. government agencies[image: External link]

	Misery index (economics)[image: External link]

	National average salary[image: External link]

	Potential output[image: External link]

	Production (economics)[image: External link]

	Productivism[image: External link]

	Real gross domestic product[image: External link]
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Purchasing power Parity






Purchasing power parity (PPP) is an economic theory[image: External link] that states that the exchange rate[image: External link] between two currencies equal the ratio of the currencies' respective purchasing power[image: External link]. Theories that invoke purchasing power parity assume that in some circumstances (for example, as a long-run tendency) it would cost exactly the same number of, for example, US dollars[image: External link] to buy euros[image: External link] and then to use the proceeds to buy a market basket of goods as it would cost to use those dollars directly in purchasing the market basket of goods. A fall in either currency's purchasing power would lead to a proportional decrease in that currency's valuation on the foreign exchange market[image: External link].

The concept of purchasing power parity allows one to estimate what the exchange rate[image: External link] between two currencies would have to be in order for the exchange to be at par with the purchasing power[image: External link] of the two countries' currencies. Using that PPP rate for hypothetical currency conversions, a given amount of one currency thus has the same purchasing power whether used directly to purchase a market basket of goods or used to convert at the PPP rate to the other currency and then purchase the market basket using that currency. Observed deviations of the exchange rate from purchasing power parity are measured by deviations of the real exchange rate[image: External link] from its PPP value of 1.

PPP exchange rates help costing[image: External link] but exclude profits. So, it is reckoned as more efficient methodology than the use of market exchange rates. For example, suppose that two countries produce the same physical amounts of goods as each other in each of two different years. Since market exchange rates fluctuate substantially, when the GDP of one country measured in its own currency is converted to the other country's currency using market exchange rates, one country might be inferred to have higher real GDP[image: External link] than the other country in one year but lower in the other; both of these inferences would fail to reflect the reality of their relative levels of production. But if one country's GDP is converted into the other country's currency using PPP exchange rates instead of observed market exchange rates, the false inference will not occur. Essentially GDP PPP controls for the different costs of living and price levels, usually relative to the United States Dollar, thus enabling a more accurate depiction of a given nation's level of production.



TOP
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 Concept




The idea originated with the School of Salamanca[image: External link] in the 16th century, and was developed in its modern form by Gustav Cassel[image: External link] in 1918.[1][2] The concept is based on the law of one price[image: External link], where in the absence of transaction costs[image: External link] and official trade barriers[image: External link], identical goods will have the same price in different markets when the prices are expressed in the same currency.[3]

Another interpretation is that the difference in the rate of change in prices at home and abroad—the difference in the inflation rates—is equal to the percentage depreciation or appreciation of the exchange rate.

Deviations from parity imply differences in purchasing power of a "basket of goods" across countries, which means that for the purposes of many international comparisons, countries' GDPs or other national income statistics need to be "PPP-adjusted" and converted into common units. The best-known purchasing power adjustment is the Geary–Khamis dollar[image: External link] (the "international dollar"). The real exchange rate[image: External link] is then equal to the nominal exchange rate, adjusted for differences in price levels. If purchasing power parity held exactly, then the real exchange rate would always equal one. However, in practice the real exchange rates exhibit both short run and long run deviations from this value, for example due to reasons illuminated in the Balassa–Samuelson theorem[image: External link].

There can be marked differences between purchasing power adjusted incomes and those converted via market exchange rates.[4] For example, the World Bank's[image: External link] World Development Indicators 2005 estimated that in 2003, one Geary-Khamis dollar[image: External link] was equivalent to about 1.8 Chinese yuan[image: External link] by purchasing power parity[5]—considerably different from the nominal exchange rate. This discrepancy has large implications; for instance, when converted via the nominal exchange rates GDP per capita in India is about US$[image: External link]1,965[6] while on a PPP basis it is about US$7,197.[7] At the other extreme, Denmark's[image: External link] nominal GDP per capita is around US$62,100, but its PPP figure is US$37,304.
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 Functions




The purchasing power parity exchange rate serves two main functions. PPP exchange rates can be useful for making comparisons between countries because they stay fairly constant from day to day or week to week and only change modestly, if at all, from year to year. Second, over a period of years, exchange rates do tend to move in the general direction of the PPP exchange rate and there is some value to knowing in which direction the exchange rate is more likely to shift over the long run.
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 Measurement




The PPP exchange-rate calculation is controversial because of the difficulties of finding comparable baskets of goods[image: External link] to compare purchasing power across countries.[8][citation needed[image: External link]]

Estimation of purchasing power parity is complicated by the fact that countries do not simply differ in a uniform price level[image: External link]; rather, the difference in food prices may be greater than the difference in housing prices, while also less than the difference in entertainment prices. People in different countries typically consume different baskets of goods. It is necessary to compare the cost of baskets of goods and services using a price index[image: External link]. This is a difficult task because purchasing patterns and even the goods available to purchase differ across countries.

Thus, it is necessary to make adjustments for differences in the quality of goods and services. Furthermore, the basket of goods representative of one economy will vary from that of another: Americans eat more bread; Chinese more rice. Hence a PPP calculated using the US consumption as a base will differ from that calculated using China as a base. Additional statistical difficulties arise with multilateral comparisons when (as is usually the case) more than two countries are to be compared.

Various ways of averaging bilateral PPPs can provide a more stable multilateral comparison, but at the cost of distorting bilateral ones. These are all general issues of indexing; as with other price indices[image: External link] there is no way to reduce complexity to a single number that is equally satisfying for all purposes. Nevertheless, PPPs are typically robust in the face of the many problems that arise in using market exchange rates to make comparisons.

For example, in 2005 the price of a gallon of gasoline in Saudi Arabia was USD 0.91, and in Norway the price was USD 6.27.[9] The significant differences in price wouldn't contribute to accuracy in a PPP analysis, despite all of the variables that contribute to the significant differences in price. More comparisons have to be made and used as variables in the overall formulation of the PPP.

When PPP comparisons are to be made over some interval of time, proper account needs to be made of inflationary[image: External link] effects.
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 Law of one price




Although it may seem as if PPPs and the law of one price[image: External link] are the same, there is a difference: the law of one price applies to individual commodities whereas PPP applies to the general price level. If the law of one price is true for all commodities then PPP is also therefore true; however, when discussing the validity of PPP, some argue that the law of one price does not need to be true exactly for PPP to be valid. If the law of one price is not true for a certain commodity, the price levels will not differ enough from the level predicted by PPP.[10]

The purchasing power parity theory states that the exchange rate between one currency and another currency is in equlibirium when their domestic purchasing powers at that rate of exchange are equivalent.
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Main article: Big Mac Index[image: External link]


Another example of one measure of the law of one price[image: External link], which underlies purchasing power parity, is the Big Mac Index, popularized by The Economist, which compares the prices of a Big Mac[image: External link] burger in McDonald's[image: External link] restaurants in different countries. The Big Mac Index is presumably useful because although it is based on a single consumer product that may not be typical, it is a relatively standardized product that includes input costs from a wide range of sectors in the local economy, such as agricultural commodities (beef, bread, lettuce, cheese), labor (blue and white collar), advertising, rent and real estate costs, transportation, etc.

In theory, the law of one price would hold that if, to take an example, the Canadian dollar were to be significantly overvalued relative to the U.S. dollar according to the Big Mac Index, that gap should be unsustainable because Canadians would import their Big Macs from or travel to the U.S. to consume them, thus putting upward demand pressure on the U.S. dollar by virtue of Canadians buying the U.S. dollars needed to purchase the U.S.-made Big Macs and simultaneously placing downward supply pressure on the Canadian dollar by virtue of Canadians selling their currency in order to buy those same U.S. dollars.[11][12][citation needed[image: External link]]

The alternative to this exchange rate adjustment would be an adjustment in prices, with Canadian McDonald's stores compelled to lower prices to remain competitive. Either way, the valuation difference should be reduced assuming perfect competition[image: External link] and a perfectly tradable good[image: External link]. In practice, of course, the Big Mac is not a perfectly tradable good and there may also be capital flows that sustain relative demand for the Canadian dollar. The difference in price may have its origins in a variety of factors besides direct input costs such as government regulations and product differentiation[image: External link].[10]

However, in some emerging economies, Western fast food represents an expensive niche product priced well above the price of traditional staples—i.e. the Big Mac is not a mainstream 'cheap' meal as it is in the West, but a luxury import. This relates back to the idea of product differentiation: the fact that few substitutes[image: External link] for the Big Mac are available confers market power[image: External link] on McDonald's. For example, in India, the costs of local fast food like vada pav[image: External link] are comparative to what the Big Mac signifies in the U.S.A.[13] Additionally, with countries like Argentina that have abundant beef resources, consumer prices in general may not be as cheap as implied by the price of a Big Mac.

The following table, based on data from The Economist's January 2013 calculations, shows the under (−) and over (+) valuation of the local currency against the U.S. dollar in %, according to the Big Mac index. To take an example calculation, the local price of a Big Mac in Hong Kong when converted to U.S. dollars at the market exchange rate was $2.19, or 50% of the local price for a Big Mac in the U.S. of $4.37. Hence the Hong Kong dollar was deemed to be 50% undervalued relative to the U.S. dollar on a PPP basis.



	Country or region
	Price level (% relative to the US)[14]




	India
	-59



	South Africa
	-54



	Hong Kong
	-50



	Ukraine
	-47



	Egypt
	-45



	Russia
	-45



	Taiwan
	-42



	Mainland China
	-41



	Malaysia
	-41



	Sri Lanka
	-37



	Indonesia
	-35



	Mexico
	-34



	Philippines
	-33



	Poland
	-33



	Bangladesh
	-32



	Saudi Arabia
	-33



	Thailand
	-33



	Pakistan
	-32



	Lithuania
	-30



	Latvia
	-25



	UAE
	-25



	South Korea
	-22



	Japan
	-20



	Singapore
	-17



	Estonia
	-16



	Czech Republic
	-15



	Argentina
	-13



	Hungary
	-13



	Peru
	-11



	Israel
	-8



	Portugal
	-8



	United Kingdom
	-3



	New Zealand
	-1



	Chile
	0



	United States
	0 (by definition)



	Costa Rica
	1



	Greece
	3



	Austria
	5



	Netherlands
	7



	Ireland
	8



	Spain
	9



	Turkey
	10



	Colombia
	11



	Australia
	12



	Euro area
	12



	France
	12



	Germany
	13



	Finland
	17



	Belgium
	18



	Denmark
	19



	Italy
	20



	Canada
	24



	Uruguay
	25



	Brazil
	29



	Switzerland
	63



	Sweden
	75



	Norway
	80



	Venezuela
	108
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 iPad Index




Like the Big Mac Index[image: External link], the iPad index (elaborated by CommSec[image: External link]) compares an item's price in various locations. Unlike the Big Mac, however, each iPad is produced in the same place (except for the model sold in Brazil) and all iPads (within the same model) have identical performance characteristics. Price differences are therefore a function of transportation costs, taxes, and to a lesser extent, the prices that may be realized in individual markets. An iPad will cost about twice as much in Argentina as in the United States.



	Country or region
	Price (US Dollars)[15][16][17][18]




	Argentina
	$1,094.11



	Australia
	$506.66



	Austria
	$674.96



	Belgium
	$618.34



	Brazil
	$791.40



	Brunei
	$525.52



	Canada (Montréal)
	$557.18



	Canada (no tax)
	$467.36



	Chile
	$602.13



	Mainland China
	$602.52



	Czech Republic
	$676.69



	Denmark
	$725.32



	Finland
	$695.25



	France
	$688.49



	Germany
	$618.34



	Greece
	$715.54



	Hong Kong
	$501.52



	Hungary
	$679.64



	India
	$512.61



	Ireland
	$630.73



	Italy
	$674.96



	Japan
	$501.56



	Luxembourg
	$641.50



	Malaysia
	$473.77



	Mexico
	$591.62



	Netherlands
	$683.08



	New Zealand
	$610.45



	Norway
	$655.92



	Philippines
	$556.42



	Pakistan
	$550.00



	Poland
	$704.51



	Portugal
	$688.49



	Russia
	$596.08



	Singapore
	$525.98



	Slovakia
	$674.96



	Slovenia
	$674.96



	South Africa
	$559.38



	South Korea
	$576.20



	Spain
	$674.96



	Sweden
	$706.87



	Switzerland
	$617.58



	Taiwan
	$538.34



	Thailand
	$530.72



	Turkey
	$656.96



	UAE
	$544.32



	United Kingdom
	$638.81



	US (California)
	$546.91



	United States (no tax)
	$499.00



	Vietnam
	$554.08
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Main article: KFC Index[image: External link]


Similar to the Big Mac Index[image: External link], the KFC Index[image: External link] measures PPP amongst African countries, created by Sagaci Research (a market research[image: External link] firm focusing solely on Africa[image: External link]). Instead of comparing a Big Mac[image: External link], this index compares a KFC[image: External link] Original 12/15 pc. bucket.

For example, the average price of KFC´s Original 12 pc. Bucket in America in January 2016 was $20.50; in Namibia it was only $13.40 at market exchange rates. Therefore, the index states the Namibian dollar was undervalued by 33% at that time.
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 OECD comparative price levels




Each month, the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development[image: External link] measures the difference in price levels between its member countries by calculating the ratios of PPPs for private final consumption expenditure[image: External link] to exchange rates. The OECD table below indicates the number of US dollars needed in each of the countries listed to buy the same representative basket of consumer goods and services that would cost 100 USD in the United States

According to the table, an American living or travelling in Switzerland on an income denominated in US dollars would find that country to be the most expensive of the group, having to spend 62% more US dollars to maintain a standard of living comparable to the USA in terms of consumption[image: External link].



	Country
	Price level (USA = 100)[19]




	Australia
	123



	Austria
	99



	Belgium
	101



	Canada
	105



	Chile
	67



	Czech Republic
	59



	Denmark
	128



	Estonia
	71



	Finland
	113



	France
	100



	Germany
	94



	Greece
	78



	Hungary
	52



	Iceland
	111



	Ireland
	109



	Israel
	109



	Italy
	94



	Japan
	96



	South Korea
	84



	Luxembourg
	112



	Mexico
	66



	Netherlands
	102



	New Zealand
	118



	Norway
	134



	Poland
	51



	Portugal
	73



	Slovak Republic
	63



	Slovenia
	75



	Spain
	84



	Sweden
	109



	Switzerland
	162



	Turkey
	61



	United Kingdom
	121



	United States
	100
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 Measurement issues




In addition to methodological issues presented by the selection of a basket of goods, PPP estimates can also vary based on the statistical capacity of participating countries. The International Comparison Program[image: External link], which PPP estimates are based on, require the disaggregation of national accounts into production, expenditure or (in some cases) income, and not all participating countries routinely disaggregate their data into such categories.

Some aspects of PPP comparison are theoretically impossible or unclear. For example, there is no basis for comparison between the Ethiopian laborer who lives on teff with the Thai laborer who lives on rice, because teff is not commercially available in Thailand and rice is not in Ethiopia, so the price of rice in Ethiopia or teff in Thailand cannot be determined. As a general rule, the more similar the price structure between countries, the more valid the PPP comparison.

PPP levels will also vary based on the formula used to calculate price matrices. Different possible formulas include GEKS-Fisher, Geary-Khamis, IDB, and the superlative method. Each has advantages and disadvantages.

Linking regions presents another methodological difficulty. In the 2005 ICP round, regions were compared by using a list of some 1,000 identical items for which a price could be found for 18 countries, selected so that at least two countries would be in each region. While this was superior to earlier "bridging" methods, which do not fully take into account differing quality between goods, it may serve to overstate the PPP basis of poorer countries, because the price indexing on which PPP is based will assign to poorer countries the greater weight of goods consumed in greater shares in richer countries.
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 Need for adjustments to GDP




The exchange rate reflects transaction values for traded goods[image: External link] between countries in contrast to non-traded goods, that is, goods produced for home-country use. Also, currencies are traded for purposes other than trade in goods and services, e.g., to buy capital assets[image: External link] whose prices vary more than those of physical goods. Also, different interest rates[image: External link], speculation[image: External link], hedging[image: External link] or interventions by central banks[image: External link] can influence the foreign-exchange market[image: External link].

The PPP method is used as an alternative to correct for possible statistical bias. The Penn World Table[image: External link] is a widely cited source of PPP adjustments, and the associated Penn effect[image: External link] reflects such a systematic bias[image: External link] in using exchange rates to outputs among countries.

For example, if the value of the Mexican peso[image: External link] falls by half compared to the US dollar[image: External link], the Mexican Gross Domestic Product[image: External link] measured in dollars will also halve. However, this exchange rate results from international trade and financial markets. It does not necessarily mean that Mexicans are poorer by a half; if incomes and prices measured in pesos stay the same, they will be no worse off assuming that imported goods are not essential to the quality of life of individuals. Measuring income in different countries using PPP exchange rates helps to avoid this problem.

PPP exchange rates are especially useful when official exchange rates are artificially manipulated by governments. Countries with strong government control of the economy sometimes enforce official exchange rates that make their own currency artificially strong. By contrast, the currency's black market exchange rate is artificially weak. In such cases, a PPP exchange rate is likely the most realistic basis for economic comparison. Similarly, when exchange rates deviate significantly from their long term equilibrium due to speculative attacks or carry trade, a PPP exchange rate offers a better alternative for comparison.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Extrapolating PPP rates




Since global PPP estimates —such as those provided by the ICP— are not calculated annually, but for a single year, PPP exchange rates for years other than the benchmark year need to be extrapolated.[20] One way of doing this is by using the country's GDP deflator[image: External link]. To calculate a country's PPP exchange rate in Geary–Khamis dollars for a particular year, the calculation proceeds in the following manner:[21]

Where PPPrateX,i is the PPP exchange rate of country X for year i, PPPrateX,b is the PPP exchange rate of country X for the benchmark year, PPPrateU,b is the PPP exchange rate of the United States (US) for the benchmark year (equal to 1), GDPdefX,i is the GDP deflator of country X for year i, GDPdefX,b is the GDP deflator of country X for the benchmark year, GDPdefU,i is the GDP deflator of the US for year i, and GDPdefU,b is the GDP deflator of the US for the benchmark year.
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 Difficulties




There are a number of reasons that different measures do not perfectly reflect standards of living.
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 Range and quality of goods




The goods that the currency has the "power" to purchase are a basket of goods of different types:


	Local, non-tradable goods and services (like electric power) that are produced and sold domestically.

	Tradable goods such as non-perishable commodities[image: External link] that can be sold on the international market (like diamonds[image: External link]).



The more that a product falls into category 1, the further its price will be from the currency exchange rate[image: External link], moving towards the PPP exchange rate. Conversely, category 2 products tend to trade close to the currency exchange rate. (See also Penn effect[image: External link]).

More processed and expensive products are likely to be tradable[image: External link], falling into the second category, and drifting from the PPP exchange rate to the currency exchange rate. Even if the PPP "value" of the Ethiopian currency is three times stronger than the currency exchange rate, it won't buy three times as much of internationally traded goods like steel, cars and microchips, but non-traded goods like housing, services ("haircuts"), and domestically produced crops. The relative price differential between tradables and non-tradables from high-income to low-income countries is a consequence of the Balassa–Samuelson effect[image: External link] and gives a big cost advantage to labour-intensive production of tradable goods in low income countries (like Ethiopia[image: External link]), as against high income countries (like Switzerland[image: External link]).

The corporate cost advantage is nothing more sophisticated than access to cheaper workers, but because the pay of those workers goes farther in low-income countries than high, the relative pay differentials (inter-country) can be sustained for longer than would be the case otherwise. (This is another way of saying that the wage rate is based on average local productivity and that this is below the per capita productivity that factories selling tradable goods to international markets can achieve.) An equivalent cost[image: External link] benefit comes from non-traded goods that can be sourced locally (nearer the PPP-exchange rate than the nominal exchange rate in which receipts are paid). These act as a cheaper factor of production[image: External link] than is available to factories in richer countries.

The Bhagwati–Kravis–Lipsey view provides a somewhat different explanation from the Balassa–Samuelson theory. This view states that price levels for nontradables are lower in poorer countries because of differences in endowment of labor and capital, not because of lower levels of productivity. Poor countries have more labor relative to capital, so marginal productivity of labor is greater in rich countries than in poor countries. Nontradables tend to be labor-intensive; therefore, because labor is less expensive in poor countries and is used mostly for nontradables, nontradables are cheaper in poor countries. Wages are high in rich countries, so nontradables are relatively more expensive.[10]

PPP calculations tend to overemphasise the primary sectoral contribution, and underemphasise the industrial and service sectoral contributions to the economy of a nation.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Trade barriers and nontradables




The law of one price, the underlying mechanism behind PPP, is weakened by transport costs and governmental trade restrictions, which make it expensive to move goods between markets located in different countries. Transport costs sever the link between exchange rates and the prices of goods implied by the law of one price. As transport costs increase, the larger the range of exchange rate fluctuations. The same is true for official trade restrictions because the customs fees affect importers' profits in the same way as shipping fees. According to Krugman and Obstfeld, "Either type of trade impediment weakens the basis of PPP by allowing the purchasing power of a given currency to differ more widely from country to country."[10] They cite the example that a dollar in London should purchase the same goods as a dollar in Chicago, which is certainly not the case.

Nontradables are primarily services and the output of the construction industry. Nontradables also lead to deviations in PPP because the prices of nontradables are not linked internationally. The prices are determined by domestic supply and demand, and shifts in those curves lead to changes in the market basket of some goods relative to the foreign price of the same basket. If the prices of nontradables rise, the purchasing power of any given currency will fall in that country.[10]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Departures from free competition




Linkages between national price levels are also weakened when trade barriers and imperfectly competitive market structures occur together. Pricing to market occurs when a firm sells the same product for different prices in different markets. This is a reflection of inter-country differences in conditions on both the demand side (e.g., virtually no demand for pork in Islamic states) and the supply side (e.g., whether the existing market for a prospective entrant's product features few suppliers or instead is already near-saturated). According to Krugman and Obstfeld, this occurrence of product differentiation and segmented markets results in violations of the law of one price and absolute PPP. Over time, shifts in market structure and demand will occur, which may invalidate relative PPP.[10]
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 Differences in price level measurement




Measurement of price levels differ from country to country. Inflation data from different countries are based on different commodity baskets; therefore, exchange rate changes do not offset official measures of inflation differences. Because it makes predictions about price changes rather than price levels, relative PPP is still a useful concept. However, change in the relative prices of basket components can cause relative PPP to fail tests that are based on official price indexes.[10]
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 Global poverty line




The global poverty line is a worldwide count of people who live below an international poverty line[image: External link], referred to as the dollar-a-day line. This line represents an average of the national poverty lines of the world's poorest countries[image: External link], expressed in international dollars. These national poverty lines are converted to international currency and the global line is converted back to local currency using the PPP exchange rates from the ICP. PPP exchange rates include data from the sales of high end none poverty related items which skews the value of food items and necessary goods which is 70 percent of poor peoples' consumption.[22] Angus Deaton argues that PPP indexes need to be reweighted for use in poverty measurement; they need to be redefined to reflect local poverty measures, not global measures, weighing local food items and excluding luxury items that are not prevalent or are not of equal value in all localities.[23]
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List of countries by GDP (PPP)






For countries by nominal GDP, see List of countries by GDP (nominal).



	






	Largest economies by GDP PPP in 2017.

According to International Monetary Fund[image: External link] estimates.[1]





This article includes a list of countries by their forecasted estimated gross domestic product (PPP).[2] Countries are sorted by GDP[image: External link] PPP forecasted estimates from financial and statistical institutions in the limited period January-April 2017, which are calculated at market or government official exchange rates[image: External link]. The GDP dollar ( INT$[image: External link]) data given on this page are derived from purchasing power parity (PPP) calculations.

Comparisons using PPP are arguably more useful than nominal when assessing a nation's domestic market because PPP takes into account the relative cost of local goods, services and inflation rates of the country, rather than using international market exchange rates which may distort the real differences in per capita income.[3] It is however limited when measuring financial flows between countries.[4] PPP is often used to gauge global poverty thresholds[image: External link] and is used by the United Nations[image: External link] in constructing the human development index[image: External link].[3] These surveys such as the International Comparison Program include both tradable and non-tradable goods in an attempt to estimate a representative basket of all goods.[3]

The first table includes estimation[image: External link] for the year 2017, for all current 191 International Monetary Fund[image: External link] (IMF) members, as well as Hong Kong and Taiwan[image: External link] (the official list uses "Taiwan, Province of China"). Data are in millions of international dollars[image: External link] and were calculated by the IMF. Figures were published in April 2017. The second table includes data mostly for the year 2015 for 180 of the 193 current United Nations member states[image: External link], as well as the two Chinese Special Administrative Regions[image: External link] (Hong Kong and Macau[image: External link]). Data are in billions of international dollars and were compiled by the World Bank[image: External link]. The third table is a tabulation of the CIA World Factbook Gross Domestic Product (GDP) (Purchasing Power Parity)[image: External link] data update of 2016. The data for GDP at purchasing power parity have also been rebased using the new International Comparison Program price surveys and extrapolated to 2007.
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List by the International Monetary Fund[image: External link] (Forecasted estimates for 2017)[5]

	
List by the World Bank[image: External link] (2015)[6]

	
List by the CIA World Factbook (1993–2016)[7]




	


	Rank
	Country
	GDP

(millions of Int$)



	
	
  World[image: External link]

	126,687,917



	1
	
  China[image: External link][n 1]

	23,194,411



	—
	
 European Union[image: External link][n 2]

	20,852,702



	2
	
 United States

	19,417,144



	3
	
 India

	9,489,302



	4
	
  Japan[image: External link]

	5,420,228



	5
	
  Germany[image: External link]

	4,134,668



	6
	
 Russia

	3,938,001



	7
	
  Indonesia[image: External link]

	3,257,123



	8
	
 Brazil

	3,216,031



	9
	
 United Kingdom

	2,905,392



	10
	
  France[image: External link]

	2,833,064



	11
	
  Mexico[image: External link]

	2,406,199



	12
	
  Italy[image: External link]

	2,303,108



	13
	
  Turkey[image: External link]

	2,082,079



	14
	
 South Korea[image: External link]

	2,029,706



	15
	
 Saudi Arabia

	1,796,205



	16
	
 Spain

	1,768,816



	17
	
 Canada

	1,752,910



	18
	
  Iran[image: External link]

	1,535,491



	19
	
 Australia

	1,251,416



	20
	
 Thailand

	1,226,407



	21
	
  Egypt[image: External link]

	1,197,967



	22
	
  Taiwan[image: External link]

	1,177,052



	23
	
  Nigeria[image: External link]

	1,124,627



	24
	
  Poland[image: External link]

	1,114,105



	25
	
 Pakistan

	1,060,569



	26
	
  Malaysia[image: External link]

	922,057



	27
	
 Argentina

	912,816



	28
	
 Netherlands

	907,619



	29
	
 Philippines

	878,980



	30
	
 South Africa

	761,926



	31
	
  Colombia[image: External link]

	720,151



	32
	
 United Arab Emirates[image: External link]

	693,765



	33
	
 Bangladesh

	686,598



	34
	
 Vietnam

	648,243



	35
	
  Iraq[image: External link]

	641,005



	36
	
  Algeria[image: External link]

	634,746



	37
	
  Belgium[image: External link]

	529,289



	38
	
 Sweden

	522,849



	39
	
 Singapore

	514,837



	40
	
   Switzerland[image: External link]

	514,162



	41
	
  Kazakhstan[image: External link]

	472,563



	42
	
  Romania[image: External link]

	470,312



	43
	
 Chile

	455,941



	44
	
 Hong Kong

	449,589



	45
	
 Austria

	432,424



	46
	
 Peru

	429,711



	47
	
  Venezuela[image: External link]

	404,109



	48
	
  Norway[image: External link]

	377,100



	49
	
 Czech Republic

	368,659



	50
	
  Ukraine[image: External link]

	368,047



	51
	
  Qatar[image: External link]

	347,887



	52
	
 Ireland

	343,682



	53
	
  Myanmar[image: External link]

	334,856



	54
	
  Israel[image: External link]

	316,120



	55
	
 Portugal

	310,651



	56
	
  Kuwait[image: External link]

	309,640



	57
	
  Greece[image: External link]

	302,150



	58
	
  Morocco[image: External link]

	300,556



	59
	
 Hungary

	284,266



	60
	
  Denmark[image: External link]

	284,040



	61
	
 Sri Lanka[image: External link]

	278,415



	62
	
 Finland

	239,662



	63
	
  Uzbekistan[image: External link]

	222,792



	64
	
  Ethiopia[image: External link]

	194,980



	65
	
  Angola[image: External link]

	193,935



	66
	
  Oman[image: External link]

	189,582



	67
	
 Sudan

	186,715



	68
	
 New Zealand

	186,476



	69
	
  Ecuador[image: External link]

	184,629



	70
	
 Slovak Republic[image: External link]

	179,527



	71
	
 Dominican Republic[image: External link]

	174,180



	72
	
  Belarus[image: External link]

	173,405



	73
	
  Azerbaijan[image: External link]

	167,431



	74
	
 Kenya

	164,340



	75
	
 Tanzania

	163,522



	76
	
  Bulgaria[image: External link]

	152,079



	77
	
  Guatemala[image: External link]

	138,987



	78
	
  Tunisia[image: External link]

	136,797



	79
	
  Ghana[image: External link]

	131,498



	80
	
 Puerto Rico

	129,848



	81
	
  Serbia[image: External link]

	107,131



	82
	
  Turkmenistan[image: External link]

	103,987



	83
	
  Panama[image: External link]

	100,512



	84
	
  Croatia[image: External link]

	100,006



	85
	
 Côte d'Ivoire[image: External link]

	95,887



	86
	
 Uganda

	91,212



	87
	
  Lithuania[image: External link]

	90,387



	88
	
  Jordan[image: External link]

	89,555



	89
	
  Lebanon[image: External link]

	88,786



	90
	
  Libya[image: External link]

	87,067



	91
	
 Costa Rica[image: External link]

	85,781



	92
	
  Bolivia[image: External link]

	83,608



	93
	
 Cameroon

	81,535



	94
	
  Uruguay[image: External link]

	77,800



	95
	
    Nepal[image: External link]

	77,147



	96
	
  Yemen[image: External link]

	74,250



	97
	
  Bahrain[image: External link]

	69,922



	98
	
  Slovenia[image: External link]

	69,358



	99
	
 Zambia

	68,648



	100
	
 Democratic Republic of the Congo[image: External link]

	68,331



	101
	
  Paraguay[image: External link]

	68,005



	102
	
  Afghanistan[image: External link]

	67,462



	103
	
  Macau[image: External link]

	65,732



	104
	
  Cambodia[image: External link]

	64,405



	105
	
  Luxembourg[image: External link]

	63,549



	106
	
 El Salvador[image: External link]

	57,285



	107
	
  Latvia[image: External link]

	53,268



	108
	
  Honduras[image: External link]

	45,628



	109
	
 Trinidad and Tobago

	44,654



	110
	
  Laos[image: External link]

	44,639



	111
	
 Bosnia and Herzegovina[image: External link]

	44,462



	112
	
  Senegal[image: External link]

	43,326



	113
	
  Mali[image: External link]

	40,974



	114
	
  Estonia[image: External link]

	40,275



	115
	
  Madagascar[image: External link]

	40,055



	116
	
  Georgia[image: External link]

	39,318



	117
	
 Botswana

	39,054



	118
	
  Mongolia[image: External link]

	37,731



	119
	
 Mozambique

	37,321



	120
	
  Gabon[image: External link]

	36,999



	121
	
  Albania[image: External link]

	36,198



	122
	
  Nicaragua[image: External link]

	35,835



	123
	
 Burkina Faso[image: External link]

	35,598



	124
	
 Brunei Darussalam[image: External link]

	32,838



	125
	
  Macedonia[image: External link]

	31,924



	126
	
 Cyprus

	31,093



	127
	
 Equatorial Guinea[image: External link]

	30,807



	128
	
 Republic of Congo[image: External link]

	30,607



	129
	
 Zimbabwe

	29,795



	130
	
  Chad[image: External link]

	29,730



	131
	
 Papua New Guinea

	29,481



	132
	
  Tajikistan[image: External link]

	27,802



	133
	
 Mauritius

	27,507



	134
	
 Namibia

	27,451



	135
	
  Armenia[image: External link]

	27,116



	136
	
 Jamaica

	26,474



	137
	
  Benin[image: External link]

	25,407



	138
	
 Rwanda

	24,717



	139
	
 Kyrgyz Republic[image: External link]

	22,737



	140
	
 Malawi

	22,577



	141
	
  Niger[image: External link]

	21,655



	142
	
 South Sudan

	20,423



	143
	
  Moldova[image: External link]

	20,207



	144
	
  Haiti[image: External link]

	19,979



	145
	
  Kosovo[image: External link]

	19,509



	146
	
 Malta

	18,404



	147
	
 Iceland

	17,846



	148
	
  Mauritania[image: External link]

	17,421



	149
	
  Guinea[image: External link]

	17,056



	150
	
  Togo[image: External link]

	12,494



	151
	
 Sierra Leone

	11,551



	152
	
 Swaziland

	11,352



	153
	
  Montenegro[image: External link]

	10,934



	154
	
  Eritrea[image: External link]

	9,678



	155
	
 The Bahamas

	9,374



	156
	
  Fiji[image: External link]

	8,798



	157
	
  Burundi[image: External link]

	8,024



	158
	
  Suriname[image: External link]

	7,961



	159
	
 Lesotho

	7,287



	160
	
  Bhutan[image: External link]

	7,045



	161
	
 Guyana

	6,398



	162
	
  Maldives[image: External link]

	5,853



	163
	
  Barbados[image: External link]

	4,983



	164
	
 Timor-Leste

	4,567



	165
	
 Liberia

	3,960



	166
	
 Cabo Verde[image: External link]

	3,762



	167
	
  Djibouti[image: External link]

	3,658



	168
	
 The Gambia

	3,607



	169
	
 Central African Republic[image: External link]

	3,411



	170
	
 Belize

	3,252



	171
	
  Guinea-Bissau[image: External link]

	3,089



	172
	
 Seychelles

	2,761



	173
	
 Antigua and Barbuda[image: External link]

	2,372



	174
	
 St. Lucia

	2,110



	175
	
 San Marino[image: External link]

	2,093



	176
	
 Grenada

	1,588



	177
	
 St. Kitts and Nevis[image: External link]

	1,544



	178
	
  Comoros[image: External link]

	1,329



	179
	
 St. Vincent and the Grenadines

	1,299



	180
	
 Solomon Islands

	1,247



	181
	
 Samoa

	1,129



	182
	
  Dominica[image: External link]

	847



	183
	
 Vanuatu

	772



	184
	
 São Tomé and Príncipe[image: External link]

	685



	185
	
 Tonga

	597



	186
	
  Micronesia[image: External link]

	345



	187
	
 Palau

	297



	188
	
 Kiribati

	222



	189
	
 Marshall Islands

	188



	190
	
 Tuvalu

	41





	


	Rank
	Country
	GDP

(millions of Int$)



	
	
  World[image: External link]

	115,165,700



	1
	
  China[image: External link][n 1]

	19,815,111



	—
	
 European Union[image: External link][n 2]

	19,721,689



	2
	
 United States

	18,036,648



	3
	
 India

	8,003,408



	4
	
  Japan[image: External link]

	5,175,259



	5
	
  Germany[image: External link]

	3,924,035



	6
	
 Russia

	3,687,406



	7
	
 Brazil

	3,216,169



	8
	
  Indonesia[image: External link]

	2,848,028



	9
	
  France[image: External link]

	2,729,182



	10
	
 United Kingdom

	2,722,455



	11
	
  Italy[image: External link]

	2,260,233



	12
	
  Mexico[image: External link]

	2,157,817



	13
	
 South Korea[image: External link]

	1,753,733



	14
	
 Saudi Arabia

	1,688,633



	15
	
 Spain

	1,612,867



	16
	
 Canada

	1,586,725



	17
	
  Turkey[image: External link]

	1,574,018



	18
	
  Iran[image: External link]

	1,358,795



	19
	
 Thailand

	1,110,458



	20
	
 Australia

	1,100,771



	21
	
  Nigeria[image: External link]

	1,093,921



	22
	
  Poland[image: External link]

	1,020,401



	23
	
  Egypt[image: External link]

	998,667



	24
	
 Pakistan

	946,667



	25
	
 Netherlands

	820,726



	26
	
  Malaysia[image: External link]

	815,645



	27
	
 Philippines

	741,029



	28
	
 South Africa

	723,516



	29
	
  Colombia[image: External link]

	665,594



	30
	
 United Arab Emirates[image: External link]

	643,166



	31
	
  Algeria[image: External link]

	582,598



	32
	
  Venezuela[image: External link]

	554,329



	33
	
 Vietnam

	552,297



	34
	
  Iraq[image: External link]

	542,520



	35
	
 Bangladesh

	536,567



	36
	
   Switzerland[image: External link]

	501,653



	37
	
  Belgium[image: External link]

	496,477



	38
	
 Singapore

	471,631



	39
	
 Sweden

	454,868



	40
	
  Kazakhstan[image: External link]

	453,981



	41
	
  Romania[image: External link]

	424,474



	—
	 Hong Kong
	414,376



	42
	
 Austria

	411,818



	43
	
 Chile

	400,534



	44
	
 Peru

	389,147



	45
	
 Czech Republic

	339,402



	46
	
  Ukraine[image: External link]

	339,155



	47
	
  Qatar[image: External link]

	321,418



	48
	
  Norway[image: External link]

	319,401



	49
	
 Portugal

	302,329



	50
	
  Israel[image: External link]

	296,931



	51
	
  Greece[image: External link]

	288,778



	52
	
  Kuwait[image: External link]

	277,554



	53
	
  Morocco[image: External link]

	273,358



	54
	
  Denmark[image: External link]

	264,702



	55
	
 Ireland

	253,635



	56
	
 Hungary

	251,842



	57
	
 Sri Lanka[image: External link]

	246,117



	58
	
 Cuba (2013)
	234,624



	59
	
 Finland

	222,575



	60
	
  Uzbekistan[image: External link]

	187,668



	61
	
  Angola[image: External link]

	184,438



	62
	
  Ecuador[image: External link]

	183,855



	63
	
  Oman[image: External link]

	171,692



	64
	
  Azerbaijan[image: External link]

	171,214



	65
	
 New Zealand

	169,960



	66
	
  Belarus[image: External link]

	168,009



	67
	
 Sudan

	167,909



	68
	
  Ethiopia[image: External link]

	161,571



	69
	
  Slovakia[image: External link]

	156,632



	70
	
 Dominican Republic[image: External link]

	149,627



	71
	
 Kenya

	141,951



	72
	
 Tanzania (mainland)
	138,461



	73
	
  Tunisia[image: External link]

	126,598



	74
	
  Guatemala[image: External link]

	125,950



	75
	 Puerto Rico
	125,861



	76
	
  Bulgaria[image: External link]

	125,699



	77
	
  Ghana[image: External link]

	115,137



	78
	
  Croatia[image: External link]

	111,812



	79
	
  Serbia[image: External link]

	95,698



	80
	
  Yemen[image: External link]

	92,432



	81
	
  Libya[image: External link]

	88,867



	82
	
  Turkmenistan[image: External link]

	88,657



	83
	
  Panama[image: External link]

	87,196



	84
	
  Jordan[image: External link]

	82,631



	85
	
  Lebanon[image: External link]

	81,547



	86
	
  Lithuania[image: External link]

	80,699



	87
	
Cote d'Ivoire Côte d'Ivoire[image: External link]

	79,361



	88
	
 Costa Rica[image: External link]

	73,931



	89
	
  Bolivia[image: External link]

	73,796



	90
	
 Cameroon

	72,896



	91
	
  Uruguay[image: External link]

	72,751



	92
	
 Uganda

	71,246



	93
	
    Nepal[image: External link]

	70,090



	—
	  Macau[image: External link]
	65,383



	94
	
  Bahrain[image: External link]

	64,656



	95
	
  Slovenia[image: External link]

	64,229



	96
	
  Afghanistan[image: External link]

	62,913



	97
	
 Zambia

	62,458



	98
	
  Paraguay[image: External link]

	62,458



	99
	
 Congo, Democratic Republic of the[image: External link]

	60,482



	100
	
  Luxembourg[image: External link]

	58,065



	101
	
  Cambodia[image: External link]

	54,263



	102
	
 El Salvador[image: External link]

	52,701



	103
	
  Latvia[image: External link]

	48,049



	104
	
 Trinidad and Tobago

	44,334



	105
	
  Mali[image: External link]

	42,737



	106
	
  Honduras[image: External link]

	41,057



	107
	
 Bosnia and Herzegovina[image: External link]

	40,046



	108
	
  Laos[image: External link]

	38,605



	109
	
  Estonia[image: External link]

	36,860



	110
	
  Senegal[image: External link]

	36,776



	111
	
  Mongolia[image: External link]

	36,068



	112
	
 Botswana

	35,763



	113
	
  Georgia[image: External link]

	35,610



	114
	
  Madagascar[image: External link]

	35,366



	115
	
  Gabon[image: External link]

	34,523



	116
	
 Mozambique

	33,177



	117
	
  Albania[image: External link]

	32,663



	118
	
  Nicaragua[image: External link]

	31,564



	119
	
  Chad[image: External link]

	30,481



	120
	
 Burkina Faso[image: External link]

	30,041



	121
	
 Brunei Darussalam[image: External link]

	29,969



	122
	
 Congo, Republic of the[image: External link]

	29,423



	123
	
  Macedonia[image: External link]

	28,907



	124
	
 Zimbabwe

	27,985



	125
	
 Cyprus

	25,864



	126
	
 Namibia

	25,606



	127
	
 Equatorial Guinea[image: External link]

	25,386



	128
	
  Armenia[image: External link]

	25,329



	129
	
 Jamaica

	24,704



	130
	
 Mauritius

	24,596



	131
	
  Tajikistan[image: External link]

	23,579



	132
	
  Benin[image: External link]

	22,955



	133
	
 South Sudan

	22,829



	134
	 West Bank and Gaza[image: External link]
	22,155



	135
	
 Papua New Guinea

	21,384



	136
	
 Rwanda

	20,418



	137
	
  Kyrgyzstan[image: External link]

	20,413



	138
	
 Malawi

	20,359



	139
	
  Niger[image: External link]

	18,975



	140
	
  Haiti[image: External link]

	18,875



	141
	
  Moldova[image: External link]

	17,908



	142
	
  Kosovo[image: External link]

	17,454



	143
	
  Mauritania[image: External link]

	15,425



	144
	
 Iceland

	15,399



	145
	
  Guinea[image: External link]

	15,213



	146
	
 Malta

	12,500



	147
	
 Swaziland

	10,845



	148
	
  Togo[image: External link]

	10,663



	149
	
 Sierra Leone

	10,264



	150
	
  Montenegro[image: External link]

	9,638



	151
	
 Bahamas, The

	9,233



	152
	
  Suriname[image: External link]

	9,214



	153
	
  Burundi[image: External link]

	8,228



	154
	
  Fiji[image: External link]

	8,171



	155
	
  Bhutan[image: External link]

	6,258



	156
	
 Guyana

	5,758



	157
	
 Lesotho

	5,585



	158
	
  Maldives[image: External link]

	5,170



	159
	
  Barbados[image: External link]

	4,659



	160
	
 Liberia

	3,766



	161
	
 Cape Verde[image: External link]

	3,482



	162
	
 Bermuda

	3,409



	163
	
 Gambia

	3,155



	164
	
 Belize

	3,064



	165
	
 Central African Republic[image: External link]

	2,927



	166
	
  Djibouti[image: External link]

	2,876



	167
	
 Timor-Leste

	2,813



	168
	
  Guinea-Bissau[image: External link]

	2,680



	169
	
 Seychelles

	2,534



	170
	
 Antigua and Barbuda[image: External link]

	2,109



	171
	
 Saint Lucia

	2,033



	172
	
 Grenada

	1,385



	173
	
 Saint Kitts and Nevis[image: External link]

	1,354



	174
	
 Solomon Islands

	1,276



	175
	
 St. Vincent and the Grenadines

	1,207



	176
	
 Samoa

	1,144



	177
	
  Comoros[image: External link]

	1,105



	178
	
  Dominica[image: External link]

	820



	179
	
 Vanuatu

	787



	180
	
 Sao Tome and Principe[image: External link]

	594



	181
	
 Tonga

	552



	182
	
 Federated States of Micronesia[image: External link]

	348



	183
	
 Palau

	325



	184
	
 Kiribati

	209



	185
	
 Marshall Islands

	202



	186
	
 Tuvalu

	37





	


	Rank
	Country
	GDP

(billions of Int$)
	Year



	
	  World[image: External link]
	119,400
	2016 est.



	1
	  China[image: External link][n 1]
	21,270
	2016 est.



	—
	 European Union[image: External link][n 2]
	19,180
	2016 est.



	2
	 United States
	18,560
	2016 est.



	3
	 India
	8,721
	2016 est.



	4
	  Japan[image: External link]
	4,932
	2016 est.



	5
	  Germany[image: External link]
	3,979
	2016 est.



	6
	 Russia
	3,745
	2016 est.



	7
	 Brazil
	3,135
	2016 est.



	8
	  Indonesia[image: External link]
	3,028
	2016 est.



	9
	 United Kingdom
	2,788
	2016 est.



	10
	  France[image: External link]
	2,737
	2016 est.



	11
	  Mexico[image: External link]
	2,307
	2016 est.



	12
	  Italy[image: External link]
	2,221
	2016 est.



	13
	 South Korea[image: External link]
	1,929
	2016 est.



	14
	 Saudi Arabia
	1,731
	2016 est.



	15
	 Spain
	1,690
	2016 est.



	16
	 Canada
	1,674
	2016 est.



	17
	  Turkey[image: External link]
	1,670
	2016 est.



	18
	  Iran[image: External link]
	1,459
	2016 est.



	19
	 Australia
	1,189
	2016 est.



	20
	 Thailand
	1,161
	2016 est.



	—
	  Taiwan[image: External link]
	1,125
	2016 est.



	21
	  Egypt[image: External link]
	1,105
	2016 est.



	22
	  Nigeria[image: External link]
	1,089
	2016 est.



	23
	  Poland[image: External link]
	1,052
	2016 est.



	24
	 Pakistan
	988.2
	2016 est.



	25
	 Argentina
	879.4
	2016 est.



	26
	 Netherlands
	865.9
	2016 est.



	27
	  Malaysia[image: External link]
	863.8
	2016 est.



	28
	 Philippines
	801.9
	2016 est.



	29
	 South Africa
	736.3
	2016 est.



	30
	  Colombia[image: External link]
	690.4
	2016 est.



	31
	 United Arab Emirates[image: External link]
	667.2
	2016 est.



	32
	 Bangladesh
	628.4
	2016 est.



	33
	  Algeria[image: External link]
	609.4
	2016 est.



	34
	  Iraq[image: External link]
	596.7
	2016 est.



	35
	 Vietnam
	594.9
	2016 est.



	36
	  Belgium[image: External link]
	508.6
	2016 est.



	37
	 Sweden
	498.1
	2016 est.



	38
	   Switzerland[image: External link]
	494.3
	2016 est.



	39
	 Singapore
	486.9
	2016 est.



	40
	  Venezuela[image: External link]
	468.6
	2016 est.



	41
	  Kazakhstan[image: External link]
	460.7
	2016 est.



	42
	  Romania[image: External link]
	441.0
	2016 est.



	43
	 Chile
	436.1
	2016 est.



	—
	 Hong Kong
	427.4
	2016 est.



	44
	 Austria
	415.9
	2016 est.



	45
	 Peru
	409.9
	2016 est.



	46
	  Norway[image: External link]
	364.7
	2016 est.



	47
	 Czech Republic
	350.9
	2016 est.



	48
	  Ukraine[image: External link]
	349.8
	2016 est.



	49
	  Qatar[image: External link]
	334.5
	2016 est.



	50
	 Ireland
	324.3
	2016 est.



	51
	  Myanmar[image: External link]
	311.1
	2016 est.



	52
	  Kuwait[image: External link]
	301.1
	2016 est.



	53
	 Portugal
	297.1
	2016 est.



	54
	  Israel[image: External link]
	297.0
	2016 est.



	55
	  Greece[image: External link]
	290.5
	2016 est.



	56
	  Morocco[image: External link]
	282.8
	2016 est.



	57
	 Hungary
	267.6
	2016 est.



	58
	  Denmark[image: External link]
	264.8
	2016 est.



	59
	 Sri Lanka[image: External link]
	237.8
	2016 est.



	60
	 Finland
	230.0
	2016 est.



	61
	  Uzbekistan[image: External link]
	202.3
	2016 est.



	62
	  Angola[image: External link]
	187.3
	2016 est.



	63
	  Ecuador[image: External link]
	182.4
	2016 est.



	64
	 Sudan
	176.3
	2016 est.



	65
	 New Zealand
	174.8
	2016 est.



	66
	  Ethiopia[image: External link]
	174.7
	2016 est.



	67
	  Oman[image: External link]
	173.1
	2016 est.



	68
	  Slovakia[image: External link]
	169.1
	2016 est.



	69
	  Azerbaijan[image: External link]
	167.9
	2016 est.



	70
	  Belarus[image: External link]
	165.4
	2016 est.



	71
	 Dominican Republic[image: External link]
	160.9
	2016 est.



	72
	 Kenya
	152.7
	2016 est.



	73
	 Tanzania
	150.6
	2016 est.



	74
	  Bulgaria[image: External link]
	143.1
	2016 est.



	75
	  Guatemala[image: External link]
	132.3
	2016 est.



	—
	 Puerto Rico
	131.0
	2016 est.



	76
	  Tunisia[image: External link]
	130.8
	2016 est.



	77
	 Cuba
	128.5
	2014 est.



	78
	  Ghana[image: External link]
	120.8
	2016 est.



	79
	  Serbia[image: External link]
	108.5
	2016 est.



	80
	  Turkmenistan[image: External link]
	94.77
	2016 est.



	81
	  Croatia[image: External link]
	94.24
	2016 est.



	82
	  Panama[image: External link]
	93.12
	2016 est.



	83
	  Libya[image: External link]
	90.98
	2016 est.



	84
	 Cote d'Ivoire[image: External link]
	87.12
	2016 est.



	85
	  Jordan[image: External link]
	86.19
	2016 est.



	86
	  Lithuania[image: External link]
	85.79
	2016 est.



	87
	  Lebanon[image: External link]
	85.16
	2016 est.



	88
	 Uganda
	84.93
	2016 est.



	89
	 Costa Rica[image: External link]
	79.26
	2016 est.



	90
	  Bolivia[image: External link]
	78.35
	2016 est.



	91
	 Cameroon
	77.24
	2016 est.



	92
	  Uruguay[image: External link]
	73.93
	2016 est.



	93
	  Yemen[image: External link]
	73.45
	2016 est.



	94
	    Nepal[image: External link]
	71.52
	2016 est.



	95
	  Bahrain[image: External link]
	66.37
	2016 est.



	96
	  Slovenia[image: External link]
	66.13
	2016 est.



	97
	 Congo, Democratic Republic of the[image: External link]
	66.01
	2016 est.



	98
	 Zambia
	65.17
	2016 est.



	99
	  Paraguay[image: External link]
	64.12
	2016 est.



	100
	  Afghanistan[image: External link]
	64.08
	2016 est.



	—
	  Macau[image: External link]
	63.22
	2016 est.



	101
	  Cambodia[image: External link]
	58.94
	2016 est.



	102
	  Luxembourg[image: External link]
	58.74
	2016 est.



	103
	  Syria[image: External link]
	55.80
	2015 est.



	104
	 El Salvador[image: External link]
	54.79
	2016 est.



	105
	  Latvia[image: External link]
	50.87
	2016 est.



	106
	 Trinidad and Tobago
	43.57
	2016 est.



	107
	  Honduras[image: External link]
	43.19
	2016 est.



	108
	 Bosnia and Herzegovina[image: External link]
	42.53
	2016 est.



	109
	  Laos[image: External link]
	40.96
	2016 est.



	110
	 North Korea[image: External link]
	40.00
	2014 est.



	111
	  Senegal[image: External link]
	39.72
	2016 est.



	112
	  Estonia[image: External link]
	38.70
	2016 est.



	113
	  Mali[image: External link]
	38.09
	2016 est.



	114
	  Madagascar[image: External link]
	37.49
	2016 est.



	115
	  Georgia[image: External link]
	37.38
	2016 est.



	116
	  Mongolia[image: External link]
	36.65
	2016 est.



	117
	 Botswana
	36.51
	2016 est.



	118
	  Gabon[image: External link]
	36.22
	2016 est.



	119
	 Mozambique
	35.31
	2016 est.



	120
	  Albania[image: External link]
	34.21
	2016 est.



	121
	  Brunei[image: External link]
	33.73
	2016 est.



	122
	  Nicaragua[image: External link]
	33.49
	2016 est.



	123
	 Burkina Faso[image: External link]
	32.99
	2016 est.



	124
	 Equatorial Guinea[image: External link]
	31.77
	2016 est.



	125
	  Chad[image: External link]
	30.59
	2016 est.



	126
	 Congo, Republic of the[image: External link]
	30.27
	2016 est.



	127
	  Macedonia[image: External link]
	30.13
	2016 est.



	128
	 Cyprus
	29.26
	2016 est.



	129
	 Zimbabwe
	28.33
	2016 est.



	130
	 Papua New Guinea
	28.02
	2016 est.



	131
	 Namibia
	27.04
	2016 est.



	132
	  Armenia[image: External link]
	26.56
	2016 est.



	133
	 Mauritius
	25.85
	2016 est.



	134
	  Tajikistan[image: External link]
	25.81
	2016 est.



	135
	 Jamaica
	25.39
	2016 est.



	136
	  Benin[image: External link]
	24.31
	2016 est.



	137
	 Rwanda
	21.97
	2016 est.



	138
	 Malawi
	21.23
	2016 est.



	—
	 West Bank[image: External link]
	21.22
	2014 est.



	139
	  Kyrgyzstan[image: External link]
	21.01
	2016 est.



	140
	 South Sudan
	20.88
	2016 est.



	141
	  Niger[image: External link]
	20.27
	2016 est.



	142
	  Haiti[image: External link]
	19.36
	2016 est.



	143
	  Moldova[image: External link]
	18.54
	2016 est.



	—
	  Kosovo[image: External link]
	18.49
	2016 est.



	144
	  Mauritania[image: External link]
	16.71
	2016 est.



	145
	 Malta
	16.32
	2016 est.



	146
	 Iceland
	16.15
	2016 est.



	147
	  Guinea[image: External link]
	16.08
	2016 est.



	148
	  Togo[image: External link]
	11.61
	2016 est.



	—
	 New Caledonia
	11.10
	2014 est.



	149
	 Swaziland
	11.06
	2016 est.



	150
	 Sierra Leone
	10.64
	2016 est.



	151
	  Montenegro[image: External link]
	10.61
	2016 est.



	152
	  Eritrea[image: External link]
	9.169
	2016 est.



	153
	 Bahamas, The
	9.066
	2016 est.



	154
	  Suriname[image: External link]
	8.547
	2016 est.



	155
	  Fiji[image: External link]
	8.374
	2016 est.



	156
	  Burundi[image: External link]
	7.892
	2016 est.



	—
	 French Polynesia
	7.150
	2012 est.



	157
	 Timor-Leste
	7.101
	2015 est.



	158
	  Monaco[image: External link]
	6.790
	2013 est.



	159
	  Bhutan[image: External link]
	6.383
	2015 est.



	—
	 Isle of Man
	6.298
	2012 est.



	160
	 Lesotho
	5.777
	2015 est.



	—
	 Jersey
	5.771
	2012 est.



	161
	 Guyana
	5.770
	2015 est.



	—
	 Bermuda
	5.198
	2013 est.



	—
	  Guam[image: External link]
	4.882
	2013 est.



	162
	  Maldives[image: External link]
	4.732
	2015 est.



	163
	  Barbados[image: External link]
	4.658
	2015 est.



	164
	  Somalia[image: External link]
	4.431
	2010 est.



	—
	 U.S. Virgin Islands
	3.792
	2013 est.



	165
	 Liberia
	3.780
	2015 est.



	166
	 Cape Verde[image: External link]
	3.479
	2015 est.



	—
	 Guernsey
	3.451
	2013 est.



	167
	 Gambia, The
	3.269
	2015 est.



	168
	  Liechtenstein[image: External link]
	3.200
	2009 est.



	169
	  Andorra[image: External link]
	3.163
	2012 est.



	—
	  Curaçao[image: External link]
	3.128
	2012 est.



	170
	  Djibouti[image: External link]
	3.093
	2015 est.



	171
	 Belize
	3.071
	2015 est.



	172
	 Central African Republic[image: External link]
	3.052
	2015 est.



	173
	  Guinea-Bissau[image: External link]
	2.677
	2015 est.



	174
	 Seychelles
	2.533
	2015 est.



	—
	  Aruba[image: External link]
	2.516
	2009 est.



	175
	 Cayman Islands
	2.507
	2014 est.



	—
	  Greenland[image: External link]
	2.173
	2011 est.



	176
	 Antigua and Barbuda[image: External link]
	2.096
	2015 est.



	177
	 Saint Lucia
	2.032
	2015 est.



	178
	 San Marino[image: External link]
	1.952
	2015 est.



	—
	 Gibraltar
	1.850
	2013 est.



	—
	 Faroe Islands[image: External link]
	1.471
	2010 est.



	179
	 Grenada
	1.385
	2015 est.



	180
	 Saint Kitts and Nevis[image: External link]
	1.358
	2015 est.



	181
	  Comoros[image: External link]
	1.214
	2015 est.



	182
	 Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
	1.211
	2015 est.



	183
	 Solomon Islands
	1.141
	2015 est.



	184
	 Samoa
	1.033
	2015 est.



	—
	 Western Sahara[image: External link]
	0.9065
	2007 est.



	185
	  Dominica[image: External link]
	0.8201
	2015 est.



	—
	 American Samoa
	0.7110
	2013 est.



	—
	 Northern Mariana Islands
	0.682
	2013 est.



	186
	 Vanuatu
	0.6758
	2015 est.



	187
	 Sao Tome and Principe[image: External link]
	0.6637
	2015 est.



	—
	 Turks and Caicos Islands
	0.6320
	2007 est.



	—
	 Saint Martin[image: External link]
	0.5615
	2005 est.



	188
	 Tonga
	0.5230
	2014 est.



	—
	 British Virgin Islands
	0.5000
	2010 est.



	—
	 Sint Maarten
	0.3658
	2014 est.



	189
	 Micronesia, Federated States of[image: External link]
	0.3103
	2015 est.



	190
	 Palau
	0.2626
	2015 est.



	—
	 Cook Islands[image: External link]
	0.2441
	



	—
	 Saint Pierre and Miquelon[image: External link]
	0.2153
	2006 est.



	191
	 Marshall Islands
	0.1869
	2015 est.



	—
	 Anguilla
	0.1754
	2009 est.



	192
	 Kiribati
	0.1698
	2015 est.



	—
	 Falkland Islands
	0.1645
	2007 est.



	193
	 Nauru
	0.1508
	2015 est.



	—
	 Wallis and Futuna
	0.0600
	2004 est.



	—
	 Montserrat
	0.0438
	2006 est.



	194
	 Tuvalu
	0.0390
	2016 est.



	—
	 Saint Helena, Ascension and Tristan da Cunha
	0.0311
	2009 est.



	—
	 Niue
	0.0101
	2003 est.



	—
	 Tokelau
	0.0015
	1993 est.








	
	




See also


	List of countries by GDP (nominal)

	List of countries by GDP (nominal) per capita

	List of countries by GDP (PPP) per capita

	
List of IMF ranked countries by GDP[image: External link], IMF ranked GDP (nominal), GDP (nominal) per capita, GDP (PPP), GDP (PPP) per capita, Population, and PPP

	List of IMF ranked countries by past and projected GDP (PPP)[image: External link]

	List of countries by real GDP growth rate[image: External link]

	List of countries by Human Development Index[image: External link]

	List of countries by income equality

	List of countries by distribution of wealth[image: External link]

	Lists of countries by GDP[image: External link]

	National wealth[image: External link]



Notes



	
^ a b c Figure for Mainland China[image: External link]; excludes the two special administrative regions[image: External link], namely Hong Kong and Macau[image: External link].


	
^ a b c The European Union (EU) is an economic[image: External link] and political[image: External link] union of 28 member states[image: External link] that are located primarily[image: External link] in Europe[image: External link]. The EU is included because it has many attributes of independent nations, being much more than a free-trade association such as ASEAN, NAFTA, or Mercosur.[8] As the EU is not a country, the U.S. is the second ranked country on these lists.







	
^2 IMF estimate.

	
^3 Data excludes French Polynesia.

	
^a China's PPP is based on prices for 11 administrative regions, extrapolated to the full country, and an urban/rural breakdown. China's entry does not include the two special administrative regions[image: External link], namely Hong Kong and Macau[image: External link]. These are listed separately.
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List of countries by GDP (PPP) per Capita






Three lists of countries below calculate gross domestic product (at purchasing power parity) per capita, i.e., the purchasing power parity (PPP) value of all final goods and services[image: External link] produced within a country in a given year, divided by the average (or mid-year) population for the same year.

Methodology

The gross domestic product (GDP) per capita[image: External link] figures on this page are derived from PPP calculations. Such calculations are prepared by various organizations, including the International Monetary Fund[image: External link] and the World Bank[image: External link]. As estimates and assumptions have to be made, the results produced by different organizations for the same country are not hard facts and tend to differ, sometimes substantially, so they should be used with caution.

Comparisons of national wealth[image: External link] are frequently made on the basis of nominal GDP and savings[image: External link] (not just income), which do not reflect differences in the cost of living[image: External link] in different countries (see List of countries by GDP (nominal) per capita); hence, using a PPP basis is arguably more useful when comparing generalized[image: External link] differences in living standards[image: External link] between nations because PPP takes into account the relative cost of living and the inflation rates[image: External link] of the countries, rather than using only exchange rates[image: External link], which may distort the real differences in income. This is why GDP (PPP) per capita is often considered one of the indicators of a country's standard of living,[2][3] although this can be problematic because GDP per capita is not a measure of personal income[image: External link]. (See Standard of living and GDP[image: External link])

Lists of countries and dependencies

All figures are in current Geary–Khamis dollars[image: External link], more commonly known as international dollars (Int$), and rounded[image: External link] up or down to the nearest whole number[image: External link].

Several economies[image: External link] that are not considered to be sovereign states (i.e. the world and dependent territories[image: External link]) are included because they appear in the sources. These non-sovereign entities, former countries and other special groupings are in italics. They are listed in dollar order, but are not given a numerical rank.



	
International Monetary Fund[image: External link] (2016)[4]

	
World Bank[image: External link] (2011–2015)[5]

	
Central Intelligence Agency (1993–2016)[6]




	


	Rank
	Country
	Int$



	1
	
  Qatar[image: External link]

	127,660



	2
	
  Luxembourg[image: External link]

	104,003



	—
	  Macau[image: External link]
	95,151



	3
	
 Singapore

	87,855



	4
	
  Brunei[image: External link]

	76,884



	5
	
  Kuwait[image: External link]

	71,887



	6
	
  Norway[image: External link]

	69,249



	7
	
 Ireland

	69,231



	8
	
 United Arab Emirates[image: External link]

	67,871



	9
	
   Switzerland[image: External link]

	59,561



	10
	
 San Marino[image: External link]

	59,058



	—
	 Hong Kong
	58,322



	11
	
 United States

	57,436



	12
	
 Saudi Arabia

	55,158



	13
	
 Netherlands

	51,049



	14
	
  Bahrain[image: External link]

	50,704



	15
	
 Sweden

	49,836



	16
	
 Iceland

	49,136



	17
	
 Australia

	48,899



	18
	
  Germany[image: External link]

	48,111



	—
	  Taiwan[image: External link]
	48,095



	19
	
 Austria

	48,005



	20
	
  Denmark[image: External link]

	47,985



	21
	
  Oman[image: External link]

	46,698



	22
	
 Canada

	46,437



	23
	
  Belgium[image: External link]

	45,047



	24
	
 United Kingdom

	42,481



	25
	
  France[image: External link]

	42,314



	26
	
 Finland

	42,165



	27
	
  Japan[image: External link]

	41,275



	28
	
 Malta

	39,834



	29
	
 Equatorial Guinea[image: External link]

	38,639



	—
	 Puerto Rico
	38,393



	30
	
 South Korea[image: External link]

	37,740



	31
	
 New Zealand

	37,294



	32
	
  Italy[image: External link]

	36,833



	33
	
 Spain

	36,416



	34
	
  Israel[image: External link]

	35,179



	35
	
 Cyprus

	34,970



	36
	
 Czech Republic

	33,232



	37
	
  Slovenia[image: External link]

	32,085



	38
	
 Trinidad and Tobago

	31,870



	39
	
  Slovakia[image: External link]

	31,339



	40
	
  Lithuania[image: External link]

	29,972



	41
	
  Estonia[image: External link]

	29,313



	42
	
 Portugal

	28,933



	43
	
  Poland[image: External link]

	27,764



	44
	
 Seychelles

	27,602



	45
	
 Hungary

	27,482



	46
	
  Malaysia[image: External link]

	27,267



	47
	
  Greece[image: External link]

	26,669



	48
	
 Russia

	26,490



	49
	
 Saint Kitts and Nevis[image: External link]

	25,940



	50
	
  Latvia[image: External link]

	25,710



	51
	
 Antigua and Barbuda[image: External link]

	25,157



	52
	
  Kazakhstan[image: External link]

	25,145



	53
	
  Turkey[image: External link]

	24,912



	54
	
 Bahamas, The

	24,555



	55
	
 Chile

	24,113



	56
	
  Panama[image: External link]

	23,024



	57
	
  Croatia[image: External link]

	22,795



	58
	
  Romania[image: External link]

	22,348



	59
	
  Uruguay[image: External link]

	21,527



	60
	
 Mauritius

	20,422



	61
	
  Bulgaria[image: External link]

	20,327



	62
	
 Argentina

	20,047



	63
	
  Gabon[image: External link]

	19,056



	64
	
  Mexico[image: External link]

	18,938



	65
	
  Lebanon[image: External link]

	18,525



	66
	
  Iran[image: External link]

	18,077



	67
	
  Belarus[image: External link]

	18,000



	68
	
  Iraq[image: External link]

	17,944



	69
	
  Turkmenistan[image: External link]

	17,485



	70
	
  Azerbaijan[image: External link]

	17,439



	71
	
  Barbados[image: External link]

	17,100



	72
	
 Botswana

	17,042



	73
	
 Thailand

	16,888



	74
	
  Montenegro[image: External link]

	16,643



	75
	
 Costa Rica[image: External link]

	16,436



	—
	
  World[image: External link][7][8]

	16,318



	76
	
 Dominican Republic[image: External link]

	16,049



	77
	
  Maldives[image: External link]

	15,553



	78
	
  China[image: External link]

	15,399



	79
	
 Palau

	15,319



	80
	
 Brazil

	15,242



	81
	
  Algeria[image: External link]

	15,026



	82
	
  Macedonia[image: External link]

	14,597



	83
	
  Serbia[image: External link]

	14,493



	84
	
  Colombia[image: External link]

	14,130



	85
	
 Grenada

	14,116



	86
	
  Suriname[image: External link]

	13,988



	87
	
  Venezuela[image: External link]

	13,761



	88
	
 South Africa

	13,225



	89
	
 Peru

	12,903



	90
	
  Egypt[image: External link]

	12,554



	91
	
  Jordan[image: External link]

	12,278



	92
	
  Mongolia[image: External link]

	12,275



	93
	
 Sri Lanka[image: External link]

	12,262



	94
	
  Albania[image: External link]

	11,840



	95
	
 Saint Lucia

	11,783



	96
	
  Indonesia[image: External link]

	11,720



	97
	
  Tunisia[image: External link]

	11,634



	98
	
 Nauru

	11,539



	99
	
  Dominica[image: External link]

	11,375



	100
	
 Namibia

	11,290



	101
	
 Saint Vincent and the Grenadines

	11,271



	102
	
  Ecuador[image: External link]

	11,109



	103
	
 Bosnia and Herzegovina[image: External link]

	10,958



	—
	
  Kosovo[image: External link][9][10]

	10,235



	104
	
  Georgia[image: External link]

	10,044



	105
	
 Swaziland

	9,776



	106
	
  Paraguay[image: External link]

	9,396



	107
	
  Fiji[image: External link]

	9,268



	108
	
 Jamaica

	8,976



	109
	
 El Salvador[image: External link]

	8,909



	110
	
  Libya[image: External link]

	8,678



	111
	
  Armenia[image: External link]

	8,621



	112
	
  Morocco[image: External link]

	8,330



	113
	
  Ukraine[image: External link]

	8,305



	114
	
  Bhutan[image: External link]

	8,227



	115
	
 Belize

	8,220



	116
	
  Guatemala[image: External link]

	7,899



	117
	
 Guyana

	7,873



	118
	
 Philippines

	7,728



	119
	
  Bolivia[image: External link]

	7,218



	120
	
  Angola[image: External link]

	6,844



	121
	
 Congo, Rep.[image: External link]

	6,676



	122
	
 Cape Verde[image: External link]

	6,662



	123
	
 India

	6,616



	124
	
  Uzbekistan[image: External link]

	6,563



	125
	
 Vietnam

	6,429



	126
	
  Nigeria[image: External link]

	5,942



	127
	
  Myanmar[image: External link]

	5,832



	128
	
  Laos[image: External link]

	5,710



	129
	
 Samoa

	5,553



	130
	
  Nicaragua[image: External link]

	5,452



	131
	
 Tonga

	5,386



	132
	
  Moldova[image: External link]

	5,328



	133
	
  Honduras[image: External link]

	5,271



	134
	
 Pakistan

	4,906



	135
	
 Sudan

	4,447



	136
	
  Ghana[image: External link]

	4,412



	137
	
  Mauritania[image: External link]

	4,328



	138
	
 Timor-Leste

	4,187



	139
	
 Bangladesh

	3,891



	140
	
 Zambia

	3,880



	141
	
  Cambodia[image: External link]

	3,737



	142
	
 Côte d'Ivoire[image: External link]

	3,609



	143
	
 Lesotho

	3,601



	144
	
 Tuvalu

	3,567



	145
	
 Papua New Guinea

	3,541



	146
	
  Kyrgyzstan[image: External link]

	3,521



	147
	
  Djibouti[image: External link]

	3,370



	148
	
 Kenya

	3,361



	149
	
 Marshall Islands

	3,301



	150
	
 Cameroon

	3,249



	151
	
  Micronesia[image: External link]

	3,234



	152
	
 Tanzania

	3,080



	153
	
 São Tomé and Príncipe[image: External link]

	3,072



	154
	
  Tajikistan[image: External link]

	3,008



	155
	
 Vanuatu

	2,631



	156
	
  Senegal[image: External link]

	2,577



	157
	
    Nepal[image: External link]

	2,479



	158
	
  Chad[image: External link]

	2,445



	159
	
  Yemen[image: External link]

	2,375



	160
	
  Mali[image: External link]

	2,266



	161
	
  Benin[image: External link]

	2,119



	162
	
 Uganda

	2,068



	163
	
 Rwanda

	1,977



	164
	
 Solomon Islands

	1,973



	165
	
 Zimbabwe

	1,970



	166
	
  Ethiopia[image: External link]

	1,946



	167
	
  Afghanistan[image: External link]

	1,919



	168
	
 Kiribati

	1,823



	169
	
  Haiti[image: External link]

	1,784



	170
	
 Burkina Faso[image: External link]

	1,782



	171
	
  Guinea-Bissau[image: External link]

	1,730



	172
	
 Sierra Leone

	1,672



	173
	
 Gambia, The

	1,667



	174
	
 South Sudan

	1,657



	175
	
  Togo[image: External link]

	1,550



	176
	
  Comoros[image: External link]

	1,529



	177
	
  Madagascar[image: External link]

	1,505



	178
	
  Eritrea[image: External link]

	1,410



	179
	
  Guinea[image: External link]

	1,265



	180
	
 Mozambique

	1,215



	181
	
 Malawi

	1,134



	182
	
  Niger[image: External link]

	1,107



	183
	
 Liberia

	855



	184
	
  Burundi[image: External link]

	814



	185
	
 Congo, Dem. Rep.[image: External link]

	773



	186
	
 Central African Republic[image: External link]

	652





	


	Rank
	Country
	Int$
	Year



	1
	  Qatar[image: External link]
	141,543
	2015



	—
	  Macau[image: External link]
	111,497
	2015



	2
	  Luxembourg[image: External link]
	101,926
	2015



	3
	 Singapore
	85,382
	2015



	4
	  Brunei[image: External link]
	78,369
	2015



	5
	  Kuwait[image: External link]
	74,646
	2015



	6
	 United Arab Emirates[image: External link]
	69,971
	2015



	7
	 Ireland
	65,144
	2015



	8
	  Norway[image: External link]
	61,197
	2015



	9
	   Switzerland[image: External link]
	61,086
	2015



	—
	 Hong Kong
	56,924
	2015



	10
	 United States
	56,116
	2015



	11
	 Saudi Arabia
	53,539
	2015



	—
	 Bermuda
	52,436
	2013



	—
	 Cayman Islands
	49,902
	2011



	12
	 Netherlands
	48,313
	2015



	13
	 Austria
	48,194
	2015



	14
	  Germany[image: External link]
	47,377
	2015



	15
	 Sweden
	46,704
	2015



	16
	  Denmark[image: External link]
	46,624
	2015



	17
	  Bahrain[image: External link]
	46,586
	2015



	18
	 Iceland
	46,547
	2015



	19
	 Australia
	46,270
	2015



	20
	 Canada
	44,310
	2015



	21
	  Belgium[image: External link]
	44,093
	2015



	22
	 Finland
	42,309
	2015



	23
	 United Kingdom
	41,801
	2015



	24
	  Japan[image: External link]
	40,763
	2015



	25
	 Equatorial Guinea[image: External link]
	40,719
	2015



	26
	  Oman[image: External link]
	39,971
	2015



	27
	  France[image: External link]
	39,631
	2015



	28
	 New Zealand
	36,982
	2015



	—
	 Sint Maarten
	36,327
	2011



	29
	  Italy[image: External link]
	36,030
	2015



	—
	  Aruba[image: External link]
	36,015
	2011



	30
	  Israel[image: External link]
	35,831
	2015



	—
	 Puerto Rico
	35,024
	2013



	31
	 South Korea[image: External link]
	34,549
	2015



	32
	 Spain
	34,527
	2015



	33
	 Malta
	33,339
	2015



	34
	 Trinidad and Tobago
	33,309
	2015



	35
	 Czech Republic
	32,759
	2015



	36
	  Slovenia[image: External link]
	31,144
	2015



	37
	 Cyprus
	31,116
	2015



	38
	 Portugal
	29,213
	2015



	39
	  Slovakia[image: External link]
	29,105
	2015



	40
	  Estonia[image: External link]
	27,808
	2015



	41
	  Lithuania[image: External link]
	27,681
	2015



	42
	 Seychelles
	27,177
	2015



	43
	  Malaysia[image: External link]
	26,950
	2015



	44
	  Greece[image: External link]
	26,631
	2015



	45
	  Poland[image: External link]
	26,261
	2015



	46
	 Hungary
	25,799
	2015



	47
	 Saint Kitts and Nevis[image: External link]
	25,088
	2015



	48
	  Kazakhstan[image: External link]
	25,045
	2015



	49
	 Russia
	24,451
	2015



	50
	  Latvia[image: External link]
	24,257
	2015



	51
	 Antigua and Barbuda[image: External link]
	23,062
	2015



	52
	 Bahamas, The
	23,001
	2015



	53
	 Chile
	22,370
	2015



	54
	  Panama[image: External link]
	22,237
	2015



	55
	  Croatia[image: External link]
	21,881
	2015



	56
	  Romania[image: External link]
	21,403
	2015



	57
	  Uruguay[image: External link]
	21,244
	2015



	58
	 Cuba
	20,646
	2013



	59
	 Argentina
	20,338
	2015



	60
	 Mauritius
	20,085
	2015



	61
	  Gabon[image: External link]
	20,081
	2015



	62
	  Turkey[image: External link]
	20,008
	2015



	63
	  Bulgaria[image: External link]
	18,248
	2015



	64
	  Azerbaijan[image: External link]
	17,779
	2015



	65
	  Belarus[image: External link]
	17,740
	2015



	66
	  Venezuela[image: External link]
	17,665
	2014



	67
	  Iran[image: External link]
	17,388
	2014



	68
	  Mexico[image: External link]
	17,269
	2015



	69
	  Suriname[image: External link]
	16,703
	2015



	70
	  Turkmenistan[image: External link]
	16,533
	2015



	71
	  Barbados[image: External link]
	16,406
	2015



	72
	 Thailand
	16,340
	2015



	73
	 Botswana
	15,839
	2015



	74
	 Costa Rica[image: External link]
	15,595
	2015



	—
	  World[image: External link][11][8]
	15,546
	2015



	75
	  Montenegro[image: External link]
	15,464
	2015



	76
	  Iraq[image: External link]
	15,395
	2015



	77
	 Brazil
	15,391
	2015



	78
	 Palau
	15,317
	2015



	79
	  Algeria[image: External link]
	14,717
	2015



	80
	  China[image: External link]
	14,450
	2015



	81
	 Dominican Republic[image: External link]
	14,237
	2015



	82
	  Lebanon[image: External link]
	13,936
	2015



	83
	  Macedonia[image: External link]
	13,908
	2015



	84
	  Colombia[image: External link]
	13,829
	2015



	85
	  Serbia[image: External link]
	13,721
	2015



	86
	 Grenada
	13,559
	2015



	87
	 South Africa
	13,209
	2015



	88
	  Maldives[image: External link]
	12,770
	2015



	89
	 Peru
	12,529
	2015



	90
	  Mongolia[image: External link]
	12,221
	2015



	91
	 Sri Lanka[image: External link]
	11,763
	2015



	92
	  Tunisia[image: External link]
	11,618
	2015



	93
	  Ecuador[image: External link]
	11,474
	2015



	94
	  Albania[image: External link]
	11,249
	2015



	95
	 Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
	11,140
	2015



	96
	  Indonesia[image: External link]
	11,058
	2015



	97
	  Libya[image: External link]
	11,023
	2011



	98
	 Saint Lucia
	10,944
	2015



	99
	  Egypt[image: External link]
	10,913
	2015



	100
	  Jordan[image: External link]
	10,903
	2015



	101
	  Dominica[image: External link]
	10,865
	2015



	102
	 Bosnia and Herzegovina[image: External link]
	10,633
	2015



	103
	 Namibia
	10,411
	2015



	—
	  Kosovo[image: External link]
	9,759
	2015



	104
	  Georgia[image: External link]
	9,699
	2015



	105
	  Fiji[image: External link]
	9,323
	2015



	106
	  Paraguay[image: External link]
	9,199
	2015



	107
	 Jamaica
	9,092
	2015



	108
	 Swaziland
	8,648
	2015



	109
	 El Salvador[image: External link]
	8,620
	2015



	110
	 Belize
	8,484
	2015



	111
	  Armenia[image: External link]
	8,419
	2015



	112
	  Bhutan[image: External link]
	8,370
	2015



	113
	  Ukraine[image: External link]
	7,940
	2015



	114
	  Morocco[image: External link]
	7,842
	2015



	115
	  Guatemala[image: External link]
	7,722
	2015



	116
	 Guyana
	7,522
	2015



	117
	 Philippines
	7,387
	2015



	118
	  Angola[image: External link]
	7,387
	2015



	119
	 Nauru
	7,350
	2011



	120
	  Bolivia[image: External link]
	6,954
	2015



	121
	 Cape Verde[image: External link]
	6,557
	2015



	122
	 Congo, Rep.[image: External link]
	6,381
	2015



	123
	 India
	6,101
	2015



	124
	  Uzbekistan[image: External link]
	6,086
	2015



	125
	 Vietnam
	6,035
	2015



	126
	  Nigeria[image: External link]
	6,004
	2015



	127
	 Samoa
	5,935
	2015



	128
	  Laos[image: External link]
	5,691
	2015



	129
	 Tonga
	5,535
	2015



	130
	  Myanmar[image: External link]
	5,250
	2015



	131
	  Nicaragua[image: External link]
	5,200
	2015



	132
	  Honduras[image: External link]
	5,095
	2015



	133
	  Moldova[image: External link]
	5,049
	2015



	—
	 West Bank and Gaza[image: External link]
	5,020
	2015



	134
	 Pakistan
	5,011
	2015



	135
	 Sudan
	4,388
	2015



	136
	  Ghana[image: External link]
	4,211
	2015



	137
	 Tuvalu
	3,926
	2015



	138
	 Marshall Islands
	3,911
	2015



	139
	  Mauritania[image: External link]
	3,891
	2014



	140
	 Zambia
	3,836
	2015



	141
	 Côte d'Ivoire[image: External link]
	3,514
	2015



	142
	  Micronesia[image: External link]
	3,497
	2015



	143
	  Djibouti[image: External link]
	3,491
	2015



	144
	  Cambodia[image: External link]
	3,490
	2015



	145
	  Kyrgyzstan[image: External link]
	3,434
	2015



	146
	 Bangladesh
	3,340
	2015



	147
	 São Tomé and Príncipe[image: External link]
	3,219
	2015



	148
	 Cameroon
	3,115
	2015



	149
	 Kenya
	3,089
	2015



	150
	 Vanuatu
	2,988
	2015



	151
	 Lesotho
	2,950
	2015



	152
	 Papua New Guinea
	2,869
	2014



	153
	  Tajikistan[image: External link]
	2,834
	2015



	154
	  Yemen[image: External link]
	2,821
	2015



	155
	 Tanzania
	2,673
	2015



	156
	    Nepal[image: External link]
	2,462
	2015



	157
	  Senegal[image: External link]
	2,421
	2015



	158
	 Timor-Leste
	2,283
	2015



	159
	 Solomon Islands
	2,201
	2015



	160
	  Chad[image: External link]
	2,176
	2015



	161
	  Benin[image: External link]
	2,057
	2015



	162
	  Mali[image: External link]
	2,028
	2015



	163
	 Kiribati
	1,995
	2015



	164
	  Afghanistan[image: External link]
	1,925
	2015



	165
	 South Sudan
	1,854
	2015



	166
	 Uganda
	1,851
	2015



	167
	 Zimbabwe
	1,787
	2015



	168
	 Rwanda
	1,762
	2015



	169
	  Haiti[image: External link]
	1,757
	2015



	170
	 Burkina Faso[image: External link]
	1,696
	2015



	171
	 Gambia, The
	1,680
	2015



	172
	  Ethiopia[image: External link]
	1,629
	2015



	173
	 Sierra Leone
	1,569
	2015



	174
	  Comoros[image: External link]
	1,483
	2015



	175
	  Madagascar[image: External link]
	1,465
	2015



	176
	  Togo[image: External link]
	1,460
	2015



	177
	  Guinea-Bissau[image: External link]
	1,456
	2015



	178
	  Eritrea[image: External link]
	1,411
	2011



	179
	  Guinea[image: External link]
	1,209
	2015



	180
	 Mozambique
	1,192
	2015



	181
	 Malawi
	1,184
	2015



	182
	  Niger[image: External link]
	956
	2015



	183
	 Liberia
	835
	2015



	184
	 Congo, Dem. Rep.[image: External link]
	784
	2015



	185
	  Burundi[image: External link]
	727
	2015



	186
	 Central African Republic[image: External link]
	619
	2015





	


	Rank
	Country
	Int$
	Year



	1
	  Qatar[image: External link]
	129,700
	2016 est.



	2
	  Luxembourg[image: External link]
	102,000
	2016 est.



	—
	  Macau[image: External link]
	96,100
	2016 est.



	3
	  Liechtenstein[image: External link]
	89,400
	2009 est.



	4
	 Singapore
	87,100
	2016 est.



	—
	 Bermuda
	85,700
	2013 est.



	—
	 Isle of Man
	83,100
	2007 est.



	5
	  Brunei[image: External link]
	79,700
	2016 est.



	6
	  Monaco[image: External link]
	78,700
	2013 est.



	7
	  Kuwait[image: External link]
	71,300
	2016 est.



	8
	 Ireland
	69,400
	2016 est.



	9
	  Norway[image: External link]
	69,300
	2016 est.



	10
	 United Arab Emirates[image: External link]
	67,700
	2016 est.



	—
	 Sint Maarten
	66,800
	2014 est.



	11
	 San Marino[image: External link]
	65,300
	2016 est.



	12
	   Switzerland[image: External link]
	59,400
	2016 est.



	—
	 Hong Kong
	58,100
	2016 est.



	13
	 United States
	57,300
	2016 est.



	—
	 Jersey
	57,000
	2005 est.



	—
	 Falkland Islands
	55,400
	2002 est.



	14
	 Saudi Arabia
	54,100
	2016 est.



	—
	 Guernsey
	52,300
	2014 est.



	15
	 Netherlands
	50,800
	2016 est.



	16
	  Bahrain[image: External link]
	50,300
	2016 est.



	17
	 Sweden
	49,700
	2016 est.



	18
	 Australia
	48,800
	2016 est.



	19
	  Germany[image: External link]
	48,200
	2016 est.



	20
	 Iceland
	48,100
	2016 est.



	21
	 Austria
	47,900
	2016 est.



	22
	  Taiwan[image: External link]
	47,800
	2016 est.



	23
	  Denmark[image: External link]
	46,600
	2016 est.



	24
	 Canada
	46,200
	2016 est.



	25
	  Belgium[image: External link]
	44,900
	2016 est.



	—
	 Cayman Islands
	43,800
	2004 est.



	26
	  Oman[image: External link]
	43,700
	2015 est.



	—
	 Gibraltar
	43,000
	2008 est.



	27
	 United Kingdom
	42,500
	2016 est.



	28
	  France[image: External link]
	42,400
	2016 est.



	—
	 British Virgin Islands
	42,300
	2010 est.



	29
	 Finland
	41,800
	2016 est.



	30
	  Japan[image: External link]
	38,900
	2016 est.



	—
	 New Caledonia
	38,800
	2012 est.



	31
	 Equatorial Guinea[image: External link]
	38,700
	2016 est.



	32
	 Malta
	37,900
	2016 est.



	33
	 South Korea[image: External link]
	37,900
	2016 est.



	—
	  Greenland[image: External link]
	37,900
	2008 est.



	—
	 Puerto Rico
	37,700
	2016 est.



	34
	  Andorra[image: External link]
	37,200
	2011 est.



	35
	 New Zealand
	37,100
	2016 est.



	—
	 Faroe Islands[image: External link]
	36,600
	2014 est.



	36
	 Spain
	36,500
	2016 est.



	37
	  Italy[image: External link]
	36,300
	2016 est.



	—
	 US Virgin Islands
	36,100
	2013 est.



	—
	 Saint Pierre and Miquelon[image: External link]
	34,900
	2006 est.



	38
	  Israel[image: External link]
	34,800
	2016 est.



	39
	 Cyprus
	34,400
	2016 est.



	40
	 Czech Republic
	33,200
	2016 est.



	41
	  Slovenia[image: External link]
	32,000
	2016 est.



	42
	 Trinidad and Tobago
	31,900
	2016 est.



	43
	  Slovakia[image: External link]
	31,200
	2016 est.



	—
	  Guam[image: External link]
	30,500
	2013 est.



	44
	  Lithuania[image: External link]
	29,900
	2016 est.



	45
	  Estonia[image: External link]
	29,500
	2015 est.



	—
	 Turks and Caicos Islands
	29,100
	2007 est.



	46
	 Portugal
	28,500
	2016 est.



	47
	 Seychelles
	28,000
	2016 est.



	48
	  Poland[image: External link]
	27,700
	2016 est.



	49
	 Hungary
	27,200
	2016 est.



	50
	  Malaysia[image: External link]
	27,200
	2016 est.



	51
	  Greece[image: External link]
	26,800
	2016 est.



	—
	 French Polynesia
	26,100
	2012 est.



	52
	 Russia
	26,100
	2016 est.



	53
	  Kazakhstan[image: External link]
	25,700
	2016 est.



	54
	  Latvia[image: External link]
	25,700
	2016 est.



	55
	 Saint Kitts and Nevis[image: External link]
	25,500
	2016 est.



	—
	  Aruba[image: External link]
	25,300
	2011 est.



	56
	 The Bahamas
	24,600
	2016 est.



	57
	 Antigua and Barbuda[image: External link]
	24,100
	2016 est.



	58
	 Chile
	24,000
	2016 est.



	59
	  Panama[image: External link]
	22,800
	2016 est.



	60
	  Croatia[image: External link]
	22,400
	2016 est.



	61
	  Romania[image: External link]
	22,300
	2016 est.



	62
	  Uruguay[image: External link]
	21,600
	2016 est.



	63
	  Turkey[image: External link]
	21,100
	2016 est.



	64
	 Mauritius
	20,500
	2016 est.



	65
	 Argentina
	20,200
	2016 est.



	66
	  Bulgaria[image: External link]
	20,100
	2016 est.



	67
	  Gabon[image: External link]
	19,300
	2016 est.



	—
	 Saint Martin[image: External link]
	19,300
	2005 est.



	68
	  Mexico[image: External link]
	18,900
	2016 est.



	69
	  Lebanon[image: External link]
	18,500
	2016 est.



	70
	  Iran[image: External link]
	18,100
	2016 est.



	71
	  Azerbaijan[image: External link]
	17,700
	2016 est.



	72
	  Belarus[image: External link]
	17,500
	2016 est.



	73
	  Turkmenistan[image: External link]
	17,300
	2016 est.



	74
	  Barbados[image: External link]
	17,200
	2016 est.



	75
	  Montenegro[image: External link]
	17,000
	2016 est.



	76
	 Botswana
	16,900
	2016 est.



	77
	 Thailand
	16,800
	2016 est.



	78
	  Iraq[image: External link]
	16,500
	2016 est.



	79
	 Costa Rica[image: External link]
	16,100
	2016 est.



	80
	 Dominican Republic[image: External link]
	15,900
	2016 est.



	81
	  China[image: External link]
	15,400
	2016 est.



	82
	 Palau
	15,300
	2016 est.



	83
	  Maldives[image: External link]
	15,300
	2016 est.



	84
	  Suriname[image: External link]
	15,200
	2016 est.



	85
	 Brazil
	15,200
	2016 est.



	86
	  Venezuela[image: External link]
	15,100
	2016 est.



	—
	  Curaçao[image: External link]
	15,000
	2004 est.



	87
	  Algeria[image: External link]
	15,000
	2016 est.



	88
	 Nauru
	14,800
	2015 est.



	89
	  Macedonia[image: External link]
	14,500
	2016 est.



	90
	  Libya[image: External link]
	14,200
	2016 est.



	91
	  Colombia[image: External link]
	14,200
	2016 est.



	92
	  Serbia[image: External link]
	14,200
	2016 est.



	93
	 Grenada
	14,100
	2016 est.



	—
	 Northern Mariana Islands
	13,300
	2013 est.



	94
	 South Africa
	13,200
	2016 est.



	—
	 American Samoa
	13,000
	2013 est.



	95
	 Peru
	13,000
	2016 est.



	96
	 Cook Islands[image: External link]
	12,300
	2010 est.



	97
	  Mongolia[image: External link]
	12,200
	2016 est.



	—
	 Anguilla
	12,200
	2008 est.



	98
	  Egypt[image: External link]
	12,100
	2016 est.



	99
	 Saint Lucia
	12,000
	2016 est.



	100
	  Albania[image: External link]
	11,900
	2016 est.



	101
	 Namibia
	11,800
	2016 est.



	102
	  Tunisia[image: External link]
	11,700
	2016 est.



	103
	  Indonesia[image: External link]
	11,700
	2016 est.



	104
	 Cuba
	11,600
	2014 est.



	105
	  Dominica[image: External link]
	11,400
	2016 est.



	106
	 Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
	11,300
	2016 est.



	107
	 Sri Lanka[image: External link]
	11,200
	2016 est.



	108
	  Jordan[image: External link]
	11,100
	2016 est.



	109
	 Bosnia and Herzegovina[image: External link]
	11,000
	2016 est.



	110
	  Ecuador[image: External link]
	11,000
	2016 est.



	111
	  Georgia[image: External link]
	10,100
	2016 est.



	—
	  Kosovo[image: External link]
	10,000
	2016 est.



	112
	 Swaziland
	9,800
	2016 est.



	113
	  Paraguay[image: External link]
	9,400
	2016 est.



	114
	  Fiji[image: External link]
	9,400
	2016 est.



	115
	 Jamaica
	9,000
	2016 est.



	116
	 Belize
	8,600
	2015 est.



	—
	 Montserrat
	8,500
	2006 est.



	117
	  Armenia[image: External link]
	8,400
	2015 est.



	118
	 El Salvador[image: External link]
	8,300
	2015 est.



	119
	  Morocco[image: External link]
	8,300
	2015 est.



	120
	  Bhutan[image: External link]
	8,200
	2015 est.



	121
	  Ukraine[image: External link]
	8,000
	2015 est.



	122
	  Guatemala[image: External link]
	7,900
	2015 est.



	—
	 Saint Helena, Ascension

and Tristan da Cunha
	7,800
	2010 est.



	123
	  Angola[image: External link]
	7,600
	2015 est.



	124
	 Philippines
	7,500
	2015 est.



	125
	 Guyana
	7,200
	2015 est.



	126
	 Congo, Rep.[image: External link]
	6,800
	2015 est.



	127
	 Cape Verde[image: External link]
	6,700
	2015 est.



	128
	  Bolivia[image: External link]
	6,500
	2015 est.



	129
	  Nigeria[image: External link]
	6,400
	2015 est.



	130
	 India
	6,200
	2015 est.



	131
	 Vietnam
	6,100
	2015 est.



	132
	  Uzbekistan[image: External link]
	6,100
	2015 est.



	133
	 Niue
	5,800
	2003 est.



	134
	 Timor-Leste
	5,800
	2015 est.



	135
	  Laos[image: External link]
	5,400
	2015 est.



	136
	 Samoa
	5,400
	2015 est.



	137
	  Myanmar[image: External link]
	5,200
	2015 est.



	138
	 Tonga
	5,100
	2015 est.



	139
	  Syria[image: External link]
	5,100
	2011 est.



	140
	  Honduras[image: External link]
	5,000
	2015 est.



	141
	  Nicaragua[image: External link]
	5,000
	2015 est.



	142
	  Moldova[image: External link]
	5,000
	2015 est.



	143
	 Pakistan
	4,900
	2015 est.



	144
	  Mauritania[image: External link]
	4,500
	2015 est.



	145
	 Sudan
	4,500
	2015 est.



	146
	  Ghana[image: External link]
	4,300
	2015 est.



	147
	 State of Palestine[image: External link]
	4,300
	2014 est.



	148
	 Zambia
	4,200
	2015 est.



	—
	 Wallis and Futuna
	3,800
	2004 est.



	149
	 Bangladesh
	3,600
	2015 est.



	150
	  Cambodia[image: External link]
	3,500
	2015 est.



	151
	 São Tomé and Príncipe[image: External link]
	3,400
	2015 est.



	152
	 Tuvalu
	3,400
	2015 est.



	153
	 Marshall Islands
	3,400
	2015 est.



	154
	  Kyrgyzstan[image: External link]
	3,400
	2015 est.



	155
	 Côte d'Ivoire[image: External link]
	3,400
	2015 est.



	157
	 Kenya
	3,300
	2015 est.



	158
	  Djibouti[image: External link]
	3,300
	2015 est.



	159
	 Cameroon
	3,200
	2015 est.



	160
	 Tanzania
	3,000
	2015 est.



	161
	 Lesotho
	3,000
	2015 est.



	162
	  Micronesia[image: External link]
	3,000
	2015 est.



	163
	  Tajikistan[image: External link]
	2,800
	2015 est.



	164
	 Papua New Guinea
	2,800
	2015 est.



	165
	  Chad[image: External link]
	2,800
	2015 est.



	166
	  Yemen[image: External link]
	2,800
	2015 est.



	167
	 Vanuatu
	2,600
	2015 est.



	168
	  Senegal[image: External link]
	2,500
	2015 est.



	169
	    Nepal[image: External link]
	2,500
	2015 est.



	—
	 Western Sahara[image: External link]
	2,500
	2007 est.



	170
	 Kiribati
	2,200
	2015 est.



	171
	 Zimbabwe
	2,100
	2015 est.



	172
	 Uganda
	2,100
	2015 est.



	173
	  Afghanistan[image: External link]
	2,000
	2015 est.



	174
	 South Sudan
	2,000
	2015 est.



	175
	 Solomon Islands
	2,000
	2015 est.



	176
	  Benin[image: External link]
	2,000
	2015 est.



	177
	 Rwanda
	1,800
	2015 est.



	178
	 Burkina Faso[image: External link]
	1,800
	2015 est.



	179
	  Mali[image: External link]
	1,800
	2015 est.



	180
	 North Korea[image: External link]
	1,800
	2014 est.



	181
	  Haiti[image: External link]
	1,800
	2015 est.



	182
	 The Gambia
	1,700
	2015 est.



	183
	  Ethiopia[image: External link]
	1,700
	2015 est.



	184
	  Comoros[image: External link]
	1,600
	2015 est.



	185
	 Sierra Leone
	1,600
	2015 est.



	186
	  Togo[image: External link]
	1,500
	2015 est.



	187
	  Guinea-Bissau[image: External link]
	1,500
	2015 est.



	188
	  Madagascar[image: External link]
	1,500
	2015 est.



	189
	 Mozambique
	1,300
	2015 est.



	190
	  Guinea[image: External link]
	1,300
	2015 est.



	191
	 Malawi
	1,200
	2015 est.



	192
	  Eritrea[image: External link]
	1,200
	2015 est.



	193
	  Niger[image: External link]
	1,100
	2015 est.



	—
	 Tokelau
	1,000
	1993 est.



	194
	 Liberia
	900
	2016 est.



	195
	 Congo, Dem. Rep.[image: External link]
	800
	2016 est.



	196
	  Burundi[image: External link]
	800
	2016 est.



	197
	 Central African Republic[image: External link]
	700
	2016 est.



	198
	  Somalia[image: External link]
	400
	2014 est.
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List of countries by GDP (nominal)






For countries by purchasing power parity GDP, see List of countries by GDP (PPP).



	






	Largest economies by nominal GDP in 2017

(counting the economies of the European Union as one)

according to International Monetary Fund[image: External link] estimates.[1]





Gross domestic product (GDP) is the market value[image: External link] of all final goods and services from a nation in a given year.[2] Countries are sorted by nominal GDP[image: External link] estimates from financial and statistical institutions, which are calculated at market or government official exchange rates[image: External link]. Nominal GDP does not take into account differences in the cost of living[image: External link] in different countries, and the results can vary greatly from one year to another based on fluctuations in the exchange rates[image: External link] of the country's currency[image: External link].[3] Such fluctuations may change a country's ranking from one year to the next, even though they often make little or no difference in the standard of living of its population.[4]

Comparisons of national wealth are also frequently made on the basis of purchasing power parity (PPP), to adjust for differences in the cost of living in different countries. PPP largely removes the exchange rate problem, but has its own drawbacks; it does not reflect the value of economic output in international trade[image: External link], and it also requires more estimation than nominal GDP.[5] On the whole, PPP per capita figures are less spread than nominal GDP per capita figures.[6]

The United States[image: External link] is the world's largest economy with a GDP of approximately $18.56 trillion, notably due to high average incomes, a large population,[7] capital investment, moderate unemployment[image: External link],[8] high consumer spending,[9] a relatively young population,[10] and technological innovation.[11] Tuvalu[image: External link] is the world's smallest national economy with a GDP of about $32 million because of its very small population, a lack of natural resources, reliance on foreign aid, negligible capital investment[image: External link], demographic problems, and low average incomes.[12]

Although the rankings of national economies[image: External link] have changed considerably over time, the United States has maintained its top position since the Gilded Age[image: External link], a time period in which its economy saw rapid expansion, surpassing the British Empire and Qing dynasty[image: External link] in aggregate output.[13][14] Since China's transition to a market-based economy[image: External link] through privatisation and deregulation,[15][16] the country has seen its ranking increase from ninth in 1978 to second to only the United States in 2016 as economic growth accelerated and its share of global nominal GDP surged from 2% in 1980 to 15% in 2016.[14][1] India has also experienced a similar economic boom since the implementation of neoliberal reforms[image: External link] in the early 1990s.[17] When supranational entities[image: External link] are included, the European Union[image: External link] is the second largest economy in the world. It was the largest from 2004, when ten countries joined the union[image: External link],[18] to 2014, after which it was surpassed by the United States.[19]

The first list largely includes data compiled by the International Monetary Fund[image: External link]'s World Economic Outlook[image: External link] for 2016, the second list shows the World Bank[image: External link]'s 2015 estimates, the third list includes data compiled by the United Nations Statistics Division[image: External link] for 2013, and the fourth list includes mostly 2015 estimates from The World Factbook by the Central Intelligence Agency. Several economies which are not considered to be countries (the world, the European Union, and some dependent territories[image: External link]) are included in the lists because they appear in the sources as distinct economies. These economies are italicized and not ranked in the charts, but are listed where applicable.

Lists



	
Per the International Monetary Fund[image: External link] (2016)[1]

	
Per the World Bank[image: External link] (2015)[20]

	
Per the United Nations[image: External link] (2015)[21]




	


	Rank
	Country
	GDP

(millions of US$)



	
	
  World[image: External link][19]

	75,278,049



	1
	
 United States

	18,569,100



	—
	
 European Union[image: External link][n 1][19]

	16,408,364



	2
	
  China[image: External link][n 2]

	11,218,281



	3
	
  Japan[image: External link]

	4,938,644



	4
	
  Germany[image: External link]

	3,466,639



	5
	
 United Kingdom

	2,629,188



	6
	
  France[image: External link]

	2,463,222



	7
	
 India

	2,256,397



	8
	
  Italy[image: External link]

	1,850,735



	9
	
 Brazil

	1,798,622



	10
	
 Canada

	1,529,224



	11
	
 South Korea[image: External link]

	1,411,246



	12
	
 Russia[n 3]

	1,280,731



	13
	
 Australia

	1,258,978



	14
	
 Spain

	1,232,597



	15
	
  Mexico[image: External link]

	1,046,002



	16
	
  Indonesia[image: External link]

	932,448



	17
	
  Turkey[image: External link]

	857,429



	18
	
 Netherlands

	771,163



	19
	
   Switzerland[image: External link]

	659,850



	20
	
 Saudi Arabia

	639,617



	21
	
 Argentina

	545,124



	22
	
  Taiwan[image: External link]

	528,550



	23
	
 Sweden

	511,397



	24
	
  Poland[image: External link]

	467,591



	25
	
  Belgium[image: External link]

	466,960



	26
	
 Thailand

	406,949



	27
	
  Nigeria[image: External link]

	405,952



	28
	
 Austria

	386,752



	29
	
  Iran[image: External link]

	376,755



	30
	
 United Arab Emirates[image: External link]

	371,353



	31
	
  Norway[image: External link]

	370,449



	32
	
  Egypt[image: External link]

	332,349



	33
	
 Hong Kong

	320,668



	34
	
  Israel[image: External link]

	318,386



	35
	
  Denmark[image: External link]

	306,730



	36
	
 Philippines

	304,696



	37
	
 Singapore

	296,967



	38
	
  Malaysia[image: External link]

	296,359



	39
	
 South Africa

	294,132



	40
	
 Ireland

	293,605



	41
	
  Venezuela[image: External link]

	287,274



	42
	
 Pakistan

	284,185



	43
	
  Colombia[image: External link]

	282,357



	44
	
 Chile

	247,025



	45
	
 Finland

	236,883



	46
	
 Bangladesh

	227,901



	47
	
 Portugal

	204,761



	48
	
 Vietnam

	201,326



	49
	
 Peru

	195,140



	50
	
  Greece[image: External link]

	194,248



	51
	
 Czech Republic

	192,991



	52
	
  Romania[image: External link]

	187,039



	53
	
 New Zealand

	181,991



	54
	
  Iraq[image: External link]

	167,026



	55
	
  Algeria[image: External link]

	160,784



	56
	
  Qatar[image: External link]

	156,734



	57
	
  Kazakhstan[image: External link]

	133,757



	58
	
 Hungary

	125,675



	59
	
  Kuwait[image: External link]

	109,859



	60
	
  Morocco[image: External link]

	103,615



	61
	
 Puerto Rico

	101,304



	62
	
  Ecuador[image: External link]

	98,010



	63
	
  Angola[image: External link]

	95,821



	64
	
 Sudan

	94,421



	65
	
  Ukraine[image: External link]

	93,263



	66
	
  Slovakia[image: External link]

	89,525



	67
	
 Sri Lanka[image: External link]

	82,615



	68
	
  Syria[image: External link][n 4]

	77,460



	69
	
  Ethiopia[image: External link]

	72,523



	70
	
 Dominican Republic[image: External link]

	72,194



	71
	
 Kenya

	68,919



	72
	
  Guatemala[image: External link]

	68,175



	73
	
  Uzbekistan[image: External link]

	66,502



	74
	
  Myanmar[image: External link]

	66,324



	75
	
  Oman[image: External link]

	63,171



	76
	
  Luxembourg[image: External link]

	59,468



	77
	
 Costa Rica[image: External link]

	58,109



	78
	
  Panama[image: External link]

	55,122



	79
	
  Uruguay[image: External link]

	54,567



	80
	
  Bulgaria[image: External link]

	52,418



	81
	
  Lebanon[image: External link]

	51,991



	82
	
  Croatia[image: External link]

	50,441



	83
	
  Belarus[image: External link]

	48,847



	84
	
 Tanzania

	47,184



	85
	
  Macau[image: External link]

	44,110



	86
	
  Slovenia[image: External link]

	44,009



	87
	
  Ghana[image: External link]

	43,264



	88
	
  Lithuania[image: External link]

	42,749



	89
	
  Tunisia[image: External link]

	41,869



	90
	
 Democratic Republic of the Congo[image: External link]

	41,615



	91
	
  Jordan[image: External link]

	38,743



	92
	
  Serbia[image: External link]

	37,745



	93
	
  Azerbaijan[image: External link]

	37,556



	94
	
  Turkmenistan[image: External link]

	36,180



	95
	
 Côte d'Ivoire[image: External link]

	35,489



	96
	
  Bolivia[image: External link]

	34,831



	97
	
  Libya[image: External link]

	33,157



	98
	
  Bahrain[image: External link]

	31,907



	99
	
 Cameroon

	29,334



	100
	
  Latvia[image: External link]

	27,684



	101
	
  Paraguay[image: External link]

	27,441



	102
	
  Yemen[image: External link]

	27,318



	103
	
 El Salvador[image: External link]

	26,709



	104
	
 Uganda

	26,195



	105
	
  Estonia[image: External link]

	23,130



	106
	
  Honduras[image: External link]

	21,364



	107
	
 Zambia

	21,310



	108
	
    Nepal[image: External link]

	21,154



	109
	
 Trinidad and Tobago

	20,966



	110
	
 Iceland

	20,047



	111
	
 Papua New Guinea

	20,003



	112
	
 Cyprus

	19,810



	113
	
  Cambodia[image: External link]

	19,398



	114
	
  Afghanistan[image: External link]

	18,886



	115
	
 Bosnia and Herzegovina[image: External link]

	16,605



	116
	
 Botswana

	15,018



	117
	
  Senegal[image: External link]

	14,785



	118
	
  Gabon[image: External link]

	14,273



	119
	
  Georgia[image: External link]

	14,222



	120
	
 Zimbabwe

	14,174



	121
	
  Mali[image: External link]

	13,960



	122
	
 Jamaica

	13,950



	123
	
  Laos[image: External link]

	13,790



	124
	
  Nicaragua[image: External link]

	13,049



	125
	
  Albania[image: External link]

	12,126



	126
	
 Mauritius

	11,950



	127
	
 Burkina Faso[image: External link]

	11,182



	128
	
 Equatorial Guinea[image: External link]

	11,636



	129
	
 Mozambique

	11,283



	130
	
  Brunei[image: External link]

	11,182



	131
	
  Mongolia[image: External link]

	11,031



	132
	
 Malta

	10,953



	133
	
  Macedonia[image: External link]

	10,912



	134
	
 Namibia

	10,646



	135
	
  Armenia[image: External link]

	10,499



	136
	
  Chad[image: External link]

	10,103



	137
	
  Madagascar[image: External link]

	9,740



	138
	
 Bahamas

	8,939



	139
	
  Benin[image: External link]

	8,577



	140
	
 Rwanda

	8,406



	141
	
  Haiti[image: External link]

	8,257



	142
	
 Republic of Congo[image: External link]

	7,955



	143
	
  Niger[image: External link]

	7,479



	144
	
  Tajikistan[image: External link]

	6,922



	145
	
  Moldova[image: External link]

	6,750



	146
	
  Kosovo[image: External link]

	6,707



	147
	
  Kyrgyzstan[image: External link]

	6,551



	148
	
  Guinea[image: External link]

	6,512



	149
	
 Malawi

	5,492



	150
	
  Eritrea[image: External link]

	5,352



	151
	
  Mauritania[image: External link]

	4,714



	152
	
  Fiji[image: External link]

	4,640



	153
	
  Barbados[image: External link]

	4,588



	154
	
  Togo[image: External link]

	4,434



	155
	
  Montenegro[image: External link]

	4,126



	156
	
 Sierra Leone

	3,981



	157
	
 Swaziland

	3,770



	158
	
  Suriname[image: External link]

	3,570



	159
	
 Guyana

	3,437



	160
	
  Maldives[image: External link]

	3,379



	161
	
  Burundi[image: External link]

	3,133



	162
	
 South Sudan

	2,914



	163
	
 Timor-Leste

	2,498



	164
	
 Lesotho

	2,267



	165
	
  Bhutan[image: External link]

	2,115



	166
	
 Liberia

	2,111



	167
	
  Djibouti[image: External link]

	1,894



	168
	
 Central African Republic[image: External link]

	1,780



	169
	
 Belize

	1,743



	170
	
 Cabo Verde[image: External link]

	1,636



	171
	
 San Marino[image: External link]

	1,592



	172
	
 Seychelles

	1,405



	173
	
 Antigua and Barbuda[image: External link]

	1,398



	174
	
 St. Lucia

	1,385



	175
	
 Solomon Islands

	1,184



	176
	
  Guinea-Bissau[image: External link]

	1,155



	177
	
 Grenada

	1,027



	178
	
 The Gambia

	965



	179
	
 St. Kitts and Nevis[image: External link]

	903



	180
	
 Samoa

	786



	181
	
 St. Vincent and the Grenadines

	775



	182
	
 Vanuatu

	773



	183
	
  Comoros[image: External link]

	620



	184
	
  Dominica[image: External link]

	520



	185
	
 Tonga

	403



	186
	
 São Tomé and Príncipe[image: External link]

	350



	187
	
 Federated States of Micronesia[image: External link]

	322



	188
	
 Palau

	293



	189
	
 Marshall Islands

	183



	190
	
 Kiribati

	167



	191
	
 Tuvalu

	34





	


	Rank
	Country
	GDP

(millions of US$)



	
	
  World[image: External link]

	73,891,889



	1
	
 United States

	18,036,648



	—
	
 European Union[image: External link][n 1][22]

	16,229,464



	2
	
  China[image: External link][n 5]

	11,007,721



	3
	
  Japan[image: External link]

	4,123,258



	4
	
  Germany[image: External link]

	3,363,447



	5
	
 United Kingdom

	2,858,003



	6
	
  France[image: External link]

	2,418,836



	7
	
 India

	2,095,398



	8
	
  Italy[image: External link]

	1,821,497



	9
	
 Brazil

	1,774,725



	10
	
 Canada

	1,550,537



	11
	
 South Korea[image: External link]

	1,377,873



	12
	
 Australia

	1,339,539



	13
	
 Russia[n 3]

	1,326,015



	14
	
 Spain

	1,199,057



	15
	
  Mexico[image: External link]

	1,144,331



	16
	
  Indonesia[image: External link]

	861,934



	17
	
 Netherlands

	752,547



	18
	
  Turkey[image: External link]

	718,221



	19
	
   Switzerland[image: External link]

	664,738



	20
	
 Saudi Arabia

	646,002



	21
	
 Argentina

	548,055



	22
	
 Sweden

	492,618



	23
	
  Nigeria[image: External link]

	481,066



	24
	
  Poland[image: External link]

	474,783



	25
	
  Belgium[image: External link]

	454,039



	26
	
  Iran[image: External link]

	425,326



	27
	
 Thailand

	395,282



	28
	
  Norway[image: External link]

	388,315



	29
	
 Austria

	374,056



	30
	
  Venezuela[image: External link]

	371,337



	31
	
 United Arab Emirates[image: External link]

	370,293



	32
	
  Egypt[image: External link]

	330,779



	33
	
 South Africa

	312,798



	34
	
 Hong Kong

	309,929



	35
	
  Malaysia[image: External link]

	296,218



	36
	
  Israel[image: External link]

	296,075



	37
	
  Denmark[image: External link]

	295,164



	38
	
 Singapore

	292,739



	39
	
  Colombia[image: External link]

	292,080



	40
	
 Philippines

	291,965



	41
	
 Pakistan

	269,971



	42
	
 Chile

	240,216



	43
	
 Ireland

	238,020



	44
	
 Finland

	229,810



	45
	
 Portugal

	198,931



	46
	
  Greece[image: External link]

	195,212



	47
	
 Bangladesh

	195,079



	48
	
 Vietnam

	193,599



	49
	
 Peru

	192,084



	50
	
  Kazakhstan[image: External link]

	184,361



	51
	
 Czech Republic

	181,811



	52
	
  Romania[image: External link]

	177,954



	53
	
 New Zealand

	173,754



	54
	
  Iraq[image: External link]

	168,607



	55
	
  Qatar[image: External link]

	166,908



	56
	
  Algeria[image: External link]

	166,839



	57
	
 Hungary

	120,687



	58
	
  Kuwait[image: External link]

	112,812



	59
	
 Puerto Rico

	103,135



	60
	
  Angola[image: External link]

	102,643



	61
	
  Ecuador[image: External link]

	100,872



	62
	
  Morocco[image: External link][n 6]

	100,360



	63
	
  Ukraine[image: External link]

	90,615



	64
	
  Slovakia[image: External link]

	86,582



	65
	
 Sudan

	84,067



	66
	
 Sri Lanka[image: External link]

	82,316



	67
	
 Cuba (2013)
	77,150



	68
	
  Oman[image: External link]

	70,255



	69
	
 Dominican Republic[image: External link]

	67,103



	70
	
  Uzbekistan[image: External link]

	66,733



	71
	
  Myanmar[image: External link]

	64,866



	72
	
  Guatemala[image: External link]

	63,794



	73
	
 Kenya

	63,398



	74
	
  Ethiopia[image: External link]

	61,537



	75
	
  Luxembourg[image: External link]

	57,794



	76
	
  Belarus[image: External link]

	54,609



	77
	
  Uruguay[image: External link]

	53,443



	78
	
  Azerbaijan[image: External link]

	53,047



	79
	
  Panama[image: External link]

	52,132



	80
	
 Costa Rica[image: External link]

	51,107



	81
	
  Bulgaria[image: External link]

	48,953



	82
	
  Croatia[image: External link]

	48,732



	83
	
  Lebanon[image: External link]

	47,103



	84
	
  Macau[image: External link]

	46,178



	85
	
 Tanzania[n 7]

	44,895



	86
	
  Tunisia[image: External link]

	43,015



	87
	
  Slovenia[image: External link]

	42,747



	88
	
  Lithuania[image: External link]

	41,244



	89
	
  Ghana[image: External link]

	37,864



	90
	
  Jordan[image: External link]

	37,517



	91
	
  Turkmenistan[image: External link]

	37,334



	92
	
  Serbia[image: External link]

	36,513



	93
	
  Yemen[image: External link]

	35,955



	94
	
 Democratic Republic of the Congo[image: External link]

	35,238



	95
	
  Bolivia[image: External link]

	33,197



	96
	
  Bahrain[image: External link]

	32,221



	97
	
Cote d'Ivoire Côte d'Ivoire[image: External link]

	31,753



	98
	
 Cameroon

	29,198



	99
	
  Libya[image: External link]

	29,153



	100
	
 Trinidad and Tobago

	27,806



	101
	
  Paraguay[image: External link]

	27,623



	102
	
  Latvia[image: External link]

	27,035



	103
	
 Uganda

	26,369



	104
	
 El Salvador[image: External link]

	25,850



	105
	
  Estonia[image: External link]

	22,691



	106
	
 Zambia

	21,202



	107
	
    Nepal[image: External link]

	20,881



	108
	
  Honduras[image: External link]

	20,152



	109
	
 Cyprus[n 8]

	19,320



	110
	
  Afghanistan[image: External link]

	19,199



	111
	
 Bosnia and Herzegovina[image: External link]

	18,521



	112
	
  Gabon[image: External link]

	18,180



	113
	
  Brunei[image: External link]

	17,105



	114
	
 Iceland

	17,036



	115
	
 Papua New Guinea

	16,929



	116
	
  Cambodia[image: External link]

	16,778



	117
	
  Georgia[image: External link][n 9]

	16,530



	118
	
 Mozambique

	15,938



	119
	
 Botswana

	15,813



	120
	
  Senegal[image: External link]

	15,658



	121
	
 Equatorial Guinea[image: External link]

	15,530



	122
	
 Zimbabwe

	14,197



	123
	
 Republic of the Congo[image: External link]

	14,177



	124
	
  Chad[image: External link]

	13,922



	125
	
 Jamaica

	13,891



	126
	
 South Sudan

	13,282



	127
	
  Albania[image: External link]

	13,212



	128
	
 Namibia

	12,995



	129
	
 Mauritius

	12,630



	130
	
 Burkina Faso[image: External link]

	12,542



	131
	
  Mali[image: External link]

	12,037



	132
	
  Mongolia[image: External link]

	12,016



	133
	
  Laos[image: External link]

	11,997



	134
	
  Nicaragua[image: External link]

	11,806



	135
	
  Armenia[image: External link]

	11,644



	136
	
  Macedonia[image: External link]

	11,324



	137
	
  Madagascar[image: External link]

	10,593



	138
	
 Malta

	9,643



	139
	
  Benin[image: External link]

	9,575



	140
	
  Tajikistan[image: External link]

	9,242



	141
	
  Haiti[image: External link]

	8,713



	142
	
 The Bahamas

	8,511



	143
	
  Niger[image: External link]

	8,169



	144
	
  Moldova[image: External link][n 10]

	7,962



	145
	
 Rwanda

	7,890



	146
	
  Kyrgyzstan[image: External link]

	7,404



	147
	
  Kosovo[image: External link]

	7,387



	148
	
  Guinea[image: External link]

	6,624



	149
	
  Somalia[image: External link]

	5,707



	150
	
 Bermuda

	5,574



	151
	
  Liechtenstein[image: External link]

	5,488



	152
	
  Suriname[image: External link]

	5,210



	153
	
  Mauritania[image: External link]

	5,061



	154
	
 Sierra Leone

	4,838



	155
	
  Montenegro[image: External link]

	4,588



	156
	
  Fiji[image: External link]

	4,532



	157
	
  Togo[image: External link]

	4,518



	158
	
 Swaziland

	4,413



	159
	
  Barbados[image: External link]

	4,355



	160
	
 Malawi

	4,258



	161
	
  Andorra[image: External link]

	3,249



	162
	
 Guyana

	3,097



	163
	
  Burundi[image: External link]

	3,094



	164
	
  Maldives[image: External link]

	3,062



	165
	
 Faroe Islands[image: External link]

	2,613



	166
	
  Greenland[image: External link]

	2,441



	167
	
 Lesotho

	2,181



	168
	
 Liberia

	2,013



	169
	
  Bhutan[image: External link]

	1,959



	170
	
 Cape Verde[image: External link]

	1,871



	171
	
 Central African Republic[image: External link]

	1,723



	172
	
 Belize

	1,699



	173
	
  Djibouti[image: External link]

	1,589



	174
	
 Seychelles

	1,423



	175
	
 Timor-Leste

	1,417



	176
	
 Saint Lucia

	1,404



	177
	
 Antigua and Barbuda[image: External link]

	1,221



	178
	
 Solomon Islands

	1,158



	179
	
  Guinea-Bissau[image: External link]

	1,209



	180
	
 The Gambia

	851



	181
	
 Grenada

	884



	182
	
 Saint Kitts and Nevis[image: External link]

	852



	183
	
 Vanuatu

	815



	184
	
 Samoa

	800



	185
	
 Saint Vincent and the Grenadines

	729



	186
	
  Comoros[image: External link]

	624



	187
	
  Dominica[image: External link]

	524



	188
	
 Tonga

	434



	189
	
Sao Tome and Principe São Tomé and Príncipe[image: External link]

	337



	190
	
 Federated States of Micronesia[image: External link]

	318



	191
	
 Palau

	251



	192
	
 Marshall Islands

	187



	193
	
 Kiribati

	167



	194
	
 Tuvalu

	38





	


	Rank
	Country
	GDP

(millions of US$)



	
	
  World[image: External link][23]

	74,196,404



	1
	
 United States

	18,036,648



	—
	
 European Union[image: External link][n 1][24]

	16,832,631



	2
	
  China[image: External link][n 5]

	11,158,457



	3
	
  Japan[image: External link]

	4,383,076



	4
	
  Germany[image: External link]

	3,363,600



	5
	
 United Kingdom

	2,858,003



	6
	
  France[image: External link]

	2,418,945



	7
	
 India

	2,116,239



	8
	
  Italy[image: External link]

	1,821,580



	9
	
 Brazil

	1,772,591



	10
	
 Canada

	1,552,807



	11
	
 South Korea[image: External link]

	1,377,873



	12
	
 Russia[n 3]

	1,326,016



	13
	
 Australia

	1,230,859



	14
	
 Spain

	1,192,955



	15
	
  Mexico[image: External link]

	1,140,724



	16
	
  Indonesia[image: External link]

	861,933



	17
	
 Netherlands

	750,318



	18
	
  Turkey[image: External link]

	717,887



	19
	
   Switzerland[image: External link]

	670,789



	20
	
 Saudi Arabia

	653,219



	21
	
 Sweden

	571,090



	22
	
  Nigeria[image: External link]

	568,499



	23
	
  Poland[image: External link]

	544,959



	24
	
 Argentina

	543,490



	25
	
  Belgium[image: External link]

	531,547



	26
	
  Venezuela[image: External link]

	509,968



	27
	
  Norway[image: External link]

	500,519



	28
	
 Austria

	436,888



	29
	
  Iran[image: External link]

	425,326



	30
	
 Thailand

	404,824



	31
	
 United Arab Emirates[image: External link]

	399,451



	32
	
  Colombia[image: External link]

	377,740



	33
	
 South Africa

	349,819



	34
	
  Denmark[image: External link]

	346,119



	35
	
  Malaysia[image: External link]

	326,933



	36
	
 Singapore

	307,872



	37
	
  Israel[image: External link]

	305,673



	38
	
 Philippines

	290,896



	39
	
  Egypt[image: External link]

	282,242



	40
	
 Hong Kong

	274,027



	41
	
 Finland

	272,217



	42
	
 Chile

	258,062



	43
	
 Pakistan

	251,255



	44
	
 Ireland

	250,814



	45
	
  Greece[image: External link]

	235,574



	46
	
 Portugal

	230,117



	47
	
  Iraq[image: External link]

	225,422



	48
	
  Kazakhstan[image: External link]

	216,036



	49
	
  Algeria[image: External link]

	213,518



	50
	
  Qatar[image: External link]

	211,817



	51
	
 Czech Republic

	205,270



	52
	
 Peru

	201,809



	53
	
  Romania[image: External link]

	199,045



	54
	
 New Zealand

	198,652



	55
	
 Vietnam

	186,205



	56
	
 Bangladesh

	173,062



	57
	
  Kuwait[image: External link]

	163,637



	58
	
  Angola[image: External link]

	146,676



	59
	
 Hungary

	138,347



	60
	
  Ukraine[image: External link]

	131,806



	61
	
  Morocco[image: External link]

	110,009



	62
	
 Puerto Rico

	103,676



	63
	
  Ecuador[image: External link]

	100,917



	64
	
  Slovakia[image: External link]

	100,249



	65
	
 Cuba

	87,205



	66
	
 Sudan

	81,894



	67
	
  Oman[image: External link]

	81,797



	68
	
  Belarus[image: External link]

	76,139



	69
	
  Azerbaijan[image: External link]

	75,193



	70
	
 Sri Lanka[image: External link]

	74,941



	71
	
  Myanmar[image: External link]

	66,478



	72
	
  Luxembourg[image: External link]

	64,874



	73
	
 Dominican Republic[image: External link]

	63,969



	74
	
  Uzbekistan[image: External link]

	63,030



	75
	
 Kenya

	60,936



	76
	
  Guatemala[image: External link]

	58,827



	77
	
  Uruguay[image: External link]

	57,471



	78
	
  Croatia[image: External link]

	57,137



	79
	
  Bulgaria[image: External link]

	56,718



	80
	
  Macau[image: External link]

	55,502



	81
	
  Ethiopia[image: External link]

	53,638



	82
	
  Lebanon[image: External link]

	49,631



	83
	
 Costa Rica[image: External link]

	49,553



	84
	
  Slovenia[image: External link]

	49,491



	85
	
  Panama[image: External link]

	49,166



	86
	
  Lithuania[image: External link]

	48,392



	87
	
 Tanzania

	48,030



	88
	
  Turkmenistan[image: External link]

	47,932



	89
	
  Tunisia[image: External link]

	47,423



	90
	
  Serbia[image: External link]

	43,866



	91
	
  Libya[image: External link]

	41,319



	92
	
  Ghana[image: External link]

	37,177



	93
	
  Yemen[image: External link]

	37,131



	94
	
 Democratic Republic of the Congo[image: External link]

	35,909



	95
	
  Jordan[image: External link]

	35,827



	96
	
Cote d'Ivoire Côte d'Ivoire[image: External link]

	34,254



	97
	
  Bahrain[image: External link]

	33,850



	98
	
  Bolivia[image: External link]

	32,996



	99
	
 Cameroon

	32,051



	100
	
  Latvia[image: External link]

	31,286



	101
	
  Paraguay[image: External link]

	30,985



	102
	
 Trinidad and Tobago

	28,069



	103
	
 Uganda

	27,465



	104
	
 Zambia

	26,963



	105
	
  Estonia[image: External link]

	26,485



	106
	
 El Salvador[image: External link]

	25,164



	107
	
 Cyprus

	23,077



	108
	
  Afghanistan[image: External link]

	21,122



	109
	
  Honduras[image: External link]

	19,497



	110
	
    Nepal[image: External link]

	19,489



	111
	
 Bosnia and Herzegovina[image: External link]

	18,491



	112
	
  Gabon[image: External link]

	17,412



	113
	
 North Korea[image: External link]

	17,396



	114
	
  Brunei[image: External link]

	17,104



	115
	
 Mozambique

	17,081



	116
	
 Iceland

	17,036



	117
	
  Cambodia[image: External link]

	16,778



	118
	
 Equatorial Guinea[image: External link]

	16,731



	119
	
 Papua New Guinea

	16,576



	120
	
  Georgia[image: External link]

	16,530



	121
	
 Botswana

	15,813



	122
	
  Senegal[image: External link]

	15,658



	123
	
 Zimbabwe

	14,719



	124
	
 Congo, Republic of the[image: External link]

	14,077



	125
	
 Jamaica

	13,927



	126
	
 Namibia

	13,429



	127
	
  Albania[image: External link]

	13,413



	128
	
  Chad[image: External link]

	12,791



	129
	
 Arab Palestinian areas[image: External link]

	12,766



	130
	
 Burkina Faso[image: External link]

	12,756



	131
	
 Mauritius

	12,616



	132
	
  Mongolia[image: External link]

	12,067



	133
	
  Mali[image: External link]

	11,979



	134
	
  Nicaragua[image: External link]

	11,806



	135
	
  Laos[image: External link]

	11,749



	136
	
  Macedonia[image: External link]

	11,319



	137
	
 South Sudan

	11,007



	138
	
  Armenia[image: External link]

	10,889



	139
	
  Madagascar[image: External link]

	10,674



	140
	
 Malta

	10,536



	141
	
 New Caledonia

	10,234



	142
	
  Benin[image: External link]

	9,575



	143
	
  Tajikistan[image: External link]

	9,242



	144
	
  Haiti[image: External link]

	8,599



	145
	
 The Bahamas

	8,510



	146
	
  Niger[image: External link]

	8,169



	147
	
  Moldova[image: External link]

	7,944



	148
	
 Rwanda

	7,903



	149
	
  Kyrgyzstan[image: External link]

	7,404



	150
	
  Kosovo[image: External link]

	7,387



	151
	
  Monaco[image: External link]

	7,060



	152
	
  Guinea[image: External link]

	6,579



	153
	
  Liechtenstein[image: External link]

	5,855



	154
	
 Malawi

	5,720



	155
	
 French Polynesia

	5,623



	156
	
 Bermuda

	5,601



	157
	
  Suriname[image: External link]

	5,210



	158
	
  Mauritania[image: External link]

	5,092



	159
	
 Timor-Leste

	4,970



	160
	
 Sierra Leone

	4,893



	161
	
  Montenegro[image: External link]

	4,588



	162
	
  Togo[image: External link]

	4,576



	163
	
  Fiji[image: External link]

	4,532



	164
	
 Swaziland

	4,482



	165
	
  Barbados[image: External link]

	4,353



	166
	
  Eritrea[image: External link]

	3,858



	167
	
 Cayman Islands

	3,480



	168
	
  Andorra[image: External link]

	3,278



	169
	
  Curaçao[image: External link]

	3,159



	170
	
 Guyana

	3,086



	171
	
  Maldives[image: External link]

	3,032



	172
	
  Burundi[image: External link]

	2,869



	173
	
  Aruba[image: External link]

	2,664



	174
	
  Greenland[image: External link]

	2,441



	175
	
 Liberia

	2,122



	176
	
 Lesotho

	2,081



	177
	
  Bhutan[image: External link]

	1,965



	178
	
 Cape Verde[image: External link]

	1,855



	179
	
 San Marino[image: External link]

	1,845



	180
	
 Central African Republic[image: External link]

	1,838



	181
	
 Belize

	1,699



	182
	
  Djibouti[image: External link]

	1,589



	183
	
 Seychelles

	1,511



	184
	
 Saint Lucia

	1,406



	185
	
  Somalia[image: External link]

	1,375



	186
	
  Zanzibar[image: External link]

	1,289



	187
	
 Antigua and Barbuda[image: External link]

	1,248



	188
	
  Guinea-Bissau[image: External link]

	1,209



	189
	
 Solomon Islands

	1,103



	190
	
 Sint Maarten

	1,059



	191
	
 British Virgin Islands

	902



	192
	
 Grenada

	884



	193
	
 Saint Kitts and Nevis[image: External link]

	852



	194
	
 The Gambia

	851



	195
	
 Samoa

	824



	196
	
 Vanuatu

	812



	197
	
 Turks and Caicos Islands

	797



	198
	
 Saint Vincent and the Grenadines

	729



	199
	
  Comoros[image: External link]

	648



	200
	
  Dominica[image: External link]

	533



	201
	
 Tonga

	435



	202
	
Sao Tome and Principe São Tomé and Príncipe[image: External link]

	337



	203
	
 Federated States of Micronesia[image: External link]

	308



	204
	
 Cook Islands[image: External link]

	311



	205
	
 Anguilla

	311



	206
	
 Palau

	234



	207
	
 Marshall Islands

	209



	208
	
 Nauru

	182



	209
	
 Kiribati

	180



	210
	
 Montserrat

	63



	211
	
 Tuvalu

	38









See also


	List of countries by GDP (PPP)

	List of countries by GDP (nominal) per capita

	List of countries by GDP (PPP) per capita



Notes


	
^ a b c The European Union (EU) is an economic[image: External link] and political[image: External link] union of 28 member states[image: External link] that are located primarily[image: External link] in Europe[image: External link].


	
^ Figures exclude Taiwan[image: External link], and special administrative regions[image: External link] of Hong Kong and Macau[image: External link].


	
^ a b c Figures exclude Republic of Crimea[image: External link] and Sevastopol[image: External link].


	
^ Data for Syria's 2014 GDP is from the September 2011 WEO Database, the latest available from the IMF.


	
^ a b Figures exclude special administrative regions[image: External link] of Hong Kong and Macau[image: External link].


	
^ Includes Former Spanish Sahara.


	
^ Covers mainland Tanzania only.


	
^ Data are for the area controlled by the Government of the Republic of Cyprus.


	
^ Excludes Abkhazia[image: External link] and South Ossetia[image: External link].


	
^ Excludes data for Transnistria[image: External link].
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List of countries by GDP (nominal) per Capita






The world sorted by their gross domestic product per capita[image: External link] at nominal values[image: External link]. This is the value of all final goods and services[image: External link] produced within a nation in a given year, converted at market exchange rates[image: External link] to current U.S. dollars[image: External link], divided by the average (or mid-year) population for the same year.

The figures presented here do not take into account differences in the cost of living[image: External link] in different countries, and the results vary greatly from one year to another based on fluctuations in the exchange rates[image: External link] of the country's currency[image: External link]. Such fluctuations change a country's ranking from one year to the next, even though they often make little or no difference to the standard of living of its population.

Therefore, these figures should be used with caution. GDP per capita is often considered an indicator of a country's standard of living[image: External link];[2][3] although this is problematic because GDP per capita is not a measure of personal income[image: External link].

Comparisons of national income are also frequently made on the basis of purchasing power parity (PPP), to adjust for differences in the cost of living in different countries. (See List of countries by GDP (PPP) per capita.) PPP largely removes the exchange rate problem but not others; it does not reflect the value of economic output in international trade[image: External link], and it also requires more estimation than GDP per capita. On the whole, PPP per capita figures are more narrowly spread than nominal GDP per capita figures.

Non-sovereign entities (the world, and some dependent territories[image: External link]) are included in the list because they appear in the sources. These economies are not ranked in the charts here, but are listed in sequence by GDP for comparison. They are marked in italics.

As of 2015, the average GDP per capita of all of the countries of the world is $15,800.[4] All data are in current United States dollars[image: External link].



List of per capita nominal GDP for countries and dependencies



	
International Monetary Fund[image: External link] (2016)[5]

	
World Bank[image: External link] (2015)[6]

	
United Nations[image: External link] (2015)[7]




	


	Rank
	Country
	US$[image: External link]



	1
	
  Luxembourg[image: External link]

	103,199



	2
	
   Switzerland[image: External link]

	79,242



	3
	
  Norway[image: External link]

	70,392



	—
	  Macau[image: External link]
	67,079



	4
	
 Ireland

	62,562



	5
	
  Qatar[image: External link]

	60,787



	6
	
 Iceland

	59,629



	7
	
 United States

	57,436



	8
	
  Denmark[image: External link]

	53,744



	9
	
 Singapore

	52,961



	10
	
 Australia

	51,850



	11
	
 Sweden

	51,165



	12
	
 San Marino[image: External link]

	46,447



	13
	
 Netherlands

	45,283



	14
	
 Austria

	44,498



	—
	 Hong Kong
	43,528



	15
	
 Finland

	43,169



	16
	
 Canada

	42,210



	17
	
  Germany[image: External link]

	41,902



	18
	
  Belgium[image: External link]

	41,283



	19
	
 United Kingdom

	40,096



	20
	
  Japan[image: External link]

	38,917



	21
	
 New Zealand

	38,345



	22
	
  France[image: External link]

	38,128



	23
	
 United Arab Emirates[image: External link]

	37,678



	24
	
  Israel[image: External link]

	37,262



	25
	
  Italy[image: External link]

	30,507



	—
	 Puerto Rico
	29,697



	26
	
 South Korea[image: External link]

	27,539



	27
	
 Spain

	26,609



	28
	
  Brunei[image: External link]

	26,424



	29
	
  Kuwait[image: External link]

	26,005



	30
	
 Malta

	25,214



	31
	
 Bahamas, The

	24,272



	32
	
  Bahrain[image: External link]

	24,183



	33
	
 Cyprus

	23,352



	—
	  Taiwan[image: External link]
	22,453



	34
	
  Slovenia[image: External link]

	21,320



	35
	
 Saudi Arabia

	20,150



	36
	
 Portugal

	19,832



	37
	
 Czech Republic

	18,286



	38
	
  Greece[image: External link]

	17,901



	39
	
  Estonia[image: External link]

	17,633



	40
	
  Slovakia[image: External link]

	16,499



	41
	
  Barbados[image: External link]

	16,363



	42
	
 Palau

	16,222



	43
	
 Saint Kitts and Nevis[image: External link]

	16,058



	44
	
  Oman[image: External link]

	15,964



	45
	
  Uruguay[image: External link]

	15,679



	46
	
 Antigua and Barbuda[image: External link]

	15,488



	47
	
 Trinidad and Tobago

	15,342



	48
	
 Seychelles

	14,938



	49
	
  Lithuania[image: External link]

	14,890



	50
	
 Equatorial Guinea[image: External link]

	14,174



	51
	
  Latvia[image: External link]

	14,060



	52
	
  Panama[image: External link]

	13,654



	53
	
 Chile

	13,576



	54
	
 Hungary

	12,778



	55
	
 Argentina

	12,503



	56
	
  Poland[image: External link]

	12,316



	57
	
  Croatia[image: External link]

	12,095



	58
	
 Costa Rica[image: External link]

	11,835



	59
	
  Lebanon[image: External link]

	11,309



	60
	
  Turkey[image: External link]

	10,743



	—
	
  World[image: External link]

	10,038



	61
	
 Grenada

	9,585



	62
	
  Maldives[image: External link]

	9,554



	63
	
  Romania[image: External link]

	9,465



	64
	
 Mauritius

	9,424



	65
	
  Malaysia[image: External link]

	9,360



	66
	
  Venezuela[image: External link]

	9,258



	67
	
 Russia

	8,929



	68
	
 Brazil

	8,727



	69
	
  Mexico[image: External link]

	8,555



	70
	
  China[image: External link]

	8,113



	71
	
 Saint Lucia

	7,940



	72
	
 Nauru

	7,824



	73
	
  Gabon[image: External link]

	7,587



	74
	
  Kazakhstan[image: External link]

	7,453



	75
	
  Bulgaria[image: External link]

	7,369



	76
	
  Dominica[image: External link]

	7,356



	77
	
 Dominican Republic[image: External link]

	7,159



	78
	
 Saint Vincent and the Grenadines

	7,038



	79
	
 Botswana

	6,972



	80
	
  Montenegro[image: External link]

	6,629



	81
	
  Turkmenistan[image: External link]

	6,622



	82
	
  Suriname[image: External link]

	6,333



	83
	
 Peru

	6,199



	84
	
  Ecuador[image: External link]

	5,930



	85
	
 Thailand

	5,899



	86
	
  Colombia[image: External link]

	5,792



	87
	
  Jordan[image: External link]

	5,554



	88
	
  Serbia[image: External link]

	5,376



	89
	
 Macedonia, Republic of[image: External link]

	5,263



	90
	
 South Africa

	5,261



	91
	
  Libya[image: External link]

	5,193



	92
	
  Fiji[image: External link]

	5,182



	93
	
  Belarus[image: External link]

	5,143



	94
	
 Jamaica

	4,931



	95
	
  Iran[image: External link]

	4,683



	96
	
 Belize

	4,636



	97
	
  Iraq[image: External link]

	4,631



	98
	
 Namibia

	4,630



	99
	
 Guyana

	4,475



	100
	
 El Salvador[image: External link]

	4,343



	101
	
 Bosnia and Herzegovina[image: External link]

	4,308



	102
	
  Albania[image: External link]

	4,203



	103
	
  Guatemala[image: External link]

	4,089



	104
	
 Samoa

	4,035



	105
	
  Paraguay[image: External link]

	4,003



	106
	
  Azerbaijan[image: External link]

	3,956



	107
	
  Algeria[image: External link]

	3,944



	108
	
 Sri Lanka[image: External link]

	3,887



	109
	
 Tonga

	3,856



	110
	
  Georgia[image: External link]

	3,842



	111
	
  Tunisia[image: External link]

	3,730



	112
	
  Egypt[image: External link]

	3,685



	113
	
  Mongolia[image: External link]

	3,660



	114
	
  Indonesia[image: External link]

	3,604



	115
	
  Armenia[image: External link]

	3,511



	116
	
  Angola[image: External link]

	3,502



	117
	
 Marshall Islands

	3,338



	118
	
 Swaziland

	3,330



	119
	
  Bolivia[image: External link]

	3,197



	120
	
 Tuvalu

	3,157



	121
	
 Micronesia, Federated States of[image: External link]

	3,150



	122
	
 Cape Verde[image: External link]

	3,078



	123
	
  Morocco[image: External link]

	3,063



	124
	
 Philippines

	2,924



	125
	
 Vanuatu

	2,815



	126
	
  Bhutan[image: External link]

	2,674



	127
	
  Honduras[image: External link]

	2,609



	128
	
 Papua New Guinea

	2,528



	129
	
 Sudan

	2,384



	130
	
  Nigeria[image: External link]

	2,211



	131
	
  Ukraine[image: External link]

	2,194



	132
	
 Vietnam

	2,173



	133
	
  Uzbekistan[image: External link]

	2,122



	134
	
  Nicaragua[image: External link]

	2,120



	135
	
 East Timor

	2,102



	136
	
 Solomon Islands

	1,971



	137
	
  Laos[image: External link]

	1,925



	138
	
  Djibouti[image: External link]

	1,908



	139
	
  Moldova[image: External link]

	1,901



	140
	
 Congo, Republic of the[image: External link]

	1,784



	141
	
 India

	1,723



	142
	
 Sao Tome and Principe[image: External link]

	1,687



	143
	
 Kenya

	1,516



	144
	
  Ghana[image: External link]

	1,514



	145
	
 Côte d'Ivoire[image: External link]

	1,459



	146
	
 Kiribati

	1,437



	147
	
 Pakistan

	1,428



	148
	
 Bangladesh

	1,411



	149
	
 Zambia

	1,275



	150
	
  Myanmar[image: External link]

	1,269



	151
	
  Mauritania[image: External link]

	1,243



	152
	
 Cameroon

	1,238



	153
	
  Cambodia[image: External link]

	1,230



	154
	
 Lesotho

	1,170



	155
	
  Kyrgyzstan[image: External link]

	1,073



	156
	
 Zimbabwe

	977



	157
	
 Tanzania

	970



	158
	
  Senegal[image: External link]

	960



	159
	
  Yemen[image: External link]

	938



	160
	
  Chad[image: External link]

	852



	161
	
  Mali[image: External link]

	830



	162
	
  Eritrea[image: External link]

	823



	163
	
  Tajikistan[image: External link]

	800



	164
	
  Ethiopia[image: External link]

	795



	165
	
  Benin[image: External link]

	771



	166
	
  Haiti[image: External link]

	761



	167
	
  Comoros[image: External link]

	753



	168
	
    Nepal[image: External link]

	733



	169
	
 Rwanda

	729



	170
	
  Guinea-Bissau[image: External link]

	694



	171
	
 Burkina Faso[image: External link]

	646



	172
	
 Uganda

	638



	173
	
 Sierra Leone

	618



	174
	
  Togo[image: External link]

	590



	175
	
  Afghanistan[image: External link]

	565



	176
	
  Guinea[image: External link]

	515



	177
	
 Congo, Democratic Republic of the[image: External link]

	495



	178
	
 Liberia

	480



	179
	
 Gambia, The

	469



	180
	
  Niger[image: External link]

	411



	181
	
 Mozambique

	392



	182
	
  Madagascar[image: External link]

	391



	183
	
 Central African Republic[image: External link]

	364



	184
	
  Burundi[image: External link]

	325



	185
	
 Malawi

	295



	186
	
 South Sudan

	233





	


	Rank
	Country
	US$[image: External link]



	1
	
  Luxembourg[image: External link]

	99,718



	2
	
   Switzerland[image: External link]

	80,999



	—
	  Macau[image: External link]
	78,586



	3
	
  Norway[image: External link]

	74,482



	4
	
  Qatar[image: External link]

	73,653



	5
	
 Ireland

	61,094



	6
	
 Australia

	56,291



	7
	
 United States

	56,116



	8
	
  Denmark[image: External link]

	53,015



	9
	
 Singapore

	52,889



	10
	
 Iceland

	50,722



	11
	
 Sweden

	50,585



	12
	
 Netherlands

	44,291



	13
	
 United Kingdom

	43,930



	14
	
 Austria

	43,637



	15
	
 Canada

	43,316



	16
	
 Finland

	42,404



	—
	 Hong Kong
	42,328



	17
	
  Germany[image: External link]

	41,179



	18
	
  Belgium[image: External link]

	40,454



	19
	
 United Arab Emirates[image: External link]

	40,439



	20
	
 New Zealand

	37,808



	21
	
  France[image: External link]

	36,353



	—
	 United States Virgin Islands
	36,351



	22
	
  Israel[image: External link]

	35,729



	23
	
  Japan[image: External link]

	34,528



	—
	  Guam[image: External link]
	33,752



	24
	
  Brunei[image: External link]

	30,558



	25
	
  Italy[image: External link]

	29,993



	26
	
  Kuwait[image: External link]

	29,301



	27
	
 South Korea[image: External link]

	27,222



	28
	
 Spain

	25,685



	29
	
 Cyprus

	23,075



	30
	
 Bahamas, The

	22,817



	31
	
  Bahrain[image: External link]

	22,600



	32
	
 Malta

	22,568



	33
	
  Slovenia[image: External link]

	20,729



	34
	
 Saudi Arabia

	20,482



	35
	
 Portugal

	19,223



	36
	
  Greece[image: External link]

	18,007



	37
	
 Czech Republic

	17,557



	38
	
 Trinidad and Tobago

	17,322



	39
	
  Estonia[image: External link]

	17,085



	—
	 Northern Mariana Islands
	16,742



	40
	
  Slovakia[image: External link]

	16,089



	41
	
 Saint Kitts and Nevis[image: External link]

	15,772



	42
	
  Uruguay[image: External link]

	15,574



	43
	
  Oman[image: External link]

	15,551



	44
	
  Barbados[image: External link]

	15,429



	45
	
 Seychelles

	15,390



	46
	
 Equatorial Guinea[image: External link]

	14,440



	47
	
  Lithuania[image: External link]

	14,252



	48
	
 Antigua and Barbuda[image: External link]

	13,715



	49
	
  Latvia[image: External link]

	13,655



	50
	
 Palau

	13,499



	51
	
 Argentina

	13,467



	52
	
 Chile

	13,416



	53
	
  Panama[image: External link]

	13,268



	54
	
  Poland[image: External link]

	12,559



	55
	
 Hungary

	12,366



	56
	
  Croatia[image: External link]

	11,593



	—
	 American Samoa
	11,542



	57
	
 Costa Rica[image: External link]

	11,260



	58
	
  Kazakhstan[image: External link]

	10,510



	—
	
  World[image: External link]

	10,112



	59
	
  Malaysia[image: External link]

	9,768



	60
	
  Suriname[image: External link]

	9,485



	61
	
 Russia

	9,329



	62
	
 Grenada

	9,212



	63
	
  Turkey[image: External link]

	9,126



	64
	
 Mauritius

	9,252



	65
	
  Mexico[image: External link]

	9,005



	66
	
  Romania[image: External link]

	8,981



	67
	
 Brazil

	8,678



	68
	
  Maldives[image: External link]

	8,396



	69
	
  Gabon[image: External link]

	8,266



	70
	
  China[image: External link]

	8,069



	71
	
 Nauru

	8,053



	72
	
  Lebanon[image: External link]

	8,048



	73
	
 Saint Lucia

	7,736



	74
	
 Cuba

	7,650



	75
	
  Dominica[image: External link]

	7,116



	76
	
  Bulgaria[image: External link]

	6,994



	77
	
 Saint Vincent and the Grenadines

	6,739



	78
	
  Turkmenistan[image: External link]

	6,673



	79
	
 Dominican Republic[image: External link]

	6,469



	80
	
  Montenegro[image: External link]

	6,408



	81
	
 Botswana

	6,360



	82
	
  Ecuador[image: External link]

	6,205



	83
	
  Colombia[image: External link]

	6,056



	84
	
 Peru

	6,027



	85
	
 Thailand

	5,815



	86
	
  Belarus[image: External link]

	5,755



	87
	
 South Africa

	5,718



	88
	
  Azerbaijan[image: External link]

	5,498



	89
	
  Serbia[image: External link]

	5,237



	90
	
 Jamaica

	5,106



	91
	
  Fiji[image: External link]

	4,961



	92
	
  Iraq[image: External link]

	4,944



	93
	
  Jordan[image: External link]

	4,940



	94
	
 Belize

	4,879



	95
	
  Macedonia[image: External link]

	4,853



	96
	
 Namibia

	4,674



	97
	
 Bosnia and Herzegovina[image: External link]

	4,249



	98
	
 El Salvador[image: External link]

	4,219



	99
	
  Algeria[image: External link]

	4,154



	100
	
 Guyana

	4,127



	101
	
  Angola[image: External link]

	4,102



	102
	
 Tonga

	4,099



	103
	
  Paraguay[image: External link]

	4,081



	104
	
  Mongolia[image: External link]

	3,968



	105
	
  Albania[image: External link]

	3,945



	106
	
 Samoa

	3,939



	107
	
 Sri Lanka[image: External link]

	3,926



	108
	
  Guatemala[image: External link]

	3,904



	109
	
  Tunisia[image: External link]

	3,822



	110
	
  Georgia[image: External link]

	3,757



	111
	
  Egypt[image: External link]

	3,615



	—
	  Kosovo[image: External link]
	3,552



	112
	
  Armenia[image: External link]

	3,489



	113
	
 Marshall Islands

	3,386



	114
	
  Indonesia[image: External link]

	3,347



	115
	
 Tuvalu

	3,295



	116
	
 Swaziland

	3,200



	117
	
 Cape Verde[image: External link]

	3,080



	118
	
  Bolivia[image: External link]

	3,077



	119
	
 Micronesia, Federated States of[image: External link]

	3,015



	120
	
 Philippines

	2,904



	121
	
  Morocco[image: External link]

	2,878



	122
	
  Palestine[image: External link]

	2,867



	123
	
 Vanuatu

	2,805



	124
	
  Nigeria[image: External link]

	2,672



	125
	
  Bhutan[image: External link]

	2,656



	126
	
  Honduras[image: External link]

	2,529



	127
	
 Sudan

	2,415



	128
	
  Uzbekistan[image: External link]

	2,132



	129
	
  Ukraine[image: External link]

	2,115



	130
	
 Vietnam

	2,111



	131
	
  Nicaragua[image: External link]

	2,087



	132
	
  Djibouti[image: External link]

	1,945



	133
	
 Solomon Islands

	1,935



	134
	
 Congo, Republic of the[image: External link]

	1,851



	135
	
  Moldova[image: External link]

	1,848



	136
	
  Laos[image: External link]

	1,818



	137
	
 Sao Tome and Principe[image: External link]

	1,669



	138
	
 India

	1,593



	139
	
 Pakistan

	1,435



	140
	
 Kiribati

	1,424



	141
	
  Yemen[image: External link]

	1,406



	142
	
 Côte d'Ivoire[image: External link]

	1,399



	143
	
 Kenya

	1,377



	144
	
  Ghana[image: External link]

	1,370



	145
	
 Zambia

	1,305



	146
	
 Cameroon

	1,217



	147
	
 East Timor

	1,217



	148
	
 Bangladesh

	1,212



	149
	
  Myanmar[image: External link]

	1,162



	150
	
  Cambodia[image: External link]

	1,159



	151
	
  Kyrgyzstan[image: External link]

	1,103



	152
	
 Lesotho

	1,067



	153
	
  Tajikistan[image: External link]

	926



	154
	
 Zimbabwe

	924



	155
	
  Senegal[image: External link]

	900



	156
	
 Tanzania

	879



	157
	
  Haiti[image: External link]

	818



	158
	
  Chad[image: External link]

	776



	159
	
  Benin[image: External link]

	762



	160
	
    Nepal[image: External link]

	743



	161
	
 South Sudan

	731



	162
	
  Mali[image: External link]

	724



	163
	
  Comoros[image: External link]

	717



	164
	
 Uganda

	705



	165
	
 Rwanda

	697



	166
	
 Sierra Leone

	653



	167
	
  Ethiopia[image: External link]

	619



	168
	
  Afghanistan[image: External link]

	594



	169
	
 Burkina Faso[image: External link]

	590



	170
	
  Guinea-Bissau[image: External link]

	573



	171
	
  Togo[image: External link]

	560



	172
	
  Somalia[image: External link]

	549



	173
	
  Guinea[image: External link]

	531



	174
	
 Mozambique

	529



	175
	
 Gambia

	472



	176
	
 Congo, Democratic Republic of the[image: External link]

	456



	177
	
 Liberia

	456



	178
	
  Madagascar[image: External link]

	402



	179
	
 Malawi

	372



	180
	
  Niger[image: External link]

	359



	181
	
 Central African Republic[image: External link]

	323



	182
	
  Burundi[image: External link]

	277





	


	Rank
	Country
	US$[image: External link]



	1
	
  Liechtenstein[image: External link]

	169,492



	2
	
  Monaco[image: External link]

	165,871



	3
	
  Luxembourg[image: External link]

	100,161



	—
	 Bermuda
	94,400



	4
	
   Switzerland[image: External link]

	80,831



	—
	  Macau[image: External link]
	78,586



	5
	
  Norway[image: External link]

	74,186



	6
	
  Qatar[image: External link]

	73,653



	—
	 Cayman Islands
	62,132



	7
	
 Ireland

	60,514



	8
	
 United States

	56,054



	9
	
  Denmark[image: External link]

	53,149



	10
	
 Singapore

	52,239



	11
	
 Australia

	51,352



	12
	
 Iceland

	50,936



	13
	
 Sweden

	50,687



	14
	
 San Marino[image: External link]

	49,240



	15
	
 Netherlands

	44,332



	16
	
 United Kingdom

	44,162



	17
	
 Austria

	44,118



	18
	
 Canada

	43,206



	—
	 Hong Kong
	42,431



	19
	
 Finland

	42,148



	20
	
  Germany[image: External link]

	41,686



	21
	
 United Arab Emirates[image: External link]

	40,439



	22
	
  Belgium[image: External link]

	40,278



	23
	
  Andorra[image: External link]

	39,896



	24
	
 New Zealand

	38,294



	25
	
  Israel[image: External link]

	37,129



	—
	  Greenland[image: External link]
	36,977



	26
	
  France[image: External link]

	36,304



	27
	
  Japan[image: External link]

	34,629



	—
	 New Caledonia
	33,966



	28
	
  Brunei[image: External link]

	30,553



	29
	
  Italy[image: External link]

	30,462



	—
	 Virgin Islands, British
	30,144



	30
	
  Kuwait[image: External link]

	29,304



	—
	 Puerto Rico
	27,939



	31
	
 South Korea[image: External link]

	27,397



	—
	  Aruba[image: External link]
	26,005



	32
	
 Spain

	25,865



	—
	 Turks and Caicos Islands
	25,122



	33
	
 Malta

	23,281



	34
	
 Bahamas, The

	22,817



	35
	
  Bahrain[image: External link]

	22,600



	36
	
 Cyprus

	21,942



	—
	 Anguilla
	21,880



	37
	
 Saudi Arabia

	20,711



	38
	
  Slovenia[image: External link]

	20,690



	—
	  Curaçao[image: External link]
	20,050



	39
	
 Portugal

	19,239



	40
	
 Trinidad and Tobago

	19,063



	41
	
 Nauru

	18,469



	—
	 French Polynesia
	18,161



	42
	
  Greece[image: External link]

	17,788



	43
	
 Czech Republic

	17,562



	44
	
  Estonia[image: External link]

	17,122



	45
	
 Equatorial Guinea[image: External link]

	16,344



	46
	
  Slovakia[image: External link]

	16,082



	48
	
 Saint Kitts and Nevis[image: External link]

	15,772



	49
	
  Uruguay[image: External link]

	15,574



	50
	
  Oman[image: External link]

	15,551



	51
	
  Barbados[image: External link]

	15,429



	52
	
 Antigua and Barbuda[image: External link]

	14,764



	53
	
 Argentina

	14,565



	54
	
  Lithuania[image: External link]

	14,384



	55
	
 Seychelles

	14,133



	—
	 Cook Islands[image: External link]
	14,119



	56
	
  Latvia[image: External link]

	13,704



	57
	
 Chile

	13,416



	58
	
  Panama[image: External link]

	13,268



	59
	
  Poland[image: External link]

	12,355



	60
	
 Hungary

	12,351



	61
	
 Palau

	12,122



	—
	 Montserrat
	11,553



	62
	
  Croatia[image: External link]

	11,479



	63
	
  Venezuela[image: External link]

	11,069



	64
	
 Costa Rica[image: External link]

	11,015



	65
	
  Kazakhstan[image: External link]

	10,312



	—
	  World[image: External link]
	10,095



	66
	
  Malaysia[image: External link]

	9,768



	67
	
  Maldives[image: External link]

	9,446



	68
	
 Russia

	9,243



	69
	
  Turkey[image: External link]

	9,126



	70
	
  Romania[image: External link]

	9,121



	71
	
 Mauritius

	9,041



	72
	
  Suriname[image: External link]

	8,985



	73
	
  Mexico[image: External link]

	8,981



	74
	
 Grenada

	8,934



	75
	
  Lebanon[image: External link]

	8,571



	76
	
 Brazil

	8,528



	77
	
  China[image: External link]

	8,109



	78
	
  Gabon[image: External link]

	7,961



	79
	
 Saint Lucia

	7,839



	80
	
 Cuba

	7,657



	81
	
  Dominica[image: External link]

	7,051



	82
	
  Turkmenistan[image: External link]

	6,997



	83
	
  Bulgaria[image: External link]

	6,847



	84
	
 Saint Vincent and the Grenadines

	6,739



	85
	
  Montenegro[image: External link]

	6,424



	86
	
 Dominican Republic[image: External link]

	6,374



	87
	
 Botswana

	6,361



	88
	
  Ecuador[image: External link]

	6,205



	89
	
 Peru

	6,069



	90
	
  Colombia[image: External link]

	6,056



	91
	
 Thailand

	5,815



	92
	
 South Africa

	5,773



	93
	
  Belarus[image: External link]

	5,751



	94
	
  Libya[image: External link]

	5,488



	95
	
  Azerbaijan[image: External link]

	5,439



	96
	
  Serbia[image: External link]

	5,239



	97
	
 Jamaica

	5,106



	98
	
  Iran[image: External link]

	5,038



	99
	
  Jordan[image: External link]

	4,940



	100
	
  Fiji[image: External link]

	4,922



	101
	
 Macedonia, Republic of[image: External link]

	4,836



	102
	
 Belize

	4,789



	103
	
  Angola[image: External link]

	4,714



	104
	
 Namibia

	4,674



	105
	
  Iraq[image: External link]

	4,509



	106
	
 Guyana

	4,279



	107
	
 Bosnia and Herzegovina[image: External link]

	4,265



	108
	
 El Salvador[image: External link]

	4,219



	109
	
  Paraguay[image: External link]

	4,174



	110
	
  Algeria[image: External link]

	4,154



	111
	
 Samoa

	4,006



	112
	
  Albania[image: External link]

	3,984



	113
	
 Sri Lanka[image: External link]

	3,974



	114
	
  Mongolia[image: External link]

	3,973



	115
	
  Guatemala[image: External link]

	3,903



	116
	
 Tonga

	3,784



	—
	  Kosovo[image: External link]
	3,665



	117
	
  Tunisia[image: External link]

	3,661



	118
	
  Georgia[image: External link]

	3,491



	119
	
  Armenia[image: External link]

	3,489



	120
	
 Marshall Islands

	3,453



	121
	
  Egypt[image: External link]

	3,452



	122
	
 Tuvalu

	3,362



	123
	
  Indonesia[image: External link]

	3,346



	124
	
 Swaziland

	3,212



	125
	
 Cape Verde[image: External link]

	3,080



	126
	
  Bolivia[image: External link]

	3,077



	127
	
 Micronesia, Federated States of[image: External link]

	3,015



	128
	
  Morocco[image: External link]

	2,919



	129
	
 Philippines

	2,904



	130
	
 Papua New Guinea

	2,798



	131
	
 Vanuatu

	2,783



	132
	
 Palestine, State of[image: External link]

	2,716



	133
	
  Nigeria[image: External link]

	2,714



	134
	
  Bhutan[image: External link]

	2,677



	135
	
  Honduras[image: External link]

	2,522



	136
	
 East Timor

	2,425



	137
	
  Uzbekistan[image: External link]

	2,308



	138
	
  Nicaragua[image: External link]

	2,087



	139
	
 Vietnam

	2,068



	140
	
  Ukraine[image: External link]

	2,022



	141
	
 Sudan

	1,977



	142
	
  Djibouti[image: External link]

	1,956



	143
	
  Laos[image: External link]

	1,850



	144
	
 Solomon Islands

	1,842



	145
	
 Congo, Republic of the[image: External link]

	1,838



	146
	
 São Tomé and Príncipe[image: External link]

	1,753



	147
	
 India

	1,614



	148
	
  Moldova[image: External link]

	1,591



	149
	
  Syria[image: External link]

	1,535



	150
	
 Kiribati

	1,443



	151
	
 Côte d'Ivoire[image: External link]

	1,413



	152
	
 Pakistan

	1,410



	153
	
 Kenya

	1,377



	154
	
  Comoros[image: External link]

	1,369



	155
	
  Ghana[image: External link]

	1,356



	156
	
 Zambia

	1,311



	157
	
  Mauritania[image: External link]

	1,235



	158
	
 Cameroon

	1,217



	159
	
 Bangladesh

	1,208



	160
	
  Myanmar[image: External link]

	1,161



	161
	
  Cambodia[image: External link]

	1,159



	162
	
  Kyrgyzstan[image: External link]

	1,106



	163
	
  Yemen[image: External link]

	1,106



	164
	
 South Sudan

	1,067



	165
	
 Lesotho

	941



	166
	
  Tajikistan[image: External link]

	926



	167
	
  Eritrea[image: External link]

	915



	168
	
  Senegal[image: External link]

	901



	169
	
 Zimbabwe

	890



	170
	
 Tanzania

	877



	171
	
  Haiti[image: External link]

	794



	172
	
  Benin[image: External link]

	779



	173
	
  Mali[image: External link]

	744



	174
	
    Nepal[image: External link]

	725



	175
	
  Chad[image: External link]

	713



	176
	
  Guinea[image: External link]

	704



	177
	
 Rwanda

	697



	178
	
 Sierra Leone

	695



	179
	
 North Korea[image: External link]

	648



	180
	
 Uganda

	648



	181
	
  Afghanistan[image: External link]

	623



	182
	
 Burkina Faso[image: External link]

	611



	183
	
  Ethiopia[image: External link]

	603



	184
	
  Togo[image: External link]

	559



	185
	
  Guinea-Bissau[image: External link]

	530



	186
	
 Mozambique

	529



	187
	
 Congo, Democratic Republic of the[image: External link]

	486



	188
	
 Gambia, The

	473



	189
	
 Liberia

	456



	190
	
  Madagascar[image: External link]

	402



	191
	
 Malawi

	373



	192
	
  Niger[image: External link]

	359



	193
	
 Central African Republic[image: External link]

	333



	194
	
  Burundi[image: External link]

	245



	195
	
  Somalia[image: External link]

	145









See also


	
List of IMF ranked countries by GDP[image: External link], IMF ranked GDP (nominal), GDP (nominal) per capita, GDP (PPP), GDP (PPP) per capita, Population, and PPP]]

	List of countries by average wage[image: External link]

	List of countries by external debt[image: External link]



Notes and references



	
^ Based on the IMF data. If no data was available for a country from IMF, data from the World Bank is used.


	
^ O'Sullivan, Arthur


	
^ French President seeks alternatives to GDP[image: External link], The Guardian 14-09-2009.

"European Parliament, Policy Department Economic and Scientific Policy: Beyond GDP Study"[image: External link] (PDF). (1.47 MB)


	
^ http://www.indexmundi.com/world/gdp_per_capita_(ppp).html[image: External link]


	
^ Some data refers to IMF staff estimates but some are actual figures for the year 2017, made in 12 April 2017. World Economic Outlook Database-April 2017[image: External link], International Monetary Fund[image: External link]. Accessed on 18 April 2017.


	
^ Data refer mostly to the year 2015. [1][image: External link] (selecting all countries, GDP per capita (current US$), , World Bank[image: External link]. Accessed on 24 May 2017.


	
^ National Accounts Main Aggregates Database, 2015[image: External link], (Select all countries, "GDP, Per Capita GDP - US Dollars", and 2015 to generate table), United Nations Statistics Division[image: External link]. Accessed on 24 May 2017.






External links


	
Chart of GDP per capita at current US$ prices[image: External link] by Google, World Bank data

	
World Map and Chart of GDP per capita at current prices[image: External link] by Lebanese-economy-forum, World Bank data
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List of countries by income Equality






This is a list of countries or dependencies by income inequality metrics[image: External link], including Gini coefficients[image: External link]. The Gini coefficient is a number between 0 and 1, where 0 corresponds with perfect equality (where everyone has the same income) and 1 corresponds with perfect inequality (where one person has all the income—and everyone else has zero income). Income distribution can vary greatly from wealth distribution in a country (see List of countries by distribution of wealth[image: External link]). Income from black market[image: External link] economic activity is not included and is the subject of current economic research.[1][2]

UN and CIA combined list – income ratios and Gini indices (1995–present)


	Click sorting buttons to sort alphabetically or numerically. Can sort in ascending or descending order. The row number column on the left sorts independently from the columns to the right of it.



Key:

R/P 10%: The ratio of the average income of the richest 10% to the poorest 10%

R/P 20%: The ratio of the average income of the richest 20% to the poorest 20%

Gini: Gini index[image: External link], a quantified representation of a nation's Lorenz curve[image: External link]

UN: Data from the United Nations Development Programme[image: External link].

CIA: Data from the Central Intelligence Agency's The World Factbook.
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	3



	4



	5



	6



	7



	8



	9



	10



	11



	12



	13



	14



	15



	16



	17



	18



	19



	20



	21



	22



	23



	24



	25



	26



	27



	28



	29



	30



	31



	32



	33



	34



	35



	36



	37



	38



	39



	40



	41



	42



	43



	44



	45



	46



	47



	48



	49



	50



	51



	52



	53



	54



	55



	56



	57



	58



	59



	60



	61



	62



	63



	64



	65



	66



	67



	68



	69



	70



	71



	72



	73



	74



	75



	76



	77



	78



	79



	80



	81



	82



	83



	84



	85



	86



	87



	88



	89



	90



	91



	92



	93



	94



	95



	96



	97



	98



	99



	100



	101



	102



	103



	104



	105



	106



	107



	108



	109



	110



	111



	112



	113



	114



	115



	116



	117



	118



	119



	120



	121



	122



	123



	124



	125



	126



	127



	128



	129



	130



	131



	132



	133



	134



	135



	136



	137



	138



	139



	140



	141



	142



	143



	144



	145



	146



	147



	148



	149



	150



	151



	152



	153



	154



	155



	156



	157



	158



	159



	160



	161



	162



	163



	164



	165



	166



	167



	168



	169



	170



	171



	172



	173



	174



	175



	176





	


	Country
	UN R/P
	World Bank[image: External link] Gini [3]
	CIA R/P [4]
	CIA Gini[5]



	10%[6]
	20%[7]
	%
	Year
	10%
	Year
	%
	Year



	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	Afghanistan[image: External link]
	
	
	27.8
	2008
	
	
	
	



	Albania[image: External link]
	7.2
	4.8
	29.0
	2012
	7.2
	2004
	26.9
	2012 est.



	Algeria[image: External link]
	9.6
	6.1
	35.3
	1995
	9.6
	1995
	35.3
	1995



	Angola[image: External link]
	
	
	42.7
	2008
	
	
	
	



	Argentina
	31.6
	17.8
	42.7
	2014
	35.0
	2007 Jan.-Mar.
	45.8
	2009



	Armenia[image: External link]
	8.0
	5.0
	31.5
	2014
	25.8
	2004
	30.3
	2012



	Australia
	12.5
	7.0
	34.9
	2010
	12.7
	1994
	30.3
	2008



	Austria
	6.9
	4.4
	30.5
	2012
	6.8
	2004
	26.3
	2007



	Azerbaijan[image: External link]
	9.7
	6.0
	33.7
	2008
	9.5
	2001
	33.7
	2008



	Bahrain[image: External link]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	Bangladesh
	7.5
	4.9
	32.0
	2010
	7.5
	2000 est.
	32.1
	2010



	Belarus[image: External link]
	6.9
	4.5
	26.0
	2012
	6.9
	2002
	26.5
	2011



	Belgium[image: External link]
	8.2
	4.9
	27.6
	2012
	8.3
	2000
	25.9
	2013 est.



	Belize
	
	
	53.3
	1999
	
	
	
	



	Benin[image: External link]
	9.4
	6.0
	43.5
	2012
	9.4
	2003
	36.5
	2003



	Bhutan[image: External link]
	
	
	38.7
	2012
	
	
	38.7
	2012



	Bolivia[image: External link]
	93.9
	42.3
	48.4
	2014
	157.3
	2002
	46.6
	2012



	Bosnia and Herzegovina[image: External link]
	5.4
	3.8
	33.0
	2007
	5.5
	2001
	36.2
	2007



	Botswana
	43.0
	20.4
	60.5
	2009
	
	
	63.0
	1993



	Brazil
	16
	13
	48.4
	2014
	14.6
	2013
	48.7
	2013



	Bulgaria[image: External link]
	7.0
	4.4
	36.0
	2012
	8.8
	2005
	35.4
	2012



	Burkina Faso[image: External link]
	11.6
	6.9
	39.8
	2009
	11.5
	2003
	39.5
	2007



	Burundi[image: External link]
	19.3
	9.5
	33.4
	2006
	19.3
	1998
	42.4
	1998



	Cambodia[image: External link]
	12.2
	7.3
	30.8
	2012
	12.0
	2004
	37.9
	2008 est.



	Cameroon
	15.7
	9.1
	42.8
	2007
	15.4
	2001
	44.6
	2001



	Canada
	9.4
	5.5
	33.7
	2010
	9.5
	2000
	32.1
	2005



	Cape Verde[image: External link]
	
	
	42.7
	2007
	
	
	
	



	Central African Republic[image: External link]
	69.2
	32.7
	56.2
	2008
	68.1
	1993
	61.3
	1993



	Chad[image: External link]
	
	
	43.3
	2011
	
	
	43.3
	2011 est.



	Chile
	26.2
	15.7
	50.5
	2013
	32.1
	2003
	52.1
	2009



	China[image: External link]
	21.6
	12.2
	42.2
	2012
	21.8
	2004
	42.2
	2012



	Colombia[image: External link]
	60.4
	25.3
	53.5
	2013
	56.3
	2008
	53.5
	2012



	Comoros[image: External link]
	
	
	64.3
	2004
	
	
	
	



	DR Congo[image: External link]
	
	
	42.1
	2012
	
	
	
	



	Congo, Republic of the[image: External link]
	
	
	40.2
	2011
	
	
	
	



	Costa Rica[image: External link]
	23.4
	15.6
	48.5
	2014
	37.3
	2003
	50.3
	2009



	Côte d'Ivoire[image: External link]
	16.6
	9.7
	43.2
	2008
	17.0
	2002
	41.5
	2008



	Croatia[image: External link]
	7.3
	4.8
	32.0
	2011
	7.2
	2003 est.
	32.0
	2010



	Cuba
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	Cyprus
	
	
	34.3
	2012
	
	
	32.4
	2013 est.



	Czech Republic
	5.2
	3.5
	26.1
	2012
	5.2
	1996
	24.9
	2012



	Denmark[image: External link]
	8.1
	4.3
	29.1
	2012
	12.0
	2000 est.
	24.8
	2011 est.



	Djibouti[image: External link]
	
	
	45.1
	2012
	
	
	40.9
	2002



	Dominican Republic[image: External link]
	25.3
	14.3
	47.1
	2013
	18.8
	2012
	45.7
	2012 est.



	Ecuador[image: External link]
	35.2
	17.3
	45.4
	2014
	17.5
	2006 Oct.[8]
	48.5
	2013 Dec.[8]



	Egypt[image: External link]
	8.0
	5.1
	30.8
	2008
	8.0
	2000
	30.8
	2008



	El Salvador[image: External link]
	38.6
	20.9
	41.8
	2013
	55.4
	2002
	46.9
	2007



	Equatorial Guinea[image: External link]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	Estonia[image: External link]
	10.8
	6.4
	33.2
	2012
	11.0
	2003
	32.9
	2013



	Ethiopia[image: External link]
	6.6
	4.3
	33.2
	2010
	6.5
	2000
	33.0
	2011



	European Union[image: External link]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	30.6
	2012 est.



	Fiji[image: External link]
	
	
	42.8
	2008
	
	
	
	



	Finland
	5.6
	3.8
	27.1
	2012
	5.7
	2000
	26.8
	2008



	France[image: External link]
	9.1
	5.6
	33.1
	2012
	8.3
	2004
	30.1
	2013



	Gabon[image: External link]
	
	
	41.5
	2005
	
	
	
	



	The Gambia
	20.2
	11.2
	47.3
	2003
	20.6
	1998
	50.2
	1998



	Georgia[image: External link]
	15.4
	8.3
	40.0
	2013
	15.2
	2003
	46.0
	2011



	Germany[image: External link]
	6.9
	4.3
	30.1
	2011
	6.9
	2000
	27.0
	2006



	Ghana[image: External link]
	14.1
	8.4
	42.8
	2006
	13.7
	1999
	42.3
	2012–2013



	Greece[image: External link]
	10.2
	6.2
	36.7
	2012
	10.4
	2000 est.
	34.4
	2013 est.



	Guatemala[image: External link]
	33.9
	20.3
	48.7
	2014
	48.2
	2002
	55.1
	2007



	Guinea[image: External link]
	10.5
	6.6
	33.7
	2012
	21.6
	2006
	39.4
	2007



	Guinea-Bissau[image: External link]
	19.0
	10.3
	50.7
	2010
	84.8
	1991
	
	



	Guyana
	
	
	44.5
	1998
	26.0
	1999
	44.6
	2007



	Haiti[image: External link]
	54.4
	26.6
	60.8
	2012
	68.1
	2001
	59.2
	2001



	Honduras[image: External link]
	59.4
	17.2
	50.6
	2014
	35.2
	2003
	57.7
	2007



	Hong Kong
	17.8
	9.7
	
	
	
	
	53.7
	2011



	Hungary
	5.5
	3.8
	30.6
	2012
	5.6
	2002
	24.7
	2009



	Iceland
	
	
	26.9
	2012
	
	
	28.0
	2006



	India
	8.6
	5.6
	35.1
	2011
	8.6
	2004
	35.1
	2011



	Indonesia[image: External link]
	7.8
	5.2
	35.6
	2010
	7.9
	2002
	41.0
	2015



	Iran[image: External link]
	17.2
	9.7
	37.4
	2013
	16.9
	1998
	44.5
	2006



	Iraq[image: External link]
	
	
	29.5
	2012
	
	
	
	



	Ireland
	9.4
	5.6
	32.5
	2012
	9.4
	2000
	33.9
	2010



	Israel[image: External link]
	13.4
	7.9
	42.8
	2010
	11.8
	2005
	37.6
	2012



	Italy[image: External link]
	11.6
	6.5
	35.2
	2012
	11.7
	2000
	31.9
	2012 est.



	Jamaica
	17.3
	9.8
	45.5
	2004
	17.0
	2004
	45.5
	2004



	Japan[image: External link]
	4.5
	3.4
	32.1
	2008
	4.5
	1993
	37.9
	2011



	Jordan[image: External link]
	11.3
	6.9
	35.4
	2010
	11.3
	2003
	39.7
	2007



	Kazakhstan[image: External link]
	8.5
	5.6
	26.4
	2013
	8.0
	2004 est.
	28.9
	2011



	Kenya
	13.6
	8.2
	47.7
	2005
	18.6
	2000
	42.5
	2008 est.



	North Korea[image: External link]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	South Korea[image: External link]
	7.8
	4.7
	31.3
	2007
	5.9
	2011
	30.2
	2013 est.



	Kuwait[image: External link]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	Kyrgyzstan[image: External link]
	6.4
	4.4
	27.4
	2012
	6.4
	2003
	33.4
	2007



	Laos[image: External link]
	8.3
	5.4
	37.9
	2012
	8.4
	2002
	36.7
	2008



	Latvia[image: External link]
	11.6
	6.8
	35.5
	2012
	11.6
	2003
	35.2
	2010



	Lebanon[image: External link]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	Lesotho
	39.8
	44.2
	54.2
	2015
	48.2
	2002 est.
	63.2
	1995



	Liberia
	12.8
	
	36.5
	2007
	
	
	
	



	Libya[image: External link]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	Lithuania[image: External link]
	10.4
	6.3
	35.2
	2012
	10.3
	2003
	35.5
	2009



	Luxembourg[image: External link]
	
	
	34.8
	2012
	6.8
	2000
	30.4
	2013 est.



	Macau[image: External link]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	35
	2013



	Macedonia[image: External link]
	12.5
	7.5
	43.2
	2009
	12.3
	2003
	43.6
	2013



	Madagascar[image: External link]
	19.2
	11.0
	40.6
	2010
	19.3
	2001
	47.5
	2001



	Malawi
	10.9
	6.7
	46.1
	2010
	11.0
	2004
	39.0
	2004



	Malaysia[image: External link]
	22.1
	12.4
	46.3
	2009
	28.0
	2003 est.
	46.2
	2009



	Maldives[image: External link]
	
	
	36.8
	2009
	
	
	37.4
	2004 est.



	Mali[image: External link]
	12.5
	7.6
	33.0
	2010
	12.6
	2001
	40.1
	2001



	Malta
	
	
	
	
	
	
	27.9
	2013



	Mauritania[image: External link]
	12.0
	7.4
	37.5
	2008
	11.8
	2000
	39.0
	2000



	Mauritius
	
	
	35.8
	2012
	
	
	35.9
	2012 est.



	Mexico[image: External link]
	21.6
	12.8
	48.2
	2014
	24.6
	2004
	48.3
	2008



	Moldova[image: External link]
	8.2
	5.3
	28.5
	2013
	8.3
	2003
	33.0
	2010



	Mongolia[image: External link]
	8.2
	5.4
	33.8
	2012
	8.2
	2002
	36.5
	2008



	Montenegro[image: External link]
	
	
	33.2
	2013
	
	
	26.2
	2013 est.



	Morocco[image: External link]
	11.7
	7.2
	40.7
	2007
	11.9
	1999
	40.9
	2007 est.



	Mozambique
	18.8
	9.9
	45.6
	2008
	18.8
	2002
	45.6
	2008



	Myanmar[image: External link]
	
	
	
	
	11.6
	1998
	
	



	Namibia
	106.6
	56.1
	61.3
	2010
	129.0
	2003
	59.7
	2010



	Nepal[image: External link]
	15.8
	9.1
	32.8
	2010
	15.6
	2004
	32.8
	2010



	Netherlands
	9.2
	2.5[9]
	28.0
	2012
	9.2
	1999
	25.1
	2013



	New Zealand
	12.4
	6.8
	36.2
	1997
	
	
	36.2
	1997



	Nicaragua[image: External link]
	31.0
	8.8
	47.0
	2014
	15.4
	2001
	40.5
	2010



	Niger[image: External link]
	46.0
	20.7
	31.5
	2011
	44.3
	1995
	34.0
	2007



	Nigeria[image: External link]
	17.8
	9.7
	43.0
	2009
	17.5
	2003
	43.7
	2003



	Norway[image: External link]
	6.1
	3.9
	25.9
	2012
	6.0
	2000
	26.8
	2010



	Oman[image: External link]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	Pakistan
	6.5
	4.3
	29.6
	2010
	6.6
	2002
	29.6
	FY 2011



	Panama[image: External link]
	49.9
	23.9
	50.7
	2014
	61.4
	2003
	51.9
	2010 est.



	Papua New Guinea
	23.8
	12.6
	43.9
	2009
	23.8
	1996
	50.9
	1996



	Paraguay[image: External link]
	38.8
	25.7
	48.3
	2013
	65.9
	2003
	53.2
	2009



	Peru
	26.1
	15.2
	44.1
	2014
	31.5
	2003
	45.3
	2012



	Philippines
	15.5
	9.3
	43.0
	2012
	15.5
	2003
	46.0
	2012



	Poland[image: External link]
	8.8
	5.6
	32.4
	2012
	8.7
	2002
	34.1
	2009



	Portugal
	15.0
	8.0
	36.0
	2012
	9.2
	1995 est.
	34.2
	2013 est.



	Qatar[image: External link]
	
	
	41.1
	2007
	
	
	
	



	Romania[image: External link]
	7.5
	4.9
	27.3
	2012
	7.4
	2003
	27.3
	2012



	Russia
	12.7
	7.6
	41.6
	2012
	12.8
	2002
	42
	2012



	Rwanda
	18.6
	9.9
	50.8
	2011
	18.2
	2000
	46.8
	2000



	Sao Tome and Principe[image: External link]
	
	
	30.8
	2010
	
	
	
	



	Saudi Arabia
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	Senegal[image: External link]
	12.3
	7.4
	40.3
	2011
	12.4
	2001
	40.3
	2011



	Serbia[image: External link]
	
	
	29.7
	2010
	
	
	38.7
	2014 est.



	Seychelles
	
	
	42.8
	2006
	
	
	
	



	Sierra Leone
	87.2
	57.6
	34.0
	2011
	87.2
	1989
	62.9
	1989



	Singapore
	17.7
	9.7
	
	
	17.3
	1998
	46.4
	2014



	Slovakia[image: External link]
	6.7
	4.0
	26.1
	2012
	6.7
	1996
	25.3
	2012



	Slovenia[image: External link]
	5.9
	3.9
	25.6
	2012
	5.9
	1998
	23.7
	2012



	Somalia[image: External link]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	South Africa
	33.1
	17.9
	63.4
	2011
	31.9
	2000
	62.5
	2013 est.



	South Sudan
	
	
	45.5
	2009
	
	
	46.0
	2010 est.



	Spain
	10.3
	6.0
	35.9
	2012
	10.2
	2000
	34.0
	2011



	Sri Lanka[image: External link]
	11.1
	6.9
	38.6
	2012
	36.1
	FY 2003/04
	49.0
	2010



	St. Lucia
	
	
	42.6
	1995
	
	
	
	



	Sudan
	
	
	35.4
	2009
	
	
	
	



	Suriname[image: External link]
	
	
	57.6
	1999
	
	
	
	



	Swaziland
	25.1
	13.0
	51.5
	2010
	25.4
	2001
	50.4
	2001



	Sweden
	6.2
	4.0
	27.3
	2012
	6.2
	2000
	24.9
	2013



	Switzerland[image: External link]
	9.0
	5.5
	31.6
	2012
	8.9
	2000
	28.7
	2012 est.



	Syria[image: External link]
	
	
	35.8
	2004
	
	
	
	



	Taiwan[image: External link]
	
	
	
	
	6.1
	2002 est.
	33.8
	2012



	Tajikistan[image: External link]
	7.8
	5.2
	30.8
	2009
	7.8
	2003
	32.6
	2006



	Tanzania
	9.2
	5.8
	37.8
	2011
	9.3
	2000
	37.6
	2007



	Thailand
	12.6
	7.7
	39.3
	2012
	12.4
	2002
	39.4
	2010



	Timor-Leste
	
	
	31.6
	2007
	
	
	31.9
	2007 est.



	Togo[image: External link]
	
	
	46.0
	2011
	
	
	
	



	Trinidad and Tobago
	12.9
	7.6
	40.3
	1992
	
	
	
	



	Tunisia[image: External link]
	13.4
	7.9
	35.8
	2010
	13.7
	2000
	40.0
	2005 est.



	Turkey[image: External link]
	6.6
	4.6
	40.2
	2012
	17.1
	2003
	40.2
	2010



	Turkmenistan[image: External link]
	12.3
	7.7
	40.8
	1998
	12.2
	1998
	40.8
	1998



	Uganda
	16.6
	9.2
	42.4
	2012
	16.4
	2002
	39.5
	2013



	Ukraine[image: External link]
	5.9
	4.1
	24.6
	2013
	7.6
	2006
	28.2
	2009



	United Arab Emirates[image: External link]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	United Kingdom
	13.8
	7.2
	32.6
	2012
	13.6
	1999
	32.4
	2012



	United States
	18.5
	9.4
	46.1
	2013
	14.0
	2014 est.
	47.0
	2014



	Uruguay[image: External link]
	11.8
	
	41.6
	2014
	17.9
	2003
	45.3
	2010



	Uzbekistan[image: External link]
	10.6
	6.2
	36.7
	2003
	10.6
	2003
	36.8
	2003



	Venezuela[image: External link]
	18.8
	16.0
	46.9
	2006
	50.3
	2003
	39.0
	2011



	Vietnam
	6.9
	4.9
	38.9
	2012
	10.0
	2004
	37.6
	2008



	Palestine[image: External link]
	
	
	35.5
	2009
	
	
	
	



	Yemen[image: External link]
	8.6
	5.6
	37.7
	2005
	8.6
	2003
	37.7
	2005



	Zambia
	
	
	55.6
	2010
	
	
	57.5
	2010



	Zimbabwe
	
	
	50.1
	1995
	
	
	50.1
	2006



	 World
	
	
	
	
	12.0
	2002 est.
	38.0
	2007









OECD countries

Gini coefficient, before taxes and transfers



	Gini coefficient, before taxes and transfers



	


	




	




	1



	2



	3



	4



	5



	6



	7



	8



	9



	10



	11



	12



	13



	14



	15



	16



	17



	18



	19



	20



	21



	22



	23



	24



	25



	26



	27



	28



	29



	30



	31



	32



	33



	34





	


	Country
	mid-70s
	mid-80s
	around 1990
	mid-90s
	around 2000
	mid-2000s
	Late 2000s



	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	Australia
	
	
	
	0.467
	0.476
	0.465
	0.468



	Austria
	
	
	
	
	
	0.433
	0.472



	Belgium[image: External link]
	
	0.449
	
	0.472
	0.464
	0.494
	0.469



	Canada
	0.385
	0.395
	0.403
	0.430
	0.440
	0.436
	0.441



	Chile
	
	
	
	0.441
	
	0.414
	0.426



	Czech Republic
	
	
	
	0.442
	0.472
	0.474
	0.444



	Denmark[image: External link]
	
	0.373
	0.396
	0.417
	0.415
	0.417
	0.416



	Estonia[image: External link]
	
	
	
	
	
	0.504
	0.458



	Finland
	0.343
	0.387
	
	0.479
	0.478
	0.483
	0.465



	France[image: External link]
	
	0.380
	0.370
	0.473
	0.490
	0.485
	0.483



	Germany[image: External link]
	
	0.439
	0.429
	0.459
	0.471
	0.499
	0.504



	Greece[image: External link]
	0.448
	0.426
	
	0.446
	0.466
	0.454
	0.436



	Hungary
	
	
	0.452
	0.496
	0.463
	0.497
	0.466



	Iceland
	
	
	
	
	
	0.365
	0.382



	Ireland
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	Israel[image: External link]
	
	0.472
	0.476
	0.494
	0.504
	0.513
	0.498



	Italy[image: External link]
	
	0.420
	0.437
	0.508
	0.516
	0.557
	0.534



	Japan[image: External link]
	
	0.345
	
	0.403
	0.432
	0.443
	0.462



	Luxembourg[image: External link]
	
	0.383
	
	0.427
	0.421
	0.454
	0.482



	Mexico[image: External link]
	
	0.453
	
	0.532
	0.517
	0.491
	0.494



	Netherlands
	0.426
	0.473
	0.474
	0.484
	0.424
	0.426
	0.426



	New Zealand
	
	0.408
	0.468
	0.488
	0.484
	0.473
	0.455



	Norway[image: External link]
	
	0.351
	
	0.404
	0.426
	0.447
	0.410



	Poland[image: External link]
	
	
	
	
	
	0.542
	0.470



	Portugal
	0.457
	
	0.436
	0.490
	0.479
	0.542
	0.521



	Slovak Republic[image: External link]
	
	
	
	
	
	0.458
	0.416



	Slovenia[image: External link]
	
	
	
	
	
	0.452
	0.423



	South Korea[image: External link]
	
	
	
	
	
	0.331
	0.344



	Spain
	
	
	
	
	
	
	0.461



	Sweden
	0.389
	0.404
	0.408
	0.438
	0.446
	0.432
	0.426



	Switzerland[image: External link]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	0.409



	Turkey[image: External link]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	0.470



	United Kingdom
	0.338
	0.419
	0.439
	0.453
	0.458
	0.445
	0.456



	United States
	0.406
	0.436
	0.450
	0.477
	0.476
	0.486
	0.486









Gini coefficient, after taxes and transfers



	Gini coefficient, after taxes and transfers
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	10



	11



	12



	13



	14



	15



	16



	17



	18



	19



	20



	21



	22



	23



	24



	25



	26



	27



	28



	29



	30



	31



	32



	33



	34





	


	Country
	mid-70s
	mid-80s
	around 1990
	mid-90s
	around 2000
	mid-2000s
	Late 2000s



	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	Australia
	
	
	
	0.309
	0.317
	0.315
	0.336



	Austria
	
	0.236
	
	0.238
	0.252
	0.265
	0.261



	Belgium[image: External link]
	
	0.274
	
	0.287
	0.289
	0.271
	0.259



	Canada
	0.304
	0.293
	0.287
	0.289
	0.318
	0.317
	0.324



	Chile
	
	
	
	0.427
	
	0.403
	0.394



	Czech Republic
	
	
	0.232
	0.257
	0.260
	0.268
	0.256



	Denmark[image: External link]
	
	0.221
	0.226
	0.215
	0.226
	0.232
	0.248



	Estonia[image: External link]
	
	
	
	
	
	0.349
	0.315



	Finland
	0.235
	0.209
	
	0.218
	0.247
	0.254
	0.259



	France[image: External link]
	
	0.300
	0.290
	0.277
	0.287
	0.288
	0.293



	Germany[image: External link]
	
	0.251
	0.256
	0.266
	0.264
	0.285
	0.295



	Greece[image: External link]
	0.413
	0.336
	
	0.336
	0.345
	0.321
	0.307



	Hungary
	
	
	0.273
	0.294
	0.293
	0.291
	0.272



	Iceland
	
	
	
	
	
	0.257
	0.301



	Ireland
	
	0.331
	
	0.324
	0.304
	0.314
	0.293



	Israel[image: External link]
	
	0.326
	0.329
	0.338
	0.347
	0.378
	0.371



	Italy[image: External link]
	
	0.309
	0.297
	0.348
	0.343
	0.352
	0.337



	Japan[image: External link]
	
	0.304
	
	0.323
	0.337
	0.321
	0.329



	Luxembourg[image: External link]
	
	0.247
	
	0.259
	0.261
	0.258
	0.288



	Mexico[image: External link]
	
	0.452
	
	0.519
	0.507
	0.474
	0.476



	Netherlands
	0.263
	0.272
	0.292
	0.297
	0.292
	0.284
	0.294



	New Zealand
	
	0.271
	0.318
	0.335
	0.339
	0.335
	0.330



	Norway[image: External link]
	
	0.222
	
	0.243
	0.261
	0.276
	0.250



	Poland[image: External link]
	
	
	
	
	0.316
	0.349
	0.305



	Portugal
	0.354
	
	0.329
	0.359
	0.356
	0.385
	0.353



	Slovak Republic[image: External link]
	
	
	
	
	
	0.268
	0.257



	Slovenia[image: External link]
	
	
	
	
	
	0.246
	0.236



	South Korea[image: External link]
	
	
	
	
	
	0.306
	0.315



	Spain
	
	0.371
	0.337
	0.343
	0.342
	0.319
	0.317



	Sweden
	0.212
	0.198
	0.209
	0.211
	0.243
	0.234
	0.259



	Switzerland[image: External link]
	
	
	
	
	0.279
	0.276
	0.303



	Turkey[image: External link]
	
	0.434
	
	0.490
	
	0.430
	0.409



	United Kingdom
	0.268
	0.309
	0.354
	0.336
	0.351
	0.331
	0.345



	United States
	0.316
	0.337
	0.348
	0.361
	0.357
	0.380
	0.378









See also


	List of countries by inequality-adjusted HDI[image: External link]
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ISO 4217






"Currency code" redirects here. It is not to be confused with Currency sign[image: External link].

ISO 4217 is a standard first published by International Organization for Standardization[image: External link] in 1978, which delineates currency[image: External link] designators, country codes[image: External link] (alpha and numeric), and references to minor units in three tables:


	Table A.1 – Current currency & funds code list[1]


	Table A.2 – Current funds codes[2]


	Table A.3 – List of codes for historic denominations of currencies & funds[3]




The tables, history and ongoing discussion are maintained by SIX Interbank Clearing[image: External link] on behalf of ISO and the Swiss Association for Standardization.[4]

The ISO 4217 code list is used in banking[image: External link] and business[image: External link] globally. In many countries the ISO codes for the more common currencies are so well known publicly that exchange rates[image: External link] published in newspapers or posted in banks[image: External link] use only these to delineate the different currencies, instead of translated currency names or ambiguous currency symbols[image: External link]. ISO 4217 codes are used on airline tickets[image: External link] and international train[image: External link] tickets to remove any ambiguity about the price.
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 Code formation




The first two letters of the code are the two letters of the ISO 3166-1 alpha-2[image: External link] country codes[image: External link] (which are also used as the basis for national top-level domains on the Internet[image: External link]) and the third is usually the initial of the currency itself. So Japan[image: External link]'s currency code is JPY—JP for Japan and Y for yen[image: External link]. This eliminates the problem caused by the names dollar[image: External link], franc[image: External link], peso[image: External link] and pound[image: External link] being used in dozens of different countries, each having significantly differing values. Also, if a currency is revalued, the currency code's last letter is changed to distinguish it from the old currency. In some cases, the third letter is the initial for "new" in that country's language, to distinguish it from an older currency that was revalued; the code sometimes outlasts the usage of the term "new" itself (for example, the code for the Mexican peso[image: External link] is MXN). Other changes can be seen, however; the Russian ruble[image: External link], for example, changed from RUR to RUB, where the B comes from the third letter in the word "ruble".
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 X currencies




In addition to codes for most active national currencies ISO 4217 provides codes for "supranational" currencies, procedural purposes, and several things which are "similar to" currencies:


	Codes for the precious metals[image: External link] gold[image: External link] (XAU), silver[image: External link] (XAG), palladium[image: External link] (XPD), and platinum[image: External link] (XPT) are formed by prefixing the element's chemical symbol with the letter "X". These "currency units" are denominated as one troy ounce[image: External link] of the specified metal as opposed to "USD 1" or "EUR 1".

	The code XTS is reserved for use in testing.

	The code XXX is used to denote a "transaction" involving no currency.

	There are also codes specifying certain monetary instruments used in international finance, e.g. XDR is the symbol for special drawing right[image: External link] issued by the International Monetary Fund[image: External link].

	The codes for most supranational[image: External link] currencies, such as the East Caribbean dollar[image: External link], the CFP franc[image: External link], the CFA franc[image: External link] BEAC and the CFA franc BCEAO. The predecessor to the euro, the European Currency Unit[image: External link] (ECU), had the code XEU.



The use of an initial letter "X" for these purposes is facilitated by the ISO 3166 rule that no official country code beginning with X will ever be assigned. Because of this rule ISO 4217 can use X codes without risk of clashing with a future country code. ISO 3166 country codes beginning with "X" are used for private custom use (reserved), never for official codes. For instance, the ISO 3166-based NATO[image: External link] country codes[image: External link] (STANAG 1059[image: External link], 9th edition) use "X" codes for imaginary exercise countries ranging from XXB for "Brownland" to XXR for "Redland", as well as for major commands such as XXE for SHAPE[image: External link] or XXS for SACLANT[image: External link]. Consequently, ISO 4217 can use "X" codes for non-country-specific currencies without risk of clashing with future country codes.

The inclusion of EU (denoting the European Union[image: External link]) in the ISO 3166-1[image: External link] reserved codes list, allows the euro[image: External link] to be coded as EUR rather than assigned a code beginning with X even though it is a supranational currency.
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 Treatment of minor currency units (the "exponent")




The ISO 4217 standard includes a crude mechanism for expressing the relationship between a major currency unit and its corresponding minor currency unit. This mechanism is called the currency "exponent" and assumes a base of 10. For example, USD (the United States dollar[image: External link]) is equal to 100 of its minor currency unit the " cent[image: External link]". So the USD has exponent 2 (10 to the power 2 is 100, which is the number of cents in a dollar). The code JPY (Japanese yen[image: External link]) is given the exponent 0, because its minor unit, the sen, although nominally valued at 1/100 of a yen, is of such negligible value that it is no longer used. Usually, as with the USD, the minor currency unit has a value that is 1/100 of the major unit, but in some cases (including most varieties of the dinar) 1/1000 is used, and sometimes ratios apply which are not integer powers of 10. Mauritania[image: External link] does not use a decimal division of units, setting 1 ouguiya[image: External link] (UM) equal to 5 khoums[image: External link], and Madagascar[image: External link] has 1 ariary[image: External link] = 5 iraimbilanja[image: External link]. Some currencies do not have any minor currency unit at all and these are given an exponent of 0, as with currencies whose minor units are unused due to negligible value.
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 Currency numbers




There is also a three-digit code number assigned to each currency, in the same manner as there is also a three-digit code number assigned to each country as part of ISO 3166. This numeric code is usually the same as the ISO 3166-1 numeric[image: External link] code. For example, USD (United States dollar[image: External link]) has code 840 which is also the numeric code for the US (United States).
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 Position of ISO 4217 code in amounts




The ISO standard does not regulate either the spacing, prefixing or suffixing in usage of currency codes. According however to the European Union[image: External link]'s Publication Office,[5] in English[image: External link], Irish[image: External link], Latvian[image: External link] and Maltese[image: External link] texts, the ISO 4217 code is to be followed by a fixed space and the amount:


	a sum of EUR 30



In Bulgarian[image: External link], Croatian[image: External link], Czech[image: External link], Danish[image: External link], Dutch[image: External link], Estonian[image: External link], Finnish[image: External link], French[image: External link], German[image: External link], Greek, Hungarian[image: External link], Italian, Lithuanian[image: External link], Polish[image: External link], Portuguese[image: External link], Romanian[image: External link], Slovak[image: External link], Slovene[image: External link], Spanish[image: External link] and Swedish[image: External link] the order is reversed; the amount is followed by a fixed space and the ISO 4217 code:


	une somme de 30 EUR



Note that, as illustrated, the order is determined not by the currency, but by the native language of the document context.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 History




In 1973, the ISO Technical Committee 68 decided to develop codes for the representation of currencies and funds for use in any application of trade, commerce or banking. At the 17th session (February 1978), the related UN[image: External link]/ ECE[image: External link] Group of Experts agreed that the three-letter alphabetic codes for International Standard ISO 4217, "Codes for the representation of currencies and funds", would be suitable for use in international trade.

Over time, new currencies are created and old currencies are discontinued. Frequently, these changes are due to the formation of new governments, treaties between countries standardizing on a shared currency, or revaluation of an existing currency due to excessive inflation. As a result, the list of codes must be updated from time to time. The ISO 4217 maintenance agency (MA), SIX Interbank Clearing[image: External link], is responsible for maintaining the list of codes.
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 Active codes




The following is a list of active codes of official ISO 4217 currency names.



	Code
	Num
	E[6]
	Currency
	Locations using this currency



	AED
	784
	2
	United Arab Emirates dirham[image: External link]
	 United Arab Emirates[image: External link]



	AFN
	971
	2
	Afghan afghani[image: External link]
	  Afghanistan[image: External link]



	ALL
	008
	2
	Albanian lek[image: External link]
	  Albania[image: External link]



	AMD
	051
	2
	Armenian dram[image: External link]
	  Armenia[image: External link]



	ANG
	532
	2
	Netherlands Antillean guilder[image: External link]
	  Curaçao[image: External link] (CW),  Sint Maarten (SX)



	AOA
	973
	2
	Angolan kwanza[image: External link]
	  Angola[image: External link]



	ARS
	032
	2
	Argentine peso[image: External link]
	 Argentina



	AUD
	036
	2
	Australian dollar[image: External link]
	 Australia,  Christmas Island (CX),  Cocos (Keeling) Islands (CC),  Heard Island and McDonald Islands (HM),  Kiribati (KI),  Nauru (NR),  Norfolk Island (NF),  Tuvalu (TV)



	AWG
	533
	2
	Aruban florin[image: External link]
	  Aruba[image: External link]



	AZN
	944
	2
	Azerbaijani manat[image: External link]
	  Azerbaijan[image: External link]



	BAM
	977
	2
	Bosnia and Herzegovina convertible mark[image: External link]
	 Bosnia and Herzegovina[image: External link]



	BBD
	052
	2
	Barbados dollar[image: External link]
	  Barbados[image: External link]



	BDT
	050
	2
	Bangladeshi taka[image: External link]
	 Bangladesh



	BGN
	975
	2
	Bulgarian lev[image: External link]
	  Bulgaria[image: External link]



	BHD
	048
	3
	Bahraini dinar[image: External link]
	  Bahrain[image: External link]



	BIF
	108
	0
	Burundian franc[image: External link]
	  Burundi[image: External link]



	BMD
	060
	2
	Bermudian dollar[image: External link]
	 Bermuda



	BND
	096
	2
	Brunei dollar[image: External link]
	  Brunei[image: External link]



	BOB
	068
	2
	Boliviano[image: External link]
	  Bolivia[image: External link]



	BOV
	984
	2
	Bolivian Mvdol (funds code)
	  Bolivia[image: External link]



	BRL
	986
	2
	Brazilian real[image: External link]
	 Brazil



	BSD
	044
	2
	Bahamian dollar[image: External link]
	 Bahamas



	BTN
	064
	2
	Bhutanese ngultrum[image: External link]
	  Bhutan[image: External link]



	BWP
	072
	2
	Botswana pula[image: External link]
	 Botswana



	BYN
	933
	2
	Belarusian ruble[image: External link]
	  Belarus[image: External link]



	BZD
	084
	2
	Belize dollar[image: External link]
	 Belize



	CAD
	124
	2
	Canadian dollar[image: External link]
	 Canada



	CDF
	976
	2
	Congolese franc[image: External link]
	 Democratic Republic of the Congo[image: External link]



	CHE
	947
	2
	WIR[image: External link] Euro (complementary currency[image: External link])
	   Switzerland[image: External link]



	CHF
	756
	2
	Swiss franc[image: External link]
	   Switzerland[image: External link],   Liechtenstein[image: External link] (LI)



	CHW
	948
	2
	WIR[image: External link] Franc (complementary currency[image: External link])
	   Switzerland[image: External link]



	CLF
	990
	4
	Unidad de Fomento[image: External link] (funds code)
	 Chile



	CLP
	152
	0
	Chilean peso[image: External link]
	 Chile



	CNY
	156
	2
	Chinese yuan[image: External link]
	  China[image: External link]



	COP
	170
	2
	Colombian peso[image: External link]
	  Colombia[image: External link]



	COU
	970
	2[7]
	Unidad de Valor Real (UVR) (funds code)[7]
	  Colombia[image: External link]



	CRC
	188
	2
	Costa Rican colon[image: External link]
	 Costa Rica[image: External link]



	CUC
	931
	2
	Cuban convertible peso[image: External link]
	 Cuba



	CUP
	192
	2
	Cuban peso[image: External link]
	 Cuba



	CVE
	132
	0
	Cape Verde escudo[image: External link]
	 Cape Verde[image: External link]



	CZK
	203
	2
	Czech koruna[image: External link]
	 Czech Republic



	DJF
	262
	0
	Djiboutian franc[image: External link]
	  Djibouti[image: External link]



	DKK
	208
	2
	Danish krone[image: External link]
	  Denmark[image: External link],  Faroe Islands[image: External link] (FO),   Greenland[image: External link] (GL)



	DOP
	214
	2
	Dominican peso[image: External link]
	 Dominican Republic[image: External link]



	DZD
	012
	2
	Algerian dinar[image: External link]
	  Algeria[image: External link]



	EGP
	818
	2
	Egyptian pound[image: External link]
	  Egypt[image: External link]



	ERN
	232
	2
	Eritrean nakfa[image: External link]
	  Eritrea[image: External link]



	ETB
	230
	2
	Ethiopian birr[image: External link]
	  Ethiopia[image: External link]



	EUR
	978
	2
	Euro[image: External link]
	  Andorra[image: External link] (AD),  Austria (AT),   Belgium[image: External link] (BE),  Cyprus (CY),   Estonia[image: External link] (EE),  Finland (FI),   France[image: External link] (FR),   Germany[image: External link] (DE),   Greece[image: External link] (GR),   Guadeloupe[image: External link] (GP),  Ireland (IE),   Italy[image: External link] (IT),   Latvia[image: External link] (LV),   Lithuania[image: External link] (LT),   Luxembourg[image: External link] (LU),  Malta (MT),   Martinique[image: External link] (MQ),   Mayotte[image: External link] (YT),   Monaco[image: External link] (MC),   Montenegro[image: External link] (ME),  Netherlands (NL),  Portugal (PT),   Réunion[image: External link] (RE),  Saint Barthélemy[image: External link] (BL),  Saint Pierre and Miquelon[image: External link] (PM),  San Marino[image: External link] (SM),   Slovakia[image: External link] (SK),   Slovenia[image: External link] (SI),  Spain (ES)



	FJD
	242
	2
	Fiji dollar[image: External link]
	  Fiji[image: External link]



	FKP
	238
	2
	Falkland Islands pound[image: External link]
	 Falkland Islands (pegged to GBP 1:1)



	GBP
	826
	2
	Pound sterling[image: External link]
	 United Kingdom, the  Isle of Man (IM, see Manx pound[image: External link]),  Jersey (JE, see Jersey pound[image: External link]), and  Guernsey (GG, see Guernsey pound[image: External link])



	GEL
	981
	2
	Georgian lari[image: External link]
	  Georgia[image: External link]



	GHS
	936
	2
	Ghanaian cedi[image: External link]
	  Ghana[image: External link]



	GIP
	292
	2
	Gibraltar pound[image: External link]
	 Gibraltar (pegged to GBP 1:1)



	GMD
	270
	2
	Gambian dalasi[image: External link]
	 Gambia



	GNF
	324
	0
	Guinean franc[image: External link]
	  Guinea[image: External link]



	GTQ
	320
	2
	Guatemalan quetzal[image: External link]
	  Guatemala[image: External link]



	GYD
	328
	2
	Guyanese dollar[image: External link]
	 Guyana



	HKD
	344
	2
	Hong Kong dollar[image: External link]
	 Hong Kong



	HNL
	340
	2
	Honduran lempira[image: External link]
	  Honduras[image: External link]



	HRK
	191
	2
	Croatian kuna[image: External link]
	  Croatia[image: External link]



	HTG
	332
	2
	Haitian gourde[image: External link]
	  Haiti[image: External link]



	HUF
	348
	2
	Hungarian forint[image: External link]
	 Hungary



	IDR
	360
	2
	Indonesian rupiah[image: External link]
	  Indonesia[image: External link]



	ILS
	376
	2
	Israeli new shekel[image: External link]
	  Israel[image: External link]



	INR
	356
	2
	Indian rupee[image: External link]
	 India,   Bhutan[image: External link]



	IQD
	368
	3
	Iraqi dinar[image: External link]
	  Iraq[image: External link]



	IRR
	364
	2
	Iranian rial[image: External link]
	  Iran[image: External link]



	ISK
	352
	0
	Icelandic króna[image: External link]
	 Iceland



	JMD
	388
	2
	Jamaican dollar[image: External link]
	 Jamaica



	JOD
	400
	3
	Jordanian dinar[image: External link]
	  Jordan[image: External link]



	JPY
	392
	0
	Japanese yen[image: External link]
	  Japan[image: External link]



	KES
	404
	2
	Kenyan shilling[image: External link]
	 Kenya



	KGS
	417
	2
	Kyrgyzstani som[image: External link]
	  Kyrgyzstan[image: External link]



	KHR
	116
	2
	Cambodian riel[image: External link]
	  Cambodia[image: External link]



	KMF
	174
	0
	Comoro franc[image: External link]
	  Comoros[image: External link]



	KPW
	408
	2
	North Korean won[image: External link]
	 North Korea[image: External link]



	KRW
	410
	0
	South Korean won[image: External link]
	 South Korea[image: External link]



	KWD
	414
	3
	Kuwaiti dinar[image: External link]
	  Kuwait[image: External link]



	KYD
	136
	2
	Cayman Islands dollar[image: External link]
	 Cayman Islands



	KZT
	398
	2
	Kazakhstani tenge[image: External link]
	  Kazakhstan[image: External link]



	LAK
	418
	2
	Lao kip[image: External link]
	  Laos[image: External link]



	LBP
	422
	2
	Lebanese pound[image: External link]
	  Lebanon[image: External link]



	LKR
	144
	2
	Sri Lankan rupee[image: External link]
	 Sri Lanka[image: External link]



	LRD
	430
	2
	Liberian dollar[image: External link]
	 Liberia



	LSL
	426
	2
	Lesotho loti[image: External link]
	 Lesotho



	LYD
	434
	3
	Libyan dinar[image: External link]
	  Libya[image: External link]



	MAD
	504
	2
	Moroccan dirham[image: External link]
	  Morocco[image: External link]



	MDL
	498
	2
	Moldovan leu[image: External link]
	  Moldova[image: External link]



	MGA
	969
	1*[8]
	Malagasy ariary[image: External link]
	  Madagascar[image: External link]



	MKD
	807
	2
	Macedonian denar[image: External link]
	  Macedonia[image: External link]



	MMK
	104
	2
	Myanmar kyat[image: External link]
	  Myanmar[image: External link]



	MNT
	496
	2
	Mongolian tögrög[image: External link]
	  Mongolia[image: External link]



	MOP
	446
	2
	Macanese pataca[image: External link]
	  Macao[image: External link]



	MRO
	478
	1*[8]
	Mauritanian ouguiya[image: External link]
	  Mauritania[image: External link]



	MUR
	480
	2
	Mauritian rupee[image: External link]
	 Mauritius



	MVR
	462
	2
	Maldivian rufiyaa[image: External link]
	  Maldives[image: External link]



	MWK
	454
	2
	Malawian kwacha[image: External link]
	 Malawi



	MXN
	484
	2
	Mexican peso[image: External link]
	  Mexico[image: External link]



	MXV
	979
	2
	Mexican Unidad de Inversion[image: External link] (UDI) (funds code)
	  Mexico[image: External link]



	MYR
	458
	2
	Malaysian ringgit[image: External link]
	  Malaysia[image: External link]



	MZN
	943
	2
	Mozambican metical[image: External link]
	 Mozambique



	NAD
	516
	2
	Namibian dollar[image: External link]
	 Namibia



	NGN
	566
	2
	Nigerian naira[image: External link]
	  Nigeria[image: External link]



	NIO
	558
	2
	Nicaraguan córdoba[image: External link]
	  Nicaragua[image: External link]



	NOK
	578
	2
	Norwegian krone[image: External link]
	  Norway[image: External link],   Svalbard[image: External link] and  Jan Mayen[image: External link] (SJ),  Bouvet Island[image: External link] (BV)



	NPR
	524
	2
	Nepalese rupee[image: External link]
	    Nepal[image: External link]



	NZD
	554
	2
	New Zealand dollar[image: External link]
	 New Zealand,  Cook Islands[image: External link] (CK),  Niue (NU),  Pitcairn Islands (PN; see also Pitcairn Islands dollar[image: External link]),  Tokelau (TK)



	OMR
	512
	3
	Omani rial[image: External link]
	  Oman[image: External link]



	PAB
	590
	2
	Panamanian balboa[image: External link]
	  Panama[image: External link]



	PEN
	604
	2
	Peruvian Sol[image: External link]
	 Peru



	PGK
	598
	2
	Papua New Guinean kina[image: External link]
	 Papua New Guinea



	PHP
	608
	2
	Philippine peso[image: External link]
	 Philippines



	PKR
	586
	2
	Pakistani rupee[image: External link]
	 Pakistan



	PLN
	985
	2
	Polish złoty[image: External link]
	  Poland[image: External link]



	PYG
	600
	0
	Paraguayan guaraní[image: External link]
	  Paraguay[image: External link]



	QAR
	634
	2
	Qatari riyal[image: External link]
	  Qatar[image: External link]



	RON
	946
	2
	Romanian leu[image: External link]
	  Romania[image: External link]



	RSD
	941
	2
	Serbian dinar[image: External link]
	  Serbia[image: External link]



	RUB
	643
	2
	Russian ruble[image: External link]
	 Russia



	RWF
	646
	0
	Rwandan franc[image: External link]
	 Rwanda



	SAR
	682
	2
	Saudi riyal[image: External link]
	 Saudi Arabia



	SBD
	090
	2
	Solomon Islands dollar[image: External link]
	 Solomon Islands



	SCR
	690
	2
	Seychelles rupee[image: External link]
	 Seychelles



	SDG
	938
	2
	Sudanese pound[image: External link]
	 Sudan



	SEK
	752
	2
	Swedish krona[image: External link]/kronor
	 Sweden



	SGD
	702
	2
	Singapore dollar[image: External link]
	 Singapore



	SHP
	654
	2
	Saint Helena pound[image: External link]
	 Saint Helena[image: External link] (SH-SH),  Ascension Island[image: External link] (SH-AC),  Tristan da Cunha[image: External link]



	SLL
	694
	2
	Sierra Leonean leone[image: External link]
	 Sierra Leone



	SOS
	706
	2
	Somali shilling[image: External link]
	  Somalia[image: External link]



	SRD
	968
	2
	Surinamese dollar[image: External link]
	  Suriname[image: External link]



	SSP
	728
	2
	South Sudanese pound[image: External link]
	 South Sudan



	STD
	678
	2
	São Tomé and Príncipe dobra[image: External link]
	 São Tomé and Príncipe[image: External link]



	SVC
	222
	2
	Salvadoran colón[image: External link]
	 El Salvador[image: External link]



	SYP
	760
	2
	Syrian pound[image: External link]
	  Syria[image: External link]



	SZL
	748
	2
	Swazi lilangeni[image: External link]
	 Swaziland



	THB
	764
	2
	Thai baht[image: External link]
	 Thailand



	TJS
	972
	2
	Tajikistani somoni[image: External link]
	  Tajikistan[image: External link]



	TMT
	934
	2
	Turkmenistani manat[image: External link]
	  Turkmenistan[image: External link]



	TND
	788
	3
	Tunisian dinar[image: External link]
	  Tunisia[image: External link]



	TOP
	776
	2
	Tongan paʻanga[image: External link]
	 Tonga



	TRY
	949
	2
	Turkish lira[image: External link]
	  Turkey[image: External link]



	TTD
	780
	2
	Trinidad and Tobago dollar[image: External link]
	 Trinidad and Tobago



	TWD
	901
	2
	New Taiwan dollar[image: External link]
	  Taiwan[image: External link]



	TZS
	834
	2
	Tanzanian shilling[image: External link]
	 Tanzania



	UAH
	980
	2
	Ukrainian hryvnia[image: External link]
	  Ukraine[image: External link]



	UGX
	800
	0
	Ugandan shilling[image: External link]
	 Uganda



	USD
	840
	2
	United States dollar[image: External link]
	 United States,  American Samoa (AS),   Barbados[image: External link] (BB) (as well as Barbados Dollar[image: External link]),  Bermuda (BM) (as well as Bermudian Dollar[image: External link]),  British Indian Ocean Territory (IO) (also uses GBP),  British Virgin Islands (VG),  Caribbean Netherlands[image: External link] (BQ - Bonaire, Sint Eustatius and Saba),   Ecuador[image: External link] (EC),  El Salvador[image: External link] (SV),   Guam[image: External link] (GU),   Haiti[image: External link] (HT),  Marshall Islands (MH),  Federated States of Micronesia[image: External link] (FM),  Northern Mariana Islands (MP),  Palau (PW),   Panama[image: External link] (PA),  Puerto Rico (PR),  Timor-Leste (TL),  Turks and Caicos Islands (TC),  U.S. Virgin Islands (VI),  United States Minor Outlying Islands[image: External link]



	USN
	997
	2
	United States dollar (next day) (funds code)
	 United States



	UYI
	940
	0
	Uruguay Peso en Unidades Indexadas (URUIURUI) (funds code)
	  Uruguay[image: External link]



	UYU
	858
	2
	Uruguayan peso[image: External link]
	  Uruguay[image: External link]



	UZS
	860
	2
	Uzbekistan som[image: External link]
	  Uzbekistan[image: External link]



	VEF
	937
	2
	Venezuelan bolívar[image: External link]
	  Venezuela[image: External link]



	VND
	704
	0
	Vietnamese đồng[image: External link]
	 Vietnam



	VUV
	548
	0
	Vanuatu vatu[image: External link]
	 Vanuatu



	WST
	882
	2
	Samoan tala[image: External link]
	 Samoa



	XAF
	950
	0
	CFA franc BEAC[image: External link]
	 Cameroon (CM),  Central African Republic[image: External link] (CF),  Republic of the Congo[image: External link] (CG),   Chad[image: External link] (TD),  Equatorial Guinea[image: External link] (GQ),   Gabon[image: External link] (GA)



	XAG
	961
	.
	Silver[image: External link] (one troy ounce[image: External link])
	



	XAU
	959
	.
	Gold[image: External link] (one troy ounce[image: External link])
	



	XBA
	955
	.
	European Composite Unit[image: External link] (EURCO) (bond market unit)
	



	XBB
	956
	.
	European Monetary Unit[image: External link] (E.M.U.-6) (bond market unit)
	



	XBC
	957
	.
	European Unit of Account 9[image: External link] (E.U.A.-9) (bond market unit)
	



	XBD
	958
	.
	European Unit of Account 17[image: External link] (E.U.A.-17) (bond market unit)
	



	XCD
	951
	2
	East Caribbean dollar[image: External link]
	 Anguilla (AI),  Antigua and Barbuda[image: External link] (AG),   Dominica[image: External link] (DM),  Grenada (GD),  Montserrat (MS),  Saint Kitts and Nevis[image: External link] (KN),  Saint Lucia (LC),  Saint Vincent and the Grenadines (VC)



	XDR
	960
	.
	Special drawing rights[image: External link]
	International Monetary Fund[image: External link]



	XOF
	952
	0
	CFA franc BCEAO[image: External link]
	  Benin[image: External link] (BJ),  Burkina Faso[image: External link] (BF),  Côte d'Ivoire[image: External link] (CI),   Guinea-Bissau[image: External link] (GW),   Mali[image: External link] (ML),   Niger[image: External link] (NE),   Senegal[image: External link] (SN),   Togo[image: External link] (TG)



	XPD
	964
	.
	Palladium[image: External link] (one troy ounce[image: External link])
	



	XPF
	953
	0
	CFP franc[image: External link] (franc Pacifique)
	French territories of the Pacific Ocean:  French Polynesia (PF),  New Caledonia (NC),  Wallis and Futuna (WF)



	XPT
	962
	.
	Platinum[image: External link] (one troy ounce[image: External link])
	



	XSU
	994
	.
	SUCRE[image: External link]
	Unified System for Regional Compensation (SUCRE)[9]



	XTS
	963
	.
	Code reserved for testing purposes
	



	XUA
	965
	.
	ADB Unit of Account[image: External link]
	African Development Bank[image: External link][10]



	XXX
	999
	.
	No currency
	



	YER
	886
	2
	Yemeni rial[image: External link]
	  Yemen[image: External link]



	ZAR
	710
	2
	South African rand[image: External link]
	 South Africa



	ZMW
	967
	2
	Zambian kwacha[image: External link]
	 Zambia



	ZWL
	932
	2
	Zimbabwean dollar[image: External link] A/10
	 Zimbabwe
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 USD/USS/USN, three currency codes belonging to the US




The US dollar[image: External link] has two codes assigned: USD and USN (next day). The USS (same day) code is not in use any longer, and was removed from the list of active ISO 4217 codes in March 2014.

According to UN/CEFACT recommendation 9, paragraphs 8–9 ECE/TRADE/203, 1996, available online[image: External link]:


	8. In applications where monetary resources associated with a currency (i.e. funds) need not be specified and where a field identifier indicating currency is used, the first two (leftmost) characters are sufficient to identify a currency—example: US for United States dollars for general, unspecified purposes where a field identifier indicating currency is present. (A field identifier can be a preprinted field heading in an aligned document or a similarly-agreed application in electronic transmission of data.)

	9. In applications where there is a need to distinguish between different types of currencies, or where funds are required as in the banking environment, or where there is no field identifier, the third (rightmost) character of the alphabetic code is an indicator, preferably mnemonic, derived from the name of the major currency unit or fund—example: USD for general, unspecified purposes; USN for United States dollar next-day funds, and USS for funds which are immediately available for Federal Reserve transfer, withdrawal in cash or transfer in like funds (same-day funds). Since there is no need for such a distinction in international trade applications, the funds codes have not been included in the Annex to the present Recommendation.
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 Non ISO 4217 currencies
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 Currencies without ISO 4217 currency codes




A number of currencies are not included in ISO 4217, because these currencies are: (a) minor currencies pegged 1:1 to a larger currency, even if independently regulated (b) a legal tender only issued as commemorative banknotes or coinage, or (c) a currency of an unrecognized or partially recognized state[image: External link]. These currencies include:


	
Alderney pound[image: External link] (1:1 pegged[image: External link] to the pound sterling)

	
Cook Islands dollar[image: External link] (1:1 pegged to the New Zealand dollar)

	
Faroese króna[image: External link] (1:1 pegged to the Danish krone)

	
Guernsey pound[image: External link] (1:1 pegged to the pound sterling)

	
Isle of Man pound[image: External link] (1:1 pegged to the pound sterling)

	
Jersey pound[image: External link] (1:1 pegged to the pound sterling)

	
Kiribati dollar[image: External link] (1:1 pegged to the Australian dollar)

	
Maltese scudo[image: External link] (1:0.24 pegged to the euro[image: External link][11])

	
Sahrawi peseta[image: External link] of the Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic[image: External link] in Western Sahara[image: External link], sometimes given the code "EHP" but this has not been assigned by the ISO

	
Somaliland shilling[image: External link] (state of issue is viewed as de jure part of Somalia[image: External link], exchange rate not fixed)

	
Transnistrian ruble[image: External link] (state of issue is viewed as de jure part of Moldova[image: External link])

	
Tuvaluan dollar[image: External link] (1:1 pegged to the Australian dollar)



See Category:Fixed exchange rate[image: External link] for a list of all currently pegged currencies.
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 Unofficial currency codes




Despite having no official recognition in ISO 4217, the following non-ISO codes are sometimes used locally or commercially.



	Code
	Num
	E[6]
	Currency
	Locations using this currency



	CNH[12]
	-
	2
	Chinese yuan[image: External link] (when traded offshore)
	Hong Kong



	CNT[13]
	-
	2
	Chinese yuan[image: External link] (when traded offshore)
	Taiwan[image: External link]



	GGP
	–
	2
	Guernsey pound[image: External link]
	Guernsey



	IMP
	–
	2
	Isle of Man pound[image: External link] also Manx pound
	Isle of Man



	JEP
	–
	2
	Jersey pound[image: External link]
	Jersey



	KID[14]
	–
	2
	Kiribati dollar[image: External link]
	Kiribati



	NIS
	–
	2
	New Israeli Shekel[image: External link]
	Israel[image: External link] [15]



	PRB
	–
	2
	Transnistrian ruble[image: External link]
	Transnistria[image: External link] (The code conflicts with ISO-4217 because PR stands for Puerto Rico. X should have been used for the first letter.)



	SLS
	–
	2
	Somaliland shilling[image: External link]
	Somaliland



	TVD
	–
	2
	Tuvalu dollar[image: External link]
	Tuvalu




In addition, GBX[image: External link] is sometimes used (for example on the London Stock Exchange) to denote Penny sterling[image: External link], a subdivision of pound sterling, the currency for the United Kingdom.
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 Cryptocurrencies




Recently, cryptocurrencies[image: External link] have unofficially used ISO codes used on various cryptocurrency exchanges, for instance LTC for Litecoin[image: External link], NMC for Namecoin[image: External link] and XRP for Ripples[image: External link]. SIX Interbank Clearing[image: External link] (a Maintenance Agency of ISO) is currently studying the impact and role of cryptocurrencies and other independent currencies on ISO 4217.[16]



	Code
	Num
	E[6]
	Currency
	Notes



	DASH
	_
	8
	Dash[image: External link]
	



	ETH
	_
	2
	Ether[image: External link]
	ETH conflicts with ISO 4217 because ET stands for Ethiopia.



	XBT[17] (formerly BTC)[18]
	–
	8
	Bitcoin[image: External link]
	BTC conflicts with ISO 4217 because BT stands for Bhutan.



	XLM
	_
	8
	Stellar Lumen[image: External link]
	



	XMR
	_
	8
	Monero[image: External link]
	



	XRP
	_
	8
	Ripple[image: External link]
	



	XZC
	_
	8
	Zcoin[image: External link]
	



	ZEC
	_
	8
	Zcash[image: External link]
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 Historical currency codes




A number of currencies were official ISO 4217 currency codes and currency names until their replacement by the euro[image: External link] or other currencies. The table below shows the ISO currency codes of former currencies and their common names (which do not always match the ISO 4217 names). These codes were first introduced in 1989 after a request from the reinsurance sector in 1988 was accepted.



	Code
	Num
	E[6]
	Currency
	From
	Until
	Replaced by



	XFU
	...
	.
	UIC franc[image: External link] (special settlement currency)
	 ?
	2013-11-07 [19]
	EUR



	ADF
	...
	2
	Andorran franc[image: External link]
	1960
	1998-12-31
	EUR



	ADP
	020
	0
	Andorran peseta[image: External link]
	1869
	1998-12-31
	EUR



	ATS
	040
	2
	Austrian schilling[image: External link]
	1945
	1998-12-31
	EUR



	BAD
	070
	2
	Bosnia and Herzegovina dinar[image: External link]
	1992-07-01
	1998
	BAM



	BEF
	056
	2
	Belgian franc[image: External link]
	1832
	1998-12-31
	EUR



	BYB
	112
	2
	Belarusian ruble[image: External link]
	1992
	1999-12-31
	BYR (BYN)



	BYR
	974
	0
	Belarusian ruble[image: External link]
	2000
	2016-06-30
	BYN



	CYP
	196
	2
	Cypriot pound[image: External link]
	1879
	2007-12-31
	EUR



	DEM
	276
	2
	German mark[image: External link]
	1948
	1998-12-31
	EUR



	EEK
	233
	2
	Estonian kroon[image: External link]
	1992
	2010-12-31
	EUR



	ESP
	724
	0
	Spanish peseta[image: External link]
	1869
	1998-12-31
	EUR



	FIM
	246
	2
	Finnish markka[image: External link]
	1860
	1998-12-31
	EUR



	FRF
	250
	2
	French franc[image: External link]
	1960
	1998-12-31
	EUR



	GRD
	300
	2
	Greek drachma[image: External link]
	1954
	2000-12-31
	EUR



	IEP
	372
	2
	Irish pound[image: External link]
	1938
	1998-12-31
	EUR



	ITL
	380
	0
	Italian lira[image: External link]
	1861
	1998-12-31
	EUR



	LTL
	440
	2
	Lithuanian litas[image: External link]
	1993
	2014-12-31
	EUR



	LUF
	442
	2
	Luxembourg franc[image: External link]
	1944
	1998-12-31
	EUR



	LVL
	428
	2
	Latvian lats[image: External link]
	1992
	2013-12-31
	EUR



	MCF
	...
	2
	Monegasque franc[image: External link]
	1960
	1998-12-31
	EUR



	MAF
	...
	–
	Moroccan franc[image: External link]
	1921
	1960–1976
	MAD



	MTL
	470
	2
	Maltese lira[image: External link]
	1972[20]
	2007-12-31
	EUR



	NLG
	528
	2
	Dutch guilder[image: External link]
	1810s
	1998-12-31
	EUR



	PTE
	620
	0
	Portuguese escudo[image: External link]
	1911-05-22
	1998-12-31
	EUR



	SIT
	705
	2
	Slovenian tolar[image: External link]
	1991-10-08
	2006-12-31
	EUR



	SKK
	703
	2
	Slovak koruna[image: External link]
	1993-02-08
	2008-12-31
	EUR



	SML
	...
	0
	San Marinese lira[image: External link]
	1864
	1998-12-31
	EUR



	VAL
	...
	0
	Vatican lira[image: External link]
	1929
	1998-12-31
	EUR



	XEU
	954
	.
	European Currency Unit[image: External link]
	1979-03-13
	1998-12-31
	EUR



	AFA
	004
	
	Afghan afghani[image: External link]
	1925
	2003
	AFN



	AOK
	...
	0
	Angolan kwanza[image: External link]
	1977-01-08
	1990-09-24
	AON (AOA)



	AON
	024
	0
	Angolan new kwanza[image: External link]
	1990-09-25
	1995-06-30
	AOR (AOA)



	AOR
	982
	0
	Angolan kwanza readjustado[image: External link]
	1995-07-01
	1999-11-30
	AOA



	ARL
	...
	2
	Argentine peso ley[image: External link]
	1970-01-01
	1983-05-05
	ARP (ARS)



	ARP
	032
	2
	Argentine peso argentino[image: External link]
	1983-06-06
	1985-06-14
	ARA (ARS)



	ARA
	032
	2
	Argentine austral[image: External link]
	1985-06-15
	1991-12-31
	ARS



	AZM
	031
	0
	Azerbaijani manat[image: External link]
	1992-08-15
	2006-01-01
	AZN



	BGL
	100
	2
	Bulgarian lev[image: External link] A/99
	1962
	1999-07-05
	BGN



	BOP
	...
	2
	Bolivian peso[image: External link]
	1963-01-01
	1987-01-01
	BOB



	BRB
	...
	2
	Brazilian cruzeiro[image: External link] A/86
	1970
	1986-02-28
	BRC (BRL)



	BRC
	076
	2
	Brazilian cruzado[image: External link] A/89
	1986-02-28
	1989-01-15
	BRN (BRL)



	BRN
	076
	2
	Brazilian cruzado novo[image: External link] A/90
	1989-01-16
	1990-03-15
	BRE (BRL)



	BRE
	076
	2
	Brazilian cruzeiro[image: External link] A/93
	1990-03-15
	1993-08-01
	BRR (BRL)



	BRR
	987
	2
	Brazilian cruzeiro real[image: External link] A/94
	1993-08-01
	1994-06-30
	BRL



	CSD
	891
	2
	Serbian dinar[image: External link]
	2003-07-03
	2006
	RSD



	CSK
	200
	
	Czechoslovak koruna[image: External link]
	1919-04-10
	1993-02-08
	CZK/SKK (CZK/EUR)



	DDM
	278
	
	East German mark[image: External link]
	1948-06-21
	1990-07-01
	DEM (EUR)



	ECS
	218
	0
	Ecuadorian sucre[image: External link]
	1884
	2000
	USD



	ECV
	983
	.
	Ecuador Unidad de Valor Constante[image: External link] (funds code)
	1993
	2000-01-09
	—



	GQE
	...
	
	Equatorial Guinean ekwele[image: External link]
	1975
	1985
	XAF



	ESA
	996
	
	Spanish peseta (account A)
	 ?
	1978 to 1981
	ESP (EUR)



	ESB
	995
	
	Spanish peseta (account B)
	 ?
	1994-12
	ESP (EUR)



	GNE
	...
	
	Guinean syli[image: External link]
	1971
	1985
	GNF



	GHC
	288
	0
	Ghanaian cedi[image: External link]
	1967
	2007-07-01
	GHS



	GWP
	624
	
	Guinea-Bissau peso[image: External link]
	1975
	1997
	XOF



	HRD
	191
	
	Croatian dinar[image: External link]
	1991-12-23
	1994-05-30
	HRK



	ILP
	...
	3, 2
	Israeli lira[image: External link]
	1948
	1980
	ILR (ILS)



	ILR
	...
	2
	Israeli shekel[image: External link]
	1980-02-24
	1985-12-31
	ILS



	ISJ
	...
	2
	Icelandic krona[image: External link]
	1922
	1981
	ISK



	LAJ
	...
	
	Lao kip[image: External link]
	 ?
	1979
	LAK



	MGF
	450
	2
	Malagasy franc[image: External link]
	1963-07-01
	2005-01-01
	MGA



	MKN
	...
	
	Old Macedonian denar[image: External link] A/93
	 ?
	1993
	MKD



	MLF
	466
	
	Mali franc[image: External link]
	 ?
	1984
	XOF



	MVQ
	...
	
	Maldivian rupee[image: External link]
	 ?
	1981
	MVR



	MXP
	...
	
	Mexican peso[image: External link]
	 ?
	1993
	MXN



	MZM
	508
	0
	Mozambican metical[image: External link]
	1980
	2006-06-30
	MZN



	NIC
	...
	2
	Nicaraguan córdoba[image: External link]
	1988
	1990-10
	NIO



	PEH
	...
	
	Peruvian old sol[image: External link]
	1863
	1985-02-01
	PEI (PEN)



	PEI
	604
	
	Peruvian inti[image: External link]
	1985-02-01
	1991-10-01
	PEN



	PLZ
	616
	
	Polish zloty[image: External link] A/94
	1950-10-30
	1994-12-31
	PLN



	TPE
	626
	
	Portuguese Timorese escudo[image: External link]
	1959
	1976
	USD



	ROL
	642
	
	Romanian leu[image: External link] A/05
	1952-01-28
	2005
	RON



	RUR
	810
	2
	Russian ruble[image: External link] A/97
	1992
	1997-12-31
	RUB



	SDP
	...
	
	Sudanese old pound[image: External link]
	1956
	1992-06-08
	SDD (SDG)



	SDD
	736
	
	Sudanese dinar[image: External link]
	1992-06-08
	2007-01-10
	SDG



	SRG
	740
	
	Suriname guilder[image: External link]
	 ?
	2004
	SRD



	SUR
	...
	
	Soviet Union ruble[image: External link]
	1961
	1991
	RUR (RUB/AMD/AZN/BYN/EUR/GEL/KZT/KGS/MDL/TJS/TMT/UAH/UZS)



	TJR
	762
	
	Tajikistani ruble[image: External link]
	1995-05-10
	2000-10-30
	TJS



	TMM
	795
	0
	Turkmenistani manat[image: External link]
	1993-11-1
	2008-12-31
	TMT



	TRL
	792
	0
	Turkish lira[image: External link] A/05
	1843
	2005
	TRY



	UAK
	804
	
	Ukrainian karbovanets[image: External link]
	1992-10-1
	1996-9-1
	UAH



	UGS
	...
	
	Ugandan shilling[image: External link] A/87
	 ?
	1987
	UGX



	USS
	998
	2
	United States dollar (same day) (funds code)[21]
	 ?
	2014-03-28[22]
	—



	UYP
	...
	
	Uruguay peso[image: External link]
	1896
	1975-07-01
	UYN



	UYN
	...
	
	Uruguay new peso[image: External link]
	1975-07-01[23]
	1993-03-01
	UYU



	VEB
	862
	2
	Venezuelan bolívar[image: External link]
	 ?
	2008-01-01
	VEF



	XFO
	...
	
	Gold franc[image: External link] (special settlement currency)
	1803
	2003
	XDR



	YDD
	720
	
	South Yemeni dinar[image: External link]
	 ?
	1996-06-11
	YER



	YUD
	...
	2
	Yugoslav dinar[image: External link] A/1989
	1966-01-01
	1989-12-31
	YUN (MKD/RSD/EUR/HRK/BAM)



	YUN
	890
	2
	Yugoslav dinar[image: External link] A/1992
	1990-01-01
	1992-06-30
	YUR (MKD/RSD/EUR/HRK/BAM)



	YUR
	...
	2
	Yugoslav dinar[image: External link] A/1993-09
	1992-07-01
	1993-09-30
	YUO (MKD/RSD/EUR/HRK/BAM)



	YUO
	...
	2
	Yugoslav dinar[image: External link] A/1993-12
	1993-10-01
	1993-12-31
	YUG (MKD/RSD/EUR/HRK/BAM)



	YUG
	...
	2
	Yugoslav dinar[image: External link] A/1994
	1994-01-01
	1994-01-23
	YUM (MKD/RSD/EUR/HRK/BAM)



	YUM
	891
	2
	Yugoslav dinar[image: External link] A/2003
	1994-01-24
	2003-07-02
	CSD (MKD/RSD/EUR/HRK/BAM)



	ZAL
	991
	.
	South African financial rand[image: External link] (funds code)
	1985-09-01
	1995-03-13
	—



	ZMK
	894
	2
	Zambian kwacha[image: External link]
	1968-01-16[24]
	2013-01-01
	ZMW



	ZRN
	180
	2
	Zaïrean new zaïre[image: External link]
	1993
	1997
	CDF



	ZRZ
	180
	3
	Zaïrean zaïre[image: External link]
	1967
	1993
	ZRN (CDF)



	ZWC
	...
	2
	Rhodesian dollar[image: External link]
	1970-02-17
	1980
	ZWD (ZWL)



	ZWD
	716
	2
	Zimbabwean dollar[image: External link] A/06
	1980-04-18
	2006-07-31
	ZWN (ZWL)



	ZWN
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Time in Australia






"Western Standard Time" redirects here. For the musical album, see Asleep at the Wheel[image: External link].

For more details on daylight savings time, see Daylight saving time in Australia[image: External link].

Australia uses three main time zones: Australian Western Standard Time (AWST; UTC+08:00[image: External link]), Australian Central Standard Time (ACST; UTC+09:30[image: External link]), and Australian Eastern Standard Time (AEST; UTC+10:00[image: External link]).[1] Time is regulated by the individual state governments,[2] some of which observe daylight saving time (DST). Australia's external territories observe different time zones[image: External link].

Standard time was introduced in the 1890s when all of the Dominions adopted it. Before the switch to standard time zones, each local city or town was free to determine its local time, called local mean time[image: External link]. Now, Western Australia uses Western Standard Time; South Australia and the Northern Territory use Central Standard Time; while New South Wales, Queensland, Tasmania, Victoria[image: External link], and the Australian Capital Territory (ACT) use Eastern Standard Time.

Daylight saving time is used in South Australia, New South Wales, Victoria, Tasmania, and the ACT. It is not currently used in Western Australia, Queensland or the Northern Territory.



TOP
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 History




The standardization of time in Australia began in 1892, when surveyors from the six Dominions in Australia met in Melbourne for the Intercolonial Conference of Surveyors. The delegates accepted the recommendation of the 1884 International Meridian Conference[image: External link] to adopt Greenwich Mean Time[image: External link] (GMT) as the basis for standard time.

The Dominions enacted time zone legislation, which took effect in February 1895. The clocks were set ahead of GMT by eight hours in Western Australia; by nine hours in South Australia (and the Northern Territory, which it governed); and by 10 hours in Queensland, New South Wales, the Dominion of Victoria and Tasmania. The three time zones became known as Eastern Standard Time, Central Standard Time, and Western Standard Time. Broken Hill[image: External link] in the far west of New South Wales also adopted Central Standard Time due to it being connected by rail to Adelaide but not Sydney at the time.[3]

In May 1899, South Australia advanced Central Standard Time by thirty minutes (see above), disregarding the common international practice of setting one-hour intervals between adjacent time zones. In doing so, South Australia also adopted a time meridian[image: External link] located outside its boundaries – another departure from international convention.[3] Attempts to correct these oddities in 1986 and 1994 were rejected.

When the Northern Territory was separated from South Australia and placed under the jurisdiction of the Federal Government, that Territory kept Central Standard Time. Likewise, when the ACT was broken off from New South Wales, it retained Eastern Standard Time.

Since 1899, the only major changes in Australian time zones have been the setting of clocks to one-half hour earlier than Eastern time (GMT plus 10:30) on the territory of Lord Howe Island[image: External link], and Norfolk Island changing from UTC+11:30[image: External link] to UTC+11:00[image: External link] on 4 October 2015.[4]

When abbreviating "Australian Central Time" and "Australian Eastern Time", in domestic contexts the leading "Australian" may be omitted, however the prefix "A" is often used to avoid ambiguity with the time zone abbreviations "CST" and "EST" referring to the Central and Eastern Time Zones in North America[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Civil time and legislation




Though the governments of the states and territories have the power to legislate variations in time, the standard time within each of these is set related to Coordinated Universal Time (UTC) as determined by the International Bureau of Weights and Measures[image: External link] and set by section 8AA of the National Measurement Act of 1960 [1][image: External link] of the Commonwealth.

Australia has kept a version of the UTC atomic time scale since the 1990s, but Greenwich Mean Time[image: External link] (GMT) remained the formal basis for the standard times of all of the states through 2005. In November 2004, the state and territory attorneys-general endorsed a proposal from the Australian National Measurement Institute to adopt UTC as the standard of all Australian standard times, thereby eliminating the effects of slight variations in the rate of rotation of the Earth that are inherent in mean solar time[image: External link]. All states have adopted the UTC standard, starting on 1 September 2005.

In Victoria, South Australia, Tasmania and the ACT, the starting and ending dates of daylight saving times are officially determined by proclamations[image: External link], declarations, or regulation made by the State Governor or by the responsible minister. Such instruments may be valid for only the current year, and so this section generally only refers to the legislation. In New South Wales and Western Australia, the starting and ending dates, if any, are to be set by legislation.

Western Standard Time (WST) – UTC+08:00


	
Western Australia – Standard Time Act 2005[5]




Central Standard Time (ACST) – UTC+09:30


	
South Australia – Standard Time Act 2009[6] and the Daylight Saving Act 1971[7]


	
Northern Territory – Standard Time Act 2005[8]




Eastern Standard Time (AEST) – UTC+10:00


	
Queensland – Standard Time Act 1894[9]


	
New South Wales – Standard Time Act 1987 No 149[10]


	
Australian Capital Territory – Standard Time and Summer Time Act 1972[11]


	
Victoria – Summer Time Act 1972[12]


	
Tasmania – Standard Time Act 1895[13] and the Daylight Saving Act 2007[14]
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 Daylight saving time (DST)




Main article: Daylight saving time in Australia[image: External link]


The choice of whether to use DST is a matter for the governments of the individual states and territories. However, during World War I[image: External link] and World War II all states and territories used daylight saving time (DST). In 1968 Tasmania became the first state in peacetime to use DST, followed in 1971 by New South Wales, Victoria, Queensland, South Australia, and the Australian Capital Territory. Western Australia and the Northern Territory did not adopt it. Queensland abandoned DST in 1972. Queensland and Western Australia have occasionally used DST during the past 40 years during trial periods.

The main DST zones are the following:


	
(Australian) Central Daylight Saving Time (CDST or ACDST) – UTC+10:30[image: External link], in South Australia

	
(Australian) Eastern Daylight Saving Time (EDST or AEDST) – UTC+11[image: External link], in New South Wales, the ACT, Victoria, and Tasmania.



During the usual periods of DST, the three standard time zones in Australia become five zones. This includes the areas that do not observe DST: Western Australia (UTC plus 8:00), the Northern Territory (UTC plus 9:30), and Queensland (UTC plus 10:00).

The change to and from DST takes place at 2:00 am local standard time the appropriate Sunday. Until 2008, DST usually began on the last Sunday in October, and ended on the last Sunday in March. However, Tasmania, given its latitude[image: External link] further south, began DST earlier, on the first Sunday in October, and ended it later, on the first Sunday of April.

On 12 April 2007, New South Wales, Victoria, Tasmania, and the ACT agreed to common beginning and ending dates for DST from 2008. DST in these states and South Australia began on the first Sunday in October and ended on the first Sunday in April. Western Australia was then the only state to use DST from the last Sunday in October to the last Sunday in March, but it abolished DST in 2009.[15]



	State/territory
	Start of DST
	End of DST



	Western Australia
	
N/A





	Queensland



	Northern Territory



	South Australia
	first Sunday in October
	first Sunday in April[16]




	New South Wales



	Australian Capital Territory



	Victoria



	Tasmania
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 Anomalies




The town of Broken Hill[image: External link] (specified as Yancowinna County[image: External link]), is in far western New South Wales. Unlike the rest of New South Wales, Broken Hill (and the surrounding region) observes Australian Central Standard Time ( UTC+9:30[image: External link]), a time zone[image: External link] it shares with South Australia and the Northern Territory. As mentioned above, at the time standard time was adopted, Broken Hill was linked by rail to Adelaide, not Sydney.

Lord Howe Island[image: External link], part of the state of New South Wales but 600 kilometres (370 mi) east of the Australian mainland in the Pacific Ocean, uses UTC+10:30 during the winter months (30 minutes ahead of the eastern states), but advances to UTC+11:00 in summer (the same time as the rest of New South Wales).

A compromise between Western and Central time ( UTC+8:45[image: External link], without DST), unofficially known as Central Western Standard Time, is used in one area in the southeastern corner of Western Australia and one roadhouse in South Australia. Towns east of Caiguna[image: External link] on the Eyre Highway[image: External link] (including Eucla[image: External link],[17] Madura[image: External link], Mundrabilla[image: External link] and Border Village[image: External link], just over the border into South Australia), follow "CWST" instead of Western Australian time. The total population of that area is estimated at 200 people.[18] This area did not change when South Australia introduced DST. During the Western Australian trial of DST from 2006 to 2009, this area also sets its clocks ahead one hour during summer. This time zone is not officially recognised.

The Indian Pacific[image: External link] train has its own time zone – a so-called "train time" when travelling between Kalgoorlie, Western Australia[image: External link] and Port Augusta, South Australia[image: External link] – which was at UTC plus 9:00 hours during November 2005 when DST was observed in the eastern and southern states.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 External territories




Australia's external territories follow different time zones.



	Territory
	Standard
	DST



	Heard and McDonald Islands[image: External link]
	UTC+05:00[image: External link]
	no DST



	
Cocos (Keeling) Islands CCT
	UTC+06:30[image: External link]
	no DST



	
Christmas Island CXT
	UTC+07:00[image: External link]
	no DST



	
Norfolk Island NFT
	UTC+11:00[image: External link]
	no DST



	
Australian Antarctic Territory – Mawson[image: External link]

	UTC+05:00[image: External link]
	no DST



	
Australian Antarctic Territory – Davis[image: External link]

	UTC+07:00[image: External link]
	no DST



	
Australian Antarctic Territory – Casey[image: External link]

	UTC+11:00[image: External link]
	no DST
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 Special events




In 2000, all of the eastern jurisdictions that normally observe DST – New South Wales, Victoria, the ACT, and Tasmania – began DST early because of the Summer Olympic Games held in Sydney. These jurisdictions moved to DST on 27 August 2000. South Australians did not change their clocks until the usual date, which was 29 October 2000.

In 2006, all of the states that followed DST (the above states and South Australia) delayed their return to Standard Times by one week, because of the Commonwealth Games[image: External link] held in Melbourne. DST ended on 2 April 2006.
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 National times




There are situations in which a nationwide time is in effect. In the case of business activities, a national time can be used. For example, a prospectus[image: External link] for the issue of stock in a company would usually set the closing time for offers at some location (e.g. Sydney) as the time when offers must be received, regardless of the source of the offer. Similarly, tenders for their sale of stock usually set out the time at a given location by which they must be received to be considered. Another example is the Australian Stock Exchange[image: External link] which operates on Eastern Standard Time.

On the other hand, Federal legislation yields to state-regulated standard times in many diverse situations. For example, it yields in setting the normal working times of Federal employees, the recognition of public holidays, etc. The Federal government also relies on local times for Federal elections, so that the polls in Western Australia close two or three hours after those in the eastern states. Also, documents to be filed in a Federal Court[image: External link] may be filed based on the local time. The effect of this is that if there had been a failure to file a legal document on time in an eastern State, that document can sometimes still be filed (within two hours) in Western Australia.
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 IANA time zone database




The 13 zones for Australia as given by zone.tab[image: External link] of the IANA time zone database[image: External link]. Columns marked * are from the zone.tab.



	no.
	c.c.*
	coordinates*
	TZ*
	comments*
	Standard time
	Summer time



	1
	AU[image: External link]
	-3133+15905
	Australia/Lord_Howe[image: External link]
	Lord Howe Island
	UTC+10:30[image: External link]
	UTC+11[image: External link] (half hour difference only)



	2
	AQ[image: External link]
	-5430+15857
	Antarctica/Macquarie[image: External link]
	Macquarie Island
	UTC+11[image: External link]
	-



	3
	AU[image: External link]
	-4253+14719
	Australia/Hobart[image: External link]
	Tasmania - most locations
	UTC+10[image: External link]
	UTC+11[image: External link]



	4
	AU[image: External link]
	-3956+14352
	Australia/Currie[image: External link]
	Tasmania - King Island
	UTC+10[image: External link]
	UTC+11[image: External link]



	5
	AU[image: External link]
	-3749+14458
	Australia/Melbourne[image: External link]
	Victoria
	UTC+10[image: External link]
	UTC+11[image: External link]



	6
	AU[image: External link]
	-3352+15113
	Australia/Sydney[image: External link]
	New South Wales - most locations
	UTC+10[image: External link]
	UTC+11[image: External link]



	7
	AU[image: External link]
	-3157+14127
	Australia/Broken_Hill[image: External link]
	New South Wales - Yancowinna
	UTC+09:30[image: External link]
	UTC+10:30[image: External link]



	8
	AU[image: External link]
	-2728+15302
	Australia/Brisbane[image: External link]
	Queensland - most locations
	UTC+10[image: External link]
	-



	9
	AU[image: External link]
	-2016+14900
	Australia/Lindeman[image: External link]
	Queensland - Holiday Islands
	UTC+10[image: External link]
	-



	10
	AU[image: External link]
	-3455+13835
	Australia/Adelaide[image: External link]
	South Australia
	UTC+09:30[image: External link]
	UTC+10:30[image: External link]



	11
	AU[image: External link]
	-1228+13050
	Australia/Darwin[image: External link]
	Northern Territory
	UTC+09:30[image: External link]
	-



	12
	AU[image: External link]
	-3157+11551
	Australia/Perth[image: External link]
	Western Australia - most locations
	UTC+08[image: External link]
	-



	13
	AU[image: External link]
	-3143+12852
	Australia/Eucla[image: External link]
	Western Australia - Eucla area
	UTC+08:45[image: External link]
	-



	14
	NF[image: External link]
	-2903+16758
	Pacific/Norfolk
	
	UTC+11[image: External link]
	-
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 Debate, trials and referendums
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 Queensland




Queensland has had a particularly involved debate over daylight saving time, with public opinion geographically divided. A referendum on DST in 1992[image: External link], following a three-year trial (1989/90–1991/92), and was defeated with a 54.5 percent negative vote.[19] The referendum result displayed a distinct trend – that public opinion on DST in Queensland is geographically divided, with the negative vote being strongest in northern and western districts, while the positive vote being strongest in the southeastern region (e.g. in Brisbane[image: External link]).[20]

Since the late 1900s, there have been a number of petitions submitted to Legislative Assembly of Queensland[image: External link], lobbying for the introduction of daylight saving time or for another referendum to be held. A petition in 2006 was signed by 62,232 people.[21] In response to these petitions, then Queensland Premier Peter Beattie[image: External link] commissioned research to find out if it should be re-introduced into Queensland. Around this time, Premier Peter Beattie[image: External link] predicted that daylight saving in Queensland would increase the rate of skin cancer[image: External link] in the state, an assertion for which there is no evidence, according to the Queensland Cancer Fund.[22]

In October 2007, the government-commissioned research was presented to the new Premier Anna Bligh[image: External link], who ruled out holding a new referendum, despite the report indicating that 59 percent of the residents of Queensland and 69 percent of those in southeastern Queensland to be in favour of adopting daylight saving.[23]

In December 2008, the Daylight Saving for South East Queensland[image: External link] (DS4SEQ) political Party was officially registered, to advocate for the use of a two-time-zone system for DST in Queensland, with most the State (in land area) using standard time. This party contested the March 2009 Queensland State election[image: External link] with 32 candidates, and it received about one percent of the statewide primary vote.[24]

In early 2010, the DS4SEQ political party[image: External link] approached the independent[image: External link] member, Peter Wellington[image: External link], to introduce a private member's bill for DST.[25] Since Mr. Wellington agreed with the principles of the DS4SEQ proposal, specifically the dual-time-zone system, he drafted the DST for southeastern Queensland Referendum Bill of 2010[image: External link] and he submitted this bill to Queensland Parliament[image: External link] on 14 April 2010.[26] Wellington has called for a referendum[image: External link] to be held at the next State election on the introduction of DST into southeastern Queensland under the dual-time-zone system.

In response to this bill, the Premier of Queensland[image: External link], Anna Bligh[image: External link], announced a community consultation process, which resulted in over 74,000 respondents participating, 64 percent of whom voted in favour of a trial, and 63 percent of whom were in favour of holding a referendum.[27] The decision announced by the Premier on 7 June 2010 was that her Government would not support the bill because rural Queenslanders were overwhelmingly opposed to DST.[28] The Bill was defeated in Queensland Parliament on 15 June 2011.[29]
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 Western Australia




Western Australia has also had a particularly involved debate over DST, with the issue being put to a referendum four times: in 1975, 1984, 1992, and 2009. All of these proposals to adopt DST were defeated. Voters registered a negative vote of 54.6 percent in the 2009 referendum[image: External link], the highest percentage for all four of these referendums. Each referendum followed a trial period during which the state observed DST. The first three followed a one-year trial, while the 2006 Western Australian Daylight Saving Bill (No. 2) 2006 instituted a trial of DST beginning on 3 December 2006, and lasting for three years.[30]
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Coordinated Universal Time






"UTC" redirects here. For other uses, see UTC (disambiguation)[image: External link].

This article is about the time standard abbreviated as "UTC". For the time offset between UTC−1 and UTC+1, see UTC±00:00[image: External link].

Coordinated Universal Time ( French[image: External link]: Temps universel coordonné), abbreviated to UTC, is the primary time standard[image: External link] by which the world regulates clocks and time. It is within about 1 second of mean solar time[image: External link] at 0° longitude;[1] it does not observe daylight saving time. It is one of several closely related successors to Greenwich Mean Time[image: External link] (GMT). For most purposes, UTC is considered interchangeable with GMT, but GMT is no longer precisely defined by the scientific community.

The first Coordinated Universal Time was informally adopted on 1 January 1960.[2]

The system was adjusted several times, including a brief period where time coordination radio signals broadcast both UTC and "Stepped Atomic Time (SAT)" until a new UTC was adopted in 1970 and implemented in 1972. This change also adopted leap seconds[image: External link] to simplify future adjustments. This CCIR Recommendation 460 "stated that (a) carrier frequencies and time intervals should be maintained constant and should correspond to the definition of the SI second; (b) step adjustments, when necessary, should be exactly 1 s to maintain approximate agreement with Universal Time (UT); and (c) standard signals should contain information on the difference between UTC and UT."[2]

A number of proposals have been made to replace UTC with a new system that would eliminate leap seconds, but no consensus has yet been reached.

The current version of UTC is defined by International Telecommunications Union[image: External link] Recommendation (ITU-R TF.460-6), Standard-frequency and time-signal emissions[3] and is based on International Atomic Time[image: External link] (TAI) with leap seconds added at irregular intervals to compensate for the slowing of Earth's rotation[image: External link].[4] Leap seconds are inserted as necessary to keep UTC within 0.9 seconds of universal time, UT1[image: External link].[5] See the "Current number of leap seconds" section for the number of leap seconds inserted to date.



TOP
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 Etymology




The official abbreviation for Coordinated Universal Time is UTC. This abbreviation arose from a desire by the International Telecommunication Union[image: External link] and the International Astronomical Union[image: External link] to use the same abbreviation in all languages. English[image: External link] speakers originally proposed CUT (for "coordinated universal time"), while French[image: External link] speakers proposed TUC (for "temps universel coordonné"). The compromise that emerged was UTC,[6] which conforms to the pattern for the abbreviations of the variants of Universal Time (UT0, UT1, UT2, UT1R, etc.).[7]
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 Uses




Time zones[image: External link] around the world are expressed using positive or negative offsets from UTC[image: External link], as in the list of time zones by UTC offset[image: External link].

The westernmost time zone uses UTC−12[image: External link], being twelve hours behind UTC; the easternmost time zone, theoretically, uses UTC+12[image: External link], being twelve hours ahead of UTC. In 1995, the island nation of Kiribati moved those of its atolls in the Line Islands[image: External link] from UTC-10[image: External link] to UTC+14[image: External link] so that Kiribati would all be on the same day.

UTC is used in many internet[image: External link] and World Wide Web[image: External link] standards. The Network Time Protocol[image: External link], designed to synchronise the clocks of computers over the internet, encodes times using the UTC system.[8] Computer servers, online services and other entities that rely on having a universally accepted time use UTC as it is more specific than GMT. If only limited precision is needed, clients can obtain the current UTC from a number of official internet UTC servers. For sub-microsecond precision, clients can obtain the time from satellite signals.

UTC is also the time standard used in aviation[image: External link],[9] e.g., for flight plans[image: External link] and air traffic control[image: External link] clearances. Weather forecasts[image: External link] and maps all use UTC to avoid confusion about time zones and daylight saving time. The International Space Station[image: External link] also uses UTC as a time standard.

Amateur radio[image: External link] operators often schedule their radio contacts in UTC, because transmissions on some frequencies can be picked up by many time zones.[10]

UTC is also used in digital tachographs[image: External link] used on large goods vehicles[image: External link] (LGV) under EU[image: External link] and AETR[image: External link] rules.
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 Mechanism




UTC divides time into days, hours, minutes and seconds. Days are conventionally identified using the Gregorian calendar[image: External link], but Julian day numbers[image: External link] can also be used. Each day contains 24 hours and each hour contains 60 minutes. The number of seconds in a minute is usually 60, but with an occasional leap second, it may be 61 or 59 instead.[11] Thus, in the UTC time scale, the second and all smaller time units (millisecond, microsecond, etc.) are of constant duration, but the minute and all larger time units (hour, day, week, etc.) are of variable duration. Decisions to introduce a leap second are announced at least six months in advance in "Bulletin C" produced by the International Earth Rotation and Reference Systems Service[image: External link].[12][13] The leap seconds cannot be predicted far in advance due to the unpredictable rate of rotation of the Earth.[14]

Nearly all UTC days contain exactly 86,400 SI[image: External link] seconds[image: External link] with exactly 60 seconds in each minute. However, because the mean solar day[image: External link] is slightly longer than 86,400 SI seconds, occasionally the last minute of a UTC day is adjusted to have 61 seconds. The extra second is called a leap second. It accounts for the grand total of the extra length (about 2 milliseconds each) of all the mean solar days since the previous leap second. The last minute of a UTC day is permitted to contain 59 seconds to cover the remote possibility of the Earth rotating faster, but that has not yet been necessary. The irregular day lengths mean that fractional Julian days do not work properly with UTC.

Since 1972, UTC is calculated by subtracting the accumulated leap seconds from International Atomic Time[image: External link] (TAI), which is a coordinate time[image: External link] scale tracking notional proper time[image: External link] on the rotating surface of the Earth[image: External link] (the geoid[image: External link]). In order to maintain a close approximation to UT1[image: External link] (equivalent to GMT[image: External link]), UTC occasionally has discontinuities[image: External link] where it changes from one linear function of TAI to another. These discontinuities take the form of leap seconds implemented by a UTC day of irregular length. Discontinuities in UTC have occurred only at the end of June or December, although there is provision for them to happen at the end of March and September as well as a second preference.[15][16] The International Earth Rotation and Reference Systems Service (IERS) tracks and publishes the difference between UTC and Universal Time, DUT1[image: External link] = UT1 − UTC, and introduces discontinuities into UTC to keep DUT1 in the interval[image: External link] (−0.9 s, +0.9 s).

As with TAI, UTC is only known with the highest precision in retrospect. Users who require an approximation in real time must obtain it from a time laboratory, which disseminates an approximation using techniques such as GPS[image: External link] or radio time signals[image: External link]. Such approximations are designated UTC(k), where k is an abbreviation for the time laboratory.[17] The time of events may be provisionally recorded against one of these approximations; later corrections may be applied using the International Bureau of Weights and Measures[image: External link] (BIPM) monthly publication of tables of differences between canonical TAI/UTC and TAI(k)/UTC(k) as estimated in real time by participating laboratories.[18] (See the article on International Atomic Time[image: External link] for details.)

Because of time dilation[image: External link], a standard clock not on the geoid, or in rapid motion, will not maintain synchronicity with UTC. Therefore, telemetry[image: External link] from clocks with a known relation to the geoid is used to provide UTC when required, on locations such as those of spacecraft.

It is not possible to compute the exact time interval[image: External link] elapsed between two UTC timestamps[image: External link] without consulting a table that describes how many leap seconds occurred during that interval. By extension, it is not possible to compute the duration of a time interval that ends in the future and may encompass an unknown number of leap seconds (for example, the number of TAI seconds between "now" and 2099-12-31 23:59:59). Therefore, many scientific applications that require precise measurement of long (multi-year) intervals use TAI instead. TAI is also commonly used by systems that cannot handle leap seconds. GPS time[image: External link] always remains exactly 19 seconds behind TAI (neither system is affected by the leap seconds introduced in UTC).

For most common and legal-trade purposes, the fractional second difference between UTC and UT ( GMT[image: External link]) is inconsequentially small. Greenwich Mean Time is the legal standard in Britain during the winter, and this notation is familiar to and used by the population.[19]
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 Time zones




Main articles: Time zone[image: External link] and Lists of time zones[image: External link]


See also: UTC offset[image: External link] and List of UTC time offsets[image: External link]


"Zulu time" redirects here. For the album by Caspar Brötzmann and Page Hamilton, see Zulutime[image: External link].

Time zones are usually defined as differing from UTC by an integer number of hours,[20] although the laws of each jurisdiction would have to be consulted if sub-second accuracy was required. Several jurisdictions have established time zones that differ by an integer number of half-hours or quarter-hours from UT1 or UTC.

Current civil time[image: External link] in a particular time zone[image: External link] can be determined by adding or subtracting the number of hours and minutes specified by the UTC offset[image: External link], which ranges from UTC−12:00[image: External link] in the west to UTC+14:00[image: External link] in the east (see List of UTC time offsets[image: External link]).

The time zone using UTC is sometimes denoted UTC±00:00[image: External link] or by the letter Z—a reference to the equivalent nautical time zone[image: External link] (GMT), which has been denoted by a Z since about 1950. Time zones were identified by successive letters of the alphabet and the Greenwich time zone was marked by a Z as it was the point of origin. The letter also refers to the "zone description" of zero hours, which has been used since 1920 (see time zone history[image: External link]). Since the NATO phonetic alphabet[image: External link] word for Z is "Zulu", UTC is sometimes known as "Zulu time". This is especially true in aviation, where "Zulu" is the universal standard.[21] This ensures all pilots regardless of location are using the same 24-hour clock[image: External link], thus avoiding confusion when flying between time zones.[22] See the list of military time zones[image: External link] for letters used in addition to Z in qualifying time zones other than Greenwich.

On electronic devices that only allow the current time zone to be configured using maps or city names, UTC can be selected indirectly by selecting Reykjavík[image: External link], Iceland, which is always on UTC and does not use daylight saving time.[23]
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 Daylight saving time




Main article: Daylight saving time


UTC does not change with a change of seasons, but local time[image: External link] or civil time may change if a time zone jurisdiction observes daylight saving time (summer time). For example, local time on the east coast of the United States is five hours behind UTC during winter, but four hours behind while daylight saving is observed there.[24]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 History




At the 1884 International Meridian Conference[image: External link] held in Washington, D.C., the local mean solar time at the Royal Observatory, Greenwich[image: External link] in England[image: External link] was chosen to define the Universal day, counted from 0 hours at mean midnight. This agreed with civil Greenwich Mean Time (GMT), used on the island of Great Britain since 1847. In contrast, astronomical GMT began at mean noon, 12 hours after mean midnight of the same date until 1 January 1925, whereas nautical GMT began at mean noon, 12 hours before mean midnight of the same date, at least until 1805 in the Royal Navy[image: External link], but persisted much later elsewhere because it was mentioned at the 1884 conference. In 1884, the Greenwich Meridian was used for two-thirds of all charts and maps as their Prime Meridian[image: External link].[25] In 1928, the term Universal Time (UT) was introduced by the International Astronomical Union to refer to GMT, with the day starting at midnight.[26] Until the 1950s, broadcast time signals[image: External link] were based on UT, and hence on the rotation of the Earth.

In 1955, the caesium[image: External link] atomic clock[image: External link] was invented. This provided a form of timekeeping that was both more stable and more convenient than astronomical observations. In 1956, the U.S. National Bureau of Standards[image: External link] and U.S. Naval Observatory[image: External link] started to develop atomic frequency time scales; by 1959, these time scales were used in generating the WWV[image: External link] time signals, named for the shortwave radio station that broadcasts them. In 1960, the U.S. Naval Observatory, the Royal Greenwich Observatory, and the UK National Physical Laboratory coordinated their radio broadcasts so time steps and frequency changes were coordinated, and the resulting time scale was informally referred to as "Coordinated Universal Time".[27]

In a controversial decision, the frequency of the signals was initially set to match the rate of UT, but then kept at the same frequency by the use of atomic clocks and deliberately allowed to drift away from UT. When the divergence grew significantly, the signal was phase shifted (stepped) by 20 ms[image: External link] to bring it back into agreement with UT. Twenty-nine such steps were used before 1960.[28]

In 1958, data was published linking the frequency for the caesium transition[image: External link], newly established, with the ephemeris second. The ephemeris second is the duration of time that, when used as the independent variable in the laws of motion that govern the movement of the planets and moons in the solar system, cause the laws of motion to accurately predict the observed positions of solar system bodies. Within the limits of observing accuracy, ephemeris seconds are of constant length, as are atomic seconds. This publication allowed a value to be chosen for the length of the atomic second that would work properly with the celestial laws of motion.[29]

In 1961, the Bureau International de l'Heure[image: External link] began coordinating the UTC process internationally (but the name Coordinated Universal Time was not adopted by the International Astronomical Union until 1967).[30][31] Time steps occurred every few months thereafter, and frequency changes at the end of each year. The jumps increased in size to 100 ms. This UTC was intended to permit a very close approximation to UT2.[27]

In 1967, the SI[image: External link] second was redefined in terms of the frequency supplied by a caesium atomic clock. The length of second so defined was practically equal to the second of ephemeris time.[32] This was the frequency that had been provisionally used in TAI since 1958. It was soon recognised that having two types of second with different lengths, namely the UTC second and the SI second used in TAI, was a bad idea. It was thought that it would be better for time signals to maintain a consistent frequency, and that that frequency should match the SI second. Thus it would be necessary to rely on time steps alone to maintain the approximation of UT. This was tried experimentally in a service known as "Stepped Atomic Time" (SAT), which ticked at the same rate as TAI and used jumps of 200 ms to stay synchronised with UT2.[33]

There was also dissatisfaction with the frequent jumps in UTC (and SAT). In 1968, Louis Essen[image: External link], the inventor of the caesium atomic clock, and G. M. R. Winkler both independently proposed that steps should be of 1 s only.[34] This system was eventually approved, along with the idea of maintaining the UTC second equal to the TAI second. At the end of 1971, there was a final irregular jump of exactly 0.107758 TAI seconds, so that 1 January 1972 00:00:00 UTC was 1 January 1972 00:00:10 TAI exactly, making the difference between UTC and TAI an integer number[image: External link] of seconds. At the same time, the tick rate of UTC was changed to exactly match TAI. UTC also started to track UT1 rather than UT2. Some time signals started to broadcast the DUT1 correction (UT1 − UTC) for applications requiring a closer approximation of UT1 than UTC now provided.[35][36]
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 Current number of leap seconds




The first leap second occurred on 30 June 1972. Since then, leap seconds have occurred on average about once every 19 months, always on 30 June or 31 December. As of January 2017, there have been 27 leap seconds in total, all positive, putting UTC 37 seconds behind TAI.[37]
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 Rationale




Earth's rotational speed[image: External link] is very slowly decreasing because of tidal deceleration[image: External link]; this increases the length of the mean solar day[image: External link]. The length of the SI second was calibrated on the basis of the second of ephemeris time[image: External link][29][32] and can now be seen to have a relationship with the mean solar day observed between 1750 and 1892, analysed by Simon Newcomb[image: External link]. As a result, the SI second is close to 1/86400 of a mean solar day in the mid‑19th century.[38] In earlier centuries, the mean solar day was shorter than 86,400 SI seconds, and in more recent centuries it is longer than 86,400 seconds. Near the end of the 20th century, the length of the mean solar day (also known simply as "length of day" or "LOD") was approximately 86,400.0013 s.[39] For this reason, UT is now "slower" than TAI by the difference (or "excess" LOD) of 1.3 ms/day.

The excess of the LOD over the nominal 86,400 s accumulates over time, causing the UTC day, initially synchronised with the mean sun, to become desynchronised and run ahead of it. Near the end of the 20th century, with the LOD at 1.3 ms above the nominal value, UTC ran faster than UT by 1.3 ms per day, getting a second ahead roughly every 800 days. Thus, leap seconds were inserted at approximately this interval, retarding UTC to keep it synchronised in the long term.[40] The actual rotational period[image: External link] varies on unpredictable factors such as tectonic motion[image: External link] and has to be observed, rather than computed.

Just as adding a leap day every four years does not mean the year is getting longer by one day every four years, the insertion of a leap second every 800 days does not indicate that the mean solar day is getting longer by a second every 800 days. It will take about 50,000 years for a mean solar day to lengthen by one second (at a rate of 2 ms/cy, where cy means century). This rate fluctuates within the range of 1.7–2.3 ms/cy. While the rate due to tidal friction[image: External link] alone is about 2.3 ms/cy, the uplift[image: External link] of Canada and Scandinavia[image: External link] by several metres since the last Ice Age[image: External link] has temporarily reduced this to 1.7 ms/cy over the last 2,700 years.[41] The correct reason for leap seconds, then, is not the current difference between actual and nominal LOD, but rather the accumulation of this difference over a period of time: Near the end of the 20th century, this difference was about 1/800 of a second per day; therefore, after about 800 days, it accumulated to 1 second (and a leap second was then added).

In the graph of DUT1[image: External link] above, the excess of LOD above the nominal 86,400 s corresponds to the downward slope of the graph between vertical segments. (The slope became shallower in the 2000s (decade), because of a slight acceleration of Earth's crust temporarily shortening the day.) Vertical position on the graph corresponds to the accumulation of this difference over time, and the vertical segments correspond to leap seconds introduced to match this accumulated difference. Leap seconds are timed to keep DUT1 within the vertical range depicted by this graph. The frequency of leap seconds therefore corresponds to the slope of the diagonal graph segments, and thus to the excess LOD.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Future




See also: Leap second[image: External link]


As the Earth's rotation continues to slow, positive leap seconds will be required more frequently. The long-term rate of change[image: External link] of LOD is approximately +1.7 ms per century. At the end of the 21st century, LOD will be roughly 86,400.004 s, requiring leap seconds every 250 days. Over several centuries, the frequency of leap seconds will become problematic.

Some time in the 22nd century, two leap seconds will be required every year. The current use of only the leap second opportunities in June and December will be insufficient, and the March and September options will have to be used. In the 25th century, four leap seconds will be required every year, so the current quarterly options will be insufficient. Thereafter there will need to be the possibility of leap seconds at the end of any month. In about two thousand years, even that will be insufficient, and there will have to be leap seconds that are not at the end of a month.[42] In a few tens of thousands of years (the timing is uncertain), LOD will exceed 86,401 s, causing UTC to require more than one leap second per day.

In April 2001, Rob Seaman of the National Optical Astronomy Observatory[image: External link] proposed that leap seconds be allowed to be added monthly rather than twice yearly.[43]

There is a proposal to redefine UTC and abolish leap seconds, such that sundials[image: External link] would slowly get further out of sync with civil time.[44] The resulting gradual shift of the sun's movements relative to civil time is analogous to the shift of seasons[image: External link] relative to the yearly calendar that results from the calendar year not precisely matching the tropical year[image: External link] length. This would be a major practical change in civil timekeeping, but would take effect slowly over several centuries. UTC (and TAI) would be more and more ahead of UT; it would coincide with local mean time along a meridian drifting slowly eastward (reaching Paris and beyond).[45] Thus, the time system would lose its fixed connection to the geographic coordinates based on the IERS meridian[image: External link]. The difference between UTC and UT could reach 0.5 hour after the year 2600 and 6.5 hours around 4600.[42]

ITU‑R[image: External link] Study Group 7 and Working Party 7A were unable to reach consensus on whether to advance the proposal to the 2012 Radiocommunications Assembly; the chairman of Study Group 7 elected to advance the question to the 2012 Radiocommunications Assembly (20 January 2012),[46] but consideration of the proposal was postponed by the ITU until the World Radio Conference in 2015, convening on 2 November.[47]

The possibility of suppressing the leap second was considered in November 2015 at the World Radiocommunication Conference (WRC-15), which is the international regulatory body which defines Coordinated Universal Time.[48] No decision to suppress leap seconds was reached; the issue will be studied further and reconsidered in 2023.[49]
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Daylight saving Time






This article is about the concept of daylight saving time. For local implementations, see Daylight saving time by country[image: External link].

"Daylight Saving" redirects here. For the play by Nick Enright, see Daylight Saving (play)[image: External link].

"Summer time" and "DST" redirect here. For other uses, see Summer time (disambiguation)[image: External link] and DST (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Daylight saving time (abbreviated DST), also sometimes erroneously referred to as daylight savings time, is the practice of advancing clocks[image: External link] during summer months so that evening daylight lasts longer, while sacrificing normal sunrise times. Typically, regions that use daylight saving time adjust clocks forward one hour close to the start of spring and adjust them backward in the autumn to standard time.[1]

American inventor and politician Benjamin Franklin[image: External link] proposed a form of daylight time in 1784. He wrote an essay "An Economical Project for Diminishing the Cost of Light" to the editor of The Journal of Paris[image: External link], suggesting, somewhat jokingly, that Parisians could economize candle[image: External link] usage by getting people out of bed earlier in the morning, making use of the natural morning light instead.[2] New Zealander George Hudson[image: External link] proposed the idea of daylight saving in 1895.[3] The German Empire[image: External link] and Austria-Hungary[image: External link] organized the first nationwide implementation, starting on April 30, 1916. Many countries have used it at various times[image: External link] since then, particularly since the energy crisis of the 1970s[image: External link].

The practice has both advocates and critics.[1] Some early proponents of DST aimed to reduce evening use of incandescent lighting[image: External link]—once a primary use of electricity[4]—today's heating and cooling usage patterns differ greatly, and research about how DST affects energy use is limited and contradictory.[5]

DST clock shifts sometimes complicate timekeeping and can disrupt travel, billing, record keeping, medical devices, heavy equipment,[6] and sleep patterns.[7] Computer software often adjusts clocks automatically, but policy changes by various jurisdictions of DST dates and timings may be confusing.[8]



TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Rationale




Industrialized societies[image: External link] generally follow a clock-based schedule for daily activities that do not change throughout the course of the year. The time of day that individuals begin and end work or school, and the coordination of mass transit[image: External link], for example, usually remain constant year-round. In contrast, an agrarian society[image: External link]'s daily routines for work and personal conduct are more likely governed by the length of daylight hours[9][10] and by solar time[image: External link], which change seasonally[image: External link] because of the Earth's axial tilt[image: External link]. North and south of the tropics daylight lasts longer in summer and shorter in winter, with the effect becoming greater as one moves away from the tropics.

By synchronously resetting all clocks in a region to one hour ahead of standard time[image: External link] (one hour "fast"), individuals who follow such a year-round schedule will wake an hour earlier than they would have otherwise; they will begin and complete daily work routines an hour earlier, and they will have available to them an extra hour of daylight after their workday activities.[11][12] However, they will have one fewer hour of daylight at the start of each day, making the policy less practical during winter.[13][14]

While the times of sunrise and sunset change at roughly equal rates as the seasons change, proponents of Daylight Saving Time argue that most people prefer a greater increase in daylight hours after the typical "nine to five"[image: External link] workday.[15][16] Supporters have also argued that DST decreases energy consumption by reducing the need for lighting and heating, but the actual effect on overall energy use is heavily disputed.

The manipulation of time at higher latitudes (for example Iceland, Nunavut[image: External link] or Alaska[image: External link]) has little impact on daily life, because the length of day and night changes more extremely throughout the seasons (in comparison to other latitudes), and thus sunrise and sunset times are significantly out of phase with standard working hours regardless of manipulations of the clock.[17] DST is also of little use for locations near the equator, because these regions see only a small variation in daylight in the course of the year.[18] The effect also varies according to how far east or west the location is within its time zone, with locations farther east inside the time zone benefiting more from DST than locations farther west in the same time zone.[19]
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 History




Although they did not fix their schedules to the clock in the modern sense, ancient civilizations adjusted daily schedules to the sun more flexibly than DST does, often dividing daylight into twelve hours regardless of daytime, so that each daylight hour was longer during summer.[20] For example, Roman water clocks[image: External link] had different scales for different months of the year: at Rome's latitude the third hour from sunrise, hora tertia[image: External link], started by modern standards at 09:02 solar time[image: External link] and lasted 44 minutes at the winter solstice[image: External link], but at the summer solstice it started at 06:58 and lasted 75 minutes (see also Roman timekeeping[image: External link]).[21] After ancient times, equal-length civil hours eventually supplanted unequal, so civil time[image: External link] no longer varies by season. Unequal hours are still used in a few traditional settings, such as some monasteries of Mount Athos[image: External link][22] and all Jewish ceremonies[image: External link].[23]

During his time as an American envoy to France, Benjamin Franklin[image: External link], publisher of the old English proverb "Early to bed, and early to rise, makes a man healthy, wealthy and wise",[24][25] anonymously published a letter suggesting that Parisians economize on candles by rising earlier to use morning sunlight.[26] This 1784 satire[image: External link] proposed taxing window shutters[image: External link], rationing candles, and waking the public by ringing church bells and firing cannons at sunrise.[27] Despite common misconception, Franklin did not actually propose DST; 18th-century Europe did not even keep precise schedules. However, this soon changed as rail transport and communication networks came to require a standardization of time unknown in Franklin's day.[28]

Modern DST was first proposed by the New Zealand entomologist[image: External link] George Hudson[image: External link], whose shift work[image: External link] job gave him leisure time to collect insects and led him to value after-hours daylight.[3] In 1895 he presented a paper to the Wellington Philosophical Society[image: External link] proposing a two-hour daylight-saving shift,[11] and after considerable interest was expressed in Christchurch[image: External link], he followed up in an 1898 paper.[29] Many publications credit DST proposal to the prominent English builder and outdoorsman William Willett[image: External link],[30] who independently conceived DST in 1905 during a pre-breakfast ride, when he observed with dismay how many Londoners slept through a large part of a summer day.[16] An avid golfer, he also disliked cutting short his round at dusk.[31] His solution was to advance the clock during the summer months, a proposal he published two years later.[32] The proposal was taken up by the Liberal Member of Parliament[image: External link] (MP) Robert Pearce[image: External link], who introduced the first Daylight Saving Bill to the House of Commons[image: External link] on February 12, 1908.[33] A select committee[image: External link] was set up to examine the issue, but Pearce's bill did not become law, and several other bills failed in the following years. Willett lobbied for the proposal in the UK until his death in 1915.

William Sword Frost, mayor of Orillia[image: External link], Ontario, introduced daylight saving time in the municipality during his tenure from 1911 to 1912.[34]

Starting on April 30, 1916, the German Empire[image: External link] and its World War I[image: External link] ally Austria-Hungary[image: External link] were the first to use DST ( German[image: External link]: Sommerzeit[image: External link]) as a way to conserve coal during wartime. Britain, most of its allies, and many European neutrals soon followed suit. Russia and a few other countries waited until the next year, and the United States adopted it in 1918.

Broadly speaking, daylight saving time was abandoned in the years after the war (with some notable exceptions including Canada, the UK, France, and Ireland). However, it was brought back for periods of time in many different places during the following decades and commonly during World War II. It became widely adopted, particularly in North America and Europe, starting in the 1970s as a result of the 1970s energy crisis[image: External link].

Since then, the world has seen many enactments, adjustments, and repeals.[35] For specific details, an overview is available at Daylight saving time by country[image: External link].
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 Procedure




See also: Daylight saving time by country[image: External link]


In the case of the United States, where a one-hour shift occurs at 02:00 local time, in spring the clock jumps forward from the last instant of 01:59 standard time[image: External link] to 03:00 DST and that day has 23 hours, whereas in autumn the clock jumps backward from the last instant of 01:59 DST to 01:00 standard time, repeating that hour, and that day has 25 hours.[36] A digital display of local time does not read 02:00 exactly at the shift to summer time, but instead jumps from 01:59:59.9 forward to 03:00:00.0.

Clock shifts are usually scheduled near a weekend midnight to lessen disruption to weekday schedules. A one-hour shift is customary.[37] Twenty-minute and two-hour shifts have been used in the past.

Coordination strategies differ when adjacent time zones shift clocks. The European Union[image: External link] shifts all zones at the same instant, at 01:00 Greenwich Mean Time[image: External link][38] or 02:00 CET or 03:00 EET. The result of this procedure is that Eastern European Time[image: External link] is always one hour ahead of Central European Time[image: External link], at the cost of the shift happening at different local times.[39] In contrast most of North America shifts at 02:00 local time, so its zones do not shift at the same instant; for example, Mountain Time[image: External link] is temporarily (for one hour) zero hours ahead of Pacific Time, instead of one hour ahead, in the autumn and two hours, instead of one, ahead of Pacific Time[image: External link] in the spring. In the past, Australian[image: External link] districts went even further and did not always agree on start and end dates; for example, in 2008 most DST-observing areas shifted clocks forward on October 5 but Western Australia shifted on October 26.[40] In some cases only part of a country shifts; for example, in the U.S., Hawaii[image: External link] and most of Arizona[image: External link] do not observe DST.[41][42]

Start and end dates vary with location and year. Since 1996, European Summer Time[image: External link] has been observed from the last Sunday in March to the last Sunday in October; previously the rules were not uniform across the European Union.[39] Starting in 2007, most of the United States and Canada observe DST from the second Sunday in March to the first Sunday in November, almost two-thirds of the year.[43] The 2007 U.S. change was part of the Energy Policy Act of 2005[image: External link]; previously, from 1987 through 2006, the start and end dates were the first Sunday in April and the last Sunday in October, and Congress[image: External link] retains the right to go back to the previous dates now that an energy-consumption study has been done.[44] Proponents for permanently retaining November as the month for ending DST point to Halloween[image: External link] as a reason to delay the change—to provide extra daylight on October 31.

Beginning and ending dates are roughly the reverse in the southern hemisphere. For example, mainland Chile[image: External link] observed DST from the second Saturday in October to the second Saturday in March, with transitions at 24:00[image: External link] local time.[45] The time difference between the United Kingdom and mainland Chile could therefore be five hours during the northern summer, three hours during the southern summer and four hours a few weeks per year because of mismatch of changing dates.

DST is generally not observed near the equator, where sunrise times do not vary enough to justify it. Some countries observe it only in some regions; for example, southern Brazil observes it while equatorial Brazil does not.[46] Only a minority of the world's population uses DST because Asia and Africa generally do not observe it.
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Daylight saving has caused controversy since it began.[1] Winston Churchill[image: External link] argued that it enlarges "the opportunities for the pursuit of health and happiness among the millions of people who live in this country"[47] and pundits have dubbed it "Daylight Slaving Time".[48] Historically, retailing, sports, and tourism interests have favored daylight saving, while agricultural and evening entertainment interests have opposed it, and its initial adoption had been prompted by energy crises[image: External link] and war.[49]

The fate of Willett's 1907 proposal illustrates several political issues involved. The proposal attracted many supporters, including Arthur Balfour[image: External link], Churchill, David Lloyd George[image: External link], Ramsay MacDonald[image: External link], Edward VII[image: External link] (who used half-hour DST at Sandringham or "Sandringham time[image: External link]"), the managing director of Harrods[image: External link], and the manager of the National Bank. However, the opposition was stronger: it included Prime Minister H. H. Asquith[image: External link], Christie[image: External link] (the Astronomer Royal[image: External link]), George Darwin[image: External link], Napier Shaw[image: External link] (director of the Meteorological Office[image: External link]), many agricultural organizations, and theatre owners. After many hearings the proposal was narrowly defeated in a parliamentary[image: External link] committee vote in 1909. Willett's allies introduced similar bills every year from 1911 through 1914, to no avail.[50] The U.S. was even more skeptical: Andrew Peters[image: External link] introduced a DST bill to the United States House of Representatives[image: External link] in May 1909, but it soon died in committee.[51]

After Germany led the way with starting DST ( German[image: External link]: Sommerzeit[image: External link]) during World War I[image: External link] on April 30, 1916 together with its allies to alleviate hardships from wartime coal shortages and air raid blackouts, the political equation changed in other countries; the United Kingdom used DST first on May 21, 1916.[52] U.S. retailing and manufacturing interests led by Pittsburgh[image: External link] industrialist Robert Garland soon began lobbying for DST, but were opposed by railroads. The U.S.'s 1917 entry to the war overcame objections, and DST was established in 1918.[53]

The war's end swung the pendulum back. Farmers continued to dislike DST, and many countries repealed it after the war. Britain was an exception: it retained DST nationwide but over the years adjusted transition dates for several reasons, including special rules during the 1920s and 1930s to avoid clock shifts on Easter mornings. Now under a European Community directive summer time begins annually on the last Sunday in March, which may be Easter Sunday (as in 2016).[39] The U.S. was more typical: Congress repealed DST after 1919. President Woodrow Wilson[image: External link], like Willett an avid golfer, vetoed the repeal twice but his second veto was overridden.[54] Only a few U.S. cities retained DST locally thereafter,[55] including New York[image: External link] so that its financial exchanges could maintain an hour of arbitrage trading with London, and Chicago[image: External link] and Cleveland[image: External link] to keep pace with New York.[56] Wilson's successor Warren G. Harding[image: External link] opposed DST as a "deception". Reasoning that people should instead get up and go to work earlier in the summer, he ordered District of Columbia[image: External link] federal employees to start work at 08:00 rather than 09:00 during summer 1922. Some businesses followed suit though many others did not; the experiment was not repeated.[12]

Since Germany's adoption in 1916, the world has seen many enactments, adjustments, and repeals of DST, with similar politics involved.[57]

The history of time in the United States[image: External link] includes DST during both world wars, but no standardization of peacetime DST until 1966.[58][59] In May 1965, for two weeks, St. Paul, Minnesota[image: External link] and Minneapolis, Minnesota[image: External link] were on different times, when the capital city decided to join most of the nation by starting Daylight Saving Time while Minneapolis opted to follow the later date set by state law.[60] In the mid-1980s, Clorox[image: External link] (parent of Kingsford Charcoal[image: External link]) and 7-Eleven[image: External link] provided the primary funding for the Daylight Saving Time Coalition behind the 1987 extension to U.S. DST, and both Idaho[image: External link] senators[image: External link] voted for it based on the premise that during DST fast-food restaurants sell more French fries, which are made from Idaho potatoes.[61]

In 1992, after a three-year trial of daylight saving in Queensland, Australia[image: External link], a referendum on daylight saving[image: External link] was held and defeated with a 54.5% 'no' vote – with regional and rural areas strongly opposed, while those in the metropolitan south-east were in favor.[62] In 2005, the Sporting Goods Manufacturers Association and the National Association of Convenience Stores[image: External link] successfully lobbied for the 2007 extension to U.S. DST.[63] In December 2008, the Daylight Saving for South East Queensland[image: External link] (DS4SEQ) political party[image: External link] was officially registered in Queensland, advocating the implementation of a dual-time zone[image: External link] arrangement for daylight saving in South East Queensland[image: External link] while the rest of the state maintains standard time[image: External link].[64] DS4SEQ contested the March 2009 Queensland state election[image: External link] with 32 candidates and received one percent of the statewide primary vote, equating to around 2.5% across the 32 electorates contested.[65] After a three-year trial, more than 55% of Western Australians voted against DST in 2009, with rural areas strongly opposed.[66] On April 14, 2010, after being approached by the DS4SEQ political party, Queensland Independent[image: External link] member Peter Wellington[image: External link], introduced the Daylight Saving for South East Queensland Referendum Bill 2010[image: External link] into the Queensland parliament[image: External link], calling for a referendum at the next state election on the introduction of daylight saving into South East Queensland[image: External link] under a dual-time zone[image: External link] arrangement.[67] The Bill was defeated in the Queensland parliament on June 15, 2011.[68]

In the UK the Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents[image: External link] supports a proposal to observe SDST's additional hour year-round, but is opposed in some industries, such as postal workers and farmers, and particularly by those living in the northern regions of the UK.[10]

In some Muslim countries, DST is temporarily abandoned during Ramadan[image: External link] (the month when no food should be eaten between sunrise and sunset), since the DST would delay the evening dinner[image: External link]. Ramadan took place in July and August in 2012. This concerns at least Morocco,[69][70] although Iran keeps DST during Ramadan.[71] Most Muslim countries do not use DST, partially for this reason.

The 2011 declaration by Russia that it would stay in DST all year long was subsequently followed by a similar declaration from Belarus[image: External link].[72] Russia's plan generated widespread complaints due to the dark of wintertime morning, and thus was abandoned in 2014.[73] The country changed its clocks to Standard Time on October 26, 2014 and intends to stay there permanently.[74]
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 Dispute over benefits and drawbacks




Proponents of DST generally argue that it saves energy, promotes outdoor leisure activity in the evening (in summer), and is therefore good for physical and psychological health, reduces traffic accidents, reduces crime, or is good for business. Groups that tend to support DST are urban workers, retail businesses, outdoor sports enthusiasts and businesses, tourism operators, and others who benefit from increased light during the evening in summer.

Opponents argue that actual energy savings are inconclusive,[76] that DST increases health risks such as heart attack,[76] that DST can disrupt morning activities, and that the act of changing clocks twice a year is economically and socially disruptive and cancels out any benefit. Farmers have tended to oppose DST.[77][78]

Common agreement about the day's layout or schedule confers so many advantages that a standard DST schedule has generally been chosen over ad hoc efforts to get up earlier.[79] The advantages of coordination are so great that many people ignore whether DST is in effect by altering their nominal work schedules to coordinate with television broadcasts or daylight.[80] DST is commonly not observed during most of winter, because its mornings are darker; workers may have no sunlit leisure time, and children may need to leave for school in the dark.[13] Since DST is applied to many varying communities, its effects may be very different depending on their culture, light levels, geography, and climate; that is why it is hard to make generalized conclusions about the absolute effects of the practice. Some areas may adopt DST simply as a matter of coordination with others rather than for any direct benefits.
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The period of Daylight Saving Time before the longest day is shorter than the period after, in several countries including the United States and Europe. This unequal split is an energy saving measure. For example, in the U.S. the period of Daylight Saving Time is defined by the Energy Policy Act of 2005. The period for Daylight Saving Time was extended by changing the start date from the first Sunday of April to the second Sunday of March, and the end date from the last Sunday in October to the first Sunday in November.

DST's potential to save energy comes primarily from its effects on residential lighting, which consumes about 3.5% of electricity in the United States and Canada.[5] Delaying the nominal time of sunset and sunrise reduces the use of artificial light in the evening and increases it in the morning. As Franklin's 1784 satire pointed out, lighting costs are reduced if the evening reduction outweighs the morning increase, as in high-latitude summer when most people wake up well after sunrise. An early goal of DST was to reduce evening usage of incandescent lighting, once a primary use of electricity.[4] Although energy conservation remains an important goal,[81] energy usage patterns have greatly changed since then, and recent research is limited and reports contradictory results. Electricity use is greatly affected by geography, climate, and economics, making it hard to generalize from single studies.[5]


	The United States Department of Transportation[image: External link] (DOT) concluded in 1975 that DST might reduce the country's electricity usage by 1% during March and April,[5] but the National Bureau of Standards[image: External link] (NBS) reviewed the DOT study in 1976 and found no significant savings.[13]


	In 2000, when parts of Australia began DST in late winter, overall electricity consumption did not decrease, but the morning peak load and prices increased.[82]


	In Western Australia during summer 2006–2007, DST increased electricity consumption during hotter days and decreased it during cooler days, with consumption rising 0.6% overall.[83]


	Although a 2007 study estimated that introducing DST to Japan would reduce household lighting energy consumption,[84] a 2007 simulation estimated that DST would increase overall energy use in Osaka[image: External link] residences by 0.13%, with a 0.02% decrease due to less lighting more than outweighed by a 0.15% increase due to extra cooling; neither study examined non-residential energy use.[85] This is probably because DST's effect on lighting energy use is mainly noticeable in residences.[5]


	A 2007 study found that the earlier start to DST that year had little or no effect on electricity consumption in California[image: External link].[86]


	A 2007 study estimated that winter daylight saving would prevent a 2% increase in average daily electricity consumption in Great Britain.[87] This paper was revised in October 2009.[88]


	A 2008 study examined billing data in Indiana before and after it adopted DST in 2006[image: External link], and concluded that DST increased overall residential electricity consumption by 1% to 4%, due mostly to extra afternoon cooling and extra morning heating; the main increases came in the fall. A study estimated the overall annual cost of DST to Indiana households $9 million, with an additional $1.7–5.5 million for social costs due to increased pollution.[89]


	The United States Department of Energy[image: External link] (DOE) concluded in a 2008 report that the 2007 United States extension of DST saved 0.5% of electricity usage during the extended period.[90] This report analyzed only the extension, not the full eight months of DST, and did not examine the use of heating fuels.[91]




Several studies have suggested that DST increases motor fuel consumption.[5] The 2008 DOE report found no significant increase in motor gasoline consumption due to the 2007 United States extension of DST.[90]
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Retailers, sporting goods makers, and other businesses benefit from extra afternoon sunlight, as it induces customers to shop and to participate in outdoor afternoon sports.[92] In 1984, Fortune[image: External link] magazine estimated that a seven-week extension of DST would yield an additional $30 million for 7-Eleven[image: External link] stores, and the National Golf Foundation[image: External link] estimated the extension would increase golf industry revenues $200 million to $300 million.[93] A 1999 study estimated that DST increases the revenue of the European Union[image: External link]'s leisure sector by about 3%.[5]

Conversely, DST can adversely affect farmers,[76] parents of young children,[76] and others whose hours are set by the sun and they have traditionally opposed the practice,[94] although some farmers are neutral.[95] One reason why farmers oppose DST is that grain is best harvested after dew evaporates, so when field hands arrive and leave earlier in summer their labor is less valuable.[9] Dairy farmers are another group who complain of the change. Their cows are sensitive to the timing of milking, so delivering milk earlier disrupts their systems.[78][96] Today some farmers' groups are in favor of DST.[97]

DST also hurts prime-time television broadcast ratings,[98][76] drive-ins[image: External link] and other theaters.[99]

Changing clocks and DST rules has a direct economic cost, entailing extra work to support remote meetings, computer applications and the like. For example, a 2007 North American rule change cost an estimated $500 million to $1 billion,[100] and Utah State University[image: External link] economist William F. Shughart II has estimated the lost opportunity cost at around $1.7 billion USD.[76] Although it has been argued that clock shifts correlate with decreased economic efficiency[image: External link], and that in 2000 the daylight-saving effect implied an estimated one-day loss of $31 billion on U.S. stock exchanges,[101] the estimated numbers depend on the methodology.[102] The results have been disputed,[103] and the original authors have refuted the points raised by disputers.[104]
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 Public safety




In 1975 the U.S. DOT conservatively identified a 0.7% reduction in traffic fatalities during DST, and estimated the real reduction at 1.5% to 2%,[105] but the 1976 NBS review of the DOT study found no differences in traffic fatalities.[13] In 1995 the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety[image: External link] estimated a reduction of 1.2%, including a 5% reduction in crashes fatal to pedestrians.[106] Others have found similar reductions.[107] Single/Double Summer Time (SDST), a variant where clocks are one hour ahead of the sun in winter and two in summer, has been projected to reduce traffic fatalities by 3% to 4% in the UK, compared to ordinary DST.[108] However, accidents do increase by as much as 11% during the two weeks that follow the end of British Summer Time.[109] It is not clear whether sleep disruption contributes to fatal accidents immediately after the spring clock shifts.[110] A correlation between clock shifts and traffic accidents has been observed in North America and the UK but not in Finland or Sweden. If this effect exists, it is far smaller than the overall reduction in traffic fatalities.[111] A 2009 U.S. study found that on Mondays after the switch to DST, workers sleep an average of 40 minutes less, and are injured at work more often and more severely.[112]

In the 1970s the U.S. Law Enforcement Assistance Administration[image: External link] (LEAA) found a reduction of 10% to 13% in Washington, D.C.[image: External link]'s violent crime rate during DST. However, the LEAA did not filter out other factors, and it examined only two cities and found crime reductions only in one and only in some crime categories; the DOT decided it was "impossible to conclude with any confidence that comparable benefits would be found nationwide".[113] Outdoor lighting has a marginal and sometimes even contradictory influence on crime and fear of crime.[114]

In several countries, fire safety officials encourage citizens to use the two annual clock shifts as reminders to replace batteries in smoke[image: External link] and carbon monoxide detectors[image: External link], particularly in autumn, just before the heating and candle season causes an increase in home fires. Similar twice-yearly tasks include reviewing and practicing fire escape and family disaster plans, inspecting vehicle lights, checking storage areas for hazardous materials, reprogramming thermostats, and seasonal vaccinations.[115] Locations without DST can instead use the first days of spring and autumn as reminders.[116]
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 Health




DST has mixed effects on health. In societies with fixed work schedules it provides more afternoon sunlight for outdoor exercise.[118] It alters sunlight exposure; whether this is beneficial depends on one's location and daily schedule, as sunlight triggers vitamin D[image: External link] synthesis in the skin, but overexposure can lead to skin cancer.[119] DST may help in depression[image: External link] by causing individuals to rise earlier,[120] but some argue the reverse.[121] The Retinitis Pigmentosa[image: External link] Foundation Fighting Blindness, chaired by blind sports magnate Gordon Gund[image: External link], successfully lobbied in 1985 and 2005 for U.S. DST extensions.[61][63] DST shifts are associated with higher rates of ischemic stroke[image: External link] in the first two days after the shift, though not in the week thereafter.[122]

Clock shifts were found to increase the risk of heart attack by 10 percent,[76] and to disrupt sleep and reduce its efficiency.[7] Effects on seasonal adaptation of the circadian rhythm[image: External link] can be severe and last for weeks.[123] A 2008 study found that although male suicide rates rise in the weeks after the spring transition, the relationship weakened greatly after adjusting for season.[124] A 2008 Swedish study found that heart attacks were significantly more common the first three weekdays after the spring transition, and significantly less common the first weekday after the autumn transition.[125] A 2013 review found little evidence that people slept more on the night after the fall DST shift, even though it is often described as allowing people to sleep for an hour longer than normal. The same review stated that the lost hour of sleep resulting from the spring shift appears to result in sleep loss for at least a week afterward.[126] In 2015, two psychologists recommended that DST be abolished, citing its disruptive effects on sleep as one reason for this recommendation.[127]

The government of Kazakhstan[image: External link] cited health complications due to clock shifts as a reason for abolishing DST in 2005.[128] In March 2011, Dmitri Medvedev[image: External link], president of Russia, claimed that "stress of changing clocks" was the motivation for Russia to stay in DST all year long. Officials at the time talked about an annual increase in suicides.[129]

An unexpected adverse effect of daylight saving time may lie in the fact that an extra part of morning rush hour traffic occurs before dawn and traffic emissions then cause higher air pollution than during daylight hours.[130]

In 2017, researchers at the University of Washington[image: External link] and the University of Virginia[image: External link] reported that judges who experienced sleep deprivation as a result of DST tended to issue longer sentences.[131]
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 Complexity




DST's clock shifts have the obvious disadvantage of complexity. People must remember to change their clocks; this can be time-consuming, particularly for mechanical clocks that cannot be moved backward safely.[132] People who work across time zone boundaries need to keep track of multiple DST rules, as not all locations observe DST or observe it the same way. The length of the calendar day becomes variable; it is no longer always 24 hours. Disruption to meetings, travel, broadcasts, billing systems, and records management is common, and can be expensive.[133] During an autumn transition from 02:00 to 01:00, a clock reads times from 01:00:00 through 01:59:59 twice, possibly leading to confusion.[134]

Damage to a German steel facility occurred during a DST transition in 1993, when a computer timing system linked to a radio time synchronization signal allowed molten steel to cool for one hour less than the required duration, resulting in spattering of molten steel when it was poured.[6] Medical devices may generate adverse events that could harm patients, without being obvious to clinicians responsible for care.[135] These problems are compounded when the DST rules themselves change; software developers must test and perhaps modify many programs, and users must install updates and restart applications. Consumers must update devices such as programmable thermostats with the correct DST rules, or manually adjust the devices' clocks.[8] A common strategy to resolve these problems in computer systems is to express time using the Coordinated Universal Time (UTC) rather than the local time zone. For example, Unix[image: External link]-based computer systems use the UTC-based Unix time[image: External link] internally.

Some clock-shift problems could be avoided by adjusting clocks continuously[136] or at least more gradually[137]—for example, Willett at first suggested weekly 20-minute transitions—but this would add complexity and has never been implemented.

DST inherits and can magnify the disadvantages of standard time[image: External link]. For example, when reading a sundial[image: External link], one must compensate for it along with time zone and natural discrepancies.[138] Also, sun-exposure guidelines such as avoiding the sun within two hours of noon become less accurate when DST is in effect.[139]
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 Terminology




As explained by Richard Meade in the English Journal of the (American) National Council of Teachers of English, the form daylight savings time (with an "s") was already in 1978 much more common than the older form daylight saving time in American English ("the change has been virtually accomplished"). Nevertheless, even dictionaries such as Merriam-Webster's, American Heritage, and Oxford, which describe actual usage instead of prescribing outdated usage (and therefore also list the newer form), still list the older form first. This is because the older form is still very common in print and preferred by many editors. ("Although daylight saving time is considered correct, daylight savings time (with an "s") is commonly used.")[140] The first two words are sometimes hyphenated (daylight-saving[s] time). Merriam-Webster's also lists the forms daylight saving (without "time"), daylight savings (without "time"), and daylight time.[141]

In Britain, Willett's 1907 proposal[32] used the term daylight saving, but by 1911 the term summer time replaced daylight saving time in draft legislation.[75] Continental Europe uses similar phrases, the following examples could all be translated to "summer time": Sommerzeit in Germany, zomertijd in Dutch-speaking regions, kesäaika in Finland, horario de verano or hora de verano in Spain and heure d'été[image: External link] in France,[52] hora de verão in Portugal. In Italy the term is ora legale, that is, legal time (legally enforced time) as opposed to "ora solare", solar time, in winter.[clarification needed[image: External link]]

The name of local time typically changes when DST is observed. American English replaces standard with daylight: for example, Pacific Standard Time[image: External link] (PST) becomes Pacific Daylight Time (PDT). In the United Kingdom, the standard term for UK time when advanced by one hour is British Summer Time[image: External link] (BST), and British English typically inserts summer into other time zone names, e.g. Central European Time[image: External link] (CET) becomes Central European Summer Time[image: External link] (CEST).

The North American English mnemonic "spring forward, fall back" (also "spring ahead ...", "spring up ...", and "... fall behind") helps people remember which direction to shift clocks.[1]
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 Computing




Changes to DST rules cause problems in existing computer installations. For example, the 2007 change to DST rules[image: External link] in North America required that many computer systems be upgraded, with the greatest impact on e-mail and calendar programs. The upgrades required a significant effort by corporate information technologists[image: External link].[142]

Some applications standardize on UTC to avoid problems with clock shifts and time zone differences.[143] Likewise, most modern operating systems internally handle and store all times as UTC and only convert to local time for display.[144][145]

However, even if UTC is used internally, the systems still require information on time zones to correctly calculate local time where it is needed. Many systems in use today base their date/time calculations from data derived from the IANA time zone database[image: External link] also known as zoneinfo.
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 IANA time zone database




The IANA time zone database[image: External link] maps a name to the named location's historical and predicted clock shifts. This database is used by many computer software systems, including most Unix-like[image: External link] operating systems, Java[image: External link], and the Oracle RDBMS[image: External link];[146] HP[image: External link]'s "tztab" database is similar but incompatible.[147] When temporal authorities change DST rules, zoneinfo updates are installed as part of ordinary system maintenance. In Unix-like systems the TZ environment variable[image: External link] specifies the location name[image: External link], as in TZ=':America/New_York'. In many of those systems there is also a system-wide setting that is applied if the TZ environment variable is not set: this setting is controlled by the contents of the /etc/localtime file, which is usually a symbolic link[image: External link] or hard link[image: External link] to one of the zoneinfo files. Internal time is stored in timezone-independent epoch time[image: External link]; the TZ is used by each of potentially many simultaneous users and processes to independently localize time display.

Older or stripped-down systems may support only the TZ values required by POSIX[image: External link], which specify at most one start and end rule explicitly in the value. For example, TZ='EST5EDT,M3.2.0/02:00,M11.1.0/02:00' specifies time for the eastern United States starting in 2007. Such a TZ value must be changed whenever DST rules change, and the new value applies to all years, mishandling some older timestamps.[148]
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 Microsoft Windows




As with zoneinfo, a user of Microsoft Windows[image: External link] configures DST by specifying the name of a location, and the operating system then consults a table of rule sets that must be updated when DST rules change. Procedures for specifying the name and updating the table vary with release. Updates are not issued for older versions of Microsoft Windows.[149] Windows Vista[image: External link] supports at most two start and end rules per time zone setting. In a Canadian location observing DST, a single Vista setting supports both 1987–2006 and post-2006 time stamps, but mishandles some older time stamps. Older Microsoft Windows systems usually store only a single start and end rule for each zone, so that the same Canadian setting reliably supports only post-2006 time stamps.[150]

These limitations have caused problems. For example, before 2005, DST in Israel[image: External link] varied each year and was skipped some years. Windows 95[image: External link] used rules correct for 1995 only, causing problems in later years. In Windows 98[image: External link], Microsoft marked Israel as not having DST, forcing Israeli users to shift their computer clocks manually twice a year. The 2005 Israeli Daylight Saving Law[image: External link] established predictable rules using the Jewish calendar but Windows zone files could not represent the rules' dates in a year-independent way. Partial workarounds, which mishandled older time stamps, included manually switching zone files every year[151] and a Microsoft tool that switches zones automatically.[152] In 2013, Israel standardized its daylight saving time according to the Gregorian calendar[image: External link].[153]

Microsoft Windows keeps the system real-time clock[image: External link] in local time. This causes several problems, including compatibility when multi booting[image: External link] with operating systems that set the clock to UTC, and double-adjusting the clock when multi booting different Windows versions, such as with a rescue boot disk. This approach is a problem even in Windows-only systems: there is no support for per-user timezone settings, only a single system-wide setting. In 2008 Microsoft hinted that future versions of Windows will partially support a Windows registry[image: External link] entry RealTimeIsUniversal that had been introduced many years earlier, when Windows NT[image: External link] supported RISC[image: External link] machines with UTC clocks, but had not been maintained.[154] Since then at least two fixes related to this feature have been published by Microsoft.[155][156]

The NTFS[image: External link] file system used by recent versions of Windows stores the file with a UTC time stamp, but displays it corrected to local—or seasonal—time. However, the FAT[image: External link] filesystem commonly used on removable devices stores only the local time. Consequently, when a file is copied from the hard disk onto separate media, its time will be set to the current local time. If the time adjustment is changed, the timestamps of the original file and the copy will be different. The same effect can be observed when compressing and uncompressing files with some file archivers[image: External link]. It is the NTFS file that changes seen time. This effect should be kept in mind when trying to determine if a file is a duplicate of another, although there are other methods of comparing files for equality (such as using a checksum algorithm[image: External link]).
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 Permanent daylight saving time




A move to "permanent daylight saving time" (staying on summer hours all year with no time shifts) is sometimes advocated, and has in fact been implemented in some jurisdictions such as Argentina, Chile,[157] Iceland, Singapore, Uzbekistan, Belarus[78] and Turkey. Advocates cite the same advantages as normal DST without the problems associated with the twice yearly time shifts. However, many remain unconvinced of the benefits, citing the same problems and the relatively late sunrises, particularly in winter, that year-round DST entails.[14] Russia switched to permanent DST from 2011 to 2014, but the move proved unpopular because of the late sunrises in winter, so the country switched permanently back to "standard" or "winter" time in 2014.[158] The United Kingdom also experimented with year-round summer time between 1968 and 1971, and put clocks forward by an hour during World War II.[159]
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	Daylight saving time by country[image: External link]
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Right- and left-hand Traffic






The terms right-hand traffic (RHT) and left-hand traffic (LHT) refer to regulations requiring all bidirectional traffic[image: External link], unless otherwise directed, to keep to the right or to the left side of the road, respectively.[1] This is so fundamental to traffic[image: External link] flow that it is sometimes referred to as the rule of the road.[2]

163 countries and territories use RHT, with the remaining 76 countries and territories using LHT[image: External link]. Countries that use LHT account for about a sixth of the world's area and a quarter of its roads.[3] In the early 1900s some countries including Canada, Spain, and Brazil had different rules in different parts of the country. During the 1900s many countries standardized within their jurisdictions, and changed from LHT to RHT, mostly to conform with regional custom. In 1919, 104 of the world's territories were LHT and an equal number were RHT. From 1919 to 1986, 34 of the LHT territories switched to RHT.[4]

Many of the countries with LHT are former British colonies in the Caribbean[image: External link], Southern Africa[image: External link], Southeast Asia[image: External link], South Asia[image: External link], Australia, and New Zealand. Japan[image: External link], Thailand, Nepal[image: External link], Bhutan[image: External link], Mozambique, Suriname[image: External link], East Timor, and Indonesia[image: External link] are among those LHT countries outside the former British Empire. In Europe[image: External link], only four countries still drive on the left: the United Kingdom, Ireland[image: External link], Malta, and Cyprus, all of which are islands.

Nearly all countries use one side or the other throughout their entire territory. Most exceptions are due to historical considerations and involve islands with no road connection to the main part of a country. China[image: External link] is RHT except the Special Administrative Regions of China[image: External link] of Hong Kong and Macau[image: External link]. The United States is RHT except the United States Virgin Islands.[5] The United Kingdom is LHT, but its overseas territories[image: External link] of Gibraltar and British Indian Ocean Territory are RHT.

According to the International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea[image: External link], water traffic is RHT. For aircraft the US Federal Aviation Regulations[image: External link] provide for passing on the right, both in the air and on water.[6]

Light rail vehicles[image: External link] generally operate on the same side as other road traffic in the country. Many countries use RHT for automobiles but LHT for trains, often because of the influence of the British on early railway systems. In some countries rail traffic remained LHT after automobile traffic switched to RHT, for example in China, Brazil, and Argentina. However, France[image: External link], Belgium[image: External link], and Switzerland[image: External link] have used RHT for automobiles since their introduction but operate trains using LHT.

There is no technical reason to prefer one side over the other.[7] In healthy populations, traffic safety is thought to be the same regardless of handedness[image: External link], however some researchers have speculated that LHT may be safer for ageing populations[8] since humans are more commonly right eye dominant[image: External link] than left.[9]
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 History




Ancient Greek, Egyptian, and Roman troops kept to the left when marching.[10] In 1998, archaeologists found a well-preserved double track leading to a Roman quarry near Swindon[image: External link]. The grooves in the road on the left side (viewed facing down the track away from the quarry) were much deeper than those on the right side, suggesting LHT, at least at this location, since carts would exit the quarry heavily loaded, and enter it empty.[11]

The first reference in English law[image: External link] to an order for LHT was in 1756, with regard to London Bridge[image: External link].[12]

Some historians, such as C. Northcote Parkinson[image: External link], believed that ancient travellers on horseback or on foot generally kept to the left, since most people were right handed. If two men riding on horseback were to start a fight, each would edge toward the left.[10] In the year 1300, Pope Boniface VIII[image: External link] directed pilgrims to keep left.[10]

In the late 1700s, traffic in the United States was RHT based on teamsters[image: External link]' use of large freight wagons pulled by several pairs of horses. The wagons had no driver's seat, so the (typically right-handed) postilion[image: External link] held his whip in his right hand and thus sat on the left rear horse. Seated on the left, the driver preferred that other wagons pass him on the left so that he could be sure to keep clear of the wheels of oncoming wagons.[13]

In France, traditionally foot traffic had kept right, while carriage traffic kept left. Following the French Revolution[image: External link], all traffic kept right.[12] Following the Napoleonic Wars[image: External link], the French imposed RHT on parts of Europe. During the colonial period, RHT was introduced by the French in New France[image: External link], French West Africa[image: External link], the Maghreb[image: External link], French Indochina[image: External link], the West Indies[image: External link], French Guiana[image: External link] and the Réunion[image: External link], among others.

Meanwhile, LHT traffic was introduced by the British in Atlantic Canada[image: External link], Australia, New Zealand, the East Africa Protectorate[image: External link], the British India[image: External link], Southern Rhodesia[image: External link] and the Cape Colony[image: External link] (now Zimbabwe and South Africa), British Malaya[image: External link] (now Malaysia, Brunei and Singapore), British Guiana[image: External link], and British Hong Kong[image: External link]. LHT was also introduced by the Portuguese Empire[image: External link] in Portuguese Macau[image: External link], Colonial Brazil[image: External link], East Timor, Portuguese Mozambique[image: External link], and Angola[image: External link].

The first keep-right law for driving in the United States[image: External link] was passed in 1792 and applied to the Philadelphia and Lancaster Turnpike[image: External link].[7] New York[image: External link] formalized RHT in 1804, New Jersey[image: External link] in 1813 and Massachusetts[image: External link] in 1821.[14]
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Influential in Europe was the 1920 Paris Convention, which advised driving on the right-hand side of the road, in order to harmonize traffic across a continent with many borders. This was despite the fact that left hand traffic was still being widespread: in 1915 for example, LHT was introduced everywhere in the Austro-Hungarian Empire[image: External link].[15] However three years later the Empire was split up into several countries, and they all changed eventually to RHT, notably including when Nazi Germany introduced RHT with almost immediate effect in Czechoslovakia[image: External link] in 1938-39.[16]

Sweden was LHT from about 1734 to 1967,[17] despite having land borders with RHT countries, and virtually all the cars on the road in Sweden being left hand drive (LHD). A referendum was held in 1955, with an overwhelming majority voting against a change to RHT. Nevertheless, some years later the government ordered a conversion, which took place at 5 am on Sunday, 3 September 1967. The accident rate dropped sharply after the change,[18] but soon rose back to near its original level.[19] The day was known as Dagen H[image: External link] ("The H-Day"), the 'H' being for Högertrafik or right traffic. When Iceland switched the following year, it was known as H-dagurinn[image: External link], again meaning "The H-day".[20]

In the late 1960s, the UK Department for Transport[image: External link] considered switching to RHT, but declared it unsafe and too costly for such a built-up nation.[21] Road building standards, for motorways in particular, allow asymmetrically designed road junctions, where merge and diverge lanes differ in length.[22]
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 Asia and the Pacific




China adopted RHT in 1946. Taiwan[image: External link] changed to driving on the right at the same time. Hong Kong and Macau continue to be LHT.

Myanmar switched to RHT in 1970.[23]

Samoa, a former German colony, had been RHT for more than a century. It switched to LHT in 2009,[24] being the first territory in almost 40 years to switch.[25] The move was legislated in 2008 to allow Samoans to use cheaper left hand drive (LHD) vehicles imported from Australia, New Zealand, or Japan, and to harmonise with other South Pacific nations. A political party, The People's Party[image: External link], was formed to try to protest against the change, a protest group which launched a legal challenge,[26] and an estimated 18,000 people attending demonstrations against it.[27] The motor industry was also opposed, as 14,000 of Samoa's 18,000 vehicles are designed for RHT and the government has refused to meet the cost of conversion.[25] After months of preparation, the switch from right to left happened in an atmosphere of national celebration. There were no reported incidents.[3] At 05:50 local time, Monday 7 September, a radio announcement halted traffic, and an announcement at 6:00 ordered traffic to switch to LHT.[24] The change coincided with more restrictive enforcement of speeding and seat-belt laws.[28] That day and the following day were declared public holidays, to reduce traffic.[29] The change included a three-day ban on alcohol sales, while police mounted dozens of checkpoints, warning drivers to drive slowly.[3]

The Philippines was mostly LHT during its Spanish[image: External link][30] & American[image: External link] colonial periods,[31][32] the latter despite America's switch to RHT in the 1930s (see above); as well as during the Commonwealth era[image: External link].[33] During the Japanese occupation[image: External link] the Philippines remained LHT,[34] nonwithstanding an LHT edict;[35] but during the Battle of Manila[image: External link] the liberating American forces drove their tanks to the right for easier facilitation of movement. RHT was formally finalized by Executive Order No. 34 signed by President Sergio Osmeña[image: External link] on 10 March 1945.[36]
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 Africa




Ghana switched from LHT to RHT in 1974.

Rwanda, a former Belgian colony in central Africa, is RHT but is considering switching to LHT, to bring the country in line with other members of the East African Community[image: External link] (EAC).[37] A survey, carried out in 2009, indicated that 54% of Rwandans were in favour of the switch. Reasons cited were the perceived lower costs of RHD vehicles as opposed to LHD versions of the same model, easier maintenance and the political benefit of harmonisation of traffic regulations with other EAC countries. The same survey also indicated that RHD cars are 16 to 49 per cent cheaper than their LHD equivalents.[38] In 2014 an internal report from consultants to the Ministry of Infrastructure recommended a switch to LHT.[39] In 2015, the ban on RHD vehicles was lifted; RHD trucks from neighboring countries cost $1000 less than LHD models imported from Europe.[40][41]
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 Changing sides at borders




Although many LHT jurisdictions are on islands, there are cases where vehicles may be driven from LHT across a border into a RHT area. The Vienna Convention on Road Traffic[image: External link] regulates the use of foreign registered vehicles in the 72 countries that are parties to the 1968 agreement.

Although the United Kingdom is separated from Continental Europe[image: External link] by the English Channel[image: External link], the level of cross-Channel traffic is very high; the Channel Tunnel[image: External link] alone carries 3.5 million vehicles per year between the UK and France.

Some countries have borders where drivers must switch from LHT to RHT and vice versa.

LHT Thailand has three RHT neighbors: Cambodia[image: External link], Laos[image: External link], Myanmar[image: External link]. Most of its borders use a simple traffic light to do the switch, but there are also interchanges which enable the switch while keeping up a continuous flow of traffic.[42]

There are four road border crossing points between Hong Kong and Mainland China. In 2006, the daily average number of vehicle trips recorded at Lok Ma Chau was 31,100.[43] The next largest is Man Kam To[image: External link], where there is no changeover system and the border roads on the mainland side Wenjindu[image: External link] intersect as one-way streets with a main road.

The Takutu River Bridge[image: External link] (which links LHT Guyana and RHT Brazil[44]) is the only border in the Americas where traffic changes sides.
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 Road vehicle configurations
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 Driver seating position




In RHT jurisdictions, vehicles are configured with LHD, with the driver sitting on the left side. In LHT jurisdictions, the reverse is true. The driver's side, the side closest to the center of the road, is sometimes called the offside, while the passenger side, the side closest to the side of the road, is sometimes called the nearside.[45]

Historically there was less consistency in the relationship of the position of the driver to the handedness of traffic. Most American cars produced before 1910 were RHD.[7] In 1908 Henry Ford[image: External link] standardized the Model T[image: External link] as LHD in RHT America,[7] arguing that with RHD and RHT, the passenger was obliged to "get out on the street side and walk around the car" and that with steering from the left, the driver "is able to see even the wheels of the other car and easily avoids danger."[46] By 1915 other manufacturers followed Ford's lead, due to the popularity of the Model T.[7]

In specialized cases, the driver will sit on the nearside, or kerbside. Examples include:


	Where the driver needs a good view of the nearside, e.g. street sweepers[image: External link], or vehicles driven along unstable road edges.[47]


	Where it is more convenient for the driver to be on the nearside, e.g. delivery vehicles. The Grumman LLV[image: External link] is widely in used on RHD configurations in RHT North America. Some Unimogs[image: External link] are designed to be switch between LHD and RHD to permit operators to work on the more convenient side of the truck.



Generally, the convention is to mount a motorcycle on the left,[48] and kickstands[image: External link] are usually on the left[49] which makes it more convenient to mount on the safer kerbside[49] as is the case in LHT.
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 Headlamps




The projection of light from low-beam headlamps[image: External link] is asymmetrical. The kerbside lamp projects light forwards, while the other headlamp dips the beam down and away from oncoming traffic, so as not to dazzle drivers coming in the opposite direction. In Europe, headlamps approved for use on one side of the road must be adaptable to produce adequate illumination with controlled glare for temporarily driving on the other side of the road.[50] This is done by affixing masking strips or prismatic lenses to a designated part of the lens or by moving all or part of the headlamp optic so all or part of the beam is shifted or the asymmetrical portion is occluded.[50] Some cars have a built in adjustment to adapt the projection mechanically.[51]
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 Worldwide distribution by country




Of the 193 countries currently recognized by the United Nations[image: External link], 139 use RHT and 54 use LHT. A country and its territories and dependencies is counted once.



	Country
	Road traffic
	Road switched sides
	Multi-track rail[image: External link] traffic generally
	Notes



	  Afghanistan[image: External link]
	RHT
	
	LHT
	Was LHT until the 1950s, in line with neighbouring British Raj[image: External link] and later Pakistan.[52]



	  Albania[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	RHT
	



	  Algeria[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	
	



	  Andorra[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	
	



	  Angola[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	1928
	
	



	 Antigua and Barbuda[image: External link]
	LHT[53]
	
	
	



	 Argentina
	RHT
	10 June 1945
	LHT
	The anniversary on 10 June is still observed each year as Día de la Seguridad Vial (road safety day).[54]



	  Armenia[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	
	



	 Australia
	LHT[55]
	
	LHT
	Commonwealth. Includes  Christmas Island,  Cocos Islands,  Norfolk Island



	 Austria
	RHT
	1921 in Vorarlberg[image: External link], 1930 in North Tyrol[image: External link], 1935 in Carinthia[image: External link] and East Tyrol[image: External link], 1938 in the rest of the country.
	RHT[56]
	Originally LHT, like most of former Austria-Hungary[image: External link].



	  Azerbaijan[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	
	



	 Bahamas
	LHT[53]
	
	
	



	  Bahrain[image: External link]
	RHT
	1967
	
	Former British protectorate. Switched to same side as neighbours.[57]



	 Bangladesh
	LHT[53]
	
	LHT
	



	  Barbados[image: External link]
	LHT
	
	
	



	  Belgium[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	1899
	LHT
	The Brussels Metro[image: External link] runs on the right.



	  Belarus[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	
	



	 Belize
	RHT
	1961[2]
	
	Former British colony. Switched to same side as neighbours.



	  Benin[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	
	



	  Bhutan[image: External link]
	LHT[53]
	
	
	Under British protection before 1949.



	  Bolivia[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	
	



	 Botswana
	LHT[53]
	
	
	



	 Brazil
	RHT
	1928[53]
	LHT
	A Portuguese colony until the early 19th century[image: External link], switched some states still using LHT[58] to RHT in 1928.[59]



	  Brunei[image: External link]
	LHT[53]
	
	
	



	 Bosnia and Herzegovina[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	
	Switched sides after the collapse of Austria-Hungary[image: External link].



	  Bulgaria[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	RHT
	



	 Burkina Faso[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	
	



	  Burundi[image: External link]
	RHT
	
	
	Considering switching to LHT[60] in line with neighbours Tanzania, Kenya and Uganda.



	  Cambodia[image: External link]
	RHT
	
	
	RHT implemented while part of French Indochina[image: External link]. RHD cars, many of which were smuggled from Thailand, were banned from 2001, even though they accounted for 80% of vehicles in the country.[61]



	 Cameroon
	RHT[53]
	1961
	
	



	 Canada
	RHT
	1920s
	RHT
	Territories now in Canada have always been RHT, except British Columbia[image: External link], which changed to RHT in stages from 1920 to 1923,[62][63] and New Brunswick[image: External link], Nova Scotia[image: External link], and Prince Edward Island[image: External link] which changed in 1922, 1923, and 1924 respectively.[64] Newfoundland and Labrador[image: External link] changed to RHT in 1947 while still a dominion of the British Empire, two years before joining Canada.[65]



	 Cape Verde[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	1928
	
	



	 Central African Republic[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	
	



	  Chad[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	
	



	 Chile
	RHT[53]
	
	LHT
	The Santiago Metro[image: External link] uses RHT.



	  China[image: External link]
	RHT/LHT[55]
	1946
	LHT/RHT
	At one time, northern provinces were RHT due to American influence, while southern provinces were LHT due to British influence. LHT was uniform in the 1930s. China includes LHT  Hong Kong and   Macau[image: External link], former colonies of Britain and Portugal, respectively.

Most metro systems[image: External link] use RHT, with the exception of the Hong Kong MTR[image: External link].



	  Colombia[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	
	



	  Comoros[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	
	



	  Congo[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	
	



	 Democratic Republic of Congo[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	
	



	 Costa Rica[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	
	



	 Côte d'Ivoire[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	
	



	  Croatia[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	RHT
	Unlike most of Austria-Hungary was RHT but changed to LHT during the First World War[image: External link]. Switched to RHT on joining the Kingdom of Yugoslavia[image: External link].



	 Cuba
	RHT[53]
	
	
	



	 Cyprus
	LHT[53]
	
	
	Former British colony.



	 Czech Republic
	RHT[53]
	1939
	RHT
	Was LHT, like most of former Austria-Hungary, switched during the German occupation of Czechoslovakia[image: External link].



	  Denmark[image: External link]
	RHT
	
	RHT[66]
	Includes  Faroe Islands[image: External link] and   Greenland[image: External link]



	  Djibouti[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	
	



	  Dominica[image: External link]
	LHT[53]
	
	
	Former British colony.



	 Dominican Republic[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	
	



	 East Timor
	LHT
	1976
	
	Originally LHT, like its colonial power Portugal. Switched to RHT with Portugal in 1928.[2] Under the Indonesian occupation of East Timor[image: External link], changed back to LHT in 1976.



	  Ecuador[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	LHT
	



	  Egypt[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	LHT
	Road vehicles are RHT due to French influence, but railway system was built by British companies.



	 El Salvador[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	
	



	 Equatorial Guinea[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	
	



	  Eritrea[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	1964
	
	



	  Estonia[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	RHT
	



	  Ethiopia[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	1964
	LHT
	



	  Fiji[image: External link]
	LHT
	
	
	



	 Finland
	RHT
	1858
	RHT
	Formerly ruled by LHT Sweden, switched to RHT as the Grand Duchy of Finland[image: External link] by Russian decree.[67]



	  France[image: External link]
	RHT
	1792
	LHT[68]/RHT
	Includes  French Polynesia,  New Caledonia,  Saint Pierre and Miquelon[image: External link],  Wallis and Futuna,  French Guiana[image: External link],   Réunion[image: External link],  Saint Barthélemy[image: External link],  Collectivity of Saint Martin[image: External link],   Guadeloupe[image: External link],   Mayotte[image: External link].



	  Gabon[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	
	



	 Gambia
	RHT [53]
	1965
	
	



	  Georgia[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	RHT
	



	  Germany[image: External link]
	RHT[69]
	
	RHT
	



	  Ghana[image: External link]
	RHT
	1974
	
	Former British colony. When changing to RHT a Twi language[image: External link] slogan was "Nifa, Nifa Enan" or "Right, Right, Fourth".[70]



	  Greece[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	RHT
	



	 Grenada
	LHT[53]
	
	
	



	  Guatemala[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	
	



	  Guinea[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	
	



	  Guinea-Bissau[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	1928
	
	



	 Guyana
	LHT[53]
	
	
	



	  Haiti[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	
	



	  Honduras[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	
	



	 Hungary
	RHT[53]
	1941
	RHT
	Originally LHT, like most of Austria-Hungary[image: External link].



	 Iceland
	RHT
	1968
	
	The day of the switch was known as H-dagurinn. Most passenger cars were already LHD.



	  Iran[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	RHT
	



	  Iraq[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	
	



	 India
	LHT[53]
	
	LHT
	Former British colony.



	  Indonesia[image: External link]
	LHT[55]
	
	RHT[71]
	Trains in future Jakarta Mass Rapid Transit will drive on left



	 Ireland
	LHT[53]
	
	LHT
	



	  Israel[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	RHT
	



	  Italy[image: External link]
	RHT
	1920s
	LHT
	Until 1927 the countryside was RHT while cities were LHT.[72] Rome changed to RHT in 1924 and Milan in 1926. Alfa Romeo[image: External link] and Lancia[image: External link] did not produce LHD cars until as late as 1950 and 1953 respectively, as many drivers favoured the RHD layout even in RHT as this offered the driver a clearer view of the edge of the road in mountainous regions at a time when many such roads lacked barriers or walls.[73]

The metro systems in Brescia[image: External link], Genoa[image: External link], Milan[image: External link], and Turin[image: External link] use RHT, as well as all tram systems.



	 Jamaica
	LHT[53]
	
	
	



	  Japan[image: External link]
	LHT[74]
	
	LHT
	
Post-World War II Okinawa[image: External link] was ruled by the United States Civil Administration of the Ryukyu Islands[image: External link] and was RHT. It was returned to Japan in 1972 went LHT in 1978.[75] The conversion operation was known as 730[image: External link] (Nana-San-Maru, which means Nana(7)-San(3)-Maru(0)). Okinawa is one of few places to have changed from RHT to LHT in the late 20th century.





	  Jordan[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	
	RHT, despite the Mandate for Palestine and the Transjordan memorandum being under British rule till 1946.



	  Kazakhstan[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	RHT
	



	 Kenya
	LHT[76]
	
	
	British colony until 1963.



	 Kiribati
	LHT[53]
	
	
	



	 North Korea[image: External link] and  South Korea[image: External link]
	RHT
	1946
	LHT
	Korea had been LHT because of the influence of Japan[image: External link] in the 1900s. Switched to RHT under Soviet and American occupation after 1945.



	  Kuwait[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	
	



	  Kyrgyzstan[image: External link]
	RHT
	
	
	Former part of RHT Soviet Union[image: External link]. In 2012, over 20,000 cheaper used RHD cars were imported from Japan.[77]



	  Laos[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	LHT
	RHT implemented while part of French Indochina[image: External link].



	  Latvia[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	RHT
	



	  Lebanon[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	
	Former French mandate.



	 Lesotho
	LHT[53]
	
	
	



	 Liberia
	RHT[53]
	
	
	



	  Libya[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	
	



	  Liechtenstein[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	
	



	  Lithuania[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	
	



	  Luxembourg[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	RHT
	



	  Macedonia[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	
	



	  Madagascar[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	
	



	 Malawi
	LHT[53]
	
	
	



	  Malaysia[image: External link]
	LHT[53]
	
	LHT
	Former British colony. Although the Malaysia[image: External link] drives on the left, there is some part of the road where drives on the right such as in Bulatan Batu Caves.[78]



	  Maldives[image: External link]
	LHT[53]
	
	
	



	  Mali[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	
	



	 Malta
	LHT[53]
	
	
	British colony until 1964.



	 Marshall Islands
	RHT[53]
	
	
	



	  Mauritania[image: External link]
	RHT
	
	
	Mining roads between Fdérik[image: External link] and Zouérat[image: External link] are LHT.[79]



	 Mauritius
	LHT[53]
	
	
	Former British colony. Island nation.



	  Mexico[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	RHT
	



	  Micronesia[image: External link]
	RHT [53]
	
	RHT
	



	  Moldova[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	RHT
	



	  Monaco[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	LHT
	



	  Mongolia[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	RHT
	



	  Montenegro[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	
	



	  Morocco[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	
	



	 Mozambique
	LHT[80]
	
	
	



	  Myanmar[image: External link]
	RHT
	1970
	LHT
	Much of infrastructure still geared to LHT, most cars are pre-owned RHD vehicles, imported from Japan.[81]



	 Netherlands
	RHT
	1906[82]
	RHT
	Rotterdam was LHT until 1917.[83] Includes   Curaçao[image: External link],  Sint Maarten, and   Aruba[image: External link]



	 Namibia
	LHT
	1918
	
	RHT as a German colony. After South Africa occupied German South-West Africa[image: External link] during World War I, switched to LHT.[2] South-West Africa[image: External link] was made a South African mandate by the League of Nations, and the new rule of the road was established in law.[84]



	 Nauru
	LHT[53]
	1918
	
	



	    Nepal[image: External link]
	LHT[85]
	
	
	



	 New Zealand
	LHT[55]
	
	LHT
	Includes territories  Niue and  Cook Islands[image: External link]



	  Nicaragua[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	
	



	  Niger[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	
	



	  Nigeria[image: External link]
	RHT
	1972[86]
	
	Former British colony. Switched to RHT as it is surrounded by former French RHT colonies.



	  Norway[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	RHT
	



	  Oman[image: External link]
	RHT
	
	
	Not a party to the Vienna Convention on Road Traffic and bans all foreign-registered RHD vehicles.[87]



	 Palau
	RHT[53]
	
	RHT
	



	  Palestine[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	
	



	 Pakistan
	LHT[53]
	
	LHT
	



	  Panama[image: External link]
	RHT
	1943[88]
	
	



	 Papua New Guinea
	LHT[53]
	
	
	



	  Paraguay[image: External link]
	RHT
	1945[89]
	
	



	 Peru
	RHT[53]
	
	LHT
	



	 Philippines
	RHT
	1946[36]
	RHT
	LHT up until the Battle of Manila[image: External link] in 1945



	  Poland[image: External link]
	RHT
	
	RHT
	Partitions of Poland[image: External link] belonging to the German Empire[image: External link] and the Russian Empire[image: External link] were RHT. Partitions that were part of Austria-Hungary were LHT and changed to RHT in the 1920s.[90]



	 Portugal
	RHT[55]
	1928
	LHT
	Colonies Goa[image: External link], Macau and Mozambique, which had land borders with LHT countries, did not switch and continue to drive on the left.[80]



	  Qatar[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	
	



	  Romania[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	RHT
	



	 Russia
	RHT[53]
	
	RHT



	 Rwanda
	RHT[60]
	
	
	Former Belgian mandate. Considering switching to LHT[60][91] like its neighbours Tanzania, Kenya and Uganda.



	 Saint Kitts and Nevis[image: External link]
	LHT
	
	
	



	 Saint Lucia
	LHT
	
	
	



	 Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
	LHT
	
	
	



	 Samoa
	LHT
	2009
	
	Switched to LHT to allow the import cars more cheaply from Australia, New Zealand and Japan.[55]



	 San Marino[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	
	



	 São Tomé and Príncipe[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	1928
	
	



	 Saudi Arabia
	RHT[53]
	
	
	



	  Senegal[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	
	



	  Serbia[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	RHT
	Vojvodina[image: External link] was LHT while part of Austria-Hungary.



	 Seychelles
	LHT[53]
	
	
	



	 Sierra Leone
	RHT
	1971[92]
	
	Importation of RHD vehicles was banned in 2013.[93]



	 Singapore
	LHT[53]
	
	
	Former British colony.



	  Slovakia[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	1939–41
	RHT
	



	  Slovenia[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	LHT
	



	 Solomon Islands
	LHT[53]
	
	
	



	  Somalia[image: External link]
	RHT
	1968[94]
	
	



	 South Africa
	LHT[95][96]
	
	LHT
	Former British colony.



	 South Sudan
	RHT
	1973
	
	Was LHT during the period of British colonial rule[image: External link]. Split from Sudan in 2011 after the majority of the population voted for independence.



	 Spain
	RHT
	1924
	RHT
	Up to the 1920s Barcelona[image: External link] was RHT, and Madrid[image: External link] was LHT until 1924. The Madrid Metro[image: External link] is LHT.[97]



	 Sri Lanka[image: External link]
	LHT[53]
	
	LHT
	Former British Colony.



	 Sudan
	RHT[53]
	1973
	
	Former British Colony.



	  Suriname[image: External link]
	LHT[53]
	
	
	



	 Swaziland
	LHT[53]
	
	
	



	 Sweden
	RHT[53]
	1967
	LHT
	



	   Switzerland[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	LHT
	



	  Syria[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	
	



	  Taiwan[image: External link]
	RHT
	1946
	
	Was LHT during the period of Japanese rule[image: External link]. The government of the Republic of China[image: External link] changed Taiwan to RHT in 1946 along with the rest of China.[98]



	  Tajikistan[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	RHT
	



	 Tanzania
	LHT[53]
	
	
	



	 Thailand
	LHT[55]
	
	LHT
	One of the few LHT countries not a former British colony. Shares long land border with RHT Laos and Cambodia.



	  Togo[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	
	



	 Tonga
	LHT[53]
	
	
	



	 Trinidad and Tobago
	LHT[99]
	
	
	Former British colony.



	  Tunisia[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	
	French RHT was enforced in the French protectorate of Tunisia[image: External link] from 1881.



	  Turkey[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	RHT
	



	  Turkmenistan[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	RHT
	



	 Tuvalu
	LHT[53]
	
	
	



	 Uganda
	LHT[53]
	
	
	



	  Ukraine[image: External link]
	RHT
	1922[90]
	RHT
	Was LHT, like most of former Austria-Hungary. Carpathian Ruthenia[image: External link] remained LHT as part of Czechoslovakia before switching in 1941 as part of Hungary. The rest of Ukraine, having been part of the Russian Empire[image: External link], already drove on the right.



	 United Arab Emirates[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	RHT
	



	 United Kingdom
	LHT
	
	LHT/RHT
	Includes Crown Dependencies and Overseas Territories  Isle of Man,  Guernsey,  Jersey,  Anguilla,  Bermuda,  British Virgin Islands,  Cayman Islands, Channel Islands,  Falkland Islands,  Montserrat,  Pitcairn Islands,  Turks and Caicos Islands,  Saint Helena, Ascension, Tristan da Cunha.  Gibraltar has been RHT since 1929 because of its land border with Spain.[100]



	 United States
	RHT
	
	RHT/LHT[101]
	Includes  American Samoa,   Guam[image: External link],  Northern Mariana Islands,  Puerto Rico.  U.S. Virgin Islands is LHT, like much of the Caribbean.



	  Uruguay[image: External link]
	RHT[89]
	1945
	
	Became LHT in 1918, but as in some other countries in South America, changed to RHT on 2 September 1945. A speed limit of 30 km/h (19 mph) was observed until 30 September for safety.



	  Uzbekistan[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	RHT
	



	 Vanuatu
	RHT[102]
	
	
	



	  Venezuela[image: External link]
	RHT[53]
	
	LHT
	



	 Vietnam
	RHT[53]
	
	LHT
	Became RHT as French Indochina[image: External link].



	  Yemen[image: External link]
	RHT
	1977[2]
	
	South Yemen[image: External link], formerly the British colony of Aden[image: External link], changed to RHT 1977. A series of postage stamps[image: External link] commemorating the event was issued.[103] North Yemen[image: External link] was already RHT.



	 Zambia
	LHT[53]
	
	
	



	 Zimbabwe
	LHT
	
	LHT
	Former British colony. In 2010 the government attempted to ban LHD vehicles.[104]
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 Traffic behaviour






	Manoeuvre
	LHT
	RHT



	Unless overtaking stay on the
	left
	right



	In roundabouts[image: External link] traffic rotates
	clockwise
	counterclockwise



	Oncoming traffic is seen coming from the
	right
	left



	Traffic must cross oncoming traffic when turning
	right
	left



	Most traffic signs[image: External link] are on the
	left
	right



	
Pedestrians[image: External link] crossing a two-way road look first for traffic from their
	right
	left



	
Dual carriageway[image: External link] ramps are on the
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	right



	After stopping at a red light it may be legal to turn
	left
	right
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Telephone numbers in Australia






The Australian telephone numbering plan describes the allocation of phone numbers[image: External link] in Australia. It has changed many times, the most recent major reorganisation by the Australian Communications and Media Authority[image: External link] taking place between 1994 and 1998.[1]
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 Overview




For landline telephony, Australia is now geographically divided into four large areas, most of which cover more than one State and/or Territory. All "Local" telephone numbers within these four areas are of eight digits, consisting (mainly) of a four digit "Exchange" code plus a four digit number. The "National 'Significant' Number" consists of a single digit "Area" code followed by the "Local" eight digit number - a total of nine digits. Within Australia, to access the "Number" of a landline telephone in an "Area" other than that in which the caller is located (including a caller using a "Mobile" 'phone), firstly it is necessary to dial the Australian "Trunk Access Code" of 0 plus the "Area" code, followed by the "Local" Number. Thus, the "Full National Number" (FNN) has ten digits: 0x xxxx xxxx.

The Australian "Trunk Access Code" (0) and the following digit(s) specify the type of service required. The following is a high level[clarification needed[image: External link]] listing of the numbering plan (including the "Trunk Access Code"), presented in domestic format. (Geographical region boundaries do not exactly follow State borders.)


	
000 Emergency access

	
0011 International access (Certain other prefixes are also in use by certain service providers, see below)

	
01 Alternative phone services

	
02 Geographic: Central East region (NSW, ACT)

	
03 Geographic: South-east region (VIC, TAS)

	
04 Digital Mobile services (GSM, 3G[image: External link] and 4G[image: External link])

	
05 Digital Mobile services (0550 allocated to Location Independent Communication Services)

	
07 Geographic: North-east region (QLD)

	
08 Geographic: Central and West region (SA, NT, WA)

	
1 Non-geographic numbers (mostly for domestic use only) and override prefixes.



The current numbering plan would appear to be sufficient to cope with potential increase in demand for services for quite some time to come. The 06 and 09 area codes are completely unused. In addition, each current area code has large number "ranges" unallocated.

When dialing from outside Australia, after dialing the appropriate International Access Code it is necessary to dial the Country Code for Australia (61) followed by the nine digit "National 'Significant' Number". (The + symbol is used to represent International Access Code, e.g. +61 3 xxxx xxxx for a number in Victoria/Tasmania or +61 4xx xxx xxx for a "Mobile" number). Some numbers beginning with a 1 may be dialled without any replacement, after dialling the required International Access Code and the Country Code for Australia (+61). (see below)

Australian "Local Area" numbers are of eight digits in length, conventionally written in the form xxxx xxxx. "Mobile" (Cell Phone) numbers are written in the form of ten digits in length since, when dialed within Australia, the Trunk Access Code 0 must be included, plus 4, which indicates the Service required is a "Mobile" number. Mobile numbers are conventionally written 04xx xxx xxx. If a landline or mobile number is written where it may be viewed by an international audience (e.g. in an email signature or on a website) then the number is often written as +61 x xxxx xxxx or +61 4xx xxx xxx respectively.

(The Australian National "Trunk Access Code" of 0 is not used for calls originated from locations outside Australia.)
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 Geographic numbers




Fixed line telephone numbers in Australia exist within four "areas", each specified by a single digit "area code".

(Within Australia, to access a number in another "Area" it is necessary firstly to dial the "Trunk Access Code" of 0, followed by the "Area Code" and then the specific "Local" number.)

In major centres, the first four digits specify the CCA (Call Collection Area, also known as an "exchange"), and the remaining digits specify a number at that exchange, up to 10,000 of which may be connected. Smaller Exchanges in more remote areas may be specified by five or six "local" digits, meaning that no more than 1,000 or 100 numbers respectively could be connected to such exchanges.

To access numbers in the same area, it is necessary only to dial the eight digits concerned. To access a number in another "Area" it is necessary firstly to dial the "Trunk Access Code" of 0, followed by the area code (2, 3, 7 or 8) and then the specific "Local" number.

The area codes do not exactly match State/Territory boundaries. Notable are the part of New South Wales around Broken Hill[image: External link] (a large part of the state's area but less than 1% of its population), which uses (08) 80xx numbers,[2] and Wodonga[image: External link], which is in Victoria but is within the New South Wales (02) area code. Physical exchanges can be allocated one or more prefixes and modern technology allows sub-sets of these number ranges to be allocated to switching entities physically located at a distance from the "exchange" in which their controlling computer is located. (Thus, the concept of what is a "telephone exchange" can become somewhat blurred.)

Landlines use an open dialling plan[image: External link]: if the caller's phone shares the same area code as the called phone, the area code may be omitted. For example, a call from the number (02) 5551 5678, to the number (02) 7010 1111, will be connected if the caller dials only 7010 1111. Similarly, a person who dials 7010 5678 on a land-line or mobile phone in Melbourne (i.e., within the 03 area) will be connected to 03 7010 5678. For this reason, landline numbers are often specified without the area code. If a person's number and the destination number share the same area code, then the area code is not required, even if it is not a "local" (untimed) call.

However, the "Full National Number" may always be dialled. In fact, the full "International Number" may always be dialled, since the Australian telephone network has the "intelligence" to recognise when the destination required is either "International", in a different "National" area or within the "Local" area – and to switch and charge the call accordingly. Thus, it is strongly recommended that telephone numbers should be stored in mobile phones in the form of the full "International Number", should the owner of the phone be likely to use the phone concerned in an area away from "home", either within Australia or internationally.
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Within Australia, Mobile phone numbers traditionally begin with 04 - the Australian National "Trunk Access Code" 0, plus the Mobile indicator 4 - followed by eight digits. This is conventionally written as 04aa bbb ccc or 04aa bb cc dd within Australia, or as +61 4 yyyy xxxx for an international audience. (http://www.acma.gov.au/Industry/Telco/Numbering/Numbering-Plan/phone-number-meanings-numbering-i-acma[image: External link])

The y-digit codes are allocated per network, although with the introduction of number portability, there is no longer a fixed relationship between the mobile phone number and the network it uses.

Within Australia, mobile numbers must always be dialed with all 10 digits, regardless of the caller's location. 04 is the National Trunk Access Code plus a prefix indicating the service required and not an "area code", as such.

In 2015 the 05 range (other than 0550) was also allocated to Digital Mobile Phones.
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Geographical areas are identified by the first few digits of the local number:
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 Central East region (02)





	
02 33 Gosford[image: External link], Central Coast [geo 1]


	
02 37 Armidale, Tamworth, Northern Tablelands [geo 2]


	
02 38 Bowral[image: External link], Crookwell[image: External link], Goulburn[image: External link], Marulan [geo 1]


	
02 39 Griffith, Wagga Wagga, Riverina [geo 2]


	
02 40 Newcastle, Lower Hunter [geo 3]


	
02 41 Newcastle, Lower Hunter [geo 1]


	
02 42 Wollongong


	
02 43 Gosford, Central Coast

	
02 44 Batemans Bay, Moruya, Nowra[image: External link]


	
02 45 Windsor[image: External link], Richmond[image: External link]


	
02 46 Campbelltown[image: External link]


	
02 47 Penrith[image: External link], Blue Mountains[image: External link]


	
02 48 Bowral, Crookwell, Goulburn, Marulan

	
02 49 Newcastle, Lower Hunter

	
02 50 Albury[image: External link], Corryong, Wodonga [geo 1]


	
02 51 Canberra[image: External link], Queanbeyan, Yass [geo 1]


	
02 52 Canberra, Queanbeyan, Yass [geo 1]


	
02 53 Bathurst[image: External link], Orange[image: External link]. [geo 3]


	
02 54 Bega, Merimbula, Tathra, Cooma [geo 2]


	
02 55 Kempsey[image: External link], Taree[image: External link], Lord Howe Island[image: External link], Muswellbrook[image: External link] [geo 3] [geo 4]


	
02 56 Murwillumbah[image: External link], Grafton, Lismore [geo 3]


	
02 57 Armidale, Tamworth, Northern Tablelands [geo 3]


	
02 58 Bourke[image: External link], Dubbo, Far West. [geo 3]


	
02 59 Griffith, Wagga Wagga, Riverina [geo 3]


	
02 60 Albury, Corryong, Wodonga

	
02 61 Canberra, Queanbeyan, Yass [geo 3]


	
02 62 Canberra, Queanbeyan, Yass

	
02 63 Bathurst[image: External link], Orange[image: External link], Cowra

	
02 64 Bega, Merimbula, Tathra, Cooma

	
02 65 Port Macquarie, Kempsey, Taree, Lord Howe Island, Muswellbrook.

	
02 66 Coffs Harbour, Grafton, Lismore

	
02 67 Armidale, Glen Innes, Gunnedah, Inverell, Moree, Narrabri, Tamworth[image: External link]


	
02 68 Bourke, Dubbo, Far West

	
02 69 Griffith, Wagga Wagga, Riverina

	
02 7 Sydney [geo 1][geo 4]


	
02 8 Sydney [geo 3]


	
02 9 Sydney
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 South-east region (03)





	
03 32 Geelong, Colac [geo 2]


	
03 33 Ballarat [geo 2]


	
03 34 Bendigo [geo 2]


	
03 40 Mildura[image: External link], Balranald [geo 3]


	
03 41 Traralgon, Bairnsdale [geo 1]


	
03 42 Geelong, Colac [geo 1]


	
03 43 Ballarat [geo 3]


	
03 44 Bendigo [geo 3]


	
03 45 Warrnambool[image: External link] [geo 1]


	
03 47 Wangaratta [geo 3]


	
03 48 Deniliquin, Numurkah, Shepparton [geo 1]


	
03 49 Mornington [geo 3]


	
03 50 Mildura, Balranald

	
03 51 Traralgon, Bairnsdale

	
03 52 Colac, Geelong

	
03 53 Ballarat

	
03 54 Bendigo

	
03 55 Warrnambool, Casterton, Portland [geo 4]


	
03 56 Drouin, Foster, Warragul, Wonthaggi

	
03 57 Wangaratta

	
03 58 Deniliquin, Shepparton

	
03 59 Mornington, Pakenham, Rosebud, Warburton, Yarra Ranges

	
03 61 Hobart [geo 3]


	
03 62 Hobart


	
03 63 Launceston

	
03 64 Devonport, Burnie, Queenstown

	
03 65 Devonport, Burnie, Queenstown [geo 1]


	
03 67 Launceston [geo 1]


	
03 7 Melbourne [geo 1][geo 4]


	
03 8 Melbourne [geo 3]


	
03 9 Melbourne
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 North-east region (07)





	
07 2 Brisbane, Bribie Island [geo 1]


	
07 3 Brisbane[image: External link], Bribie Island

	
07 40 Cairns, Far North Queensland[image: External link]


	
07 41 Bundaberg, Kingaroy

	
07 42 Cairns [geo 3]


	
07 43 Bundaberg, Kingaroy [geo 1]


	
07 44 Townsville, North Queensland[image: External link] [geo 3]


	
07 45 Toowoomba, Roma, south-west [geo 3]


	
07 46 Toowoomba, Roma, South West

	
07 47 Townsville, North Queensland

	
07 48 Rockhampton[image: External link], Mackay[image: External link] [geo 3]


	
07 49 Rockhampton, Mackay, Gladstone[image: External link]


	
07 52 Sunshine Coast, Esk, Nambour, Gatton, Caboolture [geo 1]


	
07 53 Sunshine Coast, Esk, Nambour, Gatton, Caboolture [geo 3]


	
07 54 Sunshine Coast, Esk, Nambour, Gatton, Caboolture

	
07 55 Gold Coast, Beaudesert [geo 4]


	
07 56 Gold Coast, Beaudesert [geo 3]


	
07 57 Gold Coast, Beaudesert [geo 1]


	
07 70 Cairns, Far North Queensland[image: External link] [geo 2]


	
07 75 Inglewood, Toowoomba [geo 2]


	
07 76 Inglewood, Toowoomba [geo 1]


	
07 77 Townsville, North Queensland [geo 2]


	
07 79 Rockhampton, Mackay, Gladstone[image: External link] [geo 2]
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 Central and West region (08)





	
08 25 Riverland, Murraylands [geo 2]


	
08 26 Ceduna [geo 2]


	
08 51 Port Hedland [geo 1]


	
08 52 Perth[image: External link] [geo 1]


	
08 53 Perth [geo 1]


	
08 54 Perth [geo 1]


	
08 55 Bullsbrook East, Northam, Pinjarra (Mandurah) [geo 2]


	
08 58 Albany [geo 2]


	
08 60 Kalgoorlie, Merredin, Goldfields-Esperance[image: External link] [geo 3]


	
08 61 Perth [geo 3]


	
08 62 Perth [geo 3]


	
08 63 Perth [geo 3]


	
08 64 Perth [geo 3]


	
08 65 Perth [geo 3]


	
08 66 Moora [geo 1]


	
08 67 Bridgetown, Bunbury [geo 1]


	
08 68 Albany [geo 3]


	
08 69 Geraldton [geo 2]


	
08 70 Adelaide [geo 3][geo 4]


	
08 71 Adelaide [geo 3]


	
08 72 Adelaide [geo 3]


	
08 73 Adelaide [geo 3]


	
08 74 Adelaide [geo 3]


	
08 75 Riverland, Murraylands [geo 3]


	
08 76 Ceduna [geo 3]


	
08 77 South East [geo 1]


	
08 78 Mid North [geo 1]


	
08 79 Northern Territory (Alice Springs[image: External link], Darwin) [geo 3]


	
08 80 Broken Hill[image: External link]


	
08 81 Adelaide [geo 3]


	
08 82 Adelaide

	
08 83 Adelaide

	
08 84 Adelaide

	
08 85 Riverland, Murraylands

	
08 86 Ceduna

	
08 87 South East

	
08 88 Mid North

	
08 89 Northern Territory (Alice Springs, Darwin)

	
08 90 Kalgoorlie

	
08 91 Derby [inc. Cocos/Keeling[image: External link] & Christmas Islands[image: External link].]

	
08 92 Perth[image: External link]


	
08 93 Perth

	
08 94 Perth

	
08 95 Bullsbrook East, Northam, Pinjarra (Mandurah)

	
08 96 Moora

	
08 97 Bunbury, Busselton, Bridgetown, Collie

	
08 98 Albany

	
08 99 Geraldton





	
^ a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z aa Prefixes proposed by ACMA[image: External link] and legislated in early 2008.[3] Note, some of these numbers are now actually in use


	
^ a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o New in 2012


	
^ a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z aa ab ac ad ae af ag ah ai aj ak al Added since renumbering


	
^ a b c d e f 0x 5550 and 0x 7010 reserved for fictitious use.[4]
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 Non-geographic numbers
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 Mobile phone numbers (04, 05)




Each mobile phone company is allocated numbers in blocks, which are listed below. However mobile number portability means an individual number might have been " ported[image: External link]". There are also many MVNOs[image: External link] which use numbers from their wholesaler or might have their own ranges. A search function is also available on the ACMA website[image: External link].

ACMA plans to introduce the "05" range for mobile numbers in 2017, when the "04" range is expected to be exhausted.[5]



	Allocation for numbers in the range 04xy z00 000 – 04xy z99 999



	y
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9



	z
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9



	040yz
	Telstra[image: External link]
	Optus[image: External link]
	Vodafone[image: External link]
	Telstra



	041yz
	Vodafone
	Optus
	Vodafone
	Telstra



	042yz
	*
	Vodafone
	Optus
	Vodafone
	Telstra



	043yz
	Vodafone
	Optus
	Vodafone
	Optus
	Telstra



	044yz
	Spare
	T
	*
	Spare
	Telstra
	Vodafone



	045yz
	Vodafone
	Spare
	Telstra



	046yz
	Spare
	Optus
	Telstra
	
	Optus
	Lycamobile[image: External link]



	047yz
	Lycamobile
	Spare
	Telstra
	Optus
	



	048yz
	Spare
	Optus
	Spare
	Telstra
	Spare
	Telstra
	P
	T
	*
	
	*
	P



	049yz
	Telstra
	
	*
	Spare
	Telstra






	*Allocation of numbers in these ranges



	Multi
	Range
	Provider



	04200
	0420 000 000 – 0420 019 999
	Rail Corporation New South Wales



	0420 020 000 – 0420 029 999
	Dialogue Communications Pty Limited



	0420 030 000 – 0420 039 999
	Symbio Network Pty Ltd



	0420 040 000 – 0420 089 999
	Spare



	0420 090 000 - 0420 099 999
	CLX



	04201
	0420 100 000 – 0420 109 999
	Pivotel Satellite Pty Limited



	0420 110 000 – 0420 119 999
	COMPATEL Limited



	0420 120 000 – 0420 199 999
	Spare



	04445
	0444 500 000 - 0444 599 999
	MBLOX



	04888
	0488 800 000 – 0488 899 999
	Pivotel



	04890
	0489 000 000 – 0489 909 999
	Novatel Telephony Pty Ltd



	04898
	0489 800 000 – 0489 839 999
	Spare



	0489 840 000 – 0489 849 999
	Victorian Rail Track



	0489 850 000 – 0489 899 999
	Spare



	04899
	0489 900 000 – 0489 999 999
	Pivotel



	04915
	0491 500 000 – 0491 569 999
	Spare



	0491 570 000 – 0491 579 999
	ACMA



	0491 580 000 – 0491 599 999
	Spare
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 Satellite phone numbers (014)




Numbers beginning with 014 are predominantly used for satellite services. Parts of the 014 prefix had previously been used as a 9 digit, AMPS mobile phone access code.

The 01471 prefix is the ten-digit replacement for the previous, nine-digit ITERRA satellite phone code 0071 xxxxx. Prior to its use for ITERRA (and other satellite services). These numbers were allocated in March 1999.

0145xxxxxx numbers are used for services utilised on the Optus network in Australia. This is predominantly used for MobileSat and Thuraya mobile satellite services. These numbers were allocated in December 1992: 220,000 with the rest "spare".

The prefixes 0141, 0142, 0143, 0145 and 0147 are set aside for satellite systems; the rest of the 014 prefix range is currently not allocated to any other service type. There is not a lot of demand for these services, and many satellite phones now have normal mobile phone numbers (prefix 04), so it is not likely for the entire 014 range to be allocated to satellite services.
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 Location independent communications service (0550)




These numbers are designed for VoIP (Voice over Internet Protocol) systems, where they work like a fixed number but not allocated on a geographical level. It is possible that LICS numbers will be absorbed into mobile numbers in the future, as they provide similar features. Indeed, the July 2012 variation of the numbering plan allocated the rest of the 05 range to digital mobile numbering.[6]
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 Data numbers (0198)




All calls to 0198 numbers are a "local call" cost like 13 and 1300 numbers but are used for internet service provider access numbers. They are used both with dial up modems[image: External link] and ISDN[image: External link]. e.g. 0198 379 000 is the Dial-Up PoP number for iiNet[image: External link]
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 Obsolete numbers




Most numbers that are no longer used have been removed from the Telecommunications Numbering Plan 2015, whether in previous variations or in this complete replacement. (See below)

However, the 0163 prefix is still allocated for use with pagers. This was reduced from 016 in a variation to the previous numbering plan. As of March 2011 only 1000 numbers were allocated, and by the end of 2012 there were none allocated.
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 Non-geographic numbers (domestic use)




The following codes are not generally dialable from international points, but used in domestic dialling:


	
000[image: External link] – Emergency (Police, Fire, Ambulance)

	
106[image: External link] – TTY[image: External link] emergency (for the hearing-impaired)

	
11 – Community services

	
1100 – Dial Before You Dig

	
112[image: External link] – Alternative access to Emergency Services (Police, Fire, Ambulance; diallable from GSM mobile phones only)

	
119x – Community services (e.g. 1194 is time and 1196 is weather)





	
12 – Network services

	
122x – Operator services (e.g. 1223 is directory assistance)

	
1225 – International directory assistance

	
123x – Operator services (e.g. 1234 is Sensis personal assistance)

	
124xx – Operator services (e.g. 12456 is Sensis Call Connect)

	
125xxx – Telstra Mobile Services (e.g. 125111 is Telstra Mobile Customer Service)

	
1268x, 1268 xxxx and 1268 xxx xxx – Internal network services

	
127 – Testing numbers (e.g. 12722123 reads your number from a Telstra line, 12723123 reads your number for an Optus line) (length varies), dial 12722199 then hang up and the call is returned by the exchange (used to test handset functinlity)

	
1282 – Call information service

	
128xx – Call information service





	
13 xx xx and 1300 xxx xxx – "Local Rate" calls, except for VoIP and mobile phone users

	
1345 xxxx – Local rate calls (only used for back-to-base monitored alarm systems)

	
180 xxxx and 1800 xxx xxx – FreeCall

	
188 xxxx – Premium SMS (since moved to 19 range)

	
189 xx – Calling card service

	
19 xx xx and 19xx xxxx – Premium SMS

	
190x xxx xxx – Premium rate services (usually 1902 and 1900)



Some notes:


	These numbers do not have a Trunk Access Code prefix (0).

	The 106 number is believed to be the first nationwide TTY emergency service in the world.

	
13 xx xx, 1300 xxx xxx and 1800 xxx xxx numbers can provide source-based routing, used by organisations such as pizza chains that advertise one number nationwide that connects customers to their nearest store.

	Virtually all FreeCall numbers in use are 1800 xxx xxx, though some organisations do use the shorter 7-digit version.[7]


	Some of these numbers are dialable from locations outside Australia. It is up to the individual owner to set this up correctly (for 13 and 18 numbers at least) (e.g. +61 13x xxx)

	
911[image: External link] will not re-route to triple zero as the prefix 911x has been allocated to landlines under the current numbering plan.[8] 911 may redirect to 000 when using a mobile phone, like 112, but it is not encouraged as knowledge of these numbers causes confusion
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 Emergency services numbers (000, 106, 112)




000[image: External link] is the primary emergency telephone number[image: External link] in Australia. Secondary emergency numbers are 106[image: External link] (for use by the hearing impaired with a TTY terminal) and the international GSM[image: External link] mobile emergency telephone number 112[image: External link].

Increased awareness of the 112 emergency number[image: External link] in Australia has led to the potential for confusion over which number to call in an emergency. As a secondary emergency number, 112 is not guaranteed to work from all technologies; most notably, it does not work from landlines.[9] In order to encourage use of 000, mobile telephones imported commercially into Australia are required to be programmed to treat 000 in the same fashion as 112 (i.e. dialling with key lock enabled, use of any carrier, preferential routing, etc.).[10] On older or privately imported (e.g. roaming from another country) telephones, 000 may not receive such preferential treatment.

A proposed amendment to the Telecommunications (Consumer Protection and Service Standards) Act 1999 would prevent carriers from providing emergency services access to SIM-less devices, i.e. mobile telephones that do not have a SIM installed.[11]
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 Local Rate and FreeCall numbers (13, 180)




Australia uses the free call prefix 1800 for 10 digit freecall numbers. This is similar to the North American or NANPA[image: External link] prefix 1–800, but while in North America, the 1 is the long-distance or toll prefix and 800 is the area code; 1800 in Australia is itself a "virtual area code" (prior to the introduction of 8-digit numbers, the free call code was 008). There are also seven digit freecall numbers beginning with 180 – the only numbers currently allocated begin with 1802.

The 13 and 1300 numbers are known as Local Rate Numbers or SmartNumbers.[12] They are also known as priority 13, and priority 1300 numbers. These work across large areas (potentially the whole of Australia) and charge the caller only a low cost, routing the call to the appropriate place in a given area. For example, a company could have the number 139999 and have the telephone company set it up so that calls made in Melbourne would route to their Melbourne number, calls made in Brisbane to their Brisbane number, and calls made anywhere else in Australia route to their Sydney number, all at a local charge cost to the caller. 13 numbers were not available before the introduction of the current 8-digit local numbering plan. Businesses looking for local callers tend to connect to a "1300" number. Note that these numbers are called "Local Rate" and not "Local" numbers, so do not necessarily cost the same as a local call: Indeed, many (landline and mobile) phone plans do not even include them in the "included" credit and/or charge them at a higher rate than "normal" numbers.

Though promoted as "local call rate" calls, calls to 13 and 1300 numbers cost more than a local call fee for those people using VoIP and having all local and national calls free.[citation needed[image: External link]]

1800, 1300 and 13 numbers are reverse charge networks. Other than the length of the number, the differences between a 13 number and a 1300 number is that the shorter number has a higher fee for the owner of the number: there should be no difference in cost to the caller. A call to an 1800 is free when dialled from a landline. It depends on the individual mobile plan as how these numbers are charged: many plans now do not charge for 1800 but 1300 may still be charged at a high rate, or outside included calls.

These numbers "forward" to a geographic or mobile number. The recipient is usually charged at a set rate per second for each call, depending on plan and destination.
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 Premium numbers (19)




190x (not to be confused with 0198) is the prefix for premium rate services (e.g. recorded information, competition lines, psychics, phone sex, etc.). (Prior to the introduction of 8-digit local numbers, the prefix was 0055.) 190 numbers incur a rate as charged by the provider – either at a per-minute rate (limited at $5.50 per minute) or a fixed rate (up to $38.50 per call). The latter method is most often used for fax-back services, where a timed charge is not appropriate. Costs of 190 calls for competitions involving chance are also often limited by state legislation to $0.55 per call. (In the previous numbering plan, 0055 numbers were limited to three bands: Premium Rate, Value Rate and Budget Rate, with per minute rates of $0.75, $0.60 and $0.40 respectively.)

Other numbers beginning with 19 are used for premium-rate SMS services. These were originally trialled using the 188 prefix. These can range from a standard SMS cost (usually 25c), up to 55c for competition use, to several dollars for other uses, such as unique bid auctions[image: External link].


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 International access
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 Default (0011)




The main international prefix is 0011. (E.164 international format is supported from phones with the ability to dial the '+' symbol.[13])
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 Others




There are other codes for using a non-default carrier or a special plan:


	
0014 will route through the Primus network

	
0015 will use the Telstra network on a special mode for international faxing.

	
0018 will use the Telstra network

	
0019 will use the Optus network

	Other 4 and 5 digit prefixes beginning with 001 (and even 009) are available but have not been allocated.



However, carrier selection codes (14xx) are now also used, and carrier pre-selection is widely used.
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 Override prefixes
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 Provider override codes (14)




These four-digit numbers are dialled before the destination number to complete and bill a call by a carrier other than the subscriber's service provider. For example, to use AAPT[image: External link] to call a number in Tokyo[image: External link], Japan[image: External link], subscribers would dial 1414 0011 81 3 xxxx xxxx, or to use Optus to call a Perth they would dial 1456 08 xxxx xxxx. It is not clear if all these prefixes will actually work.


	1410 – Telstra

	1411 – Telstra

	1412 - Chime

	1413 – Telstra

	1414 – AAPT

	1415 - Vodafone

	1422 - Premier Technologies

	1423 - Soul Pattinson

	1428 - Verizon Australia

	1431 - Vodafone Hutchison

	1434 – Symbio Networks

	1441 – Soul Pattinson

	1447 – TransACT

	1450 - Pivotel

	1455 - Netsip

	1456 – Optus

	1464 - Agile

	1466 – Primus

	1468 - Telpacific

	1469 - Lycamobile

	1474 – Powertel

	1477 - Vocus

	1488 – Symbio Networks

	1499 - VIRTUTEL
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 Supplementary Control service (183) works from both landline and mobile





	
1831 – Block caller-id sending

	
1832 – Unblock caller-id sending
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 Caller identification control, on a Call by Call basis - mobile only





	
#31# - Block caller-id sending, for this call, then dial the number you are calling.

	
*31# - Unblock caller-id sending, for this call, then dial the number you are calling.



Unlike the feature codes below, these caller-id prefixes work with all/most carriers.
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 Other numbers and codes
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 Feature codes – Telstra




These codes are only true for Telstra-infrastructure based landline phones


	Call waiting

	*#43# – Check call waiting status

	*43# – Enable call waiting

	#43# – Disable call waiting

	*44 – Dial before a number to disable call waiting for the call duration (Enabled on Ericsson 'AXE' and Alcatel 'S12' based exchanges)





	Call forward – immediate

	*#21# – Check Call Forward Immediate Status

	*21 [forward number] # – Enable Call Forward Immediate on all incoming calls

	#21# – Disable Call Forward Immediate





	Call forward – busy

	*#24# – Check Call Forward Busy Status

	*24 [forward number] # – Enable Call Forward when line is Busy for incoming calls

	#24# – Disable Call Forward Busy





	Last call return

	*10# – Check last missed call

	0# – Redial last number (This is only enabled on Ericsson based Exchanges)





	Call control

	*30 [old pin] * [new pin] * [new pin] # – Setup/change current Call Control PIN

	*#33# – Check Call Control Status

	*33 [pin] # – Enable Call Control on line

	#33 [pin] # – Disable Call Control on line
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 Test numbers





	Telstra Landline Test numbers

	12722123 – Playback the last connected or current landline number (add 1832 in front for private numbers)

	12722199 – Ringback the current landline number





	Optus landline test numbers

	1272312 – Playback the last connected or current landline number

	1272399 – Ringback the current landline number





	From other subscribers including VoIP providers

	1800801920 – Playback the last connected or current landline number





	Other

	12711 – Current long-distance Carrier Name
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 Historic numbering plans




Main article: Former Australian dialling codes[image: External link]
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 2010s




A lot of old numbers were officially removed from the Telecommunications Numbering Plan in the 2015 version, whether in the replacement version or a previous variation.


	
018 AMPS (analogue) phone numbers are completely removed.

	
0500 Personal Numbers are removed.

	Unused prefixes such as 114 mass calling service are removed.
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 1990s




0055 numbers were previously premium-rate numbers, but have been moved into 190 numbers before 1999. They are still referenced by many Australians.

The original toll-free area code was 008, but the format was changed to 1800.

Directory assistance used various numbers: 013 for local calls, 0175 for other national calls, and 0103 for international. The two domestic numbers have been replaced with 1223, while 0103 has been replaced with 1225. Other numbers for directory assistance, often with a call connection option, exist depending on the carrier.

0011 was initially the code for the operator, which later became the international exit code.

014 was originally the number for the time, (later 1104), which was changed to 1194 in 1976.

0176 was previously the reverse-charge call operator, which has been moved to 12550 or 3rd-party companies such as 1800 REVERSE.
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 1960s




Until the early 1960s, the first one or two digits of telephone numbers in metropolitan areas were alphabetical, with each letter representing a distinct number on the telephone dial. Each one-letter or two-letter code signified an exchange within an urban area. Rural and regional areas typically relied on manual exchanges, or only one automatic exchange for the whole town, so rural and regional numbers did not feature these letter prefixes.

This alphanumeric scheme was significantly different from the current system used for SMS messages.

The former alphanumeric scheme was:


	A = 1;

	B = 2;

	F = 3;

	J = 4;

	L = 5;

	M = 6;

	U = 7;

	W = 8;

	X = 9;

	Y = 0



The letters did not relate to the exchange name. For example, the exchange prefix for Essendon[image: External link] was FU (which translated to 37 and later became the 37x [then 937x] exchange used by the whole City of Essendon[image: External link] [which became the City of Moonee Valley[image: External link] in late 1994]). Although Melbourne city numbers began with 6, it was only rarely, and probably by accident, that any other exchanges had matching letters. Numbers using the old alphanumeric scheme were written as ab.xxxx, for example FU 1234 (the actual train of digits sent to the phone was "371234") or MW 5550 (685550). Seven-digit numbers started appearing as early as 1960, and were all numerical from the start. There were still some six-digit numbers in Melbourne as late as 1989, but by the 1990s, they all had been converted to seven-digit numbers. Footscray used 6-digit numbers in exchange code 68 until 1987, when they were changed to 687 or 689.

The old call back number was 199, and could be used on public pay phones, and private numbers too. This has been moved to a new number 12722199.
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 See also





	Former Australian dialling codes[image: External link]
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ISO 3166






"Geographic code" redirects here. It is not to be confused with Geographic coding[image: External link].

ISO 3166 is a standard[image: External link] published by the International Organization for Standardization[image: External link] (ISO) that defines codes[image: External link] for the names of countries[image: External link], dependent territories, special areas of geographical interest, and their principal subdivisions[image: External link] (e.g., provinces[image: External link] or states[image: External link]). The official name of the standard is Codes for the representation of names of countries and their subdivisions.
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 Parts




It consists of three parts:[1]


	
ISO 3166-1[image: External link], Codes for the representation of names of countries and their subdivisions – Part 1: Country codes, defines codes for the names of countries, dependent territories, and special areas of geographical interest. It defines three sets of country codes[image: External link]:

	
ISO 3166-1 alpha-2[image: External link] – two-letter country codes which are the most widely used of the three, and used most prominently for the Internet[image: External link]'s country code top-level domains (with a few exceptions, e.g. uk instead of GB for United Kingdom).

	
ISO 3166-1 alpha-3[image: External link] – three-letter country codes which allow a better visual association between the codes and the country names than the alpha-2 codes.

	
ISO 3166-1 numeric[image: External link] – three-digit country codes which are identical to those developed and maintained by the United Nations Statistics Division[image: External link], with the advantage of script (writing system[image: External link]) independence, and hence useful for people or systems using non- Latin[image: External link] scripts.





	
ISO 3166-2[image: External link], Codes for the representation of names of countries and their subdivisions – Part 2: Country subdivision code, defines codes for the names of the principal subdivisions (e.g., provinces or states) of all countries coded in ISO 3166-1.

	
ISO 3166-3[image: External link], Codes for the representation of names of countries and their subdivisions – Part 3: Code for formerly used names of countries, defines codes for country names which have been deleted from ISO 3166-1 since its first publication in 1974.
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 Editions




The first edition of ISO 3166 was published in 1974, which included only alphabetic country codes. The second edition, published in 1981, also included numeric country codes, with the third and fourth editions published in 1988 and 1993 respectively. The fifth edition, published between 1997 and 1999, was expanded into three parts to include codes for subdivisions and former countries.[2]
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 ISO 3166 Maintenance Agency




The ISO 3166 standard is maintained by the ISO 3166 Maintenance Agency (ISO 3166/MA), located at the ISO central office in Geneva[image: External link], Switzerland[image: External link]. Originally it was located at the Deutsches Institut für Normung[image: External link] (DIN) in Berlin[image: External link], Germany[image: External link]. Its principal tasks are:[3]


	To add and to eliminate country names (respectively, country subdivision names) and to assign code elements to them;

	To publish lists of country names (respectively, country subdivision names) and code elements;

	To maintain a reference list of all country code elements and country subdivision code elements used and their period of use;

	To issue newsletters announcing changes to the code tables;

	To advise users on the application of ISO 3166.
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 Members




There are ten experts with voting rights on the ISO 3166/MA.[4] Five are representatives of national standards organizations[image: External link]:


	
Association française de normalisation[image: External link] (AFNOR) – France[image: External link]


	
American National Standards Institute[image: External link] (ANSI) – United States


	
British Standards Institution[image: External link] (BSI) – United Kingdom


	
Deutsches Institut für Normung[image: External link] (DIN) – Germany[image: External link]


	
Swedish Standards Institute[image: External link] (SIS) – Sweden




The other five are representatives of major United Nations agencies[image: External link] or other international organizations[image: External link] who are all users of ISO 3166-1:


	
International Atomic Energy Agency[image: External link] (IAEA)

	
International Telecommunication Union[image: External link] (ITU)

	
Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers[image: External link] (ICANN)

	
United Nations Economic Commission for Europe[image: External link] (UNECE)

	
Universal Postal Union[image: External link] (UPU)



The ISO 3166/MA has further associated members who do not participate in the votes but who, through their expertise, have significant influence on the decision-taking procedure in the maintenance agency.
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 See also





	FIPS 10-4[image: External link]

	
ISO 639[image: External link] – Codes for the representation of names of languages


	
ISO 4217 – Currency codes


	
ISO 15924[image: External link] – Codes for the representation of names of scripts
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ISO 3166-2:AU





Main article: ISO 3166-2[image: External link]


ISO 3166-2:AU is the entry for Australia in ISO 3166-2[image: External link], part of the ISO 3166 standard[image: External link] published by the International Organization for Standardization[image: External link] (ISO), which defines codes[image: External link] for the names of the principal subdivisions[image: External link] (e.g., provinces[image: External link] or states[image: External link]) of all countries[image: External link] coded in ISO 3166-1[image: External link].

Currently for Australia, ISO 3166-2 codes are defined for 6 states and 2 territories[image: External link]. Lesser territories that are under the administration of the federal government, such as the Jervis Bay Territory, the Ashmore and Cartier Islands, and the Coral Sea Islands, are not listed.

Each code consists of two parts, separated by a hyphen. The first part is AU, the ISO 3166-1 alpha-2[image: External link] code of Australia. The second part is two or three letters, which is the conventional abbreviation of the state or territory (defined in Australian Standard AS 4212-1994).
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 Current codes




Subdivision names are listed as in the ISO 3166-2 standard published by the ISO 3166 Maintenance Agency (ISO 3166/MA).

Click on the button in the header to sort each column.



	Code
	Subdivision name ( en[image: External link])
	Subdivision category



	AU-NSW
	
 New South Wales

	state



	AU-QLD
	
 Queensland

	state



	AU-SA
	
 South Australia

	state



	AU-TAS
	
 Tasmania

	state



	AU-VIC
	
 Victoria

	state



	AU-WA
	
 Western Australia

	state



	AU-ACT
	
 Australian Capital Territory

	territory



	AU-NT
	
 Northern Territory

	territory




The external territories of Christmas Island, the Cocos (Keeling) Islands and Norfolk Island have their own ISO 3166-1[image: External link] codes and are not included in Australia's entry in ISO 3166-2. There are no ISO 3166-2 codes for:


	Ashmore and Cartier Islands

	
Australian Antarctic Territory (part of Antarctica with country code AQ)

	Coral Sea Islands

	Jervis Bay Territory
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 Changes




The following changes to the entry have been announced in newsletters by the ISO 3166/MA since the first publication of ISO 3166-2 in 1998:



	Newsletter
	Date issued
	Description of change in newsletter
	Code/Subdivision change



	Newsletter I-6[image: External link]
	2004-03-08
	Change of subdivision code in accordance with Australian Standard AS 4212-1994
	Codes:

New South Wales: AU-NS → AU-NSW

Queensland: AU-QL → AU-QLD

Tasmania: AU-TS → AU-TAS

Victoria: AU-VI → AU-VIC

Australian Capital Territory: AU-CT → AU-ACT
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 External territories




Four of the external territories of Australia are officially assigned their own country codes in ISO 3166-1, with the following alpha-2 codes:


	
CC Cocos (Keeling) Islands


	
CX Christmas Island


	
HM Heard Island and McDonald Islands


	
NF Norfolk Island




Under the definitions in ISO 3166-1, the Ashmore and Cartier Islands and the Coral Sea Islands are covered by Australia, and the Australian Antarctic Territory is covered by Antarctica, with alpha-2 code AQ.
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	Subdivisions of Australia[image: External link]

	FIPS region codes of Australia[image: External link]




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 External links





	ISO Online Browsing Platform: AU[image: External link]

	
States of Australia[image: External link], Statoids.com

	ISO page for Australia[image: External link]
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Country code top-level Domain






For the full list of country code top-level domains, see List of Internet top-level domains[image: External link].

A country code top-level domain (ccTLD) is an Internet[image: External link] top-level domain[image: External link] generally used or reserved for a country[image: External link], sovereign state, or dependent territory identified with a country code[image: External link].

All ASCII[image: External link] ccTLD identifiers are two letters long, and all two-letter top-level domains are ccTLDs. In 2010, the Internet Assigned Numbers Authority[image: External link] (IANA) began implementing internationalized country code top-level domains[image: External link], consisting of language-native characters when displayed in an end-user application. Creation and delegation of ccTLDs is described in RFC 1591[image: External link], corresponding to ISO 3166-1[image: External link] alpha-2[image: External link] country codes[image: External link].
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Main article: Top-level domain § Types[image: External link]


As of 2015, IANA distinguishes the following groups of top-level domains:[1]


	
infrastructure top-level domain[image: External link] (ARPA)

	
generic top-level domains[image: External link] (gTLD)

	
restricted generic top-level domains[image: External link] (grTLD)

	
sponsored top-level domains[image: External link] (sTLD)

	country code top-level domains (ccTLD)

	
test top-level domains[image: External link] (tTLD)
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 Delegation and management




IANA is responsible for determining an appropriate trustee for each ccTLD. Administration and control is then delegated to that trustee, which is responsible for the policies and operation of the domain. The current delegation can be determined from IANA's list of ccTLDs[image: External link]. Individual ccTLDs may have varying requirements and fees for registering subdomains[image: External link]. There may be a local presence requirement (for instance, citizenship or other connection to the ccTLD), as for example the Canadian ( ca[image: External link]) and German[image: External link] ( de[image: External link]) domains, or registration may be open.
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 History




The first registered ccTLDs were .us[image: External link], .uk[image: External link], and .il[image: External link], all registered in 1985. In 1986, .au, .de[image: External link], .fi[image: External link], .fr[image: External link], .jp[image: External link], .kr[image: External link], .nl[image: External link] and .se[image: External link] were registered.
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 Relation to ISO 3166-1





The IANA is not in the business of deciding what is and what is not a country. The selection of the ISO 3166 list as a basis for country code top-level domain names was made with the knowledge that ISO has a procedure for determining which entities should be and should not be on that list.

— Jon Postel[image: External link], RFC 1591[image: External link][2]
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 Unused ISO 3166-1 codes




Almost all current ISO 3166-1 codes have been assigned and do exist in DNS. However, some of these are effectively unused. In particular, the ccTLDs for the Norwegian dependency Bouvet Island[image: External link] ( bv[image: External link]) and the designation Svalbard and Jan Mayen[image: External link] ( sj[image: External link]) do exist in DNS, but no subdomains have been assigned, and it is Norid[image: External link] policy not to assign any at present. Two French[image: External link] territories, bl[image: External link] (Saint Barthélemy[image: External link]) and mf[image: External link] (Saint Martin[image: External link]), still await local assignment by France's government.

The code eh[image: External link], although eligible as ccTLD for Western Sahara[image: External link], has never been assigned and does not exist in DNS[image: External link]. Only one subdomain is still registered in gb[image: External link][3][not in citation given[image: External link] (See discussion.[image: External link])] (ISO 3166-1 for the United Kingdom) and no new registrations are being accepted for it. Sites in the United Kingdom generally use uk[image: External link] (see below).

The former .um[image: External link] ccTLD for the U.S. Minor Outlying Islands[image: External link] was removed in April 2008. Under RFC 1591[image: External link] rules .um[image: External link] is eligible as a ccTLD on request by the relevant governmental agency and local Internet user community.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 ASCII ccTLDs not in ISO 3166-1




Several ASCII ccTLDs are in use that are not ISO 3166-1 two-letter codes. Some of these codes were specified in older versions of the ISO list.


	
uk[image: External link] (United Kingdom): The ISO 3166-1 code for the United Kingdom is GB. However, the JANET[image: External link] network had already selected uk as a top-level identifier for its pre-existing Name Registration Scheme[image: External link], and this was incorporated into the DNS root. gb[image: External link] was assigned with the intention of a transition, but this never occurred and the use of uk is now entrenched.

	
su[image: External link] This obsolete ISO 3166 code for the Soviet Union[image: External link] was assigned when the Soviet Union was still extant; moreover, new su registrations are accepted.

	
ac[image: External link] (Ascension Island[image: External link]): This code is a vestige of IANA's[image: External link] decision in 1996 to allow the use of codes reserved in the ISO 3166-1 alpha-2[image: External link] reserve list for use by the Universal Postal Union[image: External link]. The decision was later reversed, with Ascension Island now the sole outlier. (Three other ccTLDs, gg[image: External link] (Guernsey), im[image: External link] (Isle of Man) and je[image: External link] (Jersey) also fell under this category from 1996 until they received corresponding ISO 3166 codes in March 2006.)

	
eu[image: External link] (European Union[image: External link]): On September 25, 2000, ICANN[image: External link] decided to allow the use of any two-letter code in the ISO 3166-1[image: External link] reserve list that is reserved for all purposes. Only EU currently meets this criterion. Following a decision by the EU's Council of Telecommunications Ministers in March 2002, progress was slow, but a registry[image: External link] (named EURid[image: External link]) was chosen by the European Commission[image: External link], and criteria for allocation set: ICANN[image: External link] approved eu[image: External link] as a ccTLD, and it opened for registration on 7 December 2005 for the holders of prior rights. Since 7 April 2006, registration is open to all.
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 Historical ccTLDs




There are three ccTLDs that have been deleted after the corresponding 2-letter code was withdrawn from ISO 3166-1: cs[image: External link] (for Czechoslovakia[image: External link]), zr[image: External link] (for Zaire[image: External link]) and tp[image: External link] (for East Timor). There may be a significant delay between withdrawal from ISO 3166-1 and deletion from the DNS; for example, ZR ceased to be an ISO 3166-1 code in 1997, but the zr ccTLD was not deleted until 2001. Other ccTLDs corresponding to obsolete ISO 3166-1 codes have not yet been deleted. In some cases they may never be deleted due to the amount of disruption this would cause for a heavily used ccTLD. In particular, the Soviet Union's ccTLD su[image: External link] remains in use more than twenty years after SU was removed from ISO 3166-1.

The historical country codes dd[image: External link] for the German Democratic Republic[image: External link] and yd for South Yemen[image: External link] were eligible for a ccTLD, but not allocated; see also de[image: External link] and ye[image: External link].

The temporary reassignment of country code cs (Serbia and Montenegro[image: External link]) until its split into rs[image: External link] and me[image: External link] ( Serbia[image: External link] and Montenegro[image: External link], respectively) led to some controversies[4][5] about the stability of ISO 3166-1 country codes, resulting in a second edition of ISO 3166-1 in 2007 with a guarantee that retired codes will not be reassigned for at least 50 years, and the replacement of RFC 3066[image: External link] by RFC 4646[image: External link] for country codes used in language tags[image: External link] in 2006.

The previous ISO 3166-1 code for Yugoslavia[image: External link], YU, was removed by ISO on 2003-07-23, but the yu[image: External link] ccTLD remained in operation. Finally, after a two-year transition to Serbian rs[image: External link] and Montenegrin me[image: External link], the .yu domain was phased out in March 2010.

Australia was originally assigned the oz[image: External link] country code, which was later changed to au with the .oz domains moved to .oz.au.
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 Internationalized ccTLDs




An internationalized country code top-level domain[image: External link] (IDN ccTLD) is a top-level domain with a specially encoded domain name that is displayed in an end user application, such as a web browser[image: External link], in its language-native script or alphabet[image: External link], such as the Arabic alphabet[image: External link], or a non-alphabetic writing system[image: External link], such as Chinese characters[image: External link]. IDN ccTLDs are an application of the internationalized domain name[image: External link] (IDN) system to top-level Internet domains assigned to countries, or independent geographic regions.

ICANN started to accept applications for IDN ccTLDs in November 2009,[6] and installed the first set into the Domain Names System in May 2010. The first set was a group of Arabic names for the countries of Egypt, Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates. By May 2010, 21 countries had submitted applications to ICANN, representing 11 languages.[7]

ICANN requires all potential international TLDs to use at least one letter that does not resemble a Latin letter, or have at least three letters, in an effort to avoid IDN homograph attacks[image: External link]. Nor shall the international domain name look like another domain name, even if they have different alphabets. Between Cyrillic and Greek alphabets, for example, this could happen.
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 Unconventional usage




Main article: Vanity URL[image: External link]


Lenient registration restrictions on certain ccTLDs have resulted in various domain hacks[image: External link]. Domain names such as I.am, tip.it, start.at and go.to form well-known English phrases, whereas others combine the second-level domain[image: External link] and ccTLD to form one word or one title, creating domains such as blo.gs[image: External link] of South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands ( gs[image: External link]), youtu.be[image: External link] of Belgium[image: External link] ( be[image: External link]), del.icio.us[image: External link] of the United States ( us[image: External link]), and cr.yp.to[image: External link] of Tonga ( to[image: External link]). The .co domain of Colombia has been cited since 2010 as a potential competitor to generic TLDs for commercial use, because it may be an abbreviation for company.[8]

Some ccTLDs may also be used for typosquatting[image: External link]. The domain cm of Cameroon has generated interest due to the possibility that people might miss typing the letter o for sites in the com.[9]
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 Commercial usage




Some of the world's smallest countries and non-sovereign or colonial entities with their own country codes have opened their TLDs for worldwide commercial use, some of them free like .tk[image: External link].
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 See also





	List of ccTLDs[image: External link]

	Country code top-level domains with commercial licenses[image: External link]

	gccTLD[image: External link]
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.Au






This article is about the top-level domain name. For the audio format, see Au file format[image: External link].

.au is the Internet[image: External link] country code top-level domain (ccTLD) for Australia. It was first created on 5 March 1986.[2] Domain name policy is managed by .au Domain Administration[image: External link] (auDA), with the registry[image: External link] operated by AusRegistry[image: External link].



TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 History




The domain name was originally allocated by Jon Postel[image: External link], operator of IANA[image: External link] to Kevin Robert Elz[image: External link] of Melbourne University[image: External link] in 1986. After an approximately five-year process in the 1990s, the Internet industry created a self-regulatory body called .au Domain Administration[image: External link] to operate the domain. It obtained assent from ICANN[image: External link] in 2001,[3] and commenced operating a new competitive regime for domain registration on 1 July 2002. Since this new regime, any registration has to be ordered via a registrar[image: External link].
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 Operation




Oversight of .au is by .au Domain Administration[image: External link] (auDA). It is a not-for-profit organisation whose membership is derived from Internet organisations, industry members and interested individuals. The organisation operates with the endorsement of the Australian Government[image: External link][4] and with the delegated authority of ICANN.

Policy for .au is devised by policy development panels. These panels are convened by auDA and combine public input with industry representation to derive policy. The day-to-day operation of the .au registry[image: External link] technical facility is tendered out by auDA. The current operator is AusRegistry[image: External link] who has performed this role since the initial tender in 2002. AusRegistry does not sell domain registration services direct to the consumer, rather consumers who wish to register a domain must do so via a domain name registrar[image: External link]. After the industry's liberalisation in 2002, there is an active competitive market in registrars with a variety of prices and services.

In 2008 auDA changed its longstanding policy and allowed changes in ownership of .au domains.[5] Although the secondary market was initially slow to take off there have recently been signs of increasing maturity in the .au aftermarket culminating in the record $125,500 sale of investmentproperty.com.au.[6] The auDA ISS is a world-first industry initiative aimed at improving the security of .au registrar businesses, protecting .au registrants and enhancing the overall stability and integrity of the .au domain space. auDA introduced the ISS in October 2013 as a mandatory requirement, and all accredited registrars must be certified as ISS compliant within 24 months. Discount Domain Name services (DDNS), Cheaper Domains and Information Brokers, part of the Total Internet Group, are the first three auDA accredited registrars to achieve ISS compliance.[7]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Registration




The naming rules for .au require registrations under second-level categories that describe a type of entity. .com.au, for example, is designed for commercial entities. This follows a similar allocation policy to that formerly used in other countries such as the United Kingdom[image: External link] and New Zealand[image: External link].

Registrations are currently permitted below a second-level domain, such as "yourname.com.au". In April 2016, auDA announced it would introduce registrations directly at the second level, such as "yourname.au".[8] Direct registrations are due to be implemented in 2017.

Registering a domain in the .au namespace requires registrants to have either an exact match or a “close and substantial connection”[9] to their desired domain name. This “policy rich”[10] approach to the name space, begun by Robert Elz and continued by auDA, has meant the .au domain space has avoided the cybersquatting[image: External link] and other illicit uses of domains prevalent in other more permissive domains.

Registration of a .au domain is completed through a reseller, known as a registrar, with AusRegistry[image: External link] acting as the wholesale provider. auDA manages domain name policy as the ICANN[image: External link] and Australian Government[image: External link]-endorsed manager of the .au DNS[image: External link].
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 Second-level domains





	.com.au – Commercial entities

	.net.au – Commercial entities (historically only ISPs, but the use has been broadened)

	.org.au – Associations and non-profit organisations (historically only for organisations that did not fit in other categories)

	.edu.au – Educational institutions (see Third-level domains, below)

	.gov.au – Governments and their departments (see Third-level domains, below)

	.asn.au – Associations and non-profit organisations

	.id.au – Individuals (by real name or common alias)

	.csiro.au – CSIRO[image: External link] (Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation)
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 Community geographic domain names




Introduced in 2004, "community geographic domain names" (CGDNs) are intended to be used for "community websites that reflect community interests such as local business, tourism, historical information, culture, sporting groups, local events and news"[11] of a local community. These domains are managed by the .au Community Domains Trust[image: External link] (auCD) on behalf of auDA. The funding of auCD was provided from a ballot of locality names in the .com.au and .net.au domain spaces; previously, any locality with a postcode had been restricted from being registered as a commercial domain name.[12][13]

CGDNs use the state or territory[image: External link]'s common abbreviation as the second level of the domain. For example, a community based in Victoria would receive a domain ending in .vic.au, a Northern Territory community would use .nt.au, and so on. The third level of the domain must be an addressable locality within that state or territory, of the form townname.vic.au. Where a name is duplicated within a state – for instance, between a smaller town, and a suburb of a larger town or city – the locality name may be suffixed with the name of the local government area[image: External link], town or city to which it is associated (e.g. suburbname-cityname.vic.au).[11]

Holders of CGDNs must be "a legally registered, not-for-profit entity; and [...] representative of the local community for the purpose of holding the domain name licence."[11] In particular, commercial entities and local governments are not permitted to hold a CGDN in their own right; they are however permitted to hold membership in such entities set up to hold a CGDN.

As of November 2009, the auCD site claims 91 active CGDNs across Australia,[14] with a further 115 either approved or awaiting approval.[15]

In addition, a number of temporary CGDN sites were activated for communities affected by the Victorian Black Saturday bushfires[image: External link] of February 2009, run either by "community members" or auCD itself (as a waiver of usual policy). These domains are due to expire at the end of June 2010, unless transferred to an eligible holder.[16]
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 Third-level domains




The use of .gov.au as a second level domain is for Australian Federal government and for its initiatives, while the use of a third-level domain, being an Australian state, is an identifier that the domain belongs to the relevant state government. The .edu.au is also split up into state-based categories in most cases.

auDA has delegated responsibility of the .edu.au domain to Australian Information and Communications Technology in Education Committee (AICTEC), which formed a specialist sub-committee, .edu.au Domain Administration Committee (eDAC).[17]

Schools use a domain name that reflect their locale, and these state-based third-level domains are managed independently by the states. For example, a school in Western Australia would register schoolname.wa.edu.au. Similarly, replacing the bold part of these domains, Victoria would use .vic, Queensland would use .qld, South Australia would use .sa, Tasmania would use .tas, Northern Territory would use .nt and the Australian Capital Territory would use .act. However, after a change of internet services in Queensland State Schools their domain names were changed from schoolname.qld.edu.au to schoolname.eq.edu.au. This is not the case for private schools in Queensland. Often, domains can even contain a fourth level: for instance, a NSW public school might have the domain schoolname.schools.nsw.edu.au.

Tertiary institutions are typically exempt from requiring state-based distinctions. For example, Edith Cowan University[image: External link] in Western Australia has a domain of ecu.edu.au rather than ecu.wa.edu.au, Monash University[image: External link] in Victoria uses monash.edu.au rather than monash.vic.edu.au. This difference can be associated with states having responsibility for primary and secondary education while the Commonwealth has responsibility for tertiary education; tertiary institutions often having a presence in multiple states.



	State/Organisation
	Govt

Abbrev
	School

Abbrev



	Australian Capital Territory
	act.gov.au
	act.edu.au



	New South Wales
	nsw.gov.au
	schools.nsw.edu.au



	Northern Territory
	nt.gov.au
	nt.edu.au



	Queensland
	qld.gov.au
	eq.edu.au



	South Australia
	sa.gov.au
	sa.edu.au



	Tasmania
	tas.gov.au
	tas.edu.au



	Victoria
	vic.gov.au
	vic.edu.au



	Western Australia
	wa.gov.au
	wa.edu.au



	Catholic Education System
	N/A
	catholic.edu.au[18]
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 Historic second-level domains




Some second-level domain names are no longer actively used. Whilst registrations are grand-fathered[image: External link] for some, no new registrations are accepted.


	.archie.au – Host of the Archie[image: External link] information service of the early 1990s. Has since been deleted

	.conf.au – Conferences and other short-lived events, now only exists for linux.conf.au[image: External link].

	.gw.au – Gateways and miscellaneous AARNet[image: External link] routing equipment. Has since been deleted

	.info.au – General information

	.otc.au – A mapping domain for X.400[image: External link] addresses; was obsoleted by telememo.au. Has since been deleted

	.oz.au – Historical domain name for Australian sites. Australia's original top-level domain for use in the store-and-forward Internet messaging system MHSnet[image: External link] was .oz. The top-level domain later officially became .au and those domains in .oz were moved to .oz.au. As of April 2011, many subdomains under cs.mu.oz.au[image: External link] and ee.mu.oz.au[image: External link] are still in use within the CSSE and EEE departments of the University of Melbourne.

	.telememo.au – A mapping domain for X.400[image: External link] addresses. Has since been deleted
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 .au domain statistics




As of February 2017, there were around 3,068,000 active .au domains.[19]
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 Other Australian domain names




.au is not the only top-level domain name assigned to Australia. Some Australian territories have their own ISO 3166-1 alpha-2[image: External link] code, and therefore have their own ccTLD as well:


	
.cx[image: External link] – Christmas Island


	
.cc[image: External link] – Cocos (Keeling) Islands


	
.nf[image: External link] – Norfolk Island


	
.hm[image: External link] – Heard and McDonald Islands




They are also two geographic top-level domain names assigned to Australia in which are used by individuals and businesses within a particular region, they are:[20]


	
.melbourne[image: External link] – for Victorian registered businesses, entities associated with the state of Victoria or Australian citizens and residents with a Victorian address.

	
.sydney[image: External link] – for New South Wales registered businesses, entities associated with the state of New South Wales or Australian citizens and residents with a New South Wales address.



As the appropriate authorities were late in recognising the need to manage these, most were registered by entrepreneurs for use as vanity domains unrelated to the locale they serve. .cc, for example, is now operated by VeriSign[image: External link]. .hm represents a nature preserve with no human inhabitants.
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 See also





	
Education.au[image: External link], a not-for-profit ministerially owned national company, at one time administering edu.au
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Tasmania






For other uses, see Tasmania (disambiguation)[image: External link].

"Tasmanian people" redirects here. For "first nation" Tasmanians, see Aboriginal Tasmanians[image: External link].

Tasmania (/taez'meInie /[image: External link];,[13] abbreviated as Tas and known colloquially as "Tassie") is an island[image: External link] state[image: External link] of the Commonwealth of Australia[image: External link]. It is located 240 km (150 mi) to the south of the Australian mainland, separated by Bass Strait[image: External link]. The state encompasses the main island of Tasmania, the 26th-largest island in the world[image: External link], and the surrounding 334 islands[image: External link].[14] The state has a population of around 519,100[3] (as of June 2016), just over forty percent of which resides in the Greater Hobart precinct, which forms the metropolitan area of the state capital and largest city, Hobart.

Tasmania's area is 68,401 km2 (26,410 sq mi), of which the main island covers 64,519 km2 (24,911 sq mi).[15] Tasmania is promoted as a natural state; almost 45% of Tasmania lies in reserves, national parks[image: External link], and World Heritage Sites[image: External link][16] and the state was the founding place of the first environmental party in the world.[17] Though an island state, due to a mapping error the state shares a land border with Victoria at its northernmost terrestrial point, Boundary Islet[image: External link], a nature reserve in Bass Strait. The Bishop and Clerk Islets[image: External link], about 37 km south of Macquarie Island, are the southernmost terrestrial point of the state of Tasmania, and the southernmost internationally recognised land in Australia.

The island is believed to have been occupied by Aboriginals for 40,000 years before British colonisation. It is thought Tasmanian Aboriginals[image: External link] were separated from the mainland Aboriginal groups about 10,000 years ago when the sea rose to form Bass Strait.[18] The Aboriginal population was estimated to have been between 3,000 and 7,000 at the time of colonisation, but was almost wiped out within 30 years by a combination of violent guerrilla conflict with settlers known as the "Black War[image: External link]", intertribal conflict, and from the late 1820s, the spread of infectious diseases[image: External link] to which they had no immunity. The conflict, which peaked between 1825 and 1831 and led to more than three years of martial law, cost the lives of almost 1100 Aboriginals and settlers. The near-destruction of Tasmania's Aboriginal population has been described by some historians as an act of genocide by the British.

The state was created in 1803 as a penal settlement of the British Empire to prevent claims to the land by the First French Empire[image: External link] during the Napoleonic Wars[image: External link]; around 75,000 convicts[image: External link] were sent to Van Diemen's Land before transportation ceased in 1853.[19] The island was initially part of the Colony of New South Wales[image: External link], but became a separate, self-governing colony under the name Van Diemen's Land (named after Anthony van Diemen[image: External link]) in 1825. In 1854 the present Constitution of Tasmania was passed and the following year the state received permission to change its name to Tasmania. In 1901 it became a state through the process of the Federation of Australia.



TOP
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 Toponymy




The state is named after Dutch explorer[image: External link] Abel Tasman[image: External link], who made the first reported European sighting of the island on 24 November 1642. Tasman named the island "Anthony van Diemen's Land" after his sponsor Anthony van Diemen[image: External link], the Governor of the Dutch East Indies[image: External link]. The name was later shortened to Van Diemen's Land by the British. It was officially renamed Tasmania in honour of its first European discoverer on 1 January 1856.[20]

Tasmania was sometimes referred to as "Dervon", as mentioned in the Jerilderie Letter[image: External link] written by the notorious Australian bushranger Ned Kelly in 1879. The colloquial expression for the state is "Tassie". Tasmania is also colloquially shortened to "Tas", especially when used in business names and website addresses. TAS is also the Australia Post abbreviation[image: External link] for the state.

The reconstructed Palawa kani[image: External link] language name for Tasmania is Lutriwita.[21]
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 History




Main article: History of Tasmania[image: External link]
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 Physical history




Main article: Geology of Tasmania[image: External link]


The island was adjoined to the mainland of Australia until the end of the last glacial period[image: External link] about 10,000 years ago. Much of the island is composed of Jurassic[image: External link] dolerite[image: External link] intrusions (upwellings of magma[image: External link]) through other rock types, sometimes forming large columnar joints. Tasmania has the world's largest areas of dolerite, with many distinctive mountains and cliffs formed from this rock type. The central plateau[image: External link] and the southeast portions of the island are mostly dolerite. Mount Wellington[image: External link] above Hobart is a good example, showing distinct columns known as the Organ Pipes.

In the southern midlands as far south as Hobart, the dolerite is underlaid by sandstone[image: External link] and similar sedimentary stones. In the southwest, Precambrian[image: External link] quartzites[image: External link] were formed from very ancient sea sediments and form strikingly sharp ridges and ranges, such as Federation Peak or Frenchmans Cap[image: External link].

In the northeast and east, continental granites[image: External link] can be seen, such as at Freycinet, similar to coastal granites on mainland Australia. In the northwest and west, mineral-rich volcanic rock can be seen at Mount Read[image: External link] near Rosebery[image: External link], or at Mount Lyell[image: External link] near Queenstown[image: External link]. Also present in the south and northwest is limestone[image: External link] with caves.

The quartzite and dolerite areas in the higher mountains show evidence of glaciation[image: External link], and much of Australia's glaciated landscape is found on the Central Plateau and the Southwest. Cradle Mountain[image: External link], another dolerite peak, for example, was a nunatak[image: External link]. The combination of these different rock types offers incredible scenery, much of it distinct from any other region of the world. In the far southwest corner of the state, the geology is almost completely quartzite, which gives the mountains the false impression of having snow-capped peaks year round.
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 Indigenous people




Main article: Tasmanian Aborigines[image: External link]


Evidence indicates the presence of Aborigines in Tasmania about 40,000 years ago. Rising sea levels cut Tasmania off from mainland Australia about 10,000 years ago and by the time of European contact, the Aboriginal people in Tasmania had nine major nations, or ethnic groups.[18] At the time of the British occupation and colonisation in 1803 the indigenous population was estimated at between 3,000 and 10,000. Historian Lyndall Ryan's analysis of population studies led her to conclude that there were about 7,000 spread throughout the island's nine nations;[22] Nicholas Clements, citing research by N.J.B. Plomley[image: External link] and Rhys Jones[image: External link], settled on a figure of 3,000 to 4,000.[23] They engaged in fire-stick farming[image: External link], hunted game including kangaroo and wallabies, caught seals, mutton-birds, shellfish and fish and lived as nine separate "nations" on the island, which they knew as "Trouwunna".
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 European arrival and governance




The first reported sighting of Tasmania by a European[image: External link] was on 24 November 1642 by Dutch explorer Abel Tasman[image: External link], who landed at today's Blackmans Bay. More than a century later, in 1772, a French expedition led by Marc-Joseph Marion du Fresne[image: External link] also landed at Blackmans Bay, and the following year Tobias Furneaux[image: External link] became the first Englishman to land in Tasmania when he arrived at Adventure Bay[image: External link]. Captain James Cook landed at Adventure Bay in 1777. Matthew Flinders and George Bass[image: External link] sailed through Bass Strait[image: External link] in 1798–99, determining for the first time that Tasmania was an island.[24]

Sealers and whalers based themselves on Tasmania's islands from 1798,[25] and in August 1803 New South Wales Governor Philip King[image: External link] sent Lieutenant John Bowen[image: External link] to establish a small military outpost on the eastern shore of the Derwent River[image: External link] in order to forestall any claims to the island by French explorers who had been exploring the southern Australian coastline. Bowen, who led a party of 49, including 21 male and three female convicts, named the camp Risdon.[24][26] Several months later a second settlement was established by Captain David Collins[image: External link], with 308 convicts, 5 kilometres (3.1 mi) to the south in Sullivans Cove[image: External link] on the western side of the Derwent, where fresh water was more plentiful. The latter settlement became known as Hobart Town or Hobarton, later shortened to Hobart, after the British Colonial Secretary[image: External link] of the time, Lord Hobart[image: External link]. The settlement at Risdon was later abandoned. Left on their own without further supplies, the Sullivans Cove settlement suffered severe food shortages and by 1806 its inhabitants were starving, with many resorting to scraping seaweed off rocks and scavenging washed-up whale blubber from the shore to survive.[24]

A smaller colony was established at Port Dalrymple on the Tamar River in the island's north in October 1804 and several other convict-based settlements were established, including the particularly harsh penal colonies at Port Arthur in the southeast and Macquarie Harbour[image: External link] on the West Coast. Tasmania was eventually sent 65,000 convicts—four out of every ten people transported to Australia.[24] By 1819 the Aboriginal and British population reached parity with about 5000 of each, although among the colonists men outnumbered women four to one.[27] Wealthy middle-class free settlers began arriving in large numbers from 1820, lured by the promise of land grants and free convict labour. Settlement in the island's northwest corner was monopolised by the Van Diemen's Land Company[image: External link], which sent its first surveyors to the district in 1826. By 1830 one-third of Australia's non-Indigenous population lived in Van Diemen's Land and the island accounted for about half of all land under cultivation and exports.[28]
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 Black War




Main article: Black War[image: External link]


Tensions between Tasmania's black and white inhabitants rose, partly driven by increasing competition for kangaroo and other game.[29][30] Explorer and naval officer John Oxley[image: External link] in 1810 noted the "many atrocious cruelties" inflicted on Aboriginals by convict bushrangers in the north, which in turn led to black attacks on solitary white hunters.[31] Hostilities increased further with the arrival of 600 colonists from Norfolk Island between 1807 and 1813. They established farms along the River Derwent and east and west of Launceston[image: External link], occupying 10 percent of Van Diemen's Land. By 1824 the colonial population had swelled to 12,600, while the island's sheep population had reached 200,000. The rapid colonisation transformed traditional kangaroo hunting grounds into farms with grazing livestock as well as fences, hedges and stone walls, while police and military patrols were increased to control the convict farm labourers.[32]

Violence began to spiral rapidly from the mid-1820s in what became known as the "Black War[image: External link]". While black inhabitants were driven to desperation by dwindling food supplies as well as anger at the prevalence of abductions of women and girls, whites carried out attacks as a means of exacting revenge and suppressing the native threat. Van Diemen's Land had an enormous gender imbalance, with male colonists outnumbering females six to one in 1822—and 16 to one among the convict population. Historian Nicholas Clements has suggested the "voracious appetite" for native women was the most important trigger for the explosion of violence from the late 1820s.[33]

From 1825 to 1828 the number of native attacks more than doubled each year, raising panic among settlers. Over the summer of 1826–7 clans from the Big River, Oyster Bay and North Midlands nations speared stock-keepers on farms and made it clear that they wanted the settlers and their sheep and cattle to move from their kangaroo hunting grounds. Settlers responded vigorously, resulting in many mass-killings. In November 1826 Governor George Arthur[image: External link] issued a government notice declaring that colonists were free to kill Aborigines when they attacked settlers or their property and in the following eight months more than 200 Aborigines were killed in the Settled Districts in reprisal for the deaths of 15 colonists. After another eight months the death toll had risen to 43 colonists and probably 350 Aboriginals.[34] Almost 300 British troops were sent into the Settled Districts, where Aboriginal attacks were taking place almost every second day, gripping settlers with paralysing fear, and in November 1828 Arthur declared martial law, giving soldiers the right to shoot on sight any Aboriginal in the Settled Districts. Martial law would remain in force for more than three years, the longest period of martial law in Australian history.[35][36]

In November 1830 Arthur organised the so-called "Black Line", ordering every able-bodied male colonist to assemble at one of seven designated places in the Settled Districts to join a massive drive to sweep Aboriginals out of the region and on to the Tasman Peninsula[image: External link]. The campaign failed and was abandoned seven weeks later, but by then Tasmania's Aboriginal population had fallen to about 300.
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 Removal of Aborigines




After hostilities between settlers and Aboriginals ceased in 1832, almost all of the remnants of the indigenous population were persuaded or forced by government agent George Augustus Robinson[image: External link] to relocate to Flinders Island[image: External link]. Many quickly succumbed to infectious diseases to which they had no immunity, reducing the population further.[37][38] Of those removed from Tasmania, the last to die was Truganini[image: External link], in 1876. The near-destruction of Tasmania's Aboriginal population has been described as an act of genocide by historians including Robert Hughes[image: External link], James Boyce, Lyndall Ryan and Tom Lawson.[24][39][40] Boyce has claimed that the April 1828 "Proclamation Separating the Aborigines from the White Inhabitants" sanctioned force against Aboriginals "for no other reason than that they were Aboriginal" and described the decision to remove all Tasmanian Aborigines after 1832—by which time they had given up their fight against white colonists—as an extreme policy position. He concluded: "The colonial government from 1832 to 1838 ethnically cleansed[image: External link] the western half of Van Diemen's Land and then callously left the exiled people to their fate."[41]
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 Proclamation as a separate colony




Van Diemen's Land—which thus far had existed as a territory within the colony of New South Wales—was proclaimed a separate colony, with its own judicial establishment and Legislative Council[image: External link], on 3 December 1825. Transportation to the island ceased in 1853 and the colony was renamed Tasmania in 1856, partly to differentiate the burgeoning society of free settlers from the island's convict past.[42]

The Legislative Council of Van Diemen's Land[image: External link] drafted a new constitution which it passed in 1854. The following year the Privy Council[image: External link] approved the colony changing its name from "Van Diemen's Land" to "Tasmania", and in 1856 the newly elected bicameral parliament[image: External link] sat for the first time, establishing Tasmania as a self-governing colony of the British Empire.

The colony suffered from economic fluctuations, but for the most part was prosperous, experiencing steady growth. With few external threats and strong trade links with the Empire, Tasmania enjoyed many fruitful periods in the late 19th century, becoming a world-centre of shipbuilding. It raised a local defence force that eventually played a significant role[image: External link] in the Second Boer War[image: External link] in South Africa, and Tasmanian soldiers in that conflict won the first two Victoria Crosses[image: External link] awarded to Australians.

In 1901 the Colony of Tasmania united with the five other Australian colonies to form the Commonwealth of Australia. Tasmanians voted in favour of federation with the largest majority of all the Australian colonies.

For more details on this topic, see Colony of Tasmania[image: External link].
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 1969–2010s




The state was badly affected by the 1967 Tasmanian fires[image: External link], in which there was major loss of life and property. In the 1970s the state government announced plans to flood environmentally significant Lake Pedder[image: External link]. As a result of the eventual flooding of Lake Pedder, the world's first greens party was established; the United Tasmania Group[image: External link].

In 1975 the Tasman Bridge collapsed[image: External link] when the bridge was struck by the bulk ore carrier MV Lake Illawarra[image: External link]. It was the only bridge in the city, and made crossing the Derwent River[image: External link] by road at Hobart impossible. The nearest bridge was approximately 20 km to the north, at Bridgewater.

National and international attention surrounded the campaign against the Franklin Dam[image: External link] in the early 1980s.

On 28 April 1996, in the incident now known as the Port Arthur massacre[image: External link], lone gunman Martin Bryant[image: External link] shot and killed 35 people (including tourists and residents) and injured 21 others. The use of firearms[image: External link] was immediately reviewed, and new gun ownership laws were adopted nationwide, with Tasmania's law one of the strictest in Australia.

In April 2006 the Beaconsfield Mine collapse[image: External link] was triggered by a small earthquake. One person was killed and two others were trapped underground for 14 days.

The Tasmanian community has for some time been divided over the issue of the proposed Bell Bay Pulp Mill[image: External link] to be built in the Tamar Valley[image: External link]. Proponents argue that jobs will be created, while opponents argue that pollution will damage both the Bass Strait fishing industry and local tourism.

In January 2011 wealthy philanthropist David Walsh[image: External link] opened the Museum of Old and New Art (MONA) in Hobart to international acclaim. Within 12 months, MONA became Tasmania's top tourism attraction.[43]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Government




Main article: Government of Tasmania[image: External link]


The form of the government of Tasmania is prescribed in its constitution, which dates from 1856, although it has been amended many times since then. Since 1901, Tasmania has been a state of the Commonwealth of Australia, and the Australian Constitution regulates its relationship with the Commonwealth and prescribes which powers each level of government enjoys.
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 Politics




Main articles: Governors of Tasmania[image: External link] and Parliament of Tasmania[image: External link]


Tasmania is a State in the Australian federation. Its relationship with the Federal Government and Parliament are regulated by the Australian Constitution. Tasmania is represented in the Senate by 12 senators, on an equal basis with all other states. In the House of Representatives, Tasmania is entitled to five seats, which is the minimum allocation for a state guaranteed by the Constitution—the number of House of Representatives seats for each state is otherwise decided on the basis of their relative populations, and Tasmania has never qualified for five seats on that basis alone. Tasmania's House of Assembly[image: External link] use a system of multi-seat proportional representation known as Hare-Clark[image: External link].

At the 2002 state election[image: External link], the Labor Party won 14 of the 25 House seats. The Liberal Party[image: External link] saw their percentage of the vote decrease dramatically, and their representation in the Parliament fell to seven seats. The Greens[image: External link] won four seats, with over 18% of the popular vote, the highest proportion of any Green party in any parliament in the world at that time.



	Composition of the Parliament of Tasmania



	Political

Party
	House of

Assembly
	Legislative

Council



	ALP
	7
	2



	Liberal[image: External link]
	15
	2



	Greens[image: External link]
	3
	0



	Independent[image: External link]
	0
	11



	Source: Tasmanian Electoral Commission




On 23 February 2004 the Premier Jim Bacon[image: External link] announced his retirement, after being diagnosed with lung cancer. In his last months he opened a vigorous anti-smoking campaign which included many restrictions of where individuals could smoke, such as pubs. He died four months later. Bacon was succeeded by Paul Lennon[image: External link], who, after leading the state for two years, went on to win the 2006 state election[image: External link] in his own right. Lennon resigned in 2008 and was succeeded by David Bartlett[image: External link], who formed a coalition government with the Greens after the 2010 state election[image: External link] resulted in a hung parliament[image: External link]. Bartlett resigned as Premier in January 2011 and was replaced by Lara Giddings[image: External link], who became Tasmania's first female Premier. In March 2014 Will Hodgman[image: External link]'s Liberal Party won government, ending sixteen years of Labor governance, and ending an eight-year period for Hodgman himself as Leader of the Opposition[image: External link].[44]

Tasmania has numerous relatively unspoiled, ecologically valuable regions. Proposals for local economic development have therefore been faced with strong requirements for environmental sensitivity, or outright opposition. In particular, proposals for hydroelectric power generation proved controversial in the late 20th century. In the 1970s, opposition to the construction of the Lake Pedder[image: External link] reservoir impoundment led to the formation of the world's first green party[image: External link], the United Tasmania Group[image: External link].[45][45]

In the early 1980s the state was again plunged into often bitter debate over the proposed Franklin River Dam[image: External link]. The anti-dam sentiment was shared by many Australians outside Tasmania and proved a factor in the election of the Hawke Labor government in 1983, which halted construction of the dam. Since the 1980s the environmental focus has shifted to old growth[image: External link] logging and mining in the Tarkine region, which have both proved highly divisive. The Tasmania Together process recommended an end to clear felling in high conservation old growth forests by January 2003, but was unsuccessful.
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 Local government




Tasmania has 29 local government areas[image: External link]. Local councils are responsible for functions delegated by the Tasmanian parliament, such as urban planning, road infrastructure and waste management. Council revenue comes mostly from property taxes and government grants.

As with the House of Assembly[image: External link], Tasmania's local government elections use a system of multi-seat proportional representation known as Hare–Clark[image: External link]. Local government elections take place every four years and are conducted by the Tasmanian Electoral Commission[image: External link] by full postal ballot[image: External link]. The next local government elections will be held during September and October 2018.
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 Geography




Tasmania's landmass of 68,401 km2 (26,410 sq mi) is located directly in the pathway of the notorious "Roaring Forties[image: External link]" wind that encircles the globe. To its north, it is separated from mainland Australia by Bass Strait[image: External link]. Tasmania is the only Australian state that is not located on the Australian mainland. Depending on which Borders of the oceans[image: External link] are used, the island can be said to be either surrounded by the Southern Ocean, or to have the Pacific on its east and the Indian to its west. Still other definitions of the ocean boundaries would have Tasmania with the Great Australian Bight[image: External link] to the west, and the Tasman Sea to the east.

Tasmania has been volcanically inactive in recent geological times but has many jagged peaks resulting from recent glaciation[image: External link]. Tasmania is the most mountainous state in Australia. The most mountainous region is the Central Highlands[image: External link] area, which covers most of the central western parts of the state. The Midlands[image: External link] located in the central east, is fairly flat, and is predominantly used for agriculture, although farming activity is scattered throughout the state. Tasmania's tallest mountain is Mount Ossa[image: External link] at 1,617 metres (5,305 feet). The mountain lies in the heart of the world-famous Cradle Mountain-Lake St Clair National Park[image: External link].[4][46] Much of Tasmania is still densely forested, with the Southwest National Park[image: External link] and neighbouring areas holding some of the last temperate rain forests in the Southern Hemisphere[image: External link].

The Tarkine[image: External link], containing Savage River National Park[image: External link] located in the island's far north west, is the largest temperate rainforest[image: External link] area in Australia covering about 3,800 square kilometres (1,500 sq mi).[47] With its rugged topography, Tasmania has a great number of rivers. Several of Tasmania's largest rivers have been dammed at some point to provide hydroelectricity[image: External link]. Many rivers begin in the Central Highlands and flow out to the coast. Tasmania's major population centres are mainly situated around estuaries[image: External link] (some of which are named rivers).

The Derwent River[image: External link] flows south east and reaches the coast at Hobart; the Tamar River[image: External link] flows north from Launceston; the Mersey River[image: External link] also flows north to the North West Coast at Devonport; the Franklin and Gordon Rivers flow west and meet the coast at Strahan[image: External link]. The South Esk River[image: External link] is the longest river in Tasmania. It starts in the mountains at Fingal[image: External link] and flows through Avoca[image: External link], Evandale[image: External link], Longford[image: External link], Hadspen[image: External link] and finally Launceston. The river is dammed at Launceston's Trevallyn Dam[image: External link] and used for the city's hydroelectricity[image: External link]. Although most of the water is dammed at Lake Trevallyn, some flows on into the Cataract Gorge[image: External link], where it becomes a tributary to the Tamar Estuary, and the outflow from the power station also joins the Tamar River downstream of Launceston.[48]

The state of Tasmania shares a land border with Victoria at its northernmost terrestrial point, Boundary Islet[image: External link], a nature reserve in Bass Strait.[49] Tasmania (the state) also includes Macquarie Island, situated 1,500 km south of the state, and approximately halfway between New Zealand and the Antarctic mainland, along with neighbouring island groups Judge and Clerk Islets[image: External link] 11 km north and Bishop and Clerk Islets[image: External link] about 37 km south of Macquarie Island. The latter include the southernmost terrestrial point of the state of Tasmania, and the southernmost internationally recognised land in Australia.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Climate




See also: Climate of Tasmania[image: External link]


Tasmania has a cool temperate climate with four distinct seasons.[50] Summer is from December to February when the average maximum sea temperature is 21 °C (70 °F) and inland areas around Launceston reach 24 °C (75 °F). Other inland areas are much cooler, with Liawenee[image: External link], located on the Central Plateau, one of the coldest places in Australia, ranging between 4 °C (39 °F) and 17 °C (63 °F) in February. Autumn is from March to May, with mostly settled weather, as summer patterns gradually take on the shape of winter patterns.[51] The winter months are from June to August, and are generally the wettest and coolest months in the state, with most high lying areas receiving considerable snowfall. Winter maximums are 12 °C (54 °F) on average along coastal areas and 3 °C (37 °F) on the central plateau, as a result of a series of cold fronts from the Southern Ocean. Inland areas receive regular freezes throughout the winter months.[52] Spring is from September to November, and is an unsettled season of transition, where winter weather patterns begin to take the shape of summer patterns, although snowfall is still common up until October. Spring is generally the windiest time of the year with afternoon sea breezes starting to take effect on the coast.



	City
	Mean Min. Temp °C
	Mean Max. Temp °C
	No. Clear days
	Rainfall (mm)



	Hobart
	8.3
	16.9
	41
	616[53]



	Launceston[image: External link]
	7.2
	18.4
	50
	666[54]



	Devonport[image: External link]
	8.1
	16.8
	61
	778[55]



	Strahan[image: External link]
	7.9
	16.5
	41
	1,458[56]





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Soils




Despite the presence of some Quaternary[image: External link] glaciation[image: External link], Tasmania's soils are not more fertile than those of mainland Australia, largely because most are severely leached[image: External link] and the areas with driest climates (least leaching) were unaffected by glaciation or alluvia derived therefrom. Most soils on the Bass Strait Islands, the east coast and western Tasmania are very infertile spodosols[image: External link] or psamments[image: External link], with some even less fertile "lateritic podzolic soils" in the latter region. Most of these lands are thus not used for agriculture, but there is much productive forestry—which remains one of the state's major industries.

On the north coast, apart from some relatively fertile alluvial soils used for fruit-growing, there are also deep red, easily workable soils known as "krasnozems" ("red land"). These soils are highly acidic and fix phosphate very effectively, but their extremely favourable physical properties make them extensively used for dairying, beef cattle and fodder crops.

The Midlands and the Lower Derwent present a different story from the rest of the state. Owing to a relatively dry climate and alkaline (mostly dolerite[image: External link]) parent material, these soils are relatively unleached and contain lime in the deeper subsoil. They are mostly classified as "prairie soils" or "brown earths" and bear some resemblance to the chernozems[image: External link] of Russia and North America, although they are much lower in available phosphorus[image: External link] and somewhat acidic in the surface levels. Their higher nutrient levels, however, allow them to support productive pasture, and large numbers of sheep are grazed in these regions. Some grain crops are also grown in the driest areas. In the alluvial areas of southeastern Tasmania, rich alluvial soils permit apples to be grown.

Tasmania became known as the "Apple Isle" because for many years it was one of the world's major apple producers. Apples are still grown in large numbers, particularly in southern Tasmania, and have the distinction of being the first approved by the Japanese government for import, due to their verifiable pest-free status.[57]
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 Ecology




Main article: Flora and fauna of Tasmania[image: External link]


Geographically and genetically isolated, Tasmania is known for its unique flora and fauna. Tasmania has extremely diverse[image: External link] vegetation, from the heavily grazed grassland of the dry Midlands to the tall evergreen eucalypt[image: External link] forest, alpine heathlands and large areas of cool temperate rainforests[image: External link] and moorlands in the rest of the state. Many flora species are unique to Tasmania, and some are related to species in South America and New Zealand through ancestors which grew on the super continent of Gondwana[image: External link], 50 million years ago.

The island of Tasmania was home to the thylacine, a marsupial which resembled a Fossa (animal)[image: External link] or some say a wild dog. Known colloquially as the Tasmanian tiger for the distinctive striping across its back, it became extinct in mainland Australia much earlier because of competition by the dingo, introduced in prehistoric times. Owing to persecution by farmers, government-funded bounty hunters and, in the final years, collectors for overseas museums, it appears to have been exterminated in Tasmania. The Tasmanian devil[image: External link] became the largest carnivorous marsupial[image: External link] in the world following the extinction[image: External link] of the thylacine in 1936, and is now found in the wild only in Tasmania. Tasmania was one of the last regions of Australia to be introduced to domesticated dogs. Dogs were brought from Britain in 1803 for hunting kangaroos and emus. This introduction completely transformed Aboriginal society, as it helped them to successfully compete with European hunters, and was more important than the introduction of guns for the Aboriginals.[58]
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 Demography




Tasmania's population is more homogeneous than that of other states of Australia, with many of British descent.[59] Approximately 65% of its residents are descendants of an estimated 10,000 "founding families" from the mid-19th century. As of 1996, more than 80% of Tasmanians were born in the state and almost 90% were born in Australia, New Zealand, Great Britain, or Ireland. The ethnic homogeneity makes it an attractive location to study population genetics[image: External link].[60]

Until 2012, Tasmania was the only state in Australia with an above-replacement total fertility rate[image: External link]; Tasmanian women had an average of 2.24 children each.[61] By 2012 the birth rate had slipped to 2.1 children per woman, bringing the state to the replacement threshold, but it continues to have the second-highest birth rate of any state or territory (behind the Northern Territory).[62]

Major population centres include Hobart, Launceston[image: External link], Devonport[image: External link], Burnie[image: External link], and Ulverstone[image: External link]. Kingston[image: External link] is often defined as a separate city but is generally regarded as part of the Greater Hobart Area.[citation needed[image: External link]]



	Name
	Population



	Greater Hobart
	221,000[63]




	Launceston[image: External link]
	86,633[64]




	Devonport[image: External link]
	30,497[64]




	Burnie[image: External link]
	27,699[64]




	Ulverstone[image: External link]
	14,726[64]
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 Economy




Main article: Economy of Tasmania[image: External link]


Traditionally, Tasmania's main industries have been mining (including copper, zinc[image: External link], tin[image: External link], and iron), agriculture, forestry, and tourism. In the 1940s and 1950s, a hydro-industrialisation initiative was embodied in the state by Hydro Tasmania[image: External link]. These all have had varying fortunes over the last century and more, involved in ebbs and flows of population moving in and away dependent upon the specific requirements of the dominant industries of the time. The state also has a large number of food exporting sectors, including but not limited to seafood (such as Atlantic salmon[image: External link], abalone[image: External link] and crayfish[image: External link]).

In the 1960s and 1970s there was a rapid decline in traditional crops such as apples and pears,[65] with other crops and industries eventually rising in their place. During the 15 years until 2010, new agricultural products such as wine, saffron[image: External link], pyrethrum[image: External link] and cherries[image: External link] have been fostered by the Tasmanian Institute of Agricultural Research[image: External link].

Favourable economic conditions throughout Australia, cheaper air fares, and two new Spirit of Tasmania ferries have all contributed to what is now a booming tourism industry.

About 1.7% of the Tasmanian population are employed by local government.[66] Other major employers include Nyrstar[image: External link], Norske Skog[image: External link], Grange Resources, Rio Tinto[image: External link],[67] the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Hobart[image: External link], and Federal Group[image: External link]. Small business is a large part of the community life, including such success stories as Incat[image: External link], Moorilla Estate[image: External link] and Tassal[image: External link]. In the late 1990s, many national companies based their call centres in the state after obtaining cheap access to broad-band fibre optic connections.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Thirty-four percent of Tasmanians are reliant on welfare payments as their primary source of income.[68] This number is in part due to the large number of older residents and retirees in Tasmania receiving Age Pensions. Due to its natural beauty and clean air, Tasmania is a popular location for Australians to retire to.[69]
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 Culture
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 Cuisine




See also: Tasmanian wine[image: External link]


During colonial times the cuisines of the British Isles were the standard in most areas of Tasmania. Tasmania now has a wide range of restaurants, in part due to the arrival of immigrants and changing cultural patterns. Scattered across Tasmania are many vineyards,[70] and Tasmanian beer brands such as Boags[image: External link] and Cascade[image: External link] are known and sold in Mainland Australia. King Island[image: External link] off the northwestern coast of Tasmania has a reputation for boutique cheeses[70] and dairy products. Tasmanians are also consumers of seafood,[70] such as crayfish[image: External link], orange roughy[image: External link], salmon[image: External link][70] and oysters[image: External link],[70] both farmed and wild.
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 Events




Main article: List of Events in Tasmania[image: External link]


To foster tourism, the state government encourages or supports several annual events in and around the island. The best known of these is the Sydney to Hobart Yacht Race, starting on Boxing Day[image: External link] in Sydney and usually arriving at Constitution Dock[image: External link] in Hobart around three to four days later, during the Taste of Tasmania[image: External link], an annual food and wine festival. Other events include the road rally[image: External link] Targa Tasmania[image: External link] which attracts rally drivers from around the world and is staged all over the state, over five days. Rural or regional events include Agfest[image: External link], a three-day agricultural show[image: External link] held at Carrick[image: External link] (just west of Launceston) in early May and the Royal Hobart Show[image: External link] and Royal Launceston Show[image: External link], both held in October annually. Music events held in Tasmania include the Falls Festival[image: External link] at Marion Bay[image: External link] (a Victorian event now held in both Victoria and Tasmania on New Year's Eve), MS Fest[image: External link] is a charity music event held in Launceston, to raise money for those with multiple sclerosis[image: External link], the Cygnet Folk Festival is one Australia's most iconic folk music festivals and is held every year in January, the Tasmanian Lute Festival is an early music event held in different locations in Tasmania every two years and directed by Susan King. Recent additions to the state arts events calendar include the 10 Days on the Island[image: External link] arts festival, and MONA FOMA[image: External link], run by David Walsh[image: External link] and curated by Brian Ritchie[image: External link].
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 Literature




Main article: Tasmanian literature[image: External link]


Tasmania has a vibrant and growing literary culture. Notable titles include For the Term of His Natural Life[image: External link] by Marcus Clarke[image: External link], The Sound of One Hand Clapping[image: External link] and Gould's Book of Fish[image: External link] by Richard Flanagan, Bad Guys Go To Heaven by Angus Thornett,[71] The Alphabet of Light and Dark by Danielle Wood, The Roving Party[image: External link] by Rohan Wilson, The Butterfly Man by Heather Rose[image: External link] and The Year of Living Dangerously[image: External link] by Christopher Koch[image: External link] and children's books such as The Museum of Thieves by Lian Tanner[image: External link] and Tiger Tale[image: External link] by Marion and Steve Isham. Tasmania also has a literary magazine that was formed in 1979, called Island magazine[image: External link] and a biennial festival, the Tasmanian Writers and Readers Festival hosted by the Tasmanian Writers Centre.
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 Media




See also: Tasmanian Media[image: External link]


Tasmania has five broadcast television stations which produce local content including ABC Tasmania[image: External link], Southern Cross Television Tasmania[image: External link] – an affiliate of Seven Network[image: External link], WIN Television Tasmania[image: External link] – an affiliate of Ten Network[image: External link], Nine Tas – an affiliate of the Nine Network[image: External link] (joint owned by WIN and Southern Cross), and SBS.
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 Music and performing arts




Tasmania has a varied musical scene, ranging from the Tasmanian Symphony Orchestra[image: External link] whose home is the Federation Concert Hall[image: External link], to a substantial number of small bands, orchestras, string quintets, saxophone ensembles and individual artists who perform at a variety of venues around the state. Tasmania is also home to a vibrant community of composers including Constantine Koukias[image: External link], Maria Grenfell[image: External link] and Don Kay[image: External link], who is the patron of the Tasmanian Composers Collective,[72] the representative body for composers in Tasmania. Tasmania is also home to one of Australia's leading new music institutions, IHOS Music Theatre and Opera[image: External link] and gospel choirs, the Southern Gospel Choir[image: External link]. Prominent Australian metal bands Psycroptic[image: External link] and Striborg[image: External link] hail from Tasmania.[73] Respected noir-rock band The Paradise Motel[image: External link][74] and eighties power-pop combo The Innocents[image: External link][75] are also citizens. The first season of[image: External link] the television series The Mole[image: External link] was filmed and based mainly in Tasmania, with the final elimination taking place in Port Arthur gaol.
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 Tasmanian cinema




Films set in Tasmania include Young Einstein[image: External link], The Tale of Ruby Rose[image: External link], The Hunter[image: External link], The Last Confession of Alexander Pearce[image: External link], Arctic Blast[image: External link], Manganinnie[image: External link], Van Diemen's Land[image: External link] and Lion[image: External link]. Common within Australian cinema[image: External link], the Tasmanian landscape is a focal point in most of their feature film productions. The Last Confession of Alexander Pearce and Van Diemen's Land are both set during an episode of Tasmania's convict history. Tasmanian film production goes as far back as the silent era[image: External link], with the epic For The Term of His Natural Life[image: External link] in 1927 being the most expensive feature film made on Australian shores.
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 Visual arts




The biennial Tasmanian Living Artists' Week is a ten-day statewide festival for Tasmania's visual artists. The fourth festival in 2007 involved more than 1000 artists. Tasmania is home to two winners of the prestigious Archibald Prize[image: External link]—Jack Carington Smith[image: External link] in 1963 for a portrait of Professor James McAuley[image: External link], and Geoffrey Dyer[image: External link] in 2003 for his portrait of Richard Flanagan. Photographers Olegas Truchanas[image: External link] and Peter Dombrovskis[image: External link] are known for works that became iconic in the Lake Pedder[image: External link] and Franklin Dam[image: External link] conservation movements. English-born painter John Glover[image: External link] (1767–1849) is known for his paintings of Tasmanian landscapes. The Museum of Old and New Art (MONA) opened in January 2011 at the Moorilla Estate[image: External link] in Berriedale[image: External link],[76] and is the largest privately owned museum complex in Australia.[77]
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 Transport
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 Air




Tasmania's main air carriers are Jetstar Airways[image: External link] and Virgin Australia[image: External link]; Qantas[image: External link], QantasLink[image: External link] and Regional Express Airlines[image: External link] have services from Tasmania. These airlines fly direct routes to Brisbane[image: External link], the Gold Coast, Melbourne and Sydney. Major airports include Hobart International Airport[image: External link] (which has not had a regular scheduled international passenger service since the 1990s) and Launceston Airport[image: External link]; the smaller airports, Burnie[image: External link] (Wynyard) and King Island[image: External link], serviced by Regional Express; and Devonport[image: External link], serviced by QantasLink; have services to Melbourne[image: External link]. Intra-Tasmanian air services are offered by Airlines of Tasmania[image: External link]. Until 2001 Ansett Australia[image: External link] operated majorly out of Tasmania to 12 destinations nationwide.
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 Antarctica base




Tasmania – Hobart in particular – serves as Australia's chief sea link to Antarctica, with the Australian Antarctic Division[image: External link] located in Kingston[image: External link]. Hobart is also the home port of the French ship l'Astrolabe, which makes regular supply runs to the French Southern Territories[image: External link] near and in Antarctica.
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 Road




Within the state, the primary form of transport is by road. Since the 1980s, many of the state's highways[image: External link] have undergone regular upgrades. These include the Hobart Southern Outlet[image: External link], Launceston Southern Outlet, Bass Highway[image: External link] reconstruction, and the Huon Highway[image: External link]. Public transport is provided by Metro Tasmania[image: External link] bus services within urban areas, with Redline Coaches[image: External link], Tassielink Transit[image: External link] and Callows Coaches providing bus service between population centres.
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 Rail




Rail transport in Tasmania[image: External link] consists of narrow-gauge lines to all four major population centres and to mining and forestry operations on the west coast and in the northwest. Services are operated by TasRail[image: External link]. Regular passenger train services in the state ceased in 1977; the only scheduled trains are for freight, but there are tourist trains in specific areas, for example the West Coast Wilderness Railway[image: External link] and the Ida Bay Railway[image: External link]. There is an ongoing proposal[image: External link] to reinstate commuter trains to Hobart. This idea however lacks political motivation.
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 Shipping




See also: Bass Strait Ferries[image: External link]


The port of Hobart is the second deepest natural port in the world, second to only Rio de Janeiro[image: External link] in Brazil.[citation needed[image: External link]] There is a substantial amount of commercial and recreational shipping within the harbour and the port regularly hosts Cruise ships and occasionally military vessels. Burnie and Devonport on the northwest coast host ports and several other coastal towns host either small fishing ports or substantial marinas. The domestic sea route between Tasmanian and the mainland is serviced by Bass Strait[image: External link] passenger/vehicle ferries operated by the Tasmanian government-owned TT-Line (Tasmania)[image: External link]. The state is also home to Incat[image: External link], a manufacturer of very high-speed aluminium catamarans that regularly broke records when they were first launched. The state government tried using them on the Bass Strait run but eventually decided to discontinue the run because of concerns over viability and the suitability of the vessels for the extreme weather conditions sometimes experienced in the strait.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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Main article: Sport in Tasmania[image: External link]


Sport is an important pastime in Tasmania, and the state has produced several famous sportsmen and women and also hosted several major sporting events. The Tasmanian Tigers[image: External link] cricket team represents the state successfully (for example the Sheffield Shield[image: External link] in 2007, 2011 and 2013) and plays its home games at the Bellerive Oval[image: External link] in Hobart; which is also the home ground for the Hobart Hurricanes in the Big Bash League. In addition, Bellerive Oval regularly hosts international cricket matches. Famous Tasmanian cricketers include David Boon[image: External link] and former Australian captain Ricky Ponting[image: External link].

Australian Rules Football[image: External link] is also popularly followed, with occasional discussion of a proposed Tasmanian team[image: External link] in the Australian Football League ( AFL[image: External link]). Several AFL games have been played at Aurora Stadium[image: External link], Launceston, including the Hawthorn Football Club[image: External link] and as of 2012, at the Bellerive Oval with the North Melbourne Football Club[image: External link] playing 3 home games there. The stadium was the site of an infamous match between St Kilda[image: External link] and Fremantle[image: External link] which was controversially drawn[image: External link] after the umpires failed to hear the final siren.

Rugby League Football[image: External link] is also played in the area, with the highest level of football played is in the Tasmanian Rugby League[image: External link] competition. The most successful team is the Hobart Tigers winning the title three times.

Rugby Union[image: External link] is also played in Tasmania and is governed by the Tasmanian Rugby Union[image: External link]. Ten clubs take part in the statewide Tasmanian Rugby Competition.

Association football (soccer) is played throughout the state, including a proposed Tasmanian A-League Club[image: External link] and an existing statewide league called the NPL Tasmania[image: External link].

Tasmania hosts the professional Moorilla International[image: External link] tennis tournament as part of the lead up to the Australian Open and is played at the Hobart International Tennis Centre[image: External link], Hobart.

The Sydney to Hobart Yacht Race is an annual event starting in Sydney, NSW, on Boxing Day and finishing in Hobart, Tasmania. It is widely considered to be one of the most difficult yacht races in the world.[78]

While some of the other sports played and barracked for have grown in popularity, others have declined. For example, in basketball Tasmania has not been represented in the National Basketball League[image: External link] since the demise of the Hobart Devils[image: External link] in 1996.
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Main article: List of Tasmanians[image: External link]


Notable people from Tasmania include:



	
Oliver Heyward[image: External link], 6th Bishop of Bendigo

	
Mary, Crown Princess of Denmark[image: External link] (née Mary Donaldson)

	
David Walsh[image: External link]—Owner and founder of MONA


	
Bob Clifford[image: External link], owner and founder of Incat[image: External link]


	
Truganini[image: External link], full-blooded Tasmanian Aborigine[image: External link]


	
F. Matthias Alexander[image: External link] (1869–1955), originator of the Alexander Technique[image: External link]


	
Anglican Archbishop of Brisbane and Primate of Australia Phillip Aspinall[image: External link]


	
Elizabeth Blackburn[image: External link], first woman from Australia to win a Nobel Prize

	
John Gellibrand[image: External link], founder of Legacy

	dancer and choreographer Graeme Murphy[image: External link]


	
Deny King[image: External link], naturalist, ornithologist and environmentalist

	Aviator and a founder of Qantas, Sir Hudson Fysh[image: External link]
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 Politicians





	
Joseph Lyons[image: External link], Prime Minister of Australia[image: External link]


	his wife Dame Enid Lyons[image: External link], the first woman member of the House of Representatives


	
Bob Brown[image: External link], former leader of the Greens political party.
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 Actors





	Actor Simon Baker[image: External link], star of The Mentalist[image: External link]


	Actor Errol Flynn[image: External link]


	Actress Rachael Taylor[image: External link]


	Australian actress Kris McQuade[image: External link] lives in Tasmania.

	Actress Essie Davis[image: External link], star of Miss Fisher's Murder Mysteries[image: External link]





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Authors





	
Richard Flanagan, Australian author and recipient of the Man Booker Prize 2014

	author Christopher Koch[image: External link]


	author and permaculturalist Bill Mollison[image: External link], Right Livelihood Award, 1981

	author Kate Gordon[image: External link]
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 Sports persons





	Australian cricketer[image: External link] Ricky Ponting[image: External link]


	Australian cricketer David Boon[image: External link]


	Australian cricketer George Bailey[image: External link]


	Australian cricketer Xavier Doherty[image: External link]


	Australian Test cricket match umpire Steve Randell[image: External link]; convicted of 15 counts of sexual assault against nine schoolgirls

	
Woodchopping[image: External link] world champion David Foster[image: External link]


	
Robert Fahey[image: External link], real tennis[image: External link] player; reigning World Champion since 1994.

	Former ATP Tennis player David Macpherson[image: External link]


	
Alex Cisak[image: External link], Association football player currently playing for Football League 2[image: External link] side Leyton Orient[image: External link]. Although, he was born in Poland[image: External link].

	
Royce Hart[image: External link], Australian rules footballer


	
Matthew Richardson[image: External link], Australian rules footballer

	Former V8 Supercar[image: External link] and current NASCAR[image: External link] driver Marcos Ambrose[image: External link] (2003–2004 champion of V8 Supercar)

	Retired V8 Supercar[image: External link], driver John Bowe[image: External link] (1995 champion)

	Cyclist Richie Porte[image: External link]


	Cyclist Luke Ockerby[image: External link]
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 Musicians and composers





	Drummer Dave Haley[image: External link] from technical death metal band Psycroptic[image: External link] and black metal band Ruins (metal band)[image: External link]


	Composer Don Kay[image: External link]


	Country music singer Jean Stafford[image: External link]


	Composer Peter Sculthorpe[image: External link]


	Bassist Brian Ritchie[image: External link] and founding member of Violent Femmes[image: External link]
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 See also





	Aboriginal Tasmanians[image: External link]

	Australia

	Index of Australia-related articles

	List of amphibians of Tasmania[image: External link]

	List of schools in Tasmania[image: External link]

	Outline of Australia

	Savage River National Park[image: External link]

	Protected areas of Tasmania[image: External link]

	Tarkine[image: External link]

	Regions of Tasmania[image: External link]

	University of Tasmania[image: External link]
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List of islands of Australia






"Islands of Australia" redirects here. For the 2016 television program, see Martin Clunes: Islands of Australia[image: External link].

This is a list of selected Australian islands grouped by State or Territory[image: External link].

Australia has 8,222 islands within its maritime borders.

Largest islands

The islands larger than 1,000 square kilometres (390 sq mi) are:[1][2]


	Mainland Tasmania (Tas) 64,519 square kilometres (24,911 sq mi);

	
Melville Island[image: External link], Northern Territory (NT), 5,786 square kilometres (2,234 sq mi);

	
Kangaroo Island[image: External link], South Australia (SA), 4,416 square kilometres (1,705 sq mi);

	
Groote Eylandt[image: External link] (NT), 2,285 square kilometres (882 sq mi);

	
Bathurst Island[image: External link] (NT), 1,693 square kilometres (654 sq mi);

	
Fraser Island[image: External link], Queensland (Qld), 1,653 square kilometres (638 sq mi);

	
Flinders Island[image: External link] (Tas), 1,359 square kilometres (525 sq mi);

	
King Island[image: External link] (Tas), 1,091 square kilometres (421 sq mi); and

	
Mornington Island[image: External link] (Qld), 1,002 square kilometres (387 sq mi).



New South Wales



	
Bare Island[image: External link], near the north headland of Botany Bay

	
Bird Island[image: External link], located near Budgewoi, 1.4 kilometres (0.87 mi) east of the Central Coast

	
Boondelbah Island[image: External link], at the mouth of Port Stephens

	
Broughton Island (New South Wales)[image: External link], located north of Port Stephens[image: External link]


	
Cabbage Tree Island[image: External link], at the mouth of Port Stephens

	
Chatsworth Island, in the Clarence River[image: External link]


	
Clark Island[image: External link], in Sydney Harbour

	
Cockatoo Island[image: External link], in Sydney Harbour, originally used as a prison and later developed as a shipyard

	
Cook Island, located near Tweed Heads[image: External link]


	
Dangar Island[image: External link], a small forested island in the Hawkesbury River

	
Dumaresq Island, a small island in the Manning River downstream of Taree[image: External link]


	
Darling Island, a former island subsequently bridged by land, in Sydney Harbour

	
Esk Island, in the north arm of the Clarence River

	
Fatima Island[image: External link], a tidal island of the COok's RIver

	
Fort Denison[image: External link], also known as Pinchgut


	
Five Islands Nature Reserve[image: External link], a group of islands off the coast near Wollongong

	
Garden Island[image: External link] (no longer an island)

	
Glebe Island[image: External link] (no longer an island)

	
Goat Island[image: External link], a rocky island in Sydney Harbour

	Goodwood Island[image: External link]

	
Green Island[image: External link], a small island north of Smoky Cape

	
Harwood Island, in the Clarence River

	
Lion Island[image: External link], at the entrance to the Hawkesbury River

	
Long Island[image: External link], in the Hawkesbury River

	
Lord Howe Island[image: External link], a small island in the Tasman Sea, 600 kilometres (370 mi) east of the Australian mainland

	Ball's Pyramid[image: External link]

	Admiralty Group[image: External link]





	
Milson Island[image: External link], in the Hawkesbury River

	
Montague Island[image: External link], 9 kilometres (5.6 mi) east of Narooma on the south coast

	
Muttonbird Island[image: External link], off Coffs Harbour[image: External link]


	Oxley Island

	
Pinchgut - see Fort Denison[image: External link], a former penal site and defensive facility in Sydney Harbour

	
Pulbah Island[image: External link], the largest island in Lake Macquarie

	
Rodd Island[image: External link], a small island in the Parramatta River

	
Scotland Island[image: External link], in the north of Sydney

	
Shark Island[image: External link], in Sydney Harbour

	
Snapper Island[image: External link], in Sydney Harbour

	
Spectacle Island[image: External link], in the Hawkesbury River

	
Spectacle Island[image: External link], in Sydney Harbour

	Solitary Islands[image: External link]

	
Wasp Island, the only island in Durras Inlet near Batemans Bay[image: External link][3]


	
Wedding Cake Island[image: External link], a small island of the coast of Coogee

	
Windang Island, a small island at the entrance to Lake Illawarra

	
Woodford Island[image: External link], in the Clarence River on the far north coast





Northern Territory



	Bathurst Island[image: External link]

	Bickerton Island[image: External link]

	Crocodile Islands[image: External link]

	Croker Island[image: External link]

	Elcho Island[image: External link]

	Goulburn Islands[image: External link]

	
Groote Eylandt[image: External link] - Dutch for "Big Island" - Australia's 4th largest island

	Howard Island[image: External link]

	Martjanba Island

	
Melville Island[image: External link], the second largest island in Australia

	Quail Island[image: External link]

	Sir Edward Pellew Group[image: External link]

	Tiwi Islands[image: External link]

	Vanderlin Island[image: External link]

	Wessel Islands[image: External link]





Queensland



	Acheron Island[image: External link]

	Agnes Island[image: External link]

	Albino Rock[image: External link]

	Aplin Islet[image: External link]

	Arnold Islets[image: External link]

	Baird Island[image: External link]

	Barber Island[image: External link]

	Barrow Island[image: External link]

	Bedarra Island[image: External link]

	Beesley Island[image: External link]

	Bird Islands[image: External link]

	
Bishop Island[image: External link] [4]


	Bootie Island[image: External link]

	Bountiful Islands[image: External link]

	Bowden Island[image: External link]

	Boyne Island[image: External link]

	Brampton Island[image: External link]

	Bribie Island[image: External link]

	Brisk Island[image: External link]

	
Brook Islands[image: External link], three islands: North, Tween and Middle.

	Bourke Isles[image: External link]

	Bushy Island[image: External link]

	Bushy Islet[image: External link]

	Cholmondeley Islet[image: External link]

	Clack Island[image: External link]

	Clerke Island[image: External link]

	Coconut Island[image: External link]

	Coochiemudlo Island[image: External link]

	Crab Island[image: External link]

	Cordelia Rocks[image: External link]

	Coquet Island[image: External link]

	Curacoa Island[image: External link]

	Denham Island[image: External link]

	Douglas Islet[image: External link]

	Duncan Islands[image: External link]

	Dunk Island[image: External link]

	Eagle Island[image: External link]

	Ellis Island[image: External link]

	Ephraim Island[image: External link]

	Esk Island[image: External link]

	Eclipse Island[image: External link]

	Fantome Island[image: External link]

	Falcon Island[image: External link]

	Fisher Island[image: External link]

	
Fisherman Island[image: External link] (no longer an island - Port of Brisbane wharves construction in the mouth of the Brisbane River extended over it)

	Fitzroy Island[image: External link]

	Fly Island[image: External link]

	
Frankland Islands[image: External link]

	Russell Island[image: External link]





	
Fraser Island[image: External link], the largest sand island in the world

	Goold Island[image: External link]

	Gore Island[image: External link]

	Great Keppel Island[image: External link]

	Great Palm Island[image: External link]

	Green Island[image: External link]

	Haggerston Island[image: External link]

	Hales Island[image: External link]

	Hannibal Islands[image: External link]

	Harvey Island[image: External link]

	Heron Island[image: External link]

	High Island[image: External link]

	Hinchinbrook Island[image: External link]

	Houghton Island[image: External link]

	Hudson Island[image: External link]

	Jessie Island[image: External link]

	Kangaroo Island[image: External link]

	Kent Island[image: External link]

	King Island[image: External link]

	Kumboola Island[image: External link]

	Lady Elliot Island[image: External link]

	Lady Musgrave Island[image: External link]

	Leggatt Island[image: External link]

	Lindquist Island[image: External link]

	Lizard Island[image: External link]

	Lloyd Island[image: External link]

	Low Island[image: External link]

	Low Wooded Island[image: External link]

	Mabel Island[image: External link]

	Makepeace Island[image: External link]

	Magnetic Island[image: External link]

	Milman Islet[image: External link]

	Moreton Island[image: External link]

	Mornington Island[image: External link]

	Morris Island[image: External link]

	Mudjimba Island[image: External link]

	Murdock Island[image: External link]

	Nigger Head[image: External link]

	Newton Island[image: External link]

	Nob Island[image: External link]

	Noble Island[image: External link]

	Normanby Island[image: External link]

	North Direction Island[image: External link]

	North Stradbroke Island[image: External link]

	Northumberland Islands[image: External link]

	Orpheus Island[image: External link]

	Paddy Island[image: External link]

	Palfrey Island[image: External link]

	Peel Island[image: External link]

	Pelorus Island[image: External link]

	Pentecost Island

	Percy Island

	Perry Island[image: External link]

	Pigeon Island[image: External link]

	Pincushion Island[image: External link]

	Pipon Island[image: External link]

	Prince of Wales Island[image: External link]

	Pumpkin Island[image: External link]

	Raine Island[image: External link]

	Restoration Island[image: External link]

	Rocky Island[image: External link]

	Rocky Point Island[image: External link]

	Rodney Island[image: External link]

	Round Island[image: External link]

	St Helena Island[image: External link]

	Shaw Island

	Sherrard Island[image: External link]

	Sir Charles Hardy Islands[image: External link]

	The Sisters[image: External link]

	Sisters Islands[image: External link]

	Snapper Island[image: External link]

	South Direction Island[image: External link]

	South Stradbroke Island[image: External link]

	
Southern Moreton Bay Islands[image: External link]

	Russell Island[image: External link]

	Macleay Island[image: External link]

	Perulpa Island (Connected to Macleay Island by causeway)

	Lamb Island[image: External link]

	Karragarra Island[image: External link]





	
Saibai Island[image: External link], in the Torres Strait[image: External link]


	Stephens Island[image: External link]

	Struck Island[image: External link]

	Sunday Island[image: External link]

	Sunter Island[image: External link]

	Sweers Island[image: External link]

	Talbot Islands[image: External link]

	Tern Island[image: External link]

	Thomson Islet[image: External link]

	Thorpe Island[image: External link]

	Three Islands[image: External link]

	
The Three Sisters[image: External link]

	Sue Islet[image: External link]





	Torres Strait Islands[image: External link]

	Trochus Island[image: External link]

	Turtle Group[image: External link]

	Watson Island[image: External link]

	Wellesley Islands[image: External link]

	Wheeler Island[image: External link]

	
Whitsunday Islands[image: External link]

	Daydream Island[image: External link]

	Dent Island[image: External link]

	Hamilton Island[image: External link]

	Hayman Island[image: External link]

	Hook Island[image: External link]

	Keswick Island[image: External link]

	Lindeman Island[image: External link]

	Long Island[image: External link]

	South Molle Island[image: External link]

	Whitsunday Island[image: External link]





	Wilson Island[image: External link]






	Woody Island[image: External link]



South Australia

Further information: Category:Islands of South Australia[image: External link]


Ocean islands



	
Althorpe Islands[image: External link]

	Haystack Island[image: External link]

	Seal Island (Investigator Strait)[image: External link]





	Beatrice Islets[image: External link]

	Bicker Isles[image: External link]

	Bird Islands[image: External link]

	Boston Island[image: External link]

	Busby Islet[image: External link]

	Casuarina Islets[image: External link]

	Chinamans Hat Island[image: External link]

	Curlew Island[image: External link]

	Douglas Rock[image: External link]

	Entrance Island[image: External link]

	Gambier Islands[image: External link]

	Garden Island[image: External link]

	Goose Island[image: External link]

	Granite Island[image: External link]

	Grantham Island[image: External link]

	Greenly Island[image: External link]

	Grindal Island[image: External link]

	
Investigator Group[image: External link]

	Flinders Island[image: External link]

	
Pearson Isles[image: External link]

	Dorothee Island[image: External link]

	Pearson Island[image: External link]

	Veteran Isles[image: External link]





	Topgallant Islands[image: External link]

	Waldegrave Islands[image: External link]

	Ward Islands[image: External link]





	Jones Island[image: External link]

	
Kangaroo Island[image: External link], Australia's third-largest island

	Liguanea Island[image: External link]

	Lipson Island[image: External link]

	Louth Island[image: External link]

	Neptune Islands[image: External link]

	Nicolas Baudin Island[image: External link]

	Nobby Islet[image: External link]

	
Nuyts Archipelago[image: External link]

	St Francis Island[image: External link]

	St Peter Island[image: External link]

	Smooth Island[image: External link]





	Middle Island[image: External link]

	Owen Island[image: External link]

	Paisley Islet[image: External link]

	Pelorus Islet[image: External link]

	Pullen Island[image: External link]

	Rabbit Island, Coffin Bay

	
Rabbit Island[image: External link], Louth Bay

	Rabbit Islet, Pelican Lagoon[image: External link]

	Royston Island[image: External link]

	St Francis Island[image: External link]

	St Peter Island[image: External link]

	Shag Island[image: External link]

	
Sir Joseph Banks Group[image: External link]

	Blyth Island

	Boucaut Island

	Dalby Island

	Dangerous Reef[image: External link]

	Duffield Island

	English Island[image: External link]

	Hareby Island

	Kirkby Island

	Langton Island

	Lusby Island

	Marum Island

	Partney Island

	Reevesby Island

	Roxby Island

	Seal Rock

	Sibsey Island[image: External link]

	Spilsby Island

	Stickney Island

	Winceby Island





	Seal Island (Encounter Bay)[image: External link]

	South Island[image: External link]

	Taylor Island[image: External link]

	Thistle Island[image: External link]

	Torrens Island[image: External link]

	Troubridge Island[image: External link]

	Tumby Island[image: External link]

	Unnamed island, Baird Bay[image: External link]

	Wardang Island[image: External link]

	Wedge Island[image: External link]

	Weeroona Island[image: External link]

	West Island[image: External link]

	Wright Island[image: External link]





Murray River islands


	List of islands within the Murray River in South Australia[image: External link]

	Hindmarsh Island[image: External link]

	Pomanda Island[image: External link]

	Rabbit Island, Coorong



Tasmania

Main article: List of islands of Tasmania[image: External link]


Further information: Category:Islands of Tasmania[image: External link]


Tasmania is a large island state off the south coast. The main island (which includes 94% of the state's land area) does not have a defined name but can be referred to as the "Tasmanian mainland".



	Anderson Island

	Boomer Island[image: External link]

	Bruny Island[image: External link]

	Breaksea Islands[image: External link]

	Cape Barren Island[image: External link]

	Clarke Island[image: External link]

	Eddystone Island[image: External link]

	Flinders Island[image: External link]

	Goat Island[image: External link]

	Hogan Island[image: External link]

	
Hunter Island Group[image: External link]

	Hunter Island[image: External link]

	Robbins Island[image: External link]

	Three Hummock Island[image: External link]

	Walker Island[image: External link]





	Kathleen Island[image: External link]

	
Kent Group[image: External link], Bass Strait

	King Island[image: External link]

	Louisa Island[image: External link]

	
Maatsuyker Islands[image: External link]

	Chicken Island[image: External link]

	De Witt Island[image: External link]

	Flat Top Island[image: External link]

	Flat Witch Island[image: External link]

	Hen Island[image: External link]

	Ile du Golfe[image: External link]

	Louisa Island[image: External link]

	Maatsuyker Island[image: External link]

	Round Top Island[image: External link]

	Walker Island[image: External link]





	Macquarie Island

	Maria Island[image: External link]

	Mewstone[image: External link]

	Pedra Branca[image: External link]

	Penguin Island[image: External link]

	Robbins Island[image: External link]

	Rodondo Island[image: External link]

	Sarah Island[image: External link]

	Schouten Island[image: External link]

	
Sloping Island Group[image: External link]

	Sloping Island[image: External link]

	Barren Island[image: External link]

	Fulham Island[image: External link]

	Hog Island[image: External link]

	King George Island[image: External link]

	Smooth Island[image: External link]

	Spectacle Island[image: External link]

	Little Spectacle Island[image: External link]

	Visscher Island[image: External link]

	Woody Island[image: External link]





	
Swainson Island Group[image: External link]

	Big Caroline Rock[image: External link]

	Hay Island[image: External link]

	Lourah Island[image: External link]

	Shanks Islands[image: External link]

	Swainson Island[image: External link]





	The Lanterns[image: External link]

	Vansittart Island

	Waterhouse Island[image: External link]

	Wedge Island[image: External link]





Victoria



	Anser Island[image: External link]

	Barrallier Island[image: External link]

	Bennison Island[image: External link]

	Chinaman Island[image: External link]

	Churchill Island[image: External link]

	Corner Island[image: External link]

	Duck Island[image: External link]

	Elizabeth Island[image: External link]

	French Island[image: External link]

	Gabo Island[image: External link]

	Griffiths Island[image: External link]

	Joe Island[image: External link]

	Kanowna Island[image: External link]

	Lady Julia Percy Island[image: External link]

	Mud Islands[image: External link]

	Norman Island[image: External link]

	Phillip Island[image: External link]

	Raymond Island[image: External link]

	Rotamah Island[image: External link]

	Sandstone Island

	Shellback Island[image: External link]

	Snake Island[image: External link]

	Sunday Island[image: External link]

	Swan Island[image: External link]

	Tullaberga Island[image: External link]

	Mangrove Islet[image: External link]





River islands


	Beveridge Island[image: External link]

	Coode Island[image: External link]

	Gunbower Island

	Herring Island[image: External link]

	Jordans Island

	Pental Island[image: External link]



Western Australia

Main article: List of islands in Western Australia[image: External link]


Further information: Category:Islands of Western Australia[image: External link]


See also: Islands of Perth, Western Australia[image: External link]


Over 1,000 islands have been gazetted – only the island groups and major islands are listed.



	Ashmore Reef[image: External link]

	Barrow Island[image: External link]

	Bonaparte Archipelago[image: External link]

	
Buccaneer Archipelago[image: External link]

	Cockatoo Island[image: External link]





	Cape Leeuwin Islands[image: External link]

	Carnac Island[image: External link]

	Dampier Archipelago[image: External link]

	Dirk Hartog Island[image: External link]

	Garden Island[image: External link]

	
Houtman Abrolhos[image: External link]

	Easter Group[image: External link]

	Pelsaert Group[image: External link]

	Wallabi Group[image: External link]





	Lacepede Islands[image: External link]

	Lowendal Islands[image: External link]

	Mary Anne Group[image: External link]

	Montebello Islands[image: External link]

	Recherché Archipelago[image: External link]

	Rottnest Island[image: External link]

	Rowley Shoals[image: External link]

	Scott and Seringapatam Reefs[image: External link]

	Shark Bay islands[image: External link]

	Wedge Island[image: External link]





Australian Territories

Jervis Bay Territory


	Bowen Island[image: External link]



Australian Capital Territory


	Aspen Island[image: External link]

	Pine Island

	Spinnaker Island

	Springbank Island[image: External link]



External Territories



	Ashmore and Cartier Islands

	
Australian Antarctic Territory

	Achernar Island[image: External link]

	Masson Island[image: External link]

	
Hawker Island[image: External link] (68° 39'S, 77° 52'E)[5]


	
Frazier Islands[image: External link] (66° 14'S, 110° 10'E)[5]


	
Giganteus Island[image: External link] (67° 37'S, 62° 33'E)[5]






	Christmas Island

	
Cocos (Keeling) Islands

	Horsburgh Island[image: External link]

	Home Island[image: External link]

	North Keeling Island[image: External link]

	West Island[image: External link]





	
Coral Sea Islands

	Cato Island

	Elizabeth Reef[image: External link]

	Middleton Reef[image: External link]

	Willis Island[image: External link]










	Heard Island and McDonald Islands

	
Norfolk Island

	Nepean Island[image: External link]

	Phillip Island[image: External link]







See also


	List of islands[image: External link]

	List of islands in the Pacific Ocean[image: External link]

	List of islands in the Indian Ocean[image: External link]

	List of islands of Asia[image: External link]

	List of Torres Strait Islands[image: External link]
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Papua New Guinea






This article is about the country. For the single by The Future Sound of London, see Papua New Guinea (song)[image: External link].

Coordinates: 6°S 147°E[image: External link]

Papua New Guinea (PNG; /'paepue nju: 'gIni:, 'pa:-, -pju- /[image: External link], US[image: External link] /'paepjue, pa:'pu:e /[image: External link];[9] Tok Pisin[image: External link]: Papua Niugini; Hiri Motu[image: External link]: Papua Niu Gini), officially the Independent State of Papua New Guinea, is an Oceanian country that occupies the eastern half of the island of New Guinea[image: External link] and its offshore islands in Melanesia, a region of the southwestern Pacific Ocean[image: External link] north of Australia. Its capital, located along its southeastern coast, is Port Moresby[image: External link]. The western half of New Guinea[image: External link] forms the Indonesian[image: External link] provinces of Papua and West Papua.

At the national level, after being ruled by three external powers since 1884, Papua New Guinea established its sovereignty in 1975. This followed nearly 60 years of Australian administration, which started during World War I[image: External link]. It became an independent Commonwealth realm[image: External link] in 1975 with Queen Elizabeth II as its head of state and became a member of the Commonwealth of Nations in its own right.

Papua New Guinea is one of the most culturally diverse[image: External link] countries in the world. There are 852 known languages[image: External link] in the country, of which 12 now have no known living speakers.[10] Most of the population of more than 7 million people live in customary communities[image: External link], which are as diverse as the languages.[11] It is also one of the most rural, as only 18 percent of its people live in urban centres.[12] The country is one of the world's least explored, culturally and geographically. It is known to have numerous groups of uncontacted peoples[image: External link], and researchers believe there are many undiscovered species of plants and animals in the interior.[13]

Papua New Guinea is classified as a developing economy[image: External link] by the International Monetary Fund[image: External link].[14] Strong growth in Papua New Guinea's mining and resource sector[image: External link] led to the country becoming the sixth fastest-growing[image: External link] economy in the world in 2011.[15] Growth was expected to slow once major resource projects came on line in 2015.[16] Mining remains a major economic factor, however. Local and national governments are discussing the potential of resuming mining operations in Panguna mine in Bougainville Province[image: External link], which has been closed since the civil war in the 1980s–1990s.[17] Nearly 40 percent of the population lives a self-sustainable natural lifestyle with no access to global capital.[18]

Most of the people still live in strong traditional social groups based on farming[image: External link]. Their social lives combine traditional religion with modern practices, including primary education.[11] These societies and clans[image: External link] are explicitly acknowledged by the Papua New Guinea Constitution, which expresses the wish for "traditional villages and communities to remain as viable units of Papua New Guinean society"[19] and protects their continuing importance to local and national community life.
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 History




Main article: History of Papua New Guinea[image: External link]


Archaeological evidence indicates that humans first arrived in Papua New Guinea around 42,000 to 45,000 years ago. They were descendants of migrants out of Africa, in one of the early waves of human migration.[20]

Agriculture was independently developed in the New Guinea highlands around 7000 BC, making it one of the few areas in the world where people independently domesticated plants.[21] A major migration of Austronesian-speaking[image: External link] peoples to coastal regions of New Guinea took place around 500 BC. This has been correlated with the introduction of pottery, pigs, and certain fishing techniques.

In the 18th century, traders brought the sweet potato[image: External link] to New Guinea, where it was adopted and became part of the staples. Portuguese traders[image: External link] had obtained it from South America and introduced it to the Moluccas[image: External link].[22] The far higher crop yields from sweet potato gardens radically transformed traditional agriculture and societies. Sweet potato largely supplanted the previous staple, taro[image: External link], and resulted in a significant increase in population in the highlands.

Although by the late 20th century headhunting[image: External link] and cannibalism[image: External link] had been practically eradicated, in the past they were practised in many parts of the country as part of rituals related to warfare and taking in enemy spirits or powers.[23][24] In 1901, on Goaribari Island in the Gulf of Papua[image: External link], missionary Harry Dauncey found 10,000 skulls in the island's Long Houses, a demonstration of past practises.[25] According to writer Marianna Torgovnick, "The most fully documented instances of cannibalism as a social institution come from New Guinea, where head-hunting and ritual cannibalism survived, in certain isolated areas, into the Fifties, Sixties, and Seventies, and still leave traces within certain social groups."[26]

Little was known in Europe about the island until the 19th century, although Portuguese and Spanish explorers[image: External link], such as Dom Jorge de Meneses[image: External link] and Yñigo Ortiz de Retez[image: External link], had encountered it as early as the 16th century. Traders from Southeast Asia had visited New Guinea beginning 5,000 years ago to collect bird of paradise[image: External link] plumes.[27]

The country's dual name results from its complex administrative history before independence. The word papua is derived from an old local term of uncertain origin.[28] "New Guinea" (Nueva Guinea) was the name coined[image: External link] by the Spanish[image: External link] explorer Yñigo Ortiz de Retez[image: External link]. In 1545, he noted the resemblance of the people to those he had earlier seen along the Guinea[image: External link] coast of Africa. Guinea, in its turn, is etymologically derived from Portuguese word[image: External link] Guiné.

In the nineteenth century, Germany ruled the northern half of the country for some decades, beginning in 1884, as a colony named German New Guinea[image: External link]. In 1914 after the outbreak of the Great War[image: External link], Australian forces landed and captured German New Guinea in a small military campaign[image: External link]. Australia maintained occupation of the territory with its forces through the war. After the war, in which Germany and the Central Powers were defeated, the League of Nations[image: External link] authorised Australia to administer this area as a Mandate[image: External link] territory.

The southern half of the country had been colonised in 1884 by the United Kingdom as British New Guinea[image: External link]. With the Papua Act 1905[image: External link], the UK transferred this territory to the newly formed Commonwealth of Australia[image: External link], which took on its administration. Additionally, from 1905, British New Guinea was renamed as the Territory of Papua[image: External link]. In contrast to establishing an Australian mandate in former German New Guinea, the League of Nations determined that Papua was an External Territory of the Australian Commonwealth; as a matter of law it remained a British possession. The difference in legal status meant that until 1949, Papua and New Guinea had entirely separate administrations, both controlled by Australia. These conditions contributed to the complexity of organising the country's post-independence legal system.

During World War II, the New Guinea campaign[image: External link] (1942–1945) was one of the major military campaigns and conflicts between Japan and the Allies. Approximately 216,000 Japanese, Australian, and US servicemen died.[29] After World War II and the victory of the Allies, the two territories were combined into the Territory of Papua and New Guinea[image: External link]. This was later referred to as "Papua New Guinea".

The natives of Papua appealed to the United Nations for oversight and independence. The nation established independence from Australia on 16 September 1975, becoming a Commonwealth Realm[image: External link], continuing to share Elizabeth II as its head of state. It maintains close ties with Australia, which continues as the largest aid donor to Papua New Guinea. Papua New Guinea was admitted to membership in the United Nations on 10 October 1975.[30]

A secessionist revolt in 1975–76 on Bougainville Island[image: External link] resulted in an eleventh-hour modification of the draft Constitution of Papua New Guinea[image: External link] to allow for Bougainville and the other eighteen districts to have quasi-federal status as provinces. A renewed uprising[image: External link] on Bougainville Island started in 1988 and claimed 20,000 lives until it was resolved in 1997. Bougainville had been the chief mining region of the country, generating 40% of the national budget. The native peoples felt they were bearing the adverse environmental effects of the mining, which poisoned the land, water and air, without gaining a fair share of the profits.[31]

The government and rebels negotiated a peace agreement that established the Bougainville Autonomous District and Province. The autonomous Bougainville elected Joseph Kabui[image: External link] as president in 2005, who served until his death in 2008. He was succeeded by his deputy John Tabinaman[image: External link] as acting president while an election to fill the unexpired term was organised. James Tanis[image: External link] won that election in December 2008 and served until the inauguration of John Momis, the winner of the 2010 elections. As part of the current peace settlement, a referendum on independence[image: External link] is planned to be held in Bougainville sometime before mid-2020. Preparations were underway in 2015.[32][33]

Numerous Chinese have worked and lived in Papua New Guinea, establishing Chinese-majority communities. Chinese merchants became established in the islands before European exploration. Anti-Chinese[image: External link] rioting involving tens of thousands of people broke out in May 2009. The initial spark was a fight between ethnic Chinese[image: External link] and Papua New Guinean workers at a nickel[image: External link] factory under construction by a Chinese company. Native resentment against Chinese ownership of numerous small businesses and their commercial monopoly in the islands led to the rioting. The Chinese have long been merchants in Papua New Guinea.[34][35]
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Main article: Politics of Papua New Guinea[image: External link]


Papua New Guinea is a Commonwealth realm[image: External link]. As such, Queen Elizabeth II is its sovereign and head of state. The constitutional convention, which prepared the draft constitution, and Australia, the outgoing metropolitan power, had thought that Papua New Guinea would not remain a monarchy. The founders, however, considered that imperial honours had a cachet.[36] The monarch is represented by the Governor-General of Papua New Guinea[image: External link], currently Bob Dadae[image: External link]. Papua New Guinea (and the Solomon Islands) are unusual among Commonwealth realms in that governors-general are elected by the legislature, rather than chosen by the executive branch.

The Prime Minister[image: External link] heads the cabinet[image: External link], which consists of 31 MPs from the ruling coalition, which make up the government. The current prime minister is Peter O'Neill[image: External link]. The unicameral National Parliament[image: External link] has 111 seats, of which 22 are occupied by the governors of the 22 provinces and the National Capital District[image: External link] (NCD). Candidates for members of parliament are voted upon when the prime minister asks the governor-general to call a national election, a maximum of five years after the previous national election.

In the early years of independence, the instability of the party system led to frequent votes of no confidence[image: External link] in parliament, with resulting changes of the government, but with referral to the electorate, through national elections only occurring every five years. In recent years, successive governments have passed legislation preventing such votes sooner than 18 months after a national election and within 12-month of the next election. In December 2012, the first two (of three) readings were passed to prevent votes of no confidence occurring within the first 30 months. This restriction on votes of no confidence has arguably resulted in greater stability, although perhaps at a cost of reducing the accountability of the executive branch of government.

Elections in PNG attract numerous candidates. After independence in 1975, members were elected by the first past the post[image: External link] system, with winners frequently gaining less than 15% of the vote. Electoral reforms in 2001 introduced the Limited Preferential Vote system (LPV), a version of the Alternative Vote. The 2007 general election[image: External link] was the first to be conducted using LPV.

In foreign policy, Papua New Guinea is a member of the Commonwealth of Nations, Pacific Islands Forum, and the Melanesian Spearhead Group (MSG) of countries. It was accorded Observer status within ASEAN[image: External link] in 1976, followed later by Special Observer status in 1981. It is also a member of APEC and an ACP country, associated with the European Union.

In 2011 there was a constitutional crisis[image: External link] between the parliament-elect Prime Minister, Peter O'Neill (voted into office by a large majority of MPs) and Sir Michael Somare, who was deemed by the supreme court (in a December Opinion, 3:2) to retain office. The stand-off between parliament and the supreme court continued until the July 2012 national elections, with legislation passed effectively removing the chief justice and subjecting the supreme court members to greater control by the legislature, as well as a series of other laws passed, for example limiting the age for a prime minister. The confrontation reached a peak, with the Deputy Prime Minister entering the supreme court during a hearing, escorted by some police, ostensibly to arrest the Chief Justice. There was strong pressure among some MPs to defer the national elections for a further six months to one year, although their powers to do that were highly questionable.

The parliament-elect prime minister and other cooler-headed MPs carried the votes for the writs for the new election to be issued, slightly late, but for the election itself to occur on time, thereby avoiding a continuation of the constitutional crisis. The crisis was tense at times, but largely restricted to the political and legal fraternity, plus some police factions. The public and public service (including most police and military) stood back. It was a period when, with increased telecommunication access and use of social media (notably Facebook and mobile phones), the public and students played some part in helping maintain restraint and demanding the leadership to adhere to constitutional processes. They insisted on having the elections so that the people could say who should be their legitimate representatives for the next five years.

Under an amendment of 2002, the leader of the party winning the largest number of seats in the election is invited by the governor-general to form the government, if he can muster the necessary majority in parliament. The process of forming such a coalition in PNG, where parties do not have much ideology, involves considerable horsetrading right up until the last moment. Peter O'Neill emerged as Papua New Guinea's prime minister after the July 2012 election, and formed a government with Leon Dion, the former Governor of East New Britain Province, as deputy prime minister.
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 Law




Main article: Law of Papua New Guinea[image: External link]


The unicameral Parliament enacts legislation in the same manner as in other jurisdictions that have "cabinet,"[clarification needed[image: External link]] "responsible government," or "parliamentary democracy": it is introduced by the executive government to the legislature, debated and, if passed, becomes law when it receives royal assent by the Governor-General. Most legislation is regulation implemented by the bureaucracy under enabling legislation previously passed by Parliament.

All ordinary statutes enacted by Parliament must be consistent with the Constitution. The courts have jurisdiction to rule on the constitutionality of statutes, both in disputes before them and on a reference where there is no dispute but only an abstract question of law. Unusual among developing countries, the judicial branch of government in Papua New Guinea has remained remarkably independent, and successive executive governments have continued to respect its authority.

The "underlying law" (Papua New Guinea's common law[image: External link]) consists of principles and rules of common law and equity in England[37] common law[image: External link] as it stood on 16 September 1975 (the date of Independence), and thereafter the decisions of PNG's own courts. The courts are directed by the Constitution and, latterly, the Underlying Law Act, to take note of the "custom" of traditional communities. They are to determine which customs are common to the whole country and may be declared also to be part of the underlying law. In practice, this has proved extremely difficult and has been largely neglected. Statutes are largely adapted from overseas jurisdictions, primarily Australia and England. Advocacy in the courts follows the adversarial pattern of other common-law countries.

This national court system, used in towns and cities, is supported by a village court system in the more remote areas. The law underpinning the village courts is 'customary law'.
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Main article: Human rights in Papua New Guinea[image: External link]


See also: Sexual violence in Papua New Guinea[image: External link]


Papua New Guinea is often ranked as likely the worst place in the world for violence against women[image: External link].[38][39] A 2013 study in The Lancet[image: External link] found that 41% of men on Bougainville Island, Papua New Guinea, reported having raped a non-partner, while 14.1% reported having committed gang rape[image: External link].[40] According to UNICEF[image: External link], nearly half of reported rape victims are under 15 years of age and 13% are under 7 years of age.[41] A report by ChildFund[image: External link] Australia, citing former Parliamentarian Dame Carol Kidu[image: External link], claimed 50% of those seeking medical help after rape are under 16, 25% are under 12, and 10% are under 8.[42] Homosexual acts[image: External link] are prohibited by law in Papua New Guinea.[43]

The 1976 Sorcery Act imposed a penalty of up to 2 years in prison for the practice of "black" magic[image: External link], until the Act was repealed in 2013.[44] An estimated 50–150 alleged witches[image: External link] are killed[image: External link] each year in Papua New Guinea.[45]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Administrative divisions




Main articles: Regions of Papua New Guinea[image: External link], Provinces of Papua New Guinea[image: External link], and Districts and LLGs of Papua New Guinea[image: External link]


Papua New Guinea is divided into four regions[image: External link], which are not the primary administrative divisions but are quite significant in many aspects of government, commercial, sporting and other activities.

The nation has 22 province-level divisions: twenty provinces[image: External link], the Autonomous Region of Bougainville[image: External link] and the National Capital District[image: External link]. Each province is divided into one or more districts[image: External link], which in turn are divided into one or more Local Level Government areas[image: External link].

Provinces[46] are the primary administrative divisions of the country. Provincial governments are branches of the national government – Papua New Guinea is not a federation of provinces. The province-level divisions are as follows:



	

	Central[image: External link]

	
Chimbu[image: External link] (Simbu)

	Eastern Highlands[image: External link]

	East New Britain[image: External link]

	East Sepik[image: External link]

	Enga[image: External link]

	Gulf[image: External link]

	Madang[image: External link]

	Manus[image: External link]

	Milne Bay[image: External link]

	Morobe[image: External link]




	

	New Ireland[image: External link]

	Northern (Oro Province[image: External link])

	Bougainville (autonomous region)[image: External link]

	Southern Highlands[image: External link]

	
Western Province[image: External link] (Fly)

	Western Highlands[image: External link]

	West New Britain[image: External link]

	
West Sepik[image: External link] (Sandaun)

	National Capital District[image: External link]

	Hela[image: External link]

	Jiwaka[image: External link]




	




In 2009, Parliament approved the creation of two additional provinces: Hela Province[image: External link], consisting of part of the existing Southern Highlands Province[image: External link], and Jiwaka Province[image: External link], formed by dividing Western Highlands Province[image: External link].[47] Jiwaka and Hela officially became separate provinces on 17 May 2012.[48]
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Main article: Geography of Papua New Guinea[image: External link]


At 462,840 km2 (178,704 sq mi), Papua New Guinea is the world's fifty-fourth largest country. Including all its islands, it lies between latitudes 0°[image: External link] and 12°S[image: External link], and longitudes 140°[image: External link] and 160°E[image: External link].

The country's geography is diverse and, in places, extremely rugged. A spine of mountains, the New Guinea Highlands[image: External link], runs the length of the island of New Guinea[image: External link], forming a populous highlands[image: External link] region mostly covered with tropical rainforest, and the long Papuan Peninsula[image: External link], known as the 'Bird's Tail'. Dense rainforests can be found in the lowland and coastal areas as well as very large wetland areas surrounding the Sepik[image: External link] and Fly[image: External link] rivers. This terrain has made it difficult for the country to develop transportation infrastructure. Some areas are accessible only on foot or by aeroplane.[citation needed[image: External link]] The highest peak is Mount Wilhelm[image: External link] at 4,509 metres (14,793 ft). Papua New Guinea is surrounded by coral reefs[image: External link] which are under close watch, in the interests of preservation.

The country is situated on the Pacific Ring of Fire[image: External link], at the point of collision of several tectonic plates[image: External link]. There are a number of active volcanoes[image: External link], and eruptions are frequent. Earthquakes are relatively common, sometimes accompanied by tsunamis[image: External link].

The mainland of the country is the eastern half of New Guinea island, where the largest towns are also located, including Port Moresby[image: External link] (capital) and Lae[image: External link]; other major islands within Papua New Guinea include New Ireland[image: External link], New Britain[image: External link], Manus[image: External link] and Bougainville[image: External link].

Papua New Guinea is one of the few regions close to the equator[image: External link] that experience snowfall[image: External link], which occurs in the most elevated parts of the mainland.
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 Borders




The border between Papua New Guinea and Indonesia was confirmed by treaty with Australia before independence in 1974.[49] Maritime boundaries with Australia were confirmed by a treaty in 1978.[50]
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See also: Conservation in Papua New Guinea[image: External link]


Papua New Guinea is part of the Australasia ecozone[image: External link], which also includes Australia, New Zealand, eastern Indonesia[image: External link], and several Pacific island groups, including the Solomon Islands and Vanuatu.

Geologically, the island of New Guinea is a northern extension of the Indo-Australian tectonic plate, forming part of a single land mass which is Australia-New Guinea[image: External link] (also called Sahul or Meganesia). It is connected to the Australian segment by a shallow continental shelf[image: External link] across the Torres Strait[image: External link], which in former ages had lain exposed as a land bridge, particularly during ice ages[image: External link] when sea levels were lower than at present.

Consequently, many species of birds and mammals found on New Guinea have close genetic links with corresponding species found in Australia. One notable feature in common for the two landmasses is the existence of several species of marsupial mammals[image: External link], including some kangaroos and possums[image: External link], which are not found elsewhere.

Many of the other islands within PNG territory, including New Britain, New Ireland, Bougainville, the Admiralty Islands[image: External link], the Trobriand Islands[image: External link], and the Louisiade Archipelago[image: External link], were never linked to New Guinea by land bridges. As a consequence, they have their own flora and fauna; in particular, they lack many of the land mammals and flightless birds that are common to New Guinea and Australia.

Australia and New Guinea are portions of the ancient supercontinent of Gondwana[image: External link], which started to break into smaller continents in the Cretaceous[image: External link] era, 66–130 million years ago. Australia finally broke free from Antarctica about 45 million years ago. All the Australasian lands are home to the Antarctic flora[image: External link], descended from the flora of southern Gondwana, including the coniferous[image: External link] podocarps[image: External link] and Araucaria[image: External link] pines, and the broadleafed southern beech[image: External link] (Nothofagus). These plant families are still present in Papua New Guinea.

As the Indo-Australian Plate (which includes landmasses of India, Australia, and the Indian Ocean floor in between) drifts north, it collides with the Eurasian Plate[image: External link]. The collision of the two plates pushed up the Himalayas[image: External link], the Indonesian islands, and New Guinea's Central Range. The Central Range is much younger and higher than the mountains of Australia, so high that it is home to rare equatorial glaciers[image: External link]. New Guinea is part of the humid tropics, and many Indomalayan[image: External link] rainforest plants spread across the narrow straits from Asia, mixing together with the old Australian and Antarctic floras.

PNG includes a number of terrestrial ecoregions[image: External link]:


	
Admiralty Islands[image: External link] lowland rain forests – forested islands to the north of the mainland, home to a distinct flora.

	Central Range montane rain forests[image: External link]

	
Huon Peninsula[image: External link] montane rain forests

	
Louisiade Archipelago[image: External link] rain forests

	New Britain-New Ireland lowland rain forests

	New Britain-New Ireland montane rain forests

	New Guinea mangroves[image: External link]

	Northern New Guinea lowland rain and freshwater swamp forests[image: External link]

	Northern New Guinea montane rain forests

	
Solomon Islands rain forests[image: External link] (includes Bougainville Island and Buka)

	Southeastern Papuan rain forests

	Southern New Guinea freshwater swamp forests

	Southern New Guinea lowland rain forests

	Trobriand Islands rain forests[image: External link]

	Trans Fly savanna and grasslands[image: External link]

	Central Range sub-alpine grasslands



Three new species of mammals were discovered in the forests of Papua New Guinea by an Australian-led expedition. A small wallaby, a large-eared mouse and shrew-like marsupial were discovered. The expedition was also successful in capturing photographs and video footage of some other rare animals such as the Tenkile[image: External link] tree kangaroo and the Weimang tree kangaroo.[51]
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 Environmental issues




At current rates of deforestation[image: External link], more than half of Papua New Guinea's forests could be lost or seriously degraded by 2021, according to a new satellite study of the region.[52] Nearly one-quarter of Papua New Guinea's rainforests were damaged or destroyed between 1972 and 2002.[53]
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Main article: Economy of Papua New Guinea[image: External link]


Papua New Guinea is richly endowed with natural resources, including mineral and renewable resources, such as forests, marine (including a large portion of the world's major tuna stocks), and in some parts agriculture. The rugged terrain — including high mountain ranges and valleys, swamps and islands — and high cost of developing infrastructure, combined with other factors (including serious law and order problems in some centres and the system of customary land title) makes it difficult for outside developers. Local developers are handicapped by years of deficient investment in education, health, ICT and access to finance. Agriculture, for subsistence and cash crops, provides a livelihood for 85% of the population and continues to provide some 30% of GDP. Mineral deposits, including gold, oil[image: External link], and copper, account for 72% of export earnings. Oil palm[image: External link] production has grown steadily over recent years (largely from estates and with extensive outgrower output), with palm oil[image: External link] now the main agricultural export. In households participating, coffee remains the major export crop (produced largely in the Highlands provinces), followed by cocoa[image: External link] and coconut oil[image: External link]/ copra[image: External link] from the coastal areas, each largely produced by smallholders and tea, produced on estates and rubber. The Iagifu/Hedinia Field was discovered in 1986 in the Papuan fold and thrust belt[image: External link].[54]:471

Former Prime Minister Sir Mekere Morauta[image: External link] tried to restore integrity to state institutions, stabilise the kina[image: External link], restore stability to the national budget, privatise public enterprises where appropriate, and ensure ongoing peace on Bougainville following the 1997 agreement which ended Bougainville[image: External link]'s secessionist unrest. The Morauta government had considerable success in attracting international support, specifically gaining the backing of the IMF[image: External link] and the World Bank[image: External link] in securing development assistance loans. Significant challenges face Prime Minister Sir Michael Somare[image: External link], including gaining further investor confidence, continuing efforts to privatise government assets, and maintaining the support of members of Parliament.

In March 2006, the United Nations Development Programme[image: External link] Policy called for Papua New Guinea's designation of developing country to be downgraded to least-developed country because of protracted economic and social stagnation.[55] However, an evaluation by the International Monetary Fund[image: External link] in late 2008 found that "a combination of prudent fiscal and monetary policies, and high global prices for mineral commodity exports, have underpinned Papua New Guinea's recent buoyant economic growth and macroeconomic stability. By 2012 PNG had enjoyed a decade of positive economic growth, at over 6% since 2007, even during the Global Financial Crisis[image: External link] years of 2008/9. PNG's Real GDP growth rate as at 2011 was 8.9%,[56] and 9.2% for 2012, according to the Asian Development Bank.[57]

This economic growth has been primarily attributed to strong commodity prices, particularly mineral but also agricultural, with the high demand for mineral products largely sustained even during the crisis by the buoyant Asian markets a booming mining sector[image: External link], and particularly since 2009[citation needed[image: External link]] by a buoyant outlook and the construction phase for natural gas exploration, production, and exportation in liquefied form (Liquefied Natural Gas[image: External link] or "LNG") by LNG tankers (LNG carrier[image: External link]), all of which will require multibillion-dollar investments (exploration, production wells, pipelines, storage, liquefaction plants, port terminals, LNG tanker ships).

The first major gas project was the PNG LNG joint venture. ExxonMobil[image: External link] is operator of the joint venture, also comprising Oil Search[image: External link], Santos[image: External link], Kumul Petroleum Holdings (Papua New Guinea’s national oil and gas company), JX Nippon Oil and Gas Exploration[image: External link], the PNG government's Mineral Resources Development Company[image: External link] and Petromin PNG Holdings[image: External link].[58]

The project is an integrated development that includes gas production and processing facilities in the Hela[image: External link], Southern Highlands[image: External link] and Western[image: External link] Provinces of Papua New Guinea, including liquefaction and storage facilities (located northwest of Port Moresby) with capacity of 6.9 million tonnes per year. There are over 700 kilometres (430 mi) of pipelines connecting the facilities.[58]

A second major project is based on initial rights held by the French oil and gas major Total S.A.[image: External link] and the US company InterOil[image: External link] Corp. (IOC), which have partly combined their assets after Total agreed in December 2013 to purchase 61.3% of IOC's Antelope and Elk gas fields rights, with the plan to develop them starting in 2016, including the construction of a liquefaction plant to allow export of LNG. Total S.A.[image: External link] has separately another joint operating agreement with the PNG company Oil Search[image: External link].

Further gas and mineral projects are proposed (including the large Wafi-Golpu copper-gold mine), with extensive exploration ongoing across the country.[59]

Economic 'development' based on the extractive industries carries difficult consequences for local communities. There has been much contention[clarification needed[image: External link]] around river tailings in the vast Fly River,[citation needed[image: External link]] submarine tailings from the new Ramu-Nickel-cobalt mine, commencing exports in late 2012 (after a delay from landowner-led court challenges),[citation needed[image: External link]] and from proposed submarine mining in the Bismarck Sea (by Nautilus Minerals[image: External link]).[citation needed[image: External link]] One major project conducted through the PNG Department for Community Development suggested that other pathways to sustainable development should be considered.[60]

The PNG government's long-term Vision 2050 and shorter-term policy documents, including the 2013 Budget and the 2014 Responsible Sustainable Development Strategy, emphasise the need for a more diverse economy, based upon sustainable industries and avoiding the effects of Dutch Disease[image: External link] from major resource extraction projects undermining other industries, as has occurred in many countries experiencing oil or other mineral booms, notably in Western Africa, undermining much of their agriculture sector, manufacturing and tourism, and with them broad-based employment prospects. Measures have been taken to mitigate these effects, including through the establishment of a sovereign wealth fund[image: External link], partly to stabilise revenue and expenditure flows, but much will depend upon the readiness to make real reforms to effective use of revenue, tackling rampant corruption and empowering households and businesses to access markets, services and develop a more buoyant economy, with lower costs, especially for small- to medium-size enterprises.

The Institute of National Affairs, a PNG independent policy think tank, provides a report on the business and investment environment of Papua New Guinea every five years, based upon a survey of large and small, local and overseas companies, highlighting law and order problems and corruption, as the worst impediments, followed by the poor state of transport, power and communications infrastructure.[61]
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 Land tenure




The PNG legislature has enacted laws in which a type of tenure called "customary land title[image: External link]" is recognised, meaning that the traditional lands of the indigenous peoples[image: External link] have some legal basis to inalienable tenure. This customary land notionally covers most of the usable land in the country (some 97% of total land area);[62] alienated land[image: External link] is either held privately under state lease or is government land. Freehold title (also known as fee simple[image: External link]) can only be held by Papua New Guinean citizens.[63]

Only some 3% of the land of Papua New Guinea is in private hands; it[clarification needed[image: External link]] is privately held under 99-year state lease, or it is held by the State. There is virtually no freehold title; the few existing freeholds are automatically converted to state lease when they are transferred between vendor and purchaser. Unalienated land is owned under customary title by traditional landowners. The precise nature of the seisin[image: External link] varies from one culture to another. Many writers portray land as in the communal ownership of traditional clans; however, closer studies usually show that the smallest portions of land whose ownership cannot be further divided are held by the individual heads of extended families and their descendants or their descendants alone if they have recently died.[citation needed[image: External link]]

This is a matter of vital importance because a problem of economic development is identifying the membership of customary landowning groups and the owners. Disputes between mining and forestry companies and landowner groups often devolve on the issue of whether the companies entered into contractual relations for the use of land with the true owners. Customary property — usually land — cannot be devised by will. It can only be inherited according to the custom of the deceased's people.[citation needed[image: External link]] The Lands Act was amended in 2010 along with the Land Group Incorporation Act, intended to improve the management of state land, mechanisms for dispute resolution over land, and to enable customary landowners to be better able to access finance and possible partnerships over portions of their land, if they seek to develop it for urban or rural economic activities. The Land Group Incorporation Act requires more specific identification of the customary landowners than hitherto and their more specific authorisation before any land arrangements are determined; (a major issue in recent years has been a land grab, using, or rather misusing, the Lease-Leaseback provision under the Land Act, notably using 'Special Agricultural and Business Leases' (SABLs) to acquire vast tracts of customary land, purportedly for agricultural projects, but in an almost all cases as a back-door mechanism for securing tropical forest resources for logging — circumventing the more exacting requirements of the Forest Act, for securing Timber Permits (which must comply with sustainability requirements and be competitively secured, and with the customary landowners approval). Following a national outcry, these SABLs have been subject to a Commission of Inquiry, established in mid-2011, for which the report is still awaited for initial presentation to the Prime Minister and Parliament.
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 Demographics




Main article: Demographics of Papua New Guinea[image: External link]


Papua New Guinea is one of the most heterogeneous[image: External link] nations in the world.[64] There are hundreds of ethnic groups indigenous to Papua New Guinea, the majority being from the group known as Papuans[image: External link], whose ancestors arrived in the New Guinea region tens of thousands of years ago. The other indigenous peoples are Austronesians[image: External link], their ancestors having arrived in the region less than four thousand years ago.

There are also numerous people from other parts of the world now resident, including Chinese[image: External link],[65] Europeans, Australians, Indonesians, Filipinos, Polynesians, and Micronesians (the last four belonging to the Austronesian family). Around 40,000 expatriates, mostly from Australia and China, were living in Papua New Guinea in 1975.[66]
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 Urbanization
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 Languages




Main article: Languages of Papua New Guinea[image: External link]


Papua New Guinea has more languages than any other country, with over 820 indigenous languages, representing 12% of the world's total, but most have fewer than 1,000 speakers. The most widely spoken indigenous language is Enga[image: External link], with about 200,000 speakers, followed by Melpa[image: External link] and Huli[image: External link].[67] Indigenous languages are classified into two large groups, Austronesian languages[image: External link] and non-Austronesian, or Papuan[image: External link], languages. There are four official languages for Papua New Guinea: English, "sign language" (which in practice means Papua New Guinean Sign Language[image: External link]), Tok Pisin[image: External link] and Hiri Motu[image: External link].

English is the language of government and the education system, but it is not spoken widely.

The primary lingua franca[image: External link] of the country is Tok Pisin (commonly known in English as New Guinean Pidgin or Melanesian Pidgin), in which much of the debate in Parliament is conducted, many information campaigns and advertisements are presented, and until recently a national newspaper, Wantok, was published. The only area where Tok Pisin is not prevalent is the southern region of Papua[image: External link], where people often use the third official language, Hiri Motu[image: External link].

Although it lies in the Papua region, Port Moresby has a highly diverse population which primarily uses Tok Pisin, and to a lesser extent English, with Motu spoken as the indigenous language in outlying villages. With an average of only 7,000 speakers per language, Papua New Guinea has a greater density of languages than any other nation on earth except Vanuatu.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Health




Public expenditure was at 7.3% of all government expenditure in 2006,[68] whereas private expenditure was at 0.6% of the GDP.[citation needed[image: External link]] There were five physicians per 100,000 people in the early 2000s.[69] Malaria is the leading cause of illness and death in New Guinea. In 2003, the most recently reported year, 70,226 cases of laboratory confirmed malaria were reported, along with 537 deaths. A total of 1,729,697 cases were probable.[70]

Papua New Guinea has the highest incidence of HIV and AIDS[image: External link] in the Pacific region and is the fourth country in the Asia Pacific region to fit the criteria for a generalised HIV/AIDS epidemic.[71] Lack of HIV/AIDS awareness is a major problem, especially in rural areas.

The 2010 maternal mortality rate per 100,000 births for Papua New Guinea is 250. This is compared with 311.9 in 2008 and 476.3 in 1990. The under 5 mortality rate, per 1,000 births is 69 and the neonatal mortality as a percentage of under 5's mortality is 37. In Papua New Guinea the number of midwives per 1,000 live births is 1 and the lifetime risk of death for pregnant women is 1 in 94.[72]
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 Religion




Main article: Religion in Papua New Guinea[image: External link]


The courts and government practice uphold the constitutional right to freedom of speech, thought, and belief, and no legislation to curb those rights has been adopted. The 2011 census found that 95.6% of citizens identified themselves as members of a Christian church, 1.4% were not Christian, 3.1% did not answer this census question. These who stated no religion accounted for, approximately, 0%. Many citizens combine their Christian faith with some traditional indigenous religious practices.[74]

Christianity in Papua New Guinea is predominantly made up of Protestants[image: External link], who collectively constitute roughly 70% of the total population. They are mostly represented by the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Papua New Guinea[image: External link], the Seventh-day Adventist Church[image: External link], diverse Pentecostal[image: External link] denominations, the United Church in Papua New Guinea and the Solomon Islands[image: External link], the Evangelical Alliance[image: External link] Papua New Guinea, and the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea[image: External link]. Apart from Protestants, there is a notable Roman Catholic minority with approximately 25% of the population.

Among non Christians, the Bahai Faith[image: External link] has a strong standing. There are also approximately 4,000 Muslims in the country[image: External link]. The majority belong to the Sunni[image: External link] group, while a small number are Ahmadi[image: External link].[75] Non-traditional Christian churches and non-Christian religious groups are active throughout the country. The Papua New Guinea Council of Churches[image: External link] has stated that both Muslim and Confucian missionaries are active, and foreign missionary activity in general is high.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Traditional religions are often animist[image: External link]. Some also tend to have elements of Veneration of the dead[image: External link], though generalisation is suspect given the extreme heterogeneity of Melanesian societies. Prevalent among traditional tribes is the belief in masalai, or evil spirits, which are blamed for "poisoning" people, causing calamity and death, and the practice of puripuri ( sorcery[image: External link]).[76][77]
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Main articles: Culture of Papua New Guinea[image: External link] and Music of Papua New Guinea[image: External link]


It is estimated that more than a thousand cultural groups exist in Papua New Guinea. Because of this diversity, many styles of cultural expression have emerged. Each group has created its own expressive forms in art, dance, weaponry, costumes, singing, music, architecture and much more.

Most of these cultural groups have their own language. People typically live in villages that rely on subsistence farming. In some areas people hunt and collect wild plants (such as yam roots[image: External link]) to supplement their diets. Those who become skilled at hunting, farming and fishing earn a great deal of respect.

On the Sepik[image: External link] river, there is a tradition of wood carving[image: External link], often in the form of plants or animals, representing ancestor[image: External link] spirits.

Sea shells[image: External link] are no longer the currency of Papua New Guinea, as they were in some regions — sea shells were abolished as currency in 1933. This tradition is still present in local customs. In some cultures, to get a bride, a groom must bring a certain number of golden-edged clam shells[78] as a bride price[image: External link]. In other regions, the bride price is paid in lengths of shell money[image: External link], pigs, cassowaries[image: External link] or cash. Elsewhere, it is brides who traditionally pay a dowry[image: External link].

People of the highlands engage in colourful local rituals that are called "sing sings". They paint themselves and dress up with feathers[image: External link], pearls[image: External link] and animal skins to represent birds, trees or mountain spirits. Sometimes an important event, such as a legendary battle, is enacted at such a musical festival.
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Main article: Sport in Papua New Guinea[image: External link]


Sport is an important part of Papua New Guinean culture and rugby league is by far the most popular sport.[79] In a nation where communities are far apart and many people live at a minimal subsistence level, rugby league has been described as a replacement for tribal warfare as a way of explaining the local enthusiasm for the game (a matter of life and death). Many Papua New Guineans have become instant celebrities by representing their country or playing in an overseas professional league. Even Australian rugby league players who have played in the annual State of Origin series, which is celebrated feverishly every year in PNG, are among the most well known people throughout the nation.

State of Origin is a highlight of the year for most Papua New Guineans, although the support is so passionate that many people have died over the years in violent clashes supporting their team.[80] The Papua New Guinea national rugby league team[image: External link] usually plays against the Australian Prime Minister's XIII (a selection of NRL players) each year, normally in Port Moresby.

Other major sports which have a part in the Papua New Guinea sporting landscape are Australian rules football, Association football, rugby union, basketball[image: External link] and, in eastern Papua, cricket[image: External link].

The capital city, Port Moresby, hosted the Pacific Games[image: External link] in 2015.
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Main article: Education in Papua New Guinea[image: External link]


A large proportion of the population is illiterate[image: External link],[68] with women predominating in this area.[68] Much of the education in PNG is provided by church institutions.[81] This includes 500 schools of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Papua New Guinea[image: External link].[82] Papua New Guinea has six universities apart from other major tertiary institutions. The two founding universities are the University of Papua New Guinea[image: External link] based in the National Capital District[image: External link],[83] and the Papua New Guinea University of Technology[image: External link] based outside of Lae[image: External link], in Morobe Province[image: External link].

The four other universities which were once colleges were established recently after gaining government recognition. These are the University of Goroka[image: External link] in the Eastern Highlands province, Divine Word University[image: External link] (run by the Catholic Church's Divine Word Missionaries[image: External link]) in Madang Province[image: External link], Vudal University[image: External link] in East New Britain Province[image: External link] and Pacific Adventist University[image: External link] (run by the Seventh-day Adventist Church[image: External link]) in the National Capital District.
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Papua New Guinea's National Vision 2050 was adopted in 2009. This has led to the establishment of the Research, Science and Technology Council. At its gathering in November 2014, the Council re-emphasised the need to focus on sustainable development through science and technology[image: External link].[84]

Vision 2050’s medium-term priorities are:[84]


	emerging industrial technology for downstream processing;

	infrastructure technology for the economic corridors;

	knowledge-based technology;

	Science and engineering education; and

	to reach the target of investing 5% of GDP in research and development by 2050. (There are no recent data for this indicator.)



According to Thomson Reuters' Web of Science, Papua New Guinea had the largest number of publications (110) among Pacific Island states in 2014, followed by Fiji (106). Nine out of ten scientific publications from Papua New Guinea focused on immunology, genetics, biotechnology and microbiology. Nine out of ten were also co-authored by scientists from other countries, mainly Australia, the United States of America, United Kingdom, Spain and Switzerland.[84]

Forestry is an important economic resource for Papua New Guinea but the industry uses low and semi-intensive technological inputs. As a result, product ranges are limited to sawed timber, veneer, plywood, block board, moulding, poles and posts and wood chips. Only a few limited finished products are exported. Lack of automated machinery, coupled with inadequately trained local technical personnel, are some of the obstacles to introducing automated machinery and design. Policy-makers need to turn their attention to eliminating these barriers, in order for forestry to make a more efficient and sustainable contribution to national economic development.[84]

In Papua New Guinea, renewable energy sources represent two-thirds of the total electricity supply.[84] In 2015, the Secretariat of the Pacific Community[image: External link] observed that, 'while Fiji, Papua New Guinea and Samoa are leading the way with large-scale hydropower projects, there is enormous potential to expand the deployment of other renewable energy options such as solar, wind, geothermal and ocean-based energy sources'.[85] The European Union has funded the Renewable Energy in Pacific Island Countries Developing Skills and Capacity programme (EPIC). Since its inception in 2013, the programme has developed a master’s programme in renewable energy management at the University of Papua New Guinea[image: External link] and helped to establish a Centre of Renewable Energy at the same university.[84]

Papua New Guinea is one of the 15 beneficiaries of a programme on Adapting to Climate Change and Sustainable Energy worth €37.26 million. The programme resulted from the signing of an agreement in February 2014 between the European Union and the Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat. The other beneficiaries are the Cook Islands, Fiji, Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Federated States of Micronesia, Nauru, Niue, Palau, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Timor-Leste, Tonga, Tuvalu and Vanuatu.[84]
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Main article: Transport in Papua New Guinea[image: External link]


Transport in Papua New Guinea is heavily limited by the country's mountainous terrain. As a result, air travel is the single most important form of transport for human and high density/value freight. Aeroplanes made it possible to open up the country during its early colonial period. Even today the two largest cities, Port Moresby[image: External link] and Lae[image: External link], are only directly connected by planes. Port Moresby is not linked by road to any of the other major towns, and many remote villages can only be reached by light aircraft or on foot.

Jacksons International Airport[image: External link] is the major international airport in Papua New Guinea, located 8 kilometres (5 mi) from Port Moresby. In addition to two international airfields, Papua New Guinea has 578 airstrips, most of which are unpaved.[3] Assets are not maintained to good operating standards and poor transport remains a major impediment to the development of ties of national unity.
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East Timor






East Timor ( i[image: External link]/,i:st 'ti:mo:r /[image: External link]) or Timor-Leste (/ti'mo:r 'leSteI /[image: External link]; Tetum[image: External link]: Timór Lorosa'e), officially the Democratic Republic of Timor-Leste[7] ( Portuguese[image: External link]: República Democrática de Timor-Leste,[8] Tetum[image: External link]: Repúblika Demokrátika Timór-Leste),[9] is a sovereign state in Maritime Southeast Asia.[10] It comprises the eastern half of the island of Timor[image: External link], the nearby islands of Atauro[image: External link] and Jaco[image: External link], and Oecusse[image: External link], an exclave[image: External link] on the northwestern side of the island surrounded by Indonesian[image: External link] West Timor[image: External link]. The country's size is about 15,410 km2 (5,400 sq mi).[11]

East Timor was colonised by Portugal in the 16th century, and was known as Portuguese Timor[image: External link] until 28 November 1975, when the Revolutionary Front for an Independent East Timor[image: External link] (FRETILIN) declared the territory's independence. Nine days later, it was invaded[image: External link] and occupied[image: External link] by Indonesia[image: External link] and was declared Indonesia's 27th province[image: External link] the following year. The Indonesian occupation of East Timor was characterised by a highly violent decades-long conflict between separatist groups (especially FRETILIN) and the Indonesian military.

In 1999, following the United Nations-sponsored act of self-determination, Indonesia relinquished control of the territory. East Timor became the first new sovereign state of the 21st century on 20 May 2002 and joined the United Nations[image: External link] and the Community of Portuguese Language Countries[image: External link]. In 2011, East Timor announced its intention to gain membership status[image: External link] in the Association of Southeast Asian Nations[image: External link] (ASEAN) by applying to become its eleventh member.[12] It is one of only two predominantly Christian[image: External link] nations in Southeast Asia[image: External link], the other being the Philippines.



TOP
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 Etymology




"Timor" derives from timur, the word for "east" in Malay[image: External link], which became recorded as Timor in Portuguese[image: External link], thus resulting in the tautological toponym[image: External link] meaning "East East": In Portuguese Timor-Leste (Leste being the word for "east"); in Tetum[image: External link] Timór Lorosa'e (Lorosa'e being the word for "east" (lit "rising sun")). In Indonesian[image: External link], the country is called Timor Timur, thus using the Portuguese name for the island followed by the word for "east", as adjectives[image: External link] in Indonesian are put after the noun.

The official names under the Constitution are Democratic Republic of Timor-Leste[13] in English, República Democrática de Timor-Leste[8] in Portuguese and Repúblika Demokrátika Timór-Leste[9] in Tetum.

The International Organization for Standardization[image: External link] (ISO) official short form[image: External link] in English and all other languages is Timor-Leste (codes: TLS & TL), which has been adopted by the United Nations,[14] the European Union,[15] and the national standards organisations of France[image: External link] ( AFNOR[image: External link]), the United States ( ANSI[image: External link]),[16] United Kingdom ( BSI[image: External link]), Germany[image: External link] ( DIN[image: External link]), and Sweden ( SIS[image: External link]), all diplomatic missions to the country by protocol and the CIA World Factbook.[17]
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 History




Main article: History of East Timor[image: External link]


Humans first settled in East Timor 42,000 years ago.[18] Descendants of at least three waves of migration are believed still to live in East Timor. The first is described by anthropologists as people of the Veddo[image: External link]- Australoid[image: External link] type. Around 3000 BC, a second migration brought Melanesians[image: External link]. The earlier Veddo-Australoid peoples withdrew at this time to the mountainous interior. Finally, proto-Malays arrived from south China[image: External link] and north Indochina[image: External link].[19] Hakka traders are among those descended from this final group.[20] Timorese origin myths tell of ancestors that sailed around the eastern end of Timor arriving on land in the south. Some stories recount Timorese ancestors journeying from the Malay Peninsula[image: External link] or the Minangkabau[image: External link] highlands of Sumatra[image: External link].[21] Austronesians[image: External link] migrated to Timor, and are thought to be associated with the development of agriculture on the island.[citation needed[image: External link]] Thirdly, Proto-Malays[image: External link] arrived from south China and north Indochina[image: External link].[22] Before European colonialism[image: External link], Timor was included in Chinese and Indian trading networks, and in the 14th century was an exporter of aromatic sandalwood[image: External link], slaves[image: External link], honey[image: External link], and wax[image: External link]. It was the relative abundance of sandalwood in Timor that attracted European explorers to the island in the early 16th century.[23] During that time, European explorers reported that the island had a number of small chiefdoms or princedoms.[citation needed[image: External link]]

The Portuguese[image: External link] established outposts in Timor and Maluku[image: External link]. Effective European occupation of a small part of the territory began in 1769, when the city of Dili[image: External link] was founded and the colony of Portuguese Timor[image: External link] declared.[25] A definitive border between the Dutch-colonised western half of the island and the Portuguese-colonised eastern half of the island was established by the Permanent Court of Arbitration[image: External link] of 1914,[26] and it remains the international boundary between the successor states East Timor and Indonesia[image: External link]. For the Portuguese, East Timor remained little more than a neglected trading post until the late nineteenth century, with minimal investment in infrastructure, health, and education. Sandalwood remained the main export crop with coffee exports becoming significant in the mid-nineteenth century. As was often the case, Portuguese rule was generally neglectful but exploitative where it existed.[27]

At the beginning of the twentieth century, a faltering home economy prompted the Portuguese to extract greater wealth from its colonies, which was met with East Timorese resistance.[27] During World War II, the Japanese occupied Dili, and the mountainous interior became the scene of a guerrilla[image: External link] campaign, known as the Battle of Timor[image: External link]. Waged by Allied[image: External link] forces and East Timorese volunteers against the Japanese, the struggle resulted in the deaths of between 40,000 and 70,000 East Timorese.[28] The Japanese eventually drove the last of the Australian and Allied forces out. However, following the end of World War II and Japanese surrender, Portuguese control was reinstated.

Following the 1974 Portuguese revolution[image: External link], Portugal effectively abandoned its colony on Timor and civil war between East Timorese political parties broke out in 1975.

The Revolutionary Front for an Independent East Timor (Frente Revolucionária de Timor-Leste Independente, Fretilin[image: External link]) resisted a Timorese Democratic Union[image: External link] (União Democrática Timorense, UDT) coup attempt,[29] and unilaterally declared independence[image: External link] on 28 November 1975. Fearing a communist state within the Indonesian archipelago, the Indonesian military, with Australian[image: External link], British, and US support, launched an invasion of East Timor[image: External link] in December 1975.[30] Indonesia declared East Timor its 27th province[image: External link] on 17 July 1976.[31] The UN Security Council opposed the invasion and the territory's nominal status in the UN remained as "non-self-governing territory under Portuguese administration".[32]

Indonesia's occupation of East Timor[image: External link] was marked by violence and brutality. A detailed statistical report prepared for the Commission for Reception, Truth and Reconciliation in East Timor[image: External link] cited a minimum bound of 102,800 conflict-related deaths in the period 1974–1999, namely, approximately 18,600 killings and 84,200 "excess" deaths from hunger and illness.[33] The East Timorese guerrilla force (Forças Armadas da Libertação Nacional de Timor-Leste, Falintil[image: External link]) fought a campaign against the Indonesian forces from 1975 to 1999.[citation needed[image: External link]]

The 1991 Dili Massacre[image: External link] was a turning point for the independence cause and an East Timor solidarity movement[image: External link] grew in Portugal, Australia, and other Western countries.

Following the resignation of Indonesian President Suharto[image: External link], a UN-sponsored agreement between Indonesia and Portugal allowed for a UN-supervised popular referendum[image: External link] in August 1999. A clear vote for independence was met with a punitive campaign of violence[image: External link] by East Timorese pro-integration militia[image: External link] with the support of elements of the Indonesian military. With Indonesian permission, an Australian-led multi-national peacekeeping force was deployed until order was restored. In late 1999, the administration of East Timor was taken over by the UN through the United Nations Transitional Administration in East Timor[image: External link] (UNTAET).[34] The INTERFET deployment ended in February 2000 with the transfer of military command to the UN.[35]

On 30 August 2001, the East Timorese voted in their first election organised by the UN to elect members of the Constituent Assembly.[13][36] On 22 March 2002, the Constituent Assembly approved the Constitution.[13] By May 2002, over 205,000 refugees had returned.[37] On 20 May 2002, the Constitution of the Democratic Republic of East Timor came into force and East Timor was recognised as independent by the UN.[36][38] The Constituent Assembly was renamed the National Parliament and Xanana Gusmão[image: External link] was sworn in as the country's first President. On 27 September 2002, East Timor was renamed to Timor-Leste, using the Portuguese language, and was admitted as a member state by the UN.[39]

The following year, Gusmão declined another presidential term, and in the build-up to the April 2007 presidential elections[image: External link] there were renewed outbreaks of violence. José Ramos-Horta[image: External link] was elected President[image: External link] in the May 2007 election,[40] while Gusmão ran in the parliamentary elections[image: External link] and became Prime Minister. Ramos-Horta was critically injured in an attempted assassination[image: External link] in February 2008. Prime Minister Gusmão also faced gunfire separately but escaped unharmed. Australian reinforcements were immediately sent to help keep order.[41] In 2006, the United Nations sent in security forces to restore order when unrest and factional fighting forced 15 percent of the population (155,000 people) to flee their homes. In March 2011, the UN handed over operational control of the police force to the East Timor authorities. The United Nations ended its peacekeeping mission on 31 December 2012.[42]
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 Government




Main article: Politics of East Timor[image: External link]


The head of state[image: External link] of East Timor is the President of the Republic[image: External link], who is elected by popular vote for a five-year term. Although their executive powers are somewhat limited, the president does have the power to veto government legislation. Following elections, the president usually, but not necessarily, appoints the leader of the majority party or majority coalition[image: External link] as the Prime Minister of East Timor[image: External link] and the cabinet on the proposal of the latter. As head of government, the prime minister presides over the cabinet.[2]

The unicameral[image: External link] East Timorese parliament is the National Parliament[image: External link] or Parlamento Nacional, whose members are elected by popular vote to a five-year term. The number of seats can vary from a minimum of fifty-two to a maximum of sixty-five. The East Timorese constitution was modelled on that of Portugal. The country is still in the process of building its administration and governmental institutions. Government departments include the Polícia Nacional de Timor-Leste[image: External link] (police), East Timor Ministry for State and Internal Administration, Civil Aviation Division of Timor-Leste[image: External link], and Immigration Department of Timor-Leste.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Administrative divisions




Main articles: Municipalities of East Timor[image: External link], Administrative posts of East Timor[image: External link], and Sucos of East Timor[image: External link]


East Timor is divided into thirteen municipalities, which in turn are subdivided into 65 administrative posts, 442 sucos (villages), and 2,225 aldeias (hamlets).[43][44]


	Oecusse[image: External link]

	Liquiçá[image: External link]

	Dili[image: External link]

	Manatuto[image: External link]

	Baucau[image: External link]

	Lautém[image: External link]

	Bobonaro[image: External link]

	Ermera[image: External link]

	Aileu[image: External link]

	Viqueque[image: External link]

	Cova Lima[image: External link]

	Ainaro[image: External link]

	Manufahi[image: External link]




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Foreign relations and military




Main articles: Foreign relations of East Timor[image: External link] and Timor Leste Defence Force[image: External link]


East Timor sought membership in the Association of Southeast Asian Nations[image: External link] (ASEAN) in 2007, and a formal application was submitted in March 2011.[45] Indonesia[image: External link] supports East Timor's bid to join ASEAN.

The Timor Leste Defence Force (Forças de Defesa de Timor-Leste, F-FDTL) is the military body[image: External link] responsible for the defence of East Timor. The F-FDTL was established in February 2001 and comprised two small infantry battalions, a small naval component, and several supporting units.

The F-FDTL's primary role is to protect East Timor from external threats. It also has an internal security role, which overlaps with that of the National Police of East Timor[image: External link] (Polícia Nacional de Timor-Leste, PNTL). This overlap has led to tensions between the services, which have been exacerbated by poor morale and lack of discipline within the F-FDTL.

The F-FDTL's problems came to a head in 2006[image: External link] when almost half the force was dismissed following protests over discrimination and poor conditions. The dismissal contributed to a general collapse of both the F-FDTL and PNTL in May and forced the government to request foreign peacekeepers to restore security. The F-FDTL is being rebuilt with foreign assistance and has drawn up a long-term force development plan.
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 Geography




Main article: Geography of East Timor[image: External link]


Located in Southeast Asia,[46] the island of Timor[image: External link] is part of Maritime Southeast Asia, and is the largest and easternmost of the Lesser Sunda Islands[image: External link]. To the north of the island are the Ombai Strait[image: External link], Wetar Strait[image: External link], and the greater Banda Sea[image: External link]. The Timor Sea separates the island from Australia to the south, and the Indonesian Province[image: External link] of East Nusa Tenggara[image: External link] lies to East Timor's west.

Much of the country is mountainous, and its highest point is Tatamailau[image: External link] (also known as Mount Ramelau) at 2,963 metres (9,721 ft).[47] The climate is tropical and generally hot and humid. It is characterised by distinct rainy and dry seasons. The capital, largest city, and main port is Dili, and the second-largest city is the eastern town of Baucau[image: External link]. East Timor lies between latitudes 8°[image: External link] and 10°S[image: External link], and longitudes 124°[image: External link] and 128°E[image: External link].

The easternmost area of East Timor consists of the Paitchau[image: External link] Range and the Lake Ira Lalaro[image: External link] area, which contains the country's first conservation area, the Nino Konis Santana National Park[image: External link].[48] It contains the last remaining tropical dry[image: External link] forested area within the country. It hosts a number of unique plant and animal species and is sparsely populated.[49] The northern coast is characterised by a number of coral reef[image: External link] systems that have been determined to be at risk.[50]
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 Economy




Main article: Economy of East Timor[image: External link]


East Timor has a market economy that used to depend upon exports of a few commodities such as coffee[image: External link], marble[image: External link], petroleum[image: External link], and sandalwood[image: External link].[51] East Timor's economy grew by about 10% in 2011 and at a similar rate in 2012.[52]

East Timor now has revenue from offshore oil and gas reserves, but little of it has gone to develop villages, which still rely on subsistence farming.[53] Nearly half the population lives in extreme poverty.[53]

The Timor-Leste Petroleum Fund[image: External link] was established in 2005, and by 2011 it had reached a worth of US$8.7 billion.[54] East Timor is labelled by the International Monetary Fund as the "most oil-dependent economy in the world".[55] The Petroleum Fund pays for nearly all of the government's annual budget, which has increased from $70 million in 2004 to $1.3 billion in 2011, with a $1.8 billion proposal for 2012.[54] East-Timor's income from oil and gas stands to significantly increase after its announcement to cancel a controversial agreement with Australia, which has given Australia half of the income from oil and gas since 2006.[56]

The economy is dependent on government spending and, to a lesser extent, assistance from foreign donors.[57] Private sector development has lagged due to human capital shortages, infrastructure weakness, an incomplete legal system, and an inefficient regulatory environment.[57] After petroleum[image: External link], the second largest export is coffee[image: External link], which generates about $10 million a year.[57] Starbucks[image: External link] is a major purchaser of East Timorese coffee.[58]

9,000 tonnes of coffee, 108 tonnes of cinnamon and 161 tonnes of cocoa were harvested in 2012 making the country the 40th ranked producer of coffee, the 6th ranked producer of cinnamon and the 50th ranked producer of cocoa worldwide.[59]

According to data gathered in the 2010 census, 87.7% of urban (321,043 people) and 18.9% of rural (821,459 people) households have electricity, for an overall average of 38.2%.[60]

The agriculture sector employs 80% of the active population.[61] In 2009, about 67,000 households grew coffee in East Timor, with a large proportion being poor.[61] Currently, the gross margins[image: External link] are about $120 per hectare, with returns per labour-day of about $3.70.[61] There were 11,000 household growing mungbeans[image: External link] as of 2009, most of them subsistence farmers.[61]

The country was ranked 169th overall and last in the East Asia and Pacific region by the Doing Business[image: External link] 2013 report by the World Bank. The country fared particularly poorly in the "registering property", "enforcing contracts" and "resolving insolvency" categories, ranking last worldwide in all three.[62]

As regards telecommunications infrastructure, East Timor is the second to last ranked Asian country in the World Economic Forum's Network Readiness Index (NRI), with only Myanmar[image: External link] falling behind it in southeast Asia. NRI is an indicator for determining the development level of a country's information and communication technologies. East Timor ranked number 141 overall in the 2014 NRI ranking, down from 134 in 2013.[63]

The Portuguese colonial administration granted concessions to Oceanic Exploration Corporation to develop petroleum and natural gas deposits in the waters southeast of Timor. However, this was curtailed by the Indonesian invasion in 1976.[citation needed[image: External link]] The resources were divided between Indonesia and Australia with the Timor Gap Treaty[image: External link] in 1989.[64] East Timor inherited no permanent maritime boundaries when it attained independence.[citation needed[image: External link]] A provisional agreement (the Timor Sea Treaty[image: External link], signed when East Timor became independent on 20 May 2002) defined a Joint Petroleum Development Area (JPDA) and awarded 90% of revenues from existing projects in that area to East Timor and 10% to Australia.[65] An agreement in 2005 between the governments of East Timor and Australia mandated that both countries put aside their dispute over maritime boundaries and that East Timor would receive 50% of the revenues from the resource exploitation in the area (estimated at A$[image: External link]26 billion, or about US$20 billion over the lifetime of the project)[66] from the Greater Sunrise development.[67] In 2013, East Timor launched a case at the Permanent Court of Arbitration[image: External link] in The Hague[image: External link] to pull out of a gas treaty that it had signed with Australia, accusing the Australian Secret Intelligence Service[image: External link] (ASIS) of bugging[image: External link] the East Timorese cabinet room in Dili in 2004.[68]

There are no patent laws[image: External link] in East Timor.[69] A Timor Railway System has been in proposal but the current government has yet to advocate the proposal due to lack of funds and expertise.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Demographics






	Historical populations



	Year
	Pop.
	±%



	1980
	555,350
	—    



	1990
	747,557
	+34.6%



	2001
	787,340
	+5.3%



	2004
	923,198
	+17.3%



	2010
	1,066,582
	+15.5%



	2015
	1,167,242
	+9.4%



	Source: 2015 census[70]





Main article: Demographics of East Timor[image: External link]


East Timor recorded a population of 1,167,242 in its 2015 census.[4]

The CIA's World Factbook lists the English-language demonym for Timor-Leste as Timorese[71], as does the Government of Timor-Leste's website.[72] Other reference sources list it as East Timorese.[73][74]

The word Maubere,[75] formerly used by the Portuguese to refer to native East Timorese and often employed as synonymous with the illiterate and uneducated, was adopted by FReTiLIn[image: External link] as a term of pride.[76] Native East Timorese consist of a number of distinct ethnic groups, most of whom are of mixed Malayo-Polynesian[image: External link] and Melanesian/ Papuan[image: External link] descent.[citation needed[image: External link]] The largest Malayo-Polynesian ethnic groups are the Tetum[image: External link][77] (100,000), primarily in the north coast and around Dili; the Mambai[image: External link] (80,000), in the central mountains; the Tukudede[image: External link] (63,170), in the area around Maubara[image: External link] and Liquiçá[image: External link]; the Galoli[image: External link] (50,000), between the tribes of Mambae and Makasae[image: External link]; the Kemak[image: External link] (50,000) in north-central Timor island; and the Baikeno[image: External link] (20,000), in the area around Pante Macassar[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

The main tribes of predominantly Papuan origin include the Bunak[image: External link] (50,000), in the central interior of Timor island; the Fataluku[image: External link] (30,000), at the eastern tip of the island near Lospalos[image: External link]; and the Makasae[image: External link], toward the eastern end of the island.[citation needed[image: External link]] As a result of interracial marriage[image: External link] which was common during the Portuguese era, there is a population of people of mixed East Timorese and Portuguese origin, known in Portuguese as mestiços[image: External link]. There is a small Chinese[image: External link] minority, most of whom are Hakka[image: External link].[78] Many Chinese left in the mid-1970s.[79]
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 Languages




Main article: Languages of East Timor[image: External link]


East Timor's two official languages are Portuguese[image: External link] and Tetum[image: External link]. English[image: External link] and Indonesian[image: External link] are sometimes used, and are designated as working languages.[80] Tetum belongs to the Austronesian[image: External link] family of languages spoken throughout Southeast Asia.[81]

The 2010 census found that the most commonly spoken mother tongues[image: External link] were Tetum Prasa[image: External link] (mother tongue for 36.6% of the population), Mambai[image: External link] (12.5%), Makasai[image: External link] (9.7%), Tetum Terik[image: External link] (6.0%), Baikenu[image: External link] (5.9%), Kemak[image: External link] (5.9%), Bunak[image: External link] (5.3%), Tokodede[image: External link] (3.7%), and Fataluku[image: External link] (3.6%). Other indigenous languages largely accounted for the remaining 10.9%, while Portuguese was spoken natively by just under 600 people.[82]

Under Indonesian rule[image: External link], the use of Portuguese[image: External link] was banned and only Indonesian[image: External link] was allowed to be used in government offices, schools and public business.[83] During the Indonesian occupation, Tetum and Portuguese were important unifying elements for the East Timorese people in opposing Javanese culture[image: External link].[84] Portuguese was adopted as one of the two official languages upon independence in 2002 for this reason and as a link to Lusophone[image: External link] nations in other parts of the world. It is now being taught and promoted with the help of Brazil, Portugal, and the Community of Portuguese Language Countries[image: External link].[85] The government believes that Portuguese will be the dominant and most widely used language in East Timor in the next few years, as proficiency in the Portuguese language is accelerating rapidly.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Indonesian and English are defined as working languages under the Constitution in the Final and Transitional Provisions, without setting a final date. Aside from Tetum, Ethnologue[image: External link] lists the following indigenous languages: Adabe[image: External link], Baikeno, Bunak, Fataluku, Galoli[image: External link], Habun[image: External link], Idaté[image: External link], Kairui-Midiki[image: External link], Kemak, Lakalei[image: External link], Makasae, Makuv'a[image: External link], Mambae, Nauete[image: External link], Tukudede, and Waima'a[image: External link].[86] It is estimated that English is understood by 31.4% of the population. As of 2012, 35% speak, read, and write Portuguese; which is up significantly from less than 5% in the 2006 UN Development Report.[80][87]

East Timor is a member of the Community of Portuguese Language Countries[image: External link] (also known as the Lusophone[image: External link] Commonwealth) and of the Latin Union[image: External link].[88]

According to the Atlas of the World's Languages in Danger[image: External link], there are six endangered languages in East Timor: Adabe[image: External link], Habu[image: External link], Kairui-Midiki[image: External link], Maku'a[image: External link], Naueti[image: External link], and Waima'a[image: External link].[89]
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 Education




East Timor's adult literacy[image: External link] rate in 2010 was 58.3%, up from just 37.6% in 2001.[90] Illiteracy was at 95 per cent at the end of Portuguese rule.[91]

The National University of East Timor[image: External link] is the country's main university. There are also four colleges.[92]

Since independence, both Indonesian[image: External link] and Tetum have lost ground as mediums of instruction[image: External link], while Portuguese[image: External link] has increased: in 2001 only 8.4% of primary school and 6.8% of secondary school students attended a Portuguese-medium school; by 2005 this had increased to 81.6% for primary and 46.3% for secondary schools.[93] Indonesian formerly played a considerable role in education, being used by 73.7% of all secondary school students as a medium of instruction, but by 2005 it was used by most schools only in Baucau[image: External link], Manatuto[image: External link], as well as the capital district.[93]
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 Health




Life expectancy[image: External link] at birth was at 60.7 in 2007.[94] The fertility rate is at six births per woman.[94] Healthy life expectancy at birth was at 55 years in 2007.[94] Government expenditure on health was at US$150 (PPP) per person in 2006.[94] There were two hospitals and 14 village healthcare facilities in 1974. By 1994, there were 11 hospitals and 330 healthcare centres.[92]

The 2010 maternal mortality rate per 100,000 births for East Timor was 370. This compares with 928.6 in 2008 and 1016.3 in 1990. The under-5 mortality rate per 1,000 births is 60 and the neonatal mortality rate per 1,000 live births is 27.[95] The number of midwives per 1,000 live births is 8 and the lifetime risk of death for pregnant women is 1 in 44.[96]

The country has one of the highest smoking rates in the world, with 33% of the population, including 61% of men, smoking daily.[97]

By 2015, due to a Cuban–East Timorese training programme initiated in 2003, East Timor will have more doctors per capita[image: External link] than any other country in southeast Asia.[98]
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 Religion




Main article: Religion in East Timor[image: External link]


According to the 2010 census, 96.9% of the population is Roman Catholic; 2.2% Protestant[image: External link]; 0.3% Muslim[image: External link]; and 0.5% practice some other or no religion.[1]

The number of churches has grown from 100 in 1974 to over 800 in 1994,[92] with Church membership having grown considerably under Indonesian[image: External link] rule as Pancasila[image: External link], Indonesia's state ideology, requires all citizens to believe in one God[image: External link] and does not recognise traditional beliefs. East Timorese animist[image: External link] belief systems did not fit with Indonesia's constitutional[image: External link] monotheism[image: External link], resulting in mass conversions to Christianity[image: External link]. Portuguese clergy were replaced with Indonesian priests and Latin[image: External link] and Portuguese[image: External link] mass was replaced by Indonesian[image: External link] mass.[99] While just 20% of East Timorese called themselves Catholics at the time of the 1975 invasion, the figure surged to reach 95% by the end of the first decade after the invasion.[100] In rural areas, Roman Catholicism is practised along with local traditions.[101] With over 90% Catholic population, East Timor is currently one of the most densely Catholic countries in the world.[102]

While the Constitution of East Timor[image: External link] enshrines the principles of freedom of religion[image: External link] and separation of church and state[image: External link] in Section 45 Comma 1, it also acknowledges "the participation of the Catholic Church in the process of national liberation" in its preamble (although this has no legal value).[103] Upon independence, the country joined the Philippines to become the only two predominantly Roman Catholic states in Asia, although nearby parts of eastern Indonesia such as West Timor[image: External link] and Flores[image: External link] also have Roman Catholic majorities.

The Roman Catholic Church[image: External link] divides East Timor into three dioceses[image: External link]: the Diocese of Díli[image: External link], the Diocese of Baucau[image: External link], and the Diocese of Maliana[image: External link].[104]
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 Culture




Main article: Culture of East Timor[image: External link]


The culture of East Timor reflects numerous influences, including Portuguese, Roman Catholic and Indonesian, on Timor's indigenous[image: External link] Austronesian[image: External link] and Melanesian cultures. East Timorese culture is heavily influenced by Austronesian legends. For example, East Timorese creation myth[image: External link] has it that an aging crocodile[image: External link] transformed into the island of Timor as part of a debt repayment to a young boy who had helped the crocodile when it was sick.[105] As a result, the island is shaped like a crocodile and the boy's descendants are the native East Timorese who inhabit it. The phrase "leaving the crocodile" refers to the pained exile of East Timorese from their island.
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There is also a strong tradition[clarification needed[image: External link]] of poetry in the country.[citation needed[image: External link]] Prime Minister Xanana Gusmão, for example, is a distinguished poet, earning the moniker "poet warrior".[106]

Architecturally, Portuguese-style buildings can be found, along with the traditional totem houses of the eastern region. These are known as uma lulik ("sacred houses") in Tetum and lee teinu ("legged houses") in Fataluku.[citation needed[image: External link]] Craftsmanship and the weaving of traditional scarves (tais) is also widespread.[citation needed[image: External link]]

An extensive collection of Timorese audiovisual material is held at the National Film and Sound Archive of Australia[image: External link]. These holdings have been identified in a document titled The NFSA Timor-Leste Collection Profile, which features catalogue entries and essays for a total of 795 NFSA-held moving image, recorded sound and documentation works that have captured the history and culture of East Timor since the early 20th century.[107] The NFSA is working with the East Timor government to ensure that all of this material can be used and accessed by the people of that country.[108]

In 2013 the first East Timorese feature film, Beatriz's War[image: External link], was released.[109] In 2009 and 2010, East Timor was the nation of subject matter for the Australian and South Korean films Balibo[image: External link] and A Barefoot Dream[image: External link].
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The cuisine of East Timor[image: External link] consists of regional popular foods such as pork, fish, basil, tamarind[image: External link], legumes, corn, rice[image: External link], root vegetables, and tropical fruit. East Timorese cuisine has influences from Southeast Asian[image: External link] foods and from Portuguese dishes[image: External link] from its colonisation by Portugal. Flavours and ingredients from other former Portuguese colonies can be found due to the centuries-old Portuguese presence on the island.
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Main article: Sport in East Timor[image: External link]


Sports organisations joined by East Timor include the International Olympic Committee[image: External link] (IOC), the International Association of Athletics Federations[image: External link] (IAAF), the International Badminton Federation (IBF), the Union Cycliste Internationale[image: External link], the International Weightlifting Federation, the International Table Tennis Federation (ITTF), the International Basketball Federation (FIBA), and East Timor's national football team[image: External link] joined FIFA[image: External link]. East Timorese athletes competed in the 2003 Southeast Asian Games[image: External link] held 2003. In the 2003 ASEAN Paralympics[image: External link] Games, East Timor won a bronze medal. In the Athens 2004 Olympic Games[image: External link], East Timorese athletes participated in athletics, weightlifting and boxing. East Timor won three medals[image: External link] in Arnis at the 2005 Southeast Asian Games[image: External link]. East Timor competed in the first[image: External link] Lusophony Games[image: External link] and, in October 2008, the country earned its first international points in a FIFA[image: External link] football match with a 2–2 draw against Cambodia.[110] East Timor competed at the 2014 Winter Olympics[image: External link].

Thomas Americo[image: External link] was the first East Timorese fighter to fight for a world boxing[image: External link] title. He was murdered in 1999, shortly before Indonesian occupation of East Timor ended.[111]
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Solomon Islands






For the group of islands rather than the state, see Solomon Islands (archipelago)[image: External link].

Coordinates: 8°S 159°E[image: External link]

Solomon Islands is a sovereign country consisting of six major islands and over 900 smaller islands in Oceania lying to the east of Papua New Guinea and northwest of Vanuatu and covering a land area of 28,400 square kilometres (11,000 sq mi). The country's capital, Honiara[image: External link], is located on the island of Guadalcanal[image: External link]. The country takes its name from the Solomon Islands archipelago[image: External link], which is a collection of Melanesian islands that also includes the North Solomon Islands[image: External link] (part of Papua New Guinea), but excludes outlying islands, such as Rennell and Bellona[image: External link], and the Santa Cruz Islands[image: External link].

The islands have been inhabited for thousands of years. In 1568, the Spanish navigator Álvaro de Mendaña[image: External link] was the first European to visit them, naming them the Islas Salomón.[4] Britain defined its area of interest in the Solomon Islands archipelago in June 1893, when Captain Gibson R.N., of HMS  Curacoa[image: External link], declared the southern Solomon Islands as a British protectorate[image: External link].[5] During World War II, the Solomon Islands campaign[image: External link] (1942–1945) saw fierce fighting between the United States and the Empire of Japan[image: External link], such as in the Battle of Guadalcanal[image: External link].

The official name of the then British overseas territory[image: External link] was changed from "the British Solomon Islands[image: External link] Protectorate" to "Solomon Islands" in 1975. Self-government was achieved in 1976; independence was obtained two years later. Today, Solomon Islands is a constitutional monarchy with the Queen of Solomon Islands[image: External link], currently Queen Elizabeth II, as its head of state[image: External link]. Manasseh Sogavare[image: External link] is the current prime minister[image: External link].
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In 1568, the Spanish navigator Álvaro de Mendaña[image: External link] was the first European to visit the Solomon Islands archipelago, naming it Islas Salomón ("Solomon Islands") after the wealthy biblical[image: External link] King Solomon[image: External link].[4] It is said that they were given this name in the mistaken assumption that they contained great riches.[6]

During most of the period of British rule the territory was officially named "the British Solomon Islands Protectorate".[7] On 22 June 1975 the territory was renamed "Solomon Islands".[7] When Solomon Islands became independent in 1978 they retained the name. The definite article, "the", is not part of the country's official name but is sometimes used, both within and outside the country.
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Main article: History of Solomon Islands[image: External link]
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 Early history




It is believed that Papuan[image: External link]-speaking settlers began to arrive around 30,000 BC.[8] Austronesian[image: External link] speakers arrived c. 4000 BC also bringing cultural elements such as the outrigger canoe[image: External link]. Between 1200 and 800 BC the ancestors of the Polynesians[image: External link], the Lapita[image: External link] people, arrived from the Bismarck Archipelago[image: External link] with their characteristic ceramics[image: External link].[9]
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 European contact (1568)




The first European to visit the islands was the Spanish navigator Álvaro de Mendaña de Neira[image: External link], coming from Peru[image: External link] in 1568. The people of Solomon Islands were notorious for headhunting[image: External link] and cannibalism[image: External link] before the arrival of the Europeans.[10]

Missionaries began visiting the Solomons in the mid-19th century. They made little progress at first, because " blackbirding[image: External link]" (the often brutal recruitment or kidnapping of labourers for the sugar plantations[image: External link] in Queensland and Fiji[image: External link]) led to a series of reprisals and massacres[image: External link]. The evils of the labour trade prompted the United Kingdom to declare a protectorate over the southern Solomons in June 1893.[11]

In 1898 and 1899, more outlying islands were added to the protectorate; in 1900 the remainder of the archipelago, an area previously under German jurisdiction[image: External link], was transferred to British administration, apart from the islands of Buka[image: External link] and Bougainville[image: External link], which remained under German administration as part of German New Guinea[image: External link]. Traditional trade and social intercourse between the western Solomon Islands of Mono and Alu (the Shortlands) and the traditional societies in the south of Bougainville, however, continued without hindrance.

Missionaries settled in the Solomons under the protectorate, converting most of the population to Christianity. In the early 20th century several British and Australian firms began large-scale coconut planting. Economic growth was slow, however, and the islanders benefited little.

Journalist Joe Melvin[image: External link] visited in 1892, as part of his undercover investigation into blackbirding. In 1908 the islands were visited by Jack London[image: External link], who was cruising the Pacific on his boat, the Snark.
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 Second World War




Main articles: Solomon Islands campaign[image: External link] and Battle of Guadalcanal[image: External link]


With the outbreak of the Second World War most planters and traders were evacuated to Australia and most cultivation ceased. Some of the most intense fighting of the war occurred in the Solomons. The most significant of the Allied Forces' operations against the Japanese Imperial[image: External link] Forces was launched on 7 August 1942, with simultaneous naval bombardments and amphibious landings on the Florida Islands[image: External link] at Tulagi[image: External link][12] and Red Beach on Guadalcanal[image: External link].

The Battle of Guadalcanal[image: External link] became an important and bloody campaign fought in the Pacific War as the Allies began to repulse Japanese expansion. Of strategic importance during the war were the coastwatchers[image: External link] operating in remote locations, often on Japanese held islands, providing early warning and intelligence of Japanese naval, army and aircraft movements during the campaign.[13]

Sergeant-Major Jacob Vouza[image: External link] was a notable coastwatcher who, after capture, refused to divulge Allied information in spite of interrogation and torture by Japanese Imperial forces. He was awarded a Silver Star[image: External link] Medal by the Americans, which is the United States' third-highest decoration for valor in combat

Islanders Biuku Gasa and Eroni Kumana[image: External link] were the first to find the shipwrecked John F. Kennedy[image: External link] and his crew of the PT-109[image: External link]. They suggested using a coconut to write a rescue message for delivery by dugout canoe, which was later kept on Kennedy's desk when he became President of the United States[image: External link].

The Solomon Islands was one of the major staging areas of the South Pacific and was home to the famous VMF-214 "Black Sheep" Squadron[image: External link] commanded by Major Greg "Pappy" Boyington[image: External link]. "The Slot" was a name for New Georgia Sound[image: External link], when it was used by the Tokyo Express[image: External link] to supply the Japanese garrison on Guadalcanal. Of more than 36,000 Japanese on Guadalcanal, about 26,000 were killed or missing, 9,000 died of disease, and 1,000 were captured.[14]
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 Independence (1978)




Local councils were established in the 1950s as the islands stabilised from the aftermath of the Second World War. A new constitution was established in 1970 and elections were held, although the constitution was contested and a new one was created in 1974. In 1973 the first oil price shock occurred, and the increased cost of running a colony became apparent to British administrators.

Following the independence of neighbouring Papua New Guinea from Australia in 1975, the Solomon Islands gained self-government in 1976. Independence was granted on 7 July 1978. The first Prime Minister was Sir Peter Kenilorea[image: External link], and Solomon Islands retained the Monarchy.

In September 2012, the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge visited the islands to mark the 60th anniversary of the accession of Queen Elizabeth II.[15]
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 Ethnic violence (1998–2003)




Commonly referred to as the tensions or the ethnic tension, the initial civil unrest was mainly characterised by fighting between the Isatabu Freedom Movement[image: External link] (also known as the Guadalcanal Revolutionary Army) and the Malaita Eagle Force[image: External link] (as well as the Marau Eagle Force). (Although much of the conflict was between Guales and Malaitans, Kabutaulaka (2001)[16] and Dinnen (2002) argue that the 'ethnic conflict' label is an oversimplification.)

In late 1998, militants on the island of Guadalcanal began a campaign of intimidation and violence towards Malaitan settlers. During the next year, thousands of Malaitans fled back to Malaita or to the capital, Honiara (which, although situated on Guadalcanal, is predominantly populated by Malaitans and Solomon Islanders from other provinces). In 1999, the Malaita Eagle Force (MEF) was established in response.

The reformist government of Bartholomew Ulufa'alu[image: External link] struggled to respond to the complexities of this evolving conflict. In late 1999, the government declared a four-month state of emergency. There were also a number of attempts at reconciliation but to no avail. Ulufa'alu also requested assistance from Australia and New Zealand in 1999 but his appeal was rejected.

In June 2000, Ulufa'alu was kidnapped by militia members of the MEF who felt that, although he was a Malaitan, he was not doing enough to protect their interests. Ulufa'alu subsequently resigned in exchange for his release. Manasseh Sogavare[image: External link], who had earlier been Finance Minister in Ulufa'alu's government but had subsequently joined the opposition, was elected as Prime Minister by 23–21 over Rev. Leslie Boseto[image: External link]. However Sogavare's election was immediately shrouded in controversy because six MPs (thought to be supporters of Boseto) were unable to attend parliament for the crucial vote (Moore 2004, n.5 on p. 174).

In October 2000, the Townsville Peace Agreement[image: External link],[17] was signed by the Malaita Eagle Force, elements of the IFM, and the Solomon Islands Government. This was closely followed by the Marau Peace agreement in February 2001, signed by the Marau Eagle Force, the Isatabu Freedom Movement, the Guadalcanal Provincial Government, and the Solomon Islands Government. However, a key Guale militant leader, Harold Keke[image: External link], refused to sign the agreement, causing a split with the Guale groups. Subsequently, Guale signatories to the agreement led by Andrew Te'e joined with the Malaitan-dominated police to form the 'Joint Operations Force'. During the next two years the conflict moved to the Weathercoast of Guadalcanal as the Joint Operations unsuccessfully attempted to capture Keke and his group.

New elections in December 2001 brought Sir Allan Kemakeza[image: External link] into the Prime Minister's chair with the support of his People's Alliance Party and the Association of Independent Members. Law and order deteriorated as the nature of the conflict shifted: there was continuing violence on the Weathercoast while militants in Honiara increasingly turned their attention to crime and extortion. The Department of Finance would often be surrounded by armed men when funding was due to arrive. In December 2002, Finance Minister Laurie Chan resigned after being forced at gunpoint to sign a cheque made out to some of the militants. Conflict also broke out in Western Province between locals and Malaitan settlers. Renegade members of the Bougainville Revolutionary Army (BRA) were invited in as a protection force but ended up causing as much trouble as they prevented.

The prevailing atmosphere of lawlessness, widespread extortion, and ineffective police prompted a formal request by the Solomon Islands Government for outside help. With the country bankrupt and the capital in chaos, the request was unanimously supported in Parliament.

In July 2003, Australian and Pacific Island police and troops arrived in Solomon Islands under the auspices of the Australian-led Regional Assistance Mission to Solomon Islands[image: External link] (RAMSI). A sizeable international security contingent of 2,200 police and troops, led by Australia and New Zealand, and with representatives from about 20 other Pacific nations, began arriving the next month under Operation Helpem Fren[image: External link]. Since this time some commentators have considered the country a failed state.[18] However, other academics argue that rather than being a 'failed state', it is an unformed state: a state that never consolidated even after decades of independence.[19]

In April 2006, allegations that the newly elected Prime Minister Snyder Rini[image: External link] had used bribes from Chinese businessmen to buy the votes of members of Parliament led to mass rioting in the capital Honiara[image: External link]. A deep underlying resentment against the minority Chinese[image: External link] business community led to much of Chinatown[image: External link] in the city being destroyed.[20] Tensions were also increased by the belief that large sums of money were being exported to China. China sent chartered aircraft to evacuate hundreds of Chinese who fled to avoid the riots. Evacuation of Australian and British citizens was on a much smaller scale. Additional Australian, New Zealand and Fijian police and troops were dispatched to try to quell the unrest. Rini eventually resigned before facing a motion of no-confidence in Parliament, and Parliament elected Manasseh Sogavare[image: External link] as Prime Minister.
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 Earthquakes




Main articles: 2007 Solomon Islands earthquake[image: External link] and 2013 Solomon Islands earthquake[image: External link]


On 2 April 2007 at 07:39:56 local time ( UTC+11[image: External link]) an earthquake with magnitude 8.1 occurred at hypocenter S8.453 E156.957, 349 kilometres (217 miles) northwest of the island's capital, Honiara[image: External link] and south-east of the capital of Western Province[image: External link], Gizo[image: External link], at a depth of 10 km (6.2 miles).[21] More than 44 aftershocks with magnitude 5.0 or greater occurred up until 22:00:00 UTC, Wednesday, 4 April 2007. A tsunami[image: External link] followed killing at least 52 people, destroying more than 900 homes and leaving thousands of people homeless.[22] Land upthrust extended the shoreline of one island, Ranongga[image: External link], by up to 70 metres (230 ft) exposing many once pristine coral reefs.[23]

On February 6, 2013, an earthquake with magnitude of 8.0 occurred at epicentre S10.80 E165.11 in the Santa Cruz Islands followed by a tsunami up to 1.5 metres. At least nine people were killed and many houses demolished. The main quake was preceded by a sequence of earthquakes with a magnitude of up to 6.0.
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 Politics




Main article: Politics of Solomon Islands[image: External link]


Solomon Islands is a constitutional monarchy and has a parliamentary system[image: External link] of government. Queen Elizabeth II[image: External link] is the Monarch of the Solomon Islands[image: External link] and the head of state[image: External link]; she is represented by the Governor-General[image: External link] who is chosen by the Parliament for a five-year term. There is a unicameral[image: External link] parliament of 50 members, elected for four-year terms. However, Parliament may be dissolved by majority vote of its members before the completion of its term.

Parliamentary representation is based on single-member constituencies. Suffrage is universal for citizens over age 21.[24] The head of government is the Prime Minister[image: External link], who is elected by Parliament and chooses the cabinet. Each ministry is headed by a cabinet member, who is assisted by a permanent secretary[image: External link], a career public servant who directs the staff of the ministry.

Solomon Islands governments are characterised by weak political parties (see List of political parties in Solomon Islands[image: External link]) and highly unstable parliamentary coalitions. They are subject to frequent votes of no confidence[image: External link], leading to frequent changes in government leadership and cabinet appointments.

Land ownership is reserved for Solomon Islanders. The law provides that resident expatriates, such as the Chinese and Kiribati, may obtain citizenship through naturalisation. Land generally is still held on a family or village basis and may be handed down from mother or father according to local custom. The islanders are reluctant to provide land for nontraditional economic undertakings, and this has resulted in continual disputes over land ownership.

No military forces are maintained by Solomon Islands although a police force of nearly 500 includes a border protection unit. The police also are responsible for fire service, disaster relief, and maritime surveillance. The police force is headed by a commissioner, appointed by the governor-general and responsible to the prime minister. On 27 December 2006, the Solomon Islands Government took steps to prevent the country's Australian police chief from returning to the Pacific nation. On 12 January 2007, Australia replaced its top diplomat expelled from Solomon Islands for political interference in a conciliatory move aimed at easing a four-month dispute between the two countries.

On 13 December 2007, Prime Minister Manasseh Sogavare[image: External link] was toppled by a vote of no confidence in Parliament,[25] following the defection of five ministers to the opposition. It was the first time a prime minister had lost office in this way in Solomon Islands. On 20 December, Parliament elected the opposition's candidate (and former Minister for Education) Derek Sikua[image: External link] as Prime Minister, in a vote of 32 to 15.[26][27]
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 Judiciary




Main article: Judiciary of Solomon Islands[image: External link]


The Governor General appoints the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court on the advice of the Prime Minister and the Leader of the Opposition. The Governor General appoints the other justices with the advice of a judicial commission. The Judicial Committee of the Privy Council (based in the United Kingdom) serves as the highest appellate court. The current Chief Justice is Sir Albert Palmer.

From March 2014 Justice Edwin Goldsbrough will serve as the President of the Court of Appeal for Solomon Islands. Justice Goldsbrough has previously served a five-year term as a Judge of the High Court of Solomon Islands (2006–2011). Justice Edwin Goldsbrough then served as the Chief Justice of the Turks and Caicos Islands.[28]
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 Foreign relations




Main article: Foreign relations of Solomon Islands[image: External link]


Solomon Islands is a member of the United Nations, Commonwealth, Pacific Islands Forum[image: External link], South Pacific Commission[image: External link], International Monetary Fund[image: External link], and the European Union[image: External link]/African, Caribbean, and Pacific (ACP) countries[image: External link] (EEC/ACP) (Lomé Convention[image: External link]).

The political stage of Solomon Islands was influenced by its position regarding the Republic of China[image: External link] (ROC) and the People's Republic of China[image: External link] (PRC). Solomon Islands gave diplomatic recognition[image: External link] to the Republic of China (Taiwan),[29] recognising it as the sole-legitimate government of all of China, thus giving Taiwan[image: External link] vital votes in the United Nations. Lucrative investments, political funding and preferential loans from both the Republic of China and the People's Republic of China have increasingly manipulated the political landscape of the Solomon Islands.

Relations with Papua New Guinea, which had become strained because of an influx of refugees from the Bougainville[image: External link] rebellion and attacks on the northern islands of Solomon Islands by elements pursuing Bougainvillean rebels, have been repaired. A 1998 peace accord on Bougainville removed the armed threat, and the two nations regularised border operations in a 2004 agreement.
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 Military




Although the locally recruited British Solomon Islands Protectorate Defence Force[image: External link] was part of Allied Forces[image: External link] taking part in fighting in the Solomons during the Second World War, the country has not had any regular military forces since independence. The various paramilitary elements of the Royal Solomon Islands Police Force[image: External link] (RSIPF) were disbanded and disarmed in 2003 following the intervention of the Regional Assistance Mission to Solomon Islands[image: External link] ( RAMSI[image: External link]). RAMSI has a small military detachment headed by an Australian commander with responsibilities for assisting the police element of RAMSI in internal and external security. The RSIPF still operates two Pacific class patrol boats[image: External link] (RSIPV Auki and RSIPV Lata), which constitute the de facto navy of Solomon Islands.

In the long term, it is anticipated that the RSIPF will resume the defence role of the country. The police force is headed by a commissioner, appointed by the governor general[image: External link] and responsible to the Minister of Police, National Security & Correctional Services.

The police budget of Solomon Islands has been strained due to a four-year civil war. Following Cyclone Zoe[image: External link]'s strike on the islands of Tikopia[image: External link] and Anuta[image: External link] in December 2002, Australia had to provide the Solomon Islands government with 200,000 Solomon dollars ($50,000 Australian) for fuel and supplies for the patrol boat Lata to sail with relief supplies. (Part of the work of RAMSI includes assisting the Solomon Islands government to stabilise its budget.)
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 Administrative divisions




Main article: Provinces of the Solomon Islands[image: External link]


For local government, the country is divided into ten administrative areas, of which nine are provinces administered by elected provincial assemblies and the tenth is the capital Honiara, administered by the Honiara Town Council.



	#
	Province
	Capital
	Premier
	Area

(km²)
	Population

census[image: External link] 1999
	Population

per km² (2009)
	Population

census[image: External link] 2009



	1
	Central Province[image: External link]
	Tulagi[image: External link]
	Patrick Vasuni
	615
	21,577
	42.4
	26,051



	2
	Choiseul Province[image: External link]
	Taro Island[image: External link]
	Jackson Kiloe
	3,837
	20,008
	6.9
	26,371



	3
	Guadalcanal Province[image: External link] [3][image: External link]
	Honiara[image: External link]
	Anthony Veke
	5,336
	60,275
	17.5
	93,613



	4
	Isabel Province[image: External link]
	Buala[image: External link]
	James Habu
	4,136
	20,421
	6.3
	26,158



	5
	Makira-Ulawa Province[image: External link]
	Kirakira[image: External link]
	Stanley Siapu
	
	31,006
	12.7
	40,419



	6
	Malaita Province[image: External link]
	Auki[image: External link]
	Peter Ramohia
	4,225
	122,620
	32.6
	137,596



	7
	Rennell and Bellona Province[image: External link]
	Tigoa[image: External link]
	George Tuhaika
	671
	2,377
	4.5
	3,041



	8
	Temotu Province[image: External link]
	Lata[image: External link]
	Fr. Charles Brown Beu
	895
	18,912
	23.9
	21,362



	9
	Western Province[image: External link]
	Gizo[image: External link]
	Wyne Maepio
	5,475
	62,739
	14.0
	76,649



	-
	Capital Territory[image: External link]
	Honiara[image: External link]
	Mua (Mayor)
	22
	49,107
	2,936.8
	64,609



	 
	Solomon Islands
	Honiara[image: External link]
	-
	28,400
	409,042
	14.7
	515,870




[1] excluding the Capital Territory of Honiara
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 Human rights




See also: Human rights in the Solomon Islands[image: External link]


There are Human Rights concerns and issues in regards to education, water, sanitation, women and persons who identify as lesbian, gay, bisexual or transgender.

Homosexuality[image: External link] is illegal in the Solomon Islands.[30]
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 Geography




Main article: Geography of the Solomon Islands[image: External link]


Solomon Islands is an island nation that lies east of Papua New Guinea and consists of many islands: Choiseul[image: External link], the Shortland Islands[image: External link]; the New Georgia Islands[image: External link]; Santa Isabel[image: External link]; the Russell Islands[image: External link]; Nggela[image: External link] (the Florida Islands[image: External link]); Malaita[image: External link]; Guadalcanal[image: External link]; Sikaiana[image: External link]; Maramasike[image: External link]; Ulawa[image: External link]; Uki; Makira[image: External link] (San Cristobal[image: External link]); Santa Ana[image: External link]; Rennell and Bellona[image: External link]; the Santa Cruz Islands[image: External link] and the remote, tiny outliers, Tikopia[image: External link], Anuta[image: External link], Fatutaka[image: External link] and Falkie Atoll[image: External link].

The country's islands lie between latitudes 5°[image: External link] and 13°S[image: External link], and longitudes 155°[image: External link] and 169°E[image: External link]. The distance between the westernmost and easternmost islands is about 1,500 kilometres (930 mi). The Santa Cruz Islands (of which Tikopia is part) are situated north of Vanuatu and are especially isolated at more than 200 kilometres (120 mi) from the other islands. Bougainville[image: External link] is geographically part of the Solomon Islands archipelago but politically part of Papua New Guinea. Falkie Atoll, which is closer to Bougainville than to Choiseul, is part of the nation of Solomon Islands.
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 Climate




The islands' ocean-equatorial climate is extremely humid throughout the year, with a mean temperature of 26.5 °C (79.7 °F) and few extremes of temperature or weather. June through August is the cooler period. Though seasons are not pronounced, the northwesterly winds of November through April bring more frequent rainfall and occasional squalls or cyclones. The annual rainfall is about 3,050 millimetres (120 in).
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 Ecology




The Solomon Islands archipelago[image: External link] is part of two distinct terrestrial ecoregions[image: External link]. Most of the islands are part of the Solomon Islands rain forests[image: External link] ecoregion, which also includes the islands of Bougainville and Buka; these forests have come under pressure from forestry activities. The Santa Cruz Islands are part of the Vanuatu rain forests[image: External link] ecoregion, together with the neighbouring archipelago of Vanuatu. Soil quality ranges from extremely rich volcanic (there are volcanoes[image: External link] with varying degrees of activity on some of the larger islands) to relatively infertile limestone. More than 230 varieties of orchids and other tropical flowers brighten the landscape.

The islands contain several active and dormant volcanoes. The Tinakula and Kavachi[image: External link] volcanoes are the most active.
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 Economy




Main article: Economy of Solomon Islands[image: External link]


Solomon Islands' per-capita GDP of $600 ranks it as a lesser developed nation, and more than 75% of its labour force is engaged in subsistence and fishing. Most manufactured goods and petroleum products must be imported. Until 1998, when world prices for tropical timber fell steeply, timber was Solomon Islands' main export product, and, in recent years, Solomon Islands forests were dangerously overexploited[image: External link].

Other important cash crops and exports include copra[image: External link] and palm oil[image: External link]. In 1998 gold mining began at Gold Ridge[image: External link] on Guadalcanal. Minerals exploration in other areas continued. In the wake of the ethnic violence in June 2000, exports of palm oil and gold ceased while exports of timber fell. The islands are rich in undeveloped mineral resources such as lead, zinc[image: External link], nickel, and gold.

Solomon Islands' fisheries also offer prospects for export and domestic economic expansion. A Japanese joint venture, Solomon Taiyo Ltd., which operated the only fish cannery in the country, closed in mid-2000 as a result of the ethnic disturbances. Though the plant has reopened under local management, the export of tuna has not resumed. Negotiations are underway that may lead to the eventual reopening of the Gold Ridge mine and the major oil-palm plantation.

Tourism, particularly diving, is an important service industry for Solomon Islands. Tourism growth is hampered by lack of infrastructure and transportation limitations.

Solomon Islands Government was insolvent by 2002. Since the RAMSI[image: External link] intervention in 2003, the government has recast its budget. It has consolidated and renegotiated its domestic debt and with Australian backing, is now seeking to renegotiate its foreign obligations. Principal aid donors are Australia, New Zealand, the European Union, Japan, and the Republic of China.

Recently[ when?[image: External link]], Solomon Islands courts have re-approved the export of live dolphins for profit, most recently to Dubai, United Arab Emirates. This practice was originally stopped by the government in 2004 after international uproar over a shipment of 28 live dolphins to Mexico. The move resulted in criticism from both Australia and New Zealand as well as several conservation organisations.
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 Energy




A team of renewable energy developers working for the South Pacific Applied Geoscience Commission[image: External link] (SOPAC) and funded by the Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency Partnership[image: External link] (REEEP), have developed a scheme that allows local communities to access renewable energy, such as solar, water and wind power, without the need to raise substantial sums of cash. Under the scheme, islanders who are unable to pay for solar lanterns in cash may pay instead in kind with crops.[31]
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 Demographics




Main article: Demographics of the Solomon Islands[image: External link]


As of 2006, there were 552,438 people in Solomon Islands.[32]
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 Ethnic groups




The majority of Solomon Islanders are ethnically Melanesian[image: External link] (94.5%). Polynesian[image: External link] (3%) and Micronesian[image: External link] (1.2%) are the two other significant groups.[32] There are a few thousand ethnic Chinese[image: External link].[20]
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 Languages




Further information: Languages of the Solomon Islands[image: External link]


While English is the official language, only 1–2% of the population speak English. The lingua franca[image: External link] is Solomons Pijin[image: External link], which is related to the Tok Pisin[image: External link] of Papua New Guinea, but which has no official status.

The number of local languages listed for Solomon Islands is 74, of which 70 are living languages and 4 are extinct, according to Ethnologue, Languages of the World.[33] Melanesian languages[image: External link] (predominantly of the Southeast Solomonic group[image: External link]) are spoken on the central islands.

Polynesian languages[image: External link] are spoken on Rennell[image: External link] and Bellona[image: External link] to the south, Tikopia[image: External link], Anuta[image: External link] and Fatutaka[image: External link] to the far east, Sikaiana[image: External link] to the north east, and Luaniua to the north (Ontong Java Atoll[image: External link], also known as Lord Howe Atoll[image: External link]). The immigrant population of Gilbertese (i-Kiribati) speaks a Micronesian language[image: External link].
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 Religion




Main article: Religion in the Solomon Islands[image: External link]


The religion of Solomon Islands is mainly Christian (comprising about 92% of the population). The main Christian denominations are: the Anglican Church of Melanesia[image: External link] 35%, Roman Catholic 19%, South Seas Evangelical Church[image: External link] 17%, United Church in Papua New Guinea and the Solomon Islands[image: External link] 11% and Seventh-day Adventist[image: External link] 10%. Another 5% adhere to aboriginal beliefs.

The remaining adhere to Islam, the Baha'i Faith[image: External link], Jehovah's Witnesses[image: External link], and The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints[image: External link] (LDS Church). According to the most recent reports, Islam in the Solomon Islands[image: External link] is made up of approximately 350 Muslims,[34] including members of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community[image: External link].[35]
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 Health




Female life expectancy at birth was at 66.7 years and male life expectancy at birth at 64.9 in 2007.[36] 1990–1995 fertility rate was at 5.5 births per woman.[36] Government expenditure on health per capita was at US$99 (PPP).[36] Healthy life expectancy at birth is at 60 years.[36]

Blond hair occurs in 10% of the population in the islands.[37] After years of questions, studies have resulted in the better understanding of the blond gene. The findings show that the blond hair trait is due to an amino acid change of protein TYRP1[image: External link].[38] This accounts for the highest occurrence of blond hair outside of European influence in the world.[39] While 10% of Solomon Island's people display the blond phenotype about 26% of the population carry the recessive trait for it as well.[40]
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 Education




Education in Solomon Islands is not compulsory and only 60 percent of school-age children have access to primary education.[41][42]

From 1990 to 1994, the gross primary school enrolment rose from 84.5 percent to 96.6 percent.[41] Primary school attendance rates were unavailable for Solomon Islands as of 2001.[41] While enrolment rates indicate a level of commitment to education, they do not always reflect children's participation in school.[41]

Efforts and plans made by the Department of Education and Human Resource Development to expand educational facilities and increase enrolment have been hindered by a lack of government funding, misguided teacher training programs, poor co-ordination of programs, and a failure of the government to pay teachers.[41] The percentage of the government's budget allocated to education was 9.7 percent in 1998, down from 13.2 percent in 1990.[41]

Male educational attainment tends to be higher than female educational attainment.[42] The University of the South Pacific[image: External link] has a Campus in Solomon Islands while the University of Papua New Guinea has also established a foothold in the country at Guadalcanal[image: External link].[43]
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 Culture




Main article: Culture of the Solomon Islands[image: External link]


In the traditional culture of the Solomon Islands, age-old customs are handed down from one generation to the next, allegedly from the ancestral spirits themselves, to form the cultural values of the Solomon Islands.
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 Media





	Radio



Radio is the most influential type of media in Solomon Islands due to language differences, illiteracy,[44] and the difficulty of receiving television signals in some parts of the country. The Solomon Islands Broadcasting Corporation[image: External link] (SIBC) operates public radio services, including the national stations Radio Happy Isles[image: External link] 1037 on the dial and Wantok FM[image: External link] 96.3, and the provincial stations Radio Happy Lagoon[image: External link] and, formerly, Radio Temotu. There are two commercial FM stations, Z FM at 99.5 in Honiara but receivable over a large majority of island out from Honiara, and, PAOA FM at 97.7 in Honiara (also broadcasting on 107.5 in Auki), and, one community FM radio station, Gold Ridge FM on 88.7.


	Newspapers



There is one daily newspaper Solomon Star[image: External link] and one daily online news website Solomon Times Online (www.solomontimes.com), 2 weekly papers Solomons Voice and Solomon Times, and 2 monthly papers Agrikalsa Nius and the Citizen's Press.


	Television



There are no TV services that cover the entire Solomon Islands, but satellite TV stations can be received. However, in Honiara, there is a free-to-air channel called One Television, and rebroadcast ABC Asia Pacific[image: External link] (from Australia's ABC) and BBC World News[image: External link]. As of Dec 2010, residents could subscribe to SATSOL, a digital pay TV service, re-transmitting satellite television.
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 Music




Further information: Music of Solomon Islands[image: External link]


Traditional Melanesian music[image: External link] in the Solomon Islands includes both group and solo vocals, slit-drum[image: External link] and panpipe[image: External link] ensembles. In the 1920s, bamboo music gained a following. In the 1950s, Edwin Nanau Sitori[image: External link] composed the song "Walkabout long Chinatown[image: External link]", which has been referred to by the government as the unofficial "national song[image: External link]" of the Solomon Islands.[45] Modern Solomon Islander popular music includes various kinds of rock and reggae as well as island music.
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 Literature




Further information: Solomon Islands literature[image: External link]


Writers from Solomon Islands include the novelists Rexford Orotaloa[image: External link] and John Saunana and the poet Jully Makini.
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 Sport




Main article: Sport in the Solomon Islands[image: External link]


Rugby Union[image: External link] is played in Solomon Islands. The Solomon Islands national rugby union team[image: External link] has been playing internationals since 1969. It took part in the Oceania qualifying tournament for the 2003 and 2007 Rugby World Cups, but failed to qualify on each occasion.

National teams in association football and the related futsal[image: External link] and beach soccer[image: External link] have proved among the most successful in Oceania. The Solomon Islands national football team[image: External link] is part of the OFC confederation in FIFA. They are currently ranked 184th out of 209 teams in the FIFA World Rankings. The team became the first team to beat New Zealand in qualifying for a play-off spot against Australia for qualification to the World Cup 2006[image: External link]. They were defeated 7–0 in Australia and 2–1 at home.

On 14 June 2008, the Solomon Islands national futsal team[image: External link], the Kurukuru, won the Oceania Futsal Championship in Fiji to qualify them for the 2008 FIFA Futsal World Cup[image: External link], which was held in Brazil from 30 September to 19 October 2008. Solomon Islands is the futsal defending champions in the Oceania region. In 2008 and 2009 the Kurukuru won the Oceania Futsal Championship in Fiji. In 2009 they defeated the host nation Fiji[image: External link], 8–0, to claim the title. The Kurukuru currently hold the world record for the fastest ever goal scored in an official futsal match. It was set by Kurukuru captain Elliot Ragomo, who scored against New Caledonia[image: External link] three seconds into the game in July 2009.[46] They also, however, hold the less enviable record for the worst defeat in the history of the Futsal World Cup[image: External link], when in 2008 they were beaten by Russia[image: External link] with two goals to thirty-one.[47]

The Solomon Islands' beach soccer team[image: External link], the Bilikiki Boys, are statistically the most successful team in Oceania. They have won all three regional championships[image: External link] to date, thereby qualifying on each occasion for the FIFA Beach Soccer World Cup[image: External link]. The Bilikiki Boys are ranked fourteenth in the world as of 2010, higher than any other team from Oceania.[48]
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 See also





	Lau Lagoon[image: External link]

	List of birds of the Solomon Islands[image: External link]

	Outline of Solomon Islands[image: External link]

	Visa policy of Solomon Islands[image: External link]
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Vanuatu






Coordinates: 16°S 167°E[image: External link]

Vanuatu (English i[image: External link]/,va:nu'a:tu /[image: External link] vah-noo-AH -too[image: External link] or /vaen'wa:tu /[image: External link] van-WAH -too[image: External link]; Bislama[image: External link], French IPA:  [vanuaˈtu][image: External link]); officially the Republic of Vanuatu (French: République de Vanuatu, Bislama[image: External link]: Ripablik blong Vanuatu), is a Pacific[image: External link] island nation[image: External link] located in the South Pacific Ocean. The archipelago[image: External link], which is of volcanic origin, is some 1,750 kilometres (1,090 mi) east of northern Australia, 540 kilometres (340 mi) northeast of New Caledonia, east of New Guinea[image: External link], southeast of the Solomon Islands, and west of Fiji[image: External link].

Vanuatu was first inhabited by Melanesian people. The first Europeans to visit the islands were a Spanish expedition led by Portuguese navigator Fernandes de Queirós[image: External link], who arrived on the largest island[image: External link] in 1606. As the Portuguese and Spanish monarchies had been unified under the king of Spain in 1580 (following the vacancy of the Portuguese throne[image: External link], which lasted for sixty years, until 1640, when the Portuguese monarchy[image: External link] was restored), Queirós claimed the archipelago for Spain, as part of the colonial Spanish East Indies[image: External link], and named it La Austrialia del Espíritu Santo.

In the 1880s, France[image: External link] and the United Kingdom claimed parts of the archipelago, and in 1906 they agreed on a framework for jointly managing the archipelago as the New Hebrides[image: External link] through an Anglo–French Condominium[image: External link]. An independence movement arose in the 1970s, and the Republic of Vanuatu was founded in 1980.



TOP
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 Etymology




Vanuatu's name is derived from the word vanua[image: External link] ("land" or "home"),[8] which occurs in several Austronesian languages[image: External link],[9] and the word tu ("stand").[10] Together the two words indicated the independent status of the new country.[10]
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 History




Main article: History of Vanuatu[image: External link]


The prehistory of Vanuatu is obscure; archaeological[image: External link] evidence supports the theory that people speaking Austronesian languages[image: External link] first came to the islands about 3,300 years ago.[11] Pottery fragments have been found dating to 1300–1100 BC.[12]

The Vanuatu group of islands first had contact with Europeans in 1606, when the Portuguese[image: External link] explorer Pedro Fernandes de Queirós[image: External link], sailing for the Spanish Crown[image: External link], arrived on the largest island[image: External link] and called the group of islands La Austrialia[image: External link] del Espiritu Santo or "The Southern Land of the Holy Spirit", believing he had arrived in Terra Australis or Australia. The Spanish established a short-lived settlement at Big Bay on the north side of the island. The name Espiritu Santo[image: External link] remains to this day.

Europeans did not return until 1768, when Louis Antoine de Bougainville[image: External link] rediscovered the islands. In 1774, Captain Cook[image: External link] named the islands the New Hebrides[image: External link], a name that would last until independence in 1980.[12]

In 1825, the trader Peter Dillon[image: External link]'s discovery of sandalwood[image: External link] on the island of Erromango[image: External link] began a rush of immigrants that ended in 1830 after a clash between immigrant Polynesian workers and indigenous Melanesians. During the 1860s, planters[image: External link] in Australia, Fiji, New Caledonia, and the Samoa Islands, in need of labourers, encouraged a long-term indentured labour[image: External link] trade called " blackbirding[image: External link]". At the height of the labour trade, more than one-half the adult male population of several of the islands worked abroad. Fragmentary evidence indicates that the current population of Vanuatu is greatly reduced compared to pre-contact times.[12]

In the 19th century, Catholic and Protestant missionaries[image: External link] from Europe and North America went to the islands to work with the people. For example, John Geddie[image: External link], a Scots-Canadian[image: External link] Presbyterian[image: External link] missionary, arrived at the island of Aneityum[image: External link] in 1848; he spent the rest of his life there, working to convert the inhabitants to Christianity and western ways. John Gibson Paton[image: External link] was a Scottish missionary who devoted his life to the region.

Settlers came looking for land on which to establish cotton plantations. When international cotton prices collapsed, planters switched to coffee, cocoa[image: External link], bananas, and, most successfully, coconuts[image: External link]. Initially, British subjects from Australia made up the majority of settlers, but the establishment of the Caledonian Company of the New Hebrides in 1882 attracted more French subjects. By the start of the 20th century, the French outnumbered the British two to one.[12]

The jumbling of French and British interests in the islands brought petitions for one or another of the two powers to annex the territory. In 1906, France and the United Kingdom agreed to administer the islands jointly. Called the Anglo-French Condominium[image: External link], it was a unique form of government. The separate governmental systems came together only in a joint court. Melanesians were barred from acquiring the citizenship of either power.[12]

Challenges to this form of government began in the early 1940s. The arrival of Americans during the Second World War, with their informal habits and relative wealth, contributed to the rise of nationalism in the islands. The belief in a mythical messianic figure named John Frum[image: External link] was the basis for an indigenous cargo cult[image: External link] (a movement attempting to obtain industrial goods through magic) promising Melanesian deliverance. Today, John Frum is both a religion and a political party with a member in Parliament.[12]

The first political party, established in the early 1970s, was called the New Hebrides National Party. One of the founders was Father Walter Lini[image: External link], who later became Prime Minister. Renamed the Vanua'aku Pati[image: External link] in 1974, the party pushed for independence, which was gained amidst the brief Coconut War[image: External link].[13][14]

The independent Republic of Vanuatu was established in 1980.[12]

During the 1990s, Vanuatu experienced a period of political instability which resulted in a more decentralised government. The Vanuatu Mobile Force, a paramilitary group, attempted a coup in 1996 because of a pay dispute. There were allegations of corruption in the government of Maxime Carlot Korman[image: External link]. New elections have been called for several times since 1997, most recently in 2004.
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 Geography




Main article: Geography of Vanuatu[image: External link]


Vanuatu is a Y-shaped archipelago consisting of about 82 relatively small, geologically newer islands of volcanic origin[image: External link] (65 of them inhabited), with about 1,300 kilometres (810 mi) between the most northern and southern islands.[15] Two of these islands (Matthew and Hunter[image: External link]) are also claimed and controlled by France as part of the French collectivity[image: External link] of New Caledonia. The country lies between latitudes 13°[image: External link] and 21°S[image: External link] and longitudes 166°[image: External link] and 171°E[image: External link].

The fourteen of Vanuatu's islands that have surface areas of more than 100 square kilometres (39 sq mi) are, from largest to smallest: Espiritu Santo[image: External link], Malakula[image: External link], Efate[image: External link], Erromango[image: External link], Ambrym[image: External link], Tanna[image: External link], Pentecost[image: External link], Epi[image: External link], Ambae[image: External link] or Aoba, Gaua[image: External link], Vanua Lava[image: External link], Maewo[image: External link], Malo[image: External link] and Aneityum[image: External link] or Anatom. The nation's largest towns are the capital Port Vila[image: External link], on Efate, and Luganville[image: External link] on Espiritu Santo.[16] The highest point in Vanuatu is Mount Tabwemasana[image: External link], at 1,879 metres (6,165 ft), on the island of Espiritu Santo.

Vanuatu's total area is roughly 12,274 square kilometres (4,739 sq mi),[17] of which its land surface is very limited (roughly 4,700 square kilometres (1,800 sq mi)). Most of the islands are steep, with unstable soils and little permanent fresh water.[15] One estimate, made in 2005, is that only 9% of land is used for agriculture (7% with permanent crops, plus 2% considered arable).[18] The shoreline is mostly rocky with fringing reefs and no continental shelf[image: External link], dropping rapidly into the ocean depths.[15]

There are several active volcanoes[image: External link] in Vanuatu, including Lopevi[image: External link], Mount Yasur[image: External link] and several underwater volcanoes. Volcanic activity[image: External link] is common, with an ever-present danger of a major eruption; a nearby undersea eruption of 6.4 magnitude occurred in November 2008 with no casualties, and an eruption occurred in 1945.[19] Vanuatu is recognised as a distinct terrestrial ecoregion[image: External link], known as the Vanuatu rain forests[image: External link]. It is part of the Australasia ecozone[image: External link], which includes New Caledonia, the Solomon Islands, Australia, New Guinea[image: External link] and New Zealand.

Vanuatu's population (estimated in 2008 as growing 2.4% annually)[20] is placing increasing pressure on land and resources for agriculture, grazing, hunting, and fishing.[15] Some 90% of Vanuatu households fish and consume fish, which has caused intense fishing pressure near villages and the depletion of near-shore fish species.[15] While well-vegetated, most islands show signs of deforestation.[15] The islands have been logged, particularly of high-value timber, subjected to wide-scale slash-and-burn agriculture, and converted to coconut plantations and cattle ranches, and now show evidence of increased soil erosion and landslides.[15]

Many upland watersheds are being deforested and degraded, and fresh water is becoming increasingly scarce.[15] Proper waste disposal, as well as water and air pollution, are becoming troublesome issues around urban areas and large villages.[15] Additionally, the lack of employment opportunities in industry and inaccessibility to markets have combined to lock rural families into a subsistence or self-reliance mode, putting tremendous pressure on local ecosystems.[15]
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 Flora and fauna




See also: List of birds of Vanuatu[image: External link]


Despite its tropical forests, Vanuatu has a limited number of plant and animal species. It has an indigenous flying fox, Pteropus anetianus[image: External link]. Flying foxes are important rainforest and timber regenerators. They pollinate and seed disperse a wide variety of native trees. Their diet is nectar, pollen and fruit and they are commonly called "fruit bats". They are in decline across their South Pacific range. However, governments are increasingly aware of the economic and ecological value of flying foxes and there are calls to increase their protection. There are no indigenous large mammals. The nineteen species of native reptiles include the flowerpot snake[image: External link], found only on Efate. The Fiji banded iguana[image: External link] (Brachylophus fasciatus) was introduced as a feral[image: External link] animal in the 1960s.[21][22] There are eleven species of bats (three unique to Vanuatu) and sixty-one species of land and water birds. While the small Polynesian rat[image: External link] is thought to be indigenous, the large species arrived with Europeans, as did domesticated hogs, dogs, and cattle. The ant species of some of the islands of Vanuatu were catalogued by E. O. Wilson[image: External link].[23]

The region is rich in sea life, with more than 4,000 species of marine molluscs and a large diversity of marine fishes[image: External link]. Coneshell and stonefish carry poison fatal to humans. The Giant East African land snail[image: External link] arrived only in the 1970s, but already has spread from the Port-Vila region to Luganville.

There are three or possibly four adult saltwater crocodiles[image: External link] living in Vanuatu's mangroves and no current breeding population.[22] It is said the crocodiles reached the northern part of the islands after cyclones, given the island chain's proximity to the Solomon Islands and New Guinea where crocodiles are very common.[24]
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 Climate




The climate is tropical, with about nine months of warm to hot rainy weather and the possibility of cyclones and three to four months of cooler, drier weather characterised by winds from the southeast.[15] The water temperature ranges from 22 °C (72 °F) in winter to 28 °C (82 °F) in the summer.[15] Cool between April and September, the days become hotter and more humid starting in October.[15] The daily temperature ranges from 20 to 32 °C (68 to 90 °F).[15] South easterly trade winds[image: External link] occur from May to October.[15]

Vanuatu has a long rainy season, with significant rainfall almost every month.[15] The wettest and hottest months are December through April, which also constitute the cyclone season.[15] The driest months are June through November.[15] Rainfall averages about 2,360 millimetres (93 in) per year but can be as high as 4,000 millimetres (160 in) in the northern islands.[18] In 2015, the United Nations University gave Vanuatu the highest natural disaster risk[image: External link] of all the countries it measured.[25]
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 Tropical cyclones




For more details on this topic, see Cyclone Pam § Effects in Vanuatu[image: External link].

In March 2015, Cyclone Pam[image: External link] impacted much of Vanuatu as a Category 5 severe tropical cyclone, causing extensive damage to all the islands and deaths. As of 17 March 2015 the United Nations said the official death toll was 11 (six from Efate[image: External link] and five from Tanna[image: External link]), and 30 were reported injured; these numbers are expected to rise as more remote islands are reached.[26][27]

Cyclone Pam is possibly the worst natural disaster[image: External link] in Vanuatu's history. Vanuatu lands minister, Ralph Regenvanu[image: External link] said, "This is the worst disaster to affect Vanuatu ever as far as we know."[28]
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 Earthquakes




Main article: List of earthquakes in Vanuatu[image: External link]


Vanuatu has relatively frequent earthquakes. Of the 58 M7 or greater events that occurred between 1909 and 2001, few were studied.
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Main article: Politics of Vanuatu[image: External link]


The Republic of Vanuatu is a parliamentary democracy[image: External link] with a written constitution[image: External link], which declares that the "head of the Republic shall be known as the President and shall symbolise the unity of the nation." The powers of the President of Vanuatu[image: External link], who is elected for a five-year term by a two-thirds majority of an electoral college, are primarily ceremonial.[29] The electoral college consists of members of Parliament and the presidents of Regional Councils. The President may be removed by the electoral college for gross misconduct or incapacity.

The Prime Minister[image: External link], who is the head of government, is elected by a majority vote of a three-quarters quorum[image: External link] of the Parliament. The Prime Minister, in turn, appoints the Council of Ministers, whose number may not exceed a quarter of the number of parliamentary representatives. The Prime Minister and the Council of Ministers constitute the executive government.

The Parliament of Vanuatu[image: External link] is unicameral[image: External link] and has 52 members,[30] who are elected by popular vote every four years unless earlier dissolved by a majority vote of a three-quarters quorum or by a directive from the President on the advice of the Prime Minister. The national Council of Chiefs, called the Malvatu Mauri[image: External link] and elected by district councils of chiefs, advises the government on all matters concerning ni-Vanuatu culture and language.

Besides national authorities and figures, Vanuatu also has high-placed people at the village level. Chiefs continue to be the leading figures at the village level. It has been reported that even politicians need to oblige them.[31] One becomes such a figure by holding a number of lavish feasts (each feast allowing them a higher ceremonial grade) or alternatively through inheritance (the latter only in Polynesian-influenced villages). In northern Vanuatu, feasts are graded through the nimangki-system.

Government and society in Vanuatu tend to divide along linguistic French and English lines. Forming coalition governments[image: External link], however, has proved problematic at times due to differences between English and French speakers. Francophone politicians like those of the Union of Moderate Parties[image: External link] tend to be conservative and support neo-liberal policies, as well as closer relations with France and the West. The anglophone Vanua'aku Pati[image: External link] identifies as socialist and anti-colonial.

The Supreme Court consists of a chief justice and up to three other judges. Two or more members of this court may constitute a Court of Appeal. Magistrate courts handle most routine legal matters. The legal system is based on British common law[image: External link] and French civil law[image: External link]. The constitution[image: External link] also provides for the establishment of village or island courts presided over by chiefs to deal with questions of customary law[image: External link].
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Main article: Foreign relations of Vanuatu[image: External link]


Vanuatu has joined the Asian Development Bank[image: External link], the World Bank[image: External link], the International Monetary Fund[image: External link], the Agence de Coopération Culturelle et Technique[image: External link], la Francophonie[image: External link] and the Commonwealth of Nations.

Since 1980, Australia, the United Kingdom, France and New Zealand have provided the bulk of Vanuatu's development aid. Direct aid from the UK to Vanuatu ceased in 2005 following the decision by the UK to no longer focus on the Pacific. However, more recently new donors such as the Millennium Challenge Account[image: External link] (MCA) and the People's Republic of China have been providing increased amounts of aid funding. In 2005 the MCA announced that Vanuatu was one of the first 15 countries in the world selected to receive support—an amount of US$65 million was given for the provision and upgrading of key pieces of public infrastructure[image: External link].

Vanuatu retains strong economic and cultural ties to Australia, the European Union[image: External link] (in particular France and UK) and New Zealand. Australia now provides the bulk of external assistance, including the police force, which has a paramilitary wing.[32]

There is no Vanuatu High Commission or other Vanuatu Government office in Britain, but the British Friends of Vanuatu,[33] based in London, provides support for Vanuatu visitors to the UK, and can often offer advice and contacts to persons seeking information about Vanuatu or wishing to visit, and welcomes new members (not necessarily resident in the UK) interested in Vanuatu. The association's Charitable Trust funds small scale assistance in the education and training sector.

Vanuatu is not a member of Interpol[image: External link], along with 11 other countries mainly in Oceania.
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Further information: Law enforcement in Vanuatu[image: External link]


There are two police wings: the Vanuatu Police Force[image: External link] (VPF) and the paramilitary wing, the Vanuatu Mobile Force[image: External link] (VMF).[34] Altogether there were 547 police officers organised into two main police commands: one in Port Vila and one in Luganville.[34] In addition to the two command stations there were four secondary police stations and eight police posts. This means that there are many islands with no police presence, and many parts of islands where getting to a police post can take several days.[35][36] There is no purely military expenditure.[37]
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Main article: Provinces of Vanuatu[image: External link]


Vanuatu has been divided into six provinces since 1994. The names in English of all provinces are derived from the initial letters of their constituent islands:


	
Malampa[image: External link] (Malakula, Ambrym, Paama)

	
Penama[image: External link] (Pentecost, Ambae, Maewo – in French: Pénama)

	
Sanma[image: External link] (Santo, Malo)

	
Shefa[image: External link] (Shepherds group, Efate – in French: Shéfa)

	
Tafea[image: External link] (Tanna, Aniwa, Futuna, Erromango, Aneityum – in French: Taféa)

	
Torba[image: External link] (Torres Islands, Banks Islands)



Provinces are autonomous units with their own popularly elected local parliaments known officially as provincial councils. They collect local taxes and make by-laws in local matters like tourism, the provincial budget or the provision of some basic services. They are headed by a chairman elected from among the members of the local parliaments and assisted by a secretary appointed by the Public Service Commission[image: External link].

Their executive arm consists of a provincial government headed by an executive officer who is appointed by the Prime Minister with the advice of the minister of local government. The provincial government is usually formed by the party that has the majority in the provincial council and, like the national government, is advised in Ni-Vanuatu culture and language by the local council of chiefs. The provincial president is constitutionally a member of the electoral college that elects the President of Vanuatu[image: External link].

The provinces are in turn divided into municipalities (usually consisting of an individual island) headed by a council and a mayor elected from among the members of the council.
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Main article: Economy of Vanuatu[image: External link]


The four mainstays of the economy are agriculture[image: External link], tourism[image: External link], offshore financial services[image: External link], and raising cattle[image: External link]. There is substantial fishing activity, although this industry does not bring in much foreign exchange. Exports include copra[image: External link], kava[image: External link], beef, cocoa and timber, and imports include machinery and equipment, foodstuffs and fuels. In contrast, mining activity is unsubstantial.

While manganese mining halted in 1978, there was an agreement in 2006 to export manganese already mined but not yet exported. The country has no known petroleum deposits. A small light-industry sector caters to the local market. Tax revenues come mainly from import duties and a 12.5% VAT[image: External link] on goods and services. Economic development is hindered by dependence on relatively few commodity exports, vulnerability[image: External link] to natural disasters[image: External link], and long distances between constituent islands and from main markets.

Agriculture is used for consumption as well as for export. It provides a living for 65% of the population. In particular, production of copra and kava create substantial revenue. Many farmers have been abandoning cultivation of food crops, and use earnings from kava cultivation to buy food.[31] Kava has also been used in ceremonial exchanges between clans and villages.[38] Cocoa is also grown for foreign exchange.[39]

In 2007, the number of households engaged in fishing was 15,758, mainly for consumption (99%), and the average number of weekly fishing trips was 3.[40] The tropical climate enables growing of a wide range of fruits and vegetables and spices, including banana, garlic, cabbage, peanuts, pineapples, sugarcane, taro, yams, watermelons, leaf spices, carrots, radishes, eggplants, vanilla (both green and cured), pepper, cucumber and many others.[41] In 2007, the value (in terms of millions of vatu[image: External link] – the official currency of Vanuatu), for agricultural products, was estimated for different products: kava (341 million vatu), copra (195), cattle (135), crop gardens (93), cocoa (59), forestry (56), fishing (24) and coffee (12).[42]

Tourism brings in much-needed foreign exchange. Vanuatu is widely recognised as one of the premier vacation destinations for scuba divers wishing to explore coral reefs of the South Pacific region.[43] A further significant attraction to scuba divers is the wreck of the US ocean liner and converted troop carrier President Coolidge[image: External link] on Espiritu Santo[image: External link] island. Sunk during World War II, it is one of the largest shipwrecks in the world that is accessible for recreational diving. Tourism increased 17% from 2007 to 2008 to reach 196,134 arrivals, according to one estimate.[44] The 2008 total is a sharp increase from 2000, in which there were only 57,000 visitors (of these, 37,000 were from Australia, 8,000 from New Zealand, 6,000 from New Caledonia, 3,000 from Europe, 1,000 from North America, 1,000 from Japan. (Note: figures rounded to the nearest thousand)).[45] Tourism has been promoted, in part, by Vanuatu being the site of several reality-TV shows. The ninth season of the reality TV series Survivor[image: External link] was filmed on Vanuatu, entitled Survivor: Vanuatu[image: External link]—Islands of Fire. Two years later, Australia's Celebrity Survivor[image: External link] was filmed at the same location used by the US version. In mid-2002, the government stepped up efforts to boost tourism.

Financial services[image: External link] are an important part of the economy. Vanuatu is a tax haven[image: External link] that until 2008 did not release account information to other governments or law-enforcement agencies. International pressure, mainly from Australia, influenced the Vanuatu government to begin adhering to international norms to improve transparency. In Vanuatu, there is no income tax[image: External link], withholding tax[image: External link], capital gains tax[image: External link], inheritance tax[image: External link], or exchange control. Many international ship-management companies choose to flag their ships under the Vanuatu flag, because of the tax benefits and favourable labour laws (Vanuatu is a full member of the International Maritime Organization[image: External link] and applies its international conventions). Vanuatu is recognised as a "flag of convenience[image: External link]" country.[46] Several file-sharing groups, such as the providers of the KaZaA[image: External link] network of Sharman Networks[image: External link] and the developers of WinMX[image: External link], have chosen to incorporate in Vanuatu to avoid regulation and legal challenges. In response to foreign concerns the government has promised to tighten regulation of its offshore financial centre[image: External link]. Vanuatu receives foreign aid[image: External link] mainly from Australia and New Zealand.

Raising cattle[image: External link] leads to beef production for export. One estimate in 2007 for the total value of cattle heads sold was 135 million vatu; cattle were first introduced into the area from Australia by British planter James Paddon.[47] On average, each household has 5 pigs and 16 chickens, and while cattle are the "most important livestock", pigs and chickens are important for subsistence agriculture as well as playing a significant role in ceremonies and customs (especially pigs).[48] There are 30 commercial farms (sole proprietorships (37%), partnerships (23%), corporations (17%)), with revenues of 533 million vatu and expenses of 329 million vatu in 2007.[49]

Earthquakes can negatively affect economic activity on the island nation. A severe earthquake in November 1999, followed by a tsunami[image: External link], caused extensive damage to the northern island of Pentecost[image: External link], leaving thousands homeless. Another powerful earthquake in January 2002 caused extensive damage in the capital, Port Vila, and surrounding areas, and was also followed by a tsunami[image: External link]. Another earthquake of 7.2 struck on 2 August 2007.[50]

The Vanuatu National Statistics Office (VNSO) released their 2007 agricultural census in 2008. According to the study, agricultural exports make up about three-quarters (73%) of all exports; 80% of the population lives in rural areas where "agriculture is the main source of their livelihood"; and of these households, almost all (99%) engaged in agriculture, fisheries and forestry.[51] Total annual household income was 1,803 million vatu[image: External link]. Of this income, agriculture grown for their own household use was valued at 683 million vatu, agriculture for sale at 561, gifts received at 38, handicrafts at 33 and fisheries (for sale) at 18.[51]

The largest expenditure by households was food (300 million vatu), followed by household appliances and other necessities (79 million vatu), transportation (59), education and services (56), housing (50), alcohol and tobacco (39), clothing and footwear (17).[52] Exports were valued at 3,038 million vatu, and included copra (485), kava (442), cocoa (221), beef (fresh and chilled) (180), timber (80) and fish (live fish, aquarium, shell, button) (28).[53] Total imports of 20,472 million vatu included industrial materials (4,261), food and drink (3,984), machinery (3,087), consumer goods (2,767), transport equipment (2,125), fuels and lubricants (187) and other imports (4,060).[54] There are substantial numbers of crop gardens – 97,888 in 2007 – many on flat land (62%), slightly hilly slope (31%), and even on steep slopes (7%); there were 33,570 households with at least one crop garden, and of these, 10,788 households sold some of these crops over a twelve-month period.[55]

The economy grew about 6% in the early 2000s.[56] This is higher than in the 1990s, when GDP rose less than 3%, on average.

One report from the Manila[image: External link]-based Asian Development Bank[image: External link] about Vanuatu's economy gave mixed reviews. It noted the economy was "expanding", noting that the economy grew at an impressive 5.9% rate from 2003 to 2007, and lauded "positive signals regarding reform initiatives from the government in some areas" but described certain binding constraints such as "poor infrastructure services". Since a private monopoly generates power, "electricity costs are among the highest in the Pacific" among developing countries. The report also cited "weak governance and intrusive interventions by the State" which reduced productivity.[56]

Vanuatu was ranked the 173rd safest investment destination in the world in the March 2011 Euromoney Country Risk rankings.[57] In 2015, Vanuatu was ranked the 84th most economically free country[image: External link] by The Heritage Foundation and The Wall Street Journal.[58]
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Further information: Telecommunications in Vanuatu[image: External link]


Mobile phone service in the islands is provided by TVL and Digicel[image: External link]. Internet access is provided by TVL, Telsat Broadband, Digicel[image: External link] and Wantok using a variety of connection technologies. A newly installed submarine optical fibre cable now connects Vanuatu to Fiji. A government broadband network has been constructed, to provide email, telephone, internet and video conferencing facilities to government offices throughout the country.[59] Vanuatu became the 185th member of the World Intellectual Property Organization[image: External link] (WIPO) in December 2011.[60]
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Main article: Demographics of Vanuatu[image: External link]


Vanuatu has a population of 243,304.[4] Males outnumber females; in 1999, according to the Vanuatu Statistics Office, there were 95,682 males and 90,996 females.[citation needed[image: External link]] The population is predominantly rural, but Port Vila[image: External link] and Luganville[image: External link] have populations in the tens of thousands.

The inhabitants of Vanuatu are called Ni-Vanuatu[image: External link] in English, using a recent coinage[image: External link]. The Ni-Vanuatu are primarily (98.5%) of Melanesian descent, with the remainder made up of a mix of Europeans, Asians and other Pacific islanders. Three islands were historically colonised by Polynesians[image: External link]. About 20,000 Ni-Vanuatu live and work in New Zealand and Australia. In 2006 the New Economics Foundation[image: External link] and Friends of the Earth[image: External link] environmentalist group published the Happy Planet Index[image: External link], which analysed data on levels of reported happiness[image: External link], life expectancy[image: External link] and Ecological Footprint[image: External link], and they estimated Vanuatu to be the most ecologically efficient country in the world in achieving high well-being.[61]
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Main article: Languages of Vanuatu[image: External link]


The national language of the Republic of Vanuatu is Bislama[image: External link]. The official languages[image: External link] are Bislama[image: External link], French and English. The principal languages of education are French and English. The use of English or French as the formal language is split along political lines.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Bislama is a pidgin[image: External link] language, and now a creole[image: External link] in urban areas. Essentially combining a typically Melanesian grammar with a mostly English vocabulary, Bislama is the only language that can be understood and spoken by the majority of the population, as a second language.

In addition, 113 indigenous languages[image: External link] are still actively spoken in Vanuatu.[62] The density of languages, per capita, is the highest of any nation in the world[63] with an average of only 2,000 speakers per language. All vernacular[image: External link] languages of Vanuatu (i.e., excluding Bislama) belong to the Oceanic[image: External link] branch of the Austronesian[image: External link] family.

In recent years, the use of Bislama as a first language has considerably encroached on indigenous languages, whose use in the population has receded from 73.1 to 63.2 percent between 1999 and 2009.[64]
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Main article: Religion in Vanuatu[image: External link]


Christianity is the predominant religion in Vanuatu[image: External link], consisting of several denominations. The Presbyterian Church in Vanuatu[image: External link], adhered to by about one-third of the population, is the largest of them. Roman Catholic[image: External link] and Anglican are other common denominations, each claiming about 15% of the population. The less singificant groups are the Seventh-day Adventist Church[image: External link], the Church of Christ[image: External link],[65] Neil Thomas Ministries[image: External link] (NTM), Jehovah's Witnesses[image: External link], and others. In 2007, Islam in Vanuatu[image: External link] was estimated to consist of about 200 converts.[66][67]

Because of the modern goods that the military in the Second World War brought with them when they came to the islands, several cargo cults[image: External link] developed. Many died out, but the John Frum[image: External link] cult on Tanna[image: External link] is still large, and has adherents in the parliament.[citation needed[image: External link]] Also on Tanna is the Prince Philip Movement[image: External link], which reveres the United Kingdom's Prince Philip[image: External link].[68] Villagers of the Yaohnanen[image: External link] tribe believed in an ancient story about the pale-skinned son of a mountain spirit venturing across the seas to look for a powerful woman to marry. Prince Philip, having visited the island with his new wife Queen Elizabeth[image: External link], fitted the description exactly and is therefore revered as a god around the isle of Tanna.[69][70]
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Vanuatu has a tropical climate and over 80% of the population lives in rural, isolated villages with access to their own gardens and food supplies[image: External link].

The geographically-isolated communities have minimal access to basic health and education services. Churches and non-government organisations provide a minimal level of support to many rural villages. Vanuatu government health and education services are hard pressed to deal with the rapid increase of urban and peri-urban populations in informal and squatter settlements around Port Vila[image: External link] and to a lesser extent in Luganville.[71] Health services in Port Vila and Luganville provide reasonable health care, often supported and enhanced by visiting doctors.[43]

Official statistics show infant mortality declined during the last half of the twentieth century, from 123 deaths per 1,000 population in 1967 to 25 per 1,000 in 1999.[72] There were 46.85 infant deaths per 1,000 live births in 2011.[73]
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Education is not compulsory, and school enrolments and attendance are among the lowest in the Pacific. A 1999 estimate for the literacy rate of people aged 15–24 years was about 87% and a 2006 estimate for adult literacy was 78%, although the actual figures are likely to be much lower. The rate of primary school enrolment rose from 74.5% in 1989 to 78.2% in 1999 and then to 93.0% in 2004 but then fell to 85.4% in 2007. The proportion of pupils completing a primary education[image: External link] fell from 90% in 1991 to 72% in 2004[71] and up to 78% in 2012.

Port Vila and three other centres have campuses of the University of the South Pacific[image: External link], an educational institution co-owned by twelve Pacific countries. The campus in Port Vila, known as the Emalus Campus, houses the University's law school.
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Main article: Culture of Vanuatu[image: External link]


Vanuatu culture retains a strong diversity through local regional variations and through foreign influence. Vanuatu may be divided into three major cultural regions. In the north, wealth is established by how much one can give away, through a grade-taking[image: External link] system. Pigs, particularly those with rounded tusks[image: External link], are considered a symbol of wealth throughout Vanuatu. In the centre, more traditional Melanesian cultural systems dominate. In the south, a system involving grants of title with associated privileges has developed.[62]

Young men undergo various coming-of-age ceremonies and rituals[74] to initiate them into manhood, usually including circumcision[image: External link].

Most villages have a nakamal[image: External link] or village clubhouse which serves as a meeting point for men and as a place to drink kava[image: External link]. Villages also have male- and female-only sections. These sections are situated all over the villages; in nakamals, special spaces are provided for females when they are in their menstruation period.

There are few prominent ni-Vanuatu authors. Women's rights[image: External link] activist Grace Mera Molisa[image: External link], who died in 2002, achieved international notability as a descriptive poet.
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Main article: Music of Vanuatu[image: External link]


The traditional music of Vanuatu[image: External link] is still thriving in the rural areas of Vanuatu. Musical instruments consist mostly of idiophones[image: External link]: drums of various shape and size, slit gongs[image: External link], stamping tubes[image: External link], as well as rattles[image: External link], among others. Another musical genre that has become widely popular during the 20th century in all areas of Vanuatu, is known as string band[image: External link] music. It combines guitars, ukulele[image: External link], and popular songs.

More recently the music of Vanuatu, as an industry, grew rapidly in the 1990s and several bands have forged a distinctive ni-Vanuatu identity. Popular genres of modern commercial music, which are currently being played in the urban areas include zouk[image: External link] music and reggaeton[image: External link]. Reggaeton, a variation of rap/hip-hop spoken in the Spanish language, played alongside its own distinctive beat, is especially played in the local nightclubs of Port Vila with, mostly, an audience of Westerners and tourists.
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Main article: Cuisine of Vanuatu[image: External link]


The cuisine of Vanuatu[image: External link] (aelan kakae) incorporates fish, root vegetables such as taro[image: External link] and yams[image: External link], fruits, and vegetables.[15] Most island families grow food in their gardens, and food shortages are rare.[15] Papayas[image: External link], pineapples[image: External link], mangoes[image: External link], plantains[image: External link], and sweet potatoes[image: External link] are abundant through much of the year.[15] Coconut milk[image: External link] and cream[image: External link] are used to flavour many dishes.[15] Most food is cooked using hot stones or through boiling and steaming; very little food is fried.[15]

The national dish of Vanuatu is the lap lap[image: External link].[75]
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Main article: Sport in Vanuatu[image: External link]
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	Outline of Vanuatu[image: External link]

	Index of Vanuatu-related articles[image: External link]

	Visa policy of Vanuatu[image: External link]

	Cyclone Pam[image: External link]
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New Zealand






This article is about the country within the Realm of New Zealand[image: External link]. For other uses, see New Zealand (disambiguation)[image: External link].

"NZ" redirects here. For other uses, see NZ (disambiguation)[image: External link].

New Zealand i[image: External link]/nju:'zi:lend /[image: External link] ( Māori[image: External link]: Aotearoa[image: External link] [aɔˈtɛaɾɔa][image: External link]) is an island nation[image: External link] in the southwestern Pacific Ocean[image: External link]. The country geographically comprises two main landmasses—the North Island[image: External link] (or Te Ika-a-Māui), and the South Island[image: External link] (or Te Waipounamu)—and around 600 smaller islands[image: External link]. New Zealand is situated some 1,500 kilometres (900 mi) east of Australia across the Tasman Sea and roughly 1,000 kilometres (600 mi) south of the Pacific island areas of New Caledonia, Fiji[image: External link], and Tonga. Because of its remoteness, it was one of the last lands to be settled by humans. During its long period of isolation, New Zealand developed a distinct biodiversity[image: External link] of animal, fungal and plant life. The country's varied topography and its sharp mountain peaks, such as the Southern Alps[image: External link], owe much to the tectonic uplift[image: External link] of land and volcanic eruptions. New Zealand's capital city[image: External link] is Wellington[image: External link], while its most populous city is Auckland[image: External link].

Sometime between 1250 and 1300 CE, Polynesians[image: External link] settled in the islands that later were named New Zealand and developed a distinctive Māori culture[image: External link]. In 1642, Dutch explorer Abel Tasman[image: External link] became the first European to sight New Zealand. In 1840, representatives of Britain and Māori chiefs signed the Treaty of Waitangi[image: External link], which declared British sovereignty over the islands. In 1841, New Zealand became a colony[image: External link] within the British Empire and in 1907 it became a Dominion[image: External link]. Today, the majority of New Zealand's population[image: External link] of 4.7 million is of European descent[image: External link]; the indigenous Māori are the largest minority, followed by Asians and Pacific Islanders. Reflecting this, New Zealand's culture[image: External link] is mainly derived from Māori and early British settlers, with recent broadening arising from increased immigration[image: External link]. The official languages are English[image: External link], Māori[image: External link] and New Zealand Sign Language[image: External link], with English predominant.

New Zealand is a developed country[image: External link] and ranks highly[image: External link] in international comparisons of national performance, such as health, education, economic freedom and quality of life. Since the 1980s, New Zealand has transformed from an agrarian[image: External link], regulated economy to a market economy[image: External link]. Nationally, legislative authority is vested in an elected, unicameral Parliament[image: External link], while executive political power is exercised by the Cabinet[image: External link], led by the Prime Minister[image: External link], who is currently Bill English[image: External link]. Queen Elizabeth II is the country's head of state[image: External link] and is represented by a governor-general[image: External link], currently Dame Patsy Reddy[image: External link]. In addition, New Zealand is organised into 11 regional councils[image: External link] and 67 territorial authorities[image: External link] for local government purposes. The Realm of New Zealand[image: External link] also includes Tokelau (a dependent territory); the Cook Islands[image: External link] and Niue (self-governing states in free association[image: External link] with New Zealand); and the Ross Dependency, which is New Zealand's territorial claim in Antarctica[image: External link]. New Zealand is a member of the United Nations[image: External link], Commonwealth of Nations, ANZUS, Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development[image: External link], Pacific Islands Forum[image: External link], and Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation.
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 Etymology




See also: New Zealand place names[image: External link]


Dutch explorer Abel Tasman sighted New Zealand in 1642 and called it Staten Landt, supposing it was connected to a landmass of the same name at the southern tip of South America.[12] In 1645, Dutch cartographers[image: External link] renamed the land Nova Zeelandia after the Dutch province[image: External link] of Zeeland[image: External link].[13][14] British explorer James Cook subsequently anglicised[image: External link] the name to New Zealand.[15][16]

Aotearoa[image: External link] (often translated as "land of the long white cloud")[17] is the current Māori name for New Zealand. It is unknown whether Māori had a name for the whole country before the arrival of Europeans, with Aotearoa originally referring to just the North Island[image: External link].[18] Māori had several traditional names for the two main islands, including Te Ika-a-Māui[image: External link] (the fish of Māui[image: External link]) for the North Island and Te Waipounamu[image: External link] (the waters of greenstone[image: External link]) or Te Waka o Aoraki (the canoe of Aoraki[image: External link]) for the South Island[image: External link].[19] Early European maps labelled the islands North (North Island), Middle (South Island) and South (Stewart Island / Rakiura[image: External link]).[20] In 1830, maps began to use North and South to distinguish the two largest islands and by 1907, this was the accepted norm.[16] The New Zealand Geographic Board[image: External link] discovered in 2009 that the names of the North Island and South Island had never been formalised, and names and alternative names were formalised in 2013. This set the names as North Island or Te Ika-a-Māui, and South Island or Te Waipounamu.[21] For each island, either its English or Māori name can be used, or both can be used together.[21]
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 History




Main article: History of New Zealand[image: External link]


New Zealand was one of the last major landmasses settled by humans. Radiocarbon dating[image: External link], evidence of deforestation[image: External link][23] and mitochondrial DNA[image: External link] variability within Māori[image: External link] populations[24] suggest New Zealand was first settled by Eastern Polynesians[image: External link] between 1250 and 1300,[19][25] concluding a long series of voyages through the southern Pacific islands.[26] Over the centuries that followed, these settlers developed a distinct culture now known as Māori. The population was divided into iwi[image: External link] (tribes) and hapū[image: External link] (subtribes) who would sometimes cooperate, sometimes compete and sometimes fight against each other.[27] At some point a group of Māori migrated to Rēkohu, now known as the Chatham Islands[image: External link], where they developed their distinct Moriori[image: External link] culture.[28][29] The Moriori population was all but wiped out between 1835 and 1862, largely because of Taranaki[image: External link] Māori[image: External link] invasion and enslavement in the 1830s, although European diseases also contributed. In 1862, only 101 survived and the last known full-blooded Moriori died in 1933.[30]

The first Europeans[image: External link] known to have reached New Zealand were Dutch explorer Abel Tasman and his crew in 1642.[31] In a hostile encounter, four crew members were killed and at least one Māori was hit by canister shot[image: External link].[32] Europeans did not revisit New Zealand until 1769 when British explorer James Cook mapped almost the entire coastline.[31] Following Cook, New Zealand was visited by numerous European and North American whaling[image: External link], sealing[image: External link] and trading ships. They traded European food, metal tools, weapons and other goods for timber, Māori food, artefacts and water.[33] The introduction of the potato and the musket[image: External link] transformed Māori agriculture and warfare. Potatoes provided a reliable food surplus, which enabled longer and more sustained military campaigns.[34] The resulting intertribal Musket Wars[image: External link] encompassed over 600 battles between 1801 and 1840, killing 30,000–40,000 Māori.[35] From the early 19th century, Christian missionaries[image: External link] began to settle New Zealand, eventually converting[image: External link] most of the Māori population.[36] The Māori population declined to around 40% of its pre-contact level during the 19th century; introduced diseases were the major factor.[37]

In 1788 Captain Arthur Phillip assumed the position of Governor[image: External link] of the new British colony of New South Wales[image: External link] which according to his commission included New Zealand.[38] The British Government appointed James Busby[image: External link] as British Resident to New Zealand in 1832 following a petition from northern Māori.[39] In 1835, following an announcement of impending French settlement by Charles de Thierry[image: External link], the nebulous United Tribes of New Zealand[image: External link] sent a Declaration of the Independence[image: External link] to King William IV of the United Kingdom[image: External link] asking for protection.[39] Ongoing unrest, the proposed settlement of New Zealand by the New Zealand Company[image: External link] (which had already sent its first ship of surveyors to buy land from Māori) and the dubious legal standing of the Declaration of Independence prompted the Colonial Office[image: External link] to send Captain William Hobson[image: External link] to claim sovereignty for the United Kingdom and negotiate a treaty with the Māori.[40] The Treaty of Waitangi[image: External link] was first signed in the Bay of Islands[image: External link] on 6 February 1840.[41] In response to the New Zealand Company's attempts to establish an independent settlement in Wellington[image: External link][42] and French settlers purchasing land in Akaroa[image: External link],[43] Hobson declared British sovereignty over all of New Zealand on 21 May 1840, even though copies of the Treaty were still circulating throughout the country for Māori to sign.[44] With the signing of the Treaty and declaration of sovereignty the number of immigrants, particularly from the United Kingdom, began to increase.[45]

New Zealand, still part of the colony of New South Wales, became a separate Colony of New Zealand[image: External link] on 1 July 1841.[46] The colony gained a representative government in 1852[image: External link] and the first Parliament[image: External link] met in 1854.[47] In 1856 the colony effectively became self-governing, gaining responsibility over all domestic matters other than native[image: External link] policy.[47] (Control over native policy was granted in the mid-1860s.)[47] Following concerns that the South Island might form a separate colony, premier Alfred Domett[image: External link] moved a resolution to transfer the capital[image: External link] from Auckland to a locality near the Cook Strait[image: External link].[48] Wellington was chosen for its central location, with Parliament officially sitting there for the first time in 1865.[49] As immigrant numbers increased, conflicts over land led to the New Zealand Wars[image: External link] of the 1860s and 1870s, resulting in the loss and confiscation of much Māori land.[50]

In 1891 the Liberal Party[image: External link], led by John Ballance[image: External link],[51] came to power as the first organised political party.[52] The Liberal Government[image: External link], later led by Richard Seddon[image: External link],[53] passed many important social and economic measures. In 1893 New Zealand was the first nation in the world to grant all women the right to vote[image: External link][52] and in 1894 pioneered the adoption of compulsory arbitration between employers and unions[image: External link].[54]

In 1907, at the request of the New Zealand Parliament, King Edward VII[image: External link] proclaimed New Zealand a Dominion[image: External link] within the British Empire, reflecting its self-governing status.[55] In 1947 the country adopted[image: External link] the Statute of Westminster, confirming that the British Parliament could no longer legislate for New Zealand without the consent of New Zealand.[47]

Early in the 20th century, New Zealand was involved in world affairs, fighting in the First[image: External link] and Second World Wars[image: External link][56] and suffering through the Great Depression[image: External link].[57] The depression led to the election of the First Labour Government[image: External link] and the establishment of a comprehensive welfare state[image: External link] and a protectionist[image: External link] economy.[58] New Zealand experienced increasing prosperity following the Second World War[59] and Māori began to leave their traditional rural life and move to the cities in search of work.[60] A Māori protest movement[image: External link] developed, which criticised Eurocentrism[image: External link] and worked for greater recognition of Māori culture[image: External link] and of the Treaty of Waitangi.[61] In 1975, a Waitangi Tribunal[image: External link] was set up to investigate alleged breaches of the Treaty, and it was enabled to investigate historic grievances in 1985.[41] The government has negotiated settlements of these grievances[image: External link] with many iwi,[62] although Māori claims to the foreshore and seabed[image: External link] have proved controversial in the 2000s.[63][64]
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 Government and politics




Main articles: Government of New Zealand[image: External link] and Politics of New Zealand[image: External link]








Elizabeth II, Queen of New Zealand since 1952
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New Zealand is a constitutional monarchy with a parliamentary democracy[image: External link],[65] although its constitution[image: External link] is not codified[image: External link].[66] Elizabeth II is the Queen of New Zealand[image: External link] and the head of state[image: External link].[67] The Queen is represented by the Governor-General[image: External link], whom she appoints on the advice[image: External link] of the Prime Minister[image: External link].[68][69] The Governor-General can exercise the Crown's prerogative powers[image: External link], such as reviewing cases of injustice and making appointments of ministers[image: External link], ambassadors and other key public officials,[70] and in rare situations, the reserve powers (e.g. the power to dissolve Parliament or refuse the Royal Assent[image: External link] of a bill[image: External link] into law).[71] The powers of the Queen and the Governor-General are limited by constitutional constraints and they cannot normally be exercised without the advice of ministers.[71]

The New Zealand Parliament[image: External link] holds legislative power[image: External link] and consists of the Queen and the House of Representatives[image: External link].[72] It also included an upper house, the Legislative Council[image: External link], until this was abolished in 1950.[72] The supremacy of Parliament[image: External link], over the Crown and other government institutions, was established in England by the Bill of Rights 1689[image: External link] and has been ratified as law in New Zealand.[72] The House of Representatives is democratically elected and a government is formed from the party or coalition[image: External link] with the majority of seats. If no majority is formed, a minority government[image: External link] can be formed if support from other parties during confidence and supply[image: External link] votes is assured.[72] The Governor-General appoints ministers under advice from the Prime Minister, who is by convention[image: External link] the parliamentary leader[image: External link] of the governing party or coalition.[73] Cabinet[image: External link], formed by ministers and led by the Prime Minister, is the highest policy-making body in government and responsible for deciding significant government actions.[74] Members of Cabinet make major decisions collectively, and are therefore collectively responsible[image: External link] for the consequences of these decisions.[75]

A parliamentary general election[image: External link] must be called no later than three years after the previous election.[76] Almost all general elections between 1853[image: External link] and 1993[image: External link] were held under the first-past-the-post voting[image: External link] system.[77] Since the 1996 election[image: External link], a form of proportional representation called Mixed Member Proportional[image: External link] (MMP) has been used.[66] Under the MMP system, each person has two votes; one is for electorate[image: External link] seats (including some reserved for Māori[image: External link]),[78] and the other is for a party. Since the 2014 election[image: External link], there have been 71 electorates (which includes 7 Māori electorates), and the remaining 49 seats are assigned so that representation in parliament reflects the party vote, although a party has to win one electorate or 5% of the total party vote before it is eligible for these seats.[79]

Elections since the 1930s have been dominated by two political parties, National[image: External link] and Labour[image: External link].[77] Between March 2005 and August 2006, New Zealand became the only country in the world in which all the highest offices in the land—Head of State, Governor-General, Prime Minister, Speaker[image: External link] and Chief Justice[image: External link]—were occupied simultaneously by women.[80] The current Prime Minister is Bill English[image: External link], since December 2016. His National Government[image: External link] won a third term in office following the 2014 election.[81]

New Zealand's judiciary[image: External link], headed by the Chief Justice,[82] includes the Supreme Court[image: External link], Court of Appeal[image: External link], the High Court[image: External link], and subordinate courts.[66] Judges and judicial officers are appointed non-politically and under strict rules regarding tenure to help maintain judicial independence[image: External link].[66] This theoretically allows the judiciary to interpret the law based solely on the legislation enacted by Parliament without other influences on their decisions.[83]

New Zealand is identified as one of the world's most stable and well-governed states,[84][85] with high government transparency and among the lowest perceived levels of corruption.[86] The country rates highly for civic participation in the political process, with 77% voter turnout[image: External link] during the most recent elections, compared to an OECD average of 68%.[87]

See also: International rankings of New Zealand[image: External link]
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Main articles: Foreign relations of New Zealand[image: External link] and Military history of New Zealand[image: External link]


Early colonial New Zealand allowed the British Government to determine external trade and be responsible for foreign policy.[88] The 1923 and 1926 Imperial Conferences[image: External link] decided that New Zealand should be allowed to negotiate its own political treaties[image: External link] and the first commercial treaty was ratified in 1928 with Japan. On 3 September 1939 New Zealand allied itself with Britain and declared war[image: External link] on Germany with Prime Minister Michael Savage[image: External link] proclaiming, "Where she goes, we go; where she stands, we stand."[89]

In 1951 the United Kingdom became increasingly focused on its European interests,[90] while New Zealand joined Australia[image: External link] and the United States[image: External link] in the ANZUS security treaty.[91] The influence of the United States on New Zealand weakened following protests over the Vietnam War[image: External link],[92] the refusal of the United States to admonish France after the sinking of the Rainbow Warrior[image: External link],[93] disagreements over environmental and agricultural trade issues and New Zealand's nuclear-free policy[image: External link].[94][95] Despite the United States' suspension of ANZUS obligations the treaty remained in effect between New Zealand and Australia, whose foreign policy has followed a similar historical trend.[96] Close political contact is maintained between the two countries, with free trade agreements and travel arrangements[image: External link] that allow citizens to visit, live and work in both countries without restrictions.[97] In 2013 there were about 650,000 New Zealand citizens living in Australia, which is equivalent to 15% of the population of New Zealand.[98]

New Zealand has a strong presence among the Pacific Island[image: External link] countries. A large proportion of New Zealand's aid goes to these countries and many Pacific people migrate to New Zealand for employment.[99] Permanent migration is regulated under the 1970 Samoan Quota Scheme and the 2002 Pacific Access Category, which allow up to 1,100 Samoan nationals and up to 750 other Pacific Islanders respectively to become permanent New Zealand residents each year. A seasonal workers scheme for temporary migration was introduced in 2007 and in 2009 about 8,000 Pacific Islanders were employed under it.[100] New Zealand is involved in the Pacific Islands Forum[image: External link], Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation and the Association of Southeast Asian Nations[image: External link] Regional Forum (including the East Asia Summit[image: External link]).[97] New Zealand is a member of the United Nations[image: External link],[101] the Commonwealth of Nations[102] and the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development[image: External link] (OECD),[103] and participates in the Five Power Defence Arrangements.[104]

The New Zealand Defence Force[image: External link] consists of three services: the New Zealand Army[image: External link]; the Royal New Zealand Air Force[image: External link]; and the Royal New Zealand Navy[image: External link].[105] New Zealand's national defence[image: External link] needs are modest because of the unlikelihood of direct attack,[106] although it does have a global presence. The country fought in both world wars, with notable campaigns in Gallipoli, Crete[image: External link],[107] El Alamein[image: External link][108] and Cassino[image: External link].[109] The Gallipoli campaign played an important part in fostering New Zealand's national identity[image: External link][110][111] and strengthened the ANZAC tradition it shares with Australia.[112]

In addition to Vietnam and the two world wars, New Zealand fought in the Second Boer War[image: External link],[113] the Korean War[image: External link],[114] the Malayan Emergency[image: External link],[115] the Gulf War[image: External link] and the Afghanistan War[image: External link]. It has contributed forces to several regional and global peacekeeping missions, such as those in Cyprus[image: External link], Somalia[image: External link], Bosnia and Herzegovina[image: External link], the Sinai[image: External link], Angola[image: External link], Cambodia[image: External link], the Iran–Iraq[image: External link] border, Bougainville[image: External link], East Timor[image: External link], and the Solomon Islands[image: External link].[116]

New Zealand ranks eighth in the Center for Global Development's 2015 Commitment to Development Index, which ranks the world's most developed countries on their dedication to policies that benefit poorer nations.[117] New Zealand is considered the fourth most peaceful country in the world according to the 2016 Global Peace Index[image: External link].[118]
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 Local government and external territories




Main articles: Local government in New Zealand[image: External link] and Realm of New Zealand[image: External link]


The early European settlers divided New Zealand into provinces[image: External link], which had a degree of autonomy.[119] Because of financial pressures and the desire to consolidate railways, education, land sales and other policies, government was centralised and the provinces were abolished in 1876.[120] The provinces are remembered in regional public holidays[image: External link][121] and sporting rivalries.[122]

Since 1876, various councils have administered local areas under legislation determined by the central government.[119][123] In 1989, the government reorganised local government into the current two-tier structure of regional councils[image: External link] and territorial authorities[image: External link].[124] The 249 municipalities[image: External link][124] that existed in 1975 have now been consolidated into 67 territorial authorities and 11 regional councils.[125] The regional councils' role is to regulate "the natural environment with particular emphasis on resource management[image: External link]",[124] while territorial authorities are responsible for sewage, water, local roads, building consents and other local matters.[126][127] Five of the territorial councils are unitary authorities[image: External link] and also act as regional councils.[127] The territorial authorities consist of 13 city councils, 53 district councils, and the Chatham Islands[image: External link] Council. While officially the Chatham Islands Council is not a unitary authority, it undertakes many functions of a regional council.[128]

New Zealand is one of 16 realms[image: External link] within the Commonwealth.[129][65] The Realm of New Zealand is the entire area over which the Queen of New Zealand is sovereign, and comprises New Zealand, Tokelau, the Ross Dependency, the Cook Islands[image: External link] and Niue.[65] The Cook Islands and Niue are self-governing states in free association[image: External link] with New Zealand.[130][131] The New Zealand Parliament cannot pass legislation for these countries, but with their consent can act on behalf of them in foreign affairs and defence. Tokelau is a non-self-governing territory[image: External link], but is administered by a council of three elders (one from each Tokelauan atoll[image: External link]).[132] The Ross Dependency is New Zealand's territorial claim in Antarctica[image: External link], where it operates the Scott Base[image: External link] research facility.[133] New Zealand nationality law[image: External link] treats all parts of the realm equally, so most people born in New Zealand, the Cook Islands, Niue, Tokelau and the Ross Dependency are New Zealand citizens.[134][n 7]
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Main article: Environment of New Zealand[image: External link]
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 Geography




Main article: Geography of New Zealand[image: External link]


See also: Atlas of New Zealand[image: External link] at Wikimedia Commons[image: External link]


New Zealand is located near the centre of the water hemisphere[image: External link] and is made up of two main islands and a number of smaller islands[image: External link]. The two main islands (the North Island[image: External link], or Te Ika-a-Māui, and the South Island[image: External link], or Te Waipounamu) are separated by Cook Strait[image: External link], 22 kilometres (14 mi) wide at its narrowest point.[136] Besides the North and South Islands, the five largest inhabited islands are Stewart Island, Chatham Island[image: External link], Great Barrier Island[image: External link] (in the Hauraki Gulf[image: External link]),[137] d'Urville Island[image: External link] (in the Marlborough Sounds[image: External link])[138] and Waiheke Island[image: External link] (about 22 km (14 mi) from central Auckland).[139]

New Zealand is long and narrow (over 1,600 kilometres (990 mi) along its north-north-east axis with a maximum width of 400 kilometres (250 mi)),[140] with about 15,000 km (9,300 mi) of coastline[141] and a total land area of 268,000 square kilometres (103,500 sq mi).[142] Because of its far-flung outlying islands and long coastline, the country has extensive marine resources. Its exclusive economic zone[image: External link] is one of the largest in the world, covering more than 15 times its land area.[143]

The South Island is the largest landmass of New Zealand and is the 12th largest island in the world. It is divided along its length by the Southern Alps[image: External link].[144] There are 18 peaks over 3,000 metres (9,800 ft), the highest of which is Aoraki / Mount Cook[image: External link] at 3,754 metres (12,316 ft).[145] Fiordland[image: External link]'s steep mountains and deep fiords[image: External link] record the extensive ice age glaciation of this south-western corner of the South Island.[146] The North Island is the 14th largest island in the world and is less mountainous but is marked by volcanism[image: External link].[147] The highly active Taupo Volcanic Zone[image: External link] has formed a large volcanic plateau[image: External link], punctuated by the North Island's highest mountain, Mount Ruapehu[image: External link] (2,797 metres (9,177 ft)). The plateau also hosts the country's largest lake, Lake Taupo[image: External link],[148] nestled in the caldera[image: External link] of one of the world's most active supervolcanoes[image: External link].[149]

The country owes its varied topography, and perhaps even its emergence above the waves, to the dynamic boundary it straddles between the Pacific[image: External link] and Indo-Australian Plates.[150] New Zealand is part of Zealandia[image: External link], a microcontinent[image: External link] nearly half the size of Australia that gradually submerged after breaking away from the Gondwanan[image: External link] supercontinent.[151] About 25 million years ago, a shift in plate tectonic[image: External link] movements began to contort and crumple[image: External link] the region. This is now most evident in the Southern Alps, formed by compression of the crust[image: External link] beside the Alpine Fault[image: External link]. Elsewhere the plate boundary involves the subduction[image: External link] of one plate under the other, producing the Puysegur Trench[image: External link] to the south, the Hikurangi Trench[image: External link] east of the North Island, and the Kermadec[image: External link] and Tonga Trenches[image: External link][152] further north.[150]

New Zealand is part of Australasia[image: External link], and also forms the south-western extremity of Polynesia[image: External link].[153] The term Oceania is often used to denote the region encompassing the Australian continent, New Zealand and various islands in the Pacific Ocean that are not included in the seven-continent[image: External link] model.[154]
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 Climate




Main article: Climate of New Zealand[image: External link]


New Zealand's climate is predominantly temperate maritime (Köppen: Cfb) with mean annual temperatures ranging from 10 °C (50 °F) in the south to 16 °C (61 °F) in the north.[155] Historical maxima and minima[image: External link] are 42.4 °C (108.32 °F) in Rangiora[image: External link], Canterbury[image: External link] and −25.6 °C (−14.08 °F) in Ranfurly[image: External link], Otago[image: External link].[156] Conditions vary sharply across regions from extremely wet on the West Coast[image: External link] of the South Island to almost semi-arid in Central Otago[image: External link] and the Mackenzie Basin[image: External link] of inland Canterbury and subtropical[image: External link] in Northland[image: External link].[157] Of the seven largest cities, Christchurch[image: External link] is the driest, receiving on average only 640 millimetres (25 in) of rain per year and Wellington the wettest, receiving almost twice that amount.[158] Auckland, Wellington and Christchurch all receive a yearly average of more than 2,000 hours of sunshine. The southern and south-western parts of the South Island have a cooler and cloudier climate, with around 1,400–1,600 hours; the northern and north-eastern parts of the South Island are the sunniest areas of the country and receive about 2,400–2,500 hours.[159] The general snow season is early June until early October, though cold snaps[image: External link] can occur outside this season.[160] Snowfall is common in the eastern and southern parts of the South Island and mountain areas across the country.[155]

The table below lists climate normals for the warmest and coldest month in New Zealand's six largest cities. The North Island cities are generally slightly warmer in February, but the South Island cities are warmest in January.



	Average daily maximum and minimum temperatures for the six largest cities of New Zealand



	Location
	Jan/Feb (°C)
	Jan/Feb (°F)
	July (°C)
	July (°F)



	Auckland[image: External link]
	23/16
	74/60
	14/7
	58/45



	Wellington[image: External link]
	20/13
	68/56
	11/6
	52/42



	Christchurch[image: External link]
	22/12
	72/53
	10/0
	51/33



	Hamilton[image: External link]
	24/13
	75/56
	14/4
	57/39



	Tauranga[image: External link]
	24/15
	75/59
	14/6
	58/42



	Dunedin[image: External link]
	19/11
	66/53
	10/3
	50/37
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Main article: Biodiversity of New Zealand[image: External link]


New Zealand's geographic isolation[image: External link] for 80 million years[162] and island biogeography[image: External link] has influenced evolution of the country's species of animals[image: External link], fungi[image: External link] and plants[image: External link]. Physical isolation has not caused biological isolation, and this has resulted in a dynamic evolutionary ecology with examples of very distinctive plants and animals as well as populations of widespread species.[163][164] About 82% of New Zealand's indigenous vascular plants[image: External link] are endemic, covering 1,944 species across 65 genera[image: External link] and includes a single endemic family[image: External link].[165][166] The number of fungi recorded from New Zealand, including lichen-forming species, is not known, nor is the proportion of those fungi which are endemic, but one estimate suggests there are about 2,300 species of lichen-forming fungi in New Zealand[165] and 40% of these are endemic.[167] The two main types of forest are those dominated by broadleaf trees with emergent podocarps[image: External link], or by southern beech[image: External link] in cooler climates.[168] The remaining vegetation types consist of grasslands, the majority of which are tussock[image: External link].[169]

Before the arrival of humans, an estimated 80% of the land was covered in forest, with only high alpine[image: External link], wet, infertile and volcanic areas without trees.[170] Massive deforestation[image: External link] occurred after humans arrived, with around half the forest cover lost to fire after Polynesian settlement.[171] Much of the remaining forest fell after European settlement, being logged or cleared to make room for pastoral farming, leaving forest occupying only 23% of the land.[172]

The forests were dominated by birds[image: External link], and the lack of mammalian predators led to some like the kiwi[image: External link], kakapo[image: External link], weka[image: External link] and takahē[image: External link] evolving flightlessness[image: External link].[173] The arrival of humans, associated changes to habitat, and the introduction of rats[image: External link], ferrets and other mammals led to the extinction[image: External link] of many bird species, including large birds[image: External link] like the moa[image: External link] and Haast's eagle[image: External link].[174][175]

Other indigenous animals are represented by reptiles ( tuataras[image: External link], skinks[image: External link] and geckos[image: External link]),[176] frogs[image: External link], spiders ( katipo[image: External link]), insects ( weta[image: External link]) and snails.[177][178] Some, such as the wrens[image: External link] and tuatara, are so unique that they have been called living fossils[image: External link]. Three species of bats ( one[image: External link] since extinct) were the only sign of native land mammals in New Zealand until the 2006 discovery of bones from a unique, mouse-sized land mammal[image: External link] at least 16 million years old.[179][180] Marine mammals however are abundant, with almost half the world's cetaceans[image: External link] (whales, dolphins, and porpoises[image: External link]) and large numbers of fur seals[image: External link] reported in New Zealand waters.[181] Many seabirds breed in New Zealand, a third of them unique to the country.[182] More penguin[image: External link] species are found in New Zealand than in any other country.[183]

Since human arrival, almost half of the country's vertebrate species have become extinct, including at least fifty-one birds, three frogs, three lizards, one freshwater fish, and one bat. Others are endangered or have had their range severely reduced.[174] However, New Zealand conservationists have pioneered several methods to help threatened wildlife recover, including island sanctuaries, pest control, wildlife translocation, fostering, and ecological restoration of islands[image: External link] and other selected areas[image: External link].[184][185][186][187]
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Main article: Economy of New Zealand[image: External link]


See also: List of companies of New Zealand[image: External link]


New Zealand has a high-income economy[image: External link] with a nominal[image: External link] gross domestic product (GDP) per capita of US$[image: External link]36,254.[8] The currency is the New Zealand dollar[image: External link], informally known as the "Kiwi dollar"; it also circulates in the Cook Islands (see Cook Islands dollar[image: External link]), Niue, Tokelau, and the Pitcairn Islands.[188] New Zealand was ranked ninth in the 2015 Human Development Index[image: External link][10] and third in the 2016 Index of Economic Freedom[image: External link].[189]

Historically, extractive industries have contributed strongly to New Zealand's economy, focussing at different times on sealing, whaling, flax[image: External link], gold, kauri gum[image: External link], and native timber.[190] With the development of refrigerated shipping[image: External link] in the 1880s meat and dairy products were exported to Britain, a trade which provided the basis for strong economic growth in New Zealand.[191] High demand for agricultural products from the United Kingdom and the United States helped New Zealanders achieve higher living standards than both Australia and Western Europe in the 1950s and 1960s.[192] In 1973, New Zealand's export market was reduced when the United Kingdom joined the European Community[193] and other compounding factors, such as the 1973 oil[image: External link] and 1979 energy crisis[image: External link], led to a severe economic depression[image: External link].[194] Living standards in New Zealand fell behind those of Australia and Western Europe, and by 1982 New Zealand had the lowest per-capita income of all the developed nations surveyed by the World Bank[image: External link].[195] In the mid-1980s New Zealand deregulated its agricultural sector[image: External link] by phasing out subsidies[image: External link] over a three-year period.[196][197] Since 1984, successive governments engaged in major macroeconomic[image: External link] restructuring (known first as Rogernomics[image: External link] and then Ruthanasia[image: External link]), rapidly transforming New Zealand from a highly protectionist[image: External link] economy to a liberalised free trade economy.[198][199]

Unemployment peaked above 10% in 1991 and 1992,[201] following the 1987 share market crash[image: External link], but eventually fell to a record low (since 1986)[202] of 3.4% in 2007 (ranking fifth from twenty-seven comparable OECD nations).[203] However, the global financial crisis[image: External link] that followed had a major impact on New Zealand, with the GDP shrinking for five consecutive quarters, the longest recession in over thirty years,[204][205] and unemployment rising back to 7% in late 2009.[206] At May 2012, the general unemployment rate was around 6.7%, while the unemployment rate for youth aged 15 to 21 was 13.6%.[207] In the September 2014 quarter, unemployment was 5.4%.[208] New Zealand has experienced a series of "brain drains[image: External link]" since the 1970s[209] that still continue today.[210] Nearly one quarter of highly skilled workers live overseas, mostly in Australia and Britain, which is the largest proportion from any developed nation.[211] In recent years, however, a "brain gain[image: External link]" has brought in educated professionals from Europe and less developed countries.[212][213]
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New Zealand is heavily dependent on international trade,[214] particularly in agricultural products.[215] Exports account for 24% of its output,[141] making New Zealand vulnerable to international commodity prices and global economic slowdowns[image: External link]. Food products made up 55% of the value of all the country's exports in 2014; wood was the second largest earner (7%).[216] Its major export partners are Australia, United States, Japan, China, and the United Kingdom.[141] On 7 April 2008, New Zealand and China signed the New Zealand–China Free Trade Agreement[image: External link], the first such agreement China has signed with a developed country.[217][218] The service sector is the largest sector in the economy, followed by manufacturing and construction and then farming and raw material extraction.[141] Tourism[image: External link] plays a significant role in the economy, contributing $12.9 billion (or 5.6%) to New Zealand's total GDP and supporting 7.5% of the total workforce in 2016.[219] International visitor arrivals are expected to increase at a rate of 5.4% annually up to 2022.[219]

Wool was New Zealand's major agricultural export during the late 19th century.[190] Even as late as the 1960s it made up over a third of all export revenues,[190] but since then its price has steadily dropped relative to other commodities[220] and wool is no longer profitable for many farmers.[221] In contrast dairy farming[image: External link] increased, with the number of dairy cows doubling between 1990 and 2007,[222] to become New Zealand's largest export earner.[223] In the year to June 2009, dairy products accounted for 21% ($9.1 billion) of total merchandise exports,[224] and the country's largest company, Fonterra[image: External link], controls almost one-third of the international dairy trade.[225] Other agricultural exports in 2009 were meat 13.2%, wool 6.3%, fruit 3.5% and fishing 3.3%. New Zealand's wine[image: External link] industry has followed a similar trend to dairy, the number of vineyards doubling over the same period,[226] overtaking wool exports for the first time in 2007.[227][228]
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In 2015, renewable energy[image: External link], primarily geothermal[image: External link] and hydroelectric power[image: External link], generated 40.1% of New Zealand's gross energy[image: External link] supply.[229] Geothermal power alone accounted for 22% of New Zealand's energy in 2015.[229]

The provision of water supply and sanitation[image: External link] is generally of good quality. Regional authorities provide water abstraction, treatment and distribution infrastructure to most developed areas.[230][231]

New Zealand's transport[image: External link] network comprises 94,000 kilometres (58,410 mi) of roads, including 199 kilometres (124 mi) of motorways,[232] and 4,128 kilometres (2,565 mi) of railway lines.[141] Most major cities and towns are linked by bus services, although the private car is the predominant mode of transport.[233] The railways[image: External link] were privatised in 1993, but were re-nationalised by the government in stages between 2004 and 2008. The state-owned enterprise KiwiRail[image: External link] now operates the railways, with the exception of Auckland and Wellington commuter services which are operated by Transdev[image: External link][234] and Metlink[image: External link].[235] Railways run the length of the country, although most lines now carry freight rather than passengers.[236] Most international visitors arrive via air[237] and New Zealand has six international airports[image: External link], but currently only the Auckland[image: External link] and Christchurch airports[image: External link] connect directly with countries other than Australia or Fiji.[238]

The New Zealand Post Office[image: External link] had a monopoly over telecommunications until 1987 when Telecom New Zealand[image: External link] was formed, initially as a state-owned enterprise and then privatised in 1990.[239] Chorus[image: External link], which was split from Telecom in 2011, still owns the majority of the telecommunications infrastructure, but competition from other providers has increased. As of 2016, the United Nations International Telecommunication Union[image: External link] ranks New Zealand 13th in the development of information and communications infrastructure.[240]
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Main article: Demographics of New Zealand[image: External link]


As of June 2016, the population of New Zealand is estimated at 4.69 million and is increasing at a rate of approximately 2.1% per year.[241] New Zealand is a predominantly urban country, with 73.0% of the population living in the seventeen main urban areas (i.e. population 30,000 or greater) and 53.7% living in the four largest cities of Auckland[image: External link], Christchurch[image: External link], Wellington[image: External link], and Hamilton[image: External link].[242] New Zealand cities generally rank highly on international livability measures. For instance, in 2016 Auckland was ranked the world's third most liveable city and Wellington the twelfth by the Mercer Quality of Living Survey[image: External link].[243]

Life expectancy for New Zealanders in 2012 was 84 years for females, and 80.2 years for males.[244] Life expectancy at birth is forecast to increase from 80 years to 85 years in 2050 and infant mortality is expected to decline.[245] New Zealand's fertility rate[image: External link] of 2.1 is relatively high for a developed country, and natural births account for a significant proportion of population growth[image: External link]. Consequently, the country has a young population compared to most industrialised nations, with 20% of New Zealanders being 14 years old or younger.[141] By 2050 the population is forecast to reach 5.3 million, the median age to rise from 36 years to 43 years and the percentage of people 60 years of age and older to rise from 18% to 29%.[245] In 2008, the leading cause of premature death was cancer[image: External link], at 29.8%, followed by ischaemic heart disease[image: External link], 19.7%, and then cerebrovascular disease[image: External link], 9.2%.[246]
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 Ethnicity and immigration




Main articles: New Zealanders[image: External link] and Immigration to New Zealand[image: External link]


In the 2013 census, 74.0% of New Zealand residents identified ethnically as European, and 14.9% as Māori. Other major ethnic groups include Asian[image: External link] (11.8%) and Pacific peoples (7.4%), of which two-thirds live in the Auckland Region[image: External link].[5][n 8] The population has become more diverse in recent decades: in 1961, the census reported that the population of New Zealand was 92% European and 7% Māori, with Asian and Pacific minorities sharing the remaining 1%.[248]

While the demonym for a New Zealand citizen is New Zealander, the informal " Kiwi[image: External link]" is commonly used both internationally[249] and by locals.[250] The Māori loanword Pākehā[image: External link] has been used to refer to New Zealanders of European descent[image: External link], although others reject this appellation.[251][252] The word Pākehā today is increasingly used to refer to all non-Polynesian New Zealanders.[253]

The Māori were the first people to reach New Zealand, followed by the early European settlers. Following colonisation, immigrants were predominantly from Britain, Ireland and Australia because of restrictive policies similar to the White Australia policy.[254] There was also significant Dutch, Dalmatian[image: External link],[255] German, and Italian immigration, together with indirect European immigration through Australia, North America, South America and South Africa.[256][257] Net migration increased after the Second World War; in the 1970s and 1980s policies were relaxed and immigration from Asia was promoted.[257][258] In 2009–10, an annual target of 45,000–50,000 permanent residence approvals was set by the New Zealand Immigration Service—more than one new migrant for every 100 New Zealand residents.[259] Just over 25% of New Zealand's population was born overseas, with the majority (52%) living in the Auckland Region. The United Kingdom remains the largest source of New Zealand's overseas population, with a quarter of all overseas-born New Zealanders born there; other major sources of New Zealand's overseas-born population are China, India, Australia, South Africa, Fiji and Samoa.[260] The number of fee-paying international students[image: External link] increased sharply in the late 1990s, with more than 20,000 studying in public tertiary institutions[image: External link] in 2002.[261]
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Main article: Languages of New Zealand[image: External link]


English is the predominant language in New Zealand, spoken by 96.1% of the population.[4] New Zealand English[image: External link] is similar to Australian English and many speakers from the Northern Hemisphere are unable to tell the accents[image: External link] apart.[263] The most prominent differences between the New Zealand English dialect and other English dialects are the shifts in the short front vowels: the short-"i" sound (as in "kit") has centralised towards the schwa[image: External link] sound (the "a" in "comma" and "about"); the short-"e" sound (as in "dress") has moved towards the short-"i" sound; and the short-"a" sound (as in "trap") has moved to the short-"e" sound.[264]

After the Second World War, Māori were discouraged from speaking their own language (te reo Māori[image: External link]) in schools and workplaces and it existed as a community language only in a few remote areas.[265] It has recently undergone a process of revitalisation,[266] being declared one of New Zealand's official languages in 1987,[267] and is spoken by 3.7% of the population.[4][n 9] There are now Māori language immersion schools and two television channels that broadcast predominantly in Māori.[269] Many places[image: External link] have both their Māori and English names officially recognised.

As recorded in the 2013 census, Samoan[image: External link] is the most widely spoken non-official language (2.2%),[n 10] followed by Hindi (1.7%), "Northern Chinese" (including Mandarin, 1.3%) and French (1.2%).[4] About 20,000 people use New Zealand Sign Language[image: External link].[270] It was declared one of New Zealand's official languages in 2006.[271]
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Main article: Religion in New Zealand[image: External link]


Christianity[image: External link] is the predominant religion in New Zealand, although its society is among the most secular[image: External link] in the world.[272] In the 2013 census, 55.0% of the population identified with one or more religions, including 49.0% identifying as Christians. Another 41.9% indicated that they had no religion.[n 11][273] The main Christian denominations are, by number of adherents, Roman Catholicism[image: External link] (12.6%), Anglicanism[image: External link] (11.8%), Presbyterianism[image: External link] (8.5%) and "Christian not further defined" (i.e. people identifying as Christian but not stating the denomination, 5.5%).[273] The Māori-based Ringatū[image: External link] and Rātana[image: External link] religions (1.4%) are also Christian in origin.[274][275] Immigration and demographic change in recent decades has contributed to the growth of minority religions,[276] such as Hinduism[image: External link] (2.1%), Buddhism[image: External link] (1.5%), Islam[image: External link] (1.2%) and Sikhism[image: External link] (0.5%).[274] The Auckland Region exhibited the greatest religious diversity.[274]
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Main articles: Education in New Zealand[image: External link] and Tertiary education in New Zealand[image: External link]


Primary and secondary schooling is compulsory for children aged 6 to 16, with the majority attending from the age of 5.[277] There are 13 school years and attending state (public) schools[image: External link] is free to New Zealand citizens and permanent residents from a person's 5th birthday to the end of the calendar year following their 19th birthday.[278] New Zealand has an adult literacy rate of 99%,[141] and over half of the population aged 15 to 29 hold a tertiary qualification.[277] There are five types of government-owned tertiary institutions: universities, colleges of education, polytechnics[image: External link], specialist colleges, and wānanga[image: External link],[279] in addition to private training establishments.[280] In the adult population 14.2% have a bachelor's degree[image: External link] or higher, 30.4% have some form of secondary qualification as their highest qualification and 22.4% have no formal qualification.[281] The OECD's Programme for International Student Assessment ranks New Zealand's education system as the seventh best in the world, with students performing exceptionally well in reading, mathematics and science.[282]
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Main article: Culture of New Zealand[image: External link]


Early Māori adapted the tropically based east Polynesian culture[image: External link] in line with the challenges associated with a larger and more diverse environment, eventually developing their own distinctive culture. Social organisation was largely communal with families ( whānau[image: External link]), subtribes (hapū) and tribes (iwi) ruled by a chief ( rangatira[image: External link]), whose position was subject to the community's approval.[283] The British and Irish immigrants brought aspects of their own culture to New Zealand and also influenced Māori culture,[284][285] particularly with the introduction of Christianity.[286] However, Māori still regard their allegiance to tribal groups as a vital part of their identity[image: External link], and Māori kinship roles resemble those of other Polynesian peoples[image: External link].[287] More recently American, Australian, Asian and other European cultures[image: External link] have exerted influence on New Zealand. Non-Māori Polynesian cultures are also apparent, with Pasifika[image: External link], the world's largest Polynesian festival, now an annual event in Auckland.[288]

The largely rural life in early New Zealand led to the image of New Zealanders being rugged, industrious problem solvers.[289] Modesty was expected and enforced through the "tall poppy syndrome[image: External link]", where high achievers received harsh criticism.[290] At the time New Zealand was not known as an intellectual country.[291] From the early 20th century until the late 1960s, Māori culture was suppressed by the attempted assimilation[image: External link] of Māori into British New Zealanders.[265] In the 1960s, as tertiary education became more available and cities expanded[292] urban culture began to dominate.[293] However, rural imagery and themes have been pervasive in New Zealand's art, literature and media.[294]

New Zealand's national symbols[image: External link] are influenced by natural, historical, and Māori sources. The silver fern[image: External link] is an emblem appearing on army insignia and sporting team uniforms.[295] Certain items of popular culture thought to be unique to New Zealand are called " Kiwiana[image: External link]".[295]
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 Art




Main article: New Zealand art[image: External link]


As part of the resurgence of Māori culture, the traditional crafts of carving and weaving are now more widely practised and Māori artists are increasing in number and influence.[296] Most Māori carvings feature human figures, generally with three fingers and either a natural-looking, detailed head or a grotesque head.[297] Surface patterns consisting of spirals, ridges, notches and fish scales decorate most carvings.[298] The pre-eminent Māori architecture consisted of carved meeting houses ( wharenui[image: External link]) decorated with symbolic carvings and illustrations. These buildings were originally designed to be constantly rebuilt, changing and adapting to different whims or needs.[299]

Māori decorated the white wood of buildings, canoes and cenotaphs using red (a mixture of red ochre[image: External link] and shark fat) and black (made from soot) paint and painted pictures of birds, reptiles and other designs on cave walls.[300] Māori tattoos ( moko[image: External link]) consisting of coloured soot mixed with gum were cut into the flesh with a bone chisel.[301] Since European arrival paintings and photographs have been dominated by landscapes, originally not as works of art but as factual portrayals of New Zealand.[302] Portraits of Māori were also common, with early painters often portraying them as "noble savages[image: External link]", exotic beauties or friendly natives.[302] The country's isolation delayed the influence of European artistic trends allowing local artists to developed their own distinctive style of regionalism[image: External link].[303] During the 1960s and 70s many artists combined traditional Māori and Western techniques, creating unique art forms.[304] New Zealand art and craft has gradually achieved an international audience, with exhibitions in the Venice Biennale[image: External link] in 2001 and the "Paradise Now" exhibition in New York in 2004.[296][305]

Māori cloaks are made of fine flax fibre and patterned with black, red and white triangles, diamonds and other geometric shapes.[306] Greenstone[image: External link] was fashioned into earrings and necklaces, with the most well-known design being the hei-tiki[image: External link], a distorted human figure sitting cross-legged with its head tilted to the side.[307] Europeans brought English fashion etiquette to New Zealand, and until the 1950s most people dressed up for social occasions.[308] Standards have since relaxed and New Zealand fashion has received a reputation for being casual, practical and lacklustre.[309][310] However, the local fashion industry has grown significantly since 2000, doubling exports and increasing from a handful to about 50 established labels, with some labels gaining international recognition.[310]
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 Literature




Main article: New Zealand literature[image: External link]


Māori quickly adopted writing as a means of sharing ideas, and many of their oral stories and poems were converted to the written form.[311] Most early English literature was obtained from Britain and it was not until the 1950s when local publishing outlets increased that New Zealand literature started to become widely known.[312] Although still largely influenced by global trends ( modernism[image: External link]) and events (the Great Depression), writers in the 1930s began to develop stories increasingly focused on their experiences in New Zealand. During this period literature changed from a journalistic[image: External link] activity to a more academic pursuit.[313] Participation in the world wars gave some New Zealand writers a new perspective on New Zealand culture and with the post-war expansion of universities local literature flourished.[314] Dunedin is a UNESCO City of Literature[image: External link].[315]
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 Media and entertainment




Main articles: Music of New Zealand[image: External link], Cinema of New Zealand[image: External link], and Media of New Zealand[image: External link]


New Zealand music has been influenced by blues[image: External link], jazz[image: External link], country[image: External link], rock and roll[image: External link] and hip hop[image: External link], with many of these genres given a unique New Zealand interpretation.[316] Māori developed traditional chants and songs from their ancient South-East Asian origins, and after centuries of isolation created a unique "monotonous" and "doleful" sound.[317] Flutes and trumpets were used as musical instruments[318] or as signalling devices during war or special occasions.[319] Early settlers brought over their ethnic music, with brass bands[image: External link] and choral music[image: External link] being popular, and musicians began touring New Zealand in the 1860s.[320][321] Pipe bands[image: External link] became widespread during the early 20th century.[322] The New Zealand recording industry began to develop from 1940 onwards and many New Zealand musicians have obtained success in Britain and the United States.[316] Some artists release Māori language songs and the Māori tradition-based art of kapa haka[image: External link] (song and dance) has made a resurgence.[323] The New Zealand Music Awards[image: External link] are held annually by Recorded Music NZ[image: External link]; the awards were first held in 1965 by Reckitt & Colman[image: External link] as the Loxene Golden Disc[image: External link] awards.[324] Recorded Music NZ also publishes the country's official weekly record charts[image: External link].[325]

Radio first arrived in New Zealand in 1922 and television in 1960.[326] The number of New Zealand films[image: External link] significantly increased during the 1970s.[327] In 1978 the New Zealand Film Commission[image: External link] started assisting local film-makers and many films attained a world audience, some receiving international acknowledgement. The highest grossing New Zealand movies include: Hunt for the Wilderpeople[image: External link], Boy[image: External link], The World's Fastest Indian[image: External link], Once Were Warriors[image: External link], and Whale Rider[image: External link].[328] Deregulation in the 1980s saw a sudden increase in the numbers of radio and television stations.[327] New Zealand television primarily broadcasts American and British programming, along with a large number of Australian and local shows. The country's diverse scenery and compact size, plus government incentives,[329] have encouraged some producers[image: External link] to film big budget movies in New Zealand, including Avatar[image: External link], The Lord of the Rings[image: External link], The Hobbit[image: External link], The Chronicles of Narnia[image: External link], King Kong[image: External link] and The Last Samurai[image: External link].[330] The New Zealand media industry is dominated by a small number of companies, most of which are foreign-owned, although the state retains ownership of some television and radio stations. Since 1994, Freedom House[image: External link] has consistently ranked New Zealand's press freedom in the top twenty, with the 19th freest media in 2015.[331]
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Main article: Sport in New Zealand[image: External link]


Most of the major sporting codes played in New Zealand have British origins.[332] Rugby union is considered the national sport[333] and attracts the most spectators.[334] Golf[image: External link], netball[image: External link], tennis[image: External link] and cricket[image: External link] have the highest rates of adult participation, while netball, rugby union and football (soccer) is popular among young people.[334][335] Around 54% of New Zealand adolescents participate in sports for their school.[335] Victorious rugby tours to Australia and the United Kingdom in the late 1880s[image: External link] and the early 1900s[image: External link] played an early role in instilling a national identity.[336] Horseracing[image: External link] was also a popular spectator sport[image: External link] and became part of the "Rugby, Racing and Beer" culture during the 1960s.[337] Māori participation in European sports was particularly evident in rugby and the country's team performs a haka[image: External link], a traditional Māori challenge, before international matches.[338]

New Zealand has competitive international teams in rugby union[image: External link], netball[image: External link], cricket[image: External link], rugby league[image: External link] and softball[image: External link], and has traditionally done well in triathlons, rowing, yachting and cycling. New Zealand participated at the Summer Olympics[image: External link] in 1908 and 1912 as a joint team with Australia[image: External link], before first participating on its own[image: External link] in 1920.[339] The country has ranked highly on a medals-to-population ratio at recent Games.[340][341] The "All Blacks", the national men's rugby union team, are the most successful in the history of international rugby[342] and the reigning World Cup[image: External link] champions.[343] New Zealand is known for its extreme sports[image: External link], adventure tourism[image: External link][344] and strong mountaineering[image: External link] tradition, as seen in the success of notable New Zealander Sir Edmund Hillary[image: External link].[345] Other outdoor pursuits such as cycling[image: External link], fishing, swimming, running, tramping[image: External link], canoeing, hunting, snowsports and surfing are also popular.[346] The Polynesian sport of waka ama[image: External link] racing has increased in popularity and is now an international sport involving teams from all over the Pacific.[347]
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Main article: New Zealand cuisine[image: External link]


The national cuisine has been described as Pacific Rim, drawing inspiration from Europe, Asia and Polynesia.[348] Popular ingredients or dishes include lamb[image: External link], salmon, crayfish (lobster), dredge oysters[image: External link], whitebait[image: External link], pāua[image: External link] (abalone), mussels, scallops, pipis and tuatua (both are types of New Zealand shellfish),[349] kumara[image: External link] (sweet potato), kiwifruit, tamarillo and pavlova (considered a national dish).[350] A hāngi[image: External link] is a traditional Māori method of cooking food using heated rocks buried in a pit oven. After European colonisation, Māori began cooking with pots and ovens and the hāngi was used less frequently, although it is still used for formal occasions such as tangihanga[image: External link].[351]
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 Footnotes






	
^ "God Save the Queen" is officially a national anthem but is generally used only on regal and viceregal occasions.[1][2]


	
^ English is a de facto official language due to its widespread use.[3]


	
^ Language percentages add to more than 100% because some people speak more than one language. They exclude unusable responses and those who spoke no language (e.g. too young to talk).[4]


	
^ The proportion of New Zealand's area (excluding estuaries) covered by rivers, lakes and ponds, based on figures from the New Zealand Land Cover Database,[6] is (357526 + 81936) / (26821559 – 92499–26033 – 19216) = 1.6%. If estuarine open water, mangroves, and herbaceous saline vegetation are included, the figure is 2.2%.


	
^ The Chatham Islands have a separate time zone[image: External link], 45 minutes ahead of the rest of New Zealand.


	
^ Clocks are advanced by an hour from the last Sunday in September until the first Sunday in April.[11] Daylight saving time is also observed in the Chatham Islands, an additional 45 minutes ahead.


	
^ A person born on or after 1 January 2006 acquires New Zealand citizenship at birth only if at least one parent is a New Zealand citizen or permanent resident. People born on or before 31 December 2005 acquired citizenship at birth (lex soli[image: External link]).[135]


	
^ Ethnicity figures add to more than 100% as people could choose more than one ethnic group.


	
^ In 2015, 55% of Māori adults (aged 15 years and over) reported knowledge of te reo Māori. Of these speakers, 64% use Māori at home and 50,000 can speak the language "very well" or "well".[268]


	
^ Of the 86,403 people that replied they spoke Samoan, 51,336 lived in the Auckland Region.[4]


	
^ Religion percentages may not add to 100% as people could claim multiple religions or object to answering the question.
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List of cities in Australia by Population






This list of Australian cities by population provides rankings of Australian cities according to various systems defined by the Australian Bureau of Statistics. Firstly, they are ranked by Greater Capital City Statistical Area (for capital cities) and Significant Urban Area (for other cities). They are also ranked by Urban Centre and by Local Government Area (known internationally as 'city proper').

Greater Capital City Statistical Areas/Significant Urban Areas by population

Each capital city forms its own Greater Capital City Statistical Area (GCCSA), which according to the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) represents a broad socioeconomic definition of each of the eight state and territory capital cities.[1] These correspond to the more common and international usage of metropolitan areas[image: External link]. Significant Urban Areas are similarly defined but include population centres which are not capital cities. In Australia the population of the GCCSA/SUA is the most-often quoted figure for that city's population. The following ranks GCSSAs and SUAs which are not included within the GCCSAs with populations of over 30,000.

Greater Capital City Statistical Areas are in bold, the remainder are Significant Urban Areas.



	Rank
	GCCSA/SUA
	State/Territory
	June 2016[1]

population
	Percentage of

national population



	1
	Sydney
	New South Wales
	5,005,358
	20.74%



	2
	Melbourne
	Victoria
	4,641,636
	19.24%



	3
	Brisbane[image: External link]
	Queensland
	2,349,699
	9.74%



	4
	Perth
	Western Australia
	2,066,564
	8.56%



	5
	Adelaide
	South Australia
	1,326,354
	5.50%



	6
	Gold Coast–Tweed Heads[image: External link]
	Queensland/New South Wales
	638,090
	2.64%



	7
	Newcastle–Maitland
	New South Wales
	438,775
	1.82%



	8
	Canberra[image: External link]–Queanbeyan
	Australian Capital Territory/New South Wales
	429,023
	1.78%



	*
	Australian Capital Territory
	Australian Capital Territory[a]
	396,294
	1.64%



	9
	Sunshine Coast
	Queensland
	307,501
	1.27%



	10
	Wollongong
	New South Wales
	295,842
	1.23%



	11
	Hobart
	Tasmania
	222,802
	0.92%



	12
	Geelong
	Victoria
	191,440
	0.79%



	13
	Townsville
	Queensland
	182,183
	0.76%



	14
	Cairns
	Queensland
	149,609
	0.62%



	15
	Darwin
	Northern Territory
	143,629
	0.60%



	16
	Toowoomba
	Queensland
	115,310
	0.48%



	17
	Ballarat
	Victoria
	102,230
	0.42%



	18
	Bendigo
	Victoria
	94,608
	0.39%



	19
	Albury[image: External link]– Wodonga[image: External link]
	New South Wales/Victoria
	90,319
	0.37%



	20
	Launceston[image: External link]
	Tasmania
	86,946
	0.36%



	21
	Mackay[image: External link]
	Queensland
	85,402
	0.35%



	22
	Rockhampton[image: External link]
	Queensland
	80,497
	0.33%



	23
	Bunbury[image: External link]
	Western Australia
	76,361
	0.32%



	24
	Bundaberg[image: External link]
	Queensland
	70,677
	0.29%



	25
	Coffs Harbour[image: External link]
	New South Wales
	69,403
	0.29%



	26
	Wagga Wagga[image: External link]
	New South Wales
	56,487
	0.23%



	27
	Hervey Bay[image: External link]
	Queensland
	52,834
	0.22%



	28
	Mildura[image: External link]– Wentworth[image: External link]
	Victoria/New South Wales
	50,387
	0.21%



	29
	Shepparton[image: External link]– Mooroopna[image: External link]
	Victoria
	49,696
	0.21%



	30
	Gladstone[image: External link]–Tannum Sands[image: External link]
	Queensland
	49,187
	0.20%



	31
	Port Macquarie[image: External link]
	New South Wales
	45,698
	0.19%



	32
	Tamworth[image: External link]
	New South Wales
	42,783
	0.18%



	33
	Traralgon[image: External link]– Morwell[image: External link]
	Victoria
	41,164
	0.17%



	34
	Orange[image: External link]
	New South Wales
	40,582
	0.17%



	35
	Geraldton[image: External link]
	Western Australia
	39,773
	0.16%



	36
	Bowral[image: External link]– Mittagong[image: External link]
	New South Wales
	38,550
	0.16%



	37
	Dubbo[image: External link]
	New South Wales
	37,245
	0.15%



	38
	Busselton[image: External link]
	Western Australia
	37,066
	0.15%



	39
	Bathurst[image: External link]
	New South Wales
	36,701
	0.15%



	40
	Nowra[image: External link]– Bomaderry[image: External link]
	New South Wales
	36,448
	0.15%



	41
	Warragul[image: External link]– Drouin[image: External link]
	Victoria
	34,618
	0.14%



	42
	Warrnambool[image: External link]
	Victoria
	34,141
	0.14%



	43
	Albany[image: External link]
	Western Australia
	34,126
	0.14%



	44
	Kalgoorlie-Boulder
	Western Australia
	32,382
	0.13%



	45
	Devonport[image: External link]
	Tasmania
	30,604
	0.13%





	Notes





	
^ The Australian Capital Territory GCCSA includes only the portion of Canberra-Queanbeyan which falls within the boundaries of the ACT.






50 largest urban centres by population

Urban Centres are defined by the Australian Bureau of Statistics as being a population cluster of 1,000 or more people. For statistical purposes, people living in Urban Centres are classified as urban. The figures below represent the populations of the contiguous[image: External link] built-up areas of each city; with State and territory capitals in bold. These figures are only updated every census, as the ABS does not render population projections for Urban Centres, and as such can only be as up-to-date as the most recent census year.



	
	Estimated resident population
	Statistical Division/

District

(if part of larger SD)
	Ranking in state or territory[image: External link], 2011



	Rank
	Urban Centre
	2011 Census[image: External link]
	2006 Census
	ACT
	NSW
	NT
	Qld
	SA
	Tas
	WA
	Vic



	
	1
	Sydney
	3,908,642
	[2]
	3,641,422
	[3]
	
	
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	



	
	2
	Melbourne
	3,707,530
	[4]
	3,371,888
	[5]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1



	
	3
	Brisbane[image: External link]
	1,874,427
	[6]
	1,676,389
	[7]
	
	
	
	
	1
	
	
	
	



	
	4
	Perth
	1,627,576
	[8]
	1,256,035
	[9]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	



	
	5
	Adelaide
	1,103,979
	[10]
	1,040,719
	[11]
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	
	
	



	
	6
	Gold Coast–Tweed Heads[image: External link]
	533,660
	[12][13]
	454,436
	[14][15]
	
	
	2
	
	2
	
	
	
	



	
	7
	Canberra[image: External link]–Queanbeyan
	391,474
	[16][17]
	356,120
	[18][19]
	
	1
	3
	
	
	
	
	
	



	
	8
	Newcastle
	308,308
	[20]
	288,732
	[21]
	Hunter
	
	4
	
	
	
	
	
	



	
	9
	Central Coast[image: External link]
	297,713
	[22]
	282,726
	[23]
	Sydney
	
	5
	
	
	
	
	
	



	
	10
	Wollongong
	245,942
	[24]
	234,482
	[25]
	Illawarra
	
	6
	
	
	
	
	
	



	
	11
	Sunshine Coast
	209,263
	[26]
	184,662
	[27]
	
	
	
	
	3
	
	
	
	



	
	12
	Hobart
	170,975
	[28]
	128,557
	[29]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	
	



	
	13
	Townsville
	157,748
	[30]
	128,808
	[31]
	
	
	
	
	4
	
	
	
	



	
	14
	Geelong
	143,291
	[32]
	137,220
	[33]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2



	
	15
	Cairns
	133,893
	[34]
	98,349
	[35]
	
	
	
	
	5
	
	
	
	



	
	16
	Darwin
	103,016
	[36]
	89,905
	[37][38]
	
	
	
	1
	
	
	
	
	



	
	17
	Toowoomba
	96,597
	[39]
	95,265
	[40]
	
	
	
	
	6
	
	
	
	



	
	18
	Ballarat
	85,935
	[41]
	78,221
	[42]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3



	
	19
	Bendigo
	82,794
	[43]
	76,051
	[44]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4



	
	20
	Albury[image: External link]– Wodonga[image: External link]
	77,232
	[45][46]
	73,497
	[47][48]
	
	
	7
	
	
	
	
	
	5



	
	21
	Mackay[image: External link]
	74,219
	[49]
	66,874
	[50]
	
	
	
	
	7
	
	
	
	



	
	22
	Launceston[image: External link]
	74,085
	[51]
	71,395
	[52]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2
	
	



	
	23
	Mandurah[image: External link]
	69,903
	[53]
	67,813
	[54]
	Perth (GCCSA only)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2
	



	
	24
	Maitland
	67,132
	[55]
	61,431
	[56]
	Newcastle
	
	8
	
	
	
	
	
	



	
	25
	Bunbury[image: External link]
	64,385
	[57]
	54,482
	[58]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3
	



	
	26
	Rockhampton[image: External link]
	61,724
	[59]
	60,827
	[60]
	
	
	
	
	8
	
	
	
	



	
	27
	Bundaberg[image: External link]
	49,750
	[61]
	46,961
	[62]
	
	
	
	
	9
	
	
	
	



	
	28
	Hervey Bay[image: External link]
	48,680
	[63]
	41,225
	[64]
	
	
	
	
	10
	
	
	
	



	
	29
	Wagga Wagga[image: External link]
	46,913
	[65]
	46,735
	[66]
	
	
	9
	
	
	
	
	
	



	
	30
	Melton[image: External link]
	45,624
	[67]
	35,490
	[68]
	Melbourne
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	6



	
	31
	Coffs Harbour[image: External link]
	45,580
	[69]
	26,353
	[70]
	
	
	10
	
	
	
	
	
	



	
	32
	Shepparton[image: External link]– Mooroopna[image: External link]
	42,741
	[71]
	38,773
	[72]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	7



	
	33
	Port Macquarie[image: External link]
	41,491
	[73]
	39,219
	[74]
	
	
	11
	
	
	
	
	
	



	
	34
	Tamworth[image: External link]
	36,131
	[75]
	33,475
	[76]
	
	
	12
	
	
	
	
	
	



	
	35
	Orange[image: External link]
	34,992
	[77]
	31,544
	[78]
	
	
	13
	
	
	
	
	
	



	
	36
	Mildura[image: External link]– Buronga[image: External link]
	33,432
	[79][80]
	30,823
	[81][82]
	
	
	14
	
	
	
	
	
	8



	
	37
	Sunbury[image: External link]
	33,062
	[83]
	29,566
	[84]
	Melbourne
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	9



	
	38
	Pakenham[image: External link]
	32,911
	[85]
	18,808
	[86]
	Melbourne
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	10



	
	39
	Dubbo[image: External link]
	32,327
	[87]
	30,574
	[88]
	
	
	15
	
	
	
	
	
	



	
	40
	Gladstone[image: External link]
	32,073
	[89]
	28,808
	[90]
	
	
	
	
	11
	
	
	
	



	
	41
	Geraldton[image: External link]
	31,349
	[91]
	27,420
	[92]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4
	



	
	42
	Bathurst[image: External link]
	31,294
	[93]
	28,992
	[94]
	
	
	16
	
	
	
	
	
	



	
	43
	Kalgoorlie-Boulder
	30,840
	[95]
	28,242
	[96]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	5
	



	
	44
	Warrnambool[image: External link]
	29,284
	[97]
	28,150
	[98]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	11



	
	45
	Nowra[image: External link]– Bomaderry[image: External link]
	27,988
	[99]
	27,478
	[100]
	
	
	17
	
	
	
	
	
	



	
	46
	Lismore[image: External link]
	27,474
	[101]
	27,069
	[102]
	
	
	18
	
	
	
	
	
	



	
	47
	Albany[image: External link]
	26,643
	[103]
	25,196
	[104]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	6
	



	
	48
	Mount Gambier[image: External link]
	25,199
	[105]
	23,494
	[106]
	
	
	
	
	
	2
	
	
	



	
	49
	Traralgon[image: External link]
	24,590
	[107]
	21,960
	[108]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	12



	
	50
	Alice Springs[image: External link]
	24,208
	[109]
	21,622
	[110]
	
	
	
	2
	
	
	
	
	




30 largest local government areas by population

Local government areas[image: External link] are the main units of local government in Australia. They may be termed cities, shires, councils or other names, and all function similarly. Brisbane, which covers multiple LGAs, is the only state capital city with a local government area covering a significant portion of its urban area. Other capital cities are serviced by LGAs which cover a much smaller proportion of their total urban areas. A New South Wales review of local government areas[image: External link] resulted in various amalgamations of local government authorities in the state, reflected below, based on amalgamation of 2015 Australian Bureau of Statistics population figures[111]



	
	Estimated resident population
	Statistical Division/

District
	Ranking in state[image: External link], 2015



	Rank
	Local government area
	2011 census[image: External link]
	2015[111]
	Qld
	NSW
	WA
	Vic



	
	1
	City of Brisbane[image: External link]
	1,041,839
	[112]
	1,162,186
	Brisbane
	1
	
	
	



	
	2
	City of Gold Coast[image: External link]
	494,501
	[113]
	555,608
	Gold Coast
	2
	
	
	



	
	3
	Moreton Bay Region[image: External link]
	378,045
	[114]
	425,482
	Brisbane
	3
	
	
	



	new
	4
	Canterbury-Bankstown Council[image: External link]
	350,983
	[115]
	354,948
	Sydney
	
	1
	
	



	
	5
	City of Blacktown[image: External link]
	301,099
	[116]
	339,328
	Sydney
	
	2
	
	



	new
	6
	Central Coast Council[image: External link]
	331,007
	[117]
	333,119
	Central Coast
	
	3
	
	



	
	7
	City of Logan[image: External link]
	278,050
	[118]
	308,681
	Brisbane
	4
	
	
	



	
	8
	City of Casey[image: External link]
	252,382
	[119]
	292,211
	Melbourne
	
	
	
	1



	
	9
	Sunshine Coast Region[image: External link]
	306,909
	[120]
	287,539
	Sunshine Coast
	5
	
	
	



	new
	10
	Northern Beaches Council[image: External link]
	263,413
	[121]
	266,247
	Sydney
	
	4
	
	



	new
	11
	City of Parramatta Council[image: External link]
	215,925
	[122]
	230,167 [123]
	Sydney
	
	5
	
	



	
	12
	City of Greater Geelong[image: External link]
	210,875
	[124]
	229,420
	Geelong
	
	
	
	2



	
	13
	City of Stirling[image: External link]
	195,702
	[125]
	227,566
	Perth
	
	
	1
	



	
	14
	Sutherland Shire[image: External link]
	210,863
	[126]
	226,220
	Sydney
	
	6
	
	



	new
	15
	Cumberland Council[image: External link]
	219,147
	[127]
	219,312 [128]
	Sydney
	
	7
	
	



	
	16
	City of Wyndham[image: External link]
	161,575
	[129]
	209,847
	Melbourne
	
	
	
	3



	
	17
	City of Wollongong[image: External link]
	205,231
	[130]
	208,875
	Illawarra
	
	8
	
	



	
	18
	City of Sydney[image: External link]
	169,505
	[131]
	205,339
	Sydney
	
	9
	
	



	
	19
	City of Liverpool[image: External link]
	180,143
	[132]
	204,594
	Sydney
	
	10
	
	



	
	20
	City of Fairfield[image: External link]
	198,301
	[133]
	204,442
	Sydney
	
	11
	
	



	
	21
	City of Lake Macquarie[image: External link]
	189,006
	[134]
	204,166
	Newcastle
	
	12
	
	



	
	22
	City of Brimbank[image: External link]
	182,735
	[135]
	199,432
	Melbourne
	
	
	
	4



	
	23
	City of Penrith[image: External link]
	178,467
	[136]
	197,922
	Sydney
	
	13
	
	



	
	24
	City of Whittlesea[image: External link]
	154,880
	[137]
	195,397
	Melbourne
	
	
	
	5



	
	25
	City of Hume[image: External link]
	167,562
	[138]
	194,006
	Melbourne
	
	
	
	6



	
	26
	City of Townsville[image: External link]
	174,492
	[139]
	193,946
	Northern
	6
	
	
	



	
	27
	City of Ipswich[image: External link]
	166,904
	[140]
	193,015
	Brisbane
	7
	
	
	



	
	28
	City of Wanneroo[image: External link]
	152,077
	[141]
	188,785
	Perth
	
	
	2
	



	
	29
	City of Monash[image: External link]
	169,280
	[142]
	187,286
	Melbourne
	
	
	
	7



	
	29
	City of Boroondara[image: External link]
	159,184
	[143]
	174,787
	Melbourne
	
	
	
	8




Apart from the City of Brisbane, City of Sydney and City of Melbourne, the populations of the central local government areas in other capitals is relatively small. As at 2015,[111] Melbourne[image: External link] had 128,980, Darwin[image: External link] 82,912, Hobart[image: External link] 50,714, Adelaide[image: External link] 23,169 and Perth[image: External link] 21,092. Generally speaking, there are many suburban local government areas in most Australian capitals that are significantly larger in population than the central business district local government area.

See also


	Demographics of Australia[image: External link]

	List of towns and cities in Australia by year of settlement[image: External link]

	List of cities in Australia

	List of places in Queensland by population[image: External link]

	List of places in South Australia by population[image: External link]

	List of places in Victoria by population[image: External link]

	World's largest cities[image: External link]
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History of Australia (1788–1850)






"Settlement of Australia" redirects here. For the initial settlement of Australia by indigenous Australians, see History of Australian Aboriginals § Origins[image: External link].

The history of Australia from 1788–1850 covers the early colonial period of Australia's history, from the arrival in 1788 of the First Fleet of British ships at Sydney, New South Wales, who established the penal colony, the scientific exploration[image: External link] of the continent and later, establishment of other Australian colonies and the beginnings of representative democratic government. European colonisation would have a devastating effect on the pre-existing population of Indigenous Australians, and debate continues in the 21st century as to whether the colonisation process represented settlement, invasion, or a mixture of both.



TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Colonisation




See also: Convicts in Australia


It is commonly reported that the colonisation of Australia was driven by the need to address overcrowding in the British prison system; however, it was simply not economically viable to transport convicts halfway around the world for this reason alone.[1] Many convicts were either skilled tradesmen or farmers who had been convicted for trivial crimes and were sentenced to seven years, the time required to set up the infrastructure for the new colony. Convicts were often given pardons prior to or on completion of their sentences and were allocated parcels of land to farm.

Sir Joseph Banks[image: External link], the eminent scientist who had accompanied Lieutenant James Cook on his 1770 voyage, recommended Botany Bay[image: External link] as a suitable site.[2] Banks accepted an offer of assistance made by the American Loyalist[image: External link] James Matra[image: External link] in July 1783. Matra had visited Botany Bay with Banks in 1770 as a junior officer on the Endeavour commanded by James Cook. Under Banks's guidance, he rapidly produced "A Proposal for Establishing a Settlement in New South Wales" (23 August 1783), with a fully developed set of reasons for a colony composed of American Loyalists, Chinese and South Sea Islanders (but not convicts).[3]

Following an interview with Secretary of State Lord Sydney[image: External link] in March 1784, Matra amended his proposal to include convicts as settlers.[4] Matra’s plan can be seen to have “provided the original blueprint for settlement in New South Wales”.[5] A cabinet memorandum December 1784 shows the Government had Matra’s plan in mind when considering the creration of a settlement in New South Wales.[5][6] The London Chronicle of 12 October 1786 said: “Mr. Matra, an Officer of the Treasury, who, sailing with Capt. Cook, had an opportunity of visiting Botany Bay, is the Gentleman who suggested the plan to Government of transporting convicts to that island”. The Government also incorporated into the colonisation plan the project for settling Norfolk Island, with its attractions of timber and flax, proposed by Banks’s Royal Society colleagues, Sir John Call and Sir George Young.[7]

On 13 May 1787, the First Fleet of 11 ships and about 1530 people (736 convicts, 17 convicts' children, 211 marines, 27 marines' wives, 14 marines' children and about 300 officers and others) under the command of Captain Arthur Phillip set sail for Botany Bay.[8][9] The Fleet of 11 vessels consisted of over a thousand settlers, including 778 convicts (192 women and 586 men).[10] A few days after arrival at Botany Bay[image: External link] the fleet moved to the more suitable Port Jackson where a settlement was established at Sydney Cove on 26 January 1788.[11] This date later became Australia's national day, Australia Day. The colony was formally proclaimed by Governor Phillip on 7 February 1788 at Sydney. Sydney Cove offered a fresh water supply and a safe harbour, which Philip famously described as:[12]




	“
	'being with out exception the finest Harbour in the World [...] Here a Thousand Sail of the Line may ride in the most perfect Security.'
	”






Phillip named the settlement after the Home Secretary[image: External link], Thomas Townshend, 1st Baron Sydney[image: External link] (Viscount Sydney[image: External link] from 1789). The only people at the flag raising ceremony and the formal taking of possession of the land in the name of King George III were Phillip and a few dozen marines and officers from the Supply, the rest of the ship's company and the convicts witnessing it from on board ship. The remaining ships of the Fleet were unable to leave Botany Bay until later on 26 January because of a tremendous gale.[13] The new colony was formally proclaimed as the Colony of New South Wales on 7 February.[14]

On 24 January 1788 a French expedition of two ships led by Admiral Jean-François de La Pérouse[image: External link] had arrived off Botany Bay, on the latest leg of a three-year voyage that had taken them from Brest, around Cape Horn, up the coast from Chile to California, north-west to Kamchatka, south-east to Easter Island, north-west to Macao, and on to the Philippines, the Friendly Isles, Hawaii and Norfolk Island.[15] Though amicably received, the French expedition was a troublesome matter for the British, as it showed the interest of France in the new land.

Nevertheless, on 2 February Lieutenant King, at Phillip's request, paid a courtesy call on the French and offered them any assistance they may need.[13] The French made the same offer to the British, as they were much better provisioned than the British and had enough supplies to last three years.[13] Neither of these offers was accepted. On 10 March[13] the French expedition, having taken on water and wood, left Botany Bay, never to be seen again. Phillip and La Pérouse never met. La Pérouse is remembered in a Sydney suburb[image: External link] of that name. Various other French geographical names along the Australian coast also date from this expedition.

Governor Phillip was vested with complete authority over the inhabitants of the colony. Enlightened for his Age, Phillip's personal intent was to establish harmonious relations with local Aboriginal people and try to reform as well as discipline the convicts of the colony. Phillip and several of his officers – most notably Watkin Tench[image: External link] – left behind journals and accounts of which tell of immense hardships during the first years of settlement. Often Phillip's officers despaired for the future of New South Wales. Early efforts at agriculture were fraught and supplies from overseas were few and far between. Between 1788 and 1792 about 3546 male and 766 female convicts were landed at Sydney – many "professional criminals" with few of the skills required for the establishment of a colony. Many new arrivals were also sick or unfit for work and the conditions of healthy convicts only deteriorated with hard labour and poor sustenance in the settlement. The food situation reached crisis point in 1790 and the Second Fleet which finally arrived in June 1790 had lost a quarter of its "passengers" through sickness, while the condition of the convicts of the Third Fleet appalled Phillip. From 1791 however, the more regular arrival of ships and the beginnings of trade lessened the feeling of isolation and improved supplies.[16]

In 1792, two French ships, La Recherche and L'Espérance anchored in a harbour near Tasmania's southernmost point they called Recherche Bay[image: External link]. This was at a time when Britain and France were trying to be the first to discover and colonise Australia. The expedition carried scientists and cartographers, gardeners, artists and hydrographers who, variously, planted, identified, mapped, marked, recorded and documented the environment and the people of the new lands that they encountered at the behest of the fledgling Société D'Histoire Naturelle.

White settlement began with a consignment of English convicts, guarded by a detachment of the Royal Marines, a number of whom subsequently stayed in the colony as settlers. Their view of the colony and their place in it was eloquently stated by Captain David Collins: "From the disposition to crimes and the incorrigible character of the major part of the colonists, an odium was, from the first, illiberally thrown upon the settlement; and the word "Botany Bay" became a term of reproach that was indiscriminately cast upon every one who resided in New South Wales. But let the reproach light upon those who have used it as such.... if the honour of having deserved well of one's country be attainable by sacrificing good name, domestic comforts, and dearest connections in her service, the officers of this settlement have justly merited that distinction".[17]
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 Convicts and free settlers




When the Bellona transport came to anchor in Sydney Cove on 16 January 1793, she brought with her the first immigrant free settlers. They were: Thomas Rose, a farmer from Dorset, his wife and four children; he was allowed a grant of 120 acres; Frederic Meredith, who had formerly been at Sydney with HMS Sirius; Thomas Webb (who had also been formerly at Sydney with the Sirius), his wife, and his nephew, Joseph Webb; Edward Powell, who had formerly been at Sydney with the Juliana transport, and who married a free woman after his arrival. Thomas Webb and Edward Powell each received a grant of 80 acres; and Joseph Webb and Frederic Meredith received 60 acres each.

The conditions they had come out under were that they should be provided with a free passage, be furnished with agricultural tools and implements by the Government, have two years' provisions, and have grants of land free of expense. They were likewise to have the labour of a certain number of convicts, who were also to be provided with two years' rations and one year's clothing from the public stores. The land assigned to them was some miles to the westward of Sydney, at a place named by the settlers, "Liberty Plains". It is now the area covered mainly by the suburbs of Strathfield and Homebush.

One in three convicts transported after 1798 was Irish, about a fifth of whom were transported in connection with the political[image: External link] and agrarian disturbances common in Ireland at the time. While the settlers were reasonably well-equipped, little consideration had been given to the skills required to make the colony self-supporting – few of the first wave convicts had farming or trade experience (nor the soldiers), and the lack of understanding of Australia's seasonal patterns saw initial attempts at farming fail, leaving only what animals and birds the soldiers were able to shoot. The colony nearly starved, and Phillip was forced to send a ship to Batavia (Jakarta) for supplies. Some relief arrived with the Second Fleet[image: External link] in 1790, but life was extremely hard for the first few years of the colony.

Convicts were usually sentenced to seven or fourteen years' penal servitude[image: External link], or "for the term of their natural lives". Often these sentences had been commuted from the death sentence, which was technically the punishment for a wide variety of crimes. Upon arrival in a penal colony, convicts would be assigned to various kinds of work. Those with trades were given tasks to fit their skills (stonemasons, for example, were in very high demand) while the unskilled were assigned to work gangs to build roads and do other such tasks. Female convicts were usually assigned as domestic servants to the free settlers, many being forced into prostitution.[18]

Where possible, convicts were assigned to free settlers who would be responsible for feeding and disciplining them; in return for this, the settlers were granted land. This system reduced the workload on the central administration. Those convicts who weren't assigned to settlers were housed at barracks such as the Hyde Park Barracks[image: External link] or the Parramatta female factory[image: External link].

Convict discipline was harsh, convicts who would not work or who disobeyed orders were punished by flogging, being put in stricter confinement (e.g. leg-irons), or being transported to a stricter penal colony. The penal colonies at Port Arthur and Moreton Bay[image: External link], for instance, were stricter than the one at Sydney, and the one at Norfolk Island was strictest of all. Convicts were assigned to work gangs to build roads, buildings, and the like. Female convicts, who made up 20% of the convict population, were usually assigned as domestic help to soldiers. Those convicts who behaved were eventually issued with ticket of leave[image: External link], which allowed them a certain degree of freedom. Those who saw out their full sentences or were granted a pardon usually remained in Australia as free settlers, and were able to take on convict servants themselves.

In 1789 former convict James Ruse[image: External link] produced the first successful wheat harvest in NSW. He repeated this success in 1790 and, because of the pressing need for food production in the colony, was rewarded by Governor Phillip with the first land grant made in New South Wales. Ruse's 30 acre grant at Rose Hill, near Parramatta[image: External link],was aptly named 'Experiment Farm'.[19] This was the colony's first successful farming enterprise, and Ruse was soon joined by others. The colony began to grow enough food to support itself, and the standard of living for the residents gradually improved.

In 1804 the Vinegar Hill convict rebellion[image: External link] was led by around 200 escaped, mostly Irish convicts, although it was broken up quickly by the New South Wales Corps[image: External link]. On 26 January 1808, there was a military rebellion against Governor Bligh[image: External link] led by John Macarthur[image: External link]. Following this, Governor Lachlan Macquarie was given a mandate to restore government and discipline in the colony. When he arrived in 1810, he forcibly deported the NSW Corps and brought the 73rd regiment to replace them.


	
13 May 1787 – The 11 ships of the First Fleet leave Portsmouth under the command of Captain Arthur Phillip. Different accounts give varying numbers of passengers but the fleet consisted of at least 1,350 persons of whom 780 were convicts and 570 were free men, women and children and the number included four companies of marines. About 20% of the convicts were women and the oldest convict was 82. About 50% of the convicts had been tried in Middlesex and most of the rest were tried in the county assizes of Devon, Kent and Sussex

	
18 January 1788 – The First Fleet arrived in Botany Bay[image: External link] but the landing party was not impressed with the site, and moved the fleet to Port Jackson, landing in Sydney Cove on 26 January 1788 (now celebrated as Australia Day)

	
April 1789 – A suspicious outbreak of smallpox decimates local tribes. Research by Michael J Bennett[20] published in 2009, corroborated independently by Christopher Warren[21] in 2013, demonstrates this outbreak was most likely deliberate.

	
1790 – the Second Fleet[image: External link] of convicts arrives in Sydney Cove.

	
1791 – Third Fleet[image: External link] of convicts arrives

	
1793 – January: the first free settlers arrive in NSW.

	
1793 – March–April: visit of the expedition led by Alessandro Malaspina[image: External link].

	
1825 - May: Founding of Brisbane[image: External link]


	
14 June 1825 – the colony of Van Diemen's Land is established in its own right; its name is officially changed to Tasmania on 1 January 1856. The first settlement was made at Risdon, Tasmania[image: External link] on 11 September 1803 when Lieut John Bowen landed with about 50 settlers, crew, soldiers and convicts. The site proved unsuitable and was abandoned in August 1804. Lieut-Col David Collins finally established a successful settlement at Hobart in February 1804 with a party of about 260 people, including 178 convicts. (Collins had previously attempted a settlement in Victoria.) Convict ships were sent from England directly to the colony from 1812 to 1853 and over the 50 years from 1803–1853 around 67,000 convicts were transported to Tasmania. About 14,492 were Irish but many of them had been sentenced in English and Scottish courts. Some were also tried locally in other Australian colonies. The Indefatigable brought the first convicts direct from England on 19 October 1812 and by 1820 there were about 2,500 convicts in the colony. By the end of 1833 the number had increased to 14,900 convicts of whom 1864 were females. About 1,448 held ticket of leave[image: External link], 6,573 were assigned to settlers and 275 were recorded as "absconded or missing". In 1835 there were over 800 convicts working in chain-gangs at the penal station at Port Arthur which operated from 1830 to 1877. Convicts were transferred to Van Diemen's Land from Sydney and, in later years, from 1841 to 1847, from Melbourne. Between 1826 and 1840, there were at least 19 ship loads of convicts sent from Van Diemen's Land to Norfolk Island and at other times they were sent from Norfolk Island to Van Diemen's Land.

	
21 January 1827 – Western Australia was established when a small British settlement was established at King George's Sound ( Albany[image: External link]) by Major Edmund Lockyer who was to provide a deterrent to the French presence in the area. On 18 June 1829 the new Swan River Colony was officially proclaimed with Captain James Stirling[image: External link] as the first Governor. Except for the settlement at King George's Sound, the colony was never really a part of NSW. King George's Sound was handed over in 1831. In 1849 the colony was proclaimed a British penal settlement and the first convicts arrived in 1850. Rottnest Island, off the coast of Perth, became the colony's convict settlement in 1838 and was used for local colonial offenders. Around 9,720 British convicts were sent directly to the colony in 43 ships between 1850 and 1868. The convicts were sought by local settlers because of the shortage of labour needed to develop the region. On 9 January 1868, Australia's last convict ship, the Hougoumont brought its final cargo of 269 convicts. Convicts sent to Western Australia were sentenced to terms of 6, 7, 10, 14 and 15 years and some reports suggest that their literacy rate was around 75% as opposed to 50% for those sent to NSW and Tasmania. About a third of the convicts left the Swan River Colony after serving their time.

	
1835 – the Proclamation of Governor Bourke, issued by the Colonial Office and sent to the Governor with Despatch 99 of 10 October 1835, implements the doctrine of terra nullius upon which British settlement was based. Reinforcing the British assertion that the land belonged to no one prior to the British Crown taking possession of it, it effectively quashes pre-existing treaties with Aboriginal peoples (e.g. that signed by John Batman[image: External link]). Its publication in the Colony means that from then on, all people found occupying land without the authority of the government would be considered illegal trespassers. Aboriginal people therefore could not sell or assign the land, nor could an individual person acquire it, other than through distribution by the Crown.[22]


	
28 December 1836 – the British province of South Australia was established. In 1842 it became a crown colony and on 22 July 1861 its area was extended westwards to its present boundary and more area was taken from New South Wales. South Australia was never a British convict colony and between 1836–1840 about 13,400 immigrants arrived in the area. 24,900 more arrived between 1841–1850. Some escaped convicts did settle in the area and no doubt a number of ex-convicts moved there from other colonies. On 4 January 1837 Governor Hindmarsh proclaimed that any offenders convicted in South Australia, and being under sentence of transportation, were to be transported to either New South Wales or Van Diemens Land, by the first opportunity.[23]


	
1841 – New Zealand is separated from New South Wales

	
1851 – Victoria is separated from New South Wales (formerly known as the Port Phillip District of NSW). Apart from castaways and runaway convicts in the 1790s, the first attempt at settlement was made on 13 October 1803 by Lieut. David Collins and his party of soldiers and convicts. Harsh conditions convinced him to abandon the settlement in January 1804. He moved on to Tasmania and it was not until the Henty brothers landed in Portland Bay on 19 November 1834 and John Batman settled on the site of Melbourne that the Port Phillip District was officially sanctioned on 10 April 1837. The first immigrant ships arrived at Port Phillip in 1839. Apart from those involved in early attempts at settlement in 1803 and 1826, the only convicts sent directly to Victoria from Britain were about 1,750 convicts known as the "Exiles" and they arrived between 1844–1849. They were sometimes called the "Pentonvillians" because most of them came from Pentonville Probationary Prison in England. Many ex-convicts and convicts on Tickets of Leave and Conditional Pardons also moved to Port Phillip from Van Diemen's Land.

	
10 December 1859 – Queensland is separated from New South Wales[image: External link]. In 1824 the explorer Lieut. John Oxley[image: External link] took a party of 30 convicts and established a penal colony at Redcliffe. Known as the Moreton Bay Settlement, this later moved to the site now called Brisbane. The name Brisbane Town was in use by 1825 and the main inhabitants in the area were the convicts of the Moreton Bay Penal Station until it was closed in 1839. Around 2,280 convicts were sent to the settlement between 1824–1839 and at the end of 1836 the convict population numbered 337. The first free settlers moved to the district in 1838 and others followed in 1840.

	
23 December 1862 – the area of Queensland is increased. A man named king Jamez arrived in 1877

	
1863 – control of the Northern Territory is granted to the Province (later State) of South Australia. In 1825 the area occupied today by Northern Territory was incorporated into the colony of New South Wales. It was first settled by Europeans in 1824 at Fort Dundas, Port Essington[image: External link]. Its capital city, Darwin was established in 1869 and was originally known as Palmerston. On 1 January 1911, the Northern Territory as we know it today was separated from South Australia and became part of the Commonwealth of Australia.

	
1 January 1901 – the Federation of Australian States to form the Commonwealth of Australia[image: External link].

	
1911 – The ACT is established.
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 Exploration




Main article: European exploration of Australia


In October 1795 George Bass[image: External link] and Matthew Flinders, accompanied by William Martin[image: External link] sailed the boat Tom Thumb out of Port Jackson to Botany Bay[image: External link] and explored the Georges River[image: External link] further upstream than had been done previously by the colonists. Their reports on their return led to the settlement of Banks' Town[image: External link].[25] In March 1796 the same party embarked on a second voyage in a similar small boat, which they also called the Tom Thumb.[26] During this trip they travelled as far down the coast as Lake Illawarra[image: External link], which they called Tom Thumb Lagoon. They discovered and explored Port Hacking[image: External link]. In 1798–99, Bass and Flinders set out in a sloop and circumnavigated Tasmania, thus proving it to be an island.[27]

Aboriginal guides and assistance in the European exploration of the colony were common and often vital to the success of missions. In 1801–02 Matthew Flinders in The Investigator lead the first circumnavigation of Australia. Aboard ship was the Aboriginal explorer Bungaree[image: External link], of the Sydney district, who became the first person born on the Australian continent to circumnavigate the Australian continent.[27] Previously, the famous Bennelong[image: External link] and a companion had become the first people born in the area of New South Wales to sail for Europe, when, in 1792 they accompanied Governor Phillip to England and were presented to King George III[image: External link].[27]

In 1813, Gregory Blaxland[image: External link], William Lawson[image: External link] and William Wentworth[image: External link] succeeded in crossing the formidable barrier of forested gulleys and sheer cliffs presented by the Blue Mountains[image: External link], west of Sydney, by following the ridges instead of looking for a route through the valleys. At Mount Blaxland[image: External link] they looked out over "enough grass to support the stock of the colony for thirty years", and expansion of the British settlement into the interior could begin.[28]

In 1824 the Governor Sir Thomas Brisbane[image: External link], commissioned Hamilton Hume[image: External link] and former Royal Navy Captain William Hovell[image: External link] to lead an expedition to find new grazing land in the south of the colony, and also to find an answer to the mystery of where New South Wales's western rivers flowed. Over 16 weeks in 1824–25, Hume and Hovell[image: External link] journeyed to Port Phillip and back. They made many important discoveries including the Murray River[image: External link] (which they named the Hume), many of its tributaries, and good agricultural and grazing lands between Gunning, New South Wales[image: External link] and Corio Bay, Victoria.[29]

Charles Sturt[image: External link] led an expedition along the Macquarie River[image: External link] in 1828 and discovered the Darling River[image: External link]. A theory had developed that the inland rivers of New South Wales were draining into an inland sea. Leading a second expedition in 1829, Sturt followed the Murrumbidgee River[image: External link] into a 'broad and noble river', the Murray River, which he named after Sir George Murray, secretary of state for the colonies. His party then followed this river to its junction with the Darling River[image: External link], facing two threatening encounters with local Aboriginal people along the way. Sturt continued down river on to Lake Alexandrina[image: External link], where the Murray meets the sea in South Australia. Suffering greatly, the party had to then row back upstream hundreds of kilometres for the return journey.[30]

Surveyor General Sir Thomas Mitchell[image: External link] conducted a series of expeditions from the 1830s to 'fill in the gaps' left by these previous expeditions. He was meticulous in seeking to record the original Aboriginal place names around the colony, for which reason the majority of place names to this day retain their Aboriginal titles.[31]

The Polish scientist/explorer Count Paul Edmund Strzelecki[image: External link] conducted surveying work in the Australian Alps in 1839 and became the first European to ascend Australia's highest peak, which he named Mount Kosciuszko[image: External link] in honour of the Polish patriot Tadeusz Kosciuszko[image: External link].[32]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Growth of free settlement




Traditional Aboriginal[image: External link] society had been governed by councils of elders and a corporate decision-making process, but the first European-style governments established after 1788 were autocratic[image: External link] and run by appointed governors[image: External link] – although English law was transplanted into the Australian colonies by virtue of the doctrine of reception[image: External link], thus notions of the rights and processes established by the Magna Carta[image: External link] and the Bill of Rights 1689[image: External link] were brought from Britain by the colonists. Agitation for representative government began soon after the settlement of the colonies.[33]

The Second Fleet in 1790 brought to Sydney two men who were to play important roles in the colony's future. One was D'Arcy Wentworth[image: External link], whose son, William Charles[image: External link], went on to be an explorer, to found Australia's first newspaper and to become a leader of the movement to abolish convict transportation and establish representative government. The other was John Macarthur[image: External link], a Scottish army officer and founder of the Australian wool industry, which laid the foundations of Australia's future prosperity. Macarthur was a turbulent element: in 1808 he was one of the leaders of the Rum Rebellion[image: External link] against the governor, William Bligh[image: External link].

From about 1815 the colony, under the governorship of Lachlan Macquarie, began to grow rapidly as free settlers arrived and new lands were opened up for farming. Despite the long and arduous sea voyage, settlers were attracted by the prospect of making a new life on virtually free Crown[image: External link] land. From the late 1820s settlement was only authorised in the limits of location, known as the Nineteen Counties[image: External link].

Many settlers occupied land without authority and beyond these authorised settlement limits: they were known as squatters[image: External link] and became the basis of a powerful landowning class. As a result of opposition from the labouring[image: External link] and artisan[image: External link] classes, transportation of convicts to Sydney ended in 1840, although it continued in the smaller colonies of Van Diemen's Land (first settled in 1803, later renamed Tasmania) and Moreton Bay[image: External link] (founded 1824, and later renamed Queensland) for a few years more.

The Swan River Settlement (as Western Australia was originally known), centred on Perth[image: External link], was founded in 1829. The colony suffered from a long-term shortage of labour, and by 1850 local capitalists had succeeded in persuading London to send convicts. (Transportation did not end until 1868.) New Zealand was part of New South Wales until 1840 when it became a separate colony.

The first governments established after 1788 were autocratic and each colony was governed by a British Governor, appointed by the British monarch. There was considerable unhappiness with the way some of the colonies were run. In most cases the administration of the early colonies was carried out by the British military. The New South Wales Corps[image: External link], which was in charge of New South Wales, became known as the "Rum Corps", due to its stranglehold on the distribution of rum[image: External link], which was used as a makeshift currency at the time. In New South Wales this led to the "Rum Rebellion[image: External link]". Although English law was transplanted into the Australian colonies by virtue of the doctrine of reception[image: External link], thus notions of the rights and processes established by the Magna Carta[image: External link] and the Bill of Rights 1689[image: External link] were brought from Britain by the colonists. Agitation for representative government began soon after the settlement of the colonies.[33]

The oldest legislative body in Australia, the New South Wales Legislative Council[image: External link], was created in 1825 as an appointed body to advise the Governor of New South Wales[image: External link]. William Wentworth[image: External link] established the Australian Patriotic Association[image: External link] (Australia's first political party) in 1835 to demand democratic government[image: External link] for New South Wales. The reformist attorney general[image: External link], John Plunkett[image: External link], sought to apply Enlightenment[image: External link] principles to governance in the colony, pursuing the establishment of equality before the law, first by extending jury rights to emancipists[image: External link], then by extending legal protections to convicts, assigned servants and Aborigines. Plunkett twice charged the colonist perpetrators of the Myall Creek massacre[image: External link] of Aborigines with murder, resulting in a conviction and his landmark Church Act of 1836 disestablished the Church of England and established legal equality between Anglicans, Catholics[image: External link], Presbyterians and later Methodists.[34]

In 1840, the Adelaide City Council[image: External link] and the Sydney City Council[image: External link] were established. Men who possessed 1000 pounds worth of property were able to stand for election and wealthy landowners were permitted up to four votes each in elections. Australia's first parliamentary elections were conducted for the New South Wales Legislative Council[image: External link] in 1843, again with voting rights (for males only) tied to property ownership or financial capacity. Voter rights were extended further in New South Wales in 1850 and elections for legislative councils were held in the colonies of Victoria, South Australia and Tasmania.[35]

By the mid-19th century, there was a strong desire for representative and responsible government in the colonies of Australia, later fed by the democratic spirit of the goldfields[image: External link] and the ideas of the great reform movements sweeping Europe[image: External link], the United States[image: External link] and the British Empire[image: External link]. The end of convict transportation accelerated reform in the 1840s and 1850s. The Australian Colonies Government Act [1850] was a landmark development which granted representative constitutions to New South Wales, Victoria, South Australia and Tasmania and the colonies enthusiastically set about writing constitutions which produced democratically progressive parliaments – though the constitutions generally maintained the role of the colonial upper houses as representative of social and economic "interests" and all established constitutional monarchies[image: External link] with the British monarch[image: External link] as the symbolic head of state.[36]
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 Timeline





	1788 – New South Wales, according to Arthur Phillip's amended Commission dated 25 April 1787, includes "all the islands adjacent in the Pacific Ocean" and running westward to the 135th meridian east[image: External link]. These islands included the current islands of New Zealand, which was administered as part of New South Wales.[a]


	1824 - Brisbane[image: External link] is founded

	1825 – New South Wales's western border is extended to 129° E. In the same year, Van Diemen's Land is proclaimed.

	1829 – Swan River Colony is declared by Charles Fremantle[image: External link] for Britain.

	1832 – Swan River Colony has its name changed to Western Australia.

	1836 – South Australia is proclaimed with its western border at 132° E.

	1840 – New Zealand is proclaimed.

	1846 – The colony of North Australia was proclaimed by Letters Patent on 17 February. This was all of New South Wales north of 26° S. Although revoked in December 1846, the colony did formally exist.
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 Economy and trade




The colonies relied heavily on imports from England for survival. The official currency of the colonies was the British pound, but the unofficial currency and most readily accepted trade good was rum[image: External link]. During this period Australian businessmen began to prosper. For example, the partnership of Berry and Wollstonecraft[image: External link] made enormous profits by means of land grants, convict labour, and exporting native cedar back to England.
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 Religion, education, and culture




Since time immemorial in Australia, indigenous people had performed the rites and rituals of the animist religion of the Dreamtime. The permanent presence of Christianity in Australia however, came with the arrival of the First Fleet of British convict ships at Sydney in 1788. As a British colony, the predominant Christian denomination was the Church of England, but one-tenth of all the convicts who came to Australia on the First Fleet were Catholic, and at least half of them were born in Ireland.[37]

A small proportion of British marines were also Catholic. Some of the Irish convicts had been Transported to Australia for political crimes or social rebellion in Ireland, so the authorities were suspicious of the minority religion for the first three decades of settlement.[38] It was therefore the crew of the French explorer La Pérouse[image: External link] who conducted the first Catholic ceremony on Australian soil in 1788 – the burial of Father Louis Receveur[image: External link], a Franciscan monk, who died while the ships were at anchor at Botany Bay[image: External link], while on a mission to explore the Pacific.[39]

In early colonial times, Church of England clergy worked closely with the governors[image: External link]. Richard Johnson[image: External link], Anglican chaplain to the First Fleet, was charged by the governor, Arthur Phillip, with improving "public morality" in the colony, but he was also heavily involved in health and education.[40] The Reverend Samuel Marsden[image: External link] (1765–1838) had magisterial[image: External link] duties, and so was equated with the authorities by the convicts. He became known as the 'floging parson' for the severity of his punishments[41]

Catholic convicts were compelled to attend Church of England services and their children and orphans were raised by the authorities as Protestant.[42] The first Catholic priest colonists arrived in Australia as convicts in 1800 – James Harold, James Dixon[image: External link], and Peter O'Neill, who had been convicted for 'complicity' in the Irish 1798 Rebellion[image: External link]. Fr Dixon was conditionally emancipated and permitted to celebrate Mass[image: External link]. On 15 May 1803, in vestments made from curtains and with a chalice made of tin he conducted the first Catholic Mass in New South Wales.[42]

The Irish led Castle Hill Rebellion[image: External link] of 1804 alarmed the British authorities and Dixon's permission to celebrate Mass was revoked. Fr Jeremiah Flynn, an Irish Cistercian[image: External link], was appointed as Prefect Apostolic[image: External link] of New Holland, and set out from Britain for the colony, uninvited. Watched by authorities, Flynn secretly performed priestly duties before being arrested and deported to London. Reaction to the affair in Britain led to two further priests being allowed to travel to the Colony in 1820 – John Joseph Therry[image: External link] and Philip Connolly[image: External link].[38] The foundation stone for the first St Mary's Cathedral, Sydney[image: External link] was laid on 29 October 1821 by Governor Lachlan Macquarie.

The absence of a Catholic mission in Australia before 1818 reflected the legal disabilities of Catholics in Britain and the difficult position of Ireland within the British Empire. The government therefore endorsed the English Benedictines[image: External link] to lead the early Church in the Colony.[43] The Church of England lost its legal privileges in the Colony of New South Wales by the Church Act of 1836. Drafted by the reformist attorney-general[image: External link] John Plunkett[image: External link], the Act established legal equality for Anglicans, Catholics and Presbyterians and was later extended to Methodists.[44] Catholic missionary William Ullathorne[image: External link] criticised the convict system, publishing a pamphlet, The Horrors of Transportation Briefly Unfolded to the People, in Britain in 1837.[45] Laywoman Caroline Chisolm[image: External link] did ecumenical work to alleviate the suffering of female migrants.

Initially, education was informal, primarily occurring in the home.[citation needed[image: External link]] At the instigation of the then British Prime Minister, the Duke of Wellington[image: External link], and with the patronage of King William IV[image: External link], Australia's oldest surviving independent school, The King's School, Parramatta[image: External link], was founded in 1831 as part of an effort to establish grammar schools in the colony.[46] By 1833, there were around ten Catholic schools in the Australian colonies.[38] Today one in five Australian students attend Catholic schools.[47]

Sydney's first Catholic Bishop, John Bede Polding[image: External link] requested a community of nuns be sent to the colony and five Irish Sisters of Charity[image: External link] arrived in 1838 to set about pastoral care of convict women and work in schools and hospitals before going on to found their own schools and hospitals.[48] At Polding's request, the Christian Brothers[image: External link] arrived in Sydney in 1843 to assist in schools. Establishing themselves first at Sevenhill[image: External link], in South Australia in 1848, the Jesuits[image: External link] were the first religious order of priests to enter and establish houses in South Australia, Victoria, Queensland and the Northern Territory – where they established schools and missions.

Some Australian folksongs[image: External link] date to this period.

Among the first true works of Australian literature produced over this period was the accounts of the settlement of Sydney by Watkin Tench[image: External link], a captain of the marines on the First Fleet to arrive in 1788. In 1819, poet, explorer, journalist and politician William Wentworth[image: External link] published the first book written by an Australian: A Statistical, Historical, and Political Description of the Colony of New South Wales and Its Dependent Settlements in Van Diemen's Land, With a Particular Enumeration of the Advantages Which These Colonies Offer for Emigration and Their Superiority in Many Respects Over Those Possessed by the United States of America,[49] in which he advocated an elected assembly for New South Wales, trial by jury and settlement of Australia by free emigrants rather than convicts. In 1838 The Guardian: a tale by Anna Maria Bunn[image: External link] was published in Sydney. It was the first Australian novel printed and published in mainland Australia and the first Australian novel written by a woman. It is a Gothic[image: External link] romance.[50]

European traditions of Australian theatre[image: External link] also came with the First Fleet, with the first production being performed in 1789 by convicts : The Recruiting Officer[image: External link] by George Farquhar[image: External link].[51] Two centuries later, the extraordinary circumstances of the foundations of Australian theatre were recounted in Our Country's Good[image: External link] by Timberlake Wertenbaker[image: External link]: the participants were prisoners watched by sadistic guards and the leading lady was under threat of the death penalty. The play is based on Thomas Keneally's novel The Playmaker[image: External link].[51] The Theatre Royal, Hobart[image: External link], opened in 1837 and it remains the oldest theatre in Australia.[52] The Melbourne Athenaeum[image: External link] is one of the oldest public institutions in Australia, founded in 1839 and it served as library, school of arts and dance hall (and later became Australia's first cinema, screening The Story of the Kelly Gang, the world's first feature film in 1906).[53] The Queen's Theatre, Adelaide[image: External link] opened with Shakespeare[image: External link] in 1841 and is today the oldest theatre on the mainland.[54]
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 Aboriginal resistance




See also: Australian Frontier Wars[image: External link] and History of Indigenous Australians


Aboriginal reactions to the sudden arrival of British settlers were varied, but often hostile when the presence of the colonisers led to competition over resources, and to the occupation by the British of Aboriginal lands. European diseases decimated Aboriginal populations, and the occupation or destruction of lands and food resources led to starvation. By contrast with New Zealand, where the Treaty of Waitangi[image: External link] was seen to legitimise British settlement, no treaty was signed with Aborigines, who never authorised British colonisation.

According to the historian Geoffrey Blainey[image: External link], in Australia during the colonial period:


"In a thousand isolated places there were occasional shootings and spearings. Even worse, smallpox, measles, influenza and other new diseases swept from one Aboriginal camp to another ... The main conqueror of Aborigines was to be disease and its ally, demoralisation".[55]



Since the 1980s, the use of the word "invasion" to describe the British colonisation of Australia has been highly controversial[image: External link]. According to Australian Henry Reynolds[image: External link] however, government officials and ordinary settlers in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries frequently used words such as "invasion" and "warfare" to describe their presence and relations with Indigenous Australians. In his book The Other Side of the Frontier[image: External link],[56] Reynolds described in detail armed resistance by Aboriginal people to white encroachments by means of guerilla warfare, beginning in the eighteenth century and continuing into the early twentieth.

In the early years of colonisation, David Collins, the senior legal officer in the Sydney settlement, wrote of local Aborigines:


While they entertain the idea of our having dispossessed them of their residences, they must always consider us as enemies; and upon this principle they [have] made a point of attacking the white people whenever opportunity and safety concurred.[57]



In 1847, Western Australian barrister E.W. Landor stated: "We have seized upon the country, and shot down the inhabitants, until the survivors have found it expedient to submit to our rule. We have acted as Julius Caesar[image: External link] did when he took possession of Britain[image: External link]."[58] In most cases, Reynolds says, Aborigines initially resisted British presence. In a letter to the Launceston Advertiser in 1831, a settler wrote:


We are at war with them: they look upon us as enemies – as invaders – as oppressors and persecutors – they resist our invasion. They have never been subdued, therefore they are not rebellious subjects, but an injured nation, defending in their own way, their rightful possessions which have been torn from them by force.[59]



Reynolds quotes numerous writings by settlers who, in the first half of the nineteenth century, described themselves as living in fear and even in terror due to attacks by Aborigines determined to kill them or drive them off their lands. He argues that Aboriginal resistance was, in some cases at least, temporarily effective; the Aboriginal killings of men, sheep and cattle, and burning of white homes and crops, drove some settlers to ruin. Aboriginal resistance continued well beyond the middle of the nineteenth century, and in 1881 the editor of The Queenslander[image: External link] wrote:


During the last four or five years the human life and property destroyed by the aborigines in the North total up to a serious amount. [...] [S]ettlement on the land, and the development of the mineral and other resources on the country, have been in a great degree prohibited by the hostility of the blacks, which still continues with undiminished spirit.[60]



Reynolds argues that continuous Aboriginal resistance for well over a century belies the "myth" of peaceful settlement in Australia. Settlers in turn often reacted to Aboriginal resistance with great violence, resulting in numerous indiscriminate massacres by whites of Aboriginal men, women and children.[61] Among the most famous massacres of the early nineteenth century were the Pinjarra massacre[image: External link] and the Myall Creek massacre[image: External link].

Famous Aborigines who resisted British colonisation in the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries include Pemulwuy[image: External link] and Yagan[image: External link]. In Tasmania, the "Black War[image: External link]" was fought in the first half of the nineteenth century.
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 Representations in literature and film





	
Marcus Clarke[image: External link]'s 1874 novel, For the Term of his Natural Life[image: External link], and the 1983 television adaptation of the novel.

	
Eleanor Dark[image: External link]'s 1947 Timeless Land trilogy, which spans the colonisation from 1788–1811. The 1980s television drama, The Timeless Land[image: External link], was based on this trilogy.

	D. Manning Richards. Destiny in Sydney[image: External link]: An epic novel of convicts, Aborigines, and Chinese embroiled in the birth of Sydney, Australia. First book in Sydney series. Washington DC: Aries Books, 2012. ISBN 978-0-9845410-0-3[image: External link]
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 See also





	Europeans in Oceania[image: External link]

	European Australian[image: External link]

	Journals of the First Fleet[image: External link]



History of Australia:


	History of Australia (1851–1900)
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 Further reading





	Lepailleur, François-Maurice. 1980. Land of a Thousand Sorrows. The Australian Prison Journal 1840–1842, of the Exiled Canadien Patriote, François-Maurice Lepailleur. Trans. and edited by F. Murray Greenwood. University of British Columbia Press, Vancouver. ISBN 0-7748-0123-9[image: External link].

	Duyker, Edward & Maryse. 2001. Voyage to Australia and the Pacific 1791–1793. Melbourne University Press. ISBN 0-522-84932-6[image: External link].

	Duyker, Edward & Maryse. 2003. Citizen Labillardière – A Naturalist's Life in Revolution and Exploration. The Miegunyah Press. ISBN 0-522-85010-3[image: External link].

	Horner, Frank. 1995. Looking for La Pérouse. Melbourne University Press. ISBN 0-522-84451-0[image: External link].
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 Notes






	
^ For example the UK Act New South Wales Judicature Act 1823 made specific provision for administration of justice of New Zealand by the New South Wales Courts; stating "And be it further enacted that the said supreme courts in New South Wales and Van Diemen's Land respectively shall and may inquire of hear and determine all treasons piracies felonies robberies murders conspiracies and other offences of what nature or kind soever committed or that shall be committed upon the sea or in any haven river creek or place where the admiral or admirals have power authority or jurisdiction or committed or that shall be committed in the islands of New Zealand".
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Indigenous Australians






"Australian peoples" redirects here. For other people of Australia, see Australians.



	Indigenous Australians



	Total population



	669,881 (2011)

3% of Australia's population (2011)[1]




	Population distribution by state/territory



	


	
 New South Wales

	208,476
	(2.89%)



	
 Queensland

	188,954
	(4.22%)



	
 Western Australia

	88,270
	(3.75%)



	
 Northern Territory

	68,850
	(29.77%)



	
 Victoria

	47,333
	(0.85%)



	
 South Australia

	37,408
	(2.28%)



	
 Tasmania

	24,165
	(4.72%)



	
 Australian Capital Territory

	6,160
	(1.67%)








	Languages



	Several hundred Indigenous Australian languages (many extinct or nearly so), Australian English, Australian Aboriginal English[image: External link], Torres Strait Creole[image: External link], Kriol[image: External link]




	Religion



	
Christianity[image: External link] 73%

Non-religious[image: External link] 24%

Traditional Aboriginal religion[image: External link] 1%



	Related ethnic groups



	
see List of Indigenous Australian group names[image: External link]





Indigenous Australians are the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people of Australia, descended from groups that existed in Australia and surrounding islands prior to European colonisation. The earliest definitely human remains found in Australia are those of Mungo Man LM3 and Mungo Lady[image: External link], which have been dated at about 50,000 years old,[2] although the time of arrival of the first Indigenous Australians is a matter of debate among researchers, with estimates including thermoluminescence dating[image: External link] to between 61,000 and 52,000 years ago,[3] as well as a suggestion of up to 125,000 years ago[4] and a recent study by Hugo Reyes-Centeno, in 2014, suggesting 100,000 years ago.[5]

Although there are a number of commonalities between indigenous Aboriginal Australians, there is also a great diversity among different Indigenous communities and societies in Australia, each with its own mixture of cultures, customs and languages. In present-day Australia these groups are further divided into local communities.[6] At the time of initial European settlement, over 250 languages were spoken; it is currently estimated that 120 to 145 of these remain in use, but only 13 of these are not considered endangered.[7][8] Aboriginal people today mostly speak English, with Aboriginal phrases and words being added to create Australian Aboriginal English[image: External link] (which also has a tangible influence of Indigenous languages in the phonology and grammatical structure). The population of Indigenous Australians at the time of permanent European settlement is contentious and has been estimated at between 318,000[9] and 1,000,000[10] with the distribution being similar to that of the current Australian population, with the majority living in the south-east, centred along the Murray River[image: External link].[11] A population collapse following European settlement, and a smallpox epidemic spreading three years after the arrival of Europeans may have caused a massive and early depopulation.[12][13]

Since 1995, the Australian Aboriginal Flag[image: External link] and the Torres Strait Islander Flag[image: External link] have been among the official flags of Australia[image: External link].
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See also: Aboriginal Australians and Torres Strait Islanders
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Though Indigenous Australians are seen as being broadly related as part of what has been called the Australoid race[image: External link],[14] there are significant differences in social, cultural and linguistic customs between the various Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander groups.

The word aboriginal[image: External link] has been in the English language since at least the 16th century, to mean, "first or earliest known, indigenous". It comes from the Latin word aborigines, derived from ab (from) and origo (origin, beginning).[15] The word was used in Australia to describe its indigenous peoples[image: External link] as early as 1789. It soon became capitalised and employed as the common name to refer to all Indigenous Australians.

Strictly speaking, Aborigine is the noun and Aboriginal the adjectival form; however, the latter is often also employed as a noun. Use of either Aborigine(s) or Aboriginal(s) to refer to individuals has acquired negative connotations in some sectors of the community, and it is generally regarded as insensitive and even offensive.[16][17] The more acceptable and correct expression is Aboriginal Australians or Aboriginal people. The term Indigenous Australians, which also includes Torres Strait Islander peoples, has found increasing acceptance, particularly since the 1980s.[18]
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 Regional groups




Main article: List of Indigenous Australian group names[image: External link]


The broad term Aboriginal Australians includes many regional groups that often identify under names from local Indigenous languages. These include:


	
Murrawarri people – see Murrawarri Republic[image: External link] and Murawari language[image: External link];

	
Koori[image: External link] (or Koorie) in New South Wales and Victoria (Victorian Aborigines[image: External link]);

	
Ngunnawal[image: External link] in the Australian Capital Territory and surrounding areas of New South Wales;

	Goorie in South East Queensland and some parts of northern New South Wales;

	
Murrdi in Southwest and Central Queensland;

	
Murri[image: External link] used in Queensland and northern New South Wales where specific collective names (such as Gorrie or Murrdi) are not used;

	
Nyungar[image: External link] in southern Western Australia;

	
Yamatji[image: External link] in central Western Australia;

	
Wangai[image: External link] in the Western Australian Goldfields[image: External link];

	
Nunga[image: External link] in southern South Australia;

	
Anangu[image: External link] in northern South Australia, and neighbouring parts of Western Australia and Northern Territory;

	
Yapa in western central Northern Territory;

	
Arrernte[image: External link] in central Australia;

	
Yolngu[image: External link] in eastern Arnhem Land[image: External link] (NT);

	
Bininj in Western Arnhem Land[image: External link] (NT);

	
Tiwi[image: External link] on Tiwi Islands[image: External link] off Arnhem Land[image: External link].

	
Anindilyakwa[image: External link] on Groote Eylandt[image: External link] off Arnhem Land[image: External link];

	
Palawah[image: External link] (or Pallawah) in Tasmania.



These larger groups may be further subdivided; for example, Anangu (meaning a person from Australia's central desert region) recognises localised subdivisions such as Pitjantjatjara[image: External link], Yankunytjatjara[image: External link], Ngaanyatjarra[image: External link], Luritja[image: External link] and Antikirinya. It is estimated that prior to the arrival of British settlers, the population of Indigenous Australians was approximately 318,000–750,000 across the continent.[10]
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 Torres Strait Islanders




Main article: Torres Strait Islanders


The Torres Strait Islanders possess a heritage and cultural history distinct from Aboriginal traditions. The eastern Torres Strait Islanders in particular are related to the Papuan peoples of New Guinea[image: External link], and speak a Papuan language[image: External link].[19] Accordingly, they are not generally included under the designation "Aboriginal Australians". This has been another factor in the promotion of the more inclusive term "Indigenous Australians". Six percent of Indigenous Australians identify themselves fully as Torres Strait[image: External link] Islanders. A further 4% of Indigenous Australians identify themselves as having both Torres Strait Islander and Aboriginal heritage.[20]

The Torres Strait Islands[image: External link] comprise over 100 islands[21] which were annexed by Queensland in 1879.[21] Many Indigenous organisations incorporate the phrase "Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander" to highlight the distinctiveness and importance of Torres Strait Islanders in Australia's Indigenous population.

Eddie Mabo[image: External link] was from "Mer" or Murray Island[image: External link] in the Torres Strait, which the famous Mabo decision of 1992 involved.[21]
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 The terms "black" and "blackfella"




Further information: Blackfella[image: External link]


The term "black" has been used to refer to Indigenous Australians since European settlement.[22] While originally related to skin colour[image: External link], the term is used today to indicate Aboriginal heritage or culture in general and refers to any people of such heritage regardless of their level of skin pigmentation.[23]

In the 1970s, many Aboriginal activists, such as Gary Foley[image: External link], proudly embraced the term "black", and writer Kevin Gilbert[image: External link]'s ground-breaking book from the time was entitled Living Black. The book included interviews with several members of the Aboriginal community, including Robert Jabanungga[image: External link], reflecting on contemporary Aboriginal culture. A less formal term, used by Indigenous Australians themselves and not normally derogatory, is " blackfellas[image: External link]", as distinguished from "whitefellas".
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 History




Main articles: History of Indigenous Australians, Prehistory of Australia, and Australian archaeology


See also: Aboriginal Australians § Origins[image: External link]




	This article is missing information about pre-European contact technology. Please expand the article to include this information. Further details may exist on the talk page[image: External link]. (January 2016)
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 Migration to Australia




Several settlements of humans in Australia have been dated around 49,000 years ago,[24][25] thermoluminescence dating[image: External link] is between 61,000 and 52,000 years ago,[3] with a possible range of up to 125,000 years ago,[26] and genetic studies appear to support an arrival date of at least 44,000 years ago.[27][28]

The earliest anatomically modern human remains found in Australia (and outside of Africa[image: External link]) are those of Mungo Man[image: External link]; they have been dated at 42,000 years old.[29][30] The initial comparison of the mitochondrial DNA[image: External link] from the skeleton known as Lake Mungo 3 (LM3) with that of ancient and modern Aborigines indicated that Mungo Man is not related to Australian Aborigines.[31] However, these findings have been met with a general lack of acceptance in scientific communities.[citation needed[image: External link]] The sequence has been criticised as there has been no independent testing, and it has been suggested that the results may be due to posthumous modification and thermal degradation of the DNA.[32][33][34][35] Although the contested results seem to indicate that Mungo Man may have been an extinct subspecies that diverged before the most recent common ancestor of contemporary humans,[31] the administrative body for the Mungo National Park believes that present-day local Aborigines are descended from the Lake Mungo remains.[36] Independent DNA testing is unlikely as the Indigenous custodians are not expected to allow further invasive investigations.[37]

It is generally believed that Aboriginal people are the descendants of a single migration into the continent, a people that split from the first modern human populations to leave Africa 64,000 to 75,000 years ago,[38] although a minority proposed an earlier theory that there were three waves of migration,[39] most likely island hopping by boat during periods of low sea levels (see Prehistory of Australia). Recent work with mitochondrial DNA suggests a founder population of between 1,000 and 3,000 women to produce the genetic diversity observed, which suggests "that initial colonization of the continent would have required deliberate organized sea travel, involving hundreds of people".[40] Aboriginal people seem to have lived a long time in the same environment as the now extinct Australian megafauna.[41]

Genetically, while Indigenous Australians are most closely related to Melanesian[image: External link] and Papuan[image: External link] people, there is also a Eurasian component that could indicate South Asian[image: External link] admixture or more recent European influence.[42][43] Research indicates a single founding Sahul group with subsequent isolation between regional populations which were relatively unaffected by later migrations from the Asian mainland, which may have introduced the dingo 4-5,000 years ago. The research also suggests a divergence from the Papuan people of New Guinea and Mamanwa people[image: External link] of the Philippines about 32,000 years ago with a rapid population expansion about 5,000 years ago.[43] A 2011 genetic study found evidence that the Aboriginal, Papuan and Mamanwa peoples carry some of the genes associated with the Denisovan[image: External link] peoples of Asia, (not found amongst populations in mainland Asia) suggesting that modern and archaic humans interbred in Asia approximately 44,000 years ago, before Australia separated from Papua New Guinea and the migration to Australia.[27][28] A 2012 paper reports that there is also evidence of a substantial genetic flow from India to northern Australia estimated at slightly over four thousand years ago, a time when changes in tool technology and food processing appear in the Australian archaeological record, suggesting that these may be related.[44]
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 Before European contact




Aboriginal people mainly lived as foragers[image: External link] and hunter-gatherers, hunting and foraging for food from the land. Although Aboriginal society was generally mobile, or semi-nomadic[image: External link], moving according to the changing food availability found across different areas as seasons changed, the mode of life and material cultures varied greatly from region to region, and there were permanent settlements[45] and agriculture[46] in some areas. The greatest population density was to be found in the southern and eastern regions of the continent, the River Murray[image: External link] valley in particular.

There is evidence that some Aboriginal populations in northern Australia regularly traded[image: External link] with Makassan[image: External link] fishermen from Indonesia before the arrival of Europeans.[47][48]

At the time of first European contact, it is generally estimated that the pre-1788 population was 314,000, while recent archaeological finds suggest that a population of 500,000 to 750,000 could have been sustained, with some ecologists[image: External link] estimating a population of up to a million or two people was possible.[10][49][50] More recent work suggests that Aboriginal populations exceeded 1.2 million 500 years ago, but may have fallen somewhat with the introduction of disease pathogens from Eurasia in the last 500 years.[51] The population was split into 250 individual "nations", many of which were in alliance with one another, and within each nation there existed separate, often related " clans[image: External link]", from as few as 5 or 6 to as many as 30 or 40. Each "nation" had its own language, and a few had several.[52]

All evidence suggests that the section of the Australian continent now occupied by Queensland was the single most densely populated area of pre-contact Australia.



	Distribution of the pre-contact Indigenous population when imposed on the current Australian states and territories



	State/territory
	1930-estimated share of population
	1988-estimated share of population
	Distribution of trad. tribal land



	Queensland
	38.2%
	37.9%
	34.2%



	Western Australia
	19.7%
	20.2%
	22.1%



	Northern Territory
	15.9%
	12.6%
	17.2%



	New South Wales
	15.3%
	18.9%
	10.3%



	Victoria
	4.8%
	5.7%
	5.7%



	South Australia
	4.8%
	4.0%
	8.6%



	Tasmania
	1.4%
	0.6%
	2.0%




The evidence based on two independent sources thus suggests that the territory of Queensland had a pre-contact Indigenous population density twice that of New South Wales, at least six times that of Victoria and more than twenty times that of Tasmania.[ dubious[image: External link] – discuss[image: External link]] Equally, there are signs that the population density of Indigenous Australia was comparatively higher in the north-eastern sections of New South Wales, and along the northern coast from the Gulf of Carpentaria[image: External link] and westward including certain sections of Northern Territory and Western Australia. (See also Horton's Map of Aboriginal Australia.[54])
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 British colonisation




Main articles: Australian frontier wars and List of massacres of Indigenous Australians[image: External link]


British colonisation of Australia began with the arrival of the First Fleet in Botany Bay[image: External link], New South Wales, in 1788. Settlements were subsequently established in Tasmania (1803), Victoria (1803), Queensland (1824), the Northern Territory (1824), Western Australia (1826), and South Australia (1836).

One immediate consequence was a series of epidemics of European diseases such as measles[image: External link], smallpox[image: External link] and tuberculosis[image: External link]. In the 19th century, smallpox was the principal cause of Aboriginal deaths, and was listed in the inventory of goods brought by the first fleet.[55] There is contention as to whether smallpox was deliberately introduced, or spread from Macassan[image: External link] traders from the north.[56] This smallpox epidemic in 1789 is estimated to have killed up to 90% of the Darug people[image: External link]. The cause of the outbreak is disputed. Some scholars have attributed it to European settlers,[57][58][59] but it is also argued that Macassan[image: External link] fishermen from South Sulawesi[image: External link] and nearby islands may have introduced smallpox to Australia prior to the arrival of Europeans.[60] A third suggestion is that the outbreak was caused by contact with members of the First Fleet.[61] A fourth theory is that the epidemic was of chickenpox[image: External link], not smallpox, carried by members of the First Fleet, and to which the Aborigines also had no immunity.[62][63][64][65]

Another consequence of British colonisation was European seizure of land and water resources, with the decimation of kangaroo and other indigenous foodstuffs which continued throughout the 19th and early 20th centuries as rural lands were converted for sheep and cattle grazing.[citation needed[image: External link]] In 1819, Governor Macquarrie declared total warfare against the Walpuri people of Western New South Wales, waging a war of extermination against them.[66] Settlers also participated in the rape and forcible prostitution of Aboriginal women.[67] Despite this a number of Europeans, including convicts, formed favourable impressions of Aboriginal life through living with Aboriginal Groups.[68]

In 1834 there occurred the first recorded use of Aboriginal trackers[image: External link], who proved very adept at navigating their way through the Australian landscape and finding people.[69]

During the 1860s, Tasmanian Aboriginal[image: External link] skulls were particularly sought internationally for studies into craniofacial anthropometry[image: External link]. The skeleton of Truganini[image: External link], a Tasmanian Aboriginal who died in 1876, was exhumed within two years of her death despite her pleas to the contrary by the Royal Society of Tasmania[image: External link], and later placed on display. Campaigns continue to have Aboriginal body parts returned to Australia for burial; Truganini's body was returned in 1976 and cremated, and her ashes were scattered according to her wishes.

In 1868, a group of mostly Aboriginal cricketers[image: External link] toured England, becoming the first Australian cricket team to travel overseas.[70]
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 Twentieth and twenty-first centuries




By 1900, the recorded Indigenous population of Australia had declined to approximately 93,000.[71] However, this was only a partial count as both mainstream and tribal Aboriginal people and Torres Strait Islanders were poorly covered, with desert Aboriginal peoples not counted at all until the 1930s.[72] The last uncontacted tribe[image: External link] left the Gibson Desert in 1984.[73] During the first half of the twentieth century, many Indigenous Australians worked as stockmen[image: External link] on sheep stations[image: External link] and cattle stations[image: External link] for extremely low wages. The Indigenous population continued to decline, reaching a low of 74,000 in 1933 before numbers began to recover. By 1995, population numbers had reached pre-colonisation levels, and in 2010 there were around 563,000 Indigenous Australians.[49]

Although, as British subjects[image: External link], all Indigenous Australians were nominally entitled to vote, generally only those who merged into mainstream society did so. Only Western Australia and Queensland specifically excluded Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people from the electoral rolls. Despite the Commonwealth Franchise Act 1902[image: External link], which excluded "Aboriginal natives of Australia, Asia, Africa and Pacific Islands except New Zealand" from voting unless they were on the roll before 1901, South Australia insisted that all voters enfranchised within its borders would remain eligible to vote in the Commonwealth, and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people continued to be added to their rolls, albeit haphazardly.[72]

Despite efforts to bar their enlistment, over 1,000 Indigenous Australians fought for Australia in the First World War.[74]

1934 saw the first appeal to the High Court by an Aboriginal Australian, and it succeeded. Dhakiyarr was found to have been wrongly convicted of the murder of a white policeman, for which he had been sentenced to death; the case focused national attention on Aboriginal rights[image: External link] issues. Dhakiyarr disappeared upon release.[75][76] In 1938, the 150th anniversary of the arrival of the British First Fleet was marked as a Day of Mourning[image: External link] and Protest at an Aboriginal meeting in Sydney, and has since become marked around Australia as "Invasion Day" or "Survival Day" by Aboriginal protesters and their supporters.[77]

Hundreds of Indigenous Australians served in the Australian armed forces during World War Two – including with the Torres Strait Light Infantry Battalion[image: External link] and The Northern Territory Special Reconnaissance Unit[image: External link], which were established to guard Australia's North[image: External link] against the threat of Japanese invasion.[78] Unfortunately they were prevented from fraternising with their fellow soldiers upon return to Australia after the wars, through legislative impediments in all states and territories.

The 1960s was a pivotal decade in the assertion of Aboriginal rights and a time of growing collaboration between Aboriginal activists and white Australian activists.[79] In 1962, Commonwealth legislation specifically gave Aboriginal people the right to vote in Commonwealth elections.[80] A group of University of Sydney[image: External link] students organised a bus tour of western and coastal New South Wales towns in 1965 to raise awareness of the state of Aboriginal health and living conditions. This Freedom Ride[image: External link] also aimed to highlight the social discrimination faced by Aboriginal people and encourage Aboriginal people themselves to resist discrimination.[81] In 1966, Vincent Lingiari[image: External link] led a famous walk-off of Indigenous employees of Wave Hill Station[image: External link] in protest against poor pay and conditions[82] (later the subject of the Paul Kelly song "From Little Things Big Things Grow[image: External link]").[83] The landmark 1967 referendum[image: External link] called by Prime Minister Harold Holt[image: External link] allowed the Commonwealth to make laws with respect to Aboriginal people by modifying section 51(xxvi)[image: External link] of the Constitution, and for Aboriginal people to be included when the country does a count to determine electoral representation by repealing section 127[image: External link]. The referendum passed with 90.77% voter support.[84]

In the controversial 1971 Gove land rights case[image: External link], Justice Blackburn ruled that Australia had been terra nullius before British settlement, and that no concept of native title[image: External link] existed in Australian law. In 1971, Neville Bonner[image: External link] joined the Australian Senate as a Senator for Queensland for the Liberal Party[image: External link], becoming the first Indigenous Australian in the Federal Parliament. A year later, the Aboriginal Tent Embassy[image: External link] was established on the steps of Parliament House in Canberra[image: External link]. In 1976, Sir Douglas Nicholls[image: External link] was appointed as the 28th Governor of South Australia, the first Aboriginal person appointed to vice-regal office.[85]

In sport Evonne Goolagong Cawley[image: External link] became the world number-one ranked tennis player in 1971 and won 14 Grand Slam titles during her career. In 1973 Arthur Beetson[image: External link] became the first Indigenous Australian to captain his country in any sport when he first led the Australian National Rugby League team, the Kangaroos[image: External link].[86] In 1982, Mark Ella[image: External link] became Captain of the Australian National Rugby Union[image: External link] Team, the Wallabies[image: External link].[87] In 1984, a group of[image: External link] Pintupi[image: External link] people who were living a traditional hunter-gatherer desert-dwelling life were tracked down in the Gibson Desert in Western Australia and brought in to a settlement. They are believed to have been the last uncontacted tribe[image: External link] in Australia.[88] In 1985, the Australian government returned ownership of Uluru (formerly known as Ayers Rock) to the Pitjantjatjara[image: External link] Aboriginal people.

In 1992, the High Court of Australia reversed Justic Blackburn's ruling and handed down its decision in the Mabo Case[image: External link], declaring the previous legal concept of terra nullius to be invalid. A Constitutional Convention which selected a Republican model for the Referendum in 1998 included just six Indigenous participants, leading Monarchist delegate Neville Bonner[image: External link] to end his contribution to the Convention with his Jagera Tribal Sorry Chant in sadness at the low number of Indigenous representatives. The Republican Model, as well as a proposal for a new Constitutional Preamble which would have included the "honouring" of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people, was put to referendum[image: External link] but did not succeed.[89]

In 1999, the Australian Parliament passed a Motion of Reconciliation[image: External link] drafted by Prime Minister John Howard[image: External link] in consultation with Aboriginal Senator Aden Ridgeway[image: External link] naming mistreatment of Indigenous Australians as the most "blemished chapter in our national history", although the Prime Minister, John Howard, refused to offer any formal apology.[90]

In 2000, Aboriginal sprinter Cathy Freeman[image: External link] lit the Olympic flame[image: External link] at the opening ceremony of the 2000 Summer Olympics in Sydney, and went on to win the 400 metres[image: External link] at the Games. In 2001, the Federal Government dedicated Reconciliation Place[image: External link] in Canberra.

In 2004, the Australian Government abolished the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission[image: External link] amidst allegations of corruption.[91]

In 2007, Prime Minister John Howard[image: External link] and Indigenous Affairs Minister Mal Brough[image: External link] launched the Northern Territory National Emergency Response[image: External link] (also known as the Northern Territory Intervention), in response to the Little Children are Sacred[image: External link] Report into allegations of child abuse among Indigenous communities. The government banned alcohol in prescribed communities in the Territory; quarantined a percentage of welfare payments for essential goods purchasing; dispatched additional police and medical personnel to the region; and suspended the permit system for access to Indigenous communities.[92] In addition to these measures, the army were released into communities[93] and there were increased police powers, which are still being increased today with the 'paperless arrests' legislation.[94] In 2010, United Nations[image: External link] Special Rapporteur James Anaya found the Emergency Response to be racially discriminatory, and said that aspects of it represented a limitation on "individual autonomy".[95][96] Indigenous Affairs Minister Jenny Macklin[image: External link] disagreed, saying that her duty to protect the rights of children was paramount; the Opposition questioned whether Anaya had adequately consulted; and Indigenous leaders like Warren Mundine[image: External link] and Bess Price[image: External link] criticised the UN findings.[97][98] The Intervention has continued.

On 13 February 2008, Prime Minister Kevin Rudd[image: External link], reversed Howard's decision and issued a public apology to members of the Stolen Generations on behalf of the Australian Government.

In the general election of 2010[image: External link], Ken Wyatt[image: External link] of the Liberal Party[image: External link] became the first Indigenous Australian elected to the Australian House of Representatives.

In 2010, the federal government appointed a panel comprising Indigenous leaders, other legal experts and some members of parliament (including Ken Wyatt) to provide advice on how best to recognise Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples in the federal constitution. The panel issued a discussion paper and launched a website, under the heading "You Me Unity". These invited submissions and participation in consultation sessions. More than 3,500 submissions were received and more than 200 public consultations and other meetings were held, including meetings in remote communities. An interim communiqué in December 2010 indicated majority support for constitutional recognition and for removing the sections of the federal constitution that permit discrimination on the basis of race. The panel provided the final report to the federal government in January 2012.[99] The panel made a number of recommendations for constitutional reform. The recommendations included the deletion of Section 25 of the Constitution of Australia[image: External link], which permits any State to disqualify "persons of any race" from voting (and excluding those people when "reckoning the number of the people") and Section 51(xxvi)[image: External link], which empowers the federal parliament to make special laws for people of any particular race. The repeal of these sections would remove the word "race" from the Constitution of Australia entirely. It was also recommended that three new sections be included: sections 51A, 116A and 127A to ensure meaningful recognition and further protection from discrimination. The federal government is not bound by the panel's recommendations, and their adoption will depend on whether they receive the necessary political and public support for success at the proposed 2013 Referendum to recognise Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples in the Constitution.[100]

On 23 November 2011, the Stronger Futures policy[image: External link] legislation was introduced to the Parliament by Jenny Macklin[image: External link], the Minister for Families, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs[image: External link]. The policy intends to address key issues that exist within Aboriginal communities of the Northern Territory such as unemployment, school attendance and enrolment, alcohol abuse, community safety and child protection, food security and housing and land reforms. The policy has been criticised by organisations such as Amnesty International[image: External link] and Concerned Citizens of Australia. The Stand for Freedom campaign leads the public movement against this legislation and criticises many measures of the legislation since they maintain "racially-discriminatory" elements of the Northern Territory Emergency Response[image: External link] Act and continue control of the Australian Government[image: External link] over "Aboriginal people and their lands".[101] However, several prominent members of the Australian Government[image: External link] continue to voice support for the Stronger Futures policy.

In the general election of 2016[image: External link], Linda Burney[image: External link] of the Australian Labor Party became the second Indigenous Australian, and the first Indigenous Australian woman, elected to the Australian House of Representatives.[102] She was immediately appointed Shadow Minister[image: External link] for Human Services.[103]
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 Society, language, culture, and technology




Main article: Indigenous Australian culture[image: External link]


There are a large number of tribal divisions[image: External link] and language groups[image: External link] in Aboriginal Australia, and, correspondingly, a wide variety of diversity exists within cultural practices. However, there are some similarities between cultures.
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 Languages




Main articles: Australian Aboriginal English[image: External link], Australian Aboriginal languages, and Australian Aboriginal sign languages[image: External link]


According to the 2005 National Indigenous Languages Survey (NILS), at the time the Australian continent was colonised, there were around 250 different Indigenous languages, with the larger language groups each having up to 100 related dialects. Some of these languages were only ever spoken by perhaps 50 to 100 people. Indigenous languages are divided into language groups with from ten to twenty-four language families identified.[7] It is currently estimated that up to 145 Indigenous languages remain in use, of which fewer than 20 are considered to be strong in the sense that they are still spoken by all age groups.[7][104] All but 13 Indigenous languages are considered to be endangered.[8] Several extinct Indigenous languages are being reconstructed. For example, the last fluent speaker of the Ngarrindjeri language[image: External link] died in the late 1960s; using recordings and written records as a guide, a Ngarrindjeri dictionary was published in 2009,[105] and the Ngarrindjeri language is today being spoken in complete sentences.[7]

Linguists classify many of the mainland Australian languages into one large group, the Pama–Nyungan languages[image: External link]. The rest are sometimes lumped under the term "non-Pama–Nyungan". The Pama–Nyungan languages comprise the majority, covering most of Australia, and are generally thought to be a family of related languages. In the north, stretching from the Western Kimberley[image: External link] to the Gulf of Carpentaria[image: External link], are found a number of non-Pama–Nyungan groups of languages which have not been shown to be related to the Pama–Nyungan family nor to each other.[106] While it has sometimes proven difficult to work out familial relationships within the Pama–Nyungan language family, many Australian linguists feel there has been substantial success.[107] Against this, some linguists, such as R. M. W. Dixon[image: External link], suggest that the Pama–Nyungan group – and indeed the entire Australian linguistic area – is rather a sprachbund[image: External link], or group of languages having very long and intimate contact, rather than a genetic[image: External link] language family.[108]

It has been suggested that, given their long presence in Australia, Aboriginal languages form one specific sub-grouping. The position of Tasmanian languages is unknown, and it is also unknown whether they comprised one or more than one specific language family.
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 Belief systems




Main article: Indigenous Australian culture[image: External link]


See also: Australian Aboriginal mythology[image: External link]


Religious demography among Indigenous Australians is not conclusive because the methodology of the census is not always well suited to obtaining accurate information on Aboriginal people.[109] In the 2006 census, 73% of the Indigenous population reported an affiliation with a Christian denomination, 24% reported no religious affiliation and 1% reported affiliation with an Australian Aboriginal traditional religion.[110] A small minority of Aborigines are followers of Islam[image: External link] as a result of intermarriage with "Afghan" camel drivers brought to Australia in the late 19th and early 20th century.[111]

Aboriginal people traditionally adhered to animist[image: External link] spiritual frameworks. Within Aboriginal belief systems, a formative epoch known as 'the Dreamtime' or 'the Dreaming' stretches back into the distant past when the creator ancestors known as the First Peoples[image: External link] travelled across the land,and naming as they went.[112] Indigenous Australia's oral tradition and religious values are based upon reverence for the land and a belief in this Dreamtime.

The Dreaming is at once both the ancient time of creation and the present-day reality of Dreaming. There were a great many different groups, each with its own individual culture, belief structure, and language. These cultures overlapped to a greater or lesser extent, and evolved over time. Major ancestral[image: External link] spirits include the Rainbow Serpent, Baiame[image: External link], Dirawong[image: External link] and Bunjil[image: External link].

Traditional healers (known as Ngangkari in the Western desert[image: External link] areas of Central Australia[image: External link]) were highly respected men and women who not only acted as healers or doctors, but were generally also custodians of important Dreamtime stories.[113]
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Main article: Indigenous Australian music[image: External link]


Music has formed an integral part of the social[image: External link], cultural[image: External link] and ceremonial observances of people through the millennia of their individual and collective histories to the present day, and has existed for 50,000 years.[114][115][116][117]

The various Indigenous Australian communities developed unique musical instruments and folk styles. The didgeridoo[image: External link], which is widely thought to be a stereotypical instrument of Aboriginal people, was traditionally played by people of only the eastern Kimberley region and Arnhem Land[image: External link] (such as the Yolngu), and then by only the men.[118]

Around 1950, the first research into Aboriginal music was undertaken by the anthropologist Adolphus Elkin[image: External link], who recorded Aboriginal music in Arnhem Land[image: External link].[119]

Hip hop[image: External link] music is helping preserve indigenous languages.[120]

At the Sydney 2000 Olympics, Christine Anu sang the song "My Island Home" at the Closing Ceremony.[121]
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Main article: Indigenous Australian art


Australia has a tradition of Aboriginal art which is thousands of years old, the best known forms being rock art and bark painting[image: External link]. Evidence of Aboriginal art[image: External link] in Australia can be traced back at least 30,000 years.[122] Examples of ancient Aboriginal rock artworks can be found throughout the continent – notably in national parks such as those of the UNESCO[image: External link] listed sites at Uluru and Kakadu National Park[image: External link] in the Northern Territory, but also within protected parks in urban areas such as at Ku-ring-gai Chase National Park[image: External link] in Sydney.[123][124][125] The Sydney rock engravings[image: External link] are approximately 5000 to 200 years old. Murujuga[image: External link] in Western Australia has the Friends of Australian Rock Art have advocated its preservation, and the numerous engravings there were heritage listed in 2007.[126][127]

In terms of age and abundance, cave art in Australia is comparable to that of Lascaux[image: External link] and Altamira[image: External link] in Europe,[128] and Aboriginal art is believed to be the oldest continuing tradition of art in the world.[129] There are three major regional styles: the geometric style found in Central Australia, Tasmania, the Kimberley and Victoria known for its concentric circles, arcs and dots; the simple figurative style found in Queensland and the complex figurative style found in Arnhem Land and the Kimberley which includes X-Ray art, Gwian Gwian (Bradshaw) and Wunjina. These designs generally carry significance linked to the spirituality of the Dreamtime.[122] Paintings were usually created in earthy colours, from paint made from ochre. Such ochres were also used to paint their bodies for ceremonial purposes.

Modern Aboriginal artists continue the tradition, using modern materials in their artworks. Several styles of Aboriginal art have developed in modern times, including the watercolour paintings of the Hermannsburg School[image: External link], and the acrylic Papunya Tula[image: External link] "dot art" movement. William Barak[image: External link] (c.1824–1903) was one of the last traditionally educated of the Wurundjeri[image: External link]-willam, people who come from the district now incorporating the city of Melbourne. He remains notable for his artworks which recorded traditional Aboriginal ways for the education of Westerners (which remain on permanent exhibition at the Ian Potter Centre[image: External link] of the National Gallery of Victoria[image: External link] and at the Ballarat Fine Art Gallery[image: External link]. Margaret Preston (1875–1963) was among the early non-indigenous painters to incorporate Aboriginal influences in her works. Albert Namatjira[image: External link] (1902–1959) is one of the most famous Australian artists and an Arrernte[image: External link] man. His landscapes inspired the Hermannsburg School[image: External link] of art. The works of Elizabeth Durack[image: External link] are notable for their fusion of Western and indigenous influences. Since the 1970s, indigenous artists have employed the use of acrylic paints – with styles such as that of the Western Desert Art Movement[image: External link] becoming globally renowned 20th-century art movements.

The National Gallery of Australia exhibits a great many indigenous art works, including those of the Torres Strait Islands[image: External link] who are known for their traditional sculpture and headgear.[130]
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By 1788, Indigenous Australians had not developed a system of writing[citation needed[image: External link]], so the first literary accounts of Aborigines come from the journals of early European explorers, which contain descriptions of first contact, both violent and friendly. Early accounts by Dutch explorers and the English buccaneer William Dampier wrote of the "natives of New Holland" as being "barbarous savages", but by the time of Captain James Cook and First Fleet marine Watkin Tench[image: External link] (the era of Jean-Jacques Rousseau[image: External link]), accounts of Aborigines were more sympathetic and romantic: "these people may truly be said to be in the pure state of nature, and may appear to some to be the most wretched upon the earth; but in reality they are far happier than ... we Europeans", wrote Cook in his journal on 23 August 1770.

Letters written by early Aboriginal leaders like Bennelong[image: External link] and Sir Douglas Nicholls[image: External link] are retained as treasures of Australian literature, as is the historic Yirrkala bark petitions[image: External link] of 1963 which is the first traditional Aboriginal document recognised by the Australian Parliament[image: External link].[131] David Unaipon[image: External link] (1872–1967) is credited as providing the first accounts of Aboriginal mythology written by an Aboriginal: Legendary Tales of the Aborigines; he is known as the first Aboriginal author. Oodgeroo Noonuccal[image: External link] (1920–1995) was a famous Aboriginal poet, writer and rights activist credited with publishing the first Aboriginal book of verse: We Are Going (1964).[132] Sally Morgan[image: External link]'s novel My Place[image: External link] was considered a breakthrough memoir in terms of bringing indigenous stories to wider notice. Leading Aboriginal activists Marcia Langton[image: External link] (First Australians[image: External link], 2008) and Noel Pearson[image: External link] ("Up From the Mission", 2009) are active contemporary contributors to Australian literature.

The voices of Indigenous Australians[image: External link] are being increasingly noticed and include the playwright Jack Davis[image: External link] and Kevin Gilbert[image: External link]. Writers coming to prominence in the 21st century include Alexis Wright[image: External link], Kim Scott[image: External link], twice winner of the Miles Franklin award, Tara June Winch[image: External link], in poetry Yvette Holt and in popular fiction Anita Heiss[image: External link]. Australian Aboriginal poetry – ranging from sacred to everyday – is found throughout the continent.[133]

Many notable works have been written by non-indigenous Australians on Aboriginal themes. Examples include the poems of Judith Wright[image: External link]; The Chant of Jimmie Blacksmith[image: External link] by Thomas Keneally and the short story by David Malouf: "The Only Speaker of his Tongue".[134]

Histories covering Indigenous themes include The Native Tribes of Central Australia by Spencer[image: External link] and Gillen, 1899; the diaries of Donald Thompson[image: External link] on the subject of the Yolngu[image: External link] people of Arnhem Land[image: External link] (c.1935–1943); Geoffrey Blainey[image: External link] (Triumph of the Nomads, 1975); Henry Reynolds[image: External link] (The Other Side of the Frontier[image: External link], 1981); and Marcia Langton[image: External link] (First Australians, 2008). Differing interpretations of Aboriginal history are also the subject of contemporary debate in Australia, notably between the essayists Robert Manne[image: External link] and Keith Windshuttle[image: External link].

AustLit[image: External link]'s BlackWords project provides a comprehensive listing of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Writers and Storytellers. The Living Archive of Aboriginal Languages[image: External link] contains stories written in traditional languages of the Northern Territory.
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Australian cinema[image: External link] has a long history and the ceremonies of Indigenous Australians were among the first subjects to be filmed in Australia – notably a film of Aboriginal dancers in Central Australia, shot by the anthropologist Baldwin Spencer[image: External link] in 1900.[135]

1955's Jedda[image: External link] was the first Australian feature film to be shot in colour, the first to star Aboriginal actors in lead roles, and the first to be entered at the Cannes Film Festival[image: External link].[136] 1971's Walkabout[image: External link] was a British film set in Australia; it was a forerunner to many Australian films related to indigenous themes and introduced David Gulpilil[image: External link] to cinematic audiences. 1976's Chant of Jimmie Blacksmith[image: External link], directed by Fred Schepisi[image: External link], was an award-winning historical drama from a book by Thomas Keneally about the tragic story of an Aboriginal bushranger. The canon of films related to Indigenous Australians also increased over the period of the 1990s and early 21st Century, with Nick Parson's 1996 film Dead Heart[image: External link] featuring Ernie Dingo[image: External link] and Bryan Brown[image: External link];[137] Rolf de Heer[image: External link]'s Tracker[image: External link], starring Gary Sweet[image: External link] and David Gulpilil;[138] and Phillip Noyce[image: External link]'s Rabbit-Proof Fence[image: External link][139] in 2002.

The 2006 film Ten Canoes was filmed entirely in an indigenous language, and the film won a special jury prize at the Cannes Film Festival.[140]
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 Traditional recreation and sport




Though lost to history, many traditional forms of recreation were played and while these varied from tribe to tribe, there were often similarities. Ball games were quite popular and played by tribes across Australia, as were games based on use of weapons. There is extensive documented evidence of traditional football games being played. Perhaps the most documented is a game popularly played by tribes in western Victorian[image: External link] regions of the Wimmera[image: External link], Mallee[image: External link] and Millewa[image: External link] by the Djab wurrung[image: External link], Jardwadjali[image: External link] and Jarijari[image: External link] people. Known as Marn Grook[image: External link], it was a type of kick and catch football game played with a ball made of possum hide, the existence of which was corroborated in accounts from European eyewitnesses and depicted in illustration.[143] According to some accounts, it was played as far away as the Yarra Valley[image: External link] by the Wurundjeri[image: External link] people,[144] Gippsland[image: External link] by the Gunai[image: External link] people, and the Riverina[image: External link] in south-western New South Wales. Since the 1980s it has been speculated that Marn Grook influenced Australian rules football, however there is no direct evidence in its favour.

A team of Aboriginal cricketers toured England in 1868[image: External link], making it the first Australian sports team to travel overseas. Cricketer and Australian rules football pioneer Tom Wills[image: External link] coached the team in an Aboriginal language he learnt as a child, and Charles Lawrence[image: External link] accompanied them to England. Johnny Mullagh[image: External link], the team's star player, was regarded as one of the era's finest batsmen.

Lionel Rose[image: External link] earned a world title in boxing. Evonne Goolagong[image: External link] became the world number-one ranked female tennis player with 14 Grand Slam titles. Arthur Beetson[image: External link], Laurie Daley[image: External link] and Gorden Tallis[image: External link] captained Australia in Rugby League and the annual NSW Koori Knockout[image: External link] and Murri Rugby League Carnival[image: External link]. Mark Ella[image: External link] captained Australia in Rugby Union[image: External link]. Notable Aboriginal athletes include Cathy Freeman[image: External link] who earned gold medals in the Olympics, World Championships, and Commonwealth Games[image: External link]. In Australian football[image: External link], an increasing number of Indigenous Australians are playing at the highest level, the Australian Football League[image: External link].[145] Graham Farmer[image: External link] is said to have revolutionised the game in the ruck and handball areas. Two Indigenous Team of the Century[image: External link] players, Gavin Wanganeen[image: External link] and Adam Goodes[image: External link], have also been Brownlow Medallists[image: External link]. Goodes was also the Australian of the Year[image: External link] for 2014. Two basketball players, Nathan Jawai[image: External link] and Patty Mills[image: External link], have played in the sport's most prominent professional league, the National Basketball Association[image: External link].

Aboriginal Australia has since been represented by various sporting teams, including the Indigenous All-Stars[image: External link], Flying Boomerangs[image: External link], the Indigenous Team of the Century[image: External link] (Australian rules football), Indigenous All Stars[image: External link] (rugby league) and the Murri Rugby League Team[image: External link].
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Further information: Australian Aboriginal fibrecraft[image: External link]


Technology used by indigenous Australian societies before European contact included weapons, tools, shelters, watercraft, and the message stick[image: External link]. Weapons included boomerangs[image: External link], spears (sometimes thrown with a woomera[image: External link]) with stone or fishbone tips, clubs, and (less commonly) axes. The stone age[image: External link] tools available included knives with ground edges, grinding devices, and eating containers. Fibre nets, baskets, and bags were used for fishing, hunting, and carrying liquids. Trade networks spanned the continent, and transportation included canoes[image: External link]. Shelters varied regionally, and included wiltjas[image: External link] in the Atherton Tablelands[image: External link], paperbark[image: External link] and stringybark[image: External link] sheets and raised platforms in Arnhem Land[image: External link], whalebone huts[image: External link] in what is now South Australia, stone shelters in what is now western Victoria, and a multi-room pole and bark structure found in Corranderrk[image: External link].[146] A bark tent or lean-to is known as a humpy[image: External link], gunyah, or wurley.

Clothing included the possum-skin cloak[image: External link] in the southeast and riji[image: External link] (pearl shells) in the northeast.
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Over time Australia has used various means to determine membership of ethnic groups such as lineage[image: External link], blood quantum[image: External link], birth and self-determination[image: External link]. From 1869 until well into the 1970s, Indigenous children under 12 years of age, with 25% or less Aboriginal blood were considered "white" and were often removed from their families[image: External link] by the Australian Federal[image: External link] and State[image: External link] government agencies and church missions[image: External link], under acts[image: External link] of their respective parliaments in order that they would have "a reasonable chance of absorption into the white community to which they rightly belong".[147] Grey areas in determination of ethnicity led to people of mixed ancestry being caught in the middle of divisive policies which often led to absurd situations:[148]


In 1935, an Australian of part Indigenous descent left his home on a reserve to visit a nearby hotel where he was ejected for being Aboriginal. He returned home but was refused entry to the reserve because he was not Aboriginal. He attempted to remove his children from the reserve but was told he could not because they were Aboriginal. He then walked to the next town where he was arrested for being an Aboriginal vagrant and sent to the reserve there. During World War II he tried to enlist but was rejected because he was an Aborigine so he moved to another state where he enlisted as a non-Aborigine. After the end of the war he applied for a passport[image: External link] but was rejected as he was an Aborigine, he obtained an exemption under the Aborigines Protection Act but was now told he could no longer visit his relatives as he was not an Aborigine. He was later told he could not join the Returned Servicemens Club[image: External link] because he was an Aborigine.[148]



In 1983 the High Court of Australia[149] defined an Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander as "a person of Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander descent who identifies as an Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander and is accepted as such by the community in which he or she lives".

The ruling was a three-part definition comprising descent, self-identification and community identification. The first part – descent – was genetic descent and unambiguous, but led to cases where a lack of records to prove ancestry excluded some. Self- and community identification were more problematic as they meant that an Indigenous person separated from her or his community due to a family dispute could no longer identify as Aboriginal.

As a result, there arose court cases throughout the 1990s where excluded people demanded that their Aboriginality be recognised. In 1995, Justice Drummond ruled "..either genuine self-identification as Aboriginal alone or Aboriginal communal recognition as such by itself may suffice, according to the circumstances." This contributed to an increase of 31% in the number of people identifying as Indigenous Australians in the 1996 census when compared to the 1991 census.[150]

Judge Merkel in 1998 defined Aboriginal descent as technical rather than real – thereby eliminating a genetic requirement. This decision established that anyone can classify him or herself legally as an Aboriginal, provided he or she is accepted as such by his or her community.[151]
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 Inclusion in the National Census




Main article: Demographics of Australia[image: External link]


As there is no formal procedure for any community to record acceptance, the primary method of determining Indigenous population is from self-identification on census forms.

Until 1967, official Australian population statistics excluded "full-blood aboriginal natives" in accordance with section 127 of the Australian Constitution, even though many such people were actually counted. The size of the excluded population was generally separately estimated. "Half-caste aboriginal natives" were shown separately up to the 1966 census, but since 1971 there has been no provision on the forms to differentiate 'full' from 'part' Indigenous or to identify non-Indigenous persons who are accepted by Indigenous communities but have no genetic descent.[152]

In the 2011 Census, there was a 20% rise in people who identify as Aboriginal. One explanation for this is: "the definition being the way it is, it's quite elastic. You can find out that your great-great grandmother was Aboriginal and therefore under that definition you can identify. It's that person's right to identify so [...] that's what explains the large increase."[153]
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The Australian Bureau of Statistics 2005 census of Australian demographics[image: External link] showed that the Indigenous population had grown at twice the rate of the overall population since 1996 when the Indigenous population stood at 283,000. The Australian Bureau of Statistics estimated the total resident Indigenous population to be 458,520 in June 2001 (2.4% of Australia's total), 90% of whom identified as Aboriginal, 6% Torres Strait Islander and the remaining 4% being of dual Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander parentage. Much of the increase since 1996 can be attributed to greater numbers of people identifying themselves as Aboriginal or of Aboriginal descent. Changed definitions of Aboriginality and positive discrimination via material benefits have been cited as contributing to a movement to indigenous identification.[72]

In the 2006 Census, 407,700 respondents declared they were Aboriginal, 29,512 declared they were Torres Strait Islander[image: External link], and a further 17,811 declared they were both Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders.[154] After adjustments for undercount, the indigenous population at the end of June 2006 was estimated to be 517,200, representing about 2.5% of the population.[155]

Based on Census data at 30 June 2006, the preliminary estimate of Indigenous resident population of Australia was 517,200, broken down as follows:


	
New South Wales – 148,200

	
Queensland – 146,400

	
Western Australia – 77,900

	
Northern Territory – 66,600

	
Victoria – 30,800

	
South Australia – 26,000

	
Tasmania – 16,900

	
Australian Capital Territory – 4,000

	and a small number in other Australian territories[156]




The state with the largest total Indigenous population is New South Wales. Indigenous Australians constitute 2.2% of the overall population of the State. The Northern Territory has the largest Indigenous population in percentage terms for a State or Territory, with 31.6% of the population being Indigenous.

In all of the other states and territories, less than 4% of their total population identifies as Indigenous; Victoria has the lowest percentage at 0.6%.[156]
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In 2006 about 31% of the Indigenous population was living in 'major cities' (as defined by the Australian Bureau of Statistics/Australian Standard Geographical Classification) and another 45% in 'regional Australia', with the remaining 24% in remote areas. The populations in Victoria, South Australia, and New South Wales are more likely to be urbanised.[157]
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The proportion of Aboriginal adults married (de facto or de jure) to non-Aboriginal spouses increased to 74% according to the 2011 census,[158] up from 71% in 2006, 64% in 1996, 51% in 1991 and 46% in 1986. The census figures show there were more intermixed Aboriginal couples in capital cities: 87% in 2001 compared to 60% in rural and regional Australia.[159] It is reported that up to 88% of the offspring of mixed marriages subsequently self identify as Indigenous Australians.[150]
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 Groups and communities




Main articles: List of Indigenous Australian group names[image: External link], Australian Aboriginal kinship[image: External link], and Australian Aboriginal language[image: External link]


Throughout the history of the continent, there have been many different Aboriginal groups[image: External link], each with its own individual language, culture, and belief structure. At the time of British settlement, there were over 200 distinct languages.[160]

There are an indeterminate number of Indigenous communities, comprising several hundred groupings. Some communities, cultures or groups may be inclusive of others and alter or overlap; significant changes have occurred in the generations after colonisation.

The word "community" is often used to describe groups identifying by kinship, language or belonging to a particular place or "country". A community may draw on separate cultural values and individuals can conceivably belong to a number of communities within Australia; identification within them may be adopted or rejected.

An individual community may identify itself by many names, each of which can have alternate English spellings. The largest Aboriginal communities – the Pitjantjatjara[image: External link], the Arrernte[image: External link], the Luritja[image: External link] and the Warlpiri[image: External link] – are all from Central Australia.

Indigenous "communities" in remote Australia are typically small, isolated towns with basic facilities, on traditionally owned land. These communities have between 20 – 300 inhabitants and are often closed to outsiders for cultural reasons. The long term viability and resilience of Indigenous communities has been debated by scholars[161] and continues to be a political issue receiving fluctuating media attention.

Tasmania

Main article: Tasmanian Aborigines[image: External link]


The Tasmanian Aboriginal population are thought to have first crossed into Tasmania approximately 40,000 years ago via a land bridge between the island and the rest of mainland Australia during the last glacial period[image: External link].[162] Estimates of the population of the Aboriginal people of Tasmania, before European arrival, are in the range of 3,000 to 15,000 people although genetic studies have suggested significantly higher figures, which are supported by Indigenous oral traditions that indicate a reduction in population from diseases introduced by British and American sealers before settlement.[163][164] The original population was further reduced to around 300 between 1803 and 1833 due to disease,[165] warfare and other actions of British settlers.[166] Despite over 170 years of debate over who or what was responsible for this near-extinction, no consensus exists on its origins, process, or whether or not it was genocide. However, using the " UN[image: External link] definition, sufficient evidence exists to designate the Tasmanian catastrophe genocide."[163]

A woman named Trugernanner (often rendered as Truganini[image: External link]) who died in 1876, was, and still is, widely believed to be the very last of the full-blooded Aborigines. However, in 1889 Parliament recognized Fanny Cochrane Smith[image: External link] (d:1905) as the last surviving full-blooded Tasmanian Aborigine.[167][168] The 2006 census showed that there were nearly 17,000 Indigenous Australians in the State.
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 Contemporary issues




The Indigenous Australian population is a mostly urbanised demographic, but a substantial number (27% in 2002[169]) live in remote settlements often located on the site of former church missions[image: External link]. The health and economic difficulties facing both groups are substantial. Both the remote and urban populations have adverse ratings on a number of social indicators, including health, education, unemployment, poverty and crime.[170]

In 2004, Prime Minister John Howard[image: External link] initiated contracts with Aboriginal communities, where substantial financial benefits are available in return for commitments such as ensuring children attend school. These contracts are known as Shared Responsibility Agreements. This saw a political shift from 'self determination' for Aboriginal communities to 'mutual obligation',[171] which has been criticised as a "paternalistic and dictatorial arrangement".[172]
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 Identity




Who has the right to identify as indigenous has become an issue of controversy. The prominent Aboriginal activist Noel Pearson[image: External link] has stated: "The essence of indigeneity … is that people have a connection with their ancestors whose bones are in the soil. Whose dust is part of the sand. I had to come to the somewhat uncomfortable conclusion that even Andrew Bolt was becoming Indigenous because the bones of his ancestors are now becoming part of the territory."[173]
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 Stolen Generations
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	Ancestral domain[image: External link]

	Intellectual property[image: External link]

	Land rights[image: External link]

	Language[image: External link]

	Traditional knowledge[image: External link]

	Treaty rights[image: External link]







	Governmental organizations
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Main article: Stolen Generations


The Stolen Generations were those children of Australian Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander[image: External link] descent who were forcibly removed[174] from their families by the Australian Federal[image: External link] and State[image: External link] government agencies and church missions[image: External link], under acts of their respective parliaments[image: External link].[175][176] The removals occurred in the period between approximately 1871[177] and 1969,[178][179] although, in some places, children were still being taken in the 1970s.[180]

On 13 February 2008, the federal government of Australia, led by Prime Minister Kevin Rudd[image: External link], issued a formal apology to the Indigenous Australians over the Stolen Generations.[181]
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 Political representation




See also: Voting rights of Australian Aborigines[image: External link]


Under Section 41 of the Australian Constitution, Aboriginal Australians always had the legal right to vote in Australian Commonwealth elections if their State granted them that right. This meant that all Aboriginal peoples outside Queensland and Western Australia had a legal right to vote. The right of Indigenous ex-servicemen to vote was affirmed in 1949 and all Indigenous Australians gained the unqualified right to vote in Federal elections in 1962.[182] Unlike other Australians, however, voting was not made compulsory for Indigenous people.

It was not until the repeal of Section 127 of the Australian Constitution in 1967 that Indigenous Australians were counted in the population for the purposes of distribution of electoral seats. Only six Indigenous Australians have been elected to the Australian Senate: Neville Bonner[image: External link] (Liberal, 1971–1983), Aden Ridgeway[image: External link] (Democrat, 1999–2005), Nova Peris[image: External link] (Labor, 2013–2016), Jacqui Lambie[image: External link] (2014–incumbent), Pat Dodson[image: External link] (Labor, 2016-incumbent), and former Northern Territory MLA Malarndirri McCarthy[image: External link] (Labor, 2016-incumbent). Following the 2010 Australian Federal Election[image: External link], Ken Wyatt[image: External link] of the Liberal Party won the Western Australian seat of Hasluck, becoming the first Indigenous person elected to the Australian House of Representatives.[183] His nephew, Ben Wyatt[image: External link] was concurrently serving as Shadow Treasurer in the Western Australian Parliament and in 2011 considered a challenge for the Labor Party leadership in that state.[184] In March 2013, Adam Giles[image: External link] of the Country Liberal Party[image: External link] became Chief Minister of the Northern Territory[image: External link] – the first indigenous Australian to become head of government in a state or territory of Australia.[185]

A number of Indigenous people represent electorates at State and Territorial level[image: External link] and South Australia has had an Aboriginal Governor, Sir Douglas Nicholls[image: External link]. The first Indigenous Australian to serve as a minister in any government was Ernie Bridge[image: External link], who entered the Western Australian Parliament in 1980. Carol Martin[image: External link] was the first Aboriginal woman elected to an Australian parliament (the Western Australian Legislative Assembly[image: External link]) in 2001, and the first woman minister was Marion Scrymgour[image: External link], who was appointed to the Northern Territory ministry in 2002 (she became Deputy Chief Minister in 2008).[182] Representation in the Northern Territory has been relatively high, reflecting the high proportion of Aboriginal voters. The 2012 Territory election saw large swings to the conservative Country Liberal Party[image: External link] achieved in remote Territory electorates and a total of five Aboriginal CLP candidates won election to the Assembly (along with one Labor candidate) in a chamber of 25 members. Among those elected for the CLP were high-profile activists Bess Price[image: External link] and Alison Anderson[image: External link].[186]

The Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission[image: External link] (ATSIC), a representative body of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders, was set up in 1990 under the Hawke government. In 2004, the Howard government[image: External link] disbanded ATSIC and replaced it with an appointed network of thirty Indigenous Coordination Centres that administer Shared Responsibility Agreements and Regional Partnership Agreements with Aboriginal communities at a local level.[187]

In October 2007, just prior to the calling of a federal election[image: External link], the then Prime Minister, John Howard, revisited the idea of bringing a referendum to seek recognition of Indigenous Australians in the Constitution (his government first sought to include recognition of Aboriginal peoples in the Preamble to the Constitution in a 1999 referendum). His 2007 announcement was seen by some as a surprising adoption of the importance of the symbolic aspects of the reconciliation process, and reaction was mixed. The ALP initially supported the idea, however Kevin Rudd[image: External link] withdrew this support just prior to the election – earning stern rebuke from activist Noel Pearson[image: External link].[188] Critical sections of the Australian public and media[189] meanwhile suggested that Howard's raising of the issue was a "cynical" attempt in the lead-up to an election to "whitewash" his handling of this issue during his term in office. David Ross of the Central Land Council was sceptical, saying "it's a new skin for an old snake",[190] while former Chairman of the Reconciliation Council Patrick Dodson[image: External link] gave qualified support, saying: "I think it's a positive contribution to the process of national reconciliation...It's obviously got to be well discussed and considered and weighed, and it's got to be about meaningful and proper negotiations that can lead to the achievement of constitutional reconciliation."[191] The Gillard Government[image: External link], with bi-partisan support, convened an expert panel to consider changes to the Australian Constitution that would see recognition for Indigenous Australians. The Government promised to hold a referendum on the constitutional recognition of indigenous Australians on or before the federal election due for 2013.[192] The plan was abandoned in September 2012, with Minister Jenny Macklin[image: External link] citing insufficient community awareness for the decision.











[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Australian politicians of Indigenous ancestry




Only 32 people[image: External link] recognised to be of Indigenous Australian ancestry have been members of the ten Australian legislatures.[citation needed[image: External link]][ when?[image: External link]]

The Northern Territory has an exceptionally high Indigenous proportion – about one third of its population – and a greater rate of Indigenous politicians within the Northern Territory parliament. Adam Giles[image: External link], who became Chief Minister of the Northern Territory[image: External link] in 2013, is the first Indigenous head of government in Australia.

Major political parties in Australia have tried to increase the number of Indigenous representation within their parties. A suggestion for increasing the number of Indigenous representation has been the introduction of seat quotas[image: External link] like the Maori electorates[image: External link] in New Zealand.
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 Age characteristics




The Indigenous population of Australia is much younger than the non-Indigenous population, with an estimated median age[image: External link] of 21 years (37 years for non-Indigenous), due to higher rates of birth and death.[193] For this reason, age standardisation[image: External link] is often used when comparing Indigenous and non-Indigenous statistics.[169]
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 Life expectancy




The life expectancy of Indigenous Australians is difficult to quantify accurately. Indigenous deaths are poorly identified, and the official figures for the size of the population at risk include large adjustment factors. Two estimates of Indigenous life expectancy in 2008 differed by as much as five years.[194]

In some regions the median age at death was identified in 1973 to be as low as 47 years and the life expectancy gap between Aboriginal people and the rest of the Australian population as a whole, to be 25 years.

From 1996 to 2001, the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) used indirect methods for its calculations, because census results were deemed to be unreliable.,[citation needed[image: External link]] and figures published in 2005 (59.4 years for males and 64.8 years for females) indicated a widely quoted gap of 17 years between indigenous and non-indigenous life expectancy, though the ABS does not now consider the 2005 figures to be reliable.

Using a new method based on tracing the deaths of people identified as Indigenous at the 2006 census, in 2009 the ABS estimated life expectancy at 67.2 years for Indigenous men (11.5 years less than for non-Indigenous) and 72.9 years for Indigenous women (9.7 years less than for non-Indigenous). Estimated life expectancy of Indigenous men ranges from 61.5 years for those living in the Northern Territory to a high of 69.9 years for those living in New South Wales, and for Indigenous women, 69.2 years for those living in the Northern Territory to a high of 75.0 years for those living in New South Wales.[195][196][197][198]
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 Education




Aboriginal students generally leave school earlier—and live with a lower standard of education—than their cohorts, although the situation is improving, with significant gains between 1994 and 2002.[169]


	39% of indigenous students stayed on to year 12 at high school, compared with 75% for the Australian population as a whole.[199]


	22% of indigenous adults had a vocational or higher education qualification, compared with 48% for the Australian population as a whole.[199]


	4% of Indigenous Australians held a bachelor's degree or higher, compared with 21% for the population as a whole. This proportion is increasing, but at a slower rate than for the Australian population as a whole.[199]




The performance of indigenous students in national literacy and numeracy tests conducted in school years three, five, and seven is also inferior to that of their cohorts. The following table displays the performance of indigenous students against the general Australian student population as reported in the National Report on Schooling in Australia 2004.[200]



	Percent achieving 2004 benchmark



	
	Reading
	Writing
	Numeracy



	
	Year 3
	Year 5
	Year 7
	Year 3
	Year 5
	Year 7
	Year 3
	Year 5
	Year 7



	Indigenous
	82.9
	69.4
	71.0
	76.8
	81.7
	78.8
	79.2
	69.4
	51.9



	Australia
	93.0
	88.7
	91.0
	92.9
	94.2
	93.6
	93.7
	91.2
	82.1




In response to this problem, the Commonwealth Government formulated a National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Education Policy[image: External link]. A number of government initiatives have resulted, some of which are listed at the Commonwealth Government's website.[201]

The Aboriginal Centre for the Performing Arts[image: External link] was established as a training centre by the State and Federal Governments in 1997.
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 Employment




Indigenous Australians as a group generally experience high unemployment compared to the national average. This can be correlated to lower educational outcomes (ABS 2010).

In 2002, the average household income for Indigenous Australian adults (adjusted for household size and composition) was 60% of the non-Indigenous average.[169]
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 Health




Further information: Indigenous health in Australia[image: External link]


Indigenous Australians were twice as likely to report their health as fair/poor and 1.5 times more likely to have a disability or long-term health condition (after adjusting for demographic structures).[202]

Health problems with the highest disparity (compared with the non-Indigenous population) in incidence[203] are outlined in the table below:



	Health complication
	Comparative incidence rate
	Comment



	Circulatory system
	2 to 10-fold
	5 to 10-fold increase in rheumatic heart disease[image: External link] and hypertensive disease[image: External link], 2-fold increase in other heart disease[image: External link], 3-fold increase in death from circulatory system[image: External link] disorders. Circulatory system diseases account for 24% deaths[204]




	Renal failure
	2 to 3-fold
	2 to 3-fold increase in listing on the dialysis[image: External link] and transplant[image: External link] registry, up to 30-fold increase in end stage renal disease[image: External link], 8-fold increase in death rates from renal failure[image: External link], 2.5% of total deaths[204]




	Communicable
	10 to 70-fold
	10-fold increase in tuberculosis[image: External link], hepatitis B[image: External link] and hepatitis C virus[image: External link], 20-fold increase in chlamydia[image: External link], 40-fold increase in shigellosis[image: External link] and syphilis[image: External link], 70-fold increase in gonococcal[image: External link] infections



	Diabetes
	3 to 4-fold
	11% incidence of type 2 diabetes[image: External link] in Indigenous Australians, 3% in non-Indigenous population. 18% of total indigenous deaths[204]




	Cot death
	2 to 3-fold
	Over the period 1999–2003, in Queensland, Western Australia, South Australia and the Northern Territory, the national cot death[image: External link] rate for infants was three times the rate



	Mental health
	2 to 5-fold
	5-fold increase in drug-induced mental disorders[image: External link], 2-fold increase in diseases such as schizophrenia[image: External link], 2 to 3-fold increase in suicide.[205]




	Optometry/Ophthalmology
	2-fold
	A 2-fold increase in cataracts[image: External link]




	Neoplasms
	60% increase in death rate
	60% increased death rate from neoplasms[image: External link]. In 1999–2003, neoplasms[image: External link] accounted for 17% of all deaths[204]




	Respiratory
	3 to 4-fold
	3 to 4-fold increased death rate from respiratory disease[image: External link] accounting for 8% of total deaths




Each of these indicators is expected to underestimate the true prevalence of disease in the population due to reduced levels of diagnosis.[203]

In addition, the following factors have been at least partially implicated in the inequality in life expectancy:[203]


	poverty

	insufficient education

	substance abuse[206][207]


	for remote communities poor access to health services

	for urbanised Indigenous Australians, cultural pressures which prevent access to health services

	
cultural differences resulting in poor communication between Indigenous Australians and health workers



Successive Federal Governments have responded to these issues by implementing programs such as the Office of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health[image: External link] (OATSIH).
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 Crime and imprisonment




Main article: Indigenous Australians and crime[image: External link]


In 2009 the imprisonment rate for Indigenous people was 14 times higher than that of non-Indigenous people.[208] In 2000, Indigenous Australians were more likely per capita to be both victims of and perpetrators of reported crimes in New South Wales.[209] In 2002, Indigenous Australians were twice as likely as non-Indigenous Australians of the same age group to be a victim of violent aggression,[210] with 24% of Indigenous Australians reported as being a victim of violence in 2001.[210] In 2004, Indigenous Australians were 11 times more likely to be in prison (age-standardised figures). In June 2004, 21% of prisoners in Australia were Indigenous.[210] There are frequent reports of domestic violence and community disturbances.[211]

In 2007, the Northern Territory Government commissioned a study into sexual abuse crimes being committed on children in aboriginal communities. The study, Ampe Akelyernemane Meke Mekarle "Little Children are Sacred", found that, children in Aboriginal communities were being widely exposed to inappropriate sexual activity such as pornography, adult films and adults having sex within their view. The report indicated that this exposure has likely produced a number of effects, particularly the "sexualisation" of childhood and the creation of normalcy around sexual activity that may be used to engage children in sexual activity. This sexualisation of children and the wider community has led to a breakdown in traditional aboriginal law. Due to the nature of the issue, quantitative data was difficult to collect however a large amount of anecdotal evidence was relied upon which lead the author to the conclusion that issues such as rape and incest are widespread particularly within regional aboriginal communities however they are drastically under reported to local government or police.[212]
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 Substance abuse




Further information: Indigenous health in Australia[image: External link]


Many Indigenous communities suffer from a range of health, social and legal problems associated with substance abuse[image: External link] of both legal and illegal drugs.

The 2004–05 National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health Survey (NATSIHS) by the ABS found that the proportion of the Indigenous adult population engaged in 'risky' and 'high-risk' alcohol consumption (15%) was comparable with that of the non-Indigenous population (14%), based on age-standardised data.[213] The definition of "risky" and "high-risk" consumption used is four or more standard drinks per day average for males, two or more for females.

The 2007 National Drug Strategy Household Survey[214] reported that Indigenous peoples were "more likely than other Australians to abstain from alcohol consumption (23.4% versus 16.8%) and also more likely to consume alcohol at risky or high-risk levels for harm in the short term (27.4% versus 20.1%)". These NDSHS comparisons are non-age-standardised; the paper notes that Indigenous figures are based on a sample of 372 people and care should be exercised when using Indigenous figures.

NATSIHS 2004/5 also found that, after adjusting for age differences between the two populations, Indigenous adults were more than twice as likely as non-Indigenous adults to be current daily smokers of tobacco.[215]

To combat the problem, a number of programs to prevent or mitigate alcohol abuse have been attempted in different regions, many initiated from within the communities themselves. These strategies include such actions as the declaration of "Dry Zones" within Indigenous communities, prohibition and restriction on point-of-sale access, and community policing and licensing.

Some communities (particularly in the Northern Territory) introduced kava[image: External link] as a safer alternative to alcohol, as over-indulgence in kava produces sleepiness, in contrast to the violence that can result from over-indulgence in alcohol. These and other measures met with variable success, and while a number of communities have seen decreases in associated social problems caused by excessive drinking, others continue to struggle with the issue and it remains an ongoing concern.

The ANCD study notes that in order to be effective, programs in general need also to address "...the underlying structural determinants that have a significant impact on alcohol and drug misuse" (Op. cit., p. 26). In 2007, Kava[image: External link] was banned in the Northern Territory.[216]

Petrol sniffing[image: External link] is also a problem among some remote Indigenous communities. Petrol vapour produces euphoria and dulling effect in those who inhale it, and due to its previously low price and widespread availability, is an increasingly popular substance of abuse.

Proposed solutions to the problem are a topic of heated debate among politicians and the community at large.[217][218] In 2005 this problem among remote Indigenous communities was considered so serious that a new, low aromatic petrol Opal[image: External link] was distributed across the Northern Territory to combat it.[219]
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 Native title and sovereignty




About 22% of land in Northern Australia (Kimberley, Top End and Cape York) is now Aboriginal-owned.[220][221] In the last decade, nearly 200 native title claims covering 1.3 million km2 of land – approximately 18% of the Australian continent – have been approved.[222]

In 1992, in Mabo v Queensland[image: External link], the High Court of Australia recognised native title in Australia for the first time. The majority in the High Court rejected the doctrine of terra nullius, in favour of the concept of native title.[223]

In 2013 an Indigenous group describing itself as the Murrawarri Republic[image: External link] declared independence from Australia, claiming territory straddling the border between the states of New South Wales and Queensland.[224] Australia's Attorney General's Department indicated it did not consider the declaration to have any meaning in law.[224]
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 Stolen wages




Throughout the majority of the 19th and 20th centuries, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people had their lives under the jurisdiction of various state-based protection acts[image: External link]. These acts appointed protectors, whose role was to ensure the safety of Indigenous Australians as well as controlling their live in matters of employment and marriage. Indigenous Australians received less income than their non-Indigenous counterparts in employment, which led to events such as the Gurindji strike[image: External link]. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people in Queensland in particular had their income quarantined by the protector and were allowed a minimal amount of their income. Since 1999, the Queensland Government, under pressure from the Queensland Council of Unions[image: External link], has established a number of schemes to give any earned income not received at the time back to Indigenous Australians.[225][226]
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 Cross-cultural miscommunication




According to Michael Walsh and Ghil'ad Zuckermann[image: External link], Western conversational interaction is typically "dyadic", between two particular people, where eye contact is important and the speaker controls the interaction; and "contained" in a relatively short, defined time frame. However, traditional Aboriginal conversational interaction is "communal", broadcast to many people, eye contact is not important, the listener controls the interaction; and "continuous", spread over a longer, indefinite time frame.[227][227][228]
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 Prominent Indigenous Australians




Main article: Lists of Indigenous Australians[image: External link]


After the arrival of European settlers in New South Wales, some Indigenous Australians became translators and go-betweens; the best-known was Bennelong[image: External link], who eventually adopted European dress and customs and travelled to England where he was presented to King George III[image: External link]. Others, such as Pemulwuy[image: External link], Yagan[image: External link], and Windradyne[image: External link], became famous for armed resistance to the European settlers.

During the twentieth century, as social attitudes shifted and interest in Indigenous culture increased, there were more opportunities for Indigenous Australians to gain recognition. Albert Namatjira[image: External link] became a painter, and actors such as David Gulpilil[image: External link], Ernie Dingo[image: External link], and Deborah Mailman[image: External link] became well known. Bands such as Yothu Yindi[image: External link], and singers Christine Anu[image: External link], Jessica Mauboy[image: External link] and Geoffrey Gurrumul Yunupingu[image: External link], have combined Indigenous musical styles and instruments with pop/rock, gaining appreciation amongst non-Indigenous audiences. Polymath David Unaipon[image: External link] is commemorated on the Australian $50 note[image: External link].

While relatively few Indigenous Australians have been elected to political office[image: External link] (Neville Bonner[image: External link], Aden Ridgeway[image: External link], Ken Wyatt[image: External link], Nova Peris[image: External link], Jacqui Lambie[image: External link] and Linda Burney[image: External link] remain the only Indigenous Australians to have been elected to the Australian Federal Parliament[image: External link]), Aboriginal rights campaigner Sir Douglas Nicholls[image: External link] was appointed Governor of the State of South Australia in 1976, and many others have become famous through political activism – for instance, Charles Perkins[image: External link]' involvement in the Freedom Ride[image: External link] of 1965 and subsequent work; or Torres Strait Islander Eddie Mabo[image: External link]'s part in the landmark native title[image: External link] decision that bears his name. The voices of Cape York activists Noel Pearson[image: External link] and Jean Little[image: External link], and academics Marcia Langton[image: External link] and Mick Dodson[image: External link], today loom large in national debates. Some Indigenous people who initially became famous in other spheres – for instance, poet Oodgeroo Noonuccal[image: External link] – have used their celebrity to draw attention to Indigenous issues.

In health services, Kelvin Kong became the first Indigenous surgeon in 2006 and is an advocate of Indigenous health issues.[229][230][231][232]
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 See also





	Aboriginal sacred site[image: External link]

	Aboriginal sites of New South Wales[image: External link]

	Australian Indigenous HealthInfoNet[image: External link]

	Australian Institute of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies[image: External link]

	Australian outback literature of the 20th century[image: External link]

	Australoid race[image: External link]

	Customary Aboriginal law[image: External link]

	Indigenous Protected Areas[image: External link]

	List of Indigenous Australian firsts[image: External link]

	List of Indigenous Peoples[image: External link]

	List of laws concerning Indigenous Australians[image: External link]

	List of Indigenous Australian politicians[image: External link]

	NAIDOC Week[image: External link]

	Northern Territory National Emergency Response[image: External link]

	Welcome to Country and Acknowledgement of Country[image: External link]
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Australian Aboriginal Languages






"Aboriginal languages" redirects here. For other uses, see Aboriginal languages (disambiguation)[image: External link].

"Australian languages" redirects here. For all the languages of Australia, see Languages of Australia.

The Australian Aboriginal languages consist of up to twenty-seven language families[image: External link] and isolates[image: External link], spoken by Aboriginal Australians of mainland Australia and a few nearby islands.[citation needed[image: External link]] The relationships between these languages are not clear at present. Despite this uncertainty the indigenous languages of Australia are collectively covered by the technical term "Australian languages".[1][2] By convention, these do not include the Tasmanian languages[image: External link] or the eastern Torres Strait language[image: External link] Meriam Mer[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

In the late 18th century, there were about 250 distinct Aboriginal social groupings, and a similar number of languages or varieties[image: External link].[3] At the start of the 21st century[image: External link], fewer than 150 Aboriginal languages remain in daily use[4] and all except only 13 are highly endangered.[5] The surviving languages are located in the most isolated areas. For example, of the five least endangered Western Australian Aboriginal languages, four belong to the Ngaanyatjarra[image: External link] grouping of the Central and Great Victoria Desert. Yolŋu languages from north-east Arnhem Land[image: External link] are also currently learned by children. Bilingual education[image: External link] is being used successfully in some communities. Seven of the most widely spoken Australian languages, such as Warlpiri[image: External link] and Tiwi[image: External link], retain between 1,000 and 3,000 speakers.[6] Some Aboriginal communities and linguists show support for learning programs either for language revival proper or for only "post-vernacular maintenance" (teaching Indigenous Australians some words and concepts related to the lost language).[7]

Aboriginal Tasmanians[image: External link] were nearly eradicated early in Australia's colonial history, and their languages were lost before much was recorded. Tasmania was separated from the mainland at the end of the Quaternary glaciation[image: External link], and Tasmanian Aboriginal people apparently remained isolated from the outside world for around 10,000 years. Too little is known of their languages for classification, though they seem to have had phonological similarities with languages of the mainland.
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 Common features




Whether it is due to genetic unity or some other factor such as occasional contact, typologically the Australian languages form a language area or Sprachbund[image: External link], sharing much of their vocabulary and many distinctive phonological[image: External link] features across the entire continent.

A common feature of many Australian languages is that they display so-called avoidance speech[image: External link], special speech registers used only in the presence of certain close relatives. These registers share the phonology and grammar[image: External link] of the standard language, but the lexicon[image: External link] is different and usually very restricted. There are also commonly speech taboos[image: External link] during extended periods of mourning or initiation that have led to numerous Aboriginal sign languages[image: External link].

For morphosyntactic alignment[image: External link], many Australian languages have ergative[image: External link]–absolutive case[image: External link] systems. These are typically split[image: External link] systems; a widespread pattern is for pronouns[image: External link] (or first and second persons[image: External link]) to have nominative[image: External link]–accusative case[image: External link] marking and for third person[image: External link] to be ergative–absolutive[image: External link], though splits between animate[image: External link] and inanimate are also found. In some languages the persons in between the accusative and ergative inflections (such as second person, or third-person human) may be tripartite[image: External link]: that is, marked overtly as either ergative or accusative in transitive[image: External link] clauses, but not marked as either in intransitive[image: External link] clauses. There are also a few languages which employ only nominative–accusative[image: External link] case marking.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Phonetics and phonology
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A typical Australian phonological inventory includes just three vowels, usually [a, i, u], which may occur in both long and short variants. In a few cases the [u] has been unrounded[image: External link] to give [a, i, ɯ].

There is almost never a voicing contrast[image: External link]; that is, a consonant may sound like a [p] at the beginning of a word, but like a [b] between vowels, and either symbol could be (and often is) chosen to represent it. Australia also stands out as being almost entirely free of fricative consonants[image: External link], even of [h]. In the few cases where fricatives do occur, they developed recently through the lenition[image: External link] (weakening) of stops, and are therefore non-sibilants like [ð] rather than sibilants[image: External link] like [s] which are common elsewhere in the world. Some languages also have three rhotics[image: External link], typically a flap[image: External link], a trill[image: External link], and an approximant[image: External link]; that is, like the combined rhotics of English[image: External link] and Spanish[image: External link].

Besides the lack of fricatives, the most striking feature of Australian speech sounds is the large number of places of articulation[image: External link]. Nearly every language has four places in the coronal[image: External link] region, either phonemically[image: External link] or allophonically[image: External link]. This is accomplished through two variables: the position of the tongue (front or back), and its shape (pointed or flat). There are also bilabial[image: External link], velar[image: External link] and often palatal consonants[image: External link], but a complete absence of uvular[image: External link] or glottal consonants[image: External link]. Both stops[image: External link] and nasals[image: External link] occur at all six places, and in some languages laterals[image: External link] occur at all four coronal places.

A language which displays the full range of stops and laterals is Kalkatungu[image: External link], which has labial p, m; "dental" th, nh, lh; "alveolar" t, n, l; "retroflex" rt, rn, rl; "palatal" ty, ny, ly; and velar k, ng. Wangganguru[image: External link] has all this, as well as three rhotics. Yanyuwa[image: External link] has even more contrasts, with an additional true dorso-palatal series, plus prenasalized consonants[image: External link] at all seven places of articulation, in addition to all four laterals.

A notable exception to the above generalizations is Kalaw Lagaw Ya[image: External link], which has an inventory more like its Papuan[image: External link] neighbours than the languages of the Australian mainland, including full voice contrasts: /p b/, dental /t̪ d̪/, alveolar /t d/, the sibilants /s z/ (which have allophonic variation with [tʃ] and [dʒ] respectively) and velar /k ɡ/, as well as only one rhotic, one lateral and three nasals (labial, dental and velar) in contrast to the 5 places of articulation of stops/sibilants. Where vowels are concerned, it has 8 vowels with some morpho-syntactic as well as phonemic length contrasts (i iː, e eː, a aː, ə əː, ɔ ɔː, o oː, ʊ ʊː, u uː), and glides that distinguish between those that are in origin vowels, and those that in origin are consonants. Kunjen[image: External link] and other neighbouring languages have also developed contrasting aspirated consonants[image: External link] ([pʰ], [t̪ʰ], [tʰ], [cʰ], [kʰ]) not found further south.
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 Coronal consonants




Descriptions of the coronal articulations can be inconsistent.

The alveolar series t, n, l (or d, n, l) is straightforward: across the continent, these sounds are alveolar[image: External link] (that is, pronounced by touching the tongue to the ridge just behind the gum line of the upper teeth) and apical[image: External link] (that is, touching that ridge with the tip of the tongue). This is very similar to English t, d, n, l, though the Australian t is not aspirated, even in Kalaw Lagaw Ya, despite its other stops being aspirated.

The other apical series is the retroflex, rt, rn, rl (or rd, rn, rl). Here the place is further back in the mouth, in the postalveolar[image: External link] or prepalatal[image: External link] region. The articulation is actually most commonly subapical[image: External link]; that is, the tongue curls back so that the underside of the tip makes contact. That is, they are true retroflex consonants[image: External link]. It has been suggested that subapical pronunciation is characteristic of more careful speech, while these sounds tend to be apical in rapid speech. Kalaw Lagaw Ya and many other languages in North Queensland differ from most other Australian languages in not having a retroflexive series.

The dental series th, nh, lh are always laminal[image: External link] (that is, pronounced by touching with the surface of the tongue just above the tip, called the blade of the tongue), but may be formed in one of three different ways, depending on the language, on the speaker, and on how carefully the speaker pronounces the sound. These are interdental[image: External link] with the tip of the tongue visible between the teeth, as in th in English; dental with the tip of the tongue down behind the lower teeth, so that the blade is visible between the teeth; and denti-alveolar[image: External link], that is, with both the tip and the blade making contact with the back of the upper teeth and alveolar ridge, as in French[image: External link] t, d, n, l. The first tends to be used in careful enunciation, and the last in more rapid speech, while the tongue-down articulation is less common.

Finally, the palatal series ty, ny, ly. (The stop is often spelled dj, tj, or j.) Here the contact is also laminal, but further back, spanning the alveolar to postalveolar, or the postalveolar to prepalatal regions. The tip of the tongue is typically down behind the lower teeth. This is similar to the "closed" articulation of Circassian[image: External link] fricatives (see Postalveolar consonant[image: External link]). The body of the tongue is raised towards the palate[image: External link]. This is similar to the "domed" English postalveolar fricative sh. Because the tongue is "peeled" from the roof of the mouth from back to front during the release of these stops, there is a fair amount of frication, giving the ty something of the impression of the English palato-alveolar[image: External link] affricate[image: External link] ch or the Polish[image: External link] alveolo-palatal[image: External link] affricate ć. That is, these consonants are not palatal[image: External link] in the IPA sense of the term, and indeed they contrast with true palatals in Yanyuwa[image: External link]. In Kalaw Lagaw Ya, the palatal consonants are sub-phonemes of the alveolar sibilants /s/ and /z/.

These descriptions do not apply exactly to all Australian languages, as the notes regarding Kalaw Lagaw Ya demonstrate. However, they do describe most of them, and are the expected norm against which languages are compared.
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 Orthography




Main article: Transcription of Australian Aboriginal languages[image: External link]


Probably every Australian language with speakers remaining has had an orthography developed for it, in each case in the Latin script[image: External link]. Sounds not found in English are usually represented by digraphs[image: External link], or more rarely by diacritics[image: External link], such as underlines, or extra symbols, sometimes borrowed from the International Phonetic Alphabet[image: External link]. Some examples are shown in the following table.



	Language
	Example
	Translation
	Type



	Pitjantjatjara[image: External link]
	paṉa
	'earth, dirt, ground; land'
	diacritic (underline) indicates retroflex 'n'



	Wajarri[image: External link]
	nhanha
	'this, this one'
	digraph indicating 'n' with dental articulation



	Yolŋu[image: External link]
	yolŋu
	'person, man'
	' ŋ[image: External link]' (from IPA[image: External link]) for velar nasal
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Most Australian languages are commonly held to belong to the Pama–Nyungan family[image: External link], a family accepted by most linguists, with Robert M. W. Dixon[image: External link] as a notable exception. For convenience, the rest of the languages, all spoken in the far north, are commonly lumped together as "Non-Pama–Nyungan", although this does not necessarily imply that they constitute a valid clade[image: External link]. Dixon argues that after perhaps 40,000 years of mutual influence, it is no longer possible to distinguish deep genealogical relationships from areal features in Australia, and that not even Pama–Nyungan is a valid language family.[8]

However, few other linguists accept Dixon's thesis. For example, Kenneth L. Hale[image: External link] describes Dixon's skepticism as an "extravagantly and spectacularly erroneous" and "wrong-headed" phylogenetic assessment which is "so bizarrely faulted, and such an insult to the eminently successful practitioners of Comparative Method Linguistics in Australia, that it positively demands a decisive riposte."[9] In the same paper, Hale provides pronominal and grammatical evidence (with suppletion) as well as more than fifty basic-vocabulary cognates (showing regular sound correspondences) between the proto-Northern-and-Middle Pamic (pNMP) family of the Cape York Peninsula on the Australian northeast coast and proto-Ngayarta of the Australian west coast, some 3,000 kilometres (1,900 mi) apart, to support the Pama–Nyungan grouping, whose age he compares to that of Proto-Indo-European[image: External link].

It is often noted that it is odd for one family to dominate so much of a continent when the speakers are not agricultural and have no technological advantage over their neighbours.[citation needed[image: External link]] Johanna Nichols[image: External link] suggests that the northern families may be relatively recent arrivals from Maritime Southeast Asia, perhaps later replaced there by the spread of Austronesian[image: External link]. That could explain the typological difference between Pama–Nyungan and non-Pama–Nyungan languages, but not how a single family came to be so widespread. Evans suggests that the Pama–Nyungan family spread along with the now-dominant Aboriginal culture that includes the Australian Aboriginal kinship[image: External link] system. Dixon of course believes that the languages are not related, but merely a long-standing Sprachbund.
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It has been suggested[by whom?[image: External link]] that most or all Australian languages have a relationship with the Trans–New Guinea family[image: External link][10][11] or the Sepik–Ramu languages[image: External link].[12] Neither of these conclusions is currently widely accepted. William A. Foley[image: External link] (1986) noted lexical similarities between Robert M. W. Dixon's 1980 reconstruction of proto-Australian and the East New Guinea Highlands languages[image: External link]. He believed that it was naïve to expect to find a single Papuan or Australian language family when New Guinea and Australia had been a single landmass (called the Sahul continent) for most of their human history, having been separated by the Torres Strait[image: External link] only 8000 years ago, and that a deep reconstruction would likely include languages from both. However, Dixon later abandoned his proto-Australian proposal[13] and thus more research into the area is needed before drawing conclusions.
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Australian languages divide into a dozen or so families.[14] Note when cross-referencing that most language names have multiple spellings: rr=r, b=p, d=t, g=k, dj=j=tj=c, j=y, y=i, w=u, u=oo, e=a, and so on. A range is given for the number of languages in each family, as sources count languages differently.


	Presumptive isolates:

	Tiwi[image: External link]

	
Giimbiyu[image: External link] (extinct)

	
Marrgu[image: External link] (extinct)

	
Wagiman[image: External link] (moribund)

	Wardaman[image: External link]





	Previously established families:

	
Bunuban[image: External link] (2)

	
Daly[image: External link] (four to five families, with 11–19 languages)

	
Iwaidjan[image: External link] (3–7)

	
Jarrakan[image: External link] (3–5)

	
Nyulnyulan[image: External link] (8)

	
Worrorran[image: External link] (7–12)





	Newly proposed families:

	
Mirndi[image: External link] (5–7)

	
Darwin Region[image: External link] (4)

	
Macro-Gunwinyguan languages[image: External link] (22)

	
Greater Pama–Nyungan[image: External link]:

	
Tangkic[image: External link] (5)

	the Garawa[image: External link] (3)

	
Pama–Nyungan proper[image: External link] (approximately 270 languages)





	
Western[image: External link] and Northern Tasmanian[image: External link] (extinct)

	
Northeastern Tasmanian[image: External link] (extinct)

	
Eastern Tasmanian[image: External link] (extinct)
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It has been estimated that there were some 250 Aboriginal languages, with an average of between 3,108 - 4,800 speakers per language[15], at the time Europeans arrived. Very few Europeans made the effort to learn any Aboriginal language; it was expected that Aboriginal people would have to learn English. During the period of the "stolen generations", aboriginal children were removed from their families and placed in institutions where they were punished for speaking their indigenous language. Different mutually unintelligible language groups were often were mixed together with Australian Aboriginal English[image: External link] or Australian Kriol language[image: External link], as the only lingua franca[image: External link]. Today only 48 different Aboriginal languages with more than 100 speakers survive[citation needed[image: External link]], of which 12 have only perhaps 1000 speakers[citation needed[image: External link]]. On these grounds it is anticipated that despite efforts at linguistic preservation more than 25% of the remaining languages will disappear within the next generation[citation needed[image: External link]]. As the language dies, much of the indigenous culture dies too, songs and stories are lost, and the ecological basis upon which the language was based is also lost.

Living Aboriginal Languages (having more than 100 people speaking the language)


	
New South Wales –



1 language ~ 100 • Wiradjuri ~ 100


	
Victoria (Australia) –



• None


	
Tasmania –



• None


	South Australia



5 languages ~ 2,000

• Ngarrindjeri ~ 100

• Adyamathanha ~ 100

• Yankunytjatjara ~ 600

• Pitjantjatjara ~ 1,200 (shared with Northern Territory and Western Australia)



	
Queensland –



9 languages ~ 10,000

• Yidiny ~ 100

• Kuku Yalanji ~ 300

• Guugu Yimidhirr ~ 800

• Guguberra ~ 100

• Kuuk Thaayore ~ 300

• Wik Mungkan ~1,000

• Yumplatok ~ 6,000

• Kalaw Lagaw Ya ~ 1,200

• Meriam Mir ~ 200



	
Western Australia –



16 languages ~ 5,400

• Noongar ~ 200

• Wangkatha ~ 300

• Ngaanyatjarra ~ 1,000

• Manytjilyitjarra ~ 100

• Martu Wangka ~ 600

• Bandijima ~ 100

• Yindjibarndi ~ 300

• Nyangumarta ~ 300

• Bardi ~ 100

• Pintupi (shared with Northern Territory) ~ 200

• Kukatja ~ 400

• Walmatjarri ~ 500

• Gooniyandi ~ 400

• Djaru ~ 300

• Kija ~ 200

• Bunuba ~ 100

• Miriwoong ~ 200



	
Northern Territory –



18 languages ~ 28,800

• Luritja ~ 1,200

• Arrernte ~ 3,000

• Alyawarr ~ 1,700

• Anmatyerre ~ 1,000

• Warlpiri ~ 2,100

• Kaytetye ~ 300

• Warumungu ~ 300

• Gurindji ~ 600

• Jamindjung ~ 100

• Murrinh Patha ~ 1,500

• Tiwi ~ 1,700

• Iwaidja ~ 100

• Maung ~ 300

• Kunwinjku ~ 1,200

• Burrara ~ 1,000

• Yolngu ~ 3,000

• Nunggubuyu ~ 100

• Anindilyakwa ~ 1,300

• Yanyuwa ~ 300



Total 48 languages ~ 46,300 of which 12 have approximately only 100 speakers.


Kriol ~ 20,000

Source: austlang.aiatsis.gov.au

omniglot.com/writing/langfam.http
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	Gunwinyguan languages[image: External link]
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	List of reduplicated Australian place names[image: External link]
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The Dutch Republic, also known as the Republic of the Seven United Netherlands (Republiek der Zeven Verenigde Nederlanden), Republic of the United Netherlands or Republic of the Seven United Provinces (Republiek der Zeven Verenigde Provinciën), was a republic in Europe[image: External link] existing from 1581, when part of the Netherlands separated from Spanish rule[image: External link], until 1795. It preceded the Batavian Republic[image: External link], the Kingdom of Holland[image: External link], the United Kingdom of the Netherlands[image: External link], and ultimately the modern Kingdom of the Netherlands[image: External link]. Alternative names include the United Provinces (Verenigde Provinciën), Seven Provinces (Zeven Provinciën), Federated Dutch Provinces (Foederatae Belgii Provinciae), and Dutch Federation (Belgica Foederata).
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 History




For history and links to the earlier history of each of the provinces, see Seventeen Provinces[image: External link]. For the revolt and war leading to the creation of the Republic, see Dutch Revolt[image: External link] and Eighty Years' War[image: External link]. For the southern provinces that did not secede from Habsburg control in 1581, see Spanish Netherlands[image: External link].

Until the 16th century, the Low Countries[image: External link] – corresponding roughly to the present-day Netherlands, Belgium[image: External link], and Luxembourg[image: External link] – consisted of a number of duchies[image: External link], counties, and prince-bishoprics[image: External link], almost all of which were under the supremacy of the Holy Roman Empire[image: External link], with the exception of the county of Flanders, which was under the Kingdom of France[image: External link].

Most of the Low Countries had come under the rule of the House of Burgundy[image: External link] and subsequently the House of Habsburg[image: External link]. In 1549 Holy Roman Emperor Charles V[image: External link] issued the Pragmatic Sanction[image: External link], which further unified the Seventeen Provinces under his rule. Charles was succeeded by his son, King Philip II of Spain[image: External link]. In 1568 the Netherlands, led by William I of Orange[image: External link], revolted against Philip II because of high taxes, persecution of Protestants by the government, and Philip's efforts to modernize and centralize the devolved-medieval government structures of the provinces.[3] This was the start of the Eighty Years' War[image: External link].

In 1579 a number of the northern provinces of the Low Countries signed the Union of Utrecht[image: External link], in which they promised to support each other in their defence against the Spanish army. This was followed in 1581 by the Act of Abjuration[image: External link], the declaration of independence of the provinces from Philip II.

In 1582 the United Provinces invited Francis, Duke of Anjou[image: External link] to lead them; but after a failed attempt to take Antwerp[image: External link] in 1583, the duke left the Netherlands again. After the assassination of William of Orange[image: External link] (10 July 1584), both Henry III of France[image: External link] and Elizabeth I of England[image: External link] declined the offer of sovereignty. However, the latter agreed to turn the United Provinces into a protectorate[image: External link] of England (Treaty of Nonsuch[image: External link], 1585), and sent the Earl of Leicester[image: External link] as governor-general. This was unsuccessful and in 1588 the provinces became a confederacy[image: External link]. The Union of Utrecht is regarded as the foundation of the Republic of the Seven United Provinces, which was not recognized by the Spanish Empire until the Peace of Westphalia[image: External link] in 1648.

During the Anglo-French war (1778)[image: External link], the internal territory was divided into groups: the Patriots, who were pro-French and pro-American and the Orangists, who were pro-British.[4] The Republic of the United Provinces faced a series of republican revolutions in 1783–1787. During this period, republican forces[image: External link] occupied several major Dutch cities. Initially on the defence, the Orangist forces received aid from Prussian troops and retook the Netherlands in 1787[image: External link]. The republican forces fled to France, but then successfully re-invaded[image: External link] alongside the army of the French Republic (1793–95), ousting stadtholder William V[image: External link], abolishing the Dutch Republic and replacing it with the Batavian Republic[image: External link] (1795–1806). After the French Republic became the French Empire under Napoleon[image: External link], the Batavian Republic was replaced by the Napoleonic Kingdom of Holland[image: External link] (1806–1810).

The Netherlands regained independence from France in 1813. In the Anglo-Dutch Treaty of 1814[image: External link] the names "United Provinces of the Netherlands" and "United Netherlands" were used. In 1815 it was rejoined with the Austrian Netherlands[image: External link] and Liège[image: External link] (the "Southern provinces") to become the Kingdom of the Netherlands[image: External link], informally known as the United Kingdom of the Netherlands[image: External link], to create a strong buffer state[image: External link] north of France. On 16 March 1815, the son of stadtholder William V crowned himself King William I of the Netherlands[image: External link]. Between 1815 and 1890 the King of the Netherlands was also in a personal union[image: External link] the Grand Duke of the sovereign Grand Duchy of Luxembourg. After Belgium gained its independence in 1830, the state became unequivocally known as the "Kingdom of the Netherlands", as it remains today.
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 Economy




Main articles: Economic history of the Netherlands (1500–1815)[image: External link] and Financial history of the Dutch Republic[image: External link]


During the Dutch Golden Age[image: External link] in the late 16th and 17th centuries, the Dutch Republic dominated world trade[image: External link], conquering a vast colonial empire[image: External link] and operating the largest fleet of merchantmen[image: External link] of any nation. The County of Holland[image: External link] was the wealthiest and most urbanized region in the world.

The free trade spirit of the time was augmented by the development of a modern, effective stock market[image: External link] in the Low Countries.[5] The Netherlands has the oldest stock exchange in the world, founded in 1602 by the Dutch East India Company[image: External link], while Rotterdam[image: External link] has the oldest bourse in the Netherlands. The Dutch East-India Company exchange went public in six different cities. Later, a court ruled that the company had to reside legally in a single city, so Amsterdam[image: External link] is recognized as the oldest such institution based on modern trading principles. While the banking system evolved in the Low Countries, it was quickly incorporated by the well-connected English, stimulating English economic output.

Between 1590 and 1712 the Dutch also possessed one of the strongest and fastest navies in the world, allowing for their varied conquests, including breaking the Portuguese sphere of influence on the Indian Ocean and in the Orient, as well as a lucrative slave trade from Africa and the Pacific.
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 Politics




Main article: Politics and government of the Dutch Republic[image: External link]


The republic was a confederation[image: External link] of seven provinces, which had their own governments and were very independent, and a number of so-called Generality Lands[image: External link]. The latter were governed directly by the States General[image: External link] (Staten-Generaal in Dutch), the federal government. The States General were seated in The Hague[image: External link] and consisted of representatives of each of the seven provinces. The provinces of the republic were, in official feudal order:


	The Duchy of Guelders[image: External link] (Gelderland in Dutch)

	The County of Holland[image: External link]


	The County of Zeeland[image: External link]


	The Lordship of Utrecht[image: External link] (formerly the Episcopal principality of Utrecht[image: External link])

	The Lordship of Overijssel[image: External link]


	The Lordship of Frisia[image: External link]


	The Lordship of Groningen[image: External link] and Ommelanden[image: External link].



In fact, there was an eighth province, the County of Drenthe[image: External link], but this area was so poor it was exempt from paying federal taxes and as a consequence was denied representation in the States General. Each province was governed by the Provincial States, the main executive official (though not the official head of state) was a raadspensionaris[image: External link]. In times of war, the stadtholder[image: External link], who commanded the army, would have more power than the raadspensionaris.

In theory, the stadtholders were freely appointed by and subordinate to the states of each province. However, in practice the princes of Orange[image: External link] of the House of Orange-Nassau[image: External link], beginning with William the Silent[image: External link], were always chosen as stadtholders of most of the provinces. Zeeland and usually Utrecht had the same stadtholder as Holland.

There was a constant power struggle between the Orangists, who supported the stadtholders and specifically the princes of Orange, and the Republicans, who supported the States General and hoped to replace the semi-hereditary nature of the stadtholdership with a true republican structure.

After the Peace of Westphalia[image: External link], several border territories were assigned to the United Provinces. They were federally governed Generality Lands[image: External link] (Generaliteitslanden). They were Staats-Brabant[image: External link] (present North Brabant[image: External link]), Staats-Vlaanderen[image: External link] (present Zeeuws-Vlaanderen[image: External link]), Staats-Limburg[image: External link] (around Maastricht[image: External link]) and Staats-Oppergelre[image: External link] (around Venlo[image: External link], after 1715).

The States General of the United Provinces were in control of the Dutch East India Company[image: External link] (VOC) and the Dutch West India Company[image: External link] (WIC), but some shipping expeditions were initiated by some of the provinces, mostly Holland and/or Zeeland.

The framers of the US Constitution[image: External link] were influenced by the Constitution of the Republic of the United Provinces, as Federalist No. 20[image: External link], by James Madison[image: External link], shows.[6] Such influence appears, however, to have been of a negative nature, as Madison describes the Dutch confederacy as exhibiting "Imbecility in the government; discord among the provinces; foreign influence and indignities; a precarious existence in peace, and peculiar calamities from war." Apart from this, the American Declaration of Independence[image: External link] is similar to the Act of Abjuration[image: External link], essentially the declaration of independence of the United Provinces,[7] but concrete evidence that the former directly influenced the latter is absent.
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 Religion




In the Union of Utrecht[image: External link] of 20 January 1579, Holland and Zeeland were granted the right to accept only one religion (in practice, Calvinism). Every other province had the freedom to regulate the religious question as it wished, although the Union stated every person should be free in the choice of personal religion and that no person should be prosecuted based on religious choice.[8] William of Orange had been a strong supporter of public and personal freedom of religion and hoped to unite Protestants and Catholics in the new union, and, for him, the Union was a defeat. In practice, Catholic services in all provinces were quickly forbidden, and the Reformed Church[image: External link] became the "public" or "privileged" church in the Republic.[9]

During the Republic, any person who wished to hold public office had to conform to the Reformed Church and take an oath to this effect. The extent to which different religions or denominations were persecuted depended much on the time period and regional or city leaders. In the beginning, this was especially focused on Roman Catholics, being the religion of the enemy. In 17th-century Leiden[image: External link], for instance, people opening their homes to services could be fined 200 guilders (a year's wage for a skilled tradesman[image: External link]) and banned from the city.[10] Throughout this, however, personal freedom of religion existed and was one factor – along with economic reasons – in causing large immigration of religious refugees from other parts of Europe.[9]

In the first years of the Republic, controversy arose within the Reformed Church, mainly around the subject of predestination[image: External link]. This has become known as the struggle between Arminianism[image: External link] and Gomarism[image: External link], or between Remonstrants[image: External link] and Contra-Remonstrants[image: External link]. In 1618 the Synod of Dort[image: External link] tackled this issue, which led to the banning of the Remonstrant faith.

Beginning in the 18th century, the situation changed from more or less active persecution of religious services to a state of restricted toleration of other religions, as long as their services took place secretly in private churches[image: External link].
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 Decline





	Long-term rivalry between the two main factions in Dutch society, the Staatsgezinden (Republicans) and the Prinsgezinden (Royalists or Orangists[image: External link]), sapped the strength and unity of the country. Johan de Witt[image: External link] and the Republicans did reign supreme for a time at the middle of the 17th century (the First Stadtholderless Period[image: External link]) until his overthrow and murder in 1672. Subsequently, William III of Orange[image: External link] became stadtholder. After a stadtholderless era of 22 years, the Orangists regained power, and his first problem was to survive the Franco-Dutch War[image: External link] (with the derivative Third Anglo-Dutch war[image: External link]), when France, England, Münster[image: External link] and Cologne[image: External link] united against this country.

	Wars to contain the expansionist policies of France in various coalitions after the Glorious Revolution[image: External link], mostly including England, burdened the republic with huge debts, although little of the fighting after 1673 took place on its own territory. The necessity to maintain a vast army against France meant that less money could be spent on the navy, weakening the Republic's economy. After William III's death in 1702 the Second Stadtholderless Period[image: External link] was inaugurated. Despite having contributed much in the War of Spanish Succession[image: External link], the Dutch Republic gained little from the peace talks in Utrecht[image: External link] (1713). The end of the War of Austrian Succession[image: External link] in 1748, and Austria becoming allies with France against Prussia, marked the end of the republic as a major military power.[11]


	Fierce competition for trade and colonies, especially from France and England, furthered the economic downturn of the country. The three Anglo-Dutch Wars and the rise of mercantilism[image: External link] had a negative effect on Dutch shipping and commerce.
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 Names




Common names in Dutch for the Republic in official correspondence were:


	De Republiek ("the Republic")

	Republiek der Verenigde Nederlanden ("Republic of the United Netherlands")

	Republiek der Verenigde Provinciën ("Republic of the United Provinces")

	Republiek der Zeven Provinciën ("Republic of the Seven Provinces")

	Republiek der Zeven Verenigde Nederlanden ("Republic of the Seven United Netherlands")

	Republiek der Zeven Verenigde Provinciën ("Republic of the Seven United Provinces")

	Verenigde Provinciën ("United Provinces")

	Verenigde Provinciën der Nederlanden ("United Provinces of the Netherlands")

	Verenigde Staten der Nederlanden ("The United States of the Netherlands")

	De Verenigde Gewesten ("The United Regions" or one translation would be "The United States")

	De Zeven Verenigde Gewesten ("The Seven United Regions" or one translation would be "The Seven United States")



And in Latin:


	Belgica Respublicae Foederatae[12]:58[13]
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Kingdom of Great Britain






This article is about the state that existed from 1707 to 1801. For the modern state, see United Kingdom.



	

Great Britain


	


	
Scots[image: External link]:
	Great Breetain



	
Welsh[image: External link]:
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	Breten Veur
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Location of  Great Britain in 1801  (green)
in Europe[image: External link]  (green & grey)









	Capital
	
London[image: External link]

51°30′N 0°7′W[image: External link]




	Languages
	
English[image: External link] (official), Scots[image: External link], Norn[image: External link], Welsh[image: External link], Cornish[image: External link], Scottish Gaelic[image: External link], Angloromani[image: External link]




	Demonym
	
British[image: External link], Briton



	Government
	
Unitary[image: External link] parliamentary[image: External link] constitutional monarchy




	Monarch[image: External link]
	



	 • 
	1707–1714[a]

	Anne[image: External link]



	 • 
	1714–1727
	George I[image: External link]



	 • 
	1727–1760
	George II[image: External link]



	 • 
	1760–1801[b]

	George III[image: External link]



	Prime Minister[image: External link]
	



	 • 
	1721–1742
	Robert Walpole[image: External link]



	 • 
	1742–1743
	Spencer Compton[image: External link]



	 • 
	1757–1762
	Duke of Newcastle[image: External link]



	 • 
	1766–1768
	William Pitt the Elder[image: External link]



	 • 
	1770–1782
	Lord North[image: External link]



	 • 
	1783–1801
	William Pitt the Younger[image: External link]



	Legislature
	Parliament[image: External link]



	 • 
	Upper house
	House of Lords[image: External link]



	 • 
	Lower house
	House of Commons[image: External link]



	History
	



	 • 
	Treaty of Union[image: External link]
	22 July 1706



	 • 
	Acts of Union[image: External link]
	1 May 1707



	 • 
	Union with Ireland[image: External link]
	31 December 1800



	Area



	 • 
	Total
	230,977 km2 (89,181 sq mi)



	Population



	 • 
	1707 est.
	7,000,000 



	
     Density
	30/km2 (78/sq mi)



	 • 
	1800 est.
	10,500,000 



	
     Density
	45/km2 (118/sq mi)



	Currency
	Pound sterling[image: External link]



	


	


Preceded by

	Succeeded by



	


	
	Kingdom of England[image: External link]



	
	Kingdom of Scotland[image: External link]





	


	United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland
	













	Today part of
	
 United Kingdom




	a.
	
^ Monarch of England and Scotland from 1702 to 1707.



	b.
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The Kingdom of Great Britain, officially Great Britain,[1][2][3] was a sovereign state in western Europe[image: External link] from 1 May 1707 to 31 December 1800. The state came into being following the Treaty of Union[image: External link] in 1706, ratified by the Acts of Union 1707[image: External link], which united the kingdoms of England[image: External link] and Scotland[image: External link] to form a single kingdom encompassing the whole island of Great Britain[image: External link] and its outlying islands. It did not include Ireland[image: External link], which remained a separate realm. The unitary state[image: External link] was governed by a single parliament[image: External link] and government that was based in Westminster[image: External link]. The former kingdoms had been in personal union[image: External link] since James VI[image: External link], King of Scots[image: External link], became King of England[image: External link] and King of Ireland[image: External link] in 1603 following the death of Queen Elizabeth I[image: External link], bringing about a "Union of the Crowns[image: External link]". Also after the accession[image: External link] of George I[image: External link] to the throne of Great Britain in 1714, the kingdom was in a personal union with the Electorate of Hanover[image: External link].

The early years of the unified kingdom were marked by Jacobite risings[image: External link] which ended in defeat for the Stuart cause at Culloden[image: External link] in 1746. Later on in 1763, victory in the Seven Years' War[image: External link] led to the dominance of the British Empire, which was to become the foremost global power for over a century and later grew to become the largest empire in history.

On 1 January 1801, the kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland were merged[image: External link] to form the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland.[4] In 1922, five-sixths of Ireland seceded from the United Kingdom and the state was renamed the "United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland" — a title it has retained to date.



TOP
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 Etymology




Further information: Britain (place name)[image: External link]


The name Britain descends from the Latin name for the island of Great Britain, Britannia or Brittānia, the land of the Britons via the Old French[image: External link] Bretaigne (whence also Modern French[image: External link] Bretagne) and Middle English[image: External link] Bretayne, Breteyne. The term Great Britain was first used officially in 1474, in the instrument drawing up the proposal for a marriage between Edward IV of England[image: External link]'s daughter Cecily[image: External link] and James III of Scotland[image: External link]'s son James[image: External link].

The Treaty of Union[image: External link] and the subsequent Acts of Union[image: External link] state that England and Scotland were to be "United into one Kingdom by the Name of Great Britain".[5] However, both the Acts and the Treaty also refer numerous times to the "United Kingdom" and the longer form, the "United Kingdom of Great Britain". Other publications refer to the country as the "United Kingdom" after 1707 as well.[6][7] The websites of the UK parliament[image: External link], the Scottish Parliament[image: External link], the BBC[image: External link], and others, including the Historical Association[image: External link], refer to the state created on 1 May 1707 as the United Kingdom of Great Britain.[8][9][10][11][12][13] Additionally, the term United Kingdom was found in informal use during the 18th century to describe the state.[14][15]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Extent




The new state created in 1707 included the island of Great Britain, together with the many smaller islands that were part of the kingdoms of England and Scotland. The Channel Islands[image: External link] and the Isle of Man were never part of the kingdom of Great Britain, although by the Isle of Man Purchase Act 1765[image: External link] the British Crown acquired suzerainty[image: External link] over the island from Charlotte Murray, Duchess of Atholl[image: External link].[16]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Political structure




Main article: Parliament of Great Britain[image: External link]


The kingdoms of England and Scotland, both in existence from the 9th century, were separate states until 1707. However, they had come into a personal union[image: External link] in 1603, when James VI of Scotland succeeded his cousin Elizabeth I[image: External link] as King of England under the name of James I[image: External link]. This Union of the Crowns[image: External link] under the House of Stuart[image: External link] meant that the whole of the island of Great Britain was now ruled by a single monarch, who by virtue of holding the English crown also ruled over the Kingdom of Ireland[image: External link]. Each of the three kingdoms maintained its own parliament and laws (although there was a brief attempted union during the Interregnum[image: External link] in the mid-17th century).

This disposition changed dramatically when the Acts of Union 1707[image: External link] came into force, with a single unified Crown of Great Britain[image: External link] and a single unified parliament.[17] Ireland remained formally separate, with its own parliament, until the Acts of Union 1800[image: External link]. The Treaty of Union[image: External link] provided that succession[image: External link] to the British throne[image: External link] (and that of Ireland) would be in accordance with the English Act of Settlement[image: External link] of 1701; rather than Scotland's Act of Security[image: External link] of 1704, which ceased to have effect.[18] The Act of Settlement required that the heir to the English throne be a descendant of the Electress Sophia of Hanover[image: External link] who was not a " Papist[image: External link]"; this brought about the Hanoverian succession[image: External link] only a few years after the Union.

Legislative power was vested in the Parliament of Great Britain[image: External link], which replaced both the Parliament of England[image: External link] and the Parliament of Scotland[image: External link].[19] In practice it was a continuation of the English parliament, sitting at the same location in Westminster, expanded to include representation from Scotland.

As with the former Parliament of England and the modern Parliament of the United Kingdom[image: External link], the Parliament of Great Britain was formally constituted of three elements: the House of Commons[image: External link], the House of Lords[image: External link], and the Crown[image: External link]. The right of the English peerage[image: External link] to sit in the House of Lords remained unchanged, while the disproportionately large Scottish peerage[image: External link] was permitted to send only 16 representative peers[image: External link], elected from amongst their number for the life of each parliament. Similarly, the members of the former English House of Commons continued as members of the British House of Commons, but as a reflection of the relative tax bases of the two countries the number of Scottish representatives was reduced to 45.[20] Newly created peers in the Peerage of Great Britain[image: External link] were given the automatic right to sit in the Lords.

Despite the end of a separate parliament for Scotland, it retained its own laws and system of courts.
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 Relationship with Ireland




As a result of Poynings' Law[image: External link] of 1495, the Parliament of Ireland[image: External link] was subordinate to the Parliament of England[image: External link], and after 1707 to the Parliament of Great Britain. The British parliament's Dependency of Ireland on Great Britain Act 1719[image: External link] noted that the Irish House of Lords[image: External link] had recently "assumed to themselves a Power and Jurisdiction to examine, correct and amend" judgements of the Irish courts and declared that as the Kingdom of Ireland[image: External link] was subordinate to and dependent upon the British crown, the King[image: External link], through the Parliament of Great Britain, had "full power and authority to make laws and statutes of sufficient validity to bind the Kingdom and people of Ireland".[21] The Act was repealed by the Repeal of Act for Securing Dependence of Ireland Act 1782[image: External link].[22] The same year, the Irish constitution of 1782[image: External link] produced a period of legislative freedom. However, the Irish Rebellion of 1798[image: External link], which sought to end the subordination and dependency upon the British crown and establish a republic, was one of the factors that led to the formation of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland in 1801.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Great Britain in the 18th century




Further information: British Empire and Georgian era[image: External link]


The 18th century saw England, and after 1707 Great Britain, rise to become the world's dominant colonial power[image: External link], with France its main rival on the imperial stage.[23] The pre-1707 English overseas possessions[image: External link] became the nucleus of the British Empire.
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 Integration




The deeper political integration of her kingdoms was a key policy of Queen Anne[image: External link], the last Stuart monarch of England and Scotland and the first monarch of Great Britain. A Treaty of Union[image: External link] was agreed in 1706 following negotiations between representatives of the parliaments of England and Scotland, and each parliament then passed separate Acts of Union to ratify it. The Acts came into effect on 1 May 1707, uniting the separate Parliaments and crowns of England and Scotland and forming a single Kingdom of Great Britain. Anne became the first occupant of the unified British throne, and in line with Article 22 of the Treaty of Union[image: External link], Scotland sent 45 Members to join all of the existing members of the Parliament of England in the new House of Commons of Great Britain[image: External link].[24]
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 Wars against France and Spain




The death of Charles II of Spain[image: External link] in 1700 and his bequeathal of Spain and its colonial empire to Philip of Anjou[image: External link], a grandson of the King of France, had raised British fears of the unification of France, Spain and their colonies. In 1701, England, Portugal, and the Dutch Republic sided with the Holy Roman Empire[image: External link] against Spain and France in the War of the Spanish Succession[image: External link]. The conflict lasted until 1714, until France and Spain finally lost. At the concluding Treaty of Utrecht[image: External link], Philip renounced his and his descendants' right to the French throne. Spain lost its empire in Europe, and although it kept its empire in the Americas and the Philippines, it was irreversibly weakened as a great power. The new British Empire, based upon what until 1707 had been the English overseas possessions[image: External link], was enlarged: from France, Great Britain gained Newfoundland[image: External link] and Acadia[image: External link], and from Spain Gibraltar and Minorca[image: External link]. Gibraltar, which is still a British overseas territory[image: External link], became a major naval base and allowed Great Britain to control the strait connecting the Atlantic to the Mediterranean.[25]

The Seven Years' War[image: External link], which began in 1756, was the first war waged on a global scale and saw British involvement[image: External link] in Europe, India[image: External link], North America, the Caribbean, the Philippines, and coastal Africa. The signing of the Treaty of Paris of 1763[image: External link] had important consequences for Great Britain and its empire. In North America, France's future as a colonial power was effectively ended with the ceding of New France[image: External link] to the British, leaving a sizeable French-speaking population under British control, and Louisiana[image: External link] to Spain. Spain ceded Florida to Britain. In India, the third Carnatic War[image: External link] had left France still in control of its enclaves[image: External link], but with military restrictions and an obligation to support the British client states, effectively leaving the future of India to Great Britain. The British victory over France in the Seven Years' War therefore left Great Britain as the world's dominant colonial power.[26]
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 Mercantilism




Mercantilism[image: External link] was the basic policy imposed by Great Britain on its overseas possessions.[27] Mercantilism meant that the government and the merchants became partners with the goal of increasing political power and private wealth, to the exclusion of other empires. The government protected its merchants—and kept others out—by trade barriers, regulations, and subsidies to domestic industries to maximise exports from and minimise imports to the realm. The government had to fight smuggling—which became a favourite American technique in the 18th century to circumvent the restrictions on trading with the French, Spanish or Dutch. The goal of mercantilism was to run trade surpluses, so that gold and silver would pour into London. The government took its share through duties and taxes, with the remainder going to merchants in London and other British ports. The government spent much of its revenue on a superb Royal Navy, which not only protected the British colonies but threatened the colonies of the other empires, and sometimes seized them. Thus the Royal Navy captured New Amsterdam[image: External link] (later New York) in 1664. The colonies were captive markets for British industry, and the goal was to enrich the mother country.[28]
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 American Revolution




During the 1760s and 1770s, relations between the Thirteen Colonies[image: External link] and Great Britain became increasingly strained, primarily because of resentment toward the British Parliament's ability to tax American colonists without their consent. Disagreement turned into a violent insurrection. In 1775, the American Revolutionary War[image: External link] began, as the Americans trapped the British army in Boston and suppressed the Loyalists who supported the Crown. In 1776 the Americans declared the independence of the United States of America[image: External link]. Under the military leadership of General George Washington[image: External link], and, with economic and military assistance from France, the Dutch Republic and Spain, the United States held off successive British invasions. The Americans captured two main British armies in 1777 and 1781. After that King George III lost control of Parliament and was unable to continue the war. It ended with the Treaty of Paris[image: External link] by which Great Britain relinquished the Thirteen Colonies and recognised the United States. The war was expensive but the British financed it successfully.[29]
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 Upper and Lower Canada




Main article: History of Canada[image: External link]


After a series of "French and Indian wars," the British took slices of France's North American colonies in New France[image: External link], finally acquiring all of them (except the small islands of Saint Pierre and Miquelon[image: External link]) in 1763. The former French colony of Canada[image: External link] was renamed Quebec[image: External link]. Great Britain's policy was to respect Quebec's religious heritage—even though it was Roman Catholic—as well as its legal, economic, and social systems. By the Quebec Act[image: External link] of 1774, the Province of Quebec was enlarged to include the western holdings of the American colonies. In the American Revolutionary War[image: External link], starting in 1775, the British made Halifax, Nova Scotia[image: External link], their major base for naval action. They repulsed an American revolutionary invasion in 1776, but in 1777 a British invasion army was captured in New York, encouraging France to enter the war.[30]

After the American victory, between 40,000 and 60,000 defeated Loyalists[image: External link] migrated, some bringing their slaves.[31] Most families were given free land to compensate their losses. Several thousand free blacks also arrived; most of them later went to Sierra Leone in Africa.[32] The 14,000 Loyalists who went to the Saint John and Saint Croix river valleys, then part of Nova Scotia, were not welcome by the locals. Therefore, in 1784 the British split off New Brunswick[image: External link] as a separate colony. The Constitutional Act of 1791 created the provinces of Upper Canada (mainly English-speaking) and Lower Canada (mainly French-speaking) to defuse tensions between the French and English-speaking communities, and implemented governmental systems similar to those employed in Great Britain, with the intention of asserting imperial authority and not allowing the sort of popular control of government that was perceived to have led to the American Revolution.[33]
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 Second British Empire




The loss of the Thirteen Colonies[image: External link], Great Britain's most populous overseas possessions, which became the United States, marked the transition between the "first" and "second" empires, in which Britain shifted its attention away from the Americas to Asia, the Pacific and later Africa.[34] Adam Smith[image: External link]'s Wealth of Nations[image: External link], published in 1776, had argued that colonies were redundant, and that free trade should replace the old mercantilist[image: External link] policies that had characterised the first period of colonial expansion, dating back to the protectionism of Spain and Portugal. The growth of trade between the newly independent United States and Great Britain after 1781[35] confirmed Smith's view that political control was not necessary for economic success.
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 India




During its first century of operation the focus of the East India Company[image: External link] had been trade, not the building of an empire in India. Company interests turned from trade to territory during the 18th century as the Mughal Empire[image: External link] declined in power and the East India Company struggled with its French counterpart, the French East India Company[image: External link] (Compagnie française des Indes orientales) during the Carnatic Wars[image: External link] of the 1740s and 1750s. The Battle of Plassey[image: External link] and Battle of Buxar[image: External link], which saw the British, led by Robert Clive[image: External link], defeat the Indian powers, left the company in control of Bengal[image: External link] and a major military and political power in India. In the following decades it gradually increased the extent of the territories under its control, ruling either directly or indirectly via local puppet rulers under the threat of force by its Presidency armies[image: External link], much of which were composed of native Indian sepoys[image: External link].[36][37]
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 Australia and New Zealand




Main articles: History of Australia (1788–1850), History of Australia, and History of New Zealand[image: External link]


In 1770, British explorer James Cook had discovered the eastern coast of Australia whilst on a scientific voyage[image: External link] to the South Pacific. In 1778, Joseph Banks[image: External link], Cook's botanist on the voyage, presented evidence to the government on the suitability of Botany Bay[image: External link] for the establishment of a penal settlement. Australia marks the beginning of the Second British Empire. It was planned by the government in London and designed as a replacement for the lost American colonies.[38] The American Loyalist James Matra[image: External link] in 1783 wrote "A Proposal for Establishing a Settlement in New South Wales" proposing the establishment of a colony composed of American Loyalists, Chinese and South Sea Islanders (but not convicts).[39] Matra reasoned that the land country was suitable for plantations of sugar, cotton and tobacco; New Zealand timber and hemp or flax could prove valuable commodities; it could form a base for Pacific trade; and it could be a suitable compensation for displaced American Loyalists. At the suggestion of Secretary of State Lord Sydney[image: External link], Matra amended his proposal to include convicts as settlers, considering that this would benefit both "Economy to the Publick, & Humanity to the Individual". The government adopted the basics of Matra's plan in 1784, and funded the settlement of convicts.[40]

In 1787 the First Fleet set sail, carrying the first shipment of convicts[image: External link] to the colony. It arrived in January 1788.
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 Battling the French Revolution and Napoleon




With the regicide of King Louis XVI in 1793, the French Revolution[image: External link] represented a contest of ideologies between the two nations.[41] It was not only Britain's position on the world stage that was threatened: Napoleon, who came to power in 1799, threatened invasion of Great Britain itself, and with it, a fate similar to the countries of continental Europe that his armies had overrun. The Napoleonic Wars[image: External link] were therefore ones in which the British invested large amounts of capital and resources. French ports were blockaded by the Royal Navy[image: External link].[42]

The French Revolution revived religious and political grievances in Ireland[image: External link]. In 1798, Irish nationalists launched the Irish Rebellion of 1798[image: External link], believing that the French would help them to overthrow the British.[43][44]

William Pitt the Younger[image: External link], the British prime minister, firmly believed that the only solution to the problem was a union of Great Britain and Ireland. Following the defeat of the rebellion, which had had some assistance from France, he advanced this policy. The union was established by the Act of Union 1800[image: External link]; compensation and patronage[image: External link] ensured the support of the Irish Parliament[image: External link]. Great Britain and Ireland were formally united on 1 January 1801.[45]
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 Monarchs
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 House of Stuart





	
Anne[image: External link] (1707–1714) (previously Queen of England[image: External link], Queen of Scots[image: External link], and Queen of Ireland[image: External link] since 1702)
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 House of Hanover





	
George I[image: External link] (1714–1727)

	
George II[image: External link] (1727–1760)

	
George III[image: External link] (1760–1801) (continued as King of the United Kingdom until his death in 1820)
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 Parliament of Great Britain




Main articles: Parliament of Great Britain[image: External link] and Elections in Great Britain[image: External link]


The Parliament of Great Britain consisted of the House of Lords[image: External link], an unelected upper house of the Lords Spiritual[image: External link] and Temporal[image: External link], and the House of Commons[image: External link], the lower chamber, which was elected periodically. In England and Wales[image: External link] parliamentary constituencies remained unchanged throughout the existence of the Parliament.[46]

During the 18th century, the British Constitution[image: External link] developed significantly.
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 Peerage of Great Britain




Main article: Peerage of Great Britain[image: External link]


As a result of the Union of 1707, no new peerages[image: External link] were created in the Peerage of England[image: External link] or the Peerage of Scotland[image: External link]. English peerages continued to carry the right to a seat in the House of Lords, while the Scottish peers elected representative peers[image: External link] from among their own number to sit in the Lords. Peerages continued to be created by the Crown[image: External link], either in the new Peerage of Great Britain[image: External link], which was that of the new kingdom and meant a seat in its House of Lords, or in the Peerage of Ireland[image: External link], giving the holder a seat in the Irish House of Lords[image: External link].
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Penal Transportation






For other uses, see Transportation (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Penal transportation or simply Transportation refers to the banishment of convicted[image: External link] criminals, or other persons regarded as undesirable, to a distant colony “beyond the seas” for a certain term; later, specifically established penal colonies became their destination. England transported its convicts, political prisoners as well as prisoners of war from Scotland[image: External link] and Ireland[image: External link] to its overseas colonies in the Americas[image: External link] from the 1610s until early in the American Revolution[image: External link] in 1776, when transportation to America was temporarily suspended by the Criminal Law Act 1776 (16 Geo. 3 c.43).[1] The practice would become mandated for use in Scotland consequent to an act in 1785, but remained used less than in England. Transportation on a large scale would resume with the departure of the First Fleet to Australia in 1787, and continue there until 1868[image: External link].

France also transported convicts to Devil's Island[image: External link] and New Caledonia, but their usage both started and ended at later times.

Most of this article deals with transportation from Great Britain.



TOP
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 Origin and implementation




Banishment[image: External link] or forced exile[image: External link] from a polity or society has been used as a punishment since at least Ancient Roman[image: External link] times. It removed the offender from society, possibly permanently, but was seen as a more merciful or forgiving punishment than execution[image: External link]. From the earliest days of English colonial schemes, new settlements beyond the seas were seen as a way to alleviate domestic social problems of criminals and the poor,[2] as well as to increase the colonial labour force, production and overall benefit of the realm.[3]

Initially based on the royal prerogative of mercy[image: External link],[4] and later under English Law[image: External link], transportation was an alternative sentence imposed for a felony[image: External link]; it was typically imposed for offences for which death[image: External link] was deemed too severe. By 1670, as new felonies were defined, the option of being sentenced to transportation was allowed.[5][6] Forgery of a document, for example, was a capital crime until the 1820s, when the penalty was reduced to transportation. Depending on the crime, the sentence was imposed for life or for a set period of years. If imposed for a period of years, the offender was permitted to return home after serving out his time, but had to make his own way back. Many offenders thus stayed in the colony as free persons, and might obtain employment as jailers or other servants of the penal colony.

Transportation was not used by Scotland before the Act of Union 1707[image: External link]; following union, the 1717 Transportation Act specifically excluded its usage in Scotland.[7] Under the Transportation, etc. Act 1785 (25 Geo. 3 c. 46) the Parliament of Great Britain specifically extended the usage of transportation to Scotland.[8] It remained little used[9] under Scots Law until the early 19th century.

In Australia, a convict who had served part of his time might apply for a ticket of leave[image: External link], permitting some prescribed freedoms[image: External link]. This enabled some convicts to resume a more normal life, to marry and raise a family, and to contribute to the development of the colony.
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 Historical background
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 The trend towards more flexibility of sentencing




In the 17th and 18th centuries criminal justice was severe, later termed the Bloody Code[image: External link]. This was due to both the particularly large number of offences which were punishable by execution, (usually by hanging), and to the limited choice of sentences available to judges for convicted criminals in England. With modifications to the traditional Benefit of clergy[image: External link], which originally exempted only clergymen from civil law, it developed into a legal fiction[image: External link] by which many common offenders of "clergyable" offenses were extended the privilege to avoid execution.[10] Many offenders were pardoned as it was considered unreasonable to execute them for relatively minor offences, but under the rule of law[image: External link], it was equally unreasonable for them to escape punishment entirely. With the development of colonies, transportation was introduced as an alternative punishment, although legally it was considered a condition of a pardon, rather than a sentence in itself.[11] Convicts who represented a menace to the community were sent away to distant lands. A secondary aim was to discourage crime for fear of being transported. Transportation continued to be described as a public exhibition of the king's mercy. It was a solution to a real problem in the domestic penal system.[12] There was also the hope that transported convicts could be rehabilitated and reformed by starting a new life in the colonies. In 1615, in the reign of James I[image: External link], a committee of the Council had already obtained the power to choose from the prisoners those that deserved pardon and, consequently, transportation to the colonies. Convicts were chosen carefully: the Acts of the Privy Council showed that prisoners "for strength of bodie or other abilities shall be thought fit to be employed in foreign discoveries or other services beyond the Seas".[13]

During the Commonwealth[image: External link], Cromwell overcame the popular prejudice against subjecting Christians to slavery or selling them into foreign parts, and initiated group transportation of military,[14] and civilian prisoners.[15] With the Restoration[image: External link], the penal transportation system and the number of people subjected to it, started to change inexorably between 1660 and 1720, with transportation replacing the simple discharge of clergyable felons after branding[image: External link] their thumb. Alternatively, under the second act dealing with Moss-trooper[image: External link] brigands on the Scottish border, offenders had their benefit of clergy taken away, or otherwise at the judge's discretion, were to be transported to America, "there to remaine and not to returne".[16][17] There were various influential agents of change: judges' discretionary powers influenced the law significantly, but the king's and Privy Council's opinions were decisive in granting a royal pardon from execution.[18]

The system changed one step at a time: after that first experiment, a bill was proposed to the House of Commons[image: External link] in February 1663 to allow the transporting of felons, and was followed by another bill presented to the Lords to allow the transportation of criminals convicted of felony within clergy or petty larceny. These bills failed, but it was clear that change was needed.[19] Transportation was not a sentence in itself, but could be arranged by indirect means. The reading test, crucial for the benefit of clergy[image: External link], was a fundamental feature of the penal system, but in order to prevent its abuse, this pardoning process was used more strictly. Prisoners were carefully selected for transportation based on information about their character and previous criminal record. It was arranged that they fail the reading test, but they were then reprieved and held in jail, without bail, to allow time for a royal pardon (subject to transportation) to be organised.[20]
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 Transportation as a commercial transaction




Transportation became a business: merchants chose from among the prisoners on the basis of the demand for labour and their likely profits. They obtained a contract from the sheriffs, and after the voyage to the colonies they sold the convicts as indentured servants[image: External link]. The payment they received also covered the jail fees, the fees for granting the pardon, the clerk's fees, and everything necessary to authorise the transportation.[21] These arrangements for transportation continued until the end of the 17th century and beyond, but they diminished in 1670 due to certain complications. The colonial opposition was one of the main obstacles: colonies were unwilling to collaborate in accepting prisoners: the convicts represented a danger to the colony and were unwelcome. Maryland[image: External link] and Virginia[image: External link] enacted laws to prohibit transportation in 1670, and the king was persuaded to respect these.[21]

The penal system was also influenced by economics: the profits obtained from convicts' labour boosted the economy of the colonies and, consequently, of England. Nevertheless, it could be argued that transportation was economically deleterious because the aim was to enlarge population, not diminish it;[22] but the character of an individual convict was likely to harm the economy. King William's War[image: External link] (1688–1697) (part of the Nine Years' War[image: External link]) and the War of the Spanish Succession[image: External link] (1701–14) adversely affected merchant shipping and hence transportation. In the post-war period there was more crime[23] and hence potentially more executions, and something needed to be done. In the reigns of Queen Anne[image: External link] (1702–14) and George I[image: External link] (1714–27), transportation was not easily arranged, but imprisonment was not considered enough to punish hardened criminals or those who had committed capital offences, so transportation was the preferred punishment.[24]
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 Transportation Act 1717




There were several obstacles to the use of transportation. In 1706 the reading test for claiming benefit of clergy was abolished (5 Anne c. 6). This allowed judges to sentence "clergyable" offenders to a workhouse[image: External link] or a house of correction[image: External link].[24] But the punishments that then applied were not enough of a disincentive to commit crime: another solution was needed. The Transportation Act[image: External link] was introduced into the House of Commons in 1717 under the Whig[image: External link] government. It legitimised transportation as a direct sentence, thus simplifying the penal process.[25]

Non-capital convicts (clergyable felons[image: External link] usually destined for branding on the thumb, and petty larceny[image: External link] convicts usually destined for public whipping)[26] were directly sentenced to transportation to the American colonies for seven years. A sentence of fourteen years was imposed on prisoners guilty of capital offences pardoned by the king. Returning from the colonies before the stated period was a capital offence.[25] The bill was introduced by William Thomson[image: External link], the Solicitor General[image: External link], who was "the architect of the transportation policy".[27] Thomson, a supporter of the Whigs, was Recorder[image: External link] of London and became a judge in 1729. He was a prominent sentencing officer at the Old Bailey and the man who gave important information about capital offenders to the cabinet.[28]

One reason for the success of this Act was that transportation was financially costly. The system of sponsorship by merchants had to be improved. Initially the government rejected Thomson's proposal to pay merchants to transport convicts, but three months after the first transportation sentences were pronounced at the Old Bailey, his suggestion was proposed again, and the Treasury contracted Jonathan Forward[image: External link], a London merchant, for the transportation to the colonies.[29] The business was entrusted to Forward in 1718: he was paid £3 (£5 in 1727) for each prisoner transported overseas. The Treasury also paid for the transportation of prisoners from the Home Counties[image: External link].[30]

The "Felons' Act" (as the Transportation Act was called) was printed and distributed in 1718, and in April twenty-seven men and women were sentenced to transportation[31] The Act led to significant changes: both petty[image: External link] and grand larceny[image: External link] were punished by transportation (seven years), and the sentence for any non-capital offence was at the judge's discretion.[32] In 1723 an Act was presented in Virginia to discourage transportation by establishing complex rules for the reception of prisoners, but the reluctance of colonies did not stop transportation.[33]

In a few cases before 1734, the court changed sentences of transportation to sentences of branding on the thumb or whipping, by convicting the accused for lesser crimes than those of which they were accused.[34][35] This manipulation phase came to an end in 1734. With the exception of those years, the Transportation Act led to a decrease in whipping of convicts, thus avoiding potentially inflammatory public displays. Clergyable discharge continued to be used when the accused could not be transported for reasons of age or infirmity.[36]
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 Gender and age group




Penal transportation was not limited to men or even to adults. Men, women and children were sentenced to transportation, but its implementation varied by gender and age. From 1660 to 1670, highway robbery, burglary[image: External link] and horse theft[image: External link] were the offences most often punishable with transportation for men. In those years, five of the nine women who were transported after being sentenced to death were guilty of simple larceny, an offence for which benefit of clergy[image: External link] was not available for women until 1692.[37] Also, merchants preferred young and able-bodied men for whom there was a demand in the colonies.

All these factors meant that most women and children were simply left in jail.[21] Some magistrates supported a proposal to release women who could not be transported, but this solution was considered absurd: this caused the Lords Justices to order that no distinction be made between men and women.[38] Women were sent to the Leeward Islands[image: External link], the only colony that accepted them, and the government had to pay to send them overseas.[39] In 1696 Jamaica refused to welcome a group of prisoners because most of them were women; Barbados[image: External link] similarly accepted convicts but not "women, children nor other infirm persons".[40]

Thanks to transportation, the number of men whipped and released diminished: but whipping and discharge was chosen more often for women. The reverse was true when women were sentenced for a capital offence, but actually served a lesser sentence due to a manipulation of the penal system: one advantage of this sentence was that they could be discharged thanks to benefit of clergy while men were whipped.[41] Women with young children were also supported since transportation unavoidably separated them.[41] The facts and numbers revealed how transportation was less frequently applied to women and children because they were usually guilty of minor crimes and they were considered a minimal threat to the community.[34]
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 The end of transportation




The outbreak of the American Revolutionary War[image: External link] (1775–1783) temporarily halted transportation to America. Parliament, claimed that "the transportation of convicts to his Majesty's colonies and plantations in America...is found to be attended with various inconveniences, particularly by depriving this kingdom of many subjects whose labour might be useful to the community, and who, by proper care and correction, might be reclaimed from their evil course"; they then passed passed "An act to authorize.. the punishment by hard labour of offenders who, for certain crimes, are or shall become liable to be transported to any of his Majesty's colonies and plantations.[42] For the ensuing decade, men were instead sentenced to hard labour and women were imprisoned. Finding alternative locations to send convicts was not easy, and the act was extended twice by the Criminal Law Act 1778 (18 Geo. 3 c. 62) and the Criminal Law Act 1779 (19 Geo. 3, c. 54).[43] This resulted in a 1779 inquiry by a Parliamentary Committee on the entire subject of transportation and punishment; initially the Penitentiary Act[image: External link] was passed, introducing a policy of state prisons as a measure to reform the system of overcrowded prison hulks[image: External link] that had developed, but no prisons were ever built as a result of the act.[44] The Transportation, etc. Act 1784 (24 Geo. 3 c. 56)[45] and the Transportation, etc. Act 1785 (25 Geo. 3 c. 46)[8] also resulted to help alleviate overcrowding. Both acts empowered the Crown to appoint certain places within his dominions, or outside them, as the destination for transported criminals; the acts would move convicts around the country as needed for labour, or where they could be utilized and accommodated.

The overcrowding situation and the resumption of transportation would be initially resolved by Orders in Council[image: External link] on 6 December 1785, by the decision to establish a penal colony in New South Wales, on land previously claimed for Britain in 1770,[46][47] but as yet unsettled. The British policy toward Australia, specifically for its use as a penal colony, within their overall plans to populate and colonise the continent, would differentiate it from America, where the use of convicts was only a minor adjunct to its overall policy.[48] In 1787, when transportation resumed to the chosen Australian colonies, the far greater distance added to the terrible experience of exile, and it was considered more severe than the methods of imprisonment employed for the previous decade.[49] The Transportation Act 1790 (30 Geo. 3 c. 47) officially enacted the previous orders in council into law, stating "his Majesty hath declared and appointed...that the eastern coast of New South Wales, and the islands thereunto adjacent, should be the place or places beyond the seas to which certain felons, and other offenders, should be conveyed and transported;"...or other places. The act also gave "authority to remit or shorten the time or term" of the sentence "in cases where it shall appear that such felons, or other offenders, are proper objects of the royal mercy"[50]

At the beginning of the 19th century, transportation for life became the maximum penalty for several offences which had previously been punishable by death.[49] With complaints starting in the 1830s sentences of transportation became less common in 1840 since the system was perceived to be a failure: crime continued at high levels, people were not dissuaded from committing felonies, and the conditions of convicts in the colonies were inhumane. Although a concerted program of prison building ensued, the Short Titles Act 1896[image: External link] lists seven other laws relating to penal transportation in the first half of the 19th century; these include[51] Transportation Act 1824 (5 Geo. 4 c. 84) "An Act for the Transportation of Offenders from Great Britain."

Transportation Act, 1825 (6 Geo. 4 c. 69) "An Act for punishing Offences committed by Transports kept to labour in the Colonies..."

Transportation Act 1830 (11 Geo. 4 & 1 Will. 4 c. 39) "An Act to amend an Act passed in the Fifth Year of His present Majesty, for the Transportation of Offenders from Great Britain; and for punishing Offences committed by Transports kept to labour in the Colonies."

Transportation Act 1834 (4 & 5 Will. 4 c. 67) "An Act for abolishing Capital Punishment in case of returning from Transportation."

Transportation Act 1843 (6 & 7 Vict. c. 7) "An Act to amend the Law affecting transported Convicts with respect to Pardons and Tickets of Leave."

Transportation Act 1847 (10 & 11 Vict. c. 67) "An Act to amend the Law as to the Custody of Offenders."

Transportation (Ireland) Act 1849 (12 & 13 Vict. c. 27) "An Act to remove Doubts concerning the Transportation of Offenders under Judgment of Death to whom Mercy may be extended in Ireland."

The system of criminal punishment by transportation, as it had developed over nearly 150 years, was officially ended in Britain in the 1850s, when that sentence was substituted by imprisonment with penal servitude[image: External link], and intended to punish. The Penal Servitude Act 1853 (16 & 17 Vict. c. 99), long titled "An Act to substitute, in certain Cases, other Punishment in lieu of Transportation,"[51] enacted that with judicial discretion, lesser felonies, those subject to transportation for less than 14 years, could be sentenced to imprisonment with labour for a specific term. To provide confinement facilities, the general change in sentencing was passed in conjunction with the Convict Prisons Act 1853 (16 & 17 Vict. c. 121), long titled "An Act for providing Places of Confinement in England or Wales for Female Offenders under Sentence or Order of Transportation."[51] The Penal Servitude Act 1857 (20 & 21 Vict. c.3) ended the sentence of transportation in virtually all cases, with the terms of sentence initially being of the same duration as transportation.[52][49] While transport was greatly reduced following passage of the 1857 act, the last convicts sentenced to transportation arrived in Western Australia in 1868. During the 80 years of its use to Australia, the number of transported convicts totaled about 162,000 men and women.[53] Over time the alternative terms of imprisonment would be somewhat reduced from their terms of transportation.[54]
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 North America




From the early 1600s until the American Revolution[image: External link] of 1776, the British colonies in North America received transported British criminals. In the 17th century transportation was carried out at the expense of the convicts or the shipowners. The Transportation Act 1717[image: External link] allowed courts to sentence convicts to seven years' transportation to America. In 1720, an extension authorised payments by the Crown[image: External link] to merchants contracted to take the convicts to America. Under the Transportation Act, returning from transportation was a capital offence[image: External link].[49][55] The number of convicts transported to North America is not verified although it has been estimated to be 50,000 by John Dunmore Lang[image: External link] and 120,000 by Thomas Keneally. Maryland received a larger felon quota than any other province.[56] Many prisoners were taken in battle from Ireland and Scotland and sold into indentured servitude[image: External link], usually for a number of years.[57][ page needed[image: External link]]

The American Revolution brought transportation to an end. The remaining British colonies in what is now Canada were close to the new United States of America, thus prisoners sent there might become hostile to British authorities. British gaols[image: External link] became overcrowded, and dilapidated ships moored in various ports were pressed into service as floating gaols[image: External link]. As a result, the British Government decided to look elsewhere.
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 Australia




Main article: Convicts in Australia


In 1787, the "First Fleet" departed from England to establish the first British settlement in Australia, as a penal colony. The fleet arrived at Port Jackson (Sydney) on 26 January 1788, a date now celebrated as Australia Day. Norfolk Island was a convict penal settlement from 1788-94, and again from 1824-47. The First Fleet included boats containing food and animals from London. The ships and boats of the fleet would explore the coast of Australia by sailing all around it looking for suitable farming land and resources. In 1803, Van Diemen's Land (modern-day Tasmania) was also settled as a penal colony, followed by the Moreton Bay Settlement (Queensland) in 1824. The other Australian colonies[image: External link] were "free settlements", as non-convict colonies were known. However, the Swan River Colony (Western Australia) accepted transportation from England and Ireland in 1851, to resolve a long-standing labour shortage[image: External link]. Until the massive influx of immigrants during the Australian gold rushes[image: External link] of the 1850s, the free settlers had been outnumbered by English and Irish convicts and their descendants. However, compared to America, Australia received many more English prisoners.

Transportation from Britain and Ireland officially ended in 1868, although it had become uncommon several years earlier.[58]
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 Other




New Caledonia became a French penal colony from the 1860s until the end of the transportations in 1897. About 22,000 criminals and political prisoners (most notably Communards[image: External link]) were sent to New Caledonia.

In British colonial India[image: External link], opponents of British rule were transported to the Cellular Jail[image: External link] in the Andaman islands[image: External link].

The most famous transported prisoner is probably French army officer Alfred Dreyfus[image: External link], wrongly convicted of treason[image: External link] in a trial in 1894, held in an atmosphere of antisemitism[image: External link]. He was sent to Devil's Island[image: External link], a French penal colony in Guiana[image: External link]. The case became a cause célèbre[image: External link] known as the Dreyfus Affair[image: External link], and Dreyfus was fully exonerated in 1906.
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 Folk Song and Literature




Penal transportation is a feature of many broadsides[image: External link], and a number of these transportation ballads[image: External link] have been collected from traditional singers. Examples include "Van Diemen's Land[image: External link]" and "The Black Velvet Band[image: External link].

The British author William Somerset Maugham[image: External link] set a number of his short stories in the French Caribbean penal colonies. Franz Kafka[image: External link]'s story "In the Penal Colony[image: External link]", set in an unidentified location, was later adapted for several other media, including an opera by Philip Glass[image: External link].

One of the key characters in Charles Dickens[image: External link]' novel Great Expectations[image: External link] is Abel Magwitch[image: External link], the escaped convict who Pip[image: External link] helps in the opening pages of the novel, and who later turns out to be Pip's secret benefactor—the source of his "great expectations". Magwitch, who had been apprehended shortly after the young Pip had helped him, was thereafter sentenced to transportation for life to New South Wales in Australia. While so exiled, he earned the fortune that he later would use to help Pip. Further, it was Magwitch's desire to see the "gentleman" that Pip had become that motivated him to illegally return to England, which ultimately led to his arrest and death.

Timberlake Wertenbaker[image: External link]'s play Our Country's Good[image: External link], based on Thomas Keneally's novel The Playmaker[image: External link], is set in the first Australian penal colony.

My Transportation for Life, Indian freedom fighter Veer Savarkar[image: External link]'s memoir of his imprisonment, is set in the British Cellular Jail[image: External link] in the Andaman Islands[image: External link].

The novel Papillon[image: External link] tells the story of Henri Charrière, a French criminal convicted on 26 October 1931 as a murderer, and exiled to the French Guinea penal colony on Devil's Island[image: External link]. A film adaptation of the book[image: External link] was made in 1973, starring Steve McQueen[image: External link] and Dustin Hoffman[image: External link].

Penal transportation, typically to other planets, sometimes appears in works of science fiction[image: External link]. A classic example is The Moon is a Harsh Mistress[image: External link] by Robert Heinlein[image: External link], in which convicts and political dissidents are transported to lunar colonies. In Heinlein's book, a sentence of lunar transportation is necessarily permanent, as the long-term physiological effects of the moon's weak surface gravity (about one-sixth that of Earth) leave "loonies" unable to return safely to Earth.
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New South Wales






For the historical region of Canada, see New Britain (Canada)[image: External link].

"NSW" redirects here. For other uses, see NSW (disambiguation)[image: External link].

New South Wales (abbreviated as NSW) is a state[image: External link] on the east coast of Australia. It borders Queensland to the north, Victoria to the south, and South Australia to the west. It has a coast line with the Tasman Sea on its east side. The Australian Capital Territory is an enclave within the state. New South Wales' state capital is Sydney, which is also Australia's most populous city. In March 2014, the estimated population of New South Wales was 7.5 million,[9] making it Australia's most populous state. Just under two-thirds of the state's population, 4.67 million, live in the Greater Sydney area.[10] Inhabitants of New South Wales are referred to as New South Welshmen.[1][2]

The Colony of New South Wales[image: External link] was founded as a penal colony in 1788. It originally comprised more than half of the Australian mainland[image: External link] with its western boundary[image: External link] set at 129th meridian east[image: External link] in 1825. The colony also included the island territories of New Zealand[image: External link], Van Diemen's Land, Lord Howe Island[image: External link], and Norfolk Island. During the 19th century, most of the colony's area was detached[image: External link] to form separate British colonies that eventually became New Zealand and the various states and territories of Australia[image: External link]. However, the Swan River Colony has never been administered as part of New South Wales.

Lord Howe Island remains part of New South Wales, while Norfolk Island has become a federal territory, as have the areas now known as the Australian Capital Territory and the Jervis Bay Territory.
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 History




Main article: History of New South Wales[image: External link]
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 Aborigines (indigenous people)




Main article: Prehistory of Australia


The prior inhabitants of New South Wales were the Aboriginal tribes[image: External link] who arrived in Australia about 40,000 to 60,000 years ago. Before European settlement there were an estimated 250,000 Aboriginal people in the region.[11]

The Wodi Wodi people are the original custodians of the Illawarra[image: External link] region of South Sydney.[12] Speaking a variant of the Dharawal[image: External link] language, the Wodi Wodi people lived across a large stretch of land which was roughly surrounded by what is now known as Campbelltown[image: External link], Shoalhaven River[image: External link] and Moss Vale[image: External link].[12]

The Bundjalung people[image: External link] are the original custodians of parts of the northern coastal areas[image: External link].
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 1788 British settlement




The European discovery of New South Wales was made by Captain James Cook during his 1770 survey along the unmapped eastern coast of the Dutch-named continent of New Holland, now Australia. In his original journal(s) covering the survey, in triplicate to satisfy Admiralty Orders, Cook first named the land "New Wales", named after Wales[image: External link]. However, in the copy held by the Admiralty, he "revised the wording" to "New South Wales".[13]

The first British settlement was made by what is known in Australian history as the First Fleet; this was led by Captain Arthur Phillip, who assumed the role of governor of the settlement on arrival in 1788 until 1792.[14][15]

After years of chaos and anarchy after the overthrow[image: External link] of Governor William Bligh[image: External link], a new governor, Lieutenant-Colonel (later Major-General) Lachlan Macquarie, was sent from Britain to reform the settlement in 1809.[16] During his time as governor, Macquarie commissioned the construction of roads, wharves, churches and public buildings, sent explorers out from Sydney and employed a planner to design the street layout of Sydney. Macquarie's legacy is still evident today.
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 Mid-19th century




During the 19th century, large areas were successively separated to form the British colonies of Tasmania (proclaimed as a separate colony named Van Diemen's Land in 1825), South Australia (1836), Victoria (1851) and Queensland (1859). Responsible government was granted to the New South Wales colony in 1855. Following the Treaty of Waitangi[image: External link], William Hobson[image: External link] declared British sovereignty[image: External link] over New Zealand in 1840. In 1841 it was separated from the Colony of New South Wales to form the new Colony of New Zealand[image: External link].

Charles Darwin[image: External link] visited Australia in January 1836 and in The Voyage of the Beagle[image: External link] (chapter 19 of the 11th edition) records his hesitations about and fascination with New South Wales, including his speculations about the geological origin and formation of the great valleys, the aboriginal population, the situation of the convicts, and the future prospects of the country.
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 1901 Federation of Australia




At the end of the 19th century, the movement toward federation between the Australian colonies gathered momentum. Conventions and forums involving colony leaders were held on a regular basis. Proponents of New South Wales as a free trade state were in dispute with the other leading colony Victoria, which had a protectionist economy. At this time customs posts were common on borders, even on the Murray River[image: External link].

Travelling from NSW to Victoria in those days was very difficult. Supporters of federation included the NSW premier Sir Henry Parkes[image: External link] whose 1889 Tenterfield Speech[image: External link] (given in Tenterfield[image: External link]) was pivotal in gathering support for NSW involvement. Edmund Barton[image: External link], later to become Australia's first Prime Minister, was another strong advocate for federation and a meeting held in Corowa[image: External link] in 1893 drafted an initial constitution.

In 1898 popular referenda on the proposed federation were held in NSW, Victoria, South Australia and Tasmania. All votes resulted in a majority in favour, but the NSW government under Premier George Reid[image: External link] (popularly known as "yes–no Reid" because of his constant changes of opinion on the issue) had set a requirement for a higher "yes" vote than just a simple majority which was not met.

In 1899 further referenda were held in the same states as well as Queensland (but not Western Australia). All resulted in yes votes with majorities increased from the previous year. NSW met the conditions its government had set for a yes vote. As a compromise to the question on where the capital was to be located, an agreement was made that the site was to be within NSW but not closer than 100 miles (161 km) from Sydney, while the provisional capital would be Melbourne. Eventually the area that now forms the Australian Capital Territory was ceded by NSW when Canberra[image: External link] was selected.
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 Early 20th century




In the years after World War I, the high prices enjoyed during the war fell with the resumption of international trade. Farmers became increasingly discontented with the fixed prices paid by the compulsory marketing authorities set up as a wartime measure by the Hughes[image: External link] government. In 1919 the farmers formed the Country Party[image: External link], led at national level by Earle Page[image: External link], a doctor from Grafton[image: External link], and at state level by Michael Bruxner[image: External link], a small farmer from Tenterfield.

The Great Depression[image: External link], which began in 1929, ushered in a period of political and class conflict in New South Wales. The mass unemployment and collapse of commodity prices brought ruin to both city workers and to farmers. The beneficiary of the resultant discontent was not the Communist Party[image: External link], which remained small and weak, but Jack Lang[image: External link]'s Labor populism. Lang's second government was elected in November 1930 on a policy of repudiating New South Wales' debt to British bondholders and using the money instead to help the unemployed through public works. This was denounced as illegal by conservatives, and also by James Scullin[image: External link]'s federal Labor government. The result was that Lang's supporters in the federal Caucus brought down Scullin's government, causing a second bitter split in the Labor Party. In May 1932 the Governor, Sir Philip Game[image: External link] dismissed his government. The subsequent election was won by the conservative opposition.

By the outbreak of World War II in 1939, the differences between New South Wales and the other states that had emerged in the 19th century had faded as a result of federation and economic development behind a wall of protective tariffs.[citation needed[image: External link]] New South Wales continued to outstrip Victoria as the centre of industry, and increasingly of finance and trade as well.[citation needed[image: External link]] Labor returned to office under the moderate leadership of William McKell[image: External link] in 1941 and remained in power for 24 years. World War II saw another surge in industrial development to meet the needs of a war economy, and also the elimination of unemployment.
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 Post-war period




Labor stayed in power until 1965. Towards the end of its term in power it announced a plan for the construction of an opera/arts facility on Bennelong Point[image: External link]. The design competition was won by Jørn Utzon[image: External link]. Controversy over the cost of what would eventually become the Sydney Opera House[image: External link] became a political issue and was a factor in the eventual defeat of Labor in 1965 by the conservative Liberal Party[image: External link] led by Sir Robert Askin[image: External link]. Sir Robert remains a controversial figure with supporters claiming him to be reformist especially in terms of reshaping the NSW economy. Others though, regard the Askin era as synonymous with corruption with Askin the head of a network involving NSW police and SP bookmaking (Goot).

In the late 1960s a secessionist movement[image: External link] in the New England[image: External link] region of the state led to a referendum on the issue. The new state would have consisted of much of northern NSW including Newcastle. The referendum was narrowly defeated and, as of 2010, there are no active or organised campaigns for new states in NSW.

Askin's resignation in 1975 was followed by a number of short lived premierships by Liberal Party leaders. When a general election came in 1976 the ALP under Neville Wran[image: External link] were returned to power. Wran was able to transform this narrow one seat victory into landslide wins (known as Wranslide) in 1978 and 1981.[citation needed[image: External link]]

After winning a comfortable though reduced majority in 1984, Wran resigned as premier and left parliament. His replacement Barrie Unsworth[image: External link] struggled to emerge from Wran's shadow and lost a 1988 election against a resurgent Liberal Party led by Nick Greiner[image: External link]. Unsworth was replaced as ALP leader by Bob Carr. Initially Greiner was a popular leader instigating reform such as the creation of the Independent Commission Against Corruption[image: External link] (ICAC). Greiner called a snap election in 1991 which the Liberals were expected to win. However the ALP polled extremely well and the Liberals lost their majority and needed the support of independents to retain power.

Greiner was accused (by ICAC) of corrupt actions involving an allegation that a government position was offered to tempt an independent (who had defected from the Liberals) to resign his seat so that the Liberal party could regain it and shore up its numbers. Greiner resigned but was later cleared of corruption. His replacement as Liberal leader and Premier was John Fahey[image: External link] whose government secured Sydney the right to host the 2000 Summer Olympics. In the 1995 election, Fahey's government lost narrowly and the ALP under Bob Carr[image: External link] returned to power.

Like Wran before him Carr was able to turn a narrow majority into landslide wins at the next two elections (1999 and 2003). During this era, NSW hosted the 2000 Sydney Olympics which were internationally regarded as very successful, and helped boost Carr's popularity. Carr surprised most people by resigning from office in 2005. He was replaced by Morris Iemma[image: External link], who remained Premier after being re-elected in the March 2007 state election[image: External link], until he was replaced by Nathan Rees[image: External link] in September 2008.[17] Rees was subsequently replaced by Kristina Keneally[image: External link] in December 2009.[18] Keneally's government was defeated at the 2011 state election[image: External link] and Barry O'Farrell[image: External link] became Premier on 28 March. On 17 April 2014 O'Farrell stood down as Premier after misleading an ICAC investigation concerning a gift of a bottle of wine. The Liberal Party then elected Treasurer Mike Baird[image: External link] as party leader and Premier. Baird resigned as Premier on 23 January 2017, and was replaced by Gladys Berejiklian[image: External link].
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 Government




Main article: Government of New South Wales[image: External link]


Executive authority is vested in the Governor of New South Wales[image: External link], who represents and is appointed by Elizabeth II, Queen of Australia[image: External link]. The current Governor is David Hurley[image: External link]. The Governor commissions as Premier the leader of the parliamentary political party that can command a simple majority of votes in the Legislative Assembly. The Premier then recommends the appointment of other Members of the two Houses to the Ministry, under the principle of responsible or Westminster government[image: External link]. It should be noted, however, that as in other Westminster systems, there is no constitutional requirement in NSW for the Government to be formed from the Parliament—merely convention. The Premier is Gladys Berejiklian[image: External link] of the Liberal Party[image: External link].[18]
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 Constitution




The form of the Government of New South Wales is prescribed in its Constitution, dating from 1856 and currently the Constitution Act 1902 (NSW).[19] Since 1901 New South Wales has been a state of the Commonwealth of Australia, and the Australian Constitution regulates its relationship with the Commonwealth.

In 2006, the Constitution Amendment Pledge of Loyalty Act 2006[image: External link] No 6,[20] was enacted to amend the NSW Constitution Act 1902 to require Members of the New South Wales Parliament and its Ministers to take a pledge of loyalty to Australia and to the people of New South Wales instead of swearing allegiance to Elizabeth II her heirs and successors, and to revise the oaths taken by Executive Councillors. The Pledge of Loyalty Act was officially assented to by the Queen on 3 April 2006.

Under the Australian Constitution, New South Wales ceded certain legislative and judicial powers to the Commonwealth, but retained independence in all other areas. The New South Wales Constitution says: "The Legislature shall, subject to the provisions of the Commonwealth of Australia Constitution Act, have power to make laws for the peace, welfare, and good government of New South Wales in all cases whatsoever".[21]
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 Parliament




The first "responsible" self-government of New South Wales was formed on 6 June 1856 with Sir Stuart Alexander Donaldson[image: External link] appointed by Governor Sir William Denison[image: External link] as its first Colonial Secretary[image: External link] which in those days accounted also as the Premier[image: External link].[22] The State Parliament is composed of the Sovereign and two houses: the Legislative Assembly[image: External link] (lower house), and the Legislative Council[image: External link] (upper house). Elections are held every four years on the fourth Saturday of March, the most recent[image: External link] being on 28 March 2015. At each election one member is elected to the Legislative Assembly from each of 93 electoral districts[image: External link] and half of the 42 members of the Legislative Council are elected by a statewide electorate.
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 Local government




New South Wales is divided into 128 local government areas[image: External link]. There is also the Unincorporated Far West Region[image: External link] which is not part of any local government area, in the sparsely inhabited Far West[image: External link], and Lord Howe Island[image: External link], which is also unincorporated[image: External link] but self-governed by the Lord Howe Island Board.
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 Emergency services




New South Wales is policed by the New South Wales Police Force[image: External link], a statutory authority. Established in 1862, the NSW Police Force investigates Summary and Indictable offences throughout the State of New South Wales. The state has two fire services: the volunteer based New South Wales Rural Fire Service[image: External link], which is responsible for the majority of the state, and the Fire and Rescue NSW[image: External link], a government agency responsible for protecting urban areas. There is some overlap due to suburbanisation. Ambulance services are provided through the Ambulance Service of New South Wales[image: External link]. Rescue services (i.e. vertical, road crash, confinement) are a joint effort by all emergency services, with Ambulance Rescue, Police Rescue Squad and Fire Rescue Units contributing. Volunteer rescue organisations include the Australian Volunteer Coast Guard[image: External link], State Emergency Service[image: External link] (SES), Surf Life Saving New South Wales and Volunteer Rescue Association[image: External link] (VRA).
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 Demographics




See also: Demographics of Sydney[image: External link] and Demographics of Australia[image: External link]
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 Population




The estimated population of New South Wales at the end of June 2016 was 7,725,884 people.[23]

The principal ancestries of New South Wales's residents (as surveyed in 2011) are:[24]


	25.0% Australian

	24.2% English

	7.4% Irish

	6.0% Scottish

	4.3% Chinese



62.9% of NSW's population is based in Sydney.[25]



	Population by Statistical Area Level 4 and 3



	NSW rank
	Statistical Area Level 4 and 3
	Population 30 June 2014[26]
	10 year growth rate
	Population density (people/km2)



	1
	Greater Sydney
	4,840,628
	15.7
	391.4



	2
	Newcastle and Lake Macquarie[image: External link]
	368,131
	9.0
	423.1



	3
	Illawarra[image: External link]
	296,845
	9.3
	192.9



	4
	Hunter Valley[image: External link] excluding Newcastle
	264,087
	16.2
	12.3



	5
	Richmond Tweed[image: External link]
	242,116
	8.9
	23.6



	6
	Capital region
	220,944
	10.9
	4.3



	7
	Mid North Coast[image: External link]
	212,787
	9.2
	11.3



	8
	Central West[image: External link]
	209,850
	7.9
	3.0



	9
	New England and North West
	186,262
	5.3
	1.9



	10
	Riverina[image: External link]
	158,144
	4.7
	2.8



	11
	Southern Highlands and Shoalhaven
	146,388
	10.4
	21.8



	12
	Coffs Harbour-Grafton
	136,418
	7.6
	10.3



	13
	Far West and Orana
	119,742
	0.3
	0.4



	14
	Murray
	116,130
	4.0
	1.2



	
	New South Wales
	7,518,472
	10.4
	13.0






	Population by Significant Urban Area



	NSW rank
	Significant Urban Area
	Population 30 June 2014 [26]
	Australia rank
	10 year growth rate



	1
	Sydney
	4,451,841
	1
	16.1



	2
	Newcastle - Maitland
	430,755
	10
	11.3



	3
	Wollongong
	289,236
	15
	9.2



	4
	Tweed Heads[image: External link]
	72,623
	32
	16.7



	5
	Coffs Harbour[image: External link]
	68,052
	34
	11.2



	6
	Albury[image: External link]
	61,146
	34
	8.2



	7
	Wagga Wagga[image: External link]
	55,364
	36
	10.5



	8
	Port Macquarie[image: External link]
	44,875
	41
	13.7



	9
	Tamworth[image: External link]
	41,810
	42
	12.0



	10
	Orange[image: External link]
	39,766
	44
	13.3



	11
	Bowral[image: External link] - Mittagong[image: External link]
	37,495
	47
	9.6



	12
	Dubbo[image: External link]
	36,622
	48
	9.2



	13
	Bathurst[image: External link]
	35,391
	50
	15.3



	14
	Nowra[image: External link] - Bomaderry[image: External link]
	35,383
	51
	13.4



	15
	Lismore[image: External link]
	29,388
	57
	3.3



	16
	Nelson Bay[image: External link] - Corlette[image: External link]
	27,135
	62
	16.0



	17
	Taree[image: External link]
	26,448
	63
	2.3



	18
	Ballina[image: External link]
	25,058
	65
	6.5



	19
	Morisset[image: External link] - Cooranbong[image: External link]
	23,694
	67
	12.1



	20
	Armidale[image: External link]
	23,691
	68
	5.4



	21
	Goulburn[image: External link]
	22,906
	69
	8.1



	22
	Cessnock[image: External link]
	22,180
	71
	15.0



	23
	Forster[image: External link] - Tuncurry[image: External link]
	20,706
	74
	6.4



	24
	Griffith[image: External link]
	19,318
	79
	10.3



	25
	Broken Hill[image: External link]
	19,048
	80
	-5.3



	26
	Grafton[image: External link]
	18,698
	81
	2.1



	27
	Kurri Kurri[image: External link] - Weston[image: External link]
	17,241
	87
	11.2



	28
	Singleton[image: External link]
	16,904
	88
	8.1



	29
	Batemans Bay[image: External link]
	16,593
	89
	11.3



	30
	Camden Haven[image: External link]
	16,289
	92
	8.8



	31
	Ulladulla[image: External link]
	15,057
	97
	6.0



	32
	St Georges Basin[image: External link] - Sanctuary Point[image: External link]
	13,657
	104
	15.9



	33
	Lithgow[image: External link]
	12,989
	105
	3.1



	34
	Muswellbrook[image: External link]
	12,723
	106
	10.9



	35
	Parkes[image: External link]
	11,491
	109
	6.9



	New South Wales
	7,518,472
	N/A
	10.4
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 Transport




Main article: Transport in New South Wales[image: External link]


Passage through New South Wales is vital for cross-continent transport. Rail and road traffic from Brisbane (Queensland) to Perth (Western Australia), or to Melbourne (Victoria) must pass through New South Wales.
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 Railways




The majority of railways in New South Wales are currently operated by the state government. Some lines began as branch-lines of railways starting in other states. For instance, Balranald[image: External link] near the Victorian border was connected by a rail line coming up from Victoria and into New South Wales. Another line beginning in Adelaide crossed over the border and stopped at Broken Hill.

Railways management are conducted by Sydney Trains[image: External link] and NSW TrainLink[image: External link][27] which maintain rolling stock. Sydney Trains operates trains within Sydney while NSW TrainLink operates outside Sydney, intercity, country and interstate services.
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 Roads




Major roads are the concern of both federal and state governments. The latter maintains these through the Department of Roads and Maritime Services[image: External link], formerly the Roads and Traffic Authority[image: External link], and before that, the Department of Main Roads[image: External link] (DMR).

The main roads in New South Wales are


	
Hume Highway[image: External link] linking Sydney to Melbourne, Victoria;

	
Princes Highway[image: External link] linking Sydney to Melbourne via the Tasman Sea coast;

	
Pacific Highway[image: External link] linking Sydney to Brisbane[image: External link], Queensland via the Pacific coast;

	
New England Highway[image: External link] running from the Pacific Highway, at Newcastle to Brisbane by an inland route;

	
Federal Highway[image: External link] running from the Hume Highway south of Goulburn[image: External link] to Canberra[image: External link], Australian Capital Territory;

	
Sturt Highway[image: External link] running from the Hume Highway near Gundagai[image: External link] to Adelaide, South Australia;

	
Newell Highway[image: External link] linking rural Victoria with Queensland, passing through the centre of New South Wales;

	
Great Western Highway[image: External link] linking Sydney with Bathurst[image: External link]. As Route 32 it continues west as the Mitchell Highway[image: External link] then as the Barrier Highway[image: External link] to Adelaide via Broken Hill[image: External link].



Other roads are usually the concern of the RTA and/or the local government authority[image: External link].
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 Air




Kingsford Smith Airport[image: External link] (commonly Sydney Airport, and locally referred to as Mascot[image: External link] Airport or just 'Mascot'), located in the southern Sydney suburb[image: External link] of Mascot is the major airport for not just the state but the whole nation. It is a hub for Australia's national airline Qantas[image: External link].

Other airlines serving regional New South Wales include:[28]


	
Jetstar[image: External link][29]


	
Regional Express[image: External link] (also known as Rex);[30]


	
Virgin Australia[image: External link][31] (formerly known as Virgin Blue Airlines).
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 Ferries




The state government through Sydney Ferries[image: External link] operates ferries within Sydney Harbour and the Parramatta River[image: External link]. It also has a ferry service within Newcastle.[32] All other ferry services are privately operated.[33]

Spirit of Tasmania[image: External link] ran a commercial ferry service between Sydney and Devonport, Tasmania[image: External link]. This service was terminated in 2006.[34]

Private boat services operated between South Australia, Victoria and New South Wales along the Murray and Darling Rivers but these only exist now as the occasional tourist paddle-wheeler service.[35]
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 Education
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 Primary and secondary




The NSW school system comprises a kindergarten to year 12 system with primary schooling up to year 6 and secondary schooling between years 7 and 12. Schooling is compulsory until age 17.[36]

Primary and secondary schools include government and non-government schools. Government schools are further classified as comprehensive and selective schools[image: External link]. Non-government schools include Catholic schools, other denominational schools, and non-denominational independent schools.

Typically, a primary school provides education from kindergarten level to year 6. A secondary school, usually called a "high school", provides education from years 7 to 12. Secondary colleges[image: External link] are secondary schools which only cater for years 11 and 12.

The government classifies the 13 years of primary and secondary schooling into six stages, beginning with early stage 1 (Kindergarten) and ending with stage 6 (years 11 and 12).
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 School Certificate




Main article: School Certificate[image: External link]


The School Certificate[image: External link] was awarded by the Board of Studies[image: External link] to students at the end of Year 10. The Board of Studies administered five external tests in English-literacy, Mathematics, Science, Australian History, Geography, Civics and Citizenship. The tests were designed to grade a student on their ability. The results of this test were categorised into bands 1 through to 6 with band 1 as the lowest and band 6 as the highest.[37] Adrian Piccoli[image: External link], the NSW Education Minister[image: External link] confirmed that School Certificate tests would not continue after 2011.[38]
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 Higher School Certificate




Main article: Higher School Certificate (New South Wales)[image: External link]


The Higher School Certificate (HSC) is the usual Year 12 leaving certificate in NSW. Most students complete the HSC prior to entering the workforce or going on to study at university or TAFE[image: External link] (although the HSC itself can be completed at TAFE). The HSC must be completed for a student to get an Australian Tertiary Admission Rank[image: External link] (formerly Universities Admission Index[image: External link]), which determines the student's rank against fellow students who completed the Higher School Certificate.
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 Tertiary




Eleven universities primarily operate in New South Wales. Sydney is home to Australia's first university, the University of Sydney[image: External link] founded in 1850. Other universities include the University of New South Wales[image: External link], Macquarie University[image: External link], the University of Technology, Sydney[image: External link] and Western Sydney University[image: External link]. The Australian Catholic University[image: External link] has two of its six campuses in Sydney, and the private University of Notre Dame Australia[image: External link] also operates a secondary campus in the city.

Outside Sydney, the leading universities are the University of Newcastle[image: External link] and the University of Wollongong[image: External link]. Armidale is home to the University of New England[image: External link], and Charles Sturt University[image: External link] and Southern Cross University[image: External link] have campuses spread across cities in the state's south-west and north coast respectively.

The public universities are state government agencies, however they are largely regulated by the federal government, which also administers their public funding. Admission to NSW universities is arranged together with universities in the Australian Capital Territory by another government agency, the Universities Admission Centre.[image: External link]

Primarily vocational training is provided up the level of advanced diplomas is provided by the state government's ten Technical and Further Education[image: External link] (TAFE) institutes. These institutes run courses in more than130 campuses throughout the state.
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 Geography and ecology




Main article: Geography of New South Wales[image: External link]


New South Wales is bordered on the north by Queensland, on the west by South Australia, on the south by Victoria and on the east by the Tasman Sea. The Australian Capital Territory and the Jervis Bay Territory form a separately administered entity that is bordered entirely by New South Wales. The state can be divided geographically into four areas. New South Wales' three largest cities, Sydney, Newcastle and Wollongong, lie near the centre of a narrow coastal strip extending from cool temperate areas on the far south coast to subtropical[image: External link] areas near the Queensland border.

The Illawarra[image: External link] region is centred on the city of Wollongong, with the Shoalhaven[image: External link], Eurobodalla[image: External link] and the Sapphire Coast[image: External link] to the south. The Central Coast[image: External link] lies between Sydney and Newcastle, with the Mid North Coast[image: External link] and Northern Rivers[image: External link] regions reaching northwards to the Queensland border. Tourism is important to the economies of coastal towns such as Coffs Harbour[image: External link], Lismore[image: External link], Nowra[image: External link] and Port Macquarie[image: External link], but the region also produces seafood, beef, dairy, fruit, sugar cane and timber.

The Great Dividing Range extends from Victoria in the south through New South Wales to Queensland, parallel to the narrow coastal plain. This area includes the Snowy Mountains[image: External link], the Northern[image: External link], Central[image: External link] and Southern Tablelands[image: External link], the Southern Highlands[image: External link] and the South West Slopes[image: External link]. Whilst not particularly steep, many peaks of the range rise above 1,000 metres (3,281 ft), with the highest Mount Kosciuszko[image: External link] at 2,229 m (7,313 ft). Skiing in Australia began in this region at Kiandra[image: External link] around 1861. The relatively short ski season underwrites the tourist industry in the Snowy Mountains[image: External link]. Agriculture, particularly the wool industry, is important throughout the highlands. Major centres include Armidale[image: External link], Bathurst[image: External link], Bowral[image: External link], Goulburn[image: External link], Inverell[image: External link], Orange[image: External link], Queanbeyan[image: External link] and Tamworth[image: External link].

There are numerous forests in New South Wales, with such tree species as Red Gum Eucalyptus and Crow Ash (Flindersia australis[image: External link]), being represented.[39] Forest floors have a diverse set of understory shrubs and fungi. One of the widespread fungi is Witch's Butter[image: External link] (Tremella mesenterica[image: External link]).[40]

The western slopes and plains[image: External link] fill a significant portion of the state's area and have a much sparser population than areas nearer the coast. Agriculture is central to the economy of the western slopes, particularly the Riverina[image: External link] region and Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area[image: External link] in the state's south-west. Regional cities such as Albury[image: External link], Dubbo[image: External link], Griffith[image: External link] and Wagga Wagga[image: External link] and towns such as Deniliquin[image: External link], Leeton[image: External link] and Parkes[image: External link] exist primarily to service these agricultural regions. The western slopes descend slowly to the western plains that comprise almost two-thirds of the state and are largely arid or semi-arid. The mining town of Broken Hill[image: External link] is the largest centre in this area.[41]

One possible definition of the centre for New South Wales is located 33 kilometres (21 mi) west-north-west of Tottenham[image: External link].[42]
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 Climate




The major part of New South Wales, west of the Great Dividing Range, has an arid to semi arid[image: External link] climate. Rainfall averages from 150 millimetres (5.9 in) to 500 millimetres (20 in) a year throughout most of this region. Summer temperatures can be very hot, while winter nights can be quite cold in this region. Rainfall varies throughout the state. The far north-west receives the least, less than 180 mm (7 in) annually, while the east receives between 700 to 1,400 mm (28 to 55 in) of rain.[43]

The climate along the flat, coastal plain east of the range varies from oceanic in the south to humid subtropical in the northern half of the state, right above Wollongong. Rainfall is highest in this area; however, it still varies from around 800 millimetres (31 in) to as high as 3,000 millimetres (120 in) in the wettest areas, for example Dorrigo[image: External link]. Along the southern coast, rainfall is heaviest in winter due to cold fronts which move across southern Australia[image: External link]. While in the far north, around Lismore[image: External link], rain is heaviest in summer from tropical systems and occasionally even cyclones[image: External link].[43]

The climate in the southern half of the state is generally warm to hot in summer and cool in the winter. The seasons are more defined in the southern half of the state, especially as one moves inland towards South West Slopes[image: External link], Central West[image: External link] and the Riverina[image: External link] region. The climate in the northeast region[image: External link] of the state, or the North Coast[image: External link], bordering Queensland, is hot and humid in the summer and mild in winter. The Northern Tablelands[image: External link], which are also on the north coast, have relatively mild summers and cold winters, due to their high elevation on the Great Dividing Range.

Peaks along the Great Dividing Range vary from 500 metres (1,640 ft) to over 2,000 metres (6,562 ft) above sea level. Temperatures can be cool to cold in winter with frequent frosts[image: External link] and snowfall[image: External link], and are rarely hot in summer due to the elevation. Lithgow[image: External link] has a climate typical of the range, as do the regional cities of Orange[image: External link], Cooma[image: External link], Oberon[image: External link] and Armidale[image: External link]. Such places fall within the subtropical highland[image: External link] (Cwb) variety. Rainfall is moderate in this area, ranging from 600 to 800 mm (24 to 31 in).

Snowfall is common in the higher parts of the range, sometimes occurring as far north as the Queensland border. On the highest peaks of the Snowy Mountains[image: External link], the climate can be subpolar oceanic[image: External link] and even alpine on the higher peaks with very cold temperatures and heavy snow. The Blue Mountains[image: External link], Southern Tablelands[image: External link] and Central Tablelands[image: External link], which are situated on the Great Dividing Range, have mild to warm summers and cold winters, although not as severe as those in the Snowy Mountains.[43]

The highest maximum temperature recorded was 49.7 °C (121 °F) at Menindee[image: External link] in the west of the state on 10 January 1939. The lowest minimum temperature was −23 °C (−9 °F) at Charlotte Pass[image: External link] in the Snowy Mountains on 29 June 1994. This is also the lowest temperature recorded in the whole of Australia excluding the Antarctic Territory.[44]



	Climate data for New South Wales



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Record high °C (°F)
	49.7

(121.5)
	48.5

(119.3)
	46.7

(116.1)
	41.1

(106)
	34.4

(93.9)
	30.5

(86.9)
	31.7

(89.1)
	37.8

(100)
	39.6

(103.3)
	43.9

(111)
	46.8

(116.2)
	48.9

(120)
	49.7

(121.5)



	Record low °C (°F)
	−5.6

(21.9)
	−7.0

(19.4)
	−7.2

(19)
	−13.0

(8.6)
	−13.4

(7.9)
	−23.0

(−9.4)
	−19.6

(−3.3)
	−20.6

(−5.1)
	−16.7

(1.9)
	−12.0

(10.4)
	−9.4

(15.1)
	−7.0

(19.4)
	−23.0

(−9.4)



	Source: Bureau of Meteorology[45]
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 Economy




Main article: Economy of New South Wales[image: External link]


Since the 1970s, New South Wales has undergone an increasingly rapid economic and social transformation.[citation needed[image: External link]] Old industries such as steel and shipbuilding have largely disappeared; although agriculture remains important, its share of the state's income is smaller than ever before.[citation needed[image: External link]]

New industries such as information technology and financial services are largely centred in Sydney and have risen to take their place, with many companies having their Australian headquarters in Sydney CBD[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] In addition, the Macquarie Park[image: External link] area of Sydney has attracted the Australian headquarters[image: External link] of many information technology firms.

Coal and related products are the state's biggest export. Its value to the state's economy is over A$5 billion, accounting for about 19% of all exports from NSW.[46]

Tourism has also become important, with Sydney as its centre, also stimulating growth on the North Coast, around Coffs Harbour and Byron Bay.[citation needed[image: External link]] Tourism is worth over $25.1 billion to the New South Wales economy and employs 7.1% of the workforce.[47] In 2007, then-Premier of New South Wales Morris Iemma[image: External link] established Events New South Wales[image: External link] to "market Sydney and NSW as a leading global events destination". In July 2011 Events NSW merged with three key state authorities including Tourism NSW to establish Destination NSW[image: External link] (DNSW).[48]

New South Wales had a Gross State Product in 2010–11 (equivalent to Gross Domestic Product) of $419.9 billion which equalled $57,828 per capita.[49]

On 9 October 2007 NSW announced plans to build a 1,000 MW[image: External link] bank of wind powered turbines. The output of these is anticipated to be able to power up to 400,000 homes. The cost of this project will be $1.8 billion for 500 turbines.[50] On 28 August 2008 the New South Wales cabinet voted to privatise electricity retail[image: External link], causing 1,500 electrical workers to strike after a large anti-privatisation campaign.[51]

The NSW business community is represented by the NSW Business Chamber[image: External link] which has 30,000 members.
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 Agriculture




See also: Agriculture in Australia


Agriculture is spread throughout the eastern two-thirds of New South Wales. Cattle, sheep and pigs are the predominant types of livestock produced in NSW and they have been present since their importation during the earliest days of European settlement. Economically the state is the most important state in Australia, with about one-third of the country's sheep, one-fifth of its cattle, and one-third of its small number of pigs. New South Wales produces a large share of Australia's hay, fruit, legumes[image: External link], lucerne[image: External link], maize, nuts, wool, wheat, oats, oilseeds[image: External link] (about 51%), poultry, rice (about 99%),[52] vegetables, fishing including oyster farming, and forestry including wood chips.[53] Bananas and sugar are grown chiefly in the Clarence, Richmond and Tweed River areas.

Wools are produced on the Northern Tablelands[image: External link] as well as prime lambs and beef cattle. The cotton industry is centred in the Namoi Valley in northwestern New South Wales. On the central slopes there are many orchards, with the principal fruits grown being apples, cherries and pears.

About 40,200 hectares of vineyards lie across the eastern region of the state, with excellent wines produced in the Hunter Valley[image: External link], with the Riverina[image: External link] being the largest wine producer in New South Wales.[54] Australia’s largest and most valuable Thoroughbred[image: External link] horse breeding area is centred on Scone[image: External link] in the Hunter Valley.[55] The Hunter Valley is the home of the world-famous Coolmore[image: External link],[56] Darley[image: External link] and Kia-Ora[image: External link] Thoroughbred[image: External link] horse studs.

About half of Australia's timber production is in New South Wales. Large areas of the state are now being replanted with eucalyptus forests.
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 Riparian water rights




Under the Water Management Act 2000, updated riparian water rights[image: External link] were given to those within NSW with livestock[image: External link]. This change was named "The Domestic Stock Right" which gives "an owner or occupier of a landholding is entitled to take water from a river, estuary or lake which fronts their land or from an aquifer which is underlying their land for domestic consumption and stock watering without the need for an access licence."[57]
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 National parks




See also: Protected areas of New South Wales[image: External link]


New South Wales has more than 780 national parks and reserves covering more than 8% of the state.[58] These parks range from rainforests, waterfalls, rugged bush to marine wonderlands and outback deserts, including World Heritage areas.[59]

The Royal National Park[image: External link] on the southern outskirts of Sydney became Australia's first National Park when proclaimed on 26 April 1879. Originally named The National Park until 1955, this park was the second National Park to be established in the world after Yellowstone National Park[image: External link] in the U.S. Kosciuszko National Park[image: External link] is the largest park in state encompassing New South Wales' alpine region.[60]

The National Parks Association was formed in 1957 to create a system of national parks all over New South Wales which led to the formation of the National Parks and Wildlife Service[image: External link] in 1967.[61] This government agency is responsible for developing and maintaining the parks and reserve system, and conserving natural and cultural heritage, in the state of New South Wales. These parks preserve special habitats, plants and wildlife, such as the Wollemi National Park[image: External link] where the Wollemi Pine[image: External link] grows and areas sacred to Australian Aboriginals such as Mutawintji National Park[image: External link] in western New South Wales.
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 Sport




Main article: Sport in New South Wales[image: External link]


Throughout Australian history, NSW sporting teams have been very successful in both winning domestic competitions and providing players to the Australian national teams.

The largest sporting competition in the state is the National Rugby League[image: External link], which expanded from the New South Wales Rugby League[image: External link] and Australian Rugby Leagues[image: External link] whose headquarters are in Sydney. The state is represented by The 'Blues'[image: External link] in the traditional State of Origin series. Sydney is the spiritual home of Australian rugby league and to 9 of the 16 NRL[image: External link] teams: (Sydney Roosters[image: External link], South Sydney Rabbitohs[image: External link], Parramatta Eels[image: External link], Cronulla-Sutherland Sharks[image: External link], Wests Tigers[image: External link], Penrith Panthers[image: External link], Canterbury Bulldogs[image: External link] and Manly-Warringah Sea Eagles[image: External link]), as well as being the northern home of the St George Illawarra Dragons[image: External link], which is half-based in Wollongong[image: External link]. A tenth team, the Newcastle Knights[image: External link] is located in Newcastle. The City vs Country Origin[image: External link] match is also taken to various regional cities around the state.

The state is represented by four teams in soccer's A-League[image: External link]: Sydney FC[image: External link] (the inaugural champions in 2005–06), the Western Sydney Wanderers[image: External link], the Central Coast Mariners[image: External link], based at Gosford and the Newcastle United Jets[image: External link] (2007–08 A League Champions). Australian rules football has historically not been strong in New South Wales outside the Riverina[image: External link] region. However, the Sydney Swans[image: External link] relocated from South Melbourne[image: External link] in 1982 and their presence and success since the late 1990s has raised the profile of Australian rules football, especially after their AFL premiership in 2005. A second NSW AFL club, the Greater Western Sydney Giants[image: External link], entered the competition in 2012. Other teams in national competitions include basketball's Sydney Kings[image: External link], Sydney Uni Flames, rugby union's NSW Waratahs[image: External link] and netball's Sydney Swifts[image: External link].

Sydney was the host of the 2000 Summer Olympics and the 1938 British Empire Games[image: External link]. The Olympic Stadium, now known as ANZ Stadium[image: External link] is the scene of the annual NRL Grand Final. It also regularly hosts State of Origin matches and rugby union internationals, and hosted the final of the 2003 Rugby World Cup[image: External link] and the football World Cup[image: External link] qualifier[image: External link] between Australia[image: External link] and Uruguay[image: External link].

The main summer sport is cricket and the SCG[image: External link] hosts the 'New Year' cricket Test match[image: External link] from 2–6 January each year, and is also one of the sites for the finals of the One Day International[image: External link] series. The NSW Blues[image: External link] play in the Ford Ranger Cup[image: External link] and Sheffield Shield[image: External link] cricket competitions. The annual Sydney to Hobart Yacht Race begins in Sydney Harbour on Boxing Day. The climax of Australia's touring car racing[image: External link] series is the Bathurst 1000[image: External link], held near the city of Bathurst[image: External link].

The popular equine sports of campdrafting[image: External link] and polocrosse[image: External link] were developed in New South Wales and competitions are now held across Australia. Polocrosse is now played in many overseas countries.

Major professional teams include:


	
Australian rules football: Sydney Swans[image: External link], Greater Western Sydney Giants[image: External link]


	
Basketball[image: External link]: Sydney Kings[image: External link], Wollongong Hawks[image: External link]


	
Cricket[image: External link]: New South Wales Blues[image: External link], Sydney Sixers[image: External link], Sydney Thunder[image: External link]


	
Netball[image: External link]: New South Wales Swifts[image: External link]


	
Baseball[image: External link]: Sydney Blue Sox[image: External link]


	
Rugby league:

	Representative: New South Wales Blues[image: External link]


	Clubs: Sydney Roosters[image: External link], South Sydney Rabbitohs[image: External link], Wests Tigers[image: External link], St George Illawarra Dragons[image: External link], Canterbury-Bankstown Bulldogs[image: External link], Manly-Warringah Sea Eagles[image: External link], Parramatta Eels[image: External link], Penrith Panthers[image: External link], Cronulla-Sutherland Sharks[image: External link], Newcastle Knights[image: External link]






	
Rugby union: New South Wales Waratahs[image: External link]


	
Soccer: Sydney FC[image: External link], Western Sydney Wanderers[image: External link], Newcastle Jets[image: External link], Central Coast Mariners[image: External link]
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 Culture




As Australia's most populous state, New South Wales is home to a number of cultural institutions of importance to the nation. In music, New South Wales is home to the Sydney Symphony Orchestra[image: External link], Australia's busiest and largest orchestra. Australia's largest opera company, Opera Australia, is headquartered in Sydney. Both of these organisations perform a subscription series at the Sydney Opera House. Other major musical bodies include the Australian Chamber Orchestra[image: External link]. Sydney is host to the Australian Ballet[image: External link] for its Sydney season (the ballet is headquartered in Melbourne). Apart from the Sydney Opera House[image: External link], major musical performance venues include the City Recital Hall[image: External link] and the Sydney Town Hall[image: External link].

New South Wales is home to several major museums and art galleries, including the Australian Museum, the Powerhouse Museum[image: External link], the Museum of Sydney[image: External link], the Art Gallery of New South Wales and the Museum of Contemporary Art[image: External link].

Sydney is home to five Arts teaching organisations, which have all produced world-famous students: The National Art School, The College of Fine Arts, the National Institute of Dramatic Art (NIDA)[image: External link], the Australian Film, Television & Radio School and the Conservatorium of Music (now part of the University of Sydney[image: External link]).

New South Wales is the setting and shooting location of many Australian films, including Mad Max 2[image: External link], which was shot near the near the mining town of Broken Hill. The state has also attracted international productions, both as a setting, such as in Mission: Impossible II[image: External link], and as a stand-in for other locations, as seen in The Matrix[image: External link] franchise, The Great Gatsby[image: External link] and Unbroken[image: External link].[62][63] 20th Century Fox[image: External link] operates Fox Studios Australia[image: External link] in Sydney. Screen NSW[image: External link], which controls the state film industry, generates approximately $100 million into the New South Wales economy each year.[64]
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Liberal Democracy






"Liberal democrat" redirects here. For similarly-named political parties, see Liberal Democrats[image: External link].

Liberal democracy is a liberal[image: External link] political ideology[image: External link] and a form of government[image: External link] in which representative democracy[image: External link] operates under the principles of classical liberalism[image: External link]. It is also called western democracy[image: External link]. It is characterized by fair, free, and competitive elections[image: External link] between multiple distinct[image: External link] political parties[image: External link], a separation of powers[image: External link] into different branches of government[image: External link], the rule of law[image: External link] in everyday life as part of an open society[image: External link], and the equal protection of human rights[image: External link], civil rights[image: External link], civil liberties, and political freedoms[image: External link] for all people. To define the system in practice, liberal democracies often draw upon a constitution[image: External link], either formally written or uncodified[image: External link], to delineate the powers of government and enshrine the social contract[image: External link]. After a period of sustained expansion throughout the 20th century, liberal democracy became the predominant political system in the world.

A liberal democracy may take various constitutional forms: it may be a constitutional monarchy (Australia, Belgium, Canada, Japan, Norway, Spain and the United Kingdom) or a republic (France, India, Ireland, the United States). It may have a parliamentary system[image: External link] (Australia, India, Ireland, the United Kingdom), a presidential system[image: External link] (Indonesia, the United States), or a semi-presidential system[image: External link] (France).

Liberal democracies usually have universal suffrage[image: External link], granting all adult[image: External link] citizens the right to vote regardless of race, gender or property ownership. Historically, however, some countries regarded as liberal democracies have had a more limited franchise[image: External link], and some do not have secret ballots[image: External link]. There may also be qualifications such as voters being required to register before being allowed to vote. The decisions made through elections are made not by all of the citizens, but rather by those who choose to participate by voting.

The liberal democratic constitution defines the democratic character of the state. The purpose of a constitution is often seen as a limit on the authority of the government. Liberal democracy emphasises the separation of powers, an independent judiciary, and a system of checks and balances[image: External link] between branches of government. Liberal democracies are likely to emphasise the importance of the state being a Rechtsstaat[image: External link], i.e., a state that follows the principle of rule of law[image: External link]. Governmental authority is legitimately exercised only in accordance with written, publicly disclosed laws[image: External link] adopted and enforced in accordance with established procedure. Many democracies use federalism[image: External link]—also known as vertical separation of powers—in order to prevent abuse and increase public input by dividing governing powers between municipal, provincial and national governments (e.g., Germany where the federal government assumes the main legislative responsibilities and the federated Länder assume many executive tasks).[citation needed[image: External link]]



TOP
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 Rights and freedoms




In practice, democracies do have limits on certain freedoms. There are various legal limitations such as copyright[image: External link] and laws against defamation[image: External link]. There may be limits on anti-democratic speech, on attempts to undermine human rights[image: External link], and on the promotion or justification of terrorism[image: External link]. In the United States more than in Europe, during the Cold War[image: External link], such restrictions applied to Communists[image: External link]. Now they are more commonly applied to organisations perceived as promoting actual terrorism or the incitement of group hatred. Examples include anti-terrorism legislation[image: External link], the shutting down of Hezbollah[image: External link] satellite broadcasts, and some laws against hate speech[image: External link]. Critics claim that these limitations may go too far and that there may be no due and fair judicial process.

The common justification for these limits is that they are necessary to guarantee the existence of democracy, or the existence of the freedoms themselves. For example, allowing free speech for those advocating mass murder undermines the right to life and security. Opinion is divided on how far democracy can extend to include the enemies of democracy in the democratic process. If relatively small numbers of people are excluded from such freedoms for these reasons, a country may still be seen as a liberal democracy. Some argue that this is only quantitatively (not qualitatively) different from autocracies that persecute opponents, since only a small number of people are affected and the restrictions are less severe. Others emphasise that democracies are different. At least in theory, opponents of democracy are also allowed due process under the rule of law.

However, many governments considered to be democratic have restrictions upon expressions considered anti-democratic, such as Holocaust denial[image: External link][citation needed[image: External link]] and hate speech[image: External link], including prison sentences, ofttimes seen as anomalous for the concept of free speech. Members of political organisations with connections to prior totalitarianism (typically formerly predominant Communist, fascist[image: External link] or National Socialists) may be deprived of the vote and the privilege of holding certain jobs. Discriminatory[image: External link] behaviour may be prohibited, such as refusal by owners of public accommodations to serve persons on grounds of race, religion, ethnicity, gender, or sexual orientation. For example, in Canada, a printer who refused to print materials for the Canadian Lesbian and Gay Archives was fined $5,000, incurred $100,000 in legal fees, and was ordered to pay a further $40,000 of his opponents' legal fees by the Human Rights Tribunal.[1]

Other rights considered fundamental in one country may be foreign to other governments. For instance, the constitutions of Canada, India, Israel, Mexico and the United States guarantee freedom from double jeopardy[image: External link], a right not provided in other legal systems. Also, legal systems that use politically elected court jurors, such as Sweden[image: External link], view a (partly) politicised court system as a main component of accountable government, distinctly alien to democracies employing trial by jury[image: External link] designed to shield against the influence of politicians over trials. Similarly, many Americans consider the right to keep and bear arms[image: External link] to be an essential feature to safeguard the right to revolution[image: External link] against a potentially abusive government, while other countries do not recognise this as fundamental (the United Kingdom, for example, having very strict limitations[image: External link] on the gun ownership by individuals).
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 Preconditions




Although they are not part of the system of government as such, a modicum of individual[image: External link] and economic freedoms, which result in the formation of a significant middle class[image: External link] and a broad and flourishing civil society[image: External link], are often seen as pre-conditions for liberal democracy (Lipset 1959).[citation needed[image: External link]]

For countries without a strong tradition of democratic majority rule, the introduction of free elections alone has rarely been sufficient to achieve a transition from dictatorship to democracy; a wider shift in the political culture and gradual formation of the institutions of democratic government are needed. There are various examples—for instance, in Latin America[image: External link]—of countries that were able to sustain democracy only temporarily or in a limited fashion until wider cultural changes established the conditions under which democracy could flourish.[citation needed[image: External link]]

One of the key aspects of democratic culture is the concept of a "loyal opposition[image: External link]", where political competitors may disagree, but they must tolerate one another and acknowledge the legitimate and important roles that each play. This is an especially difficult cultural shift to achieve in nations where transitions of power have historically taken place through violence. The term means, in essence, that all sides in a democracy share a common commitment to its basic values. The ground rules of the society must encourage tolerance and civility in public debate. In such a society, the losers accept the judgment of the voters when the election is over, and allow for the peaceful transfer of power. The losers are safe in the knowledge that they will neither lose their lives nor their liberty, and will continue to participate in public life. They are loyal not to the specific policies of the government, but to the fundamental legitimacy of the state and to the democratic process itself.
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 Origins




Liberal democracy traces its origins—and its name—to the European 18th-century, also known as the Age of Enlightenment[image: External link]. At the time, the vast majority of European states were monarchies[image: External link], with political power held either by the monarch[image: External link] or the aristocracy[image: External link]. The possibility of democracy had not been a seriously considered political theory since classical antiquity[image: External link], and the widely held belief was that democracies would be inherently unstable and chaotic in their policies due to the changing whims of the people. It was further believed that democracy was contrary to human nature[image: External link], as human beings were seen to be inherently evil, violent and in need of a strong leader to restrain their destructive impulses. Many European monarchs held that their power had been ordained by God[image: External link], and that questioning their right to rule was tantamount to blasphemy[image: External link].[2]

These conventional views were challenged at first by a relatively small group of Enlightenment intellectuals[image: External link], who believed that human affairs should be guided by reason[image: External link] and principles of liberty and equality. They argued that all people are created equal[image: External link], and therefore political authority cannot be justified on the basis of "noble blood", a supposed privileged connection to God, or any other characteristic that is alleged to make one person superior to others. They further argued that governments exist to serve the people, not vice versa, and that laws should apply to those who govern as well as to the governed (a concept known as rule of law[image: External link]).

Some of these ideas began to be expressed in England in the 17th century.[3] Passage of the Petition of Right[image: External link] in 1628 and Habeas Corpus Act[image: External link] in 1679 established certain liberties for subjects. The idea of a political party took form with groups debating rights to political representation during the Putney Debates[image: External link] of 1647. After the English Civil Wars[image: External link] (1642–1651) and the Glorious Revolution[image: External link] of 1688, the Bill of Rights[image: External link] was enacted in 1689, which codified certain rights and liberties. The Bill set out the requirement for regular elections, rules for freedom of speech in Parliament and limited the power of the monarch, ensuring that, unlike much of Europe at the time, royal absolutism[image: External link] would not prevail.[4][5] This led to significant social change in Britain in terms of the position of individuals in society and the growing power of Parliament[image: External link] in relation to the monarch[image: External link].[6][7]

By the late 18th century, leading philosophers of the day had published works that spread around the European continent and beyond. These ideas and beliefs inspired the American Revolution[image: External link] and the French Revolution[image: External link], which gave birth to the ideology of liberalism[image: External link] and instituted forms of government that attempted to apply the principles of the Enlightenment philosophers into practice. Neither of these forms of government was precisely what we would call a liberal democracy we know today (the most significant differences being that voting rights were still restricted to a minority of the population and slavery remained a legal institution), and the French attempt turned out to be short-lived, but they were the prototypes from which liberal democracy later grew. Since the supporters of these forms of government were known as liberals, the governments themselves came to be known as liberal democracies.[citation needed[image: External link]]

When the first prototypical liberal democracies were founded, the liberals themselves were viewed as an extreme and rather dangerous fringe group that threatened international peace and stability. The conservative monarchists[image: External link] who opposed liberalism and democracy saw themselves as defenders of traditional values and the natural order of things, and their criticism of democracy seemed vindicated when Napoleon Bonaparte[image: External link] took control of the young French Republic[image: External link], reorganised it into the first French Empire[image: External link] and proceeded to conquer most of Europe. Napoleon was eventually defeated and the Holy Alliance[image: External link] was formed in Europe to prevent any further spread of liberalism or democracy. However, liberal democratic ideals soon became widespread among the general population, and, over the 19th century, traditional monarchy was forced on a continuous defensive and withdrawal.

The dominions of the British Empire became laboratories for liberal democracy from the mid 19th century onward. In Canada, responsible government began in the 1840s and in Australia and New Zealand, parliamentary government elected by male suffrage[image: External link] and secret ballot[image: External link] was established from the 1850s and female suffrage[image: External link] achieved from the 1890s.[8]

Reforms and revolutions helped move most European countries towards liberal democracy. Liberalism ceased being a fringe opinion and joined the political mainstream. At the same time, a number of non-liberal ideologies developed that took the concept of liberal democracy and made it their own. The political spectrum changed; traditional monarchy became more and more a fringe view and liberal democracy became more and more mainstream. By the end of the 19th century, liberal democracy was no longer only a "liberal" idea, but an idea supported by many different ideologies. After World War I[image: External link] and especially after World War II, liberal democracy achieved a dominant position among theories of government and is now endorsed by the vast majority of the political spectrum.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Although liberal democracy was originally put forward by Enlightenment liberals, the relationship between democracy and liberalism has been controversial since the beginning, and was problematized in the 20th century.[9] The ideology of liberalism—particularly in its classical[image: External link] form—is highly individualistic[image: External link] and concerns itself with limiting the power of the state over the individual. In contrast, democracy[image: External link] is seen by some[ who?[image: External link]] as a collectivist[image: External link] ideal, concerned with empowering the masses. Thus, liberal democracy may be seen as a compromise between liberal individualism and democratic collectivism. Those[ who?[image: External link]] who hold this view sometimes point to the existence of illiberal democracy[image: External link] and liberal autocracy[image: External link] as evidence that constitutional liberalism and democratic government are not necessarily interconnected.[citation needed[image: External link]] On the other hand, there is the view that constitutional liberalism and democratic government are not only compatible but necessary for the true existence of each other,[ who?[image: External link]][citation needed[image: External link]] both arising from the underlying concept of political equality. It has also been defended that freedom and equality are necessary for a liberal democracy.[10] The research institute Freedom House[image: External link] today simply defines liberal democracy as an electoral democracy also protecting civil liberties.
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 Liberal democracies around the world




Several organisations and political scientists maintain lists of free and unfree states, both in the present and going back a couple centuries. Of these, the best known may be the Polity Data Set[14] and that produced by Freedom House[image: External link].

There is agreement amongst several intellectuals and organisations such as Freedom House[image: External link] that the states of the European Union[image: External link], Norway, Iceland, Switzerland, Japan, Argentina, Brazil, Chile, South Korea, Taiwan, the United States, India, Canada,[15][16][17][18][19] Mexico, Uruguay, Costa Rica, Israel, South Africa, Australia, and New Zealand[20] are liberal democracies, with Canada having the largest land area and India currently having the largest population among the democracies in the world.[21] Most Liberal democracies are Western societies (with exception of Japan, India, South Korea, Romania, Bulgaria)

Freedom House[image: External link] considers many of the officially democratic governments in Africa and the former Soviet Union to be undemocratic in practice, usually because the sitting government has a strong influence over election outcomes. Many of these countries are in a state of considerable flux.

Officially non-democratic forms of government, such as single-party states and dictatorships are more common in East Asia, the Middle East, and North Africa.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Types
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Plurality voting system[image: External link] award seats according to regional majorities. The political party or individual candidate who receives the most votes, wins the seat which represents that locality. There are other democratic electoral systems, such as the various forms of proportional representation, which award seats according to the proportion of individual votes that a party receives nationwide or in a particular region.

One of the main points of contention between these two systems, is whether to have representatives who are able to effectively represent specific regions in a country, or to have all citizens' vote count the same, regardless of where in the country they happen to live.

Some countries such as Germany and New Zealand, address the conflict between these two forms of representation, by having two categories of seats in the lower house of their national legislative bodies. The first category of seats is appointed according to regional popularity, and the remainder are awarded to give the parties a proportion of seats that is equal—or as equal as practicable—to their proportion of nationwide votes. This system is commonly called mixed member proportional representation[image: External link].

Australia incorporates both systems in having the preferential voting[image: External link] system applicable to the lower house and proportional representation by state in the upper house. This system is argued to result in a more stable government, while having a better diversity of parties to review its actions.
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 Presidential vs. parliamentary systems




A presidential system[image: External link] is a system of government[image: External link] of a republic in which the executive branch[image: External link] is elected separately from the legislative[image: External link]. A parliamentary system[image: External link] is distinguished by the executive branch of government[image: External link] being dependent on the direct or indirect support of the parliament[image: External link], often expressed through a vote of confidence[image: External link].

The presidential system of democratic government has become popular in Latin America, Africa, and parts of the former Soviet Union, largely by the example of the United States. Constitutional monarchies (dominated by elected parliaments) are popular in Northern Europe and some former colonies which peacefully separated, such as Australia and Canada. Others have also arisen in Spain, East Asia, and a variety of small nations around the world. Former British territories such as South Africa, India, Ireland, and the United States opted for different forms at the time of independence. The parliamentary system is popular in the European Union[image: External link] and neighboring countries.
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 Issues and criticism




Further information: Criticism of democracy[image: External link]
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 Lacking direct democracy




As liberal democracy is a variant of representative democracy[image: External link], it does not directly respect the will of average citizens except when citizens elect representatives. Given this that a small number of elected representatives make decisions and policies about how a nation is governed, the laws that govern the lives of its citizens, elite theorists[image: External link] such as Robert Michels[image: External link] argue that representative democracy and thereby liberal democracy is merely a decoration over an oligarchy[image: External link];[22] political theorist Robert A. Dahl[image: External link] has described liberal democracies as polyarchies[image: External link]. For these reasons and others, opponents support other, more direct forms of governance such as direct democracy[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

It has generally been argued by those who support liberal democracy or representative democracy[image: External link] that minority interests and individual liberties must be protected from the majority; for instance in Federalist No. 10[image: External link] James Madison[image: External link] states, "the most common and durable source of factions has been the various and unequal distribution of property. Those who hold and those who are without property have ever formed distinct interests in society." In order to prevent a minority, in this case, land owners, from being marginalised by a majority, in this case non-land owners, it prescribes what it calls a republic. Unmoderated majority rule could, in this view, lead to an oppression of minorities (see Majoritarianism[image: External link] below). Another argument is that the elected leaders may be more interested and able than the average voter. A third is that it takes much effort and time if everyone should gather information, discuss, and vote on most issues. Direct democracy proponents in turn have counter-arguments, see the Direct democracy[image: External link]. Switzerland is a functioning example of direct democracy.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Today, Many liberal democracies have elements of direct democracy[image: External link] such as referendums[image: External link], plebiscites[image: External link], initiatives[image: External link], recall elections[image: External link], and models of "Deliberative democracy[image: External link]". Also, several states in the United States have functional aspects that are directly democratic. Uruguay is another example. Many other countries have referendums to a lesser degree in their political system.
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 Dictatorship of the bourgeoisie




Some Marxists[image: External link], communists[image: External link], socialists[image: External link] and anarchists[image: External link] argue that liberal democracy, under capitalist ideology[image: External link], is constitutively class[image: External link]-based and therefore can never be democratic or participatory[image: External link]. It is referred to as bourgeois[image: External link] democracy because ultimately politicians fight only for the rights of the bourgeoisie. According to Marx, representation of the interests of different classes is proportional to the influence which a particular class can purchase (through bribes, transmission of propaganda through mass media, economic blackmail, donations for political parties and their campaigns, etc.). Thus, the public interest, in so-called liberal democracies, is systematically corrupted by the wealth of those classes rich enough to gain (the appearance of) representation. Because of this, multi-party democracies under capitalist ideology are always distorted and anti-democratic, their operation merely furthering the class interests of the owners of the means of production.

According to Marx, the bourgeois class becomes wealthy through a drive to appropriate the surplus-value of the creative labours of the working class. This drive obliges the bourgeois class to amass ever-larger fortunes by increasing the proportion of surplus-value by exploiting the working class through capping workers' terms and conditions as close to poverty levels as possible. (Incidentally, this obligation demonstrates the clear limit to bourgeois freedom, even for the bourgeoisie itself.)

Thus, according to Marx, parliamentary elections are no more than a cynical, systemic attempt to deceive the people by permitting them, every now and again, to endorse one or other of the bourgeoisie's predetermined choices of which political party can best advocate the interests of capital. Once elected, this parliament, as a dictatorship of the bourgeoisie, enacts regulations that actively support the interests of its true constituency, the bourgeoisie.

Vladimir Lenin once argued that liberal democracy had simply been used to give an illusion of democracy while maintaining the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie.

In short, popular elections are nothing but the appearance of having the power of decision of who among the ruling classes[image: External link] will misrepresent the people in parliament.[23]

The cost of political campaigning in representative democracies favors the rich, a form of plutocracy[image: External link] where only a very small number of individuals can actually affect government policy.[citation needed[image: External link]] In Athenian democracy, some public offices were randomly[image: External link] allocated to citizens, in order to inhibit the effects of plutocracy. Aristotle described the law courts in Athens which were selected by lot as democratic[24] and described elections as oligarchic.[25]

Liberal democracy has also been attacked by some socialists[image: External link][ who?[image: External link]] as a dishonest farce used to keep the masses from realizing that their will is irrelevant in the political process, while at the same time a conspiracy[image: External link] for making them restless for some political agenda. Some contend that it encourages candidates to make deals with wealthy supporters, offering favorable legislation if the candidate is elected—perpetuating conspiracies for monopolisation[image: External link] of key areas. Campaign finance reform[image: External link] is an attempt to correct this perceived problem.

In response to these claims, United States economist Steven Levitt[image: External link] argues in his book Freakonomics[image: External link] that campaign spending is no guarantee of electoral success. He compared electoral success of the same pair of candidates running against one another repeatedly for the same job, as often happens in United States Congressional elections, where spending levels varied. He concludes:


	"A winning candidate can cut his spending in half and lose only 1 percent of the vote. Meanwhile, a losing candidate who doubles his spending can expect to shift the vote in his favor by only that same 1 percent."[26]




It might be said[by whom?[image: External link]] that Levitt's response misses the Socialist point, which is that citizens who have little to no money at all are blocked from political office entirely. This argument is not refuted merely by noting that either doubling or halving of electoral spending will only shift a given candidate's chances of winning by 1 percent.
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 Media




Critics of the role of the media in liberal democracies allege that concentration of media ownership[image: External link] leads to major distortions of democratic processes. In Manufacturing Consent: The Political Economy of the Mass Media[image: External link], Edward S. Herman[image: External link] and Noam Chomsky[image: External link] argue, via their Propaganda Model[image: External link][27] that the corporate media limits the availability of contesting views, and assert this creates a narrow spectrum of elite opinion. This is a natural consequence, they say, of the close ties between powerful corporations[image: External link] and the media and thus limited and restricted to the explicit views of those who can afford it.[28]

Media commentators also point out that the influential early champions of the media industry held fundamentally anti-democratic views, opposing the general population's involvement in creating policy.[29] Walter Lippmann[image: External link] writing in The Phantom Public[image: External link] (1925), sought to "put the public in its place" so that those in power would be "free of the trampling and roar of a bewildered herd,"[30] while Edward Bernays[image: External link], originator of public relations, sought to "regiment the public mind every bit as much as an army regiments their bodies."[31]

Defenders responding to such arguments assert that constitutionally protected freedom of speech[image: External link] makes it possible for both for-profit and non-profit organisations to debate the issues. They argue that media coverage in democracies simply reflects public preferences, and does not entail censorship. Especially with new forms of media such as the Internet, it is not expensive to reach a wide audience, if there is an interest for the ideas presented.
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 Limited voter turnout




For more details on this topic, see Voter turnout[image: External link].

Low voter turnout, whether the cause is disenchantment, indifference or contentment with the status quo, may be seen as a problem, especially if disproportionate in particular segments of the population. Although turnout levels vary greatly among modern democratic countries, and in various types and levels of elections within countries, at some point low turnout may prompt questions as to whether the results reflect the will of the people, whether the causes may be indicative of concerns to the society in question, or in extreme cases the legitimacy[image: External link] of the electoral system.

Get out the vote[image: External link] campaigns, either by governments or private groups, may increase voter turnout, but distinctions must be made between general campaigns to raise the turnout rate and partisan efforts to aid a particular candidate, party or cause.

Several nations have forms of compulsory voting, with various degrees of enforcement. Proponents argue that this increases the legitimacy, and thus also popular acceptance, of the elections and ensures political participation by all those affected by the political process, and reduces the costs associated with encouraging voting. Arguments against include restriction of freedom, economic costs of enforcement, increased number of invalid and blank votes, and random voting.[32]

Other alternatives include increased use of absentee ballots[image: External link], or other measures to ease or improve the ability to vote, including Electronic voting[image: External link].
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 Ethnic and religious conflicts




For historical reasons, many states are not culturally and ethnically homogeneous. There may be sharp ethnic, linguistic, religious and cultural divisions. In fact, some groups may be actively hostile to each other. A democracy, which by definition allows mass participation in decision-making theoretically also allows the use of the political process against 'enemy' groups.

The collapse of the Soviet Union[image: External link] and the partial democratisation[image: External link] of Soviet bloc states was followed by wars in the former Yugoslavia[image: External link], in the Caucasus[image: External link], and in Moldova. Nevertheless, some people believe that the fall of Communism[image: External link] and the increase in the number of democratic states were accompanied by a sudden and dramatic decline in total warfare, interstate wars, ethnic[image: External link] wars, revolutionary[image: External link] wars, and the number of refugees[image: External link] and displaced people (worldwide, not in the countries of the former sovietic bloc).[citation needed[image: External link]] This trend, however, can be attributed to the end of cold war and the natural exhaustion of said conflicts, many of which were fueled by the USA and the USSR[33] See also the section below on Majoritarianism and Democratic peace theory.

In her book World on Fire[image: External link], Yale Law School[image: External link] professor Amy Chua[image: External link] posits that "when free market democracy is pursued in the presence of a market-dominant minority, the almost invariable result is backlash. This backlash typically takes one of three forms. The first is a backlash against markets, targeting the market-dominant minority's wealth. The second is a backlash against democracy by forces favorable to the market-dominant minority. The third is violence, sometimes genocidal, directed against the market-dominant minority itself.".[34]
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 Bureaucracy




A persistent libertarian[image: External link] and monarchist[image: External link] critique of democracy is the claim that it encourages the elected representatives to change the law without necessity, and in particular to pour forth a flood of new laws (as described in Herbert Spencer[image: External link]'s The Man Versus The State[image: External link]). This is seen as pernicious in several ways. New laws constrict the scope of what were previously private liberties. Rapidly changing laws make it difficult for a willing non-specialist to remain law-abiding. This may be an invitation for law-enforcement agencies to misuse power. The claimed continual complication of the law may be contrary to a claimed simple and eternal natural law[image: External link]—although there is no consensus on what this natural law is, even among advocates. Supporters of democracy point to the complex bureaucracy and regulations that has occurred in dictatorships, like many of the former Communist states.

The bureaucracy in Liberal democracies is often criticised for a claimed slowness and complexity of their decision-making. The term "Red tape[image: External link]" is a synonym of slow bureaucratic functioning that hinders quick results in a liberal democracy.
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 Short-term focus




Modern liberal democracies, by definition, allow for regular changes of government. That has led to a common criticism of their short-term focus. In four or five years the government will face a new election, and it must think of how it will win that election. That would encourage a preference for policies that will bring short term benefits to the electorate (or to self-interested politicians) before the next election, rather than unpopular policy with longer term benefits. This criticism assumes that it is possible to make long term predictions for a society, something Karl Popper[image: External link] has criticised as historicism[image: External link].

Besides the regular review of governing entities, short-term focus in a democracy could also be the result of collective short-term thinking. For example, consider a campaign for policies aimed at reducing environmental damage while causing temporary increase in unemployment. However, this risk applies also to other political systems.

Anarcho-capitalist[image: External link] Hans-Herman Hoppe[image: External link] explained short-termism of the democratic governments by the rational choice of currently ruling group to over exploit temporarily accessible resources, thus deriving maximal economic advantage to the members of this group. He contrasted this with hereditary[image: External link] monarchy[image: External link], in which a monarch has an interest in preserving the long-term capital value of his property (i.e. the country he owns) counterbalancing his desire to extract immediate revenue. He argues that the historical record of levels of taxation in certain monarchies (20–25%)[35] and certain liberal democracies (30–60%) seems to confirm this contention.[36]
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 Public choice theory




Public choice theory[image: External link] is a branch of economics[image: External link] that studies the decision-making behaviour of voters, politicians and government officials from the perspective of economic theory. One studied problem is that each voter has little influence and may therefore have a rational ignorance[image: External link] regarding political issues.[citation needed[image: External link]] This may allow special interest groups[image: External link] to gain subsidies[image: External link] and regulations beneficial to them but harmful to society.[citation needed[image: External link]] However, special interest groups may be equally or more influential in nondemocracies.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Majoritarianism




Main articles: Majority rule[image: External link] and Tyranny of the majority[image: External link]


The tyranny of the majority[image: External link] is the fear that a direct democratic government, reflecting the majority view, can take action that oppresses a particular minority; for instance a minority holding wealth, property ownership, or power (see Federalist No. 10[image: External link]) or a minority of a certain racial and ethnic origin, class or nationality. Theoretically, the majority is a majority of all citizens. If citizens are not compelled by law to vote it is usually a majority of those who choose to vote. If such of group constitutes a minority then it is possible that a minority could, in theory, oppress another minority in the name of the majority. However, such an argument could apply to both direct democracy[image: External link] or representative democracy[image: External link]. In comparison to a direct democracy where every citizen is forced to vote, under liberal democracies the wealth and power is usually concentrated in the hands of a small privileged class who have significant power over the political process (See inverted totalitarianism[image: External link]). It is argued by some[ who?[image: External link]] that in representative democracies this minority makes the majority of the policies and potentially oppresses the minority or even the majority in the name of the majority (see Silent majority[image: External link]). Several de facto dictatorships also have compulsory, but not "free and fair", voting in order to try to increase the legitimacy of the regime, such as North Korea[image: External link].[37][38]

Possible examples of a minority being oppressed by or in the name of the majority:


	Those potentially subject to conscription[image: External link] are a minority possibly because of socioeconomic reasons.

	The minority who are wealthy often use their money and influence to manipulate the political process against the interests of the rest of the population, who are the minority in terms of income and access.

	Several European countries have introduced bans on personal religious symbols in state schools. Opponents see this as a violation of rights to freedom of religion. Supporters see it as following from the separation of state and religious activities.

	Prohibition of pornography[image: External link] is typically determined by what the majority is prepared to accept.

	The private possession of various weapons[image: External link] (i.e. batons[image: External link], nunchakus[image: External link], brass knuckles[image: External link], pepper spray[image: External link], firearms[image: External link] etc...) is arbitrarily criminalized in several democracies (i.e. the United Kingdom, Belgium, etc...), with such arbitrary criminalization can be motivated by attempts to increase safety in the society, to reduce general violence, instances of homicide, or perhaps by moralism, classism and/or paternalism.

	
Recreational drug, caffeine, tobacco and alcohol use[image: External link] is too often criminalised[image: External link] or otherwise suppressed by majorities, originally for racist, classist, religious or paternalistic motives.[39][40][41][42]


	Society's treatment of homosexuals[image: External link] is also cited in this context. Homosexual acts were widely criminalised in democracies until several decades ago; in some democracies they still are, reflecting the religious or sexual mores of the majority.

	The Athenian democracy and the early United States had slavery[image: External link].

	The majority often taxes the minority who are wealthy at progressively higher rates[image: External link], with the intention that the wealthy will incur a larger tax burden for social purposes.

	In prosperous western representative democracies, the poor form a minority of the population, and may not have the power to use the state to initiate redistribution when a majority of the electorate opposes such designs. When the poor form a distinct underclass[image: External link], the majority may use the democratic process to, in effect, withdraw the protection of the state[image: External link].

	An often quoted example of the 'tyranny of the majority' is that Adolf Hitler[image: External link] came to power by legitimate democratic procedures. The Nazi[image: External link] party gained the largest share of votes in the democratic Weimar republic[image: External link] in 1933. Some might consider this an example of "tyranny of a minority" since he never gained a majority vote, but it is common for a plurality[image: External link] to exercise power in democracies, so the rise of Hitler cannot be considered irrelevant. However, his regime's large-scale human rights violations took place after the democratic system had been abolished. Also, the Weimar constitution in an "emergency" allowed dictatorial powers and suspension of the essentials of the constitution itself without any vote or election[image: External link].



Proponents of democracy make a number of defenses concerning 'tyranny of the majority'. One is to argue that the presence of a constitution[image: External link] protecting the rights of all citizens in many democratic countries acts as a safeguard. Generally, changes in these constitutions require the agreement of a supermajority[image: External link] of the elected representatives, or require a judge and jury to agree that evidentiary and procedural standards have been fulfilled by the state, or two different votes by the representatives separated by an election, or, sometimes, a referendum[image: External link]. These requirements are often combined. The separation of powers[image: External link] into legislative branch[image: External link], executive branch[image: External link], judicial branch[image: External link] also makes it more difficult for a small majority to impose their will. This means a majority can still legitimately coerce a minority (which is still ethically questionable), but such a minority would be very small and, as a practical matter, it is harder to get a larger proportion of the people to agree to such actions.

Another argument is that majorities and minorities can take a markedly different shape on different issues. People often agree with the majority view on some issues and agree with a minority view on other issues. One's view may also change. Thus, the members of a majority may limit oppression of a minority since they may well in the future themselves be in a minority.

A third common argument is that, despite the risks, majority rule is preferable to other systems, and the tyranny of the majority is in any case an improvement on a tyranny of a minority. All the possible problems mentioned above can also occur in nondemocracies with the added problem that a minority can oppress the majority. Proponents of democracy argue that empirical statistical evidence strongly shows that more democracy leads to less internal violence and mass murder by the government. This is sometimes formulated as Rummel's Law[image: External link], which states that the less democratic freedom a people have, the more likely their rulers are to murder them.
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 Political stability




One argument for democracy is that by creating a system where the public can remove administrations, without changing the legal basis for government, democracy aims at reducing political uncertainty and instability, and assuring citizens that however much they may disagree with present policies, they will be given a regular chance to change those who are in power, or change policies with which they disagree. This is preferable to a system where political change takes place through violence.

Some think that political stability may be considered as excessive when the group in power remains the same for an extended period of time. On the other hand, this is more common in nondemocracies.

One notable feature of liberal democracies is that their opponents (those groups who wish to abolish liberal democracy) rarely win elections. Advocates use this as an argument to support their view that liberal democracy is inherently stable and can usually only be overthrown by external force, while opponents argue that the system is inherently stacked against them despite its claims to impartiality. In the past, it was feared that democracy could be easily exploited by leaders with dictatorial aspirations, who could get themselves elected into power. However, the actual number of liberal democracies that have elected dictators into power is low. When it has occurred, it is usually after a major crisis has caused many people to doubt the system or in young/poorly functioning democracies. Some possible examples include Adolf Hitler[image: External link] during the Great Depression[image: External link] and Napoleon III[image: External link], who became first President of the Second French Republic[image: External link] and later Emperor.
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 Effective response in wartime




A liberal democracy, by definition, implies that power is not concentrated. One criticism is that this could be a disadvantage for a state in wartime[image: External link], when a fast and unified response is necessary. The legislature usually must give consent before the start of an offensive military operation, although sometimes the executive can do this on its own while keeping the legislature informed. If the democracy is attacked, then no consent is usually required for defensive operations. The people may vote against a conscription[image: External link] army.

However, actual research shows that democracies are more likely to win wars than non-democracies. One explanation attributes this primarily to "the transparency of the polities[image: External link], and the stability of their preferences, once determined, democracies are better able to cooperate with their partners in the conduct of wars". Other research attributes this to superior mobilisation of resources or selection of wars that the democratic states have a high chance of winning.[43]

Stam and Reiter[image: External link] also note that the emphasis on individuality within democratic societies means that their soldiers fight with greater initiative and superior leadership.[44] Officers in dictatorships are often selected for political loyalty rather than military ability. They may be exclusively selected from a small class or religious/ethnic group that support the regime. The leaders in nondemocracies may respond violently to any perceived criticisms or disobedience. This may make the soldiers and officers afraid to raise any objections or do anything without explicit authorisation. The lack of initiative may be particularly detrimental in modern warfare. Enemy soldiers may more easily surrender to democracies since they can expect comparatively good treatment. In contrast, Nazi Germany killed almost 2/3 of the captured Soviet soldiers, and 38% of the American soldiers captured by North Korea in the Korean War[image: External link] were killed.
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 Better information on and corrections of problems




A democratic system may provide better information for policy decisions. Undesirable information may more easily be ignored in dictatorships, even if this undesirable or contrarian information provides early warning of problems. The democratic system also provides a way to replace inefficient leaders and policies. Thus, problems may continue longer and crises of all kinds may be more common in autocracies.[45]
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 Corruption




Research by the World Bank[image: External link] suggests that political institutions are extremely important in determining the prevalence of corruption[image: External link]: (long term) democracy, parliamentary systems, political stability, and freedom of the press are all associated with lower corruption.[46] Freedom of information legislation[image: External link] is important for accountability[image: External link] and transparency[image: External link]. The Indian Right to Information Act[image: External link] "has already engendered mass movements in the country that is bringing the lethargic, often corrupt bureaucracy to its knees and changing power equations completely."[47]
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 Terrorism




Several studies[citation needed[image: External link]] have concluded that terrorism is most common in nations with intermediate political freedom[image: External link]; meaning countries transitioning from autocratic governance to democracy. Nations with strong autocratic governments and governments that allow for more political freedom experience less terrorism.[48]
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 Economic growth and financial crises




Statistically, more democracy correlates with a higher gross domestic product ( GDP[image: External link]) per capita.

However, there is disagreement regarding how much credit the democratic system can take for this. One observation is that democracy became widespread only after the industrial revolution[image: External link] and the introduction of capitalism[image: External link]. On the other hand, the industrial revolution started in England which was one of the most democratic nations for its time within its own borders. (But this democracy was very limited and did not apply to the colonies which contributed significantly to the wealth.)

Several statistical studies support the theory that more capitalism, measured for example with one the several Indices of Economic Freedom[image: External link] which has been used in hundreds of studies by independent researchers,[49] increases economic growth[image: External link] and that this in turn increases general prosperity, reduces poverty, and causes democratisation[image: External link]. This is a statistical tendency, and there are individual exceptions like Mali, which is ranked as "Free" by Freedom House[image: External link] but is a Least Developed Country[image: External link], or Qatar, which has arguably the highest GDP per capita in the world but has never been democratic. There are also other studies suggesting that more democracy increases economic freedom although a few find no or even a small negative effect.[50][51][52][53][54][55] One objection might be that nations like Sweden and Canada today score just below nations like Chile and Estonia on economic freedom but that Sweden and Canada today have a higher GDP per capita. However, this is a misunderstanding, the studies indicate effect on economic growth and thus that future GDP per capita will be higher with higher economic freedom. Also, according to the index, Sweden and Canada are among the world's most capitalist nations, due to factors such as strong rule of law[image: External link], strong property rights[image: External link], and few restrictions against free trade. Critics might argue that the Index of Economic Freedom and other methods used does not measure the degree of capitalism, preferring some other definition.

Some argue that economic growth due to its empowerment of citizens, will ensure a transition to democracy in countries such as Cuba. However, other dispute this. Even if economic growth has caused democratisation in the past, it may not do so in the future. Dictators may now have learned how to have economic growth without this causing more political freedom.[56]

A high degree of oil or mineral exports is strongly associated with nondemocratic rule. This effect applies worldwide and not only to the Middle East. Dictators who have this form of wealth can spend more on their security apparatus and provide benefits which lessen public unrest. Also, such wealth is not followed by the social and cultural changes that may transform societies with ordinary economic growth.[57]

A recent meta-analysis finds that democracy has no direct effect on economic growth. However, it has strong and significant indirect effects which contribute to growth. Democracy is associated with higher human capital accumulation, lower inflation[image: External link], lower political instability, and higher economic freedom[image: External link]. There is also some evidence that it is associated with larger governments and more restrictions on international trade.[58]

If leaving out East Asia[image: External link], then during the last forty-five years poor democracies have grown their economies 50% more rapidly than nondemocracies. Poor democracies such as the Baltic countries, Botswana, Costa Rica, Ghana, and Senegal have grown more rapidly than nondemocracies such as Angola, Syria, Uzbekistan, and Zimbabwe.[45]

Of the eighty worst financial catastrophes during the last four decades, only five were in democracies. Similarly, poor democracies are half likely as nondemocracies to experience a 10 percent decline in GDP per capita over the course of a single year.[45]
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 Famines and refugees




A prominent economist, Amartya Sen[image: External link], has noted that no functioning democracy has ever suffered a large scale famine[image: External link].[59] Refugee crises almost always occur in nondemocracies. Looking at the volume of refugee flows for the last twenty years, the first eighty-seven cases occurred in autocracies.[45]
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 Human development




Democracy correlates with a higher score on the human development index[image: External link] and a lower score on the human poverty index.

Democracies have the potential to put in place better education, longer life expectancy, lower infant mortality, access to drinking water, and better health care than dictatorships. This is not due to higher levels of foreign assistance or spending a larger percentage of GDP[image: External link] on health and education. Instead, the available resources are managed better.[45]

Several health indicators (life expectancy and infant and maternal mortality) have a stronger and more significant association with democracy than they have with GDP[image: External link] per capita, rise of the public sector, or income inequality.[60]

In the post-Communist nations, after an initial decline, those that are the most democratic have achieved the greatest gains in life expectancy.[61]
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 Democratic peace theory




Main article: Democratic peace theory[image: External link]


Numerous studies using many different kinds of data, definitions, and statistical analyses have found support for the democratic peace theory.[citation needed[image: External link]] The original finding was that liberal democracies have never made war with one another. More recent research has extended the theory and finds that democracies have few Militarized Interstate Disputes[image: External link] causing less than 1000 battle deaths with one another, that those MIDs that have occurred between democracies have caused few deaths, and that democracies have few civil wars[image: External link].[62] There are various criticisms of the theory, including at least as many refutations as alleged proofs of the theory, some 200 deviant cases, failure to treat "democracy" as a multidimensional concept, and that correlation is not causation (Haas 2014).
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 Mass murder by government




American professor Rudolph Rummel[image: External link] claimed that democratic nations have much less democide[image: External link] or murder by the government.[63] Similarly, they have less genocide[image: External link] and politicide[image: External link].[64]
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 See also






	Classical liberalism[image: External link]

	Constitutional liberalism[image: External link]

	Democratic ideals[image: External link]

	Economic liberalism[image: External link]

	Elective rights[image: External link]

	History of democracy[image: External link]

	Illiberal democracy[image: External link]
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	Jeffersonian democracy[image: External link]

	Libertarianism[image: External link]
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Urbanization






Urbanization refers to the population shift from rural[image: External link] to urban areas[image: External link], "the gradual increase in the proportion of people living in urban areas", and the ways in which each society adapts to the change.[1] It is predominantly the process by which towns and cities are formed and become larger as more people begin living and working in central areas.[2] The United Nations[image: External link] projected that half of the world's population[image: External link] would live in urban areas at the end of 2008.[3] It is predicted that by 2050 about 64% of the developing world[image: External link] and 86% of the developed world[image: External link] will be urbanized.[4] That is equivalent to approximately 3 billion urbanites by 2050, much of which will occur in Africa and Asia.[5] Notably, the United Nations has also recently projected that nearly all global population growth from 2017 to 2030 will be absorbed by cities, about 1.1 billion new urbanites over the next 13 years.[6]

Urbanization is relevant to a range of disciplines, including geography[image: External link], sociology[image: External link], economics[image: External link], urban planning[image: External link] and public health[image: External link]. The phenomenon has been closely linked to modernization[image: External link], industrialization[image: External link] and the sociological process of rationalization[image: External link]. Urbanization can be seen as a specific condition at a set time (e.g. the proportion of total population or area in cities or towns) or as an increase in that condition over time. So urbanization can be quantified either in terms of, say, the level of urban development relative to the overall population, or as the rate[image: External link] at which the urban proportion of the population is increasing. Urbanization creates enormous social, economic and environmental changes, which provide an opportunity for sustainability with the “potential to use resources more efficiently, to create more sustainable land use and to protect the biodiversity of natural ecosystems.”[5]

Urbanization is not merely a modern phenomenon, but a rapid and historic transformation of human social roots[image: External link] on a global scale, whereby predominantly rural culture[image: External link] is being rapidly replaced by predominantly urban culture[image: External link]. The first major change in settlement patterns was the accumulation of hunter-gatherers[image: External link] into villages many thousand years ago. Village culture is characterized by common bloodlines, intimate relationships and communal behavior whereas urban culture is characterized by distant bloodlines, unfamiliar relations and competitive behavior. This unprecedented movement of people is forecast to continue and intensify during the next few decades, mushrooming cities to sizes unthinkable only a century ago.

Today, in Asia the urban agglomerations of Osaka[image: External link], Karachi[image: External link], Jakarta[image: External link], Mumbai[image: External link], Shanghai[image: External link], Manila[image: External link], Seoul[image: External link] and Beijing[image: External link] are each already home to over 20 million people, while Delhi[image: External link] and Tokyo[image: External link] are forecast to approach or exceed 40 million people each within the coming decade. Outside Asia, Mexico City[image: External link], São Paulo[image: External link], London[image: External link], New York City[image: External link], Istanbul[image: External link], Lagos[image: External link] and Cairo[image: External link] are, or soon will be, home to over 10 million people.
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 History




From the development of the earliest cities in Mesopotamia[image: External link] and Egypt[image: External link] until the 18th century, an equilibrium existed between the vast majority of the population who engaged in subsistence agriculture[image: External link] in a rural context, and small centres of populations in the towns where economic activity consisted primarily of trade at markets[image: External link] and manufactures on a small scale. Due to the primitive and relatively stagnant state of agriculture throughout this period the ratio of rural to urban population remained at a fixed equilibrium, though a significant increase in the percentage of the global urban population can still be traced in the 1st millennium BCE.[7]

With the onset of the agricultural[image: External link] and industrial[image: External link] revolution in the late 18th century this relationship was finally broken and an unprecedented growth in urban population took place over the course of the 19th century, both through continued migration from the countryside and due to the tremendous demographic expansion[image: External link] that occurred at that time. In England[image: External link] the proportion of the population living in cities jumped from 17% in 1801 to 72% in 1891 (for other countries the figure was: 37% in France[image: External link], 41% in Prussia[image: External link] and 28% in the United States).[8]

As labourers were freed up from working the land due to higher agricultural productivity they converged on the new industrial cities like Manchester[image: External link] and Birmingham[image: External link] which were experiencing a boom in commerce, trade and industry. Growing trade around the world also allowed cereals to be imported from North America[image: External link] and refrigerated meat[image: External link] from Australasia[image: External link] and South America[image: External link]. Spatially, cities also expanded[image: External link] due to the development of public transport systems[image: External link], which facilitated commutes of longer distances to the city centre for the working class[image: External link].

Urbanization rapidly spread across the Western world and, since the 1950s, it has begun to take hold in the developing world[image: External link] as well. At the turn of the 20th century, just 15% of the world population lived in cities.[10] According to the UN[image: External link] the year 2007 witnessed the turning point when more than 50% of the world population were living in cities, for the first time in human history.[8]

Yale University in June 2016 published urbanization data from the time period 3700 BC to 2000 AD, the data was used to make a video[image: External link] showing the development of cities on the world[image: External link] during the time period.[11][12][13]
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 Causes




Urbanization occurs as individual, commercial flight[clarification needed[image: External link]], social[clarification needed[image: External link]] and government action reduce the time and expense of commuting and transportation and improve opportunities for jobs, education, housing, and transportation. Living in a city can provide opportunities of proximity, diversity, and marketplace competition. As against this, there may be alienation issues[clarification needed[image: External link]], stress, increased cost of living, and negative social aspects that result from mass marginalization.[clarification needed[image: External link]] Suburbanization[image: External link], which is happening in the cities of the largest developing countries, may be regarded as an attempt to balance these negative aspects of urban life while still allowing access to the large extent of shared resources.

In cities, money, services, wealth and opportunities are centralized. Many rural inhabitants come to the city to seek their fortune and alter their social position. Businesses, which provide jobs and exchange capital, are more concentrated in urban areas. Whether the source is trade or tourism, it is also through the ports or banking systems, commonly located in cities, that foreign money flows into a country.

Many people move into cities for the economic opportunities, but this does not fully explain the very high recent urbanization rates in places like China and India. Rural flight[image: External link] is a contributing factor to urbanization. In rural areas, often on small family farms or collective farms in villages, it has historically been difficult to access manufactured goods, though the relative overall quality of life[image: External link] is very subjective, and may certainly surpass that of the city. Farm living has always been susceptible to unpredictable environmental conditions, and in times of drought[image: External link], flood[image: External link] or pestilence, survival may become extremely problematic.

In a New York Times article concerning the acute migration away from farming in Thailand, life as a farmer was described as "hot and exhausting". "Everyone says the farmer works the hardest but gets the least amount of money". In an effort to counter this impression, the Agriculture Department of Thailand is seeking to promote the impression that farming is "honorable and secure".[15]

However, in Thailand, urbanization has also resulted in massive increases in problems such as obesity. City life, especially in modern urban slums of the developing world, is certainly hardly immune to pestilence or climatic disturbances such as floods, yet continues to strongly attract migrants. Examples of this were the 2011 Thailand floods[image: External link] and 2007 Jakarta flood[image: External link]. Urban areas are also far more prone to violence[image: External link], drugs[image: External link], and other urban social problems. In the United States, industrialization[image: External link] of agriculture[image: External link] has negatively affected the economy of small and middle-sized farms and strongly reduced the size of the rural labour market.

Particularly in the developing world, conflict over land rights due to the effects of globalization[image: External link] has led to less politically powerful groups, such as farmers, losing or forfeiting their land, resulting in obligatory migration into cities. In China, where land acquisition measures are forceful, there has been far more extensive and rapid urbanization (54%) than in India (36%), where peasants form militant groups (e.g. Naxalites[image: External link]) to oppose such efforts. Obligatory and unplanned migration often results in rapid growth of slums. This is also similar to areas of violent conflict, where people are driven off their land due to violence. Bogota[image: External link], Colombia[image: External link] is one example of this.

Cities offer a larger variety of services, including specialist services not found in rural areas. These services requires workers, resulting in more numerous and varied job opportunities. Elderly people may be forced to move to cities where there are doctors and hospitals that can cater for their health needs. Varied and high quality educational opportunities are another factor in urban migration, as well as the opportunity to join, develop, and seek out social communities.

Urbanization also creates opportunities for women that are not available in rural areas. This creates a gender-related transformation where women are engaged in paid employment and have access to education. This may cause fertility to decline. However, women are sometimes still at a disadvantage due to their unequal position in the labour market, their inability to secure assets independently from male relatives and exposure to violence.[17]

People in cities are more productive than in rural areas. An important question is whether this is due to agglomeration effects[image: External link] or whether cities simply attract those who are more productive. Economists have recently shown that there exists a large productivity gain due to locating in dense agglomerations.[18] It is thus possible that agents[clarification needed[image: External link]] locate in cities in order to benefit from these agglomeration effects.
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 Dominant conurbation[image: External link]




See also: List of largest cities throughout history[image: External link]


See also: Primate city[image: External link]


The dominant conurbation[image: External link](s) of a country can benefit to a greater extent from the same things cities offer, making them magnets for not just the non-urban population, but also urban and suburban population from other cities. Dominant conurbations are quite often primate cities[image: External link], but do not have to be. For instance Greater Manila[image: External link] is rather a conurbation than a city: its 20 million overall population (over 20% national population) make it very much a primate city, but Quezon City (2.7 million), the largest municipality in Greater Manila, and Manila (1.6 million), the capital, are not. A conurbation's dominance can be measured by output, wealth, and especially population, each expressed as a percentage of an entire country. Greater Seoul is one conurbation with massive dominance over South Korea, it is home to 50% of the entire national population.[19]

Though Greater Busan-Ulsan (15%, 8 million) and Greater Osaka (14%, 18 million) exhibit strong dominance in their respective countries, yet they are losing population to their even more dominant rivals, Seoul and Tokyo respectively.
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 Economic effect




As cities develop, effects can include a dramatic increase and change in costs, often pricing the local working class[image: External link] out of the market, including such functionaries as employees of the local municipalities. For example, Eric Hobsbawm's book The age of revolution: 1789–1848 (published 1962 and 2005) chapter 11, stated "Urban development in our period [1789–1848] was a gigantic process of class segregation, which pushed the new labouring poor into great morasses of misery outside the centres of government and business and the newly specialized residential areas of the bourgeoisie. The almost universal European division into a 'good' west end and a 'poor' east end of large cities developed in this period." This is likely due the prevailing south-west wind which carries coal smoke and other airborne pollutants downwind, making the western edges of towns preferable to the eastern ones.[20] Similar problems now affect the developing world, rising inequality resulting from rapid urbanization trends. The drive for rapid urban growth and often efficiency can lead to less equitable urban development. Think tanks such as the Overseas Development Institute[image: External link] have proposed policies that encourage labor-intensive growth as a means of absorbing the influx of low-skilled and unskilled labor.[21] One problem these migrant workers are involved with is the growth of slums[image: External link]. In many cases, the rural-urban low skilled or unskilled migrant workers, attracted by economic opportunities in urban areas, cannot find a job and afford housing in cities and have to dwell in slums.[22] Urban problems, along with infrastructure developments, are also fueling suburbanization trends in developing nations, though the trend for core cities in said nations tends to continue to become ever denser. Urbanization is often viewed as a negative trend, but there are positives in the reduction of expenses in commuting and transportation while improving opportunities for jobs, education, housing, and transportation. Living in cities permits individuals and families to take advantage of the opportunities of proximity and diversity.[23][24][25][26] While cities have a greater variety of markets and goods than rural areas, infrastructure congestion, monopolization, high overhead costs, and the inconvenience of cross-town trips frequently combine to make marketplace competition harsher in cities than in rural areas.

In many developing countries where economies are growing, the growth is often erratic and based on a small number of industries. For young people in these countries barriers exist such as, lack of access to financial services and business advisory services, difficulty in obtaining credit to start a business, and lack of entrepreneurial skills, in order for them to access opportunities in these industries. Investment in human capital so that young people have access to quality education and infrastructure to enable access to educational facilities is imperative to overcoming economic barriers.[27]
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 Environmental effects




The existence of Urban heat islands[image: External link] has become a growing concern over the years. An urban heat island is formed when industrial and urban areas produce and retain heat. Much of the solar energy that reaches rural areas is consumed by evaporation of water from vegetation and soil. In cities, where there is less vegetation and exposed soil, most of the sun's energy is instead absorbed by buildings and asphalt; leading to higher surface temperatures. Vehicles, factories and industrial and domestic heating and cooling units release even more heat.[28] As a result, cities are often 1 to 3 °C (1.8 to 5.4 °F) warmer than surrounding landscapes.[29] Impacts also include reducing soil moisture and a reduction in reabsorption of carbon dioxide emissions.[30]

The occurrence of eutrophication in bodies of water is another effect large urban populations have on the environment. When rain occurs in these large cities, the rain filters down the pollutants such as CO2 and other green house gases in the air onto the ground below. Then, those chemicals are washed directly into rivers, streams and oceans, causing a decline in water quality and damaging marine ecosystems.[31]

In his book Whole Earth Discipline[image: External link], Stewart Brand argues that the effects of urbanization are primarily positive for the environment. First, the birth rate of new urban dwellers falls immediately to replacement rate, and keeps falling, reducing environmental stresses caused by population growth. Secondly, emigration from rural areas reduces destructive subsistence farming techniques, such as improperly implemented slash and burn[image: External link] agriculture.

In July 2013 a report issued by the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs[32] warned that with 2.4 billion more people by 2050, the amount of food produced will have to increase by 70%, straining food resources, especially in countries already facing food insecurity due to changing environmental conditions. The mix of changing environmental conditions and the growing population of urban regions, according to UN experts, will strain basic sanitation systems and health care, and potentially cause a humanitarian and environmental disaster.[33]
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 Health and social effects




In the developing world, urbanization does not translate into a significant increase in life expectancy[image: External link].[35] Rapid urbanization has led to increased mortality from non-communicable diseases[image: External link] associated with lifestyle, including cancer[image: External link] and heart disease[image: External link].[36] Differences in mortality from contagious diseases[image: External link] vary depending on the particular disease and location.[35]

Urban health levels are on average better in comparison to rural areas. However, residents in poor urban areas such as slums and informal settlements[image: External link] suffer "disproportionately from disease, injury, premature death, and the combination of ill-health and poverty entrenches disadvantage over time."[17] Many of the urban poor have difficulty accessing health services due to their inability to pay for them; so they resort to less qualified and unregulated providers.

While urbanization is associated with improvements in public hygiene[image: External link], sanitation[image: External link] and access to health care[image: External link], it also entails changes in occupational, dietary[image: External link] and exercise[image: External link] patterns.[36] It can have mixed effects on health patterns, alleviating some problems and accentuating others.[35] For instance, in children urbanization is associated with a lower risk of under-nutrition[image: External link] but a higher risk of overweight[image: External link].[35] Overall, body mass index[image: External link] and cholesterol[image: External link] levels increase sharply with national income and the degree of urbanization.[36] Agriculturists have studied the effects on health of urbanization and globalization. Fast food is often food of choice, which is causing a decline in health.[37] Easier access to non-traditional foods may lead to less healthy dietary patterns.[36] In India the prevalence of diabetes[image: External link] in urban areas appears to be more than twice as high as in rural areas.[36] In general, major risk factors[image: External link] for chronic diseases[image: External link] are more prevalent in urban environments.[35]
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Different forms of urbanization can be classified depending on the style of architecture and planning methods as well as historic growth of areas.

In cities of the developed world[image: External link] urbanization traditionally exhibited a concentration of human activities and settlements around the downtown area, the so-called in-migration. In-migration refers to migration from former colonies and similar places. The fact that many immigrants settle in impoverished city centres led to the notion of the "peripheralization of the core", which simply describes that people who used to be at the periphery of the former empires now live right in the centre.

Recent developments, such as inner-city[image: External link] redevelopment schemes, mean that new arrivals in cities no longer necessarily settle in the centre. In some developed regions, the reverse effect, originally called counter urbanization[image: External link] has occurred, with cities losing population to rural areas, and is particularly common for richer families. This has been possible because of improved communications, and has been caused by factors such as the fear of crime and poor urban environments. It has contributed to the phenomenon of shrinking cities[image: External link] experienced by some parts of the industrialized world.

When the residential area shifts outward, this is called suburbanization. A number of researchers and writers suggest that suburbanization has gone so far to form new points of concentration outside the downtown both in developed and developing countries such as India.[38] This networked, poly-centric form of concentration is considered by some emerging pattern of urbanization. It is called variously exurbia, edge city (Garreau, 1991), network city (Batten, 1995), or postmodern city (Dear, 2000). Los Angeles is the best-known example of this type of urbanization. Interestingly, in the United States, this process has reversed as of 2011, with "re-urbanization" occurring as suburban flight due to chronically high transport costs.[39]

Rural migrants are attracted by the possibilities that cities can offer, but often settle in shanty towns[image: External link] and experience extreme poverty. The inability of countries to provide adequate housing for these rural migrants is related to overurbanization[image: External link], a phenomenon in which the rate of urbanization grows more rapidly that the rate of economic development, leading to high unemployment and high demand for resources.[40] In the 1980s, this was attempted to be tackled with the urban bias theory which was promoted by Michael Lipton[image: External link].

Most of the urban poor in developing countries unable to find work, can spend their lives in insecure, poorly paid jobs. According to research by the Overseas Development Institute[image: External link] pro-poor urbanization will require labour-intensive growth, supported by labour protection, flexible land use regulation and investments in basic services.'[42]

Urbanization can be planned urbanization or organic. Planned urbanization, i.e.: planned community[image: External link] or the garden city movement[image: External link], is based on an advance plan, which can be prepared for military, aesthetic, economic or urban design[image: External link] reasons. Examples can be seen in many ancient cities; although with exploration came the collision of nations, which meant that many invaded cities took on the desired planned characteristics of their occupiers. Many ancient organic cities experienced redevelopment for military and economic purposes, new roads carved through the cities, and new parcels of land were cordoned off serving various planned purposes giving cities distinctive geometric designs. UN agencies prefer to see urban infrastructure[image: External link] installed before urbanization occurs. Landscape planners[image: External link] are responsible for landscape infrastructure (public parks[image: External link], sustainable urban drainage systems[image: External link], greenways[image: External link] etc.) which can be planned before urbanization takes place, or afterward to revitalize an area and create greater livability[image: External link] within a region. Concepts of control of the urban expansion are considered in the American Institute of Planners[image: External link].

As the population continues to grow and urbanize at unprecedented rates, new urbanism[image: External link] and smart growth[image: External link] techniques will create a successful transition into developing environmentally, economically, and socially sustainable cities. Smart Growth and New Urbanism’s principles include walkability, mixed-use development, comfortable high-density design, land conservation, social equity, and economic diversity. Mixed-use communities work to fight gentrification with affordable housing to promote social equity, decrease automobile dependency[image: External link] to lower use of fossil fuels, and promote a localized economy. Walkable communities have a 38% higher average GDP per capita than less walkable urban metros (Leinberger, Lynch). By combining economic, environmental, and social sustainability, cities will become equitable, resilient, and more appealing than urban sprawl that overuses land, promotes automobile use, and segregates the population economically.[43][44]
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The following are international rankings[image: External link] of Australia.



	 International rankings of Australia   [ +/−[image: External link]]



	Organisation
	Survey
	Year
	Rank
	Out of

(countries)
	Ref
	Notes



	A.T. Kearney[image: External link] /

Foreign Policy magazine[image: External link]
	Globalization Index[image: External link]



	2007
	
13


	
72


	[1]
	



	2006
	
8


	
62


	[2]
	



	2005
	
13


	
62


	[3]
	



	CIA World Factbook
	life expectancy[image: External link]



	2008
	
6*


	
221


	[4]
	*rank by UN member state



	The Legatum Institute[image: External link]
	Prosperity Index[image: External link]



	2008
	
1


	
104


	[5]
	



	2007
	
11


	
50


	[6]
	



	Economist Intelligence Unit[image: External link]
	Quality-of-Life Index[image: External link]



	2005
	
6


	
111


	[7]
	



	New Economics Foundation[image: External link]
	Happy Planet Index[image: External link]



	2009
	
102


	
143


	[8]
	



	2006
	
139


	
178


	[9]
	



	Yale University /

Columbia University[image: External link]
	Environmental Performance Index



	2008
	
46


	
149


	[10]
	



	2006
	
20


	
133


	[11]
	



	2005
	
13


	
146


	[12]
	



	The Heritage Foundation[image: External link] /

The Wall Street Journal[image: External link]
	Index of Economic Freedom[image: External link]



	2008
	
4


	
162


	[13]
	



	2007
	
3


	
157


	[14]
	



	2006
	
9


	
161


	[14]
	tied with New Zealand and the United States



	World Bank[image: External link]
	Ease of Doing Business Index[image: External link]



	2009
	
9


	
181


	[15]
	



	2008
	
9


	
178


	[16]
	



	IMD International[image: External link]
	World Competitiveness Yearbook[image: External link]



	2008
	
7


	
55


	[17]
	



	2007
	
6


	
55


	[17]
	



	2006
	
6


	
61


	[18]
	



	Weber Shandwick[image: External link] /

Future Brands
	Country Brand Index



	2008
	
1


	
100


	[19]
	



	2007
	
1


	
100


	[20]
	



	2006
	
1


	
60


	[21]
	



	Simon Anholt[image: External link] /

GfK Roper[image: External link]
	Nation Brands Index[image: External link]



	2008
	
9


	
50


	[22]
	



	2007
	
8


	
35


	[22]
	



	Organisation for Economic Co-operation

and Development (OECD)[image: External link]
	Programme for International Student

Assessment (PISA)



	2006
	
→


	
57


	[23]
	rank 7 in science and ability to use scientific knowledge; rank 4 in reading literacy; rank 13 in mathematics



	2003
	
→


	
41


	[24]
	rank 5 in science (tied with Liechtenstein and Macau); rank 4 in reading literacy; rank 7 in mathematics



	2000
	
→


	
43


	[25]
	rank 5 in reading literacy; rank 5 in mathematics



	United Nations[image: External link]
	Education Index[image: External link]



	2008
	
1


	
176


	[26]
	tied with Denmark, Finland and New Zealand



	Economist Intelligence Unit[image: External link] /

IBM[image: External link] Institute for Business Value[image: External link]
	E-readiness[image: External link]



	2008
	
4


	
70


	[27]
	tied with Denmark



	2007
	
9


	
68


	[28]
	



	2006
	
8


	
68


	[29]
	



	Reporters Without Borders
	Worldwide Press Freedom Index[image: External link]



	2008
	
25


	
169


	[30]
	



	2007
	
28


	
168


	[31]
	



	2006
	
35


	
167


	[32]
	tied with Bulgaria, France and Mali



	Save the Children[image: External link]
	State of the World's Mothers



	2008
	
6


	
146


	[33]
	



	2007
	
5


	
140


	[34]
	



	2006
	
7


	
125


	[35]
	tied with the Netherlands



	Economist Intelligence Unit[image: External link]
	Global Peace Index[image: External link]



	2009
	
19


	
144


	[36]
	



	2008
	
27


	
140


	[37]
	



	2007
	
25


	
121


	[38]
	



	Transparency International[image: External link]
	Corruption Perceptions Index[image: External link]



	2008
	
9


	
180


	[39]
	tied with Canada



	2007
	
11


	
179


	[40]
	



	2006
	
9


	
163


	[41]
	tied with the Netherlands



	Center for Global Development
	Commitment to Development Index



	2008
	
7


	
22


	[42]
	



	2007
	
9


	
22


	[43]
	



	2006
	
10


	
22


	[44]
	



	United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)[image: External link]
	Human Development Index[image: External link]



	2008
	
4


	
179


	[45]
	



	2007–2008
	
3


	
177


	[46]
	



	2006
	
3


	
177


	[47]
	



	2005
	
3


	
177


	[48]
	



	Milken Institute[image: External link]
	Opacity Index



	2008
	
4


	
48


	[49]
	tied with Sweden



	2006
	
7


	
46


	[49]
	



	World Economic Forum[image: External link]
	Soundness of Banks



	2009
	
2


	
134


	[50]
	tied with Denmark, Luxembourg and Sweden



	World Economic Forum[image: External link]
	Global Competitiveness Index

(Global Competitiveness Report)[image: External link]
	2008–2009
	
18


	
134


	[51]
	



	2007–2008
	
14


	
131


	[52]
	



	2006–2007
	
19


	
125


	[53]
	



	The Economist
	Democracy Index[image: External link]



	2008
	
10


	
167


	[54]
	



	2006
	
8


	
150


	[55]
	



	Fund for Peace[image: External link]
	Failed States Index[image: External link]



	2009
	
170


	
177


	[56]
	
  sustainable





	2008
	
169


	
177


	[57]
	
  sustainable





	2007
	
169


	
177


	[58]
	
  sustainable
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Economic Freedom






"Economic rights" redirects here. For another use, see Economic, social and cultural rights[image: External link].

Economic freedom or economic liberty is the ability of members of a society to undertake economic actions. This is a term used in economic and policy debates[image: External link] as well as in the philosophy of economics[image: External link].[1][2] One approach to economic freedom comes from classical liberal[image: External link] and libertarian[image: External link] traditions emphasizing free markets[image: External link], free trade, and private property[image: External link] under free enterprise. Another approach to economic freedom extends the welfare economics[image: External link] study of individual choice, with greater economic freedom coming from a "larger" (in some technical sense) set of possible choices.[3] Other conceptions of economic freedom include freedom from want[image: External link][1][4] and the freedom to engage in collective bargaining[image: External link].[5]

The free market[image: External link] viewpoint defines economic liberty as the freedom to produce, trade and consume any goods and services acquired without the use of force, fraud or theft. This is embodied in the rule of law, property rights and freedom of contract, and characterized by external and internal openness of the markets, the protection of property rights and freedom of economic initiative.[3][6][7] There are several indices of economic freedom[image: External link] that attempt to measure free market economic freedom. Empirical studies based on these rankings have found higher living standards, economic growth, income equality, less corruption and less political violence to be correlated with higher scores on the country rankings.[8][9][10][11][12] It has been argued that the economic freedom indices conflate together unrelated policies and policy outcomes to conceal negative correlations between economic growth and economic freedom in some subcomponents.[13]
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 Private Property Rights




Main article: Right to property[image: External link]


According to the free market view, a secure system of private property rights[image: External link] is an essential part of economic freedom. Such systems include two main rights: the right to control and benefit from property and the right to transfer property by voluntary means. These rights offer people the possibility of autonomy and self-determination according to their personal values and goals.[15] Economist Milton Friedman[image: External link] sees property rights as "the most basic of human rights and an essential foundation for other human rights."[16] With property rights protected, people are free to choose the use of their property, earn on it, and transfer it to anyone else, as long as they do it on a voluntary basis and do not resort to force, fraud or theft. In such conditions most people can achieve much greater personal freedom and development than under a regime of government coercion. A secure system of property rights also reduces uncertainty and encourages investments, creating favorable conditions for an economy to be successful.[17] Empirical evidence[image: External link] suggests that countries with strong property rights systems have economic growth rates almost twice as high as those of countries with weak property rights systems, and that a market system with significant private property rights is an essential condition for democracy.[18] According to Hernando de Soto[image: External link], much of the poverty in the Third World countries is caused by the lack of Western systems of laws and well-defined and universally recognized property rights. De Soto argues that because of the legal barriers poor people in those countries can not utilize their assets to produce more wealth.[19] One thinker to question private property was Pierre-Joseph Proudhon[image: External link], a socialist and anarchist, who argued that property is both theft and freedom.[20]
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 Freedom of contract




Freedom of contract[image: External link] is the right to choose one's contracting parties and to trade with them on any terms and conditions one sees fit. Contracts permit individuals to create their own enforceable legal rules, adapted to their unique situations.[21] However, not all contracts need to be enforced by the state. For example, in the United States there is a large number of third-party arbitration[image: External link] tribunals which resolve disputes under private commercial law.[22] Negatively understood, freedom of contract is freedom from government interference and from imposed value judgments of fairness. The notion of "freedom of contract" was given one of its most famous legal expressions in 1875 by Sir George Jessel[image: External link] MR[image: External link]:[23]


[I]f there is one thing more than another public policy requires it is that men of full age and competent understanding shall have the utmost liberty of contracting, and that their contracts when entered into freely and voluntarily shall be held sacred and shall be enforced by courts of justice. Therefore, you have this paramount public policy to consider – that you are not lightly to interfere with this freedom of contract.



The doctrine of freedom of contract received one of its strongest expressions in the US Supreme Court[image: External link] case of Lochner v New York[image: External link] which struck down legal restrictions on the working hours of bakers. [3][image: External link]

Critics of the classical view of freedom of contract argue that this freedom is illusory when the bargaining power of the parties is highly unequal, most notably in the case of contracts between employers and workers. As in the case of restrictions on working hours, workers as a group may benefit from legal protections that prevent individuals agreeing to contracts that require long working hours. In its West Coast Hotel Co. v. Parrish[image: External link] decision in 1937, overturning Lochner, the Supreme Court cited an earlier decisions



	“
	The legislature has also recognized the fact, which the experience of legislators in many States has corroborated, that the proprietors of these establishments and their operatives do not stand upon an equality, and that [p. 394] their interests are, to a certain extent, conflicting. The former naturally desire to obtain as much labor as possible from their employees, while the latter are often induced by the fear of discharge to conform to regulations which their judgment, fairly exercised, would pronounce to be detrimental to their health or strength. In other words, the proprietors lay down the rules and the laborers are practically constrained to obey them. In such cases, self-interest is often an unsafe guide, and the legislature may properly interpose its authority.[24]

	”




From this point on, the Lochner view of freedom of contract has been rejected by US courts.[25]
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 Economic and political freedom




Some free market advocates argue that political and civil liberties have simultaneously expanded with market-based economies, and present empirical evidence to support the claim that economic and political freedoms[image: External link] are linked.[26][27]

In Capitalism and Freedom[image: External link] (1962), Friedman further developed Friedrich Hayek's argument that economic freedom, while itself an extremely important component of total freedom, is also a necessary condition for political freedom. He commented that centralized control of economic activities[image: External link] was always accompanied with political repression. In his view, voluntary character of all transactions in a free market economy and wide diversity that it permits are fundamental threats to repressive political leaders and greatly diminish power to coerce. Through elimination of centralized control of economic activities, economic power is separated from political power, and the one can serve as counterbalance to the other. Friedman feels that competitive capitalism is especially important to minority groups, since impersonal market forces protect people from discrimination in their economic activities for reasons unrelated to their productivity.[28]

Austrian School[image: External link] economist Ludwig von Mises[image: External link] argued that economic and political freedom were mutually dependent: "The idea that political freedom can be preserved in the absence of economic freedom, and vice versa, is an illusion. Political freedom is the corollary of economic freedom. It is no accident that the age of capitalism became also the age of government by the people."[29]

In The Road to Serfdom[image: External link], Hayek argued that "Economic control is not merely control of a sector of human life which can be separated from the rest; it is the control of the means for all our ends."[30] Hayek criticized socialist[image: External link] policies as the slippery slope that can lead to totalitarianism.[31]

Gordon Tullock[image: External link] has argued that "the Hayek-Friedman argument" predicted totalitarian governments in much of Western Europe in the late 20th century – which did not occur. He uses the example of Sweden, in which the government at that time controlled 63 percent of GNP[image: External link], as an example to support his argument that the basic problem with The Road to Serfdom is "that it offered predictions which turned out to be false. The steady advance of government in places such as Sweden has not led to any loss of non-economic freedoms." While criticizing Hayek, Tullock still praises the classical liberal notion of economic freedom, saying, "Arguments for political freedom are strong, as are the arguments for economic freedom. We needn’t make one set of arguments depend on the other."[32]
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Main article: Indices of economic freedom[image: External link]


The annual surveys Economic Freedom of the World[image: External link] (EFW) and Index of Economic Freedom[image: External link] (IEF) are two indices which attempt to measure the degree of economic freedom in the world's nations. The EFW index, originally developed by Gwartney, Lawson and Block at the Fraser Institute[image: External link][33] was likely the most used in empirical studies as of 2000.[34] The other major index, which was developed by The Heritage Foundation[image: External link] and The Wall Street Journal[image: External link] appears superior for data work, although as it only goes back to 1995, it is less useful for historical comparisons.[34]

According to the creators of the indices, these rankings correlate strongly with higher average income per person, higher income of the poorest 10%, higher life expectancy, higher literacy, lower infant mortality, higher access to water sources and less corruption.[35][36] The people living in the top one-fifth of countries enjoy an average income of $23,450 and a growth rate in the 1990s of 2.56 percent per year; in contrast, the bottom one-fifth in the rankings had an average income of just $2,556 and a -0.85 percent growth rate in the 1990s. The poorest 10 percent of the population have an average income of just $728 in the lowest ranked countries compared with over $7,000 in the highest ranked countries. The life expectancy of people living in the highest ranked nations is 20 years longer than for people in the lowest ranked countries.[37]

Higher economic freedom, as measured by both the Heritage and the Fraser indices, correlates strongly with higher self-reported happiness.[38]

Erik Gartzke of the Fraser Institute estimates that countries with a high EFW are significantly less likely to be involved in wars, while his measure of democracy[image: External link] had little or no impact.[39]

The Economic Freedom of the World score for the entire world has grown considerably in recent decades. The average score has increased from 5.17 in 1985 to 6.4 in 2005. Of the nations in 1985, 95 nations increased their score, seven saw a decline, and six were unchanged.[40] Using the 2008 Index of Economic Freedom methodology world economic freedom has increased 2.6 points since 1995.[41]

Members of the World Bank Group[image: External link] also use Index of Economic Freedom as the indicator of investment climate, because it covers more aspects relevant to the private sector in wide number of countries.[42]
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The nature of economic freedom is often in dispute. Robert Lawson, the co-author of EFW, even acknowledges the potential shortcomings of freedom indices: "The purpose of the EFW index is to measure, no doubt imprecisely, the degree of economic freedom that exists."[43] He likens the recent attempts of economists to measure economic freedom to the initial attempts of economists to measure GDP: "They [macroeconomists] were scientists who sat down to design, as best they could with the tools at hand, a measure of the current economic activity of the nation. Economic activity exists and their job was to measure it. Likewise economic freedom exists. It is a thing. We can define and measure it." Thus, it follows that some economists[image: External link], socialists[image: External link] and anarchists[image: External link] contend that the existing indicators of economic freedom are too narrowly defined and should take into account a broader conception of economic freedoms.

Critics of the indices (e.g. Thom Hartmann[image: External link]) also oppose the inclusion of business-related measures like corporate charters and intellectual property[image: External link] protection.[44] John Miller in Dollars & Sense[image: External link] has stated that the indices are "a poor barometer of either freedom more broadly construed or of prosperity." He argues that the high correlation between living standards and economic freedom as measured by IEF is the result of choices made in the construction of the index that guarantee this result. For example, the treatment of a large informal sector (common in poor countries) as an indicator of restrictive government policy, and the use of the change in the ratio of government spending to national income, rather than the level of this ratio. Hartmann argues that these choices cause the social democratic[image: External link] European countries to rank higher than countries where the government share of the economy is small but growing.[45]

Economists Dani Rodrik[image: External link] and Jeffrey Sachs[image: External link] have separately noted that there appears to be little correlation between measured economic freedom and economic growth when the least free countries are disregarded, as indicated by the strong growth of the Chinese economy in recent years.[46][47] Morris Altman found that there is a relatively large correlation between economic freedom and both per capita income and per capita growth. He argues that this is especially true when it comes to sub-indices relating to property rights and sound money, while he calls into question the importance of sub-indices relating to labor regulation and government size once certain threshold values are passed.[48] John Miller further observes that Hong Kong and Singapore, both only "partially free" according to Freedom House[image: External link], are leading countries on both economic freedom indices and casts doubt on the claim that measured economic freedom is associated with political freedom.[45] However, according to the Freedom House, "there is a high and statistically significant correlation between the level of political freedom as measured by Freedom House and economic freedom as measured by the Wall Street Journal/Heritage Foundation survey."[49]
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 Choice sets and economic freedom




Amartya Sen[image: External link] and other economists consider economic freedom to be measured in terms of the set of economic choices available to individuals. Economic freedom is greater when individuals have more economic choices available – when, in some technical sense, the choice set[image: External link] of individuals expands.
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 Positive and negative freedom




The differences between alternative views of economic freedom have been expressed in terms of Isaiah Berlin[image: External link]'s distinction between positive freedom[image: External link] and negative freedom[image: External link]. Classical liberals favour a focus on negative freedom as did Berlin himself. By contrast Amartya Sen[image: External link] argues for an understanding of freedom in terms of capabilities to pursue a range of goals.[50] One measure which attempts to assess freedom in the positive sense is Goodin, Rice, Parpo, and Eriksson's measure of discretionary time, which is an estimate of how much time people have at their disposal during which they are free to choose the activities in which they participate, after taking into account the time they need to spend acquiring the necessities of life.[51] In his book, Capitalism and Freedom, Milton Friedman explains [52]the preservation of freedom is the reason for limited and decentralized governments. It creates positive freedom within the society allowing for freedom of choice for an individual in a free society.
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 Freedom from want




Franklin D. Roosevelt[image: External link] included freedom from want[image: External link] in his Four freedoms[image: External link] speech. Roosevelt stated that freedom from want "translated into world terms, means economic understandings which will secure to every nation a healthy peacetime life for its inhabitants-everywhere in the world".[citation needed[image: External link]] In terms of US policy, Roosevelt's New Deal[image: External link] included economic freedoms such as freedom of trade union[image: External link] organisation, as well as a wide range of policies of government intervention and redistributive taxation aimed at promoting freedom from want.[citation needed[image: External link]] Internationally, Roosevelt favored the policies associated with the Bretton Woods Agreement[image: External link] which fixed exchange rates and established international economic institutions such as the World Bank[image: External link] and International Monetary Fund[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

Herbert Hoover[image: External link] saw economic freedom as a fifth freedom, which secures survival of Roosevelt's Four freedoms. He described economic freedom as freedom "for men to choose their own calling, to accumulate property in protection of their children and old age, [and] freedom of enterprise that does not injure others."[53]
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 Freedom of association and unions




The Philadelphia Declaration (enshrined in the constitution of the International Labour Organization[image: External link][54]) states that "all human beings, irrespective of race, creed or sex, have the right to pursue both their material well-being and their spiritual development in conditions of freedom and dignity, of economic security and equal opportunity." The ILO further states that "The right of workers and employers to form and join organizations of their own choosing is an integral part of a free and open society."[55]
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 Socialist views




The socialist[image: External link] view of economic freedom conceives of freedom as a concrete situation as opposed to an abstract or moral concept. This view of freedom is closely related to the socialist view of human creativity and the importance ascribed to creative freedom. Socialists view creativity as an essential aspect of human nature, thus defining freedom as a situation or state of being where individuals are able to express their creativity unhindered by constraints of both material scarcity and coercive social institutions.[56] Marxists[image: External link] stress the importance of freeing the individual from what they view as coercive, exploitative[image: External link] and alienating[image: External link] social relationships of production they are compelled to partake in, as well as the importance of economic development as providing the material basis for the existence of a state of society where there are enough resources to allow for each individual to pursue his or her genuine creative interests.[57]
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 Socioeconomic impact of economic freedom




One of the ways to measure economic competitiveness is by comparing an extent of economic freedom that countries have, which as surveys show can also largely explain differences in economic well-being across the world. Generally, countries with higher economic freedom have higher gross domestic product per capita and its growth rates, as well as better health care, education quality, environment protection, income equality, and happiness results. These trends of increasing prosperity are confirmed even when we compare these indicators within territories of countries. Nevertheless, despite these benefits societies have to be aware that with increasing economic freedom they will have to face going through a phase of increasing inequality[image: External link], which basically is a result of decreased redistribution, as well as other negative effects from economic liberalization[image: External link], i.e., running of local enterprises out of business, takeover of competitive firms, enforcing of interests of foreign companies, dependence on foreign capital, deteriorating work rights, harmful manufacturing for the environment, introducing of commercial practices that are not favorable for consumers, as well as endangerment for survival of national cultures. However, on the bright side, these negative effects from economic freedom tend to be felt in a shorter term, and if countries use the opportunities of economic freedom in our increasingly globalized economy in a right way, as research shows their socioeconomic conditions will be significantly better than in a case of less economic freedom.[58]
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Civil liberties or personal freedoms are personal guarantees and freedoms that the government[image: External link] cannot abridge, either by law or by judicial interpretation[image: External link], without due process. Though the scope of the term differs between countries, civil liberties may include the freedom from torture[image: External link], freedom from forced disappearance[image: External link], freedom of conscience[image: External link], freedom of press[image: External link], freedom of religion[image: External link], freedom of expression[image: External link], freedom of assembly[image: External link], the right to security and liberty[image: External link], freedom of speech[image: External link], the right to privacy[image: External link], the right to equal treatment under the law[image: External link] and due process[image: External link], the right to a fair trial[image: External link], and the right to life[image: External link]. Other civil liberties include the right to own property[image: External link], the right to defend oneself[image: External link], and the right to bodily integrity[image: External link]. Within the distinctions between civil liberties and other types of liberty, distinctions exist between positive liberty[image: External link]/positive rights[image: External link] and negative liberty[image: External link]/negative rights[image: External link].



TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Overview




Many contemporary states have a constitution[image: External link], a bill of rights[image: External link], or similar constitutional documents that enumerate and seek to guarantee civil liberties. Other states have enacted similar laws through a variety of legal means, including signing and ratifying or otherwise giving effect to key conventions such as the European Convention on Human Rights[image: External link] and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights[image: External link]. The existence of some claimed civil liberties is a matter of dispute, as are the extent of most civil rights[image: External link]. Controversial examples include property rights[image: External link], reproductive rights[image: External link], and civil marriage[image: External link]. Whether the existence of victimless crimes[image: External link] infringes upon civil liberties is a matter of dispute. Another matter of debate is the suspension or alteration of certain civil liberties in times of war[image: External link] or state of emergency[image: External link], including whether and to what extent this should occur.

The formal concept of civil liberties is often dated back to Magna Carta[image: External link], an English legal charter[image: External link] agreed in 1215 which in turn was based on pre-existing documents, namely the Charter of Liberties[image: External link].[1]
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Main article: Civil liberties in the People's Republic of China[image: External link]


The Constitution of People's Republic of China[image: External link] (which applies only to mainland China[image: External link], not to Hong Kong, Macau[image: External link] and Taiwan[image: External link]), especially its Fundamental Rights and Duties of Citizens, claims to protect many civil liberties. Taiwan, which is separated from China, has its own Constitution.
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Main article: Fundamental Rights in India[image: External link]


The Fundamental Rights—embodied in Part III of the constitution—guarantee liberties such that all Indians can lead their lives in peace as citizens of India. The six fundamental rights are right to equality, right to freedom, right against exploitation, right to freedom of religion, cultural and educational rights and right to constitutional remedies.[2]

These include individual rights common to most liberal democracies, incorporated in the fundamental law of the land and are enforceable in a court of law. Violations of these rights result in punishments as prescribed in the Indian Penal Code[image: External link], subject to discretion of the judiciary[image: External link]. These rights are neither absolute nor immune from constitutional amendments. They have been aimed at overturning the inequalities of pre-independence social practices. Specifically, they resulted in abolishment of un-touchability and prohibit discrimination[image: External link] on the grounds of religion, race, caste, sex, or place of birth. They forbid human trafficking[image: External link] and unfree labour[image: External link]. They protect cultural and educational rights of ethnic and religious minorities[image: External link] by allowing them to preserve their languages and administer their own educational institutions.

All people, irrespective of race, religion, caste or sex, have the right to approach the High Courts[image: External link] or the Supreme Court[image: External link] for the enforcement of their fundamental rights. It is not necessary that the aggrieved party has to be the one to do so. In public interest, anyone can initiate litigation in the court on their behalf. This is known as "Public interest litigation[image: External link]".[3] High Court and Supreme Court judges can also act on their own on the basis of media reports.

The Fundamental Rights emphasize equality by guaranteeing to all citizens the access and use of public institutions and protections, irrespective of their background. The rights to life and personal liberty apply for persons of any nationality, while others, such as the freedom of speech and expression are applicable only to the citizens of India[image: External link] (including non-resident Indian[image: External link] citizens).[4] The right to equality in matters of public employment cannot be conferred to overseas citizens of India[image: External link].[5]

Fundamental Rights primarily protect individuals from any arbitrary State actions, but some rights are enforceable against private individuals too.[6] For instance, the constitution abolishes untouchability and prohibits begar[image: External link]. These provisions act as a check both on State action and actions of private individuals. Fundamental Rights are not absolute and are subject to reasonable restrictions as necessary for the protection of national interest. In the Kesavananda Bharati vs. state of Kerala case[image: External link], the Supreme Court ruled that all provisions of the constitution, including Fundamental Rights can be amended.[7] However, the Parliament cannot alter the basic structure of the constitution like secularism, democracy, federalism, separation of powers. Often called the "Basic structure doctrine", this decision is widely regarded as an important part of Indian history. In the 1978 Maneka Gandhi[image: External link] v. Union of India case, the Supreme Court extended the doctrine's importance as superior to any parliamentary legislation.According to the verdict, no act of parliament can be considered a law if it violated the basic structure of the constitution. This landmark guarantee of Fundamental Rights was regarded as a unique example of judicial independence in preserving the sanctity of Fundamental Rights. The Fundamental Rights can only be altered by a constitutional amendment, hence their inclusion is a check not only on the executive branch, but also on the Parliament and state legislatures.[8] The imposition of a state of emergency[image: External link] may lead to a temporary suspension of the rights conferred by Article 19 (including freedoms of speech, assembly and movement, etc.) to preserve national security and public order. The President[image: External link] can, by order, suspend the constitutional written remedies as well.
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Main article: Human rights in Japan[image: External link]


Since 1947, Japan[image: External link], a country with a constitutional monarchy and known for its socially “conservative society where change is gradual,” flaunts a constitution[image: External link] with a seemingly strong bill of rights at its core (Chapter III. Rights and Duties of the People[image: External link]).[9] In many ways, it resembles the U.S. Constitution[image: External link] prior to the Civil Rights Act of 1964[image: External link], and that is because it came into life during the Allied[image: External link] occupation of Japan[image: External link]. This constitution may have felt like a foreign imposition to the governing elites, but not to the ordinary people "who lacked faith in their discredited leaders and supported meaningful change."[10] In the abstract, the constitution strives to secure fundamental individual liberties and rights, which are covered pointedly in articles 10 to 40. Most salient of the human dignity articles is article 25, section 1, which guarantees that all “people shall have the right to maintain the minimum standards of wholesome and cultured living.”[image: External link][11]

Despite, the adoption of this liberal constitution, often referred as the "Postwar Constitution" (戦後憲法, Sengo-Kenpō) or the "Peace Constitution" (平和憲法, Heiwa-Kenpō), the Japanese governing elites have struggled to usher in an inclusive, open and Pluralist society[image: External link].[12] Even after the end of World War II and the departure of the Allied government of occupation[image: External link] in 1952, Japan has been the target of international criticism for failing to admit to war crimes[image: External link], institutional religious discrimination[image: External link] and maintaining a weak freedom of the press, the treatment of children, minorities, foreigners, and women, its punitive criminal justice system, and more recently, the systematic bias against LGBT[image: External link].[13][14][15]

The first Japanese attempt to a bill of rights was in the 19th century Meiji constitution[image: External link] (1890), which took both the Prussian[image: External link] (1850) and British[image: External link] constitutions as basic models.[16] However, it had but a meager influence in the practice of the rule of law as well as in people’s daily living. So, the short and deliberately gradual history of struggles for personal rights and protection against government/society's impositions has yet to transform Japan into a champion of universal and individual freedom.[17][18][19] According to constitutional scholar, Shigenori Matsui,


People tend to view the bill of rights as a moral imperative and not as a judicial norm. The people also tend to rely upon bureaucrats to remedy social problems, including even human rights violations, rather than the court.

— Shigenori Matsui, “The protection of ‘Fundamental human rights’ in Japan.”[20]



Despite the divergences between Japan's social culture and the Liberal Constitutionalism[image: External link] that it purports to have adopted, the country has moved toward closing the gap between the notion and the practice of the law. The trend is more evident in the long term. Among several examples, the Diet[image: External link] (bicameral legislature) ratified the International Bill of Human Rights[image: External link] in 1979 and then it passed the Law for Equal Opportunity in Employment for Men and Women in 1985, measures that were heralded as major steps toward a democratic and participatory society. In 2015, moreover, it reached an agreement with Korea[image: External link] to compensate for abuses related to the so-called “women of comfort[image: External link]” that took place during the Japanese occupation[image: External link] of the peninsula[image: External link].[21] However, human rights group, and families of the survivors condemned the agreement as patronizing and insulting.[22]

On its official site[image: External link], the Japanese government has identified various human rights problems. Among these are child abuses (e.g., bullying[image: External link], corporal punishment[image: External link], child sexual abuse[image: External link], child prostitution[image: External link], and child pornography[image: External link]), frequent neglect and ill-treatment of elderly persons[image: External link] and individuals with disabilities[image: External link], Dowa claims[image: External link] (discrimination against the Burakumin[image: External link]), Ainu people[image: External link] (indigenous people in Japan), foreign nationals, HIV/AIDS carriers[image: External link], Hansen's disease[image: External link] patients, persons released from prison after serving their sentence, crime victims[image: External link], people whose human rights are violated using the Internet[image: External link], the homeless, individuals with identity disorders[image: External link], and women[image: External link]. Also, the government lists systematic problems with gender biases and the standard reference to sexual preferences for jobs and other functions in society.[23]

Human rights organizations, national and foreign, expand the list to include human rights violations that relate to government policies, as in the case of daiyo kangoku[image: External link] system (substitute prison) and the methods of interrogating crime suspects.[24] The effort of these agencies and ordinary people seem to pay off. In 2016, the U.S. Department of State released a report stating that Japan's human right record is showing signs of improvement.[25]
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Although Australia does not have an enshrined Bill of Rights or similar binding legal document, civil liberties are assumed as protected through a series of rules and conventions. Australia was a key player and signatory to the UN Universal Declaration on Human Rights (1948)

The Constitution of Australia (1900) does offer very limited protection of rights:


	the right to freedom of religion and;

	the right to freedom from discrimination based on out-of-state residence (historical prejudice based upon residence within one state affecting treatment within another)



Certain High Court interpretations of the Constitution have allowed for implied rights such as freedom of speech and the right to vote to be established, however others such as freedom of assembly and freedom of association are yet to be identified.

Refugee Issues

Within the past decade Australia has experienced increasing contention regarding its treatment of those seeking asylum. Although Australia is a signatory to the UN Refugee Convention (1951), successive governments have demonstrated an increasing tightening of borders; particularly against those who seek passage via small water vessels.

The Abbott Government (2013) like its predecessors (the Gillard and Howard Governments) has encountered particular difficulty curbing asylum seekers via sea, increasingly identified as "illegal immigration". The recent involvement of the Australian Navy in refugee rescue operations has many human rights groups such as Amnesty International concerned over the "militarisation" of treatment of refugees. The current "turn-back" policy is particularly divisive, as it involves placing refugees in government lifeboats and turning them towards Indonesia. Despite opposition however, the Abbott government's response has so far seen a reduction in the amount of potential refugees undertaking the hazardous cross to Australia, which is argued by the government as an indicator for its policy success.
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 European Convention on Human Rights




The European Convention on Human Rights[image: External link], to which almost all European countries belong (apart from Belarus[image: External link]), enumerates a number of civil liberties and is of varying constitutional force in different European states.
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 Czech Republic




Following the Velvet Revolution[image: External link], a constitutional overhaul took place in Czechoslovakia[image: External link]. In 1991, the Charter of Fundamental Rights and Basic Freedoms[image: External link] was adopted, having the same legal standing as the Constitution[image: External link]. The Czech Republic has kept the Charter in its entirety following the dissolution of Czechoslovakia[image: External link] as Act No. 2/1993 Coll. (Constitution being No. 1).
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 France




France's 1789 Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen[image: External link] listed many civil liberties and is of constitutional force.
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 Germany




The German constitution[image: External link], the "Grundgesetz" (lit. "Base Law"), starts with an elaborate listing of civil liberties and states in sec. 1 "The dignity of man is inviolable. To respect and protect it shall be the duty of all public authority." Following the "Austrian System[image: External link]", the people have the right to appeal to the Federal Constitutional Court of Germany[image: External link] ("Bundesverfassungsgericht") if they feel their civil rights are being violated. This procedure has shaped German law considerably over the years.
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 United Kingdom




Main article: Civil liberties in the United Kingdom[image: External link]


Civil liberties in the United Kingdom date back to Magna Carta[image: External link] in 1215 and 17th century common law[image: External link] and statute law[image: External link], such as the 1628 Petition of Right[image: External link] and the Bill of Rights 1689[image: External link]. Parts of these laws remain in statute today and are supplemented by other legislation and conventions that collectively form the uncodified Constitution of the United Kingdom[image: External link]. In addition, the United Kingdom is a signatory to the European Convention on Human Rights[image: External link] which covers both human rights[image: External link] and civil liberties. The Human Rights Act 1998[image: External link] incorporates the great majority of Convention rights directly into UK law.

In June 2008 the then Shadow Home Secretary David Davis[image: External link] resigned his parliamentary seat[image: External link] over what he described as the "erosion of civil liberties" by the then Labour government, and was re-elected on a civil liberties platform (although he was not opposed by candidates of other major parties). This was in reference to anti-terrorism laws and in particular the extension to pre-trial detention, that is perceived by many to be an infringement of habeas corpus[image: External link] established in Magna Carta.
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 Russia




The Constitution of the Russian Federation[image: External link] guarantees in theory many of the same rights and civil liberties as the U.S. except to bear arms[image: External link], i.e.: freedom of speech, freedom of religion, freedom of association and assembly, freedom to choose language, to due process, to a fair trial, privacy, freedom to vote, right for education, etc. However, human rights groups like Amnesty International[image: External link] have warned that Vladimir Putin[image: External link] has seriously curtailed freedom of expression[image: External link], freedom of assembly[image: External link] and freedom of association[image: External link] amidst growing authoritarianism.[26]
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 North America
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 Canada




The Constitution of Canada[image: External link] includes the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms[image: External link] which guarantees many of the same rights as the U.S. constitution, with the notable exceptions of protection against establishment of religion[image: External link]. However, the Charter does protect freedom of religion[image: External link]. The Charter also omits any mention of, or protection for, property.
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 United States




Main article: Civil liberties in the United States[image: External link]


The United States Constitution[image: External link], especially its Bill of Rights[image: External link], protects civil liberties. The passage of the Fourteenth Amendment[image: External link] further protected civil liberties by introducing the Privileges or Immunities Clause[image: External link], Due Process Clause[image: External link], and Equal Protection Clause[image: External link]. Human rights within the United States are often called civil rights[image: External link], which are those rights, privileges and immunities held by all people, in distinction to political rights, which are the rights that inhere to those who are entitled to participate in elections, as candidates or voters.[27] Before universal suffrage, this distinction was important, since many people were ineligible to vote but still were considered to have the fundamental freedoms derived from the rights to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. This distinction is less important now that Americans enjoy near universal suffrage[image: External link], and civil liberties are now taken to include the political rights to vote and participate in elections. Because Indian tribal governments retain sovereignty over tribal members, the U.S. Congress in 1968 enacted a law that essentially applies most of the protections of the Bill of Rights to tribal members, to be enforced mainly by tribal courts.[28]

The Civil Liberties Act of 1988 was signed into effect by President Ronald Reagan on August 10, 1988. The act was passed by Congress to issue a public apology for those of Japanese ancestry who lost their property and liberty due to discriminatory actions by the United States Government during the internment period.

This act also provided many other benefits within various sectors of the government. Within the treasury it establishes a civil liberties public education fund. It directs the Attorney General to identify and locate each individual affected by this act and to pay them $20,000 from the civil liberties public education fund. It also established a board of directors who is responsible for making disbursements from this fund. Finally, it requires that all documents and records that are created or received by the commission be kept in the United States archives.[29]
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Commonwealth of Nations






"The Commonwealth" redirects here. It is not to be confused with the Commonwealth of Independent States[image: External link]. For other uses, see Commonwealth (disambiguation)[image: External link].

The Commonwealth of Nations[2] (formerly the British Commonwealth),[3] [1][image: External link] also known as simply the Commonwealth, is an intergovernmental organisation[image: External link] of 52 member states[image: External link] that are mostly former territories[image: External link] of the British Empire.[4] The Commonwealth operates by intergovernmental[image: External link] consensus[image: External link] of the member states, organised through the Commonwealth Secretariat[image: External link] and non-governmental organisations[image: External link], organised through the Commonwealth Foundation[image: External link].[5]

The Commonwealth dates back to the mid-20th century with the decolonisation[image: External link] of the British Empire through increased self-governance[image: External link] of its territories. It was formally constituted by the London Declaration[image: External link] in 1949, which established the member states as "free and equal".[6] The symbol of this free association is Queen Elizabeth II who is the Head of the Commonwealth[image: External link]. The Queen is also the monarch of 16 members of the Commonwealth, known as Commonwealth realms[image: External link]. The other Commonwealth members have different heads of state: 31 members are republics and five are monarchies with a different monarch.

Member states have no legal obligation to one another. Instead, they are united by language, history, culture and their shared values of democracy[image: External link], free speech[image: External link], human rights[image: External link], and the rule of law[image: External link].[5] These values are enshrined in the Commonwealth Charter[image: External link][7] and promoted by the quadrennial Commonwealth Games[image: External link].

The Commonwealth covers more than 29,958,050 km2 (11,566,870 sq mi), 20% of the world's land area, and spans all six inhabited continents[image: External link]. With an estimated population of 2.328 billion people, nearly a third of the world population[image: External link],[8] the Commonwealth in 2014 produced a nominal gross domestic product (GDP) of $10.45 trillion, representing 14% of the gross world product[image: External link] when measured nominally and 17% of the gross world product when measured in purchasing power parity (PPP).
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Main articles: British Empire and Historiography of the British Empire[image: External link]


Queen Elizabeth II, in her address to Canada on Dominion Day[image: External link] in 1959, pointed out that the confederation of Canada[image: External link] on 1 July 1867 had been the birth of the "first independent country within the British Empire". She declared: "So, it also marks the beginning of that free association of independent states which is now known as the Commonwealth of Nations."[9] As long ago as 1884, however, Lord Rosebery[image: External link], while visiting Australia, had described the changing British Empire—as some of its colonies became more independent—as a "Commonwealth of Nations".[10] Conferences of British and colonial prime ministers occurred periodically from the first one in 1887[image: External link], leading to the creation of the Imperial Conferences[image: External link] in 1911.[11]

The Commonwealth developed from the imperial conferences. A specific proposal was presented by Jan Smuts[image: External link] in 1917 when he coined the term "the British Commonwealth of Nations" and envisioned the "future constitutional relations and readjustments in essence" at the Paris Peace Conference of 1919[image: External link] by delegates from the Dominions as well as Britain.[12][13] The term first received imperial statutory recognition in the Anglo-Irish Treaty[image: External link] of 1921, when the term British Commonwealth of Nations was substituted for British Empire in the wording of the oath taken by members of parliament of the Irish Free State.[14]
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In the Balfour Declaration[image: External link] at the 1926 Imperial Conference[image: External link], Britain and its dominions agreed they were "equal in status, in no way subordinate one to another in any aspect of their domestic or external affairs, though united by common allegiance to the Crown, and freely associated as members of the British Commonwealth of Nations." These aspects to the relationship were formalised by the Statute of Westminster in 1931, which applied to Canada without the need for ratification, but Australia, New Zealand, and Newfoundland had to ratify the statute for it to take effect. Newfoundland never did, as on 16 February 1934, with the consent of its parliament, the government of Newfoundland voluntarily ended and governance reverted to direct control from London. Newfoundland later joined Canada as its 10th province[image: External link] in 1949.[15] Australia and New Zealand ratified the Statute in 1942 and 1947[image: External link] respectively.[16][17]

Although the Union of South Africa was not among the Dominions that needed to adopt the Statute of Westminster for it to take effect, two laws—the Status of the Union Act, 1934, and the Royal Executive Functions and Seals Act of 1934—were passed to confirm South Africa's status as a sovereign state.[18]
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After World War II ended, the British Empire was gradually dismantled. Most of its components have become independent countries, whether Commonwealth realms[image: External link] or republics, and members of the Commonwealth. There remain the 14 British overseas territories[image: External link] still held by the United Kingdom. In April 1949, following the London Declaration[image: External link], the word "British" was dropped from the title of the Commonwealth to reflect its changing nature.[19]

Burma[image: External link] (also known as Myanmar[image: External link], 1948) and Aden[image: External link] (1967) are the only states that were British colonies at the time of the war not to have joined the Commonwealth upon independence. Former British protectorates[image: External link] and mandates[image: External link] that did not become members of the Commonwealth are Egypt[image: External link] (independent in 1922), Iraq[image: External link] (1932), Transjordan[image: External link] (1946), British Palestine[image: External link] (part of which became the state of Israel[image: External link] in 1948), Sudan (1956), British Somaliland[image: External link] (which united with the former Italian Somaliland[image: External link] in 1960 to form the Somali Republic[image: External link]), Kuwait[image: External link] (1961), Bahrain[image: External link] (1971), Oman[image: External link] (1971), Qatar[image: External link] (1971), and the United Arab Emirates[image: External link] (1971).[20]
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The postwar Commonwealth was given a fresh mission by Queen Elizabeth in her Christmas Day 1953 broadcast, where she envisioned the Commonwealth as "an entirely new conception – built on the highest qualities of the Spirit of Man: friendship, loyalty, and the desire for freedom and peace."[21] Hoped for success was reinforced by such achievements as climbing Mount Everest in 1953[image: External link], breaking the four minute mile[image: External link] in 1954, and in 1966 a solo circumnavigation of the globe[image: External link].[22] However, the humiliation of the Suez Crisis[image: External link] of 1956 badly hurt morale of Britain and the Commonwealth as a whole. More broadly, there was the loss of a central role of the British Empire: the defence of the Empire. That role was no longer militarily or financially feasible, as Britain's withdrawal from Greece in 1947[image: External link] painfully demonstrated. Britain itself was now just one part of the NATO[image: External link] military alliance in which the Commonwealth had no role apart from Canada. The ANZUS treaty of 1955 linked Australia, New Zealand, and the United States in a defensive alliance, with Britain and the Commonwealth left out. The second major function of the Empire made London the financial centre of the system. After the Second World War, the British treasury was so weak that it could not operate independently of the United States. The loss of defence and financial roles, furthermore, undermined Joseph Chamberlain's early 20th century vision of a world empire that could combine Imperial preference, mutual defence, and social growth arm. Furthermore, Britain's cosmopolitan role in world affairs became increasingly limited, especially with the losses of India, and Singapore.[23] While British elites at first hoped the Commonwealth would preserve and project British influence, they gradually lost their enthusiasm, argues Krishnan Srinivasan. Early enthusiasm waned as British policies came under fire in Commonwealth meetings. Public opinion became troubled as immigration from non-white member states became large-scale.[24]
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On 18 April 1949, Ireland formally became a republic in accordance with the Irish Republic of Ireland Act 1948[image: External link]. Because it did this, it was automatically excluded from the Commonwealth. While Ireland had not actively participated in the Commonwealth since the early 1930s and was content to leave the Commonwealth, other dominions wished to become republics without losing Commonwealth ties. The issue came to a head in April 1949 at a Commonwealth prime ministers' meeting in London. Under the London Declaration[image: External link], India agreed that, when it became a republic in January 1950, it would accept the British Sovereign as a "symbol of the free association of its independent member nations and as such the Head of the Commonwealth". Upon hearing this, King George VI[image: External link] told the Indian politician Krishna Menon[image: External link]: "So, I've become 'as such'".[25] The other Commonwealth countries recognised India's continuing membership of the association. At Pakistan's insistence, India was not regarded as an exceptional case and it was assumed that other states would be accorded the same treatment as India.[citation needed[image: External link]]

The London Declaration is often seen as marking the beginning of the modern Commonwealth. Following India's precedent, other nations became republics, or constitutional monarchies with their own monarchs, while some countries retained the same monarch as the United Kingdom, but their monarchies developed differently and soon became fully independent of the British monarchy. The monarch is regarded as a separate legal personality[image: External link] in each realm, even though the same person is monarch of each realm.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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As the Commonwealth grew, Britain and the pre-1945 dominions became informally known as the Old Commonwealth and planners in the interwar period, like Lord Davies[image: External link], who had also taken "a prominent part in building up the League of Nations Union" in the United Kingdom, in 1932 founded the New Commonwealth Society[image: External link], of which British section Winston Churchill[image: External link] became the president. [2][image: External link] This new society was aimed at the creation of an international air force to be the arm of the League of Nations[image: External link], to allow nations to disarm and safeguard the peace.[citation needed[image: External link]]

The term New Commonwealth has been used in Great Britain (especially in the 1960s and 1970s) to refer to recently decolonised[image: External link] countries, predominantly non- white[image: External link] and developing[image: External link]. It was often used in debates about immigration[image: External link] from these countries.[26]
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At a time when Germany and France, together with Belgium, Italy, Luxembourg, and the Netherlands, were planning for what later became the European Union[image: External link], and newly independent African countries were joining the Commonwealth, new ideas were floated to prevent Britain from becoming isolated in economic affairs. British trade with the Commonwealth was four times larger than trade with Europe. The British government under Prime Minister Anthony Eden[image: External link] considered in 1956 and 1957 a "plan G" to create a European free trade zone while also protecting the favoured status of the Commonwealth.[27][28][29] Britain also considered inviting Scandinavian and other European countries to join the Commonwealth so it would become a major economic common market. At one point in October 1956 Eden and French Prime Minister Guy Mollet[image: External link] discussed having France join the Commonwealth.[30] Nothing came of any of the proposals.[31]
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 Head of the Commonwealth




Main article: Head of the Commonwealth[image: External link]


Under the formula of the London Declaration[image: External link], Queen Elizabeth II is the Head of the Commonwealth[image: External link], a title that is by law a part of Elizabeth's royal titles in each of the Commonwealth realms[image: External link],[32] the 16 members of the Commonwealth that recognise the Queen as their monarch[image: External link]. However, when the monarch dies, the successor to the crown does not automatically become Head of the Commonwealth.[33] The position is symbolic, representing the free association of independent members,[32] the majority of which (31) are republics[image: External link], and five have monarchs of different royal houses[image: External link] ( Brunei[image: External link], Lesotho, Malaysia[image: External link], Swaziland, and Tonga).
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Main article: Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting[image: External link]


The main decision-making forum of the organisation is the biennial Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting[image: External link] (CHOGM), where Commonwealth heads of government, including (amongst others) prime ministers and presidents, assemble for several days to discuss matters of mutual interest. CHOGM is the successor to the Meetings of Commonwealth Prime Ministers and, earlier, the Imperial Conferences[image: External link] and Colonial Conferences, dating back to 1887. There are also regular meetings of finance ministers, law ministers, health ministers, etc. Members in arrears, as special members before them, are not invited to send representatives to either ministerial meetings or CHOGMs.[32]

The head of government hosting the CHOGM is called the Commonwealth Chairperson-in-Office[image: External link] and retains the position until the following CHOGM.[34] After the most recent CHOGM[image: External link], in Valletta, Malta[image: External link], from 26 to 29 November 2015 Malta's prime minister[image: External link], Joseph Muscat[image: External link], became the Chairperson-in-Office and will continue to hold the title until the next CHOGM.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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Main article: Commonwealth Secretariat[image: External link]


The Commonwealth Secretariat[image: External link], established in 1965, is the main intergovernmental agency of the Commonwealth, facilitating consultation and co-operation among member governments and countries. It is responsible to member governments collectively. The Commonwealth of Nations is represented in the United Nations General Assembly[image: External link] by the secretariat as an observer[image: External link]. The secretariat organises Commonwealth summits, meetings of ministers, consultative meetings and technical discussions; it assists policy development and provides policy advice, and facilitates multilateral communication among the member governments. It also provides technical assistance to help governments in the social and economic development of their countries and in support of the Commonwealth's fundamental political values.[35]

The secretariat is headed by the Commonwealth Secretary-General[image: External link] who is elected by Commonwealth heads of government[image: External link] for no more than two four-year terms. The secretary-general and two deputy secretaries-general direct the divisions of the Secretariat. The present secretary-general is Patricia Scotland, Baroness Scotland of Asthal[image: External link], from Dominica[image: External link], who took office on 1 April 2016, succeeding Kamalesh Sharma[image: External link] of India (2008–2016). The first secretary-general was Arnold Smith[image: External link] of Canada (1965–75), followed by Sir Shridath Ramphal[image: External link] of Guyana (1975–90), Chief Emeka Anyaoku[image: External link] of Nigeria[image: External link] (1990–99), and Don McKinnon[image: External link] of New Zealand (2000-2008).[35]
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Main article: Commonwealth citizen[image: External link]


In recognition of their shared heritage and culture, Commonwealth countries are not considered to be "foreign" to each other,[36][37][38] although the technical extent of this concept varies in different countries. For example, in Australia, for the purpose of considering certain constitutional and legal provisions no distinction is made between Commonwealth and foreign countries: in the High Court case of Sue v Hill[image: External link], other Commonwealth countries were held to be foreign powers; similarly, in Nolan v Minister for Immigration and Ethnic Affairs, the nationals of other Commonwealth realms were held to be 'aliens'. Nevertheless, the closer association amongst Commonwealth countries is reflected at least in the diplomatic protocols of the Commonwealth countries. For example, when engaging bilaterally with one another, Commonwealth governments exchange high commissioners[image: External link] instead of ambassadors[image: External link]. Between two Commonwealth realms, they represent the head of government rather than the head of state[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

In addition, some members treat resident citizens of other Commonwealth countries preferentially to citizens of non-Commonwealth countries. Britain and several others, mostly in the Caribbean[image: External link], grant the right to vote[image: External link] to Commonwealth citizens who reside in those countries. In non-Commonwealth countries in which their own country is not represented, Commonwealth citizens may seek consular assistance[image: External link] at the British embassy.[39] Other alternatives can also occur such as an emergency consular services agreement between Canada and Australia that began in 1986.[40]
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Main article: Commonwealth of Nations membership criteria[image: External link]


The criteria for membership of the Commonwealth of Nations have developed over time from a series of separate documents. The Statute of Westminster 1931, as a fundamental founding document of the organisation, laid out that membership required dominionhood. The 1949 London Declaration[image: External link] ended this, allowing republican and indigenous monarchic members on the condition that they recognised the British monarch as the "Head of the Commonwealth[image: External link]".[41] In the wake of the wave of decolonisation[image: External link] in the 1960s, these constitutional principles were augmented by political, economic, and social principles. The first of these was set out in 1961, when it was decided that respect for racial equality[image: External link] would be a requirement for membership, leading directly to the withdrawal of South Africa's re-application (which they were required to make under the formula of the London Declaration upon becoming a republic). The 14 points of the 1971 Singapore Declaration[image: External link] dedicated all members to the principles of world peace[image: External link], liberty[image: External link], human rights[image: External link], equality[image: External link], and free trade.[42]

These criteria were unenforceable for two decades,[43] until, in 1991, the Harare Declaration[image: External link] was issued, dedicating the leaders to applying the Singapore principles to the completion of decolonisation, the end of the Cold War[image: External link], and the end of apartheid[image: External link] in South Africa.[44] The mechanisms by which these principles would be applied were created, and the manner clarified, by the 1995 Millbrook Commonwealth Action Programme[image: External link], which created the Commonwealth Ministerial Action Group[image: External link] (CMAG), which has the power to rule on whether members meet the requirements for membership under the Harare Declaration.[45] Also in 1995, an Inter-Governmental Group was created to finalise and codify the full requirements for membership. Upon reporting in 1997, as adopted under the Edinburgh Declaration[image: External link], the Inter-Governmental Group ruled that any future members would have to have a direct constitutional link with an existing member.[46]

In addition to this new rule, the former rules were consolidated into a single document. These requirements are that members must accept and comply with the Harare principles[image: External link], be fully sovereign[image: External link] states, recognise the monarch of the Commonwealth realms[image: External link] as the Head of the Commonwealth[image: External link], accept the English language[image: External link] as the means of Commonwealth communication, and respect the wishes of the general population with regard to Commonwealth membership.[46] These requirements had undergone review, and a report on potential amendments was presented by the Committee on Commonwealth Membership[image: External link] at the 2007 Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting[image: External link].[47] New members were not admitted at this meeting, though applications for admission were considered at the 2009 CHOGM[image: External link].[48]

New members must "as a general rule" have a direct constitutional link to an existing member. In most cases, this is due to being a former colony of the United Kingdom, but some have links to other countries, either exclusively or more directly (e.g. Samoa to New Zealand, Papua New Guinea to Australia, and Namibia to South Africa). The first member to be admitted without having any constitutional link to the British Empire or a Commonwealth member was Mozambique, a former Portuguese colony[image: External link], in 1995 following its first democratic elections and South Africa's re-admission in 1994. Mozambique's controversial entry led to the Edinburgh Declaration[image: External link] and the current membership guidelines.[49] In 2009, Rwanda became the second Commonwealth member admitted not to have any such constitutional links. It was a Belgian trust territory[image: External link] that had been a German colony until World War I[image: External link].[50] Consideration for its admission was considered an "exceptional circumstance" by the Commonwealth Secretariat[image: External link].[51]
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Main article: Member states of the Commonwealth of Nations[image: External link]


The Commonwealth comprises 52 countries, across all continents. The members have a combined population of 2.3 billion people, almost a third of the world population, of which 1.26 billion live in India and 94% live in Asia and Africa combined.[52] After India, the next-largest Commonwealth countries by population are Pakistan (180 million), Nigeria[image: External link] (170 million), Bangladesh (156 million), the United Kingdom (63 million) and South Africa (52 million). Tuvalu is the smallest member, with about 10,000 people.[53]

The land area of the Commonwealth nations is about 31,500,000 km2 (12,200,000 sq mi), or about 21% of the total world land area. The three largest Commonwealth nations by area are Canada at 9,984,670 km2 (3,855,100 sq mi), Australia at 7,617,930 km2 (2,941,300 sq mi), and India at 3,287,263 km2 (1,269,219 sq mi).[54] The Commonwealth members have a combined gross domestic product of over $9 trillion, 78% of which is accounted for by the four largest economies: United Kingdom ($2.95 trillion), India ($2.05 trillion), Canada ($1.79 trillion), and Australia ($1.44 trillion).[55]

The status of "Member in Arrears" is used to denote those that are in arrears in paying subscription dues. The status was originally known as "special membership[image: External link]", but was renamed on the Committee on Commonwealth Membership[image: External link]'s recommendation.[56] There are currently no Members in Arrears. The most recent Member in Arrears, Nauru, returned to full membership in June 2011.[57] Nauru has alternated between special and full membership since joining the Commonwealth, depending on its financial situation.[58]
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See also: Commonwealth of Nations membership criteria § Prospective members[image: External link]


In 1997 the Commonwealth Heads of Government agreed that, to become a member of the Commonwealth, an applicant country should, as a rule, have had a constitutional association with an existing Commonwealth member; that it should comply with Commonwealth values, principles and priorities as set out in the Harare Declaration[image: External link]; and that it should accept Commonwealth norms and conventions.[59]

South Sudan (2013) and The Gambia (2017) are the only countries specifically expressing an interest in joining or rejoining the Commonwealth.[60] A senior Commonwealth source argued in 2006 that "many people have assumed an interest from Israel[image: External link], but there has been no formal approach".[61] The State of Palestine[image: External link] is also a potential candidate for membership.[61]

President Yahya Jammeh[image: External link] unilaterally withdrew The Gambia from the Commonwealth in October 2013.[62] However, newly elected[image: External link] president Adama Barrow[image: External link] has pledged to return the country to the organisation[63] and the Commonwealth Secretariat has said that it would welcome an application to re-join.[64]

Other eligible applicants could be any of the remaining inhabited British overseas territories[image: External link], Crown dependencies[image: External link], Australian external territories[image: External link] and the Associated States of New Zealand[image: External link] if they become fully independent.[65] Many such jurisdictions are already directly represented within the Commonwealth, particularly through the Commonwealth Family[image: External link].[66] There are also former British possessions that have not become independent, for example, Hong Kong, which still participates in some of the institutions within the Commonwealth Family. All three Crown dependencies[image: External link] regard the existing situation as unsatisfactory and have lobbied for change. The States of Jersey[image: External link] have called on the UK Foreign Secretary to request that the Commonwealth Heads of Government "consider granting associate membership to Jersey and the other Crown Dependencies as well as any other territories at a similarly advanced stage of autonomy". Jersey has proposed that it be accorded "self-representation in all Commonwealth meetings; full participation in debates and procedures, with a right to speak where relevant and the opportunity to enter into discussions with those who are full members; and no right to vote in the Ministerial or Heads of Government meetings, which is reserved for full members".[67] The States of Guernsey[image: External link] and the Government of the Isle of Man[image: External link] have made calls of a similar nature for a more integrated relationship with the Commonwealth,[68] including more direct representation and enhanced participation in Commonwealth organisations and meetings, including Commonwealth Heads of Government Meetings.[69] The Chief Minister of the Isle of Man[image: External link] has said: "A closer connection with the Commonwealth itself would be a welcome further development of the Island's international relationships".[70]

At the time of the Suez Crisis[image: External link] in 1956, in the face of colonial unrest and international tensions, French Premier Guy Mollet[image: External link] proposed to British Prime Minister Anthony Eden[image: External link] that their two countries be joined in a "union"[image: External link]. When that proposal was turned down, Mollet suggested that France joined the Commonwealth, possibly with "a common citizenship arrangement on the Irish basis[image: External link]." Talks regarding a form of union faded away with the end of the Suez crisis.[71] No records of those confidential talks appear to exist in French archives and it is likely that the project was the brainchild of Mollet, an anglophile.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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Main article: Suspension from the Commonwealth of Nations[image: External link]


In recent years, the Commonwealth has suspended several members "from the Councils of the Commonwealth" for "serious or persistent violations" of the Harare Declaration[image: External link], particularly in abrogating their responsibility to have democratic government.[72] This is done by the Commonwealth Ministerial Action Group[image: External link] (CMAG), which meets regularly to address potential breaches of the Harare Declaration. Suspended members are not represented at meetings of Commonwealth leaders and ministers, although they remain members of the organisation. Currently, there are no suspended members.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Nigeria[image: External link] was suspended between 11 November 1995 and 29 May 1999,[73] following its execution of Ken Saro-Wiwa[image: External link] on the eve of the 1995 CHOGM[image: External link].[74] Pakistan was the second country to be suspended, on 18 October 1999, following the military coup[image: External link] by Pervez Musharraf[image: External link].[75] The Commonwealth's longest suspension came to an end on 22 May 2004, when Pakistan's suspension was lifted following the restoration of the country's constitution[image: External link].[76] Pakistan was suspended for a second time, far more briefly, for six months from 22 November 2007, when Musharraf called a state of emergency[image: External link].[77] Zimbabwe was suspended in 2002 over concerns regarding the electoral and land reform policies of Robert Mugabe[image: External link]'s ZANU-PF[image: External link] government,[78] before it withdrew from the organisation in 2003.[79]

The declaration of a Republic in Fiji[image: External link] in 1987, after military coups[image: External link] designed to deny Indo-Fijians[image: External link] political power, was not accompanied by an application to remain. Commonwealth membership was held to have lapsed until 1997, after discriminatory provisions in the republican constitution were repealed and reapplication for membership made.[80][81] Fiji has since been suspended twice, with the first imposed from 6 June 2000[82] to 20 December 2001 after another coup[image: External link].[78] Fiji was suspended yet again in December 2006, following the most recent coup[image: External link]. At first, the suspension applied only to membership on the Councils of the Commonwealth.[80][83] After failing to meet a Commonwealth deadline for setting a date for national elections by 2010, Fiji was "fully suspended" on 1 September 2009.[80][83] The Secretary-General of the Commonwealth, Kamalesh Sharma[image: External link], confirmed that full suspension meant that Fiji would be excluded from Commonwealth meetings, sporting events[image: External link] and the technical assistance programme (with an exception for assistance in re-establishing democracy). Sharma stated that Fiji would remain a member of the Commonwealth during its suspension, but would be excluded from emblematic representation by the secretariat.[80] On 19 March 2014 Fiji's full suspension was amended to a suspension from councils of the Commonwealth by the Commonwealth Ministerial Action Group, permitting Fiji to join a number of Commonwealth activities, including the Commonwealth Games.[84] Fiji's suspension was lifted in September 2014.[85] The Commonwealth Ministerial Action Group fully reinstated Fiji as a member following elections[image: External link] in September 2014.[86]

Most recently, during 2013 and 2014, international pressure mounted to suspend Sri Lanka[image: External link] from the Commonwealth, citing grave human rights violations by the government of President Mahinda Rajapaksa[image: External link]. There were also calls to change the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting 2013[image: External link] from Sri Lanka to another member country. Canadian prime minister Stephen Harper[image: External link] threatened to boycott the event, but was instead represented at the meeting by Deepak Obhrai[image: External link]. The UK Foreign Affairs Committee called upon Prime Minister David Cameron[image: External link] to boycott the event, however, he chose to attend.[87][88] These concerns were rendered moot by the election[image: External link] of opposition leader Maithripala Sirisena[image: External link] as President in 2015.
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As membership is purely voluntary, member governments can choose at any time to leave the Commonwealth. Pakistan left on 30 January 1972 in protest at the Commonwealth's recognition of breakaway Bangladesh, but rejoined on 2 August 1989. Zimbabwe's membership was suspended in 2002 on the grounds of alleged human rights violations and deliberate misgovernment, and Zimbabwe's government terminated its membership in 2003.[89] The Gambia left the Commonwealth on 3 October 2013.[62] Maldives withdrew from the Commonwealth on 13 October 2016.[90] The Maldivian Ministry of Foreign Affairs[image: External link] stated that "the Commonwealth has not recognised [...] the progress and achievements that the Maldives accomplished in cultivating a culture of democracy in the country and in building and strengthening democratic institutions".[91] The Ministry also cited the Commonwealth's "punitive actions against the Maldives since 2012" after the allegedly forced resignation[image: External link] of Maldivian President Mohamed Nasheed[image: External link] among the reasons for withdrawal.[91] The Ministry characterized the decision to withdraw as "difficult, but inevitable".[91]

Although heads of government have the power to suspend member states from active participation, the Commonwealth has no provision for the expulsion of members. Until 2007, Commonwealth realms[image: External link] that became republics automatically ceased to be members, until (like India in 1950) they obtained the permission of other members to remain in the organisation. This policy has been changed, so if any current Commonwealth realms were to become republics, they would not have to go through this process.[92]

Ireland had withdrawn its participation in the Commonwealth in the 1930s, attending its last Commonwealth governmental heads' meeting in 1932. However it continued to be regarded by the Commonwealth as a Commonwealth member until it declared itself a republic, on 18 April 1949. It is the only country whose membership terminated without any declaration withdrawing from the organisation. Instead, it was (with its own tacit support) excluded from the organisation under the rules then applicable.[citation needed[image: External link]]

South Africa was barred from continuing as a member after it became a republic in 1961, due to hostility from many members, particularly those in Africa and Asia as well as Canada, to its policy of racial apartheid[image: External link]. The South African government withdrew its application to remain in the organisation as a republic when it became clear at the 1961 Commonwealth Prime Ministers' Conference[image: External link] that any such application would be rejected. South Africa was re-admitted to the Commonwealth in 1994, following its first multiracial elections[image: External link] that year.[citation needed[image: External link]]

The transfer of sovereignty over Hong Kong[image: External link] in 1997 ended the colony's ties to the Commonwealth through the United Kingdom. The government of Hong Kong, as a special administrative region[image: External link] of China, did not pursue membership. Hong Kong has nevertheless continued to participate in some of the organisations of the Commonwealth family, such as the Commonwealth Lawyers Association, the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association[image: External link], the Association of Commonwealth Universities[image: External link] and the Commonwealth Association of Legislative Counsel.[93][94]
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 Objectives and activities




The Commonwealth's objectives were first outlined in the 1971 Singapore Declaration[image: External link], which committed the Commonwealth to the institution of world peace[image: External link]; promotion of representative democracy[image: External link] and individual liberty[image: External link]; the pursuit of equality and opposition to racism; the fight against poverty, ignorance, and disease; and free trade.[95] To these were added opposition to discrimination on the basis of gender by the Lusaka Declaration[image: External link] of 1979,[42] and environmental sustainability[image: External link] by the Langkawi Declaration[image: External link] of 1989.[96] These objectives were reinforced by the Harare Declaration[image: External link] in 1991.[97]

The Commonwealth's current highest-priority aims are on the promotion of democracy and development, as outlined in the 2003 Aso Rock Declaration[image: External link],[98] which built on those in Singapore and Harare and clarified their terms of reference, stating, "We are committed to democracy, good governance, human rights, gender equality, and a more equitable sharing of the benefits of globalisation."[99] The Commonwealth website lists its areas of work as: democracy, economics, education, gender, governance, human rights, law, small states, sport, sustainability, and youth.[100]

Through a separate voluntary fund, Commonwealth governments support the Commonwealth Youth Programme[image: External link], a division of the Secretariat with offices in Gulu[image: External link] (Uganda), Lusaka[image: External link] (Zambia), Chandigarh[image: External link] (India), Georgetown[image: External link] (Guyana) and Honiara[image: External link] (Solomon Islands).[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Competence




In recent years, the Commonwealth has been accused of not being vocal enough on its core values. Allegations of a leaked memo from the Secretary General instructing staff not to speak out on human rights were published in October 2010.[101]

The Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting 2011[image: External link] considered a report by a Commonwealth Eminent Persons Group[image: External link] (EPG) panel which asserted that the organisation had lost its relevance and was decaying due to the lack of a mechanism to censure member countries when they violated human rights or democratic norms.[102] The panel made 106 "urgent" recommendations including the adoption of a Charter of the Commonwealth, the creation of a new commissioner on the rule of law, democracy and human rights to track persistent human rights abuses and allegations of political repression by Commonwealth member states, recommendations for the repeal of laws against[image: External link] homosexuality[image: External link] in 41 Commonwealth states and a ban on forced marriage[image: External link].[103][104] The failure to release the report, or accept its recommendations for reforms in the area of human rights, democracy and the rule of law, was decried as a "disgrace" by former British Foreign Secretary Sir Malcolm Rifkind[image: External link], a member of the EPG, who told a press conference: "The Commonwealth faces a very significant problem. It's not a problem of hostility or antagonism, it's more of a problem of indifference. Its purpose is being questioned, its relevance is being questioned and part of that is because its commitment to enforce the values for which it stands is becoming ambiguous in the eyes of many member states. The Commonwealth is not a private club of the governments or the secretariat. It belongs to the people of the Commonwealth."[104]

In the end, two-thirds of the EPG's 106 urgently recommended reforms were referred to study groups, an act described by one EPG member as having them "kicked into the long grass". There was no agreement to create the recommended position of human rights commissioner, instead a ministerial management group was empowered with enforcement: the group includes alleged human rights offenders. It was agreed to develop a charter of values for the Commonwealth without any decision on how compliance with its principles would be enforced.[102]

The result of the effort was that a new Charter of the Commonwealth[image: External link] was signed by Queen Elizabeth on 11 March 2013 at Marlborough House, which opposes "all forms of discrimination, whether rooted in gender, race, colour, creed, political belief or other grounds".[105][106]
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 Proposed free movement policy




In March 2015, the Commonwealth Freedom of Movement Organisation[image: External link] proposed that the national governments of the United Kingdom, Australia, New Zealand and Canada should advocate for freedom of movement between citizens of their countries, similar to the current arrangement existing between Australia and New Zealand through the Trans-Tasman Travel Arrangement[image: External link].[107] In May 2016, Australian High Commissioner to the United Kingdom Alexander Downer[image: External link] expressed support for "freer movement" between Australia and the United Kingdom, stating: "Over time we would like to continue to talk to the British government about arrangements we could make to liberalise movement between Australia and the UK, if not have completely free movement...".[108]
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	Economies of the Commonwealth of Nations



	


	Member states[image: External link]
	Population[109]

(thousands)
	GDP (nominal)[110]

(millions)
	GDP (nominal)[111]

per capita
	GDP (PPP)[112]

(millions)
	GDP (PPP)[113]

per capita
	Realm[image: External link]



	 Antigua and Barbuda[image: External link]
	89
	1,176
	12,480
	1,778
	18,492
	Yes



	 Australia
	22,684
	1,520,608
	61,789
	1,008,547
	41,974
	Yes



	 Bahamas, The
	372
	8,149
	22,431
	11,765
	31,978
	Yes



	 Bangladesh
	154,695
	115,610
	743
	291,299
	1,777
	No



	  Barbados[image: External link]
	283
	3,685
	13,453
	—
	—
	Yes



	 Belize
	324
	1,448
	4,059
	2,381
	6,672
	Yes



	 Botswana
	2,004
	14,411
	8,533
	34,038
	14,746
	No



	  Brunei[image: External link]
	412
	16,954
	40,301
	21,992
	51,760
	No



	 Cameroon
	21,700
	24,984
	1,260
	50,820
	2,359
	No



	 Canada
	34,880
	1,821,424
	50,344
	1,489,165
	40,420
	Yes



	 Cyprus
	1,129
	22,981
	30,670
	26,720
	32,254
	No



	  Dominica[image: External link]
	72
	480
	7,154
	906
	13,288
	No



	  Ghana[image: External link]
	25,366
	40,710
	1,570
	51,943
	1,871
	No



	 Grenada
	105
	790
	7,780
	1,142
	10,837
	Yes



	 Guyana
	795
	2,851
	3,408
	2,704
	—
	No



	 India
	1,236,687
	1,841,717
	1,509
	8,027,000
	6,209
	No



	 Jamaica
	2,712
	14,840
	5,335
	—
	—
	Yes



	 Kenya
	43,178
	37,229
	808
	76,016
	1,710
	No



	 Kiribati
	101
	176
	1,649
	248
	2,337
	No



	 Lesotho
	2,052
	2,448
	1,106
	4,027
	1,691
	No



	 Malawi
	15,906
	4,264
	365
	14,344
	893
	No



	  Malaysia[image: External link]
	29,240
	303,526
	9,977
	501,249
	16,051
	No



	  Maldives[image: External link]
	338
	2,222
	6,405
	3,070
	8,871
	No



	 Malta
	418
	8,722
	21,380
	12,138
	27,504
	No



	 Mauritius
	1,291
	10,492
	8,755
	20,210
	14,420
	No



	 Mozambique
	25,203
	14,588
	533
	25,805
	975
	No



	 Namibia
	2,259
	12,807
	5,383
	16,918
	6,801
	No



	 Nauru
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	No



	 New Zealand
	4,433
	139,768
	36,254
	139,640
	31,082
	Yes



	  Nigeria[image: External link]
	168,834
	262,606
	1,502
	449,289
	2,533
	No



	 Pakistan
	179,160
	231,182
	1,189
	517,873
	2,745
	No



	 Papua New Guinea
	7,167
	15,654
	1,845
	20,771
	2,676
	Yes



	 Rwanda
	11,458
	7,103
	8,874
	15,517
	1,282
	No



	 Saint Kitts and Nevis[image: External link]
	54
	748
	13,144
	966
	17,226
	Yes



	 Saint Lucia
	181
	1,186
	7,154
	2,016
	11,597
	Yes



	 Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
	109
	713
	6,291
	1,202
	10,715
	Yes



	 Samoa
	189
	677
	3,485
	853
	4,475
	No



	 Seychelles
	88
	1,032
	12,321
	2,371
	25,788
	No



	 Sierra Leone
	5,979
	3,796
	496
	8,125
	1,131
	No



	 Singapore
	5,312
	274,701
	46,241
	328,323
	60,688
	No



	 Solomon Islands
	550
	1,008
	1,517
	1,718
	2,923
	Yes



	 South Africa
	51,189
	384,313
	8,070
	585,625
	10,960
	No



	 Sri Lanka[image: External link]
	20,328
	59,421
	2,835
	126,993
	5,582
	No



	 Swaziland
	1,231
	3,747
	3,831
	6,458
	6,053
	No



	 Tanzania
	47,783
	28,249
	532
	74,269
	1,512
	No



	 Tonga
	105
	472
	4,152
	527
	4,886
	No



	 Trinidad and Tobago
	1,337
	23,986
	16,699
	35,638
	25,074
	No



	 Tuvalu
	10
	37
	3,636
	—
	—
	Yes



	 Uganda
	36,346
	19,881
	487
	49,130
	1,345
	No



	 United Kingdom
	63,228
	2,435,174
	38,974
	2,264,751
	35,598
	Yes



	 Vanuatu
	247
	785
	3,094
	1,139
	4,379
	No



	 Zambia
	14,075
	20,678
	1,425
	24,096
	1,621
	No



	 Commonwealth
	2,243,688
	9,766,209
	3,844
	13,119,929
	4,035
	—



	 Commonwealth (realms)
	137,181
	5,966,408
	43,493
	4,945,842
	36,053
	—








	Note: Figures are in US dollars[image: External link].
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 Trade




Further information: Commonwealth free trade[image: External link]


Although the Commonwealth does not have a multilateral trade agreement, research by the Royal Commonwealth Society[image: External link] has shown that trade[image: External link] with another Commonwealth member is up to 50% more than with a non-member on average, with smaller and less wealthy states having a higher propensity to trade within the Commonwealth.[114] At the 2005 Summit in Malta, the heads of government endorsed pursuing free trade among Commonwealth members on a bilateral basis.[115]

There have been various proposals for a Commonwealth free trade zone.[116] Some politicians in the United Kingdom have suggested the idea as an alternative to its membership[image: External link] in the European Union[image: External link].[117][118] A UK referendum in June 2016[image: External link] resulted in 51.9% of participants voting to leave the EU. Although the EU is already in the slow process of negotiating free trade agreements with many Commonwealth countries such as India and Canada, it took the EU almost ten years to come to an agreement,[119][120] and much of these delays occurred due to a Romanian Visa dispute as well as domestic issues in Belgium. Because of this demonstrated failure for the EU to arrive at a comprehensible deal in a swift fashion, many experts believe that Britain will be far better off negotiating with the commonwealth outside the European Union.[121][122]
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 Commonwealth Family




Main article: Commonwealth Family[image: External link]


Commonwealth countries share many links outside government, with over a hundred Commonwealth-wide non-governmental organisations, notably for sport, culture, education, law and charity. The Association of Commonwealth Universities[image: External link] is an important vehicle for academic links, particularly through scholarships, principally the Commonwealth Scholarship[image: External link], for students to study in universities[image: External link] in other Commonwealth countries. There are also many non-official associations that bring together individuals who work within the spheres of law and government, such as the Commonwealth Lawyers Association and the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Commonwealth Foundation




Main article: Commonwealth Foundation[image: External link]


The Commonwealth Foundation[image: External link] is an intergovernmental organisation, resourced by and reporting to Commonwealth governments, and guided by Commonwealth values and priorities. Its mandate is to strengthen civil society in the achievement of Commonwealth priorities: democracy and good governance, respect for human rights and gender equality, poverty eradication, people-centred and sustainable development, and to promote arts and culture.[citation needed[image: External link]]

The Foundation was established in 1965 by the Heads of Government. Admittance is open to all members of the Commonwealth, and in December 2008, stood at 46 out of the 53 member countries. Associate Membership, which is open to associated states or overseas territories of member governments, has been granted to Gibraltar. 2005 saw celebrations for the Foundation's 40th Anniversary. The Foundation is headquartered in Marlborough House[image: External link], Pall Mall, London[image: External link]. Regular liaison and co-operation between the Secretariat and the Foundation is in place. The Foundation continues to serve the broad purposes for which it was established as written in the Memorandum of Understanding.[123]
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 Commonwealth Games




Main article: Commonwealth Games[image: External link]


The Commonwealth Games[image: External link], a multi-sport event[image: External link], is held every four years; the 2010 Commonwealth Games[image: External link] were held in New Delhi, India[image: External link], and the 2014 Commonwealth Games[image: External link] in Glasgow, Scotland[image: External link], and the 2018 Commonwealth Games[image: External link] will be on Gold Coast, Australia. As well as the usual athletic disciplines, as at the Summer Olympic Games[image: External link], the games include sports particularly popular in the Commonwealth, such as bowls[image: External link], netball[image: External link], and rugby sevens[image: External link]. Started in 1930 as the Empire Games, the games were founded on the Olympic model of amateurism[image: External link], but were deliberately designed to be "the Friendly Games",[124] with the goal of promoting relations between Commonwealth countries and celebrating their shared sporting and cultural heritage.[125]

The games are the Commonwealth's most visible activity[124] and interest in the operation of the Commonwealth increases greatly when the Games are held.[126] There is controversy over whether the games—and sport generally—should be involved in the Commonwealth's wider political concerns.[125] The 1977 Gleneagles Agreement[image: External link] was signed to commit Commonwealth countries to combat apartheid[image: External link] through discouraging sporting contact with South Africa (which was not then a member), whilst the 1986 games[image: External link] were boycotted by most African, Asian, and Caribbean countries for the failure of other countries to enforce the Gleneagles Agreement.[127]
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 Commonwealth War Graves Commission




Main article: Commonwealth War Graves Commission[image: External link]


The Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWGC) is responsible for maintaining the war graves[image: External link] of 1.7 million service personnel that died in the First and Second World Wars fighting for Commonwealth member states. Founded in 1917 (as the Imperial War Graves Commission), the Commission has constructed 2,500 war cemeteries[image: External link], and maintains individual graves at another 20,000 sites around the world.[128] The vast majority of the latter are civilian cemeteries in Great Britain. In 1998, the CWGC made the records of its buried online to facilitate easier searching.[129]

Commonwealth war cemeteries often feature similar horticulture[image: External link] and architecture, with larger cemeteries being home to a Cross of Sacrifice[image: External link] and Stone of Remembrance[image: External link]. The CWGC is notable for marking the graves identically, regardless of the rank, country of origin, race, or religion of the buried.[129] It is funded by voluntary agreement by six Commonwealth members, in proportion to the nationality of the casualties in the graves maintained,[128] with 75% of the funding coming from Britain.[129]
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 Commonwealth of Learning




Main article: Commonwealth of Learning[image: External link]


The Commonwealth of Learning (COL) is an intergovernmental organisation created by the Heads of Government to encourage the development and sharing of open learning/distance education knowledge, resources and technologies. COL is helping developing nations improve access to quality education and training.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 The Commonwealth Local Government Forum




Main article: Commonwealth Local Government Forum[image: External link]


The Commonwealth Local Government Forum (CLGF) is a global local government organisation, bringing together local authorities, their national associations and the ministries responsible for local government in the member countries of the Commonwealth. CLGF works with national and local government[image: External link]s to support the development of democratic values[image: External link] and good local governance and is the associated organisation officially recognised by Commonwealth Heads of Government as the representative body for local government in the Commonwealth.[130]

CLGF is unique in bringing together central, provincial and local spheres of government involved in local government policy and decision-making. CLGF members include local government associations, individual local authorities, ministries dealing with local government, and research and professional organisations who work with local government. Practitioner to practitioner support is at the core of CLGF's work across the Commonwealth and within the region, using CLGF's own members to support others both within and between regions. CLGF is a member of the Global Taskforce of Local and Regional Governments, the formal partner of the UN Major Group of Local Authorities.[131]
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 Culture




Many Commonwealth nations possess traditions and customs that are elements of a shared Commonwealth culture. Examples include common sports such as cricket[image: External link] and rugby[image: External link], driving on the left[image: External link], the Westminster system[image: External link] of parliamentary democracy[image: External link], common law[image: External link], widespread use of the English language, designation of English as an official language, military and naval ranks[image: External link], and the use of British rather than American spelling conventions (see English in the Commonwealth of Nations).[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Sport




Many Commonwealth nations play similar sports[image: External link] that are considered quintessentially "British" in character, rooted in and developed under British rule or hegemony, including football, cricket[image: External link], rugby[image: External link], and netball[image: External link].[132] This has led to the development of friendly national rivalries between the main sporting nations that have often defined their relations with each another. Indeed, said rivalries preserved close ties by providing a constant in international relationships, even as the Empire transformed into the Commonwealth.[133] Externally, playing these sports is seen to be a sign of sharing a certain Commonwealth culture; the adoption of cricket at schools in Rwanda[image: External link] is seen as symbolic of the country's move towards Commonwealth membership.[134][135]

Besides the Commonwealth Games, other sporting competitions are organised on a Commonwealth basis, through championship tournaments such as the Commonwealth Taekwondo Championships[image: External link], Commonwealth Fencing Championships[image: External link], Commonwealth Judo Championships[image: External link], Commonwealth Rowing Championships[image: External link], Commonwealth Sailing Championships[image: External link], Commonwealth Shooting Championships[image: External link] and Commonwealth Pool Lifesaving Championships[image: External link]. The Commonwealth Boxing Council[image: External link] has long maintained Commonwealth titles for the best boxers in the Commonwealth.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Literature




See also: Postcolonial literature[image: External link], Migrant literature[image: External link], and the various national literatures of the former British Commonwealth[image: External link]

The shared history of British presence has produced a substantial body of writing in many languages, known as Commonwealth literature.[136][137] The Association for Commonwealth Literature and Language Studies, with nine chapters worldwide and an international conference is held every three years.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 English as official language




In 1987, the Commonwealth Foundation established the annual Commonwealth Writers' Prize[image: External link] "to encourage and reward the upsurge of new Commonwealth fiction and ensure that works of merit reach a wider audience outside their country of origin". Prizes are awarded for the best book and best first book in the Commonwealth, as well as regional prizes for the best book and best first book from each of four regions. Although not officially affiliated with the Commonwealth, the prestigious annual [Man Booker Prize, one of the highest honours in literature,[138] used to be awarded only to authors from Commonwealth countries or the three former members, Ireland, Zimbabwe, and the Gambia. Since 2014, however, writers of any nationality have been eligible for the prize providing that they write originally in English and their novels are published by established publishers in the United Kingdom[139] From 1950 on a significant number of writers from the countries of the Commonwealth of Nations began gaining international recognition, including some who migrated to the United Kingdom. There had of course been a few important works in English prior to 1950 from the then British Empire. The South African writer[image: External link] Olive Schreiner[image: External link]'s famous novel The Story of an African Farm[image: External link] was published in 1883 and New Zealander[image: External link] Katherine Mansfield[image: External link] published her first collection of short stories, In a German Pension, in 1911. The first major novelist, writing in English, from the Indian sub-continent[image: External link], R. K. Narayan[image: External link], began publishing in England in the 1930s, thanks to the encouragement of English novelist Graham Greene[image: External link].[140] Caribbean writer[image: External link] Jean Rhys[image: External link]'s writing career began as early as 1928, though her most famous work, Wide Sargasso Sea[image: External link], was not published until 1966. South Africa's Alan Paton[image: External link]'s famous Cry, the Beloved Country[image: External link] dates from 1948. Doris Lessing[image: External link] from Southern Rhodesia[image: External link], now Zimbabwe, was a dominant presence in the English literary scene, frequently publishing from 1950 on throughout the 20th century. She won the Nobel Prize in Literature in 2007.[141]

Salman Rushdie[image: External link] is another post Second World War writers from the former British colonies who permanently settled in Britain[image: External link]. Rushdie achieved fame with Midnight's Children[image: External link] 1981. His most controversial novel The Satanic Verses[image: External link] 1989, was inspired in part by the life of Muhammad. V. S. Naipaul[image: External link] (born 1932), born in Trinidad[image: External link], was another immigrant, who wrote among other things A Bend in the River[image: External link] (1979). Naipaul won the Nobel Prize in Literature.[142]

Many other Commonwealth writers have achieved an international reputation for works in English, including Nigerian[image: External link] novelist Chinua Achebe[image: External link], and playwright Wole Soyinka[image: External link]. Soyinka won the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1986, as did South African novelist Nadine Gordimer[image: External link] in 1995. Other South African writers in English are novelist J.M. Coetzee[image: External link] (Nobel Prize 2003) and playwright Athol Fugard[image: External link]. Kenya[image: External link]'s most internationally renowned author is Ngũgĩ wa Thiong'o[image: External link] who has written novels, plays and short stories in English. Poet Derek Walcott[image: External link], from Saint Lucia in the Caribbean, was another Nobel Prize winner in 1992. An Australian Patrick White, a major novelist in this period, whose first work was published in 1939, won in (1973). Other noteworthy Australian writers at the end of this period are poet Les Murray, and novelist Peter Carey (born 1943), who is one of only four writers to have won the Booker Prize twice.[143]
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 Political system




Due to their shared constitutional histories, several countries in the Commonwealth have similar legal and political systems. The Commonwealth requires its members to be functioning democracies that respect human rights[image: External link] and the rule of law[image: External link]. Most Commonwealth countries have the Westminster system[image: External link] of parliamentary[image: External link] democracy. The Commonwealth Parliamentary Association[image: External link] facilitates co-operation between legislatures across the Commonwealth, and the Commonwealth Local Government Forum[image: External link] promotes good governance[image: External link] amongst local government[image: External link] officials. Most Commonwealth members use common law[image: External link], modelled on English law[image: External link]. The Judicial Committee of the Privy Council[image: External link] is the supreme court[image: External link] of 14 Commonwealth members.
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 Symbols




The Commonwealth has adopted a number of symbols[image: External link] that represent the association of its members. The English language[image: External link] is recognised as a symbol of the members' heritage; as well as being considered a symbol of the Commonwealth, recognition of it as "the means of Commonwealth communication" is a prerequisite for Commonwealth membership.

The flag of the Commonwealth[image: External link] consists of the symbol of the Commonwealth Secretariat, a gold globe surrounded by emanating "rays", on a dark blue field; it was designed for the second CHOGM[image: External link] in 1973, and officially adopted on 26 March 1976. 1976 also saw the organisation agree to a common date on which to commemorate Commonwealth Day[image: External link], the second Monday in March, having developed separately on different dates from Empire Day[image: External link] celebrations.
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 Recognition




In 2009, to mark the 60th anniversary of the founding of the Commonwealth, the Royal Commonwealth Society[image: External link] commissioned a poll of public opinion in seven of the member states: Australia, Canada, India, Jamaica, Malaysia, South Africa and the United Kingdom. It found that most people in these countries were largely ignorant of the Commonwealth's activities, aside from the Commonwealth Games[image: External link], and indifferent toward its future. Support for the Commonwealth was twice as high in developing countries as in developed countries; it was lowest in Great Britain.[144][145][146][147]
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 See also





	Anglosphere[image: External link]

	Commonwealth[image: External link]

	
Commonwealth of Independent States[image: External link], a grouping of Post-Soviet states[image: External link] outside the European Union[image: External link]
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	1. ^ The Commonwealth of Nations is sometimes called the "British Commonwealth" to differentiate it from the Commonwealth of Independent States[image: External link], also called the "Russian Commonwealth".[148]
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The Australia, New Zealand, United States Security Treaty (ANZUS or ANZUS Treaty) is the 1951 collective security[image: External link] agreement which binds Australia and New Zealand and, separately, Australia and the United States, to co-operate on military matters in the Pacific Ocean[image: External link] region, although today the treaty is taken to relate to conflicts worldwide. It provides that an armed attack on any of the three parties would be dangerous to the others, and that each should act to meet the common threat. It set up a committee of foreign ministers that can meet for consultation.

The treaty was one of the series that the United States formed in the 1949–55 era as part of its collective response to the threat of communism[image: External link] during the Cold War[image: External link].[1] New Zealand was suspended from ANZUS in 1986 as it initiated a nuclear-free zone in its territorial waters; in late 2012 the United States lifted a ban on visits by New Zealand warships leading to a thawing in tensions. New Zealand maintains a nuclear-free zone as part of its foreign policy and is not part of ANZUS, as the United States maintains an ambiguous policy whether or not the warships carry nuclear weapons, however New Zealand resumed key areas of the ANZUS treaty in 2007 (today bilateral meetings of ANZUS are held between Australia and United States only).[2][3]
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 Treaty structure




The treaty was previously a full three-way defence pact, but following a dispute between New Zealand and the United States in 1984 over visiting rights for ships and submarines capable of carrying nuclear arms[4] or nuclear-powered ships of the US Navy[image: External link] to New Zealand ports, became between Australia and New Zealand and between Australia and the United States, i.e. the treaty has lapsed between the United States and New Zealand, although it remains separately in force between both of those states and Australia.[5] In 2000, the United States opened its ports to the Royal New Zealand Navy[image: External link] once again, and under the presidency of Bill Clinton[image: External link] in the US and the government of Helen Clark[image: External link] in New Zealand, the countries have since reestablished bilateral cooperation on defence and security for world peace.[6]

While ANZUS is commonly recognised to have split in 1984, the Australia–US alliance remains in full force. Heads of defence of one or both states often have joined the annual ministerial meetings, which are supplemented by consultations between the US Combatant Commander Pacific and the Australian Chief of Defence Force. There are also regular civilian and military consultations between the two governments at lower levels.

Annual meetings to discuss ANZUS defence matters take place between the United States Secretaries of Defense and State and the Australian Ministers of Defence and Foreign Affairs are known by the acronym AUSMIN[image: External link]. The AUSMIN meeting for 2011 took place in San Francisco in September. The 2012 AUSMIN meeting was in Perth, Western Australia[image: External link] in November.[7]

Unlike the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation[image: External link] (NATO), ANZUS has no integrated defence structure or dedicated forces. Nevertheless, Australia and the United States conduct a variety of joint activities. These include military exercises ranging from naval and landing exercises at the task-group level to battalion-level special forces training, assigning officers to each other's armed services, and standardising equipment and operational doctrine. The two countries also operate several joint-defence facilities in Australia, mainly ground stations for spy satellite[image: External link], and signals intelligence[image: External link] espionage[image: External link] in Southeast[image: External link] and East Asia[image: External link] as part of the ECHELON[image: External link] network.

During the 2010s, New Zealand and the US resumed a close relationship, although it is unclear whether the revived partnership falls under the aegis of the 1951 trilateral treaty. The Wellington Declaration of 2010 defined a "strategic partnership" between New Zealand and the US, and New Zealand joined the biennial Rim of the Pacific[image: External link] military exercise off Hawaii[image: External link] in 2012 for the first time since 1984. The US prohibition on New Zealand ships making port at US bases was lifted after the 2012 exercise.[6]
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The treaty came about following the close cooperation of the United States, Australia and New Zealand during World War II, when Australia had come under attack by a foreign power, Japan, for the first time in its history. In 1951, the United States was eager to normalise relations with Japan, particularly as the Korean War[image: External link] was raging a short distance from Japan. With the involvement of China and possibly the Soviet Union[image: External link] in Korea, the Cold War[image: External link] was threatening to become a full-scale war. However, the governments of Australia and New Zealand were extremely reluctant to finalise a peace treaty[image: External link] with Japan that would allow for Japanese rearmament. Both countries relented only when an Australian and New Zealand proposal for a three-way security treaty was accepted by the United States.

The resulting treaty was concluded at San Francisco on 1 September 1951, and entered into force on 29 April 1952. The treaty bound the signatories to recognise that an armed attack in the Pacific area on any of them would endanger the peace and safety of the others. It stated 'The Parties will consult together whenever in the opinion of any of them the territorial integrity, political independence or security of any of the Parties is threatened in the Pacific'. The three nations also pledged to maintain and develop individual and collective capabilities to resist attack.
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 Malaysia, Korea, Vietnam and The War on Terror




The treaty itself was not a source of debate for 30 years, though in this period New Zealand and Australia committed forces to the Malayan Emergency[image: External link] and subsequently the ANZUS nations fought together in the Vietnam War[image: External link].

As part of the United Nations deployment, New Zealand and Australia had earlier fought alongside the United States in the Korean War. Later New Zealand sent transport aircraft, maritime patrol aircraft and frigates to the Persian Gulf, as well as a very small number of soldiers, SAS[image: External link] soldiers, medical and assorted and peace-keeping forces in Afghanistan—and despite Prime Minister Helen Clark[image: External link] being openly critical of American justifications for the 2003 Iraq war, New Zealand did send engineer troops to Iraq following the 2003 invasion.[8] These troops were however officially engaged in reconstruction under UN Security Council Resolution 1483 and were non-combatant.
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See also: Foreign policy of the Ronald Reagan administration § Australia[image: External link]


In 1983, the Reagan Administration approached Australia with proposals for testing the new generation of American intercontinental ballistic missiles[image: External link], the MX missile[image: External link]. American test ranges in the Pacific were insufficient for testing the new long-range missiles and the United States military wished to use the Tasman Sea as a target area. Australian Prime Minister[image: External link] Malcolm Fraser[image: External link] of the Liberal Party[image: External link] had agreed to provide monitoring sites near Sydney for this purpose.[9] However, in 1985, the newly elected Prime Minister Bob Hawke, of the Labor Party, withdrew Australia from the testing programme, sparking criticism from the Reagan Administration. Hawke had been pressured into doing so by the left-wing faction of the Labor Party, which opposed the proposed MX missile test in the Tasman Sea. The Labor left-wing faction also strongly sympathized with the New Zealand Fourth Labour Government[image: External link]'s anti-nuclear policy and supported a South Pacific Nuclear Free Zone[image: External link].[10][11][12]

To preserve its joint Australian-US military communications facilities, the Reagan Administration also had to assure the Hawke Government that those installations would not be used in the Strategic Defense Initiative[image: External link] project, which the Australian Labor Party strongly opposed. Despite these disagreements, the Hawke Labor Government still remained supportive of the ANZUS security treaty. It also did not support its New Zealand counterpart's ban on nuclear-armed and nuclear-powered ships. Following the ANZUS Split in February 1985, the Australian government also endorsed the Reagan Administration's plans to cancel trilateral military exercises and to postpone the ANZUS foreign ministers conference. However, it still continued to maintain bilateral military ties and continued to share intelligence information with New Zealand.[12] Unlike New Zealand, Australia continued to allow US warships to visit its ports and to participate in joint military exercises with the United States.[13][14]
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 New Zealand bans nuclear material




See also: New Zealand's nuclear-free zone[image: External link]


In 1985, the nature of the ANZUS alliance changed significantly. Due to a current of anti-nuclear[image: External link] sentiment within New Zealand, tension had long been present between ANZUS members as the United States is a declared nuclear power. France, a naval power and a declared nuclear power, had been conducting nuclear tests[image: External link] on South Pacific Islands. Following the victory of the New Zealand Labour Party[image: External link] in elections in 1984[image: External link], Prime Minister David Lange[image: External link] barred nuclear-powered[image: External link] or nuclear-armed[image: External link] ships from using New Zealand ports or entering New Zealand waters[image: External link]. Reasons given were the dangers of nuclear weapons[image: External link], continued French nuclear testing[image: External link] in the South Pacific[image: External link], and opposition to US President Ronald Reagan[image: External link]'s policy of aggressively confronting the Soviet Union[image: External link].

Given that the United States Navy[image: External link] had a policy of deliberate ambiguity during the Cold War[image: External link] and refused to confirm or deny[image: External link] the presence of nuclear weapons aboard its warships and support ships, these laws essentially refused access to New Zealand ports for all United States Navy vessels. In February 1985, a port-visit request by the United States for the guided-missile destroyer USS Buchanan[image: External link] was refused by New Zealand, as the Buchanan was capable of launching nuclear depth bombs[image: External link]. As this occurred after the government unofficially invited the United States to send a ship, the refusal of access was interpreted by the United States as a deliberate slight.

According to opinion polls taken before the 1984 election, only 30 per cent of New Zealanders supported visits by US warships with a clear majority of 58 per cent opposed, and over 66 percent of the population lived in locally declared nuclear-free zones[image: External link].[15] An opinion poll commissioned by the 1986 Defence Committee of Enquiry confirmed that 92 per cent now opposed nuclear weapons in New Zealand and 69 per cent opposed warship visits; 92 per cent wanted New Zealand to promote nuclear disarmament[image: External link] through the UN, while 88 per cent supported the promotion of nuclear-free zones.[16]

However other polls indicated that the majority of the population would support visits by American warships which might be nuclear armed or powered, if the alternative was that New Zealand would have to withdraw from ANZUS.
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 United States suspends obligations to New Zealand




See also: Foreign policy of the Ronald Reagan administration § New Zealand[image: External link]


After consultations with Australia and after negotiations with New Zealand broke down, the United States announced that it was suspending its treaty obligations to New Zealand until United States Navy ships were re-admitted to New Zealand ports, citing that New Zealand was "a friend, but not an ally".[17] The crisis made front-page headlines for weeks in many American newspapers,[18] while many American cabinet members were quoted as expressing a deep sense of betrayal.[19] However, David Lange did not withdraw New Zealand from ANZUS, although his government's policy led to the US's decision to suspend its treaty obligations to New Zealand.

An opinion poll in New Zealand in 1991[20] showed 54% of those sampled preferred to let the treaty lapse rather than accept visits again by nuclear-armed or nuclear-powered vessels. The policy did not become law until 8 June 1987 with the passing of the New Zealand Nuclear Free Zone, Disarmament, and Arms Control Act 1987[image: External link], more than two years after the Buchanan was refused entry after the U.S. refused to declare the presence or absence of nuclear weapons, and a year after the U.S. suspended its treaty obligations to New Zealand. This law effectively made the entire country a nuclear-free zone[image: External link].[21] Despite the ANZUS split, Secretary of State George P. Shultz[image: External link] maintained that the ANZUS structure was still in place, should NZ decide in the future to reverse its anti-nuclear policy and return to a fully operational defence relationship with the US. President Reagan also maintained in NSDD 193 (National Security Decision Directive[image: External link]) that New Zealand still remained a "friend, but not an ally".[22]

On 10 July 1985, agents of the French Directorate-General for External Security[image: External link] bombed the Greenpeace[image: External link] protest vessel Rainbow Warrior[image: External link] in Auckland[image: External link], causing one death. The failure of Western leaders to condemn this violation of a friendly nation's sovereignty caused a great deal of change in New Zealand's foreign and defence policy,[23] and strengthened domestic opposition to the military application of nuclear technology in any form. New Zealand distanced itself from its traditional ally, the United States, and built relationships with small South Pacific nations, while retaining its good relations with Australia, and, to a lesser extent, the United Kingdom.[24]
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 September 11, 2001 attacks




Australia and New Zealand both provided military units, including special forces and naval ships, in support of the US led "Operation Enduring Freedom[image: External link]" for support for anti- Taliban[image: External link] forces in response to the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks[image: External link]. Providing 1,550 troops, Australia remains the largest non- NATO[image: External link] contributor of military personnel in Afghanistan. New Zealand committed 191 troops.
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 East Timor




Between 1999 and 2003 the armed forces of Australia and New Zealand deployed together in a large scale operation in East Timor, to prevent pro-Indonesian militia from overturning a vote for independence on the island. The United States provided only limited logistical support but USS Mobile Bay[image: External link] provided air defence for the initial entry operation. The operation was taken over by the United Nations.
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 Taiwan




One topic that became prominent in the 2000s was the implications in the case of a hypothetical attack by the People's Republic of China against Taiwan[image: External link], who would likely receive American support. While Australia has strong cultural and economic ties with the United States, it also has an increasingly important trade relationship with China.

In August 2004, Foreign Minister Alexander Downer[image: External link] implied in Beijing that the treaty would likely not apply to that situation, but he was quickly corrected by Prime Minister John Howard[image: External link]. In March 2005, after an official of the People's Republic of China stated that it may be necessary for Australia to reassess the treaty and after China passed an Anti-Secession Law[image: External link] regarding Taiwan, Downer stated that in case of Chinese aggression on Taiwan, the treaty would come into force, but that the treaty would require only consultations with the United States and not necessarily commit Australia to war.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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Further information: New Zealand – United States relations[image: External link], Australia – United States relations[image: External link], and Australia – New Zealand relations[image: External link]


Annual bilateral meetings between the US Secretary of State and the Australian Foreign Minister replaced annual meetings of the ANZUS Council of Foreign Ministers. The first bilateral meeting was held in Canberra[image: External link] in 1985. At the second meeting, in San Francisco in 1986, the United States announced that it was suspending its treaty security obligations to New Zealand pending the restoration of port access. Subsequent bilateral Australia–US Ministerial (AUSMIN) meetings have alternated between Australia and the United States.

The alliance engenders some political controversy in Australia. Particularly after Australian involvement in the 2003 Iraq war, some quarters of Australian society have called for a re-evaluation of the relationship between the two nations. Nonetheless the alliance enjoyed broad support during the Cold War[image: External link][25] and continues to enjoy broad support in Australia.[26] One commentator in Australia has argued that the treaty should be re-negotiated in the context of terrorism, the modern role of the United Nations and as a purely US–Australian alliance.[27]

Australia is also a contributor to the National Missile Defense[image: External link] system.[28][29]

In May 2006, US Assistant Secretary of State for East Asia and Pacific Affairs, Christopher Hill[image: External link], described the New Zealand anti-nuclear issue as "a bit of a relic", and signalled that the US wanted a closer defence relationship with New Zealand. He also praised New Zealand's involvement in Afghanistan and reconstruction in Iraq. "Rather than trying to change each other's minds on the nuclear issue, which is a bit of a relic, I think we should focus on things we can make work" he told an Australian newspaper.[30]

While there have been signs of the nuclear dispute between the US and NZ thawing out, pressure from the United States increased in 2006 with US trade officials linking the repeal of the ban of American nuclear ships from New Zealand's ports to a potential free trade agreement between the two countries.[19]

On 4 February 2008, US Trade Representative Susan Schwab[image: External link] announced that the United States will join negotiations with four Asia– Pacific[image: External link] countries: Brunei[image: External link], Chile, New Zealand and Singapore to be known as the "P-4". These nations already have a FTA called the Trans-Pacific Strategic Economic Partnership[image: External link] and the United States will be looking to become involved in the "vitally important emerging Asia-Pacific region" A number of US organisations support the negotiations including, but not limited to: the United States Chamber of Commerce[image: External link], National Association of Manufacturers[image: External link], National Foreign Trade Council[image: External link], Emergency Committee for American Trade and Coalition of Service Industries.[31][32]

In 2010, the United States and New Zealand signed the Wellington Declaration[image: External link] in Wellington[image: External link], New Zealand, during a three-day visit by US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton[image: External link]. The signing of the declaration ended the ANZUS dispute of the past 25 years, and it was later revealed the US and New Zealand had resumed military co-operation in eight areas in 2007.[33]

On 16 November 2011 US President Obama and Australian Prime Minister Julia Gillard met in Canberra, Australia to announce plans for a sustained new American presence on Australian soil. 2,500 American troops are to be deployed to Darwin, Australia.

On 20 September 2012 US Defense Secretary Leon Panetta[image: External link] announced that the United States was lifting the 26-year-old ban on visits by New Zealand warships to US defence and coast guard bases around the world; US Marines had trained in New Zealand and New Zealand's navy took part in the RIMPAC maritime exercises alongside the US earlier that year.[34]

The Royal New Zealand Navy[image: External link] (RNZN) invited the United States Navy to send a vessel to participate in the RNZN's 75th Birthday Celebrations in Auckland over the weekend of the 19-21 November 2016. The guided-missile destroyer USS  Sampson[image: External link] became the first US warship to visit New Zealand in 33 years. New Zealand Prime Minister John Key[image: External link] granted approval for the ship's visit under the New Zealand Nuclear Free Zone, Disarmament, and Arms Control Act 1987, which requires that the Prime Minister has to be satisfied that any visiting ship is not nuclear armed or powered.[35] Following the 7.5–7.8 magnitude Kaikoura earthquake[image: External link] the Sampson and other navy ships from Australia, Canada, Japan and Singapore instead proceeded directly to Kaikoura[image: External link] to provide humanitarian assistance.[36]
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World Trade Organization






"WTO" redirects here. For other uses, see WTO (disambiguation)[image: External link].

The World Trade Organization (WTO) is an intergovernmental organization[image: External link] that regulates international trade[image: External link]. The WTO officially commenced on 1 January 1995 under the Marrakesh Agreement[image: External link], signed by 123 nations on 15 April 1994, replacing the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade[image: External link] (GATT), which commenced in 1948. It is the largest international economic organisation in the world.[5][6] The WTO deals with regulation of trade between participating countries by providing a framework for negotiating trade agreements[image: External link] and a dispute resolution[image: External link] process aimed at enforcing participants' adherence to WTO agreements, which are signed by representatives of member governments[7]:fol.9–10 and ratified by their parliaments.[8] Most of the issues that the WTO focuses on derive from previous trade negotiations, especially from the Uruguay Round[image: External link] (1986–1994).

The WTO is attempting to complete negotiations on the Doha Development Round[image: External link], which was launched in 2001 with an explicit focus on developing countries. As of June 2012, the future of the Doha Round remained uncertain: the work programme lists 21 subjects in which the original deadline of 1 January 2005 was missed, and the round is still incomplete.[9] The conflict between free trade on industrial goods and services but retention of protectionism[image: External link] on farm subsidies[image: External link] to domestic agricultural sector[image: External link] (requested by developed countries[image: External link]) and the substantiation[image: External link] of fair trade[image: External link] on agricultural products (requested by developing countries[image: External link]) remain the major obstacles. This impasse has made it impossible to launch new WTO negotiations beyond the Doha Development Round. As a result, there have been an increasing number of bilateral free trade agreements[image: External link] between governments.[10] As of July 2012, there were various negotiation groups in the WTO system for the current agricultural trade negotiation which is in the condition of stalemate.[11]

The WTO's current Director-General is Roberto Azevêdo[image: External link],[12][13] who leads a staff of over 600 people in Geneva[image: External link], Switzerland[image: External link].[14] A trade facilitation agreement, part of the Bali Package[image: External link] of decisions, was agreed by all members on 7 December 2013, the first comprehensive agreement in the organization's history.[15][16]
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Main article: History of the World Trade Organization[image: External link]


The WTO's predecessor, the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT), was established after World War II in the wake of other new multilateral institutions dedicated to international economic cooperation – such as the World Bank[image: External link] and the International Monetary Fund[image: External link]. A comparable international institution for trade, named the International Trade Organization[image: External link] never started as the treaty was not approved by the U.S. and other signatories,[18][19][20] and so GATT slowly became a de facto international organization.[21]


[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 GATT negotiations before Uruguay




See also: General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade[image: External link]


Seven rounds of negotiations occurred under GATT. The first real GATT trade rounds concentrated on further reducing tariffs[image: External link]. Then, the Kennedy Round[image: External link] in the mid-sixties brought about a GATT anti-dumping[image: External link] Agreement and a section on development. The Tokyo Round during the seventies was the first major attempt to tackle trade barriers that do not take the form of tariffs, and to improve the system, adopting a series of agreements on non-tariff barriers[image: External link], which in some cases interpreted existing GATT rules, and in others broke entirely new ground. Because these plurilateral agreements[image: External link] were not accepted by the full GATT membership, they were often informally called "codes". Several of these codes were amended in the Uruguay Round, and turned into multilateral commitments accepted by all WTO members. Only four remained plurilateral (those on government procurement, bovine meat, civil aircraft and dairy products), but in 1997 WTO members agreed to terminate the bovine meat and dairy agreements, leaving only two.[22] Despite attempts in the mid-1950s and 1960s to create some form of institutional mechanism for international trade, the GATT continued to operate for almost half a century as a semi-institutionalized multilateral treaty regime on a provisional basis.[23]
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Main article: Uruguay Round[image: External link]


Well before GATT's 40th anniversary, its members concluded that the GATT system was straining to adapt to a new globalizing[image: External link] world economy.[26][27] In response to the problems identified in the 1982 Ministerial Declaration (structural deficiencies, spill-over impacts of certain countries' policies on world trade GATT could not manage etc.), the eighth GATT round – known as the Uruguay Round – was launched in September 1986, in Punta del Este[image: External link], Uruguay.[26]

It was the biggest negotiating mandate on trade ever agreed: the talks were going to extend the trading system into several new areas, notably trade in services and intellectual property, and to reform trade in the sensitive sectors of agriculture and textiles; all the original GATT articles were up for review.[27] The Final Act concluding the Uruguay Round and officially establishing the WTO regime was signed 15 April 1994, during the ministerial meeting at Marrakesh[image: External link], Morocco, and hence is known as the Marrakesh Agreement[image: External link].[28]

The GATT still exists as the WTO's umbrella treaty for trade in goods, updated as a result of the Uruguay Round negotiations (a distinction is made between GATT 1994, the updated parts of GATT, and GATT 1947, the original agreement which is still the heart of GATT 1994).[26] GATT 1994 is not however the only legally binding agreement included via the Final Act at Marrakesh; a long list of about 60 agreements, annexes, decisions and understandings was adopted. The agreements fall are in six main parts, the Agreement Establishing the WTO, the Multilateral Agreements on Trade in Goods,[29] the General Agreement on Trade in Services[image: External link], the Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights[image: External link], Dispute settlement[30] and reviews of governments' trade policies[31]

In terms of the WTO's principle relating to tariff "ceiling-binding" (No. 3)[image: External link], the Uruguay Round has been successful in increasing binding commitments by both developed and developing countries, as may be seen in the percentages of tariffs bound before and after the 1986–1994 talks.[32]
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 Ministerial conferences




The highest decision-making body of the WTO is the Ministerial Conference[image: External link], which usually meets every two years.[33] It brings together all members of the WTO, all of which are countries or customs unions. The Ministerial Conference can take decisions on all matters under any of the multilateral trade agreements. Some of these such as the inaugural ministerial conference[image: External link] in Singapore and the Cancun conference[image: External link] in 2003[34] involved arguments between developed and developing economies referred to as the "Singapore issues[image: External link]" such as agricultural subsidies[image: External link] while others such as the Seattle conference[image: External link] in 1999 created large demonstrations. The fourth ministerial conference[image: External link] in Doha[image: External link] in 2001 approved China's entry to the WTO and launched the Doha Development Round[image: External link] which was supplemented by the sixth WTO ministerial conference[image: External link] (in Hong Kong. when agricultural export subsidies were agreed to be phased out and adoption of the European Union[image: External link]'s Everything but Arms[image: External link] initiative to phase out tariffs for goods from the Least Developed Countries.
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 Doha Round (Doha Agenda)




Main article: Doha Development Round[image: External link]


The WTO launched the current round of negotiations, the Doha Development Round, at the fourth ministerial conference in Doha[image: External link], Qatar[image: External link] in November 2001. This was to be an ambitious effort to make globalization more inclusive and help the world's poor, particularly by slashing barriers and subsidies in farming.[35] The initial agenda comprised both further trade liberalization[image: External link] and new rule-making, underpinned by commitments to strengthen substantial assistance to developing countries.[36]

Progress stalled after over differences between developed nations[image: External link] and the major developing countries[image: External link] on issues such as industrial tariffs and non tariff barriers to trade[37] particularly against and between the EU and the US over their maintenance of agricultural subsidies[image: External link]—seen to operate effectively as trade barriers. Repeated attempts to revive the talks were without success[38] although adoption of the Bali Ministerial Declaration[image: External link] in 2013[39] addressed bureaucratic barriers to commerce[40] although the future of the Doha Round remains uncertain.
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 Functions




Among the various functions of the WTO, these are regarded by analysts as the most important:


	It oversees the implementation, administration and operation of the covered agreements.[41][42]


	It provides a forum for negotiations and for settling disputes.[43][44]




Additionally, it is WTO's duty to review and propagate the national trade policies, and to ensure the coherence and transparency of trade policies through surveillance in global economic policy-making.[42][44] Another priority of the WTO is the assistance of developing[image: External link], least-developed and low-income countries in transition to adjust to WTO rules and disciplines through technical cooperation and training.[45]


	The WTO shall facilitate the implementation, administration and operation and further the objectives of this Agreement and of the Multilateral Trade Agreements, and shall also provide the frame work for the implementation, administration and operation of the multilateral Trade Agreements.

	The WTO shall provide the forum for negotiations among its members concerning their multilateral trade relations in matters dealt with under the Agreement in the Annexes to this Agreement.

	The WTO shall administer the Understanding on Rules and Procedures Governing the Settlement of Disputes.

	The WTO shall administer Trade Policy Review Mechanism.

	With a view to achieving greater coherence in global economic policy making, the WTO shall cooperate, as appropriate, with the international Monetary Fund (IMF) and with the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD) and its affiliated agencies.[46]




The above five listings are the additional functions of the World Trade Organization. As globalization proceeds in today's society, the necessity of an International Organization[image: External link] to manage the trading systems has been of vital importance. As the trade volume increases, issues such as protectionism, trade barriers, subsidies, violation of intellectual property arise due to the differences in the trading rules of every nation. The World Trade Organization serves as the mediator between the nations when such problems arise. WTO could be referred to as the product of globalization and also as one of the most important organizations in today's globalized society.

The WTO is also a centre of economic research and analysis: regular assessments of the global trade picture in its annual publications and research reports on specific topics are produced by the organization.[47] Finally, the WTO cooperates closely with the two other components of the Bretton Woods system, the IMF and the World Bank.[43]
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 Principles of the trading system




The WTO establishes a framework for trade policies; it does not define or specify outcomes. That is, it is concerned with setting the rules of the trade policy games.[48] Five principles are of particular importance in understanding both the pre-1994 GATT and the WTO:


	
Non-discrimination. It has two major components: the most favoured nation[image: External link] (MFN) rule, and the national treatment[image: External link] policy. Both are embedded in the main WTO rules on goods, services, and intellectual property, but their precise scope and nature differ across these areas. The MFN rule requires that a WTO member must apply the same conditions on all trade with other WTO members, i.e. a WTO member has to grant the most favourable conditions under which it allows trade in a certain product type to all other WTO members.[48] "Grant someone a special favour and you have to do the same for all other WTO members."[32] National treatment means that imported goods should be treated no less favourably than domestically produced goods (at least after the foreign goods have entered the market) and was introduced to tackle non-tariff barriers to trade[image: External link] (e.g. technical standards, security standards et al. discriminating against imported goods).[48]


	
Reciprocity. It reflects both a desire to limit the scope of free-riding[image: External link] that may arise because of the MFN rule, and a desire to obtain better access to foreign markets. A related point is that for a nation to negotiate, it is necessary that the gain from doing so be greater than the gain available from unilateral[image: External link] liberalization; reciprocal concessions intend to ensure that such gains will materialise.[49]


	
Binding and enforceable commitments. The tariff commitments made by WTO members in a multilateral trade negotiation and on accession are enumerated in a schedule (list) of concessions. These schedules establish "ceiling bindings": a country can change its bindings, but only after negotiating with its trading partners, which could mean compensating them for loss of trade. If satisfaction is not obtained, the complaining country may invoke the WTO dispute settlement procedures.[32][49]


	
Transparency. The WTO members are required to publish their trade regulations, to maintain institutions allowing for the review of administrative decisions affecting trade, to respond to requests for information by other members, and to notify changes in trade policies to the WTO. These internal transparency requirements are supplemented and facilitated by periodic country-specific reports (trade policy reviews) through the Trade Policy Review Mechanism (TPRM).[50] The WTO system tries also to improve predictability and stability, discouraging the use of quotas[image: External link] and other measures used to set limits on quantities of imports.[32]


	
Safety values. In specific circumstances, governments are able to restrict trade[image: External link]. The WTO's agreements permit members to take measures to protect not only the environment but also public health, animal health and plant health.[51]




There are three types of provision in this direction:


	articles allowing for the use of trade measures to attain non-economic objectives;

	articles aimed at ensuring "fair competition"; members must not use environmental protection measures as a means of disguising protectionist policies.[51][52]


	provisions permitting intervention in trade for economic reasons.[50]




Exceptions to the MFN principle also allow for preferential treatment of developing countries[image: External link], regional free trade areas[image: External link] and customs unions[image: External link].[7]:fol.93
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 Organizational structure




The General Council has the following subsidiary bodies which oversee committees in different areas:


	Council for Trade in Goods

	There are 11 committees under the jurisdiction of the Goods Council each with a specific task. All members of the WTO participate in the committees. The Textiles Monitoring Body is separate from the other committees but still under the jurisdiction of Goods Council. The body has its own chairman and only 10 members. The body also has several groups relating to textiles.[53]





	Council for Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights

	Information on intellectual property in the WTO, news and official records of the activities of the TRIPS Council, and details of the WTO's work with other international organizations in the field.[54]





	Council for Trade in Services

	The Council for Trade in Services operates under the guidance of the General Council and is responsible for overseeing the functioning of the General Agreement on Trade in Services[image: External link] (GATS). It is open to all WTO members, and can create subsidiary bodies as required.[55]





	Trade Negotiations Committee

	The Trade Negotiations Committee (TNC) is the committee that deals with the current trade talks round. The chair is WTO's director-general. As of June 2012 the committee was tasked with the Doha Development Round[image: External link].[56]




The Service Council has three subsidiary bodies: financial services, domestic regulations, GATS rules and specific commitments.[53] The council has several different committees, working groups, and working parties.[57] There are committees on the following: Trade and Environment; Trade and Development (Subcommittee on Least-Developed Countries[image: External link]); Regional Trade Agreements[image: External link]; Balance of Payments Restrictions; and Budget, Finance and Administration. There are working parties on the following: Accession. There are working groups on the following: Trade, debt and finance; and Trade and technology transfer.
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 Decision-making




The WTO describes itself as "a rules-based, member-driven organization—all decisions are made by the member governments, and the rules are the outcome of negotiations among members".[58] The WTO Agreement foresees votes where consensus cannot be reached, but the practice of consensus dominates the process of decision-making.[59]

Richard Harold Steinberg[image: External link] (2002) argues that although the WTO's consensus governance model provides law-based initial bargaining, trading rounds close through power-based bargaining favouring Europe and the U.S., and may not lead to Pareto improvement[image: External link].[60]
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 Dispute settlement




Main article: Dispute settlement in the WTO[image: External link]


The WTO's dispute-settlement system "is the result of the evolution of rules, procedures and practices developed over almost half a century under the GATT 1947".[61] In 1994, the WTO members agreed on the Understanding on Rules and Procedures Governing the Settlement of Disputes (DSU) annexed to the "Final Act" signed in Marrakesh in 1994.[62] Dispute settlement is regarded by the WTO as the central pillar of the multilateral trading system, and as a "unique contribution to the stability of the global economy".[63] WTO members have agreed that, if they believe fellow-members are violating trade rules, they will use the multilateral system of settling disputes instead of taking action unilaterally.[64]

The operation of the WTO dispute settlement process involves case-specific panels[65] appointed by the Dispute Settlement Body (DSB),[66] the Appellate Body,[67] The Director-General and the WTO Secretariat,[68] arbitrators,[69] and advisory experts.[70]

The priority is to settle disputes, preferably through a mutually agreed solution, and provision has been made for the process to be conducted in an efficient and timely manner so that "If a case is adjudicated, it should normally take no more than one year for a panel ruling and no more than 16 months if the case is appealed... If the complainant deems the case urgent, consideration of the case should take even less time.[71] WTO member nations are obliged to accept the process as exclusive and compulsory.[72]
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 Accession and membership




Main article: World Trade Organization accession and membership[image: External link]


The process of becoming a WTO member is unique to each applicant country, and the terms of accession are dependent upon the country's stage of economic development and current trade regime.[73] The process takes about five years, on average, but it can last longer if the country is less than fully committed to the process or if political issues interfere. The shortest accession negotiation was that of the Kyrgyz Republic[image: External link], while the longest was that of Russia, which, having first applied to join GATT in 1993, was approved for membership in December 2011 and became a WTO member on 22 August 2012.[74] Kazakhstan also had a long accession negotiation process. The Working Party on the Accession of Kazakhstan was established in 1996 and was approved for membership in 2015.[75] The second longest was that of Vanuatu, whose Working Party on the Accession of Vanuatu was established on 11 July 1995. After a final meeting of the Working Party in October 2001, Vanuatu requested more time to consider its accession terms. In 2008, it indicated its interest to resume and conclude its WTO accession. The Working Party on the Accession of Vanuatu was reconvened informally on 4 April 2011 to discuss Vanuatu's future WTO membership. The re-convened Working Party completed its mandate on 2 May 2011. The General Council formally approved the Accession Package of Vanuatu on 26 October 2011. On 24 August 2012, the WTO welcomed Vanuatu as its 157th member.[76] An offer of accession is only given once consensus is reached among interested parties.[77]

A 2017 study argues that "political ties rather than issue-area functional gains determine who joins" and shows "how geopolitical alignment shapes the demand and supply sides of membership".[78] The "findings challenge the view that states first liberalize trade to join the GATT/WTO. Instead, democracy and foreign policy similarity encourage states to join."[78]
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 Accession process




A country wishing to accede to the WTO submits an application to the General Council, and has to describe all aspects of its trade and economic policies that have a bearing on WTO agreements.[80] The application is submitted to the WTO in a memorandum[image: External link] which is examined by a working party open to all interested WTO Members.[81]

After all necessary background information has been acquired, the working party focuses on issues of discrepancy between the WTO rules and the applicant's international and domestic trade policies and laws. The working party determines the terms and conditions of entry into the WTO for the applicant nation, and may consider transitional periods to allow countries some leeway in complying with the WTO rules.[73]

The final phase of accession involves bilateral negotiations between the applicant nation and other working party members regarding the concessions and commitments on tariff levels and market access for goods and services. The new member's commitments are to apply equally to all WTO members under normal non-discrimination rules, even though they are negotiated bilaterally.[80]

When the bilateral talks conclude, the working party sends to the general council or ministerial conference an accession package, which includes a summary of all the working party meetings, the Protocol of Accession (a draft membership treaty), and lists ("schedules") of the member-to-be's commitments. Once the general council or ministerial conference approves of the terms of accession, the applicant's parliament must ratify the Protocol of Accession before it can become a member.[82] Some countries may have faced tougher and a much longer accession process due to challenges during negotiations with other WTO members, such as Vietnam, whose negotiations took more than 11 years before it became official member in January 2007.[83]
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 Members and observers




The WTO has 164 members and 22 observer governments.[84] Liberia became the 163rd member on 14 July 2016, and Afghanistan became the 164th member on 29 July 2016.[85][86] In addition to states, the European Union, and each EU Country in its own right,[87] is a member. WTO members do not have to be fully independent states; they need only be a customs territory with full autonomy in the conduct of their external commercial relations. Thus Hong Kong has been a member since 1995 (as "Hong Kong, China" since 1997) predating the People's Republic of China, which joined in 2001 after 15 years of negotiations. The Republic of China[image: External link] (Taiwan) acceded to the WTO in 2002 as "Separate Customs Territory of Taiwan[image: External link], Penghu[image: External link], Kinmen[image: External link] and Matsu[image: External link]" (Chinese Taipei) despite its disputed status[image: External link].[88] The WTO Secretariat omits the official titles (such as Counsellor, First Secretary, Second Secretary and Third Secretary) of the members of Chinese Taipei's Permanent Mission to the WTO, except for the titles of the Permanent Representative and the Deputy Permanent Representative.[89]

As of 2007, WTO member states represented 96.4% of global trade and 96.7% of global GDP.[90] Iran[image: External link], followed by Algeria[image: External link], are the economies with the largest GDP and trade outside the WTO, using 2005 data.[91][92] With the exception of the Holy See[image: External link], observers must start accession negotiations within five years of becoming observers. A number of international intergovernmental organizations have also been granted observer status to WTO bodies.[93] 12 UN member states[image: External link] have no official affiliation with the WTO.
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 Agreements




Further information: Uruguay Round[image: External link]


The WTO oversees about 60 different agreements which have the status of international legal texts. Member countries must sign and ratify all WTO agreements on accession.[94] A discussion of some of the most important agreements follows. The Agreement on Agriculture[image: External link] came into effect with the establishment of the WTO at the beginning of 1995. The AoA has three central concepts, or "pillars": domestic support, market access[image: External link] and export subsidies[image: External link]. The General Agreement on Trade in Services[image: External link] was created to extend the multilateral trading system to service sector[image: External link], in the same way as the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) provided such a system for merchandise trade. The agreement entered into force in January 1995. The Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights[image: External link] sets down minimum standards for many forms of intellectual property (IP) regulation. It was negotiated at the end of the Uruguay Round of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) in 1994.[95]

The Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures[image: External link]—also known as the SPS Agreement—was negotiated during the Uruguay Round[image: External link] of GATT, and entered into force with the establishment of the WTO at the beginning of 1995. Under the SPS agreement, the WTO sets constraints on members' policies relating to food safety (bacterial contaminants, pesticides, inspection and labelling) as well as animal and plant health (imported pests and diseases). The Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade[image: External link] is an international treaty[image: External link] of the World Trade Organization. It was negotiated during the Uruguay Round[image: External link] of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade[image: External link], and entered into force with the establishment of the WTO at the end of 1994. The object ensures that technical negotiations and standards, as well as testing and certification procedures, do not create unnecessary obstacles to trade".[96] The Agreement on Customs Valuation[image: External link], formally known as the Agreement on Implementation of Article VII of GATT, prescribes methods of customs valuation that Members are to follow. Chiefly, it adopts the "transaction value" approach.

In December 2013, the biggest agreement within the WTO was signed and known as the Bali Package[image: External link].[97]
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 Office of director-general




The procedures for the appointment of the WTO director-general were published in January 2003.[98] Additionally, there are four deputy directors-general. As of 1 October 2013, under director-general Roberto Azevêdo, the four deputy directors-general are Yi Xiaozhun of China, Karl-Ernst Brauner of Germany, Yonov Frederick Agah of Nigeria and David Shark of the United States.[99]
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 List of directors-general




Source: Official website[100]


	
Roberto Azevêdo[image: External link], 2013–

	
Pascal Lamy[image: External link], 2005–13
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Mike Moore[image: External link], 1999–2002

	
Renato Ruggiero[image: External link], 1995–99

	
Peter Sutherland[image: External link], 1995



(Heads of the precursor organization, GATT[image: External link]):


	
Peter Sutherland[image: External link], 1993–95

	
Arthur Dunkel[image: External link], 1980–93

	
Olivier Long[image: External link], 1968–80

	
Eric Wyndham White[image: External link], 1948–68
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 Criticism of the organization




Main article: Criticism of the World Trade Organization[image: External link]
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 See also






	
Agreement on Trade Related Investment Measures[image: External link] (TRIMS)

	
Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights[image: External link] (TRIPS)

	
Aide-mémoire[image: External link] non-paper

	Anti-globalization movement[image: External link]

	Foreign Affiliate Trade Statistics[image: External link]

	Global administrative law[image: External link]

	Globality[image: External link]

	Information Technology Agreement[image: External link]

	International Trade Centre[image: External link]

	Labour Standards in the World Trade Organisation[image: External link]

	List of member states of the World Trade Organization[image: External link]

	Non-tariff barriers to trade[image: External link]

	
North American Free Trade Agreement[image: External link] (NAFTA)

	Subsidy[image: External link]

	Swiss Formula[image: External link]

	Trade bloc[image: External link]

	Washington Consensus[image: External link]

	World Trade Report[image: External link]

	World Trade Organization Ministerial Conference of 1999 protest activity[image: External link]

	China and the World Trade Organization[image: External link]

	Geographical indication[image: External link]

	Geographical Indications of Goods (Registration and Protection) Act, 1999[image: External link]

	List of Geographical Indications in India[image: External link]
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Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation






"APEC" redirects here. For the recent APEC meeting, see APEC Peru 2016. For the upcoming APEC meeting, see APEC Vietnam 2017. For other uses, see APEC (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) is a forum for 21 Pacific Rim member economies[2] that promotes free trade throughout the Asia-Pacific[image: External link] region. It was established in 1989 in response to the growing interdependence of Asia-Pacific economies and the advent of regional trade blocs[image: External link] in other parts of the world; to defuse fears that highly industrialised[image: External link] Japan (a member of G8[image: External link]) would come to dominate economic activity in the Asia-Pacific region; and to establish new markets for agricultural products and raw materials beyond Europe.[3]

An annual APEC Economic Leaders' Meeting is attended by the heads of government[image: External link] of all APEC members except Taiwan[image: External link] (which is represented by a ministerial-level official[image: External link] under the name Chinese Taipei as economic leader[4]). The location of the meeting rotates annually among the member economies, and a famous tradition, followed for most (but not all) summits, involves the attending leaders dressing in a national costume[image: External link] of the host country. APEC has three official observers: the Association of Southeast Asian Nations[image: External link] Secretariat, the Pacific Economic Cooperation Council[image: External link] and the Pacific Islands Forum[image: External link] Secretariat.[5] APEC's Host Economy of the Year is considered to be invited in the first place for geographical representation to attend G20[image: External link] meetings following G20 guidelines.[6][7][8][9]
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 History




In January 1989, Australian Prime Minister[image: External link] Bob Hawke called for more effective economic cooperation across the Pacific Rim region. This led to the first meeting of APEC in the Australian capital of Canberra[image: External link] in November, chaired by Australian Foreign Affairs Minister[image: External link] Gareth Evans[image: External link]. Attended by ministers from twelve countries, the meeting concluded with commitments for future annual meetings in Singapore and Korea[image: External link].

Countries of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations[image: External link] (ASEAN) opposed the initial proposal, instead proposing the East Asia Economic Caucus[image: External link] which would exclude non-Asian countries such as the United States, Canada, Australia, and New Zealand. This plan was opposed because of the member countries in the America Region, and strongly criticized by Japan[image: External link] and the United States.

The first APEC Economic Leaders' Meeting occurred in 1993 when U.S. President[image: External link] Bill Clinton[image: External link], after discussions with Australian Prime Minister Paul Keating[image: External link], invited the heads of government[image: External link] from member economies to a summit on Blake Island[image: External link]. He believed it would help bring the stalled Uruguay Round[image: External link] of trade talks back on track. At the meeting, some leaders called for continued reduction of barriers to trade and investment, envisioning a community in the Asia-Pacific region that might promote prosperity through cooperation. The APEC Secretariat, based in Singapore, was established to coordinate the activities of the organization.

During the meeting in 1994 in Bogor[image: External link], Indonesia[image: External link], APEC leaders adopted the Bogor Goals that aim for free and open trade and investment in the Asia-Pacific by 2010 for industrialized economies and by 2020 for developing economies. In 1995, APEC established a business advisory body named the APEC Business Advisory Council (ABAC), composed of three business executives from each member economy.

In April 2001, the APEC, in collaboration with five other international organisations (Eurostat, IEA, OLADE, OPEC and the UNSD) launched the Joint Oil Data Exercise, which in 2005 became the Joint Organisations Data Initiative[image: External link] (JODI).
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 Member economies




APEC currently has 21 members, including most countries with a coastline on the Pacific Ocean[image: External link]. However, the criterion for membership is that the member is a separate economy, rather than a state. As a result, APEC uses the term member economies rather than member countries to refer to its members. One result of this criterion is that membership of the forum includes Taiwan[image: External link] (officially the Republic of China, participating under the name "Chinese Taipei") alongside People's Republic of China[image: External link] (see Cross-Strait relations[image: External link]), as well as Hong Kong, which entered APEC as a British colony but it is now a Special Administrative Region of the People's Republic of China[image: External link]. APEC also includes three official observers: ASEAN[image: External link], the Pacific Islands Forum[image: External link] and the Pacific Economic Cooperation Council[image: External link].[2]



	Member economie(s)
	Name as used in APEC
	Date of accession
	GDP(PPP) (Millions of Int$) 2014



	 Australia
	Australia
	November 1989
	1,099,771



	  Brunei[image: External link]
	Brunei Darussalam
	November 1989
	32,958



	 Canada
	Canada
	November 1989
	1,595,975



	  Indonesia[image: External link]
	Indonesia
	November 1989
	2,685,893



	  Japan[image: External link]
	Japan
	November 1989
	4,767,157



	 South Korea[image: External link]
	Republic of Korea
	November 1989
	1,783,950



	  Malaysia[image: External link]
	Malaysia
	November 1989
	769,448



	 New Zealand
	New Zealand
	November 1989
	160,801



	 Philippines
	The Philippines
	November 1989
	857,457



	 Singapore
	Singapore
	November 1989
	454,346



	 Thailand
	Thailand
	November 1989
	1,069,569



	 United States
	The United States
	November 1989
	17,348,075



	 Republic of China[image: External link]
	Chinese Taipei[10]
	November 1991
	1,078,792



	 Hong Kong
	Hong Kong, China[11]
	November 1991
	400,362



	 People's Republic of China[image: External link]
	People's Republic of China
	November 1991
	18,088,054



	  Mexico[image: External link]
	Mexico
	November 1993
	2,148,884



	 Papua New Guinea
	Papua New Guinea
	November 1993
	18,595



	 Chile
	Chile
	November 1994
	410,853



	 Peru
	Peru
	November 1998
	372,694



	 Russia
	Russia
	November 1998
	3,576,841



	 Vietnam
	Viet Nam
	November 1998
	512,582
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 Possible enlargement




India has requested membership in APEC, and received initial support from the United States, Japan,[12] Australia and Papua New Guinea.[13] Officials have decided not to allow India to join for various reasons, considering that India does not border the Pacific Ocean, which all current members do.[14] However, India was invited to be an observer for the first time in November 2011.[15]

Bangladesh,[16] Pakistan,[16] Sri Lanka[image: External link],[16] Macau[image: External link],[16] Mongolia[image: External link],[16] Laos[image: External link],[16] Cambodia[image: External link],[17] Costa Rica[image: External link],[18] Colombia[image: External link],[18][19] Panama[image: External link],[18] and Ecuador[image: External link],[20] are among a dozen other economies that have applied for membership in APEC. Colombia applied for APEC's membership as early as in 1995, but its bid was halted as the organisation stopped accepting new members from 1993 to 1996,[21] and the moratorium was further prolonged to 2007 due to the 1997 Asian Financial Crisis[image: External link]. Guam[image: External link] has also been actively seeking a separate membership, citing the example of Hong Kong, but the request is opposed by the United States, which currently represents Guam.
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 Business facilitation




APEC has long been at the forefront of reform efforts in the area of business facilitation. Between 2002 and 2006 the costs of business transactions across the region was reduced by 6%, thanks to the APEC Trade Facilitation Action Plan (TFAPI). Between 2007 and 2010, APEC hopes to achieve an additional 5% reduction in business transaction costs. To this end, a new Trade Facilitation Action Plan[image: External link] has been endorsed. According to a 2008 research brief published by the World Bank[image: External link] as part of its Trade Costs and Facilitation Project[image: External link], increasing transparency in the region's trading system is critical if APEC is to meet its Bogor Goal targets.[22] The APEC Business Travel Card, a travel document[image: External link] for visa-free business travel within the region is one of the concrete measures to facilitate business. In May 2010 Russia joined the scheme, thus completing the circle.[23]
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 Proposed FTAAP




APEC first formally started discussing the concept of a Free Trade Area of the Asia-Pacific (FTAAP) at its summit in 2006 in Hanoi. However, the proposal for such an area has been around since at least 1966 and Japanese economist Kiyoshi Kojima ( ja[image: External link])'s proposal for a Pacific Free Trade agreement proposal. While it gained little traction, the idea led to the formation of Pacific Trade and Development Conference[image: External link] and then the Pacific Economic Cooperation Council[image: External link] in 1980 and then APEC in 1989.

In the wake of the 2006 summit, economist C. Fred Bergsten advocated a Free Trade Agreement of Asia-Pacific, including the United States amongst the proposed parties to any agreement at that time.[24] His ideas convinced the APEC Business Advisory Council to support this concept. Relatedly, ASEAN[image: External link] and existing free trade agreement[image: External link] (FTA) partners are negotiating as Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership[image: External link] (RCEP), not officially including Russia.[25] The Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) without China or Russia involved has become the US-promoted trade negotiation in the region. At the APEC summit in Beijing in 2014, the three plans were all in discussion.[26] President Obama hosted a TPP meeting at the US Embassy in Beijing in advance of the APEC gathering.[27]

The proposal for a FTAAP arose due to the lack of progress in the Doha round[image: External link] of World Trade Organization negotiations, and as a way to overcome the "noodle bowl" effect created by overlapping and conflicting elements of the copious free trade agreements — there were approximately 60 free trade agreements in 2007, with an additional 117 in the process of negotiation in Southeast Asia[image: External link] and the Asia-Pacific[image: External link] region.[28] In 2012, ASEAN+6 countries alone had 339 free trade agreements - many of which were bilateral.[29]

The FTAAP is more ambitious in scope than the Doha round, which limits itself to reducing trade restrictions. The FTAAP would create a free trade zone that would considerably expand commerce and economic growth in the region.[28][30] The economic expansion and growth in trade could exceed the expectations of other regional free trade areas such as the ASEAN Plus Three[image: External link] ( ASEAN[image: External link] + China[image: External link], South Korea[image: External link] and Japan[image: External link]).[31] Some criticisms include that the diversion of trade within APEC members would create trade imbalances, market conflicts and complications with nations of other regions.[30] The development of the FTAAP is expected to take many years, involving essential studies, evaluations and negotiations between member economies.[28] It is also affected by the absence of political will and popular agitations and lobbying against free trade in domestic politics.[28][32]

At the 2014 APEC summit in Beijing, APEC leaders agreed to launch "a collective strategic study" on the FTAAP and instruct officials to undertake the study, consult stakeholders and report the result by the end of 2016.[33] APEC Executive Director Alan Bollard revealed in the Elite Talk show that FTAAP will be APEC's big goal out into the future.[34]

The Trans-Pacific Partnership includes 12 of the 21 APEC members and has provisions for the accession of other APEC members, five of which have expressed interest in membership.
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 APEC Study Centre Consortium




In 1993, APEC Leaders decided to establish a network of APEC Study Centres among universities and research institutions in member economies.[35]

Notable centers include:


	Australian APEC Study Centre, Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology[image: External link], Australia[36]


	
Berkeley APEC Study Center[image: External link], University of California, Berkeley[image: External link], United States[37]


	Chinese Taipei APEC Study Centre, Taiwan Institute of Economic Research[image: External link], Taiwan[image: External link][38]


	HKU APEC Study Centre, University of Hong Kong[image: External link], Hong Kong[39]


	Kobe APEC Study Centre, Kobe University[image: External link], Japan[image: External link][40]


	Nankai APEC Study Centre, Nankai University[image: External link], China[image: External link][41]


	Philippines APEC Study Center Network, Philippine Institute for Development Studies[image: External link], Philippines


	The Canadian APEC Study Centre, The Asia Pacific Foundation of Canada[image: External link], Vancouver, British Columbia[image: External link], Canada[42]


	Indonesian APEC Study Centre, APEC Study Centre University of Indonesia, Indonesia[image: External link].[43]


	India APEC Study Centre, Mumbai University[image: External link], India.
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 APEC Business Advisory Council




The APEC Business Advisory Council (ABAC) was created by the APEC Economic Leaders in November 1995 with the aim of providing advice to the APEC Economic Leaders on ways to achieve the Bogor Goals and other specific business sector priorities, and to provide the business perspective on specific areas of cooperation.[44][45]

Each economy nominates up to three members from the private sector to ABAC. These business leaders represent a wide range of industry[image: External link] sectors. ABAC provides an annual report to APEC Economic Leaders containing recommendations to improve the business and investment environment in the Asia-Pacific[image: External link] region, and outlining business views about priority regional issues. ABAC is also the only non-governmental organization that is on the official agenda of the APEC Economic Leader's Meeting.[46]
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 Annual APEC economic leaders' meetings




Since its formation in 1989, APEC has held annual meetings with representatives from all member economies. The first four annual meetings were attended by ministerial-level officials. Beginning in 1993, the annual meetings are named APEC Economic Leaders' Meetings and are attended by the heads of government[image: External link] from all member economies except Taiwan[image: External link], which is represented by a ministerial-level official. The annual Leaders' Meetings are not called summits.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Meeting developments




In 1997, the APEC meeting was held in Vancouver[image: External link]. Controversy arose after officers of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police[image: External link] used pepper spray[image: External link] against protesters. The protesters objected to the presence of autocratic[image: External link] leaders such as Indonesian president[image: External link] Suharto[image: External link].[47][48][49][50][51][52]

At the 2001 Leaders' Meeting in Shanghai[image: External link], APEC leaders pushed for a new round of trade negotiations and support for a program of trade capacity-building assistance, leading to the launch of the Doha Development Agenda a few weeks later. The meeting also endorsed the Shanghai Accord proposed by the United States, emphasising the implementation of open markets, structural reform, and capacity building[image: External link]. As part of the accord, the meeting committed to develop and implement APEC transparency standards, reduce trade transaction costs[image: External link] in the Asia-Pacific region by 5 percent over 5 years, and pursue trade liberalisation policies relating to information technology goods and services.

In 2003, Jemaah Islamiah[image: External link] leader Riduan Isamuddin[image: External link] had planned to attack the APEC Leaders Meeting to be held in Bangkok[image: External link] in October. He was captured in the city of Ayutthaya[image: External link], Thailand by Thai police on August 11, 2003, before he could finish planning the attack.[citation needed[image: External link]] Chile became the first South American[image: External link] nation to host the Leaders' Meeting in 2004. The agent of that year was focused on terrorism[image: External link] and commerce, small and medium enterprise[image: External link] development, and contemplation of free agreements and regional trade agreements.

The 2005 Leaders' Meeting was held in Busan[image: External link], South Korea[image: External link]. The meeting focused on the Doha round[image: External link] of World Trade Organization (WTO) negotiations, leading up to the WTO Ministerial Conference of 2005[image: External link] held in Hong Kong in December. Weeks earlier, trade negotiations in Paris[image: External link] were held between several WTO members, including the United States and the European Union[image: External link], centred on reducing agricultural trade barriers[image: External link]. APEC leaders at the summit urged the European Union to agree to reducing farm subsidies[image: External link]. In a continuation of the climate information sharing initiative established by APEC Climate Network working group, it was decided by the leaders to install the APEC Climate Center in Busan[image: External link]. Peaceful protests against APEC were staged in Busan, but the meeting schedule was not affected.

At the Leaders' Meeting held on November 19, 2006 in Hanoi[image: External link], APEC leaders called for a new start to global free-trade negotiations while condemning terrorism and other threats to security. APEC also criticised North Korea[image: External link] for conducting a nuclear test[image: External link] and a missile test launch[image: External link] that year, urging the country to take "concrete and effective" steps toward nuclear disarmament[image: External link]. Concerns about nuclear proliferation[image: External link] in the region was discussed in addition to economic topics. The United States and Russia signed an agreement as part of Russia's bid to join the World Trade Organization.

The APEC Australia 2007 Leaders' Meeting was held in Sydney from 2–9 September 2007. The political leaders agreed to an "aspirational goal" of a 25% reduction of energy intensity correlative with economic development.[53] Extreme security measures including airborne sharpshooters and extensive steel-and-concrete barricades were deployed against anticipated protesters and potential terrorists. However, protest activities were peaceful and the security envelope was penetrated with ease by a spoof diplomatic motorcade[image: External link] manned by members of the Australian television program The Chaser[image: External link], one of whom was dressed to resemble the Al-Qaeda[image: External link] leader Osama bin Laden[image: External link].

The APEC USA 2011 Leaders' Meeting was held on Honolulu, Hawaii 8–13 November 2011.[54]
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 APEC leaders' family photo




At the end of the APEC Economic Leaders' Meeting, the leaders in attendance gather for what is officially known as the APEC Leaders' Family Photo. A long-standing tradition for this photo involved the attending leaders dressing in a costume that reflects the culture of the host member. The tradition dates back to the first such meeting in 1993 when then-U.S. President Bill Clinton[image: External link] outfitted the leaders in leather bombardier jackets[image: External link]. However, at the 2010 meeting, Japan opted to have the leaders dress in smart casual rather than the traditional kimono[image: External link].[55] Similarly, when Honolulu was selected in 2009 as the site for the 2011 APEC meeting, U.S. President Barack Obama[image: External link] joked that he looked forward to seeing the leaders dressed in "flowered shirts and grass skirts". However, after viewing previous photos, and concerned that having the leaders dress in aloha shirts[image: External link] might give the wrong impression during a period of economic austerity, Obama decided that it might be time to end the tradition. Leaders were given a specially designed aloha shirt as a gift but were not required to wear it for the photo.[56] However at the 2013 conference in Bali, Indonesia, leaders are toned with Batik outfit.
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 Meeting locations




The location of the meeting is rotated annually among the members.



	Year
	#
	Dates
	Country
	City
	Host Leader



	1989
	1st
	November 6–7
	 Australia
	Canberra[image: External link]
	Prime Minister Bob Hawke



	1990
	2nd
	July 29–31
	 Singapore
	Singapore
	Prime Minister Goh Chok Tong[image: External link]



	1991
	3rd
	November 12–14
	 South Korea[image: External link]
	Seoul[image: External link]
	President Roh Tae-woo[image: External link]



	1992
	4th
	September 10–11
	 Thailand
	Bangkok[image: External link]
	Prime Minister Chuan Leekpai[image: External link]



	1993
	5th
	November 19–20
	 United States
	Seattle[image: External link]
	President Bill Clinton[image: External link]



	1994
	6th
	November 15–16
	  Indonesia[image: External link]
	Bogor[image: External link]
	President Suharto[image: External link]



	1995
	7th
	November 18–19
	  Japan[image: External link]
	Osaka[image: External link]
	Prime Minister Tomiichi Murayama[image: External link]



	1996
	8th
	November 24–25
	 Philippines
	Subic[image: External link]
	President Fidel V. Ramos[image: External link]



	1997
	9th
	November 24–25
	 Canada
	Vancouver[image: External link]
	Prime Minister Jean Chretien[image: External link]



	1998
	10th
	November 17–18
	  Malaysia[image: External link]
	Kuala Lumpur[image: External link]
	Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad[image: External link]



	1999
	11th
	September 12–13
	 New Zealand
	Auckland[image: External link]
	Prime Minister Jenny Shipley[image: External link]



	2000
	12th
	November 15–16
	  Brunei[image: External link]
	Bandar Seri Begawan[image: External link]
	Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah[image: External link]



	2001
	13th
	October 20–21
	  China[image: External link]
	Shanghai[image: External link]
	President Jiang Zemin[image: External link]



	2002
	14th
	October 26–27
	  Mexico[image: External link]
	Los Cabos[image: External link]
	President Vicente Fox[image: External link]



	2003
	15th
	October 20–21
	 Thailand
	Bangkok[image: External link]
	Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra[image: External link]



	2004
	16th
	November 20–21
	 Chile
	Santiago[image: External link]
	President Ricardo Lagos[image: External link]



	2005
	17th
	November 18–19
	 South Korea[image: External link]
	Busan[image: External link]
	President Roh Moo-hyun[image: External link]



	2006
	18th
	November 18–19
	 Vietnam
	Hanoi[image: External link]
	President Nguyen Minh Triet[image: External link]



	2007
	19th
	September 8–9
	 Australia
	Sydney
	Prime Minister John Howard[image: External link]



	2008
	20th
	November 22–23
	 Peru
	Lima[image: External link]
	President Alan Garcia Perez[image: External link]



	2009
	21st
	November 14–15
	 Singapore
	Singapore
	Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong[image: External link]



	2010
	22nd
	November 13–14
	  Japan[image: External link]
	Yokohama[image: External link]
	Prime Minister Naoto Kan[image: External link]



	2011
	23rd
	November 12–13
	 United States
	Honolulu[image: External link]
	President Barack Obama[image: External link]



	2012
	24th
	September 9–10
	 Russia
	Vladivostok[image: External link]
	President Vladimir Putin[image: External link]



	2013
	25th
	October 5–7
	  Indonesia[image: External link]
	Bali[image: External link]
	President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono[image: External link]



	2014
	26th
	November 10–11
	  China[image: External link]
	Beijing[image: External link]
	President Xi Jinping[image: External link]



	2015
	27th
	November 18–19
	 Philippines
	Manila[image: External link]
	President Benigno S. Aquino III[image: External link]



	2016
	28th
	November 19–20
	 Peru
	Lima[image: External link]
	President Pedro Pablo Kuczynski[image: External link]



	2017
	29th
	November 11–12
	 Vietnam
	Đà Nẵng[image: External link]
	



	2018
	30th
	TBA[image: External link]
	 Papua New Guinea
	Port Moresby[image: External link]
	



	2019
	31st
	TBA[image: External link]
	 Chile
	TBA[image: External link]
	



	2020
	32nd
	TBA[image: External link]
	  Malaysia[image: External link]
	TBA[image: External link]
	



	2021
	33rd
	TBA[image: External link]
	 New Zealand
	TBA[image: External link]
	



	2022
	34th
	TBA[image: External link]
	 Thailand
	TBA[image: External link]
	



	2023
	35th
	TBA[image: External link]
	  Mexico[image: External link]
	TBA[image: External link]
	



	2024
	36th
	TBA[image: External link]
	  Brunei[image: External link]
	TBA[image: External link]
	



	2025
	37th
	TBA[image: External link]
	 Republic of Korea[image: External link]
	TBA[image: External link]
	



	2026
	38th
	TBA[image: External link]
	 Peru
	TBA[image: External link]
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 Criticism




APEC has been criticised for promoting free trade agreements that would impose restrictions on national and local laws, which regulate and ensure labor rights, environmental protection and safe and affordable access to medicine.[57] According to the organization, it is "the premier forum for facilitating economic growth, cooperation, trade and investment in the Asia-Pacific region" established to "further enhance economic growth and prosperity for the region and to strengthen the Asia-Pacific community".[58] However, whether it has accomplished anything constructive remains debatable, especially from the viewpoints of European countries that cannot take part in APEC[59] and Pacific Island nations that cannot participate but will suffer its consequences.
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 Current leaders of APEC economies
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 See also





	ASEAN Free Trade Area[image: External link]

	Asia-Europe Meeting[image: External link]

	Asia-Pacific Trade Agreements Database[image: External link]

	East Asia Economic Caucus[image: External link]

	East Asia Summit[image: External link]

	Pacific Alliance[image: External link]

	Pacific Economic Cooperation Council[image: External link]

	List of country groupings[image: External link]

	List of multilateral free-trade agreements[image: External link]




	Other organisations of coastal states




	Bay of Bengal Initiative[image: External link]

	Black Sea Economic Cooperation[image: External link]

	Indian Ocean Rim Association for Regional Cooperation[image: External link]

	Union for the Mediterranean[image: External link]
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