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In "The Complete Essays of John Galsworthy," the acclaimed author of the Forsyte Saga presents a compelling collection of reflective essays that traverse a range of themes including social justice, human nature, and the role of the artist in society. Galsworthy's literary style is characterized by its clarity and grace, employing a mix of wit and earnestness that invites readers to ponder the moral dilemmas of his time. Written during the early 20th century, these essays echo the burgeoning social consciousness and tumultuous changes of post-Victorian Britain, capturing the essence of a society grappling with modernization and class struggle. John Galsworthy (1867-1933), a prominent figure in the literary landscape of his era, was deeply influenced by his observations of societal inequities and personal experiences, including his interactions with various social classes. His dedication to social reform is evident in his works, which often reflect his advocacy for the disenfranchised. Galsworthy's literary contributions earned him the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1932, solidifying his legacy as a novelist and essayist committed to illuminating pressing societal issues. For readers seeking to engage with the philosophical inquiries and ethical concerns of early 20th-century thought, "The Complete Essays of John Galsworthy" offers profound insights that remain relevant today. This collection not only showcases Galsworthy'Äôs articulate prose but also invites reflection on contemporary social issues, making it an essential read for anyone invested in literature and social thought.
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In "Studies and Essays: Concerning Letters," John Galsworthy presents a compelling exploration of the art and significance of letter writing, revealing its role in shaping human relationships and understanding. Engaging in a blend of personal reflection and literary critique, Galsworthy employs a lyrical, contemplative prose style that mirrors the intimate nature of the letters he examines. This collection situates itself within the broader literary context of early 20th-century British literature, where epistolary forms were not only prevalent but also essential for societal communication and artistic expression. John Galsworthy, a Nobel Prize-winning author known for his keen social insights and distinctive narrative voice, draws upon his own experiences and observations of the epistolary form to craft this insightful work. Emerging from a time of profound social change, Galsworthy's reflections are informed by his background in law and his advocacy for social reform, lending an authenticity and urgency to his examination of letters as a vehicle for self-expression and social critique. This collection is highly recommended for readers interested in the intersection of literature and personal correspondence. Galsworthy'Äôs essays provide not only a profound appreciation of letter writing but also an invitation to reflect on our own modes of communication in a rapidly changing world.
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In "A Sheaf," John Galsworthy crafts a compelling collection of stories that reflect the complex tapestry of human emotions and societal norms at the turn of the 20th century. The literary style is marked by Galsworthy'Äôs trademark eloquence and keen psychological insight, illuminating characters caught in the throes of love, conflict, and existential doubt. Drawing from the influences of the time, including the emerging modernist movement, this work juxtaposes the struggles of individual desires against the rigid scaffolding of Edwardian society, resulting in a profound exploration of moral dilemmas and personal vicissitudes. John Galsworthy, a pivotal figure in English literature and the recipient of the Nobel Prize in Literature, was shaped by personal experiences of class division, social inequities, and the impact of war. His deep-seated concern for social justice and the human condition resonates throughout his oeuvre, including "A Sheaf." Galsworthy'Äôs own background'Äîa blend of privilege and aspiration'Äîimbued him with a perspective that is beautifully articulated in this collection, reflecting his dedication to shedding light on the complexities of daily life. Readers seeking an insightful and poignant exploration of the human experience will find "A Sheaf" an essential addition to their literary repertoire. Galsworthy'Äôs deft storytelling and profound observations invite readers to ponder the intricacies of personal relationships and societal constraints, making this collection not only a reflection of its time but also a timeless commentary on the human spirit.
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In "A Knight," John Galsworthy presents a poignant exploration of moral ambiguity and human aspiration against the backdrop of early 20th-century society. This novella is notable for its rich, descriptive prose and its deep psychological insight into the characters' minds, a hallmark of Galsworthy's literary style. Utilizing his characteristic blend of realism and idealism, Galsworthy examines the contradictions of the human condition, particularly the tension between societal expectations and personal desires. The narrative elegantly unfolds through the lens of its protagonist, who navigates the complexities of honor, sacrifice, and the quest for meaning in a rapidly changing world. John Galsworthy, a prominent figure in the Edwardian literary scene, was influenced by his own experiences in both the legal and literary arenas. His keen observations of social class and justice, derived from his upbringing and education, shaped his poetic yet critical perspective in "A Knight." Galsworthy's commitment to social reform and his engagement with the intricacies of the human experience uniquely inform this work, underscoring his advocacy for moral integrity and personal fulfillment. Recommended for readers who appreciate thoughtful literature that delves into ethical dilemmas and the human psyche, "A Knight" invites reflection on contemporary societal issues while offering timeless insights into the human spirit. Galsworthy'Äôs deft storytelling ensures that this novella resonates with those seeking both aesthetic pleasure and profound meaning.
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In "Another Sheaf," John Galsworthy presents a rich tapestry of lyrical poetry that delves into human emotions and the complexities of life. The collection, composed during the early 20th century, reflects Galsworthy's trademark style of clarity and depth, resonating with themes of love, loss, and the passage of time. Through vivid imagery and poignant language, the poems explore the inner landscapes of the human experience, mirroring the social changes of the era and Galsworthy's keen observations on society's evolving values. John Galsworthy, a Nobel Prize-winning author, is best known for his plays and novels that critique societal norms and advocate for social reforms. His literary journey was significantly influenced by his experiences in a rapidly changing England, where personal and societal tensions were at an all-time high. "Another Sheaf" can be seen as an introspection, drawing from his own reflections on love and mortality, while also serving as a commentary on the universal human condition that transcends his time. This collection is highly recommended for readers interested in early 20th-century poetry and those who appreciate a deep, introspective examination of human life. Galsworthy's eloquent verses invite readers to engage with their own emotions, making "Another Sheaf" a timeless addition to the literary canon.
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Phocidæ, Catalogue of Seals & Whales, p. 1.

Pinnipedia, Illiger, Prodr. p. 138, 1811.

Pinnipedes, Gill’s Prodomus, Proceedings Essex Institute, vol. v. 1866.



Family 1. PHOCIDÆ.
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Muffle hairy on the edge, and between the nostrils. Ears
without any conch, merely a small aperture. Arms and legs very
short; wrist very short. Toes subequal, arched, exserted. Hind
feet large, fan-shaped; the inner and outer toes large and long,
the three middle ones shorter. The palms and soles hairy. Claws
distinct, sharp. Skull:—postorbital process none or obsolete; no
alisphenoid canal; the mastoid process swollen, seeming to form
part of the auditory bulla. The scapula expanded upwards and
backwards towards the posterior superior angle. Testicles enclosed
in the body of the animal, without any external scrotum.


Phocidæ, Gray, Ann. & Mag. N. H. 1869, vol. iv. pp. 268, 342, 344;
Gill, Proc. Essex Instit. 1866, p. 5; Allen, Bull. Mus. Comp. Zool.
ii, 1870.



Sect. I. Cutting-teeth 6/4, curved, conical, and small. The palate produced
nearly to the hinder molars.

Tribe I. PHOCINA.


Skull tapering in front. Nose-hole moderate. Molars, except
the first, with two roots.


Phocina, Gray, Cat. Seals & Whales, p. 20.



Inhab. North Atlantic and Arctic Seas.

1. CALLOCEPHALUS.


Callocephalus, Gray, Cat. Seals & Whales, p. 20.



2. PAGOMYS.


Pagomys, Gray, Cat. Seals & Whales, p. 22.



3. PAGOPHILUS.


Pagophilus, Gray, Cat. Seals & Whales, p. 25.



1. Pagophilus? equestris.

Brown, with a ring round the head, a ring round the fore limbs,
and a broad band round the middle, white. The female whitish
brown, with an obscure band across the hinder part of the back.


Phoca equestris, Pallas, Zoog. Ross.-Asiat. i. p. 340; Schrenck,
Amur-Land, p. 182, tab. 9. figs. 1-3.

Phoca fasciata, Shaw, Zool. i. p. 276 (from the Ribbon-Seal, Pennant’s
Quad. 276).

Phoca annellata, Radde, Reisen im Süden von Ost-Sibirien, 1862, i.
p. 296, t. 1-3.



Inhab. North Pacific.

2. Pagophilus? ochotensis.


Phoca ochotensis, Pallas, Zoog. Ross.-Asiat. i. p. 117; Schrenck,
Amur-Land, p. 181.



Inhab. North Pacific.

4. HALICYON.


Halicyon, Gray, Cat. Seals & Whales, p. 27.



1. Halicyon Richardi.


Halicyon Richardi, Cat. S. & Whales, p. 30.



Inhab. North Pacific; Columbia River.

2. Halicyon Pealei.


Halichœrus antarcticus, T. Peale, U. S. Expl. Exp.



Mr. Gill says that this is a typical species of Phoca, but appears
to be identical with those that occur along the Californian and Oregonian
coast, so that there must be some error as to the assigned
habitat in the Antarctic seas—and proposes the name Phoca Pealii
(Proc. Essex Instit. vol. v. p. 4).

5. PHOCA.


Phoca, Cat. Seals & Whales, pp. 6 & 31.

Erignathus, Gill, 1865.



1. Phoca barbata.


Phoca barbata, Gray, Cat. Seals & Whales, p. 31.

Phoca lanica, Rees, Cyclopædia, Phoca (from Lepechin).



Inhab. North Sea.

2. Phoca naurica.


Phoca barbata, Temminck, Fauna Japonica.

Phoca naurica et Phoca albigena, Pallas, Zoog. Ross.-Asiat. i. pp.
108, 109 (vide Schrenck); Schrenck, Amur-Land, p. 181.



Inhab. North Pacific; Japan. Mus. Leyden.

Tribe II. HALICHŒRINA.


Muzzle broad, rounded. Skull higher in front. Nose-hole very
large. Grinders conical; the two hinder of the upper and the
hinder one of the lower jaw double-rooted.

Inhab. North Atlantic and Arctic Seas.

6. HALICHŒRUS.


Halichœrus, Gray, Cat. Seals & Whales, pp. 6 & 33.



Sect. II Cutting-teeth four above, and four or two below.

Tribe III. MONACHINA.


Cutting-teeth 4/4; upper transversely notched. Palatine bones not
produced beyond the inner margin of the orbits.

Inhab. Mediterranean and North Atlantic.

7. MONACHUS.


Monachus, Gray, Cat. Seals & Whales, pp. 6 & 17.



Tribe IV. STENORHYNCHINA.


Cutting-teeth 4/4; conical, acute. Hinder feet nearly clawless.


Stenorhynchina, Gray, Cat. Seals & Whales, p. 8.



Inhab. Antarctic Ocean.

1. Lower jaw strong, angulated behind. Grinders two-rooted, except the
first in each jaw.

8. STENORHYNCHUS.


Stenorhynchus, Gray, Cat. Seals & Whales, p. 15; Gill, l. c. p. 10.



1. Stenorhynchus leptonyx.


Stenorhynchus leptonyx, Gray, Cat. Seals & Whales, p. 16.

Stenorhynchus leptonyx (Sea-leopard), Abbott, P. Z. S. 1868, pp. 192
& 527.



Inhab. Falkland Islands (Abbott, Lecomte).

This Seal appears to extend from the Antarctic seas to New Zealand,
the shores of New South Wales, and the Falkland Islands.

2. Lower jaw moderate. The three front upper and first front lower
grinders single-rooted; the rest two-routed.

9. LOBODON.


Lobodon, Gray, Cat. Seals & Whales, p. 8; Gill, l. c. p. 10.



3. Lower jaw very weak. Front grinder in each jaw single-rooted;
the rest two-rooted.

10. LEPTONYX.


Leptonyx, Gray, Cat. S. & W. p. 11; Gill, l. c. p. 10.



11. OMMATOPHOCA.


Ommatophoca, Gray, Cat. S. & W. p. 13; Gill, l. c. p. 10.



Tribe V. CYSTOPHORINA.


Cutting-teeth 4/4; grinders with large swollen roots and a small
compressed simple plated crown. Muffle of male with a dilatable
appendage.


Cystophorina, Gray, Cat. S. & W. p. 38.



12. MORUNGA.


Morunga, Gray, Cat. S. & W. p. 38.

Macrorhinus, Gill, l. c. p. 9.



1. Morunga elephantina.


Morunga elephantina, Cat. S. & W. p. 39.



One of the Falkland Islands is called Elephant Island, from the
former abundance of Sea-elephants there; but Mr. Sclater informs
us that when Lecomte visited it, it was “found to be quite deserted
by this animal, which is said now to be entirely extinct in the
Falklands, though its former abundance in certain spots is well
known, and is further testified by remains of its bones and teeth
met with on the shores, specimens of which were obtained and sent
home.”—P. Z. S. 1868, p. 527. See Dr. Sclater’s previous
statement, P. Z. S. 1868, p. 189.

This latter assertion is a mistake, for the bones sent home
were those of O. jubata, as is proved by the following remarks of
Dr. Murie:—“Lecomte and his companions believed these large old
skulls of Otaria jubata [which he brought home] to be those of
the Elephant-seal (Morunga elephantina), as it was stated by some
of the party that those animals formerly did exist on this island.
One of the pilots (Louis Despreaux by name) had resided thirty-two
years on the Falkland Islands, and he distinctly remembered shooting
many Elephant-seals in the neighbourhood in bygone years; but
about twelve years ago they began to get scarce and disappear.” And
further on he observes that they are “now only rarely met with in
the Falklands.”—P. Z. S. 1869, pp. 106 & 109.

2. Morunga angustirostris.


Macrorhinus angustirostris, Gill, l. c. p. 13; Cope, Proc. Acad. N. Sc.
Philad. 1865, p. 51.



Inhab. California from Cape San Lucas to Point Reyes.

Its colour is light brown when the hair is grown to the full length.
The males are from 18 to 22 feet long. Females 10 feet long.
Canines of the males 4 or 5 inches long.

13. CYSTOPHORA.


Cystophora, Gray, Cat. S. & W. p. 40; Gill, l. c.



North Atlantic.


	Callocephalus vitulinus.

	Callocephalus dimidiatus.

	Pagomys fœtidus.

	Pagophilus grœnlandicus.

	Phoca barbata.

	Halichœrus grypus.

	Cystophora cristata.



Caspian Sea and Lake Baikal.


	Callocephalus caspica.

	*Pagomys fœtidus.



Tropical Atlantic.


	Monachus tropicalis. Jamaica.


	Cystophora antillarum. West Indies.




Mediterranean and Subtropical
Atlantic.


	Monachus albiventer.



North Pacific.


	Halicyon Richardi.

	Halicyon? Pealii.

	Pagophilus? equestris.

	Pagophilus? ochotensis.

	Phoca naurica.

	Morunga angustirostris.



Antarctic Ocean.


	Lobodon carcinophaga.

	Leptonyx Weddellii.

	Ommatophoca Rossii.

	Stenorhynchus leptonyx.

	Morunga elephantina.



New Zealand.


	Stenorhynchus leptonyx.



Australia.


	Stenorhynchus leptonyx.



Family 2. TRICHECHIDÆ.
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Trichechidæ, Gray, Ann. Philosoph. 1825, p. 348; Ann. & Mag. N.
H. 1869, iv. p. 268.

Rosmaridæ, Gill, Proc. Essex Inst. v. 1866, p. 11.

Trichechina (part.), Gray, Cat. S. & W. p. 33.



Muzzle very broad, truncate, convex, swollen above. Ears without
any conch. Eyes prominent. Canines very large, exserted.
Cutting-teeth 4/2 in young, and 2/2 in adult; grinders all single-rooted.
The anterior feet as large as the posterior ones; the fingers decrease
in a curved line, destitute of claws; the hind feet with five toes, very
gradually increasing towards the inner, all provided with claws;
palms and soles hairy in the young, becoming chaffy. Tail rudimentary.
Skull with no postorbital processes. A distinct alisphenoid
canal. Mastoid process strong and salient, with its surface continuous
with the auditory bulla. The scapula, hinder margin nearly
straight, with the spine a short distance from and somewhat parallel
with it. Resting on its body with the fore feet extended and the
hind feet doubled under it, moving by the exertion of the abdominal
muscles. (See P. Z. S. 1853, p. 112.)

1. TRICHECHUS.


Trichechus, Gray, Cat. S. & W. p. 35.



1. Trichechus ⸺?


Trichechus rosmarus, Schrenck, Amur-Land, p. 179.



Inhab. North Pacific.

Family 3. OTARIADÆ.
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Nose simple; muffle rather large, callous above and between the
nostrils. Ears with a cylindrical, external conch. Arms and legs
rather elongate. The fore and hind feet fringed. Fore feet fin-like,
with a scolloped naked membrane. Palms and soles bald,
longitudinally grooved, more or less triangular. Fingers gradually
diminish in size from the inner side. Hind feet elongate, narrow,
all clawless. Toes nearly of equal length, the outer one on each
side being rather the strongest (see Cat. Seals and Whales, p. 44,
f. 15). Three middle toes clawed. The fur is generally provided
with a more or less thick under-fur. Skull with a postorbital process.
An alisphenoid canal. Mastoid process strong and salient,
extending aloof from the auditory bulla. Cutting-teeth 6/4, upper
often bifid; canines conical; grinders 5/5 or 6/5. The scapula is curved
backward to the upper angle, but with its spine or crest near the
posterior margin. Testicles enclosed in the small external scrotum.
They walk on their fore and hind limbs; they rest with the hind
part of the body bent down, and the legs directed forward, like the
Morse. The females lie on their backs to receive the caresses of the
male; and the young are born on shore and are gradually taught to
swim.
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