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Characters







in order of appearance


Ajay Chopra


a boxer


Cameron Burns


a boxer


Ainsley Binnie


a boxer


Neil Neill


a boxer


Dina Massie


a boxing lassie


Carlotta


a boxer’s mother


Steve George


a referee


Bobby Burgess


a boxing trainer

















The odd line lengths


weird     spacing


and plethora of exclamation marks


and question marks in the text


are the author’s attempt to convey


the frenetic nature of these characters


in their situation!!!




 





/ in the text indicates one character


talking over another
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SOME DICTIONARY DEFINITIONS




 





Time, noun. A limited stretch or space of continued existence, as the interval between two successive events or acts, or the period through which an action, condition, or state continues …




 





Beautiful, adjective. Very pleasing and impressive to listen to, touch, or especially to look at; very good or enjoyable.




 





Burnout, noun. Psychological exhaustion and diminished efficiency resulting from overwork or prolonged exposure to stress; somebody affected by psychological exhaustion. [Informal.] Failure of a machine or part of a machine to work because of overuse and excessive heat or friction; failure of a rocket or jet engine to work because the fuel supply has been exhausted or cut off.



















BEAUTIFUL BURNOUT





 







We are always in and around a boxing ring.




 





Life is what happens in the few moments in, during, around the obsessive path towards becoming the brightest star in the night sky …




 





We are in a world of freely shared opinions and self-promotion …






















ONE


A REFEREE PREPARES





The early hours of morning.


Steve George: intent, intensely focused on a screen …


He has a remote control … screens.


He might be a night security guard …


He might work in Currys …


He’s in an entirely self-imagined future documentary, STEVE GEORGE – THE REFEREE’S REFEREE, in which a referee watches himself on YouTube … He’s both voice- over and modest interviewee.


Steve


He’s refereeing impeccably …


Steve George


This seasoned professional …


This much-respected referee …


His job


Is to


Watch like an eagle


And ‘protect the boxer without fear or favour’ …


And this Steve George is a


Fucking beady-eyed fucking golden eagle!


(He watches like a fucking beady-eyed fucking golden eagle …


His body starts to channel the body movements of what he is doing on screen.)


He calls it.


There’s a Winner


There’s a Loser


Everyone’s safe in the hands of this man.


Let’s see that again, Boxing Aficionados!


(And presses replay …)
















TWO


FOOD RUNS IN OUR FAMILY





A washing machine churning …


Carlotta, very near the ring …


She’s just putting a load in.


It’s early. It’s not domestic.


Carlotta


Welcome to the glamour of boxing!


Who is that Mysterious Figure loading the Zanussi???


Human Beings call me Carlotta …


But …


Under the umbrella title of Mother


I’m


Headcookcleanerbottlewasherlaunderettealarmclock


Small investment-vulnerable-lending-bank-with-over-


generous-overdraft-facilities …


Bulk combiner of proteincarbsroughage


Calorie supplier


I feed The Beast.


(Selects a programme.)


Food runs in our family.


My nan was dinner lady up at St Paul’s


My dad worked at Tunnock’s


My ex-husband ate food


My son eats food


I cook it


See how that works?


Presses a power button.


The only time my son doesnae eat my food


Is when he’s on his two-week junkfood binge after a fight …


FishandchipsKFCMcDonald’sdeepfriedMarsbars


OhYes


All doon that mighty gullet into that ceaseless digestive system


He’s a taste for rubbish which he inherited from his father


who now eats at another address


courtesy of a Skank name of Sheila Diver!


Skank!


Skank Shagger! …


Move on


Closure.


Otherwise


At this eatery it’s


Mince and tatties Monday


Steak pie Tuesday


Liver and bacon Wednesday


Thursday beef stew with carrots and onions oh yes!


Spaghetti bolognese I’m multi-cultural Friday


Saturday he’s oot


Sunday roast dinner who makes the best roast


potatoes in the world


I make the best roast potatoes in the world!!!


Breakfast today is


And she’s getting …


Four boiled eggs toast and jelly beans …


Jelly beans!!!


Eggs boiled for three minutes no more, ‘Like three minutes in boxing, Mum, nae mare nae less,’ the Future Champion likes his eggs ‘jest soft enough tae dip ma soldiers in!’ 


Three minutes ‘nae mare nae less’ it is.


(And a clock times …


Sings.)


‘Ti i i ime


is on ma side


yes it is …’


(To some slow water.) Boil.


My son sees me as quite far doon the food chain …


It goes


Famous Boxers Alive Or Dead


Any Boxers


Anybody who isnae a boxer still but knows anything


about boxing


Males


Fit Lassies


Lassies


Dogs


Cartoon Characters


Me


(To some slow water that’s still not.) I said boil.


No kidding jelly beans for breakfast!


‘Jelly beans is for energy’


Is that insane? Aye


Is ma son insane? Aye


Am I insane???


Hold that thought!


(And water boils.


Eggs cook.)
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