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Wood Spirit or Green Man

?

This month we offer you detailed instructions for creating 

two of woodcarving’s classic characters: The wood spirit 

and the green man, mysterious men of the woods who share 

many qualities but have some interesting distinctions.

The concept of the wood spirit dates back to the Middle 

Ages, when many people believed that the forests they lived 

in and near were protected by these mystics. Carving the 

wood spirit’s face into a section of felled tree was considered to be a 

way of honoring the spirit and of conferring good luck on the people 

who did so. The reason they’re so common on walking sticks is 

because such implements, it was thought, served as protection when 

traveling through perilous woods.

The green man, however, while also a “spirit,” is less a guardian 

of the woods and more a creature 

of 

them. As such, he is not so much 

a face 

hidden

in foliage but one 

made

of leaves, twigs, branches, 

and vines. His spirit offers not protection or luck but renewal and 

rebirth, a powerful representation of the regenerative force of nature. 

(Assessing our cover, it’s pretty easy to see where J.R.R. Tolkien—and 

later, director Peter Jackson—derived their visions of Treebeard and 

his Ent-mates in 

The Lord of the Rings

.)

In any case, both the wood spirit and green man should be carved 

from cottonwood—preferably 

found 

cottonwood. As Harold Enlow 

says in his 

Carving Faces Workbook

(Fox Chapel Publishing), “I 

consider carvings like this in ordinary wood [to be] wizards; a similar 

carving in found wood transforms [it] into a wood spirit.”

Give one a try. Beginners should start with the wood spirit 

(page 51), which is, as its creator Alex LaCasse observes, an excellent 

introduction to carving the human face. We’ve provided patterns 

and precise directions for both, but let the idiosyncrasies of the wood 

guide your hand—its spirit will show you the way.

Speaking of wizards, this issue is the last for Technical Editor Bob 

Duncan, who has been spirited away from us by a tool manufacturing 

company. For some 15 years, Bob has been the heart and soul of this 

magazine, a true wood savant without peer. His vast expertise and 

generous soul were a bountiful gift to us and to all of you—please join 

us in wishing him well on his new adventure!

Happy carving!

John Atwood

atwood@foxchapelpublishing.com
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Outgoing Technical Editor 

Bob Duncan as he appeared in 

his debut issue, Holiday 2004. 

Adios, amigo!
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We’d love to hear from you! Send your thoughts and 

comments about our magazine and woodcarving in 

general to: Letters, Woodcarving Illustrated, 1970 

Broad St., East Petersburg, Pa. 17520, or e-mail 


editors@woodcarvingillustrated.com.

Why Burn

? 

letters

to the editor

FOX HUNT

John Safford of Malone, N.Y., and Susan 

Casler of Protem, Mo., are the winners 

drawn from the correct entries received 

for 

WCI

Spring 2019 (Issue 86). The 

fox was hiding in Step 4 in the Floral 

Bracelets article on page 74.

Find the fox in this issue, and contact 

us with the page number and location. 

Two readers randomly selected from 

all correct replies will receive a $25 Fox 

Chapel Publishing gift certificate. Entries 

must be received by June 18, 2019, to 

be eligible. 

NOTE: With his feet on the 

“ground,” the contest fox faces left (other 

foxes in 

WCI

don’t count).

Send your entry to: 

Woodcarving 

Illustrated

, Attn: Find the Fox, 1970 Broad 

Street, East Petersburg, Pa. 17520, or 

enter online under the contests link at 


woodcarvingillustrated.com. 

I have noticed that, in several 

Woodcarving Illustrated

articles, the carver burns details into the piece before 

painting or finishing. What is the value of this? 

Mike Menefee

Richmond, Va. 

Kaylee Schofield's Response: A carver might choose 

to do so for several reasons. Here are a few:

1. 

To create stops so the paint doesn’t bleed into unwanted 

places, as in Carolea Hower’s “Two-Sided Ornaments,” Fall 2018;

2. 

To shade certain areas and reduce the need for painting, as in 

Steve Kulp’s “A Family of Owls,” Fall 2018; 

3. 

To create or enhance a texture (fur, hair, fabric, etc.), as in 

Desiree Hajny’s “Carving a Raccoon,” Fall 2018.

If you’re new to carving, consider buying a basic woodburner. They’re 

relatively inexpensive and easy to use—and can save you time.

Sharpening Bits

I took up power carving four years 

ago. Have you had any articles on 

how to sharpen diamond, ruby, and 

ceramic bits, carbide burrs, etc.? 

Jim Anderson

Yoho, N.B.

Bob Duncan's Response: You really 

can’t sharpen bits. You could lightly 

touch a ceramic stone or ruby bit to 

a diamond hone to ensure the grit is 

all regular, but once the abrasive is 

worn off the metal, there’s no way to 

sharpen it. If your bits are clogged 

with wood and sap, you can clean 

that out; for carbide-point bits, I 

use a propane torch to burn out 

wood particles. The carbide and 

metal can withstand the heat, as 

long as you’re not exposing them to 

the torch for minutes at a time. For 

diamond, ruby, and ceramic, soak 

the bits overnight in oven cleaner; this 

dissolves and removes the clogs. 

Angels for 

Chris: Update

Thank you 

very much for 

running my 

“Quick and 

Easy Standing 

Angel” project 

in your Winter 

2018 issue. It 

has gotten a tremendous response 

from carvers wishing to help Chris. 

As a result of the article, we have 

raised over $1,500, and I have sent 

another 250+ cutouts to carvers all 

over the country, a few of whom 

have made their own to sell and 

donated proceeds to the cause. Chris 

continues to amaze doctors with 

his progress. He can now operate 

a manual wheelchair, transfer 

himself from bed to wheelchair or 

shower, use both arms, and feed 

himself—and his attitude has greatly 

improved. Chris would like to 

thank all who have supported (and 

continue to support) him through 

this ordeal. 

Don Lang 

Bella Vista, Ark.

drmklang@cox.net
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The New Era

in Scrolling.

Pégas 21" Scroll Saw

Pégas 14" Scroll Band Saw

Key Features:

•

Head tilts left and right (45

o

/35

o

)

•

Upper Arm can be raised

•

Speed Regulator adjusts from 400 to 1500 rpm

•

Blower and Dust Collector

Unique Features:

•

Extra-light, easy to use Blade Chuck Head

•

Special coating on table enables wood to glide easily

•

Reinforced chassis reduces vibration

•

Improved mechanical parts reduce stress

The

Pegas

®

Scroll Saw was developed in

Switzerland and made in Taiwan to the rigorous

specifications and quality requirements of

Scies Miniatures, a division of Grobet USA.

THE MOST QUIET, COMFORTABLE, DURABLE, SMOOTH OPERATING

SCROLL SAW MACHINE AVAILABLE ON THE MARKET.

MSRP

No.

90.750

...............................................

$719.00

No.

90.750, 90.751

- saw with stand

............................

788.00

No.

90.750, 90.751, 90.752

- saw with stand and foot control

........

822.00

Each scroll saw comes with a sample set of 18 Pegas blades,

instructions, a blade selection chart, and spare parts for the blade chuck head.

www.grobetusa.com

Phone:

800-847-4188 • 800-998-4467 •

Fax:

800-243-2432

•

800-758-4467

email: pegas@grobetusa.com


www.scies.ch

www.grobetusa.com

NEW

The

Pégas

®

Scroll Band Saw is a precision machine using

Pégas

®

Scroll Bandsaw

blades, the finest and most accurate blades ever produced.

•

Cast-iron frame for higher longevity and stability

•

Balanced aluminium wheels to avoid vibrations

•

2 speeds

•

Blade protection guard

•

Safety switch system

•

The cast-iron table, with a 40° tilting capability

•

Bench stand

•

2 blades included, #9 and #12

•

Blades available from #5 to #14

Pégas

Pégas

®

Scroll Band Saw Blades

Scroll Band Saw Blades

The geometry of

Pegas

®

tooth blades has been carefully studied to eliminate

vibrations during the cutting process. Such efficient and accurate cutting produces

a high-quality finish for hard and soft wood of thickness up to 6" (150 mm).

These precision blades enable risk-free cutting of very tight curves with radii below

1/16" (2 mm). The various blade dimensions meet all needs regardless of the

wood species, width, and complexity of the items to be sawn.

For more information on this unique and innovative machine,visit:

scies.ch/scroll-band-saw.html

Product in-use videos at:

scies.ch/product-in-use.html

No.

90.700

MSRP

$1,470.00
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Ivan Govaerts, 

Mechelen, Belgium 

Ivan hand carved these 1¾

" by 4" (4.6cm by 10.2cm) bow ties from 

sycamore and rosewood. “In the media, you regularly see people 

venturing back to this chic accessory,” said Ivan, describing his 

creations as “perfect for parties.” Find Ivan at woodcreator.be.

Chuck Poley,

Green, Ohio

Chuck spent 395 hours on this 

nature-inspired hope chest, which he 

wood burned and then accented with 

Prismacolor Premier Colored Pencils. 

He runs several pyrography groups on 

Facebook, including Pyrography Wood 

Burning/Wood Art. Contact Chuck at 


genealogy1972@gmail.com.

Del Martin,

Chambersburg, Pa. 

“I love the ocean and as a result have carved more 

sea creatures than anything else,” Del said. He power 

carved these sea turtles from a walnut stump and a 

piece of cherry, completing the piece with Minwax 

Antique Oil Finish. Find 

Del at Del Martin Wood 

Carving on Facebook. 

reader 

gallery
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Share your 

latest work!

Send good, clear photos 

(professional color prints 

or 300dpi resolution digital 

images) and 100 words 

describing your project to: 

Reader Gallery, 
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