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			about new beginnings

			In February 2021 Renard put out a call for submissions for the New Beginnings poetry project, a competition open to all those who ‘felt their voice was silenced in 2020’, no matter where they were in the world, or what age. The book you’re holding is the result, containing all of the poems on the shortlist, and is a celebration of the end of many of the toxic aspects of 2020 and the Covid pandemic we all lived through, and offers a glimmer of hope for the future and a manifesto for change.

			As with any project, there were several vital people working away behind the scenes. The judges – Miriam Halahmy, Denise Rawls, Hannah Fields and Tom Denbigh – had the unenviable task of whittling down a vast pile of submissions to the shortlist you see here today, and it is testament to their skill and patience that the list is so varied and rich in talent. 

			The project was supported by a crowdfunding campaign, the kind contributions to which paid for the prizes and rewards – thanks in abundance go to all those who supported the project, and their names can be found on p 122. 

			Thanks must also go to Ruth Irwin, Matt Dady-Leonard and Finn Dady for their suggestions and input, without which this project might never have come to fruition.

			the publisher

		

	
		
			

			about the judges

			miriam halahmy 

			Miriam was a teacher for 25 years, and, having worked with refugees and asylum seekers in schools, her writing engages with historical and contemporary issues that affect children across time – most notably the plight of refugees. Her young-adult novel, Hidden, was a Sunday Times Children’s Book of the Week, was nominated for the Carnegie Medal and has been adapted for the stage. Saving Hanno, her latest book, is about a boy who comes to the UK on the Kindertransport, and reflects on the grief and loss experienced by refugee children.

			denise rawls 

			Denise is a writer, based in east London. She is an alumni of Spread the Word’s Development Programme; the first chapters of her novel in progress achieved ‘highly commended’ in the Writers & Artists Working-Class Writers’ Prize; and she is contributing to Common Gossip, a working-class anthology. Outside of writing, she has been vocal about the lack of career progression across the civil service for black and brown women on BBC’s Women’s Hour and Sky News. As well as writing her novel, Marisol’s Baby, Denise works for the National Theatre, where she leads the organisation’s communications team.

			

			hannah fields

			Hannah is a writer, editor and publisher from Texas. She founded the independent publishing company, Folkways Press, in 2020, and launched the company with an anthology, We Are Not Shadows, as its inaugural publication. The anthology selected writing from women of all ages and backgrounds and covers a wide range of topics – including issues of race, gender, sexuality, trauma, adversity, disability, and more. She has worked on various publications, from children’s books to award-winning magazines, along with various publishers in the US and UK.

			tom denbigh 

			Tom lives in Bristol with an obscene number of books. He is the first Bristol Pride Poet Laureate and a BBC 1Extra Emerging Artist Talent Search winner. He has performed at the Royal Albert Hall and festivals around the UK, and has brought poetry to Brighton and London Pride. He is a producer at Milk Poetry and has facilitated writing workshops for groups of students from the UK and abroad. He is particularly proud of his work with queer young people. His debut collection …and then she ate him is out now with Burning Eye Books.
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			university will be
online today

			Martha Grogan

			I write essays on queer literature

			As you stream games from last year.

			You decode a cipher a page and let

			Me watch as I knit over the Internet.

			University will be online this week.

			You leave tupperware meals on my doormat,

			Bao buns, katsu curry and pulled pork with all the fat.

			I eat them in bed, tucking pillows around me,

			And imagine they’re your arms in a brushed cotton sea.

			University will be online this month.

			My mum wants to know your address for a task,

			To post you a new-sewn mask

			With three layers and fabric adorned with chickens,

			And a nose clip to stop the fog on your glasses’ lens.

			University will be online this term.

			

			Park-crossed lovers, standing in the rain,

			The gardens are empty between the river and cobbled lane.

			We bring our own coffee in flasks.

			We hide under umbrellas, and smile six feet apart.

			University will be online this year.

			The closest I have come to being kissed

			Was when my lateral flow test missed

			My throat landed on my tongue.

			The nurses’ praises were coughed, not sung.

			University will be online.

		

	
		
			today we are allowed
to hug again

			Rosie Gliddon

			Today we are allowed to hug again,

			And yet you are no longer here to hold.

			I see people, warm in their embrace

			Whilst I stand alone and cold.

			After two cancelled weddings in 2020,

			It was hard to be positive, any more.

			Next year will be a better year, they said,

			Your luck will change for sure.

			The first one was an easy decision,

			Cancelled months in advance.

			When we rebooked it for later in the year

			I felt we really had a chance.

			Alas, lockdown closed our doors again.

			Plant the flowers back in the dirt,

			Hang the dress back in the cupboard,

			Try to best hide the hurt.

			

			It will happen some day! Just be patient,

			Came the usual consolation prize.
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