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      My friends know how these verses poured from my heart. It was that winter of anguish when, through ignorance, or fanatical faith, or fear, or courtesy, the Hispanic American nations gathered in Washington beneath the fearsome eagle. Which of us has forgotten that shield, the shield where the eagle of Monterrey and Chapultepec, the eagle of López and Walker, clutched in its talons all the banners of the Americas? And the agony I endured, until I could confirm the caution and courage of our people; and the horror and shame inflicted upon me by the legitimate fear that we Cubans might, with parricidal hands, aid the senseless plan to separate Cuba, for the sole benefit of a new, disguised master, from the homeland that claims her and in which she finds her wholeness, from the Hispanic American homeland, drained my strength, diminished by unjust suffering. The doctor sent me to the mountains: streams flowed, and the clouds gathered: I wrote verses. Sometimes the sea roars, and the wave crashes, in the black night, against the rocks of the bloodied castle: sometimes the bee whispers, hovering among the flowers.
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      I am a sincere man,

      from where the palm tree grows.

      And before I die, I want

      to pour out my soul's verses.

      

      I come from everywhere,

      and to everywhere I go:

      I am art among the arts,

      in the mountains, I am a mountain.

      

      I know the strange names

      of the herbs and the flowers,

      and of mortal deceptions,

      and of sublime sorrows.

      

      I have seen in the dark night

      rain upon my head

      the rays of pure light

      of divine beauty.

      

      I saw wings sprout on the shoulders

      of beautiful women: and butterflies

      emerge from the rubble, flying. I have seen a man live with a dagger at his side, without ever saying the name of the one who killed him. Swift as a reflection, twice I saw the soul, twice: when the poor old man died, when she said goodbye to me. I trembled once—at the gate, at the entrance to the vineyard— when the barbarous bee stung my little girl on the forehead. I once rejoiced, in such a way, that I rejoiced as never before: when the mayor, weeping, read the sentence of my death . I hear a sigh, across the lands and the sea, and it is not a sigh—it is that my son is about to awaken. If they say to take the finest jewel from the jewel box, I take a sincere friend and set love aside. I have seen the wounded eagle fly to the serene blue, and the venomous viper die in its lair . I know well that when the world yields, livid, to rest, the gentle stream murmurs over the profound silence . I have placed my daring hand, stiff with horror and joy, upon the extinguished star that fell before my door. Hidden in my brave breast is the sorrow that wounds it: the son of an enslaved people lives for it, is silent, and dies. All is beautiful and constant, all is music and reason, and all, like the diamond, is coal before it is light. I know that the fool is buried with great pomp and great weeping, - And that there is no fruit on earth like that of the cemetery. I am silent, and I understand, and I cast aside the pomp of the rhymer: I hang my doctor's cap on a withered tree .
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