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Head: Round, broad, wide between eyes, its size in balance with the overall size of dog being neither too large nor too small. Skull, domed. There is a definite stop.


 




Eyes: Large, round, not prominent, placed well apart, looking straight ahead. Very dark.


 




Muzzle: Square, short, unwrinkled, with good cushioning, set no lower than bottom eye rim; never downturned. Front of muzzle should be flat; lower lip and chin not protruding and definitely never receding.


 




Nose: Nostrils are broad, wide, and open.


 




Bite: Undershot. Jaw is broad and wide.


 




Chest: Broad and deep with good spring-of-rib, however, not barrel- chested. Depth of rib cage should extend to just below elbow. Distance from elbow to withers is a little greater than from elbow to ground.


 




Shoulders: Well-angulated, well laid-back, well laid-in, fitting smoothly into body.


 




Legs: Straight, well-boned, muscular, set well-apart and underchest, with elbows set close to body. Strong, perpendicular pasterns.


 




Ears: Large, set slightly below crown of skull; heavily coated.


 




Neck: Well set-on flowing smoothly into shoulders; of sufficient length to permit natural high head carriage and in balance with height and length of dog.


 




Topline: Level.
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Physical Characteristics of the Shih Tzu


(from the American Kennel Club’s breed standard)



Body: Short-coupled and sturdy with no waist or tuck-up. The Shih Tzu is slightly longer than tall.


 




Tail: Set on high, heavily plumed, carried in curve well over back.


 




Coat: Luxurious, double-coated, dense, long, and flowing. Slight wave permissible. Hair on top of head is tied up.


 




Size: Ideally, height at withers is 9 to 10.5 inches; but, not less than 8 inches nor more than 11 inches. Ideally, weight of mature dogs, 9 to 16 pounds.


 




Feet: Firm, well-padded, point straight ahead.











 






FROM THE COLLECTION OF GARY GRAFFMAN.


 



This ancient ink and color drawing on silk appears in a scroll executed by Chou Fang from the T’ang Dynasty (618–907 A.D.). The scroll depicts ladies in waiting, teasing a Shih Tzu with their insect-chasing whip.
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HISTORY OF THE


Shih Tzu


 







The history of the Shih Tzu, meaning  lion mane in Chinese, was closely intermingled with the Tibetan-Chinese politics during the T’ang Dynasty.
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The Shih Tzu is an Asian breed whose ancestry lies both in Tibet and in China. As a result, some of today’s enthusiasts consider it a Tibetan breed while others more closely associate this adorable little dog with China.







TIBETAN BACKGROUND 


Although there have been times when the Chinese and Tibetans have cooperated with each other, since the seventh century there has frequently been strife between the two nations. For the sake of diplomacy, Tibetan nobles sometimes took Chinese brides of royal rank. It therefore follows that gifts were exchanged between people of these two great cultures in which mythology abounds. Often these gifts were dogs. The Lhasa Apso, a Tibetan breed and direct ancestor of the Shih Tzu, is said to have existed since 800 B.C., but there is no tangible evidence of this as written historical records in Tibet were not kept until around A.D. 639.
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ANCESTRY: CHINA


Over the years, various theories have been put forward regarding the origin of the Shih Tzu. According to one theory, three temple dogs were sent to China around 1650, and from these dogs came the Shih Tzu.





Because the Shih Tzu descended from the Tibetan Lhasa Apso, Tibet is considered the earliest ancestral home of the Shih Tzu. Dogs were given as tribute gifts for safe passage from Tibet to China, the long journey by caravan taking eight to ten  months. The Tibetan Lhasa Apsos were not considered sacred animals, but they were treated as prized possessions nonetheless. They were only given as gifts never sold. The dogs were undoubtedly held in high esteem, for it was believed that they carried the souls of monks who had erred in their previous lives.


 






The Cheltenham Show of 1933, the year before the Tibetan breed standards were sorted out! Here are prominent British fanciers, from left to right: Lady Brownrigg with Hibou, Yangtse and Shu-ssa; Miss Hutchins with Lung-fu-ssu and Tang; General Sir Douglas Brownrigg with Hzu-Hsi and Miss Marjorie Wild with one of her Lhasa Apsos.
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Buddhism spread from India into Tibet in the seventh century but was not adopted in China until 1253, at the time of Kublai Khan. The lion, in various mythological forms, plays an important part in Buddhism. Indeed the Buddha Manjusri, who is the god of learning, is believed to travel around as a simple priest with a small dog. This dog, called a Ha-pa, can instantly be transformed into a lion so that the Buddha can ride on its back. The snow lion, though, is considered the king of animals and it is with this white mythological beast that the Shih Tzu and Lhasa Apso are most closely connected. The snow lion is believed to be so powerful that when it roars, seven dragons fall out of the sky.
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ANCESTRY: IRELAND


The Shih Tzu first arrived in Ireland with Miss Hutchins in 1928 but, until the Second World War, the breed was only known in Variety classes there. In the mid-1960s the breed grew numerically stronger, and Shih Tzu in Ireland are now fairly popular. The Irish breeders strive hard and are truly dedicated to the breed.





  






The Tibetans would refer to Shih Tzu as “Apsok,” a name used to refer to all long-coated dogs.
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Tibetans have always drawn distinction between the “true” lion and the “dog” lion, but have never been too clear about the naming of their breeds. Without doubt, some crossing took place between the various Tibetan breeds. Even today it is possible to breed together two fully-coated Lhasa Apsos or Shih Tzu and produce one or more puppies that look like pure-bred Tibetan Spaniels. This may come as something of a shock, but is clearly a throwback to earlier days. Interestingly, the Tibetans refer to all long-coated dogs as
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ANCESTRY: SWITZERLAND


Although it cannot be confirmed that there were no Shih Tzu in the country before the 1950s, the first Shih Tzu registration in Switzerland was in 1956. This was the bitch Di Ji Anjou, who was imported from the Countess d’Anjou in France.





 






Of all the Tibetan breeds, the Shih Tzu is the most favored around the world, with prominent followings on the Continent and in the US, as well as in Asia.
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“Apsok,” which further complicates the issue when trying to research the history of Tibetan breeds.


We know that the Shih Tzu can be traced back to dogs of Tibetan origin. We must also look at the dogs that were in China at that time, as these are the dogs with which the early Shih Tzu ancestors were crossed.







CHINESE BACKGROUND 


The “square dogs” that were accepted by a Chinese emperor in 1760 B.C. are believed to have been of Chow Chow type, although we do not know their size. However, in 500 B.C., there are known to have been not only dogs that followed their masters’ chariots but also others with short mouths. These latter dogs were carried in the carts, so we can safely assume that they were fairly small. It has been said that the nasal bones of puppies in China were broken with chopsticks to shorten them, although the skull of an early short-nosed dog housed in the British Museum has a naturally short nose, the bones unbroken.
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ANCESTRY: GREAT BRITAIN


In Britain, progeny from the Pekingese/Shih Tzu cross of the 1950s could not be registered as pure-bred Shih Tzu until the third filial generation. However, in the United States, a further three generations were required prior to registration.





By the end of the first century A.D., emperors clearly took an interest in small dogs. A shortlegged dog, known as the “Pai” dog, belonged under the table. This may not appear especially significant until one considers that, since the people sat on the floor to eat, Chinese tables were very low. These dogs must therefore have been very small indeed. Great honors were bestowed on these small dogs; in fact, in A.D. 168, one was even awarded the highest literary rank of the period. Many male dogs were given the rank of K’ai Fu, which is just below the rank of Viceroy, while bitches were given ranks of the  wives of such officials. These fortunate dogs had soldiers to guard them and carpets to sleep on, and they were fed only on the choicest meat.


By A.D. 1300, “golden-coated nimble dogs” were commonly bred by people in their homes. These dogs were described as resembling the lion; indeed the Emperor of that time apparently used to love them so much that he stole them from his subjects. In China there were various small breeds of dog, including the Pug, but by 1820 the cult of the lap dog reigned supreme. Very tiny dogs, known as “sleeve dogs,” were the height of fashion. As their name implies, they were kept in voluminous Chinese sleeves. It is still believed that their growth was stunted by artificial means; food supply was restricted and puppies were kept in wire cages until they reached maturity. Thankfully the Dowager Empress Tzu Hsi, a great lover of dogs, objected to artificial dwarfing and soon these tiny dogs fell out of fashion, finding themselves referred to instead as “lump-headed dogs.”


 






A modern Lhasa Apso. Though distinctive from the Shih Tzu, the relationship between the two breeds is evident.
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The Pekingese was the favorite of the Dowager Empress Tzu Hsi. In 1908, she was presented with lion dogs as a gift from the Dalai Lama. These were not interbred with the Pekingese of the Empress.
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THE DOWAGER EMPRESS TZU HSI 


The Dowager Empress kept over a hundred Pekingese and laid down many palace rules for her dogs. Among these was the stipulation that they must be “dainty in their food,” so that by their fastidiousness they might be known as Imperial Dogs. Their diets consisted of such delicacies as sharks’ fins and curlews’ livers, antelope milk, the juice of custard apple, rhinoceros horn and the clarified fat of sacred leopard. In an effort to stub their noses, the Empress stroked and massaged the olfactory organs of her dogs, and they chewed on leather tightly stretched on a frame.


In 1908 His Holiness the Dalai Lama presented the Dowager Empress with several dogs. These were described as similar to the breed of lion dog then seen in Peking. She called these her “Shih Tzu Kou,” and kept them apart from her Pekingese to maintain the breed characteristics of these treasured gifts. However, these “Shih Tzu Kou” did not arrive long before the death of the Empress. Although the palace eunuchs continued to breed them, it is highly likely that experimental crosses took place, thus creating a divergence in type. It is generally believed that the eunuchs bred three types of short-nosed dogs: the Pug, the Pekingese and another long-haired dog known as the Shih Tzu.







THE SHIH TZU LEAVES CHINA 


Lady Brownrigg and her husband, who was later to become General Sir Douglas Brownrigg, acquired their first Shih Tzu in 1928. They had heard of “Tibetan Lion Dogs” or “Shock-dogs” owned by Chinese emperors, and understood that the best were to be found in Peking, where they were then living. They had seen a small black-and-white dog that rather took their fancy, and were determined to get one  that was similar. The first bitch they acquired was already in whelp but, sadly, she died. However, with the help of Mme. Wellington Koo, they soon found another black-and-white bitch, born in 1927. Named “Shu-ssa,” she had a white “apple mark” on her head and a black patch on her tail and side. The Brownriggs thought she looked like a fluffy baby owl, with her expressive eyes and hair sticking out all around her face. Her coat was thick and her tail curled over her back.


Dogs such as Shu-ssa were not often seen in public places, for they were usually kept in homes and courtyards. It was also understood that the palace eunuchs had some of these dogs, and that others had been bred by French and Russian people living in China. A Frenchman, Dr. Cenier owned a black-and-white dog of this kind, and the dog, “Hibou,” came into the possession of the Brownriggs.


Also in China at that time was Miss E. M. Hutchins and she, too, had acquired a dog. The dog was called Lung-fu-ssu, born in 1926. Also black-and-white, Lung-fu-ssu was heavier and coarser than those of the Brownriggs; he had a wavy coat and his tail was carried rather loosely.


In 1930 Miss Hutchins returned to England, bringing with her four dogs: the Brownriggs’ Shu-ssa and Hibou, Lung-fu-ssu and a bitch called Mei Mei. Mei Mei was tragically killed by a Sealyham after coming out of quarantine. The three surviving dogs weighed between 12 lbs 1 oz and 14 lbs 9 oz. Although Lady Brownrigg was aware that there were other smaller dogs in China, these were not used for breeding.


 






The Shih Tzu’s worldwide popularity knows no bounds! The inspiration for artists for centuries, the breed has been preserved in every medium imaginable. Here a Scandinavian artist displays her work at a club show.
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THE BREED IN BRITAIN 


Shu-ssa was mated to Hibou and produced a litter in quarantine in April 1930. England, of course, has had strict quarantine laws for many years, though less so presently. At that time, it was possible for puppies born in quarantine to be released after eight weeks, so the puppies were carefully homed. Shu-ssa had two other litters, one later that same year, sired by Lung-fu-ssu, and another in 1932, sired again by Hibou.



TINIES ON THE RISE


Subsequent to the introduction of the Pekingese cross in Shih Tzu breeding programs, in 1956 a private club was set up to promote the smaller size of Shih Tzu, known as “tinies.” Initially the British Kennel Club refused permission, but permission later was granted when the club’s aims had been altered.





  






The Chow Chow breed is believed to be the square Chinese dog favored by the emperor. Like the Shih Tzu, the Chow Chow is groomed in homage to the lion.
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By now there were several types of long-coated foreign dog in Britain. Colonel and Mrs. Bailey had brought back Apsos to Britain in 1928, Colonel Bailey having taken over from Sir Charles Bell as Political Officer for Tibet in 1921. This was the beginning of a traumatic time to follow.


A club called “The Apso and Lion Dog Club” was formed, and the first show to be held for the “breed” was the West of England Kennel Club Show in 1933. At this show, it became immediately apparent that the dogs being exhibited differed greatly, especially in length of foreface. The judge was Colonel Bailey, who made no secret of the fact that he thought the dogs imported from China were different. He expressed the belief that they had been crossed with Pekingese. What became known as “the battle of the noses” had begun!


Much heated debate and correspondence took place between the parties involved, and with The Kennel Club. It was suggested that the two types were differentiated by the names “Apsos, Chinese Type” and “Apsos, Tibetan Type,” but this did not reach fruition. Instead they agreed to The Kennel Club’s suggestion of separating the dogs that had heralded from China from the Tibetan dogs. The Chinese dogs were to be re-registered as Shih Tzu.


Understandably, it was becoming impossible to judge the two breeds in the same classes at shows, but this had to be done until the separation had officially taken place. The debate continued and there was much confusion  over breed names, for many owners of the dogs we now know as Shih Tzu wished to keep the word “Tibetan” in the breed’s name. They continued to refer to their breed as “Tibetan Lion Dogs,” which did not go over well with the Apso followers. In 1934 the Tibetan Breeds Association was formed, but the Shih Tzu fraternity was not included. There was much press coverage about the heated debate concerning the two breeds, but as was said in Our Dogs’ “Foreign Dog Fancies” of June 22, 1934, “…while the Apso and Shih Tzu devotees are both standing by their guns, there is no ill-feeling on either side.”




THE SECOND WORLD WAR 


The problem of the difference between the breeds we now know as the Lhasa Apso and the Shih Tzu was solved, and by 1939 the number of Shih Tzu registered with The Kennel Club was 183. In 1940, instead of being registered under “Any Other Variety,” the Shih Tzu was granted a separate register and became eligible for Challenge Certificates, the “tickets” needed to earn a championship in the UK. However, the next major problem to occur was the Second World War, so Challenge Certificates had to wait.


Lady Brownrigg was heavily involved with work for the Red Cross. The groomings from her dogs’ coats were spun into yarn, which was used to knit articles to aid the Red Cross. Breeding virtually ceased and it was a struggle to preserve the breed, which was only one of many in danger of dying out.


 






Through hundreds of years of selective breeding, the Shih Tzu still maintains those physical and mental characteristics that the Chinese and Tibetans found so desirable.
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Following the war, a few of the original breeders resumed their showing and breeding activities. There had been a few more imports and, in an endeavor to preserve the breed, all dogs (often regardless of their quality) were used for breeding. This is the reason that some of the dogs seen at that time were far removed from the breed we know today.




THE FIRST UK CHAMPION 


One of the only two Shih Tzu registered with The Kennel Club during 1945 was Ta Chi of Taishan, who was to become the breed’s very first champion. She descended from a Norwegian import, Choo-Choo, owned by Queen Elizabeth I. Ta Chi of Taishan’s sire was Sui-Yan and her dam was Madam Ko of  Taishan. The first champion was very highly regarded and even today there are those who still feel she was one of the most typical specimens of the breed.


 






A Tibetan cousin that is closer than you think! Clip away the Shih Tzu’s coat and his resemblance to the Tibetan Spaniel is enlightening! As evident in the close-up, the Tibetan Spaniel’s head is smaller and less round than that of the Shih Tzu.


[image: 018]







THE SHIH TZU IN AMERICA 


In 1936 the American Kennel Club (AKC) had received an application to register a Shih Tzu, and they made the erroneous statement that “the Lhassa Terrier and Shih Tzu are one and the same breed.” Britain’s Tibetan Breeds Association became involved, explaining the differences between the two.


Despite several articles appearing in the American press concerning the two different breeds, Shih Tzu from the UK were exported to the US but incorrectly registered in the US as Lhasa Apsos. This was not corrected until 1950, and during the years in between many were bred from. This problem, as will be appreciated, affected the Lhasa Apso far more than it did the Shih Tzu, resulting in Shih Tzu blood flowing in the veins of many Lhasa Apsos, even today. However, these early problems also had a negative effect on the Shih Tzu for they undoubtedly delayed its recognition in America as a separate breed.


The Pekingese-Shih Tzu cross also had an important bearing on the breed in America. In Britain the progeny of the third filial generation cross were registered as Shih Tzu, but in the US a further three generations had to be bred from the original cross before pure-bred registrations were accepted. So it was that it took until 1955 before the breed received official status in America, because only then were enthusiastic breeders able to offer sufficient proof that there was nationwide interest in the Shih Tzu. It was initially accepted as 1 of 13 breeds that could be exhibited in the Miscellaneous Class  and the first recorded public appearance of the Shih Tzu was at the Philadelphia Show in 1957.


By 1960 the Texas Shih Tzu Society and the Shih Tzu Club of America had been formed, and a gentleman by the name of Mr. Curtis was also actively involved in registering his own Shih Tzu with the AKC. The two clubs eventually combined, but Mr. Curtis did not participate in that merger. So in 1963 the American Shih Tzu Club was formed and a Stud Book was maintained. In July of that year, 369 Shih Tzu of American and foreign breeding were recorded.


In 1964 the first match show for this breed took place. Held at the home of Ingrid Coleman in Pennsylvania, there were 51 Shih Tzu entered under judge Mrs. Eunice Clark of Ohio. Winning Best in Match was Margaret Easton’s all black Si-Kiang Wu-Ling, bred by Mrs. Ingrid Colwell, whose Swedish import, Ch. Jungfeltets Jung Wu, took the award for Best of Opposite Sex. Both were descended from Scandinavian Ch. Bjornholm Wu-Ling.


A group of early dedicated breeders did much to promote the Shih Tzu, and by now it was becoming fashionable in America. A second match took place in 1965, this judged by Audrey Fowler of the UK. Things had progressed sufficiently that on March 16, 1969, the American Kennel Club allowed registration in its Stud Book, for by then there were around 3,000 Shih Tzu eligible for registration. A fascinating fact is that between the years 1960 and 1969 there were 642 imports from the UK.


Five months after the Stud Book was opened, the Shih Tzu had its very first opportunity to compete for championship points in America, and on that first day Rev. and Mrs. D. Allan Easton’s three-year-old Canadian Ch. Chumulari Ying Ying took Best in Show (BIS) at the New Brunswick Kennel Club Show in New Jersey, under judge James Trullinger. The breed judge was Alva Rosenberg, and there had been 970 dogs entered at the show. On the same day elsewhere, two other Shih Tzu won their Toy Groups, Int. Ch. Bjornholmes Pif (sire of the BIS winner) and Lakoya Princess Tanya, a one-year-old granddaughter of Pif.


Bjornholmes Pif had been imported from Denmark the previous year and had already gained his championship title in five different countries. He went on to become the first Shih Tzu champion in the US, having amassed the necessary 15 championship points in only 13 days. The following year, he tied for the award of “Top Producing Toy Sire.”


The first Shih Tzu bitch to  gain her title in the US was Ch. Chumulari Hih-Hih, a daughter of the BIS winner at the match in 1964, and another who gained her necessary points in 13 days. Ch. Lakoya Princess Tanya Shu soon followed with her title, and that year 93 Shih Tzu gained their titles. Over half of these were sired by just eight stud dogs. From then on, the Shih Tzu went on to gain rapid popularity, with the first specialty show with championship points held at Portland, Oregon in 1973.




PIONEERS IN AMERICA 


We have already read about Rev. D. Allan Easton and his wife, Margaret, co-owners of the Chumulari affix. It was Rev. Easton who saw what were believed to have been the last two Shih Tzu to leave Peking. These were bred by Alfred Kohen and purchased by the British Consul. The first Shih Tzu the Eastons managed to buy was Si-Kiang’s Tashi, in 1961. They also imported Wei-Honey Gold of Elfann and Jemima of Lhakang from England, and later Swiss and Czechoslovakian Ch. Tangra v. Tschomo Lungma, from Germany. This bitch, who went on to become a Canadian champion, was in whelp when she came to America and produced the famous Am-Can. Ch. Chumulari Ying Ying, who sired at least 29 champions.


Ingrid Colwell (Si-Kiang) was another of the breed’s pioneers in America. She was born in Sweden, the daughter of a breeder, and purchased her first Shih Tzu in Germany in 1958. She came to the US in 1960, bringing with her four Shih Tzu that formed her foundation stock. This enthusiastic breeder was soon joined by the import Jungfaltets Wu-Pa. It was so very sad that Ingrid Colwell died tragically in 1968.


Mary and Jack Woods (Mariljac) obtained their first Shih Tzu from the UK in 1959 and were instrumental in helping to set up the American Shih Tzu Club. After the death of her husband, Mrs. Wood continued breeding under the same affix with Norman Patton of Dragonwyck fame. Among his many top-winning Shih Tzu is Ch. Dragonwyck The Great Gatsby.


Bill and Joan Kibler’s Encore Chopsticks won the Shih Tzu Club’s specialty for six consecutive years. Although he himself was retired by the time the breed was recognized in 1969, he certainly made his mark on the breed, for he sired no fewer than 14 champions.
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