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  Note
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  This play is a fictional reimagining of the events that led to the creation of IVF. Some scenes, events and characters are based on research and testimony, others are completely imagined by the writer.




  




  This ebook was created before the end of rehearsals and so may differ slightly from the play as performed.




  

    

  




  




  Somewhere in the space a woman screams. It is excruciating.




  Scene One – The Butcher




  St George’s Hospital London (1958).




  A chaotic hospital scene. DEBORAH ATKINSON has blood all over her gown, legs and face. She is in extraordinary pain. She convulses and contorts and screams. It is grotesque and violent. Two nurses work hard to provide comfort. PATRICK STEPTOE is also working hard to comfort her but without success. DEBORAH enters a new wave of pain. NURSE 1 tries to restrain her.




  PATRICK. Do not hold her down. Do not restrain her. Hello. My name is Patrick. Can you hear me?




  DEBORAH screams.




  I am here to help you. If you can hear me can you… can you tell me your – (To NURSE 1.) Do we know her name?




  The NURSES don’t respond.




  Her name. What is this patient’s first name?




  NURSE 1. I’m sorry, Doctor Steptoe, I don’t know.




  DEBORAH screams and contorts.




  PATRICK. Can we find out her first name please?




  NURSE 2. Shouldn’t we sedate her?




  PATRICK. If one of you could please determine her name and one of you please prepare the sedative that would be excellent.




  DEBORAH screams.




  Now, please.




  NURSE 1 and NURSE 2 jump into action.




  NURSE 1. Of course.




  PATRICK. Thank you.




  NURSE 1 exits. DEBORAH continues to contort and writhe in pain.




  PATRICK (to DEBORAH). I am a doctor. We are going to help you. I know that you are in pain. I know that you are suffering terrible discomfort, but I am going to help you. Can you hear me? Can you see me? I am going to inject you now and after the injection you are going to feel much better. You are going to be much more comfortable very soon.




  NURSE 2 hands PATRICK a needle. DEBORAH sees the needle and reacts.




  NURSE 2. Shall I hold her down, now?




  PATRICK. No.




  Finally, PATRICK manages to sedate her. Over time her breathing settles, she gradually becomes comfortable and calm.




  There you go. That’s better. (To NURSE 2.) Swab, please.




  NURSE 2 hands him a swab. PATRICK holds it to DEBORAH’s mouth to stop the flow of blood. He cradles her head as he does so. It is an image of care and tenderness.




  NURSE 1 re-enters.




  NURSE 1. Deborah. Her name is Deborah Atkinson.




  PATRICK. Thank you, nurse. Anything else?




  NURSE 1. No. I didn’t… do you want her middle name as well?




  PATRICK. No. I don’t want her middle name, no. Do we know what on earth happened to Deborah this evening?




  NURSE 1. She was brought in by a man.




  PATRICK. A man?




  NURSE 1. Yeah.




  PATRICK. What man?




  NURSE 2. He’s not here. He dropped her outside and ran off.




  PATRICK. Lovely. Do we know her age?




  NURSE 1. No. Eighteen I’d say, round about that.




  PATRICK. Family? Somebody must be connected to her.




  NURSE 2. I’ll put her name on the board and give instructions to all staff in case anyone calls with a missing person enquiry.




  PATRICK. Very good, and can we arrange for a clean gown and a bed bath for Deborah please?




  NURSE 2. Certainly.




  PATRICK. And a bed in a quiet area of the ward.




  NURSE 1. We don’t get to choose which bed –




  PATRICK. Please.




  NURSE 1. It’s Sister Matthews who decides –




  PATRICK. Then explain to Sister Matthews that our patient is suffering from chronic and aggressive seizures. Tell Sister Matthews that we are to expect constant disturbance from this patient and that she has already bitten off a large section of her own tongue due to, what I believe, is a reaction to sepsis or tetanus. She has been severely mistreated, and it is our job to care for her in the best way possible. Personally, I would recommend a private room but as they are reserved for a different class of patient, I would strongly advise the calmest, quietest, most peaceful bed that this hospital can offer. May we do that?




  NURSE 1. Yes, Doctor Steptoe.




  NURSE 1 exits.




  Pause. Stillness.




  NURSE 2. He’s a butcher.




  PATRICK. Who is?




  NURSE 2. The man that dropped her off.




  PATRICK. A butcher?




  NURSE 2. Yeah.




  PATRICK. How do you know that?




  NURSE 2. I saw him… I know… I knew him once. A long time ago.




  PATRICK. I see. I see. A butcher?




  NURSE 2. Yes.




  Beat




  PATRICK. And where does this butcher live?




  NURSE 2. –




  PATRICK. Where is his butcher’s shop?




  NURSE 2. –




  PATRICK. I’m sorry I don’t know your name.




  NURSE 2 grows increasingly nervous at his questions.




  Please tell me your name so that I can talk to you properly.




  NURSE 2. Elizabeth. Betty.




  PATRICK. It’s nice to meet you, Betty. You are a very capable nurse.




  NURSE 2. Thank you.




  PATRICK. And why did you become a nurse, Betty?




  NURSE 2. Why does anybody become a nurse? To help people.




  PATRICK. Not everybody enters medicine for the same reasons. Yours is a good one.
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