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FASHION, CULTURE & ENTERTAINMENT


Steve McQueen dies


Movie Legend Steve McQueen died a premature death at the age of 50 on 7 November 1980 from a rare and painful form of lung cancer. Born on 21 March 1930 in Beech Grove, Indiana, McQueen never knew his father and was brought up by his uncle in Missouri, where he was left by his mother, until the age of 12 when he moved with her to Los Angeles. Two years later his mother sent him to a reformatory school. He left school and joined the US Marine Corps in 1947. Five years later he began acting lessons with the financial support of the Gl Bill (the US Bill of Rights or Serviceman’s Readjustment Act which provided college or vocational training for Gls).


Having triumphed over a poor education and a broken home, McQueen went on to become one of the most prolific movie actors of all time. He was one of the most sought-after superstars in the world with his tanned and rugged good looks and lived his life to the full both on and off screen.


Despite his success as an actor he considered giving it up to follow his other true passion – racing. He was experienced with both motorbikes and cars on the professional circuit. These talents gave him the ability to perform his own driving stunts in movies. Luckily he committed himself to the big screen and films such as The Great Escape, The Sand Pebbles, Nevada Smith, Bullitt, Papillon and The Getaway are all considered classics by film critics and fans alike. It was The Magnificent Seven, in 1960, which launched his film career and made him a superstar.


McQueen possessed a captivating on-screen persona and was known for being difficult to work with and his dislike of directors and producers is well documented.


In 1997, modern technology put him at the steering wheel of a Ford Puma in a TV commercial, driving around to the Bullitt soundtrack.


[image: Illustration]


[image: Illustration]


Steve McQueen shortly before his death and in a scene from the film ‘Bullitt’.


Kickers/stonewashed/stretch jeans


Chunky, colourful Kickers from Belgium, with their little flower-shaped leather logo attached to the laces, caused chaos in 1980. Manufacturers couldn’t make them quickly enough and they were so popular that shoe shops stayed open until late in the evenings waiting for delivery.


They were not just for the young and trendy; older generations were snapping up Kickers too. Kickers are owned and licensed by the Pentland Group plc, who also own some of the world’s best-known shoe and sporting goods brands. For its first 50 years the group was an obscure manufacturer, but under the helm of chairman R S Rubin the company reached a global platform in the early 1980s.


At the same time as Kickers were walking out of every shoe shop in the country, stretch jeans and stonewashed fabrics became extremely popular. Jeans originally came from a material made in Europe and probably got their name from the sailors from Genoa, in Italy, who wore clothes made from this material. The word denim originated at the same time from a particular French material from Nimes, called serge de Nimes, which was a durable twill-woven cotton fabric with traditionally blue warp and white filling threads. In 1853, Leob Strauss began a wholesale business, later changing his name to Levi. But it was the 1930s Westerns on the big screen that gave jeans their popularity.


By 1980, stonewashed jeans – first created by François Girbaud – were popular, following the pre-washed look from designer Jack Spence for Lee. The effect was created by using pea gravel, then pumice which floated around with the jeans rather than lying at the bottom of the wash. Turkish stones were preferred for their porous qualities along with stones from Sicily, but supply for these is, even today, limited.
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Kickers boot.


Also around this time, denim mixed with other fabrics became the norm and polyamide, lycra – creating the stretch effect – and polypropylene or polyester were used along with a 100 per cent nylon net which has special bonding effects, creating a more active look. The trends that became so popular in the early 1980s continue today with two-way stretch fabrics, special coatings and rubberised effects.
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Men’s fashion in 1980.


Rubik’s Cube


Originally called the Magic Cube, the Rubik’s Cube was re-manufactured, renamed and launched in May 1980. It is known to be the world’s biggest-selling toy and there have been over 300 million sales of the Cube and its imitations sold worldwide.


Erno Rubik, a Hungarian sculptor and professor of architecture, invented the Magic Cube in 1974. It is a mechanical puzzle made of plastic, shaped in a cube which is available in four different versions: the 2x2x2 or pocket cube; the 3x3x3 and the 4x4x4, known as ‘Rubik’s Revenge’; or the 5x5x5, called the ‘Professor’s Cube’. The 3x3x3 cube was the most popular and is made of 27 unit cubes. Faces of each cube are covered by stickers which come in six colours, the object of the puzzle being to make each side of the cube a solid colour. In 2005, to celebrate the twenty-fifth anniversary of Rubik’s cube, a special edition with a central sticker reading ‘Rubik’s Cube 1980-2005’, was released in a presentation box.
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The Rubik’s Cube in action.



Pacman



Pacman (also known as Puckman) was first released in 1980 and was an extremely popular arcade game. Developed by Namco and licensed by Midway, it is universally considered one of the classics and landmarks of all arcade games and was synonymous with video games during the 1980s. An icon of the decade’s popular culture it was a non-violent game which appealed to all ages.


The game was developed by Toru Iwatani, who devised a maze game where players move the Pacman (a yellow circle with a mouth) to navigate the maze while ‘eating’ small dots and other items. The player moves up a level when all dots and items are eaten. However, the player must also out-manoeuvre the four ghosts, Blinky, Pinky, Indy and Clyde, who are out to catch the Pacman. The ghosts are released from a ‘ghost pen’ one by one at the start of each level.


Initially called Puckman after the Japanese for ‘he eats, he eats’, the game received a lukewarm reception in Japan where games such as Space Invaders were more popular. However, release in the US resulted in a worldwide phenomenon within the video game industry and the style of game-play became widely imitated by competitors.
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The very addictive video arcade game ‘Pacman’.


Fruit of the Loom


It took more than 100 years for Fruit of the Loom to become a popular style of clothing. The daughter of Rufas Skeel, a cotton merchant, designed the logo (which remains unchanged to this day) in 1851 to draw attention to her father’s clothes in his shop in Providence, Rhode Island.


The fruit paintings were then used as a trademark by cloth maker Robert Knight who thought the designs were perfect for his trade name ‘Fruit of the Loom’. The distinct apple, grapes, currants and leaves logo is ranked one of the most recognisable trademarks worldwide. Knight received a patent number (418) for the brand in 1871, just one year after trade laws were passed by Congress.


In 1980, the collections featured classic and contemporary styling combined with comfortable cotton fabrics which were available in many shops. The company was, and still is, committed to its customers and as a vertically integrated manufacturer controls the quality of garments from start to finish. Fruit of the Loom manufactures its own yarn, knit and cloth. It cuts and sews the fabrics as well as packaging the clothes for sale.


MUSIC


March


The Jam’s burgeoning popularity was evident this month when their tenth single, ‘Going Underground’ (a double A side with ‘Dreams of Children’) went straight in at Number 1; a newsworthy feat, last achieved by Slade six years previously. Advance orders looked to be sufficient for the single to debut at the top but record company Polydor made no mistake, issuing the first 100,000 copies as a double pack with a three-track live EP and releasing it on a Tuesday, rather than the usual Friday, allowing a full week of sales to register.


The Jam were midway through an American tour which was swiftly truncated to allow them to return home in time to appear on Top of the Pops. To celebrate, frontman Paul Weller inexplicably wore a Heinz Tomato Ketchup apron inside out. The band had three further chart-toppers, including, in December 1982, their final single ‘Beat Surrender’.
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The Jam – Paul Weller, Rick Buckler and Bruce Foxton perform on stage.


Hazel O’Connor in a scene from the film ‘Breaking Glass’.


August


The premiere of the feature film Breaking Glass in London took moviegoers back to the punk movement of just a few years earlier. Starring bleach-blonde singer/actress Hazel O’Connor, it depicted the rapid rise to fame and equally swift fall from grace of her punk band, and provided rather grittier viewing than the equally popular Fame. She picked up a BAFTA nomination, and was the first female to both star in a hit film and write/perform its soundtrack.


Producer Tony Visconti of David Bowie/Marc Bolan fame had lent his backing to the project, and also played bass on the resulting album which spawned the hit singles ‘Eighth Day’ (en route to Number 5 this very month) and ‘Will You?’ Ironically, O’Connor’s own career would be blighted by management and record-label disputes in echoes of her trouble-torn character and she would never eclipse this first celluloid success despite a later one-woman show titled Beyond Broken Glass.


September


The year that would come to a shocking close with the murder of John Lennon had already witnessed the passing of several other musicians. During the night of 24 September 1980 Led Zeppelin drummer John ‘Bonzo’ Bonham choked on his own vomit after a prodigious drinking spree. The tragedy effectively ended Zeppelin’s career. The remaining members issued a press statement which said: ‘We wish it to be known that the loss of our dear friend and the deep respect we have for his family together with the sense of undivided harmony felt by ourselves and our manager, have led us to decide that we could not continue as we were.’


In the early hours of 19 February, lead singer of Australian hard rockers AC/DC Bon (Ronald Belford) Scott was found dead in a friend’s car in London. Like Bonham, Scott had been imbibing heavily; the cause of death was recorded as ‘acute alcoholic poisoning’. He was replaced by Brian Johnson, former vocalist with British glam-era outfit Geordie.


Joy Division, an influential post-punk quartet from Manchester, looked to be on the verge of major success with their second album ‘Closer’ ready for release and an American tour imminent when singer lan Curtis hung himself at home on 18 May. Depression and a worsening epileptic condition caused Curtis to take his own life.


A heroin overdose killed Malcolm Owen vocalist of the Ruts, best known for their punk/reggae fusion and the single ‘Babylon’s Burning’. Following his death in July, the others in the band continued for two more albums as Ruts DC.
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AC/DC.
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Led Zeppelin drummer John Bonham.


In October, Steve Peregrine Took, part of the original Tyrannosaurus Rex with Marc Bolan, died after choking on a cherry stone whilst in a haze after taking drugs. Following his dismissal from the duo in 1969, the former Stephen Porter had only enjoyed peripheral involvement with music.


November


The latest youth cult to emerge in Britain was New Romantic. Its early standard-bearers were Spandau Ballet, a London quintet who released their debut single ‘To Cut A Long Story Short’ in November.


The trend, which emerged in London clubs Billy’s and Blitz, sported a look reminiscent of Glam Rock with men resplendent in foppish finery, from kilts and velvet breeches to frilly shirts and make-up. David Bowie was regarded as the godfather of New Romantic; the video for his 1980 single ‘Ashes to Ashes’ featured up-and-coming figures like Steve Strange of Visage.


A different strand of the movement arose simultaneously in Birmingham’s Rum Runner club where Duran Duran, Spandau Ballet’s major rivals, were the house band. Duran keyboardist Nick Rhodes compared the two scenes. ‘People were going out to enjoy themselves in Birmingham. In London people went out to pose in a corner and scowl at people who didn’t have the right haberdashery.’
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Spandau Ballet and arch rivals Duran Duran.


Steve Strange (right) of the New Romantic group Visage.


December


The assassination of John Lennon on 8 December sent shock waves not only through the music business but around the world. The 40-year-old ex-Beatle had spent the last five years out of the public eye, preferring to spend his time bringing up son Sean, and had just released his comeback album ‘Double Fantasy’, recorded with wife Yoko Ono.


John’s decision to devote himself to family life rather than work had seen him take advantage of his relative anonymity to go on long walks with Sean round Central Park, visiting the circus and taking holidays. Musical activities would have to wait ‘until we feel we can take time off...maybe when Sean is about three or four.’


The man who brought him back to music was mogul David Geffen who, having discovered the Eagles among other groups, had now founded his own label. Five years of silence had ended in November with the release of ‘Double Fantasy’, its songs reflecting a new philosophy, while the single ‘(Just Like) Starting Over’ was John’s first hit for six and a half years.


Lennon had rediscovered his urge to make music, and the world awaited his next move with interest. Sadly, the wait would be a long one. John and Yoko were approaching the Dakota building after a day at the recording studio when they were accosted by Mark Chapman, an unknown 25-year-old security guard from Hawaii to whom Lennon had given his autograph earlier in the day. He was obsessed with Lennon and had, it appeared, been stalking the Liverpudlian for three days before shooting him five times at point-blank range.
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Crowds gather outside the Dakota building after the news of John Lennon’s death.


Lennon was rushed to Roosevelt Memorial Hospital, but was pronounced dead half an hour after arrival. As the tragic news spread like wildfire, crowds of grieving New Yorkers gathered outside the Dakota in the darkness. Three thousand miles away in John’s home town of Liverpool, fans held a silent vigil which would be repeated by millions worldwide on 14 December at the request of Yoko Ono. The record-buying public reacted by buying his records in numbers unprecedented since the 1960s, and three different singles, ‘(Just Like) Starting Over’, ‘Imagine’ and ‘Woman’, would hit Number 1 in the UK in just seven weeks.


SPORT


Five times Borg


Bjorn Borg, the Swede with the ice cold temperament, captured his fifth consecutive Wimbledon singles title in July when he defeated the immensely talented but volatile John McEnroe in a four hour five-setter which captivated the crowd.
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Mark Chapman, the convicted assassin of John Lennon.
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John McEnroe in action against Bjorn Borg in their epic Wimbledon Men’s final.


McEnroe took the first set 6-1, suggesting an upset was on the cards but Borg battled back to take the next two, before relinquishing number four in a tie-break. Set up for the perfect finale, the Swede eventually won the battle of wills to come out the 8-6 winner in the last set.


Borg had set out to write himself into the record books and be regarded as one of the greatest ever players. With this, his final Wimbledon victory, he had certainly done that.


The following year, McEnroe reversed the result and for the next few years he became the man to beat. But despite his Wimbledon victories he was never able to dominate the tournament quite like the great Swede.


Moscow Olympic Games


Despite the absence of Kenya, West Germany and USA, who held a boycott, the Moscow Olympics proved to be a remarkable success.


Many feared that, with three major medal-winning nations avoiding the games, competition would suffer somewhat but once the events were under way all worries were proved unfounded.
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Borg celebrates his victory for a fifth year.
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Ovett pulls ahead of Coe to win the Olympic Games 800m.


Britain produced some outstanding gold medal winners if not that many.


On the track Steve Ovett and Sebastian Coe both raced to glory in the 800 metres and 1500 metres respectively, Allan Wells took the 100 metres and Daley Thompson became the first Briton to win an Olympic decathlon.
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British swimmers Duncan Goodhew and David Wilkie.


Daley Thompson celebrates his gold medal in Moscow.


Wells came close to achieving the sprint double but was just edged out by the Italian Pietro Mennea in the 200 metres. Elsewhere on the track the man who became known as ‘Yifter The Shifter’, Miruts Yifter, did the 5,000 and 10,000 metres double for Ethiopia.


In the pool, the distinctive bald-headed Duncan Goodhew struck gold for Britain in the 100 metres breaststroke and Sharron Davies produced a 400 metres individual medley silver. For the most part the swimming events were dominated by the Eastern bloc as were the women’s gymnastics.


The charming Nadia Comaneci returned to the Olympic stage and took two gold medals but had to give way to the tiny Russian star Yelena Davydova for the all-round individual title. The team title went to the home nation.


Certain sports as always were dominated by individual countries; for example the boxing had a distinctive Cuban flavour as only one of the eleven weights failed to have a medallist from the land of Castro. The Cubans took six golds, topped off by Teofilio Stevenson, who for the third successive games took the heavyweight crown. On the water, the German Democratic Republic took every gold medal bar one for the men’s rowing.


Muhammad Ali’s return


Boxing folklore says great fighters should never come back, and the great Muhammad Ali proved that this holds good for even the finest exponents of the noble art.


Ali had become a much loved figure around the globe as, over a lengthy career, he had turned his sometime calculated youthful brashness into a knowing maturity which had seen him through some increasingly testing times in the ring as the years moved on. He was undoubtedly ‘The Greatest’ but had started to take a few too many punches before his retirement in 1981.


Many fighters have been tempted back into the ring for various reasons, often financial, sometimes because of ego, frequently due to not being able to live without that adrenalin rush they get when entering the ring.


Whatever Ali’s reasons, they were ill-conceived for he appeared just a shadow of his former self.
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Friends and relatives listen to Lech Walesa (centre) outside the gates of the Lenin shipyard in Gdansk, Poland.
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Muhammad Ali gives a press conference before his fight with Larry Holmes in Las Vegas.


In October, at the age of 38, he got into the ring with Larry Holmes, a very good fighter who would have given Ali a run for his money when the ex-champion was at his peak. Needless to say, timing and fleetness of foot were consigned to history as Ali stumbled his way as far as the tenth round before the referee stopped the fight. One can imagine that Holmes got little satisfaction from the victory.


As if to compound the aberration, Ali did not hang up his gloves permanently after the fight, for the following year he took on Trevor Berbick in the Bahamas only to taste defeat once again. Berbick was the kind of opponent who would have given Ali little trouble ten years earlier.


There is no sadder sight than watching a once great sportsman plying his trade like an also ran, and Ali was no exception.


POLITICS & CURRENT AFFAIRS


Solidarity


After an apparent easing of the authoritarian regime, Polish shipyard workers formed an organisation called Solidarity in September. This was a trade union movement that had sprung out of the crippling strikes which had brought concessions from the Edward Gierek government. The Gdansk shipyard worker Lech Walesa took the role of movement leader, and as his star rose in the public’s eye, Gierek fell from grace, under the guise of having heart problems, to be replaced by Stanislaw Kania, the man in charge of security matters.


Kania’s background indicated that tolerance towards the workers might not stretch too far; this was actually proven the following year, but via a different party.


In December 1981, General Jaruzelski, regarded as a moderate, brought in martial law to quell continuing unrest. Over 14.000 trade union members were arrested including Lech Walesa, troops could be found at all the major points of real or potential dissent and fighting broke out between workers and security forces. The Silesian coalfields were the scene for bitter clashes that left seven dead and the Gdansk shipyards turned into a battlefield which left 300 people injured. The next month food riots broke out with Gdansk at the centre of the protest, although later in the year Walesa was set free.
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Walesa in trade unionist pose.


Noises were made by Jaruzelski, that although he had taken harsh measures, in the long run the people of Poland would benefit from the government’s new policy. Communist party officials were not immune to the cleaning up process, as a number found themselves in the dock for crimes against the state, the highest profile individual being the disgraced Gierek.


The fallout from the Polish unrest had spread to virtually every other Eastern bloc country by the end of the decade.


SAS storm Iranian Embassy


In a real life drama played out on national television, an elite force of Special Air Service personnel, stormed the Iranian Embassy in Knightsbridge on 5 May to end a stand-off that had existed for nearly a week.


A group of gunmen had been demanding the release of political prisoners in Iran and had taken a number of hostages within the building to back up their demands.
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SAS commandos storm the Iranian Embassy.


Once they had started killing their captives (the body of the press attaché had been thrown outside onto the steps) and threatened to kill others, the SAS had no alternative but to take dramatic action. Firstly, television viewers could see an explosion on the first floor, then flames leaping from the building. A BBC employee who had been caught up in the situation emerged from within, much to the surprise of the SAS men on the balcony. Another explosion boomed out and gunfire punctuated the normally genteel surroundings. At the rear of the building more personnel abseiled from the roof and burst through the windows.


The story that emerged from the inside, included an heroic act from PC Trevor Lock who had been on duty at the time of the hostage taking.


He had managed to secrete his revolver and at the moment the SAS attack commenced he grappled with the terrorist leader, allowing the Special Forces to kill the man before he had time to do any further damage.


In just over ten minutes, four of the five gunmen were dead and 19 hostages led to safety. Unfortunately, an Iranian diplomat lost his life, and another was badly wounded, when the terrorists started shooting at the first signs of SAS action.


Due to the sheer professionalism of the Special Forces, loss of life had been kept to a minimum and proved how necessary such a unit is.
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Ronald Reagan at his ranch in California shortly before his inauguration as president.


Ronald Reagan wins the presidency


Outside of the USA, the idea of a jobbing ex-actor making it to the top of the political tree is very unlikely but in November 1980 the impossible happened. Ronald Reagan, former governor of California, was voted into the White House.


The troubled Carter administration, which had battled with problems ranging from the Iran hostage crisis to major energy problems, finally succumbed at the ballot box. The public had been unhappy with the regime for some considerable time and rewarded Reagan with a landslide victory.


The Carter/Mondale ticket was blown away by the Republican pairing of Reagan and George Bush, with the final figures making uncomfortable reading for Democrat supporters. Reagan won all but 6 of the 50 states, the voting being 43.9 million to 35.4 million. Carter also carried the ignominy of being the first presiding president to be beaten since Herbert Hoover in 1932.
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