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Between the Milestones
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The great dates in Scotland’s history are well known. Not many people need to be told that the Battle of Bannockburn was in 1314, or that the King of Scots also became King of England in 1603, or that Scotland gave up its independence in 1707. But there are many steps between milestones, and all sorts of happenings that don’t get into the history books. The selection offered here lights up certain moments which, in their own ways, stand out as fragments of a much greater whole, chosen for their human interest as well as their historical relevance.


Some of the happenings occurred in the shade of great events. Others catch a significant moment in an ongoing trend. They are in date order from the year 43 CE, with the first written reference to a Scottish place name. Occasionally, links between events at different times are noted. The variety is wide. Scotland certainly has a generous quota of ‘firsts’ to be proud of, matched by disappointments and some spectacular failures. There is much to celebrate; there are also regrets. Like every country, it is also a land of ‘if onlys’ and might-have-beens – disasters avoided or opportunities lost.


To select nearly 150 ‘moments’ from such a span of years and range of actions is a privilege, but involves making invidious choices. The only strict element in choosing has been to maintain a balance between the doings of both sexes. Otherwise, the attempt has been to catch something elusive: hints of how the Scots of past – and more recent – times have seen themselves and their country.









43 CE



Who Were the Orcadians?
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In this year, four Roman legions stormed the south coast of the island of Great Britain and fought their way as far as present-day Colchester. The Emperor Claudius paid a short visit in September to receive the submission of eleven tribal kings. According to some sources, he was also asked by envoys from the Orcades (Orkney) to put their islands under Roman protection from their enemies.


None of the sources is contemporary; the information comes from the historians Orosius (died 420) and Eutropius (died 400). But both had access to ancient manuscripts, and no obvious reason for inventing the story. The name ‘Orcades’ was certainly known, possibly from as long ago as the North Sea voyage of Pytheas around 325 BCE. It was first noted in the writings of the Roman geographer Pomponius Mela, writing around 45 CE.


It has been suggested that Orkney might have been recently colonised by invaders from the south who felt insecure and knew of Rome as a superpower. It would certainly say something about the effectiveness of south–north communication. But though Orkney’s name was established, who the Orcadians of the time were is less certain.





84 CE



Mons Graupius
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The territory later known as Scotland enters the written record in the first-century Roman writer Pliny’s reference in his Naturalis Historia to ‘Caledonia Silva’, the Caledonian Forest. It recurs in the Roman writer Tacitus’s history of his father-in-law, Julius Agricola, appointed Governor of the recently conquered southern part of Britain. From 80 CE, Agricola made expeditions as far as the Forth-Clyde line and met increasing resistance from the tribal groups. In 84, he made a march further north, determined to crush resistance, with a strong force and support from ships offshore.


The eventual battle site, Mons Graupius, was in the vicinity of Bennachie in Aberdeenshire. The Caledonians were said to number 30,000, with war chariots. Agricola had 12–15,000 auxiliaries, infantry and cavalry, plus an unrecorded number of regular legionaries. The battle was an overwhelming victory for the Romans, who claimed 10,000 Caledonians slain against only 360 of their own.


Their victory did not win the campaign. The Caledonians remained unsubdued and held their ground, leading to the eventual construction of Roman frontier walls. And the words put by Tacitus into the mouth of the Caledonian leader Calgacus have always resounded in Scotland: ‘You Caledonians have never been slaves … They rob, kill and rape and this they call Roman rule. They make a desert and call it peace.’





140


Another Wall
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Only a few years after the completion of Hadrian’s Wall, the Roman governor of Britannia supervised the building of a further wall, across the narrowest part of Caledonia between Forth and Clyde. Named for the reigning Emperor Antoninus Pius, it was a 37-mile rampart of turf on a stone base with a wide ditch. The reason for construction may have been to provide a protective zone for the more or less pacified tribal groups living just beyond Hadrian’s Wall (some of whose young men joined, or were forced into, the army as auxiliary troops), but it seems most likely that the whole area south of the new wall was to be Romanised. Indeed, this was virtually claimed by Antoninus when he accepted the title of Imperator, awarded only after an important military victory, in 142.


However, the Antonine Wall was a failure. Within 12 years its forts were abandoned and burned, either by the Romans themselves or the Caledonians. Briefly reoccupied between 160 and 163, and perhaps again later in the century, from around 207, it was left to crumble.





208


A Classic Put-Down
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The Romans kept on trying. In 208, another Emperor, Septimius Severus, arrived with an army to consolidate Roman control south of the Antonine Wall and to mount a punitive campaign against the Caledonians. The Caledonians carefully avoided a pitched battle, and the Roman advance, to within a few miles of the Moray Firth, ended in a treaty. Its terms are not recorded but there were enough concessions to enable the emperor to add Britannicus to his names. His consort, Julia Domna, was with him, and the Roman historian Cassius Dio records that after the treaty was made, she met the wife of a Caledonian notable, whose name is latinised as Argentocoxus (‘Silver Leg’). The two ladies ended up discussing the sexual customs of Romans and Caledonians, and the empress made a jesting comment about the notorious freedom of Caledonian women in their relations with men. The other replied scathingly: ‘We fulfil the demands of nature in a much better way than you Roman women. We have intercourse openly with the best men – you allow yourselves to be seduced in secret by the worst of men.’


It is Scotland’s first recorded example of the put-down, humour used as a weapon in conversational warfare, which would become a national favourite.


Once the Romans had returned beyond Hadrian’s Wall, the tribal group known as the Maeatae and the Caledonians resumed their former behaviour. The army came back, led by Septimius’s son Antoninus (‘Caracalla’), on a campaign of intended extermination which was cut short by the emperor’s death at York on 4 February 211, and Caracalla’s hurried return to Rome.





367


The Picts Assist the
Formation of ‘England’
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With central control of the Roman Empire failing, the tribal groups around the rim grew bolder in raiding the farms, villas and commercial centres of the Roman province of Britannia. In this year, despite their own rivalries, a concerted attack was launched by Picts, Scots (from Ireland) and a tribal group known to the Latin speakers as the Attacotti, whose home territory is not known, but may have been the Western Isles. Plunder was their aim, not settlement, and although they overran much of the province, as far as the capital, Londinium, they mostly returned to their own regions with their booty. The dynamic Roman general Theodosius restored order in 369 and appears to have contracted with the southern tribes to police the area between Hadrian’s Wall and what remained of the Antonine Wall, as some of his predecessors had also done. This did not deter the Picts, who bypassed the Walls by sea and raided inland from east and west.


Indeed, the Picts made an involuntary contribution to the anglicisation of England-to-be, as with the end of Roman rule in 410, and the ensuing period of confusion, the beleaguered Romano-British community struggled to maintain themselves. Around 430, their leader Vortigern made alliances with immigrant Saxons to fight off Pictish raiders at strategic places. The Picts went home – the Saxons stayed on.





498


Dalriada
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Scotland and Ireland are visible from each other and twoway trading, refugee movements and other contacts extended far into the past. (When Agricola came to Galloway in 80, an Irish chieftain crossed to ask for Roman help in tribal war.) But this year has always been taken as a definitive moment in history, with the arrival of a tribal leader, Fergus McErc, and his brothers Loarn and Oengus. Their generic name was Scoti, with a fabulous past traced back to a pharaoh’s daughter, Scota; and they brought the name of their Irish home Dàl Riata to define their territorial claim. Over the next fifty years, three distinct territories emerged, named for each McErc’s cineal (kinship group), with the principal kinship being that of Fergus’s family, the Cinael Gabhrain (after his grandson, Gabhran). The others were the Cinael Loairn (seen in presentday Lorne), and the Cinael Oengus, centred on Islay and Jura.


The language of the Scots was the form of Gaelic then spoken in Ireland, which gradually came to differ in some respects from the Irish. They were already Christians, with monks and holy men, and a first abbey was established on the island of Ioua (transliterated by later scribes as Iona) by Columcille (St Columba) around 565.


It is easy to surmise, perhaps wrongly, that the first years of organised rule would concentrate on agriculture and construction of houses and shelters. The Scots’ aristocrat-led tribal system certainly included the use of slaves, with cadres of warriors and lawmen, perhaps also druidic figures possessed of ancient lore and spells. There would have been ample opportunity to explore and define the new territory that acquired the name of Argyll (coastland of the Gaels).





556


Scots, Keep Out
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Much of what’s known of Pictish-Scots relations from the fifth to the eighth centuries is based on conjecture from later written sources, with names and events which are often hard to date. The first historically recorded Pictish king is Bridei, son of Maelcon, whose base was at, or near, Inverness and who ruled from around now to 586.


At this time, the Scots, established in the Argyll area and looking for expansion room because of growing numbers and internal rivalries, appear to have attempted movement northwards up the Great Glen. Whether there was a clear frontier of Bridei’s domains is unlikely, but he led an army southwards and checked the Scots’ advance. Gabhràn, King of the Scots, was killed. The Scots were also looking eastwards, and the Pictish rock fort of Dundurn in Strathearn dates from around now.


This Bridei was the Pictish king to whom Columcille (Columba), Abbot of Iona, paid a diplomatic visit in 565, at a time when relations were stable. The Scots’ expansion urge had acquired a missionary dimension: the Picts were still pagans. Columcille’s biographer recorded that at Bridei’s court there was a Scots slave girl and a Pictish sub-king of Orkney. Bridei’s reign ended in 584 in a battle, probably a succession struggle, at an unidentified location recorded as Asreth, perhaps in Angus.





685


Fortriu
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The Romans had identified a tribe which they called Verturiones. The name recurs in Fortriu, one of the regions of Pictland, stretching on the eastern side from Aberdeenshire to Tarbat Ness. By the late seventh century, it was dominant among the northern Pictish kingdoms. The Pictish kingdoms to the south had been conquered in 671 by the Anglo-Saxon Northumbrians under the warlike King Ecgfrith but remained restive. Fortriu, too, had an active king, Bridei son of Beli, who in 681 had sent a force to assert his rule in the Orkneys, and in 683 had defeated the Scots of Dalriada. As resistance to Northumbrian rule grew, Ecgfrith led an army north to crush the Picts. At a site until recently held to be near Forfar, Dún Nechtain in Gaelic, Nechtansmere in Old English, Pictish name unknown, the Northumbrians, trapped among low hills, were utterly defeated, and Ecgfrith was killed. The independence of the southern Picts was restored. Bridei’s successes confirmed the pre-eminence of Fortriu in Pictland.


A more recent idea among scholars of the era has been to locate the battle of Nechtansmere much further north, at Dunachton (Dùn Neachdain) in Badenoch, on circumstantial and topographic rather than positive evidence. It seems a long way for the Northumbrians to advance through hostile territory, but then the same might have been said of Agricola’s and Severus’s armies.





710


Expulsion of the Ionan Clergy
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The early eighth century was a time of religious stress. In the previous century, Christianity had been introduced and spread by missionaries from Ireland, with their main base on Iona, and adopted by the Pictish kings. Increasing contact with Rome had begun to highlight some discrepancies in the practice of the Scots clergy. Concern about this began in Northumbria, where the Synod of Whitby in 664 confirmed Roman practice as correct. The Ionan monks and priests lost the argument but continued in their own ways.


In this year, the Pictish king Nechtan, who had established friendly relations with Northumbria, declared that the church in his kingdom would follow the Roman practice. The Northumbrian church helped in this. Nechtan followed up in 717 by expelling all the Scots clergy. The Ionans had finally fallen into line in 716, but politics probably played an important part in Nechtan’s action. To the Picts, the Northumbrians, their hegemony destroyed in 685, now seemed a useful ally against the expansion-minded Scots. And a Gaelic-speaking clergy might have seemed a potentially subversive element in the Pictish kingdom.


Nechtan had a stormy career. In 724 he retired to a monastery, possibly under duress. There was infighting among strongman competitors for the kingship. With the help of Onuist (Oengus), probably a sub-king from southern Pictland, Nechtan defeated his rivals Drest and Elpin, resuming his reign in 730, with Onuist as his successor.





794


The Fury of the Norsemen
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For some years before 794, the Vikings had set up bases in Shetland and Orkney. This was the year in which they began to raid down the coasts and islands. The inhabitants, whether Picts or Scots, were Christians and however much they fought in dynastic and territorial rivalries, the monasteries and churches were places of security. The Norsemen were pagans and to them the religious sites, mostly near the sea to be accessible by boat, were easy, undefended sources of plunder.


Historians, reasonably enough, record the Vikings in later centuries as being traders, but at this stage they were merely raiders, relying on terror and butchery to grab what they could and sail away. Each year their numbers increased, and summer was a season to be feared rather than enjoyed. By 818, Iona could no longer be habitable by the monks. A brief, brave, suicidal attempt was made by St Blathmac in 825 to restore the community.


As the ninth century wore on, successive attempts to beat the Vikings in battle failed. Perhaps only their own disunity and internal rivalries prevented them from achieving full conquest. As it was, by 889, when Harold Fairhair established the Norwegian kingdom, Shetland, Orkney, Caithness and the Hebrides were all de facto part of his realm.





839


Cináed
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The Picts and Scots put aside their rivalries to confront the Vikings, whose raiding had changed into active colonisation. In a fierce battle this year, they were defeated and their leaders killed. From the records that exist, it seems that the Pictish king Uuen was also overlord of the Scots. But in the power vacuum that existed after the disaster, there was no obvious inheritor of the kingship of either the Scots or the Picts. Confusion and danger provided the opportunity for Cináed (Kenneth) son of Alpin, probably a subchief in the Dalriadic kingdom, to assert himself as ruler of both peoples. This was easier with the Scots than with the Picts. Kenneth had to deal with at least three Pictish challengers before his claim was finally assured in 847. Clearly, he was a man of ambition, boldness and ruthlessness. Legend has it that many Pictish chiefs were killed.


At various times in the past, a Scot or a Pict had ruled as overlord. Kenneth’s aim was different. He set out to weld Picts and Scots into a single kingdom under the historic name of Alba. From his death in 858, his brother, then his nephew, ensured a continuing strong unifying control. The MacAlpins were Scotland’s first royal dynasty, though the islands, Caithness, Strathclyde and Lothian had yet to become part of a united kingdom.





973


The Ceding of Lothian
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At Chester, Edgar, recently crowned King of England, was ceremonially rowed on the River Dee by eight kings and subkings, including Malcolm, king of the Cumbrians, and Kenneth II, King of Scots. This was a very public form of homage, but for what? Possibly here, or at a later meeting, Edgar is recorded as having ceded the kingship of Lothian to Kenneth.


‘Lothian’ was something of a portmanteau term in the tenth century, covering a wide area from the Tweed to the Forth, including the border dales and meeting the semi-independent kingdom of Strathclyde. A large part, encompassing modern Berwickshire and East Lothian, was controlled by the earldom of Bamburgh. This eastern area spoke Early English; the west spoke Brittonic, and in the north-west there was already evidence of Gaelic place names.


Whatever Edgar may have ceded to Kenneth II, warfare between Northumbrian England, Scotland and Strathclyde continued into the 11th and 12th centuries. The Battle of Carham, on the Tweed, in 1018, once regarded in Scotland as a victory that clinched Scottish ownership, did not lead to a reiteration of the cession or bring an end to English efforts to own, or at least control, the area north of the Tweed (see 1482). What did happen was a steady spread of Scottish control and administration, accompanied by an increasing sense of Scottish identity, probably encouraged by the growing prestige of Edinburgh.





1040


Macbeth and Gruoch
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King Duncan I of Alba was killed in battle when he led an army into the province of Moray, once Pictish, now Gaelicised but insufficiently subservient under its ambitious mormaer or Great Steward, Macbeathad MacFindláech. Macbeth is a forename with the literal meaning ‘son of life’. He may have been responsible for the death of his predecessor as mormaer, whose widow, Gruoch, he married. Hers is a mysterious name, unique to the first recorded Queen of Alba. It may be related to Gaelic gruagach, ‘young woman’. Macbeth may have been a grandson of Duncan’s predecessor Malcolm II. Gruoch was also of royal descent. She had a son, Lulach, by her first husband.


Macbeth promptly claimed the kingship and Duncan’s sons took refuge in England, from where they maintained the claim of the eldest, Malcolm, as rightful king. Macbeth, however, reigned until 1057, successfully holding off the Earl of Orkney to the north and a pro-Malcolm revolt in 1045. His position was secure enough for him to make a visit to Rome in 1050, a jubilee year, where he would certainly have met Pope Leo IX. He was the first Scottish king to visit Europe, but almost nothing is known about the trip.


The end came in 1057 when with help from the English court, Malcolm led an army into Alba and defeated Macbeth’s force at Lumphanan. Tradition has it that Macbeth was killed by Malcolm, in person. Lulach briefly assumed the kingship until Malcolm had him assassinated in 1058 and was installed as Malcolm III. Gruoch’s fate is unknown. Retirement to a convent is most likely.


Shakespeare’s Macbeth was never intended as a ‘history’. It was written with an eye on the favour of James VI, by 1606 (probable first performance) also James I of England, celebrating his highly tenuous descent from Malcolm III.





1070


A Wedding in Dunfermline
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The refugee Saxon princess Margaret, whose family had been ousted from England by William the Conqueror, ‘united such strictness to her sweetness and such sweetness to her strictness’ that she was loved and feared by all. ‘Her mirth was never expressed in immoderate laughter,’ says her confessor Turgot, in the first known biography of a woman in Scotland. No woman and few men ever imposed themselves more on the Scottish way of life. Margaret found herself in a country whose language she could not speak, whose manners were uncouth, and in which her husband the king was treated with deplorable familiarity by persons of little social consequence. The notion of one person single-handedly overturning a jovial, hearty, old-world Gaelic society and imposing a kind of early Puritanism is of course nonsense. But Margaret can be taken to personify the way in which the binds and austerities of Anglo-Saxon thought were carried into the Scottish consciousness.


Malcolm III’s first wife, Ingibjorg, had died, and around the end of 1070 he remarried. For Margaret, to be wife to the Scottish king gave her family a strong base to help reinstate themselves in England. For Malcolm, if Edgar should have no children, a child of his and Margaret’s would be the legitimate claimant to the English throne. (It was not by chance that their sons were all given Anglo-Saxon names.)





1124


The Oldest School
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Glasgow High School claims to be Scotland’s oldest school (in continued existence) having been established as the cathedral ‘sang school’ around this year. The cathedral was still being built but the earlier monastic church had been granted cathedral status. Edinburgh High School was founded in 1128, again under church patronage. In 1124, David I acceded to the kingship, and he would be an assiduous church builder; described by a later monarch, James I, as ‘a sair saint for the crown’, because so much of the country’s money went into church building.


Both schools (for boys only) became secularly managed, even before the Reformation in Glasgow’s case. They were not always places of quiet study. In 1595, the Edinburgh pupils staged a sit-in when their autumn holiday was cancelled. Stocked with food and drink, they barricaded the building. The town council sent a senior figure, Bailie MacMorran, to break it up. His men broke open the main door but he was killed by a pistol shot, fired by 15-year-old William Sinclair. Despite the Bailie’s eminence, Sinclair never stood trial. But then, his uncle was the Earl of Caithness.


As a secular institution, Glasgow’s was known first as the Grammar School, then (1834) the High School. From 1872 it was managed by the city’s school board. When the city proposed to close it in 1976, it was reformed as a private coed school. The companion Glasgow Girls’ High School became Cleveden Secondary School in 1975. Edinburgh’s High School has been run by the town council since 1566, and King James VI gave it the ‘Royal’ in 1599 as schola regia edinburgensis. Since 1973 it has been co-educational.





1174


Humiliation at Falaise
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On 13 July, King William I of Scots was captured at Alnwick, Northumberland by troops of Henry II of England. William and his brother David were mounting a widespread campaign against Henry. The prisoner king was taken to Normandy, where Henry had been fighting the French. On 8 December, in what was called the Treaty of Falaise, William gave homage to Henry for ‘Scotia and all his other lands’ and swore an oath of fealty. The main royal castles were to be under English control, and the sons of several nobles were sent to the English court as hostages. On this basis he was allowed to return to Scotland, to face rebellion in Galloway and invasion in the north by the (Norwegian) Earl of Orkney and Caithness, followed by insurrection among supporters of the MacWilliam family, rival claimants to the crown.


Despite these troubles, William spent much time at the English court in the next 15 years, though relations worsened when the Scots nobles refused to contribute to a tax to fund Henry’s proposed crusade in 1188. At last, on 2 December 1189, soon after the accession of Richard I of England, an agreement later known as the Quitclaim (settlement) of Canterbury was made. The Treaty of Falaise was cancelled, William agreed to pay 10,000 merks of silver, the castles were restored to Scotland, and William did homage only for his properties in England.


There was no Parliament to ratify the Quitclaim, but an assembly of nobles and prelates at Musselburgh, early in 1190, agreed the terms. How the money was raised is not recorded.





1218


Filia Specialis
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The Catholic Church’s provision for its organisation in Great Britain long preceded the emergence of the separate kingdoms of England and Scotland. It made a simple north–south division, between archbishoprics at York and Canterbury. This arrangement enabled York to claim supremacy over the Scottish bishops who had set up St Andrews as their ecclesiastical capital. Given the immense influence and importance of the Church in national life, its subjection to a primate in another country was not to be endured. Wrangling, with regular appeals to successive Popes, went on through the 11th and 12th centuries.


The state of filia specialis – special daughter – of the Roman Church was first extended to the see of Glasgow, whose bishop refused to acknowledge the archbishop of York as his superior. Finally in 1218, Pope Honorius III confirmed this status for the whole Church in Scotland. Independence from York was assured. But Scotland did not have its own archbishop until 1472, when the bishop of St Andrews was elevated to the post, confirming the town’s status as ecclesiastical capital.





1222



Or, a Lyon rampant…
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… within a double tressure flory-counter-flory gules’. Known use of the lion emblem goes back to this year. The concise and precise technical language of heraldry would have enabled a trained person to paint the royal standard of Scotland without ever having seen it. It remained the personal and exclusive standard of the monarch and his authorised representatives until 1934, when public use was allowed.


OEBPS/xhtml/nav.xhtml




Contents





		Title



		Copyright



		Between the Milestones



		43 CE Who Were the Orcadians?



		84 CE Mons Graupius



		140 Another Wall



		208 A Classic Put-Down



		367 The Picts Assist the Formation of ‘England’



		498 Dalriada



		556 Scots, Keep Out



		685 Fortriu



		710 Expulsion of the Ionan Clergy



		794 The Fury of the Norsemen



		839 Cináed



		973 The Ceding of Lothian



		1040 Macbeth and Gruoch



		1070 A Wedding in Dunfermline



		1124 The Oldest School



		1174 Humiliation at Falaise



		1218 Filia Specialis



		1222 Or, a Lyon rampant…



		1239 Marie de Coucy and ‘Veremund’



		1266 The Treaty of Perth



		1305 Wallace



		1306 The Twice-Crowned King



		1308 The Herschip of Buchan



		1314 The Eve of Battle



		1320 A Letter to the Pope



		1349 The Black Death



		1385 The Auld Alliance Is Severely Tested



		1413 A Papal Bull for a University



		1430 The Fox and the Wolf



		1462 The Lord of the Isles Goes Too Far



		1468 The Pawning of Orkney and Shetland



		1482 The Loss of Berwick Upon Tweed



		1498 Don Pedro’s Report



		1500 William Dunbar Gets a Pension



		1539 Protestants



		1542 The Bawbee



		1558 Franco-Scots



		1567 A Disastrous Year for Queen Mary



		1568 Secret Poetry



		1596 The Rescue of Kinmont Willie



		1600 The Ascendancy of the Bagpipe



		1606 Salt, Coal and Serfdom



		1615 A Post-Reformation Martyr and Saint



		1617 The King’s Visit



		1621 Nova Scotia – First Attempt at Empire



		1638 The Signing of the Covenant



		1641 News



		1651 The Last Crowning at Scone



		1660 Sir Thomas Dies of Laughter, Maybe



		1684 Interrogation with the ‘Pilliwinks’



		1697 The Peril of Atheism



		1700 The Darien Debacle



		1712 The Easy Club



		1727 The ‘Last Witch’



		1745 The Prince Enters Edinburgh



		1746 After Culloden



		1751 ‘Resurrection of the Old Tongue of Alba’



		1754 The Society of St Andrews Golfers



		1760 The First School of Design and the Importance of Linen



		1769 A Taste of Popular Culture



		1776 ‘Get into the boat, you loitering rogue!’



		1778 James Beattie Discovers Humour



		1783 A Town to Do Business In



		1786 Scott Meets Burns



		1799 Chemical Glasgow



		1801 William Symington and Charlotte Dundas



		1810 James Hogg Visits Robert Tannahill



		1811 The Bell Rock



		1812 A School Cockfight



		1816 The Stirling Engine



		1824 The Foot-ball Club



		1826 The Princes Street Temples



		1829 ‘I am going to Scotland…



		1831 The Burning of the ‘Burkin Hoose’



		1833 The Great Slavery Payout



		1839 ‘Ancient’ and Modern in Ayrshire



		1842 Vestiarium Scoticum and the Tartan Craze



		1843 The Disruption



		1847 Doctors under the Table



		1848 Balmorality



		1853 Discomfiture of a Duke



		1854 Beginnings of Juteopolis: Dundee and the Russian War



		1856 St Rollox



		1861 The One O’Clock Gun



		1864 The Consequences of ‘Jamsie’s Durts’



		1868 The Co-op



		1869 The Edinburgh Seven



		1877 Linoleum



		1878 The Orphan Homes of Scotland



		1882 The Battle of the Braes



		1883 Sure and Steadfast



		1883 On Top of Ben Nevis



		1887 A Scottish Event in London



		1888 Graham and Hardie Start a Party



		1891 Munro’s Tables



		1891 ‘Gang Hame, Harry, and Practise!’



		1892 The First National Mòd



		1895 Arrol-Johnston, Britain’s First Car Maker



		1895 The Race to the North



		1902 Scots of the Antarctic



		1906 ‘The People’s Choir’



		1913 ‘There is a Happy Land…’



		1915 The Devil’s Porridge



		1916 Zeppelins over Edinburgh



		1917 For Home and Country



		1920 Prohibition and ‘the Real McCoy’



		1921 The Buses Take Off



		1923 The ‘Red’ Duchess



		1929 The Election of Jennie Lee



		1930 Farewell to St Kilda



		1931 Dictionar o the Scots Leid



		1932 Sunset Song



		1936 The Broons



		1937 The Hampden Roar



		1940 No More ‘Anvil Weddings’



		1941 The Clyde Blitzed



		1941 The Shetland Bus



		1946 The Polish Resettlement Corps



		1947 The ‘Tinker Experiment’



		1948 Free Health Care for All



		1950 ‘The Wee Magic Stane’



		1952 Turning on the Television



		1953 Sweet Rationing Comes to an End



		1954 Return of the Ospreys



		1955 Rockall



		1961 The Polaris Years Begin



		1962 Last Trams in Glasgow



		1963 ‘Shameless and indecent’



		1965 Sustainable Energy: Cruachan



		1967 ‘Flower of Scotland’



		1969 The Longhope Lifeboat



		1974 Rollermania



		1987 Children’s Rights – No More Tawse



		1988 The Lockerbie Atrocity



		1989 ‘No Poll Tax!’



		1992 Steeltown No More



		1995 Scottish Pride and Prejudice



		1998 Sir Jimmy Shand and the ‘Bluebell Polka’



		1999 Parliament Opened (or Re-convened?)



		2002 Curlers Take Gold



		2003 The Right to Roam



		2006 The Royal Regiment



		2009 Beavers Brought Back



		2010 Creative Scotland



		2017 Two Heroines for the Hall of Heroes



		2020 Covid Strikes



		2022 Who Are the Scots?



		2023 Nicola Sturgeon Steps Down



		2025 Temperature











Guide





		Cover



		Start











OEBPS/images/pub.png
BIRLINN





OEBPS/images/line.png





OEBPS/images/copy.png
MIX
Ppaper | Supporing
oty

ESC 5 cotaor





OEBPS/images/cover.jpg





