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IN THE BEGINNING


MILITARY ORIGINS


Ireland’s first high-profile athletics meeting, the Curragh Encampment Garrison Races and Athletic Sports, were held on Friday, 6 June 1856 at the newly created Curragh Camp. Horse racing was staged on the previous day. A special excursion train carried patrons from King’s Bridge to the Curragh on both days and patrons were offered round trips to the venue for 6s; third-class passengers paid 3s 6d for the privilege. The athletics programme, confined to officers and soldiers, consisted of two jumping events, throwing the 56lb weight, throwing the cricket ball, a 100yd flat race open to all non-commissioned officers and privates of the 2nd Brigade, a similar event for soldiers of the 3rd Brigade, a 200yd race open to all non-commissioned officers of regiments quartered at the camp, a march of 2 miles in heavy marching order, separate ½-mile races for soldiers of the 2nd and 3rd Brigades, a hopping race, a champion race of 100yd, a blindfolded bell hurdle event, a champion race of ½ mile and a hurdle race of 250yd. The meet benefited from the patronage of five officers of the British Army including General Lord Seaton, Colonel Bedford, Lieutenant Colonel Pender, Major Hillier and Colonel the Earl of Enniskillen.


These sports became a permanent feature of the recreational and social calendar of the Curragh Camp and were a major attraction for the local people of all classes. The sports organised by the 11th Hussars in 1886, for instance, attracted an attendance ‘of military and friends of the regiment … there was profuse hospitality, for which the gallant 11th was famous’; a decade later ‘an immense assemblage of military and civilian on-lookers’ attended what was described as the 28th annual All-Ireland Athletics meeting at the Curragh in July 1896. Musical entertainment, a reserved enclosure, the availability of food and drink, and the inclusion of novelty events were a standard feature of these days of sport and were replicated in garrison towns across the country.


Pat Bracken’s work in recreating the sporting world of County Tipperary between 1840 and 1880 has established the importance of the military in the early promotion of athletic sports meetings, which were popular in the county from the 1860s. Bracken has written that ‘it was no surprise to find the military leading their promotion’. In 1861, the non-commissioned officers of the 4th Hussars at Cahir Barracks organised the first recorded athletics meeting staged in the county, to commemorate the ‘memorable charge at Balaklava’. The fifteen-event programme included events confined to men who fought in this famous battle. Pat Bracken’s conclusion is clear-cut: ‘The military were the primary instigators of early athletic sports meetings in Tipperary.’


THE COLLEGE RACES


Saturday, 28 February 1857 is another very significant date in the story of the development of modern Irish athletics. On that date, the Dublin University Football Club Races were held for the first time in Trinity College Dublin with a programme of races and novelty events such as dropping the football, throwing the cricket ball and a cigar race. The occasion attracted a huge attendance that included the lord lieutenant, the most important official in Ireland at the time. The experiment was such a success that it was repeated within a month. The College Races became an annual affair, ‘the most important and fashionable gathering for athletic purposes in the world’, according to one report; attendances of 20,000 were typical and in 1867 the College Races became a 2-day festival of sport, revelry and excess. The logistics of organising such an event proved difficult. The College Park at the time had no pavilion or accommodation for spectators. Marquees, seating and reserved enclosures were provided for the élite of Irish society who attended (complimentary tickets were provided for army colonels, naval commanders, judges, peers and ‘county swells’). There were problems with distributing tickets, handicapping, communicating the results, keeping spectators from encroaching on the track, meeting the expectations of competitors for acceptable prizes and most of all managing the behaviour of the spectators.


The College Races were known to descend into drunkenness and riotous behaviour on occasions and the college authorities reacted by refusing permission to the athletics committee to stage the races in 1879 and 1880. This action was taken after a riot involving over 300 students took place on the second night of the 1878 races. Students had lit a bonfire using all the available wood and this included pulling down a lamp post and setting fire to the carpenter’s shed. The junior dean’s intervention was ignored in a tumult of horn and bugle blowing and three porters were injured in attempting to restore law and order. Those involved were punished and included in the disciplinary response was the decision to refuse permission to hold the races in 1879. Another incident occurred in April 1880 when a group of high-spirited students launched a flour bomb and firework attack on the party of the lord lieutenant as he was formally taking his leave of Ireland. As a result, permission was again withheld for the 1880 sports. The College Races resumed in 1881 as a 1-day meeting with tickets limited to 10,000 and sold to members only.


The College Races were primarily a serious athletics meet that by judicious advertising attracted some of the leading English competitors to the Dublin extravaganza. Part of the attraction was the valuable prizes on offer: the prizes for 1883 included a silver challenge cup, a claret jug, a silver salver, a Gladstone bag, opera glasses, a crocodile ink stand and an oak salad bowl. Trinity students adopted a professional approach to preparing to meet the challenge of their domestic and overseas rivals. In 1873, a trainer was recruited from the London Athletics Club and was paid 15s a day for his services. In 1881, Nathaniel Perry was recruited from the same club and was paid £12 to cover all charges and expense for his 3 weeks of work from 17 May 1881 to 7 June 1881. The association with the world of English athletics was also reflected in the adjustments made in some of the events included in the programme. The practice of using a trapeze to perform a long jump was abolished in 1872; 2 years earlier, acting on the advice of English officials, the 42lb weight was replaced by the 16lb weight as the implement of choice in weight-throwing events.


QUEEN’S COLLEGE CORK SPORTS


Athletics did not remain cloistered in places such as Trinity College Dublin and the military centres nationwide. What happened in these places was replicated in the outside world. In the 1860s and 1870s formal athletics promotions were staged in the towns and villages of Ireland. As early as February 1857 a sports day was held in Cork city that included running and jumping events, hurdle races and novel activities. The first ‘Queen’s Cork Athletics Sports’ were staged at the Mardyke Cricket Ground on 14 May 1869; ‘for the first public meeting of the kind organised under the auspices of the students, it was a great success’, the Cork Constitution reported. The reporter was also impressed with the athletic potential on display, ‘There were many possessing high ability, who with little more training, will get for them a name as well as for their cricket ability and skill and sportsmanship’. A significant feature of the fourteen-event programme was the inclusion of eight throwing and jumping events. The inclusion of the traditional Irish events represented a significant difference to the major meets staged in Dublin. The early years of the sports were dominated by many outstanding weight throwers and jumpers who were students at the college. These included John Daly, D.M. Kennedy, the great all-rounder W.A. Kelly, Terence Donovan and the legendary William ‘Jumbo’ Barry who entered Queen’s College in 1879 to study medicine. Barry’s academic career was as outrageous as his athletic talent, as during his years in the college he was never known to sit an examination and at one stage he abandoned his medical studies. He eventually enrolled in Edinburgh University where he passed all the required medical examinations over a 12-month period.


In 1870, the lord lieutenant attended; the number of running events was reduced to four and the pole vault and throwing the 16lb hammer were included in the programme. In 1871, Maurice Davin made his debut as an athlete at a major meeting and his victory in the hammer encouraged him to focus his attention on athletics, while his brother Pat, an athletic work-in-progress, had to settle for minor placings. The English 440yd champion T.T. Hewitt (Cambridge University) was an unsuccessful competitor in 1872. Tragedy was averted in 1873 when a hammer thrower surrounded by spectators slipped and fell, but fortunately ‘no one was killed or hurt. All the mischief it did was to sweep the umbrella out of a medical gentleman’s hand, and finally to hit a dog in the tail’, the Cork Examiner reported. In the mid-1870s the Queen’s Cork Sports regularly attracted attendances of more than 10,000. In 1875, the entrants were so numerous that seven heats were required for both the 100yd and 440yd.


In 1863, the students of Queen’s College in Galway were up and running. The Dublin Athletics Club was formed the same year. It was the most active of the Dublin clubs and promoted seven sports days in its first year, beginning on St Patrick’s Day where the featured events included ‘a half-mile for lads under-12’, ‘a one-mile race for gentlemen’ and 100yd races for youths and gentlemen. The club used the College Hotel in Fleet Street as its base and concluded an agreement with the hotel’s proprietor for the use of his grounds at Sackville Gardens at Summerhill Bridge for the season. These were developed and enclosed to form the City Running Grounds. Members of this club paid an annual fee of 2s 6d, which increased to 5s if not paid before a defined date; the club provided gentlemen ineligible for membership of the Dublin University Athletics Club and the later Irish Civil Service Club with an alternative opportunity to associate for athletic purposes.


The club’s second programme in 1863 was staged on Easter Monday; on the same day at the Bray Cricket and Archery Grounds, a series of pedestrian and athletics events were staged under the management of John Lovett, the ‘ex-champion runner of England’. After the initial foot-races-only programme, pony races were included in the Dublin Athletics Club’s later promotions and, in September, the club included five weight-throwing events. These included a competition for ‘putting up the 100lb dumb bell, and holding out the 56lb [weight] at arms-length for a prize of a massive gold ring’. The August meeting of ‘pony racing, foot racing, weight throwing extraordinary, vaulting and other athletic feats’ was open to gentlemen competitors from Ireland and Scotland.


The Dublin Catholic Young Men’s Society Cricket Club staged a programme of flat races, walking matches, sack races and hurdle races. The Roundtown Sports were staged on two occasions at the Carlisle Cricket, Archery and Racing Ground at Bray; its programme of events in May included ‘a half-mile race for small boys’. In June, the basic athletics programme was augmented by the staging of a flat race and hurdle race for ponies. John Lawrence promoted a series of footraces and athletic games for ‘gentlemen only’ open to ‘all gentlemen approved by the committee’. In August, a committee of gentlemen organised ‘a promenade, military band, footraces, and a grand display of fireworks’ at Sandymount Cricket Ground. The Irish Civil Service Club was active from 1867, and its annual sports day for civil servants became a major addition to Dublin’s social calendar. The lord mayor and lady mayoress were present in 1877 and ‘at four o’clock the Lord Lieutenant, accompanied by the Duchess of Marlborough and suite from the Viceregal Lodge, drove into the ground …’


The formation of the Irish Champion Athletics Club (ICAC) in 1872 by the cosmopolitan Henry Wallace Doveton Dunlop was perhaps the most significant institutional development in the 1870s. Dunlop leased a plot of land close to the Lansdowne Road Railway Station and developed a multi-purpose stadium that included a cinder running track. John Lawrence, in welcoming the development, noted that ‘the absence of any ground open to all gentlemen athletes has been a great bar to training and progress in athletics’. The ICAC National Championships were staged at the venue in June 1874 and it was also used by the Dublin Amateur Athletics Club and the Irish Civil Service Club as the venue of choice for their annual sports.


The role of cricket clubs in popularising athletics was also important and many such clubs were dual-purpose cricket and athletics clubs. The Trinity College races were an outstanding financial success and the surplus was invested in providing sports facilities in the college, including a gymnasium in 1869 and the pavilion in 1884. The lesson was absorbed by other sports clubs: cricket clubs used sports days as a means of fundraising, with a charge to enter the enclosure or a makeshift grandstand, entrance fees for the events, sale of programmes and granting permission to publicans to sell liquor providing the revenue stream. Nenagh Cricket Club, from 1875, organised an annual series of athletic sports, which were widely supported by the inhabitants of the town with ‘at least two thousand spectators’ regularly present.


The North of Ireland Cricket Club’s annual sports, a 2-day event, was one of the leading meets in the country. Schools also organised annual meets and John Lawrence lists educational establishments such as the Armagh Royal School, where the principal was a former honorary secretary of the College Races, Portora Royal School, Portarlington School, Monaghan Diocesan School, St Mary’s College Dundalk, Rathmines School and the French College as promoters of annual sports days in the 1870s for their socially élite students. The revenue generating potential was also used for philanthropic purposes. In 1863, the Sandymount Athletics Club organised at least one sports day ‘for the benefit of the poor of Blackrock and Booterstown’.


The transformation of athletics from the early military, university and schools ventures into a popular participant-and-spectator sport was the sporting phenomenon of 1870s Ireland. In 1878, John Lawrence reported that ‘the rapid expansion of athletics in the provinces is something remarkable … Scarcely a village now does not go in for an athletics festival’; the Irish Sportsman agreed. It reported that athletics gatherings ‘mushroom-like, are springing up all over the country’.


The presence of a parallel universe of popular athletics that thrived in rural Ireland provided a foundation for the formal organised meets. Athletic competition, as Paul Rouse has shown, was woven into the fabric of rural life. Across the country, where men gathered, informal contests of weight throwing, jumping and the less popular running took place. These contests took on various forms: in Cavan, men would gather weights at the end of a rope and attempt to lift them with their teeth; in Limerick, ‘throwing the blacksmith’s sledge’ was a popular competition. As early as 1857, William Smith O’Brien entertained his tenants ‘to a sumptuous repast of beef, mutton, pastries, wine, and the native, with flagons of ale’, after which athletic sports and dancing were held.


Local committees were inspired by the example of the military in many places. There were no civilian-organised athletic sports meetings identified in County Tipperary prior to the military meetings. Almost immediately after the staging of the military sports in Templemore, an athletics club was formed in the town and an athletics meet was staged in August 1871 in a venue provided by the army authorities, and many soldiers competed in the events. At Fethard, military and civilian events were included on the programme and this was later replicated at Nenagh and Templemore. In the county, from 1868 to 1880, seventy-six separate athletic sports meetings were held and weight-throwing events were part of every promotion. These included civilian, military and school sports and most were organised by committees formed specifically for the purpose. Influenced by the Davin family, the town of Carrick-on-Suir emerged as a hub of athletics development in the county.



CARRICK-ON-SUIR AMATEUR ATHLETICS,
CRICKET AND FOOTBALL CLUB



The surviving minute book of the Carrick-on-Suir Amateur Athletics, Cricket and Football Club (CSAACFC) provides an insight into the operation of early clubs. The club was founded on 8 August 1879 when ‘an influential and highly respectable and representative body’ of sixty men assembled in the County Tipperary town. The club’s purpose was to promote the ‘manly exercises’ of football, cricket and athletics and fifty-four of the assembled became members or subscribers. In April 1880, on the proposal of Maurice Davin, amateur athletes under the age of 16 were declared eligible for membership on the payment of a yearly subscription of 5s. It is not clear if this was designed to provide additional income or promote athletics amongst the youth of the town.


This was the club of the Davin brothers and included in its membership Maurice Davin, who was appointed perpetual chairman of the executive committee. This committee included some of the town’s leading professional and commercial men. A field was rented from Mrs Mary Skehan at an annual rent of £24. Some of the cost involved was recouped by renting the grazing rights of the land. A minute of 27 May 1881 recorded that Michael Quirke’s offer of £1 for the grazing of the field for 4 days was accepted provided he paid a man to keep the cattle off the cricket crease and to take away what dung might be dropped near the crease! In 1883, Michael Prendergast was granted grazing rights for ‘sheep only’ for a sum of £7 following complaints by the cricketers that cattle damaged the crease. The club had an income of £81 6s in its first 7 months. Most of this was provided by membership fees of £37 10s (sixty-two members paid an entrance fee of 10s each and twenty-five associate members paid 5s each). Donations by various aristocrats and landed gentry provided a further £11; gate money and sale of cards for the club’s athletic sports amounted to £21. Over the same period £32 was invested in rent, enclosing a playing arena and constructing a pavilion with dressing rooms and storage space.


The sale and consumption of alcohol was central to sporting occasions at the time, and the granting of space to a publican at an event was an important source of finance for meet organisers. This exercised the minds of the executive members when they organised their first sports day planned for Easter Monday 1880. An extraordinary committee meeting decided to consult the club president, W.H. Briscoe. Briscoe requested that no alcoholic drink be sold and as a result the committee decided that ‘the selling or the allowing the selling of drink on that day be dispensed with’. The meet was poorly supported and following this a delegation met with Mr Briscoe to ‘explain the advisability of having refreshments on the course on the day of the next meeting’. Pragmatism triumphed, Briscoe’s approval was obtained and the sale of alcoholic drink, excluding whiskey and brandy, was permitted with places allocated to publicans by means of tender. The club organised three sports meets annually and at the July 1880 meet Pat Davin established a new world high-jump record when he cleared 1.90m (6’ 2¾”).


Sports clubs of the era tended to be short-term organisations and the Carrick-on-Suir Club conformed to the norm. An undercurrent of financial uncertainty is reflected in the minutes and financial difficulties eventually caused the winding up of the club. At a general meeting held on 16 October 1883, it was resolved to form a special committee:


to collect all subscriptions now due and any moneys due for use of the club grounds and to sell the property of the club for the best price they can get either by public or private sale and with the money so realised to pay all the creditors in equal proportion according to the amount of their claims.


AMATEUR OR SHAM-AMATEUR?


The restriction of events to gentlemen is directly related to the amateur concept that developed in English sport in the 1860s and 1870s. John Lawrence, as an aid to clubs, published a definition of the concept in the third volume of his cricket handbook in 1868; the edition also included a copy of the laws of athletics ‘never before published in Ireland’. An amateur was ‘any person who has never competed in an open competition, or for public money, or for admission money’ or competed with professionals for money or at any time taught or assisted in the pursuit of athletic exercises as a means of livelihood. This was an exact repetition of the definition introduced by the Amateur Athletics Club in England in 1866, which in itself was too liberal for the membership. In 1867, the definition was amended to exclude ‘a mechanic, labourer, artisan or labourer’ from the ranks of the amateurs and in 1868 the definition was distilled so that its first words read, ‘An amateur is any gentleman …’.


Social control, snobbery and elitism lay at the heart of the obsession with amateurism but in English athletics the barriers of class and privilege were gradually broken down and in 1880, when the Amateur Athletics Association (AAA) was established, the reference to mechanics, artisans and labourers was dropped. The restrictions on earning prize money remained but, in theory, athletics was now open to all classes.


The anti-prize money writ did not extend to Ireland and awarding money prizes for the winners of events was established practice. The Sandymount meeting of August 1863 provided the winners with the option of accepting ‘prizes in money or value’. Pat Bracken’s analysis of the world of Tipperary athletics in the 1870s provides a remarkable insight into the phenomenon and reveals that, between 1872 and 1878, several men earned a handsome amount of prize money by exploiting their athletic talent. At the Powerstown Sports in August 1872, William Foley of Carrick-on-Suir won three events and took home £3 in prize money for an investment of 3s in entry fees. Richard St John from Mullinahone in County Tipperary was something of a specialist in earning prize money: he competed at ten separate meetings between 1873 and 1877, and won £17 13s 6d, two cups (one valued at 30s) and a ‘flask’ in the thirty-two events in which he competed. In September 1875, St John made the short journey to Carrick-on-Suir, where all the prizes on offer were monetary. The journey was worthwhile as he won three of the four events he entered and secured £5 in prize money, the equivalent of 9 weeks’ wages for a farm labourer in the area. Despite his doubtful amateur status, St John competed in the ICAC National Championships in the 4-mile event in 1877. There is no reason to believe that the situation was any different in other counties.


The world of Irish athletics was not a world of clear-cut conformity. This was a concern to several of those who considered themselves to be interested parties. News had reached London by the end of the 1870s about the practice of athletes competing for money prizes. A gentleman from the London Athletics Club expressed his concern in the Irish Sportsman. Meetings in Ireland were ‘often woefully ignorant as regards amateurs’, he stated, and offered his assistance, ‘If I can be of any assistance on this side of the water I shall be delighted to render any help in my power’. John Lawrence also in 1877 felt it necessary ‘to warn amateurs of the danger they run of losing that title by competing with pedestrians for such [money] prizes, or with any who cannot qualify as gentleman amateurs’. In the summer of 1884, P.B. Kirwan of Sport and V.J. Dunbar of the Irish Sportsman campaigned for a greater conformity in the implementation of the rules used in promoting Irish sports meetings. This meant application of the only rules available at the time for athletic sports: those of the AAA. Both Kirwan and Dunbar were hired guns and offered their services or the services of their staff members as handicappers, judges, timekeepers or starter to organisers of sports meets. Both warned athletes of the danger of competing in athletics meetings not under AAA rules.


Rural-based athletes with ambition to compete in the more prestigious meets organised under the rules of the AAA were placed in a difficult position. Organisers of athletics meets accepted the inevitable and, by the end of the 1884 season, meetings even in small villages were organised under AAA rules. The growing trend of standardisation according to the British norm ran counter to the rising tide of Irish nationalism and the growth in support for the campaign to revive the Irish language and Irish industry.


The debate concerning eligibility to compete was largely academic, as the ability to compete in athletics and other sports was limited to those with disposable time and money. Despite the best intentions of Maurice Davin, the formation of the Gaelic Athletic Association (GAA) had little impact on the participation rates of those the founding father wished to include: ‘the humble and hard-working who seem to be born into no other inheritance than an everlasting round of labour’. The practicalities of survival made such an ambition an impossible ideal.


The star athletes that emerged were members of substantial farming families or members of the professions. Tom Kiely, Percy Kirwan (AAA long jump champion1910–12) and J.J. Daly were members of families that farmed over 150 acres of good quality land. Maurice Davin combined farming with the traditional family enterprise of transporting goods on the River Suir. Pat and Tom Davin and Peter O’Connor pursued legal careers. William ‘Jumbo’ Barry and William Bulger were doctors; James Ryan and Walter Newburn were teachers. This was recognised by some meet promoters who included races specifically restricted to farm labourers in their programmes. In 1899, for instance, a sports organised under GAA rules included a 300yd race confined to farm labourers. Although, in theory, there was universal access to athletics, success was confined to university students and the farming, middle and professional classes.
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MANAGING ATHLETICS (1885–1922)



IRISH CHAMPION ATHLETICS
CLUB (1872–1880)



The first attempt to provide a management structure for Irish athletics was made in 1872 when the Irish Champion Athletics Club (ICAC) was established on the initiative of Henry Wallace Doveton Dunlop. Dunlop’s idea was not original but was an exact replica of what had taken place in England in 1865 when the Amateur Athletics Club (AAC) was founded by John Chambers and operated as both an athletics club and a regulatory body. The AAC developed its own multi-purpose arena at Lillie Bridge in London, which opened in 1869 with facilities for athletics, cricket, cycling, football, tennis, as well as possessing its own stables and hotel for visiting sportsmen.


The primary purpose of the ICAC, open to all ‘gentlemen Irish amateurs’, was to organise an annual end-of-season national championship for athletics; it also functioned as a club for athletes. The rejection of a plan to develop a running track in the grounds of Trinity College Dublin inspired the entrepreneurial Dunlop to look elsewhere, and in December 1872 he leased a plot of land close to the Lansdowne Road Railway Station from the Earl of Pembroke. At the end of its first season, John Lawrence, in his Handbook of Cricket in Ireland, reported on the progress of the development work on creating a multi-purpose sports venue: ‘enclosed ground, first running path in Ireland laid, cricket ground, hurdle course, archery ground, four hundred seat grandstand erected, sloping seats for six hundred more, archery and croquet hut, Gate lodge, Dressing room under the railway arch’. It was a remarkable development and enabled Dublin to participate fully in the modern world of sport. On 5 June 1876, the Lansdowne Road venue hosted the first athletics international in the history of the sport, between Ireland and England, and on 11 March 1878 the ground hosted the first of many rugby internationals.


The ICAC acted as an umbrella body for existing clubs and the Civil Service Club, Trinity College Dublin, the Queen’s Colleges and schools such as the Royal Portora College in Enniskillen affiliated. Eighteen high-profile patrons representing ‘every phase of politics, creed and social position’, according to a contemporary report, including the Lord Chancellor of Ireland, five earls, two lords and several high-order military officers supported the new club. Its committee also included representatives from Armagh, Belfast, Cork, Galway, Limerick and Lurgan. The first Irish championships organised by the ICAC were held on Monday, 7 July 1873 at College Park in Trinity College Dublin. The winners of the thirteen championships staged were awarded perpetual trophies with a design based on classical themes. Silver and bronze medals were also awarded to the winners and second-placed athletes. The event attracted an attendance of ‘about 8,000’ spectators and ninety-one ‘gentleman amateurs’ competed. Matthew Stritch was the outstanding athlete and won three titles in the weight-throwing events, with Maurice Davin the runner-up on each occasion. There was consolation for the Davin family, however, as Tom Davin won the high-jump title with a leap of 1.785m (5’ 10¼”), a world best at the time.


The 1874 championships were staged at Lansdowne Road, which remained the venue for the championships during the lifetime of the ICAC. After staging the 1880 championships, the ICAC was dissolved and its property and trophies were used to discharge its liabilities. Poorly attended and supported national championships were staged in 1881, organised by an ad-hoc committee of interested parties and by the Dublin Amateur Athletics Club (1881–1884).


GAELIC ATHLETICS ASSOCIATION (1884)


Michael Cusack was a central figure in the Dublin athletics community as an official, commentator and competitor. His achievements included winning the national shot-put title in 1881. A native of County Clare, Cusack qualified as a teacher in 1866 and he founded the Cusack Academy in Dublin in 1877, an establishment that specialised in preparing students for the examinations that provided the entry route to the service of the British Empire. The recreational needs of the students were catered for by the establishment of the short-lived Cusack Academy Football Club, which was affiliated to the Irish Rugby Football Union. Cusack described himself as ‘a sterling lover of the game’ and multi-tasked as club secretary, trainer and teak-tough forward. In the 1881–1882 season, his last in the game, he lined out for the Phoenix Rugby Club. He was also a lover of cricket and in 1882 wrote that the sport was Ireland’s national game and that every town and village in Ireland should have its own cricket club. However, soon after he retired from rugby, he also abandoned cricket, became a founder member of the Dublin Hurling Club and turned his attention to the revival of hurling and the reform of Irish athletics.
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