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            About Scripture Union

         

         
            Scripture Union is a Christian charity, inviting children and young people to explore the difference Jesus can make to the challenges and adventures of life.
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            Through a wide range of activities and initiatives, we provide opportunities for young people to explore the Bible, respond to Jesus and grow in faith. Having been established in England over 150 years ago, Scripture Union is now a global movement active in over 120 countries.

            We believe every child should have the chance to discover Jesus. And, with an estimated 95% of children in England and Wales not part of a church, we’re working harder than ever to take the good news of Jesus beyond the church in exciting and culturally relevant ways.
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            Thank you for buying Daily Bread. 

            We hope you’ll find it a real blessing as you delve regularly into God’s Word.

            Scripture Union – beyond Bible reading guides

            By purchasing this Bible reading guide, you are helping to support Scripture Union’s mission to reach the next generation with the good news of Jesus. All profit made from the sales of this resource are used to introduce children and young people to Jesus in a whole range of exciting ways. Thank you for the part you’re already playing in that.

            Get further involved

            If you’d like to find out more about Scripture Union, or you’d like to get further involved, go to www.su.org.uk/beyondbibleguides

            This edition of Daily Bread copyright © Scripture Union 2023

            ISSN 0963-4797 (print)

ISSN 2050-5361 (online).

ISBN 9781785069697 (EPUB ebook)

All rights reserved.

            No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, without the prior permission of Scripture Union.

            Scripture Union, Trinity House, Opal Court, Opal Drive,

Fox Milne, Milton Keynes MK15 0DF, UK

            Tel: 01908 856000 Email: info@scriptureunion.org.uk

Website: www.scriptureunion.org.uk
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            Scripture Union is a member of the worldwide Scripture

Union international community.

Website: https://scriptureunion.global

            Daily Bread is also available on memory stick, DAISY CD

and in Braille from Torch Trust, Tel: 01858 438260;

Website: www.torchtrust.org

            Printed in India by Nutech Print Services

Design by The Smithy Creative
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            Daily Bread toolbox
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            WAY IN

            This page introduces both the notes and the writer. It sets the scene and tells you what you need to know to get into each series.

            A DAY’S NOTE

            The notes for each day include five key elements: Prepare, Read (the Bible passage for the day), Explore, Respond and Bible in a year. These are intended to provide a helpful way of meeting God in his Word.

            PREPARE

            Prepare yourself to meet with God and pray that the Holy Spirit will help you to understand and respond to what you read.

            READ

            Read the Bible passage, taking time to absorb and simply enjoy it. A verse or two from the Bible text is usually included on each page, but it’s important to read the whole passage.

            EXPLORE

            Explore the meaning of the passage, listening for what God may be saying to you. Before you read the comment, ask yourself: what is the main point of this passage? What is God showing me about himself or about my life? Is there a promise or a command, a warning or example to take special notice of?

            RESPOND

            Respond to what God has shown you in the passage in worship and pray for yourself and others. Decide how to share your discoveries with others.

            BIBLE IN A YEAR

            If your aim is to know God and his Word more deeply, why not follow this plan and read the whole Bible in one year?

            
                

            

            Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version (Anglicised edition). Copyright © 1979, 1984, 2011 Biblica (formerly International Bible Society). Used by permission of Hodder & Stoughton, an Hachette UK Company. All rights reserved.
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            Introduction

            Wisdom for then, wisdom for now

         

         This is a theme running through this quarter’s readings. Time and time again, something written thousands of years ago offers me insight into what’s happening in the world and in my life. But that’s not unexpected. Many of us will testify to how God’s Word has brought us light and life, shown us the way and offered a new lens to see things through. This quarter we read the early chapters of Hebrews. Chapter 4 verse 12 tells us that: ‘For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword’. My hope is that our authors’ insights help that process happen for you as you prepare for, explore and respond to the passage of the day.

         As we move towards Pentecost and the story of the first Pentecost in Acts 2, we read Joel, and hear about the foretelling of the coming of the Holy Spirit so wonderfully fulfilled on that first Pentecost. I hope that, as we read, the Holy Spirit quickens particular aspects of our readings to us so that we, with Peter, can declare with joy what we see God doing in our lives and in the world.

         Testimony was part of my Christian experience as a young adult. At church we sometimes include the telling of stories from individuals of what God is doing in our lives. It is such a joy to hear people’s stories. Who might you be able to share some of yours with? Who might you ask to share theirs?

         There are many ways we can share our stories, not just in conversation. We might write a letter or a postcard with some encouragement about what God is doing. It is such a joy to get some real post amongst the bills and circulars! We can post on social media or write an email. Let’s think about how we can be creative in sharing something of our story with others whom we want to build up or encourage.

         Sally Nash

Editor
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         Sally Nash
was originally a secondary school teacher. She has worked in ministry and theological education for many years, including with British Youth for Christ, St John’s College Nottingham and St Padarn’s Institute in Cardiff. Sally enjoys writing and has published a range of books and articles on different aspects of ministry, including work with children and young people. She is a practical theologian with research interests in shame, longevity in ministry and paediatric spiritual care. Sally is a self-supporting associate minister in an outer estate church.
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            SU article

            Mustard seed mission

         

         
            Dave Newton explains how he came to be National Director of Scripture Union England and Wales, why he thinks we all have a part to play in mission and that we shouldn’t be surprised if God multiplies our missional efforts into something beyond our dreams.

         

         I was four when I decided to follow Jesus, and immediately went to tell my brother he should follow Jesus too. I felt a bit deflated when I discovered that he already did!

         That early experience of wanting to share Jesus really set the direction for my life. I went on to help on beach missions, become a youth worker and be ordained. Eventually I was appointed National Mission Director of Youth for Christ and then Director of Training for Elim UK and Principal of Regents Theological College.

         Becoming National Director for Scripture Union was, I think, prompted by another key event. I had been speaking at a large church to a youth group of around 300 when I made a disturbing discovery.5

         Time for the church to take mission seriously

         Three hundred young people in a church youth group seemed really impressive, until I discovered that over 18,000 young people lived in the area, most of whom weren’t hearing about Jesus. That’s when it dawned on me that, as the church, we must take seriously the priority to share the good news of Jesus with all children and young people, including those who would never set foot in a church building.
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         We live in turbulent times, and young people are thirsting for a strong foundation on which to build their lives, a sense of value and identity and hope for the future. Jesus offers all these. But how does the next generation get to hear his message of hope if they come from a non-Christian family, have no connection with a church and have so few opportunities to hear about him at school, on TV or in other places in what has become an increasingly secular society?

         Scripture Union fills this space. Its mission is to reveal Jesus to children and young people, to give all of them the opportunity to hear that message of hope, especially the 95 per cent not in a church. So when I was asked if I would like to become its National Director, I really felt it was God’s calling and was delighted to accept!

         Continuing a rich heritage

         In some ways, Scripture Union hasn’t changed much since its earliest days when its founder Josiah Spiers shared Jesus with children at weekly gatherings in someone’s home, and through stories and games on the beach while he was on holiday at Llandudno.

         Now, as then, our mission is for every child and young person to have their own vibrant, personal faith in Jesus, to discover the difference he can make to their lives.

         However, Christianity has become less obviously visible in wider society and children and young people have less grounding in it. They may not even know the basic tenets of the faith, and they certainly aren’t familiar with church jargon. The good news is the same, but we’ve had to change how we share it.

         So Scripture Union has developed creative, relevant ways and practical support to help churches of every denomination to connect with today’s children and young people beyond the church walls, and help them explore, respond and grow in faith.6

         
            [image: ]

         

         I’m really heartened by how many churches are partnering with us to actively engage in mission to ‘the 95’. But I’d really value your prayers for more churches to catch the vision and really focus on helping those children and young people who simply don’t know about Jesus to find their purpose through him.

         A calling for all

         One point I’d really like to make is that I don’t believe sharing the good news of Jesus with children and young people to be the preserve of professional children, youth or family workers.

         You don’t need to be a trained theologian or know the latest youth trends to let God’s light and love shine through you. Young people who have found faith on SU holidays and missions talk about encountering God’s love and acceptance through our volunteer leaders who show what it looks like to live a life with Christ.

         God is love, and for a young person to discover that from someone who already follows Jesus is truly powerful and life-changing!

         Out of love and gratitude for our own salvation, let’s allow ourselves to be spurred on to share Jesus with every child and young person around us. But his water of life can only overflow to others if we keep filling our own spiritual well – through reading scripture; through prayer. After all, the Bible is the best missional text there is – the Word (scripture) reveals the Word (Jesus and God’s message of hope)!
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         Transforming power

         We should never underestimate what God can do through each one of us. In the Gospels, Jesus multiplies a few loaves and fishes to feed thousands. He talks about a little yeast raising a whole batch of dough, a mustard seed turning into a tree. God takes whatever gifts we offer him and multiplies the impact.
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         Consider the early church, which consisted of a small group of individuals, most from uneducated backgrounds. They didn’t have some grand design to build a big movement. They were simply passionate about other people having the opportunity to hear that same message of hope that had transformed their own lives.

         God blessed their endeavours many times over and, through them, millions of others have come to follow Jesus. Is there any reason that cannot happen again today? God hasn’t changed – maybe he is just waiting for us!

         In the parable of the mustard seed, Jesus remarked how the tiny seed would grow into a tree so large that birds could perch in its branches. If we reveal Jesus, if we plant a seed of faith in a child or young person and nurture it in the good soil of scripture and prayer, that young life will be transformed.

         Now imagine thousands, even millions of young people developing a vibrant faith in Jesus which they live out daily and consider the significant impact that would have on wider society. It would start to develop those hallmarks of the kingdom of heaven: hope and integrity, care and compassion, justice and peace.

         Is that your desire? It’s certainly mine! Is it just an impossible dream? No, because it’s a pattern we’ve seen before, as the early church grew. And, with faith and prayer, and with God, anything is possible!

         
            Get involved

            To find out more about Scripture Union’s mission to Reveal Jesus to children and young people, and to see how you can be a part of that – be that in prayer or through finances or practical involvement – head to su.org.uk/beyondbibleguides
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            Way in Proverbs 5–9

            Wisdom for life

         

         Most of the book of Proverbs is a collection of pithy sayings that give advice for living a godly life. The first nine chapters, however, serve as an introduction to the rest of the book by underlining the importance of heeding wise teaching.

         Wisdom is the ability to make godly choices in life. It is closely allied to knowledge, understanding and prudence, and often appears alongside them in these chapters. Although there are many examples of wisdom given throughout the book, a person does not become wise merely by observing the sayings of proverbs. A godly life comes not from simply learning rules but from a relationship with God himself: ‘The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding’ (Proverbs 9:10).

         Proverbs seems to be aimed primarily at young men and reflects the role of men and women in the society in which it was written. We may need to apply some wisdom to see how the underlying principles apply today. With talk of boundary lines, working the land and kings ruling unchallenged, Proverbs obviously comes from times different from our own, but it is possible, with imagination, to see parallels to modern life.

         There is always more to learn when we read God’s Word: ‘Instruct the wise and they will be wiser still; teach the righteous and they will add to their learning’ (Proverbs 9:9).

         
            
               [image: ]

            

            About the writer

            Phil Winn

            Phil is now retired from full- time ministry but occasionally leads worship and preaches. He and his wife Pauline enjoy exploring the local countryside and spending time with their grandchildren.
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            Tuesday 1 April

            Marriage guidance

         

         PREPARE

         Today is April Fool’s Day. Ask the Lord to give you wisdom and keep you from foolishness.

         READ

         Proverbs 5:1–23

         EXPLORE

         ‘I have been married for several years and love my partner but I recently met someone else.’ So began a recent letter to a newspaper advice column. If the writer of Proverbs were asked for advice in such a situation, his reply would be to avoid the source of temptation and rekindle your love for your partner.

         These chapters of Proverbs are written as advice to a young man and reflect the roles of men and women in the society of the time. In the Good News Bible all the advice is addressed to ‘my child’ rather than ‘my son’, but the pressures on men and women are different. What advice on relationships would you give to a young woman living in today’s society, or to single people, or to those attracted to members of their own sex?

         The 2018 BBC TV drama series The Split focused on a family firm of divorce lawyers. Despite seeing the emotional and financial costs of infidelity for their clients, some of the lawyers failed to be faithful to their own spouses. Viewers saw the resulting effects on reputations, relationships and finances, just as predicted in verses 7–10. Verse 21 reminds us that our actions are seen not by TV viewers but by the Lord himself. What will he think of our actions today?

         RESPOND

         Pray for those dealing with the results of broken relationships and for agencies that provide help, support and advice.

         My son, pay attention to my wisdom, turn your ear to my words of insight.

         Proverbs 5:1

         Bible in a year: Joshua 1–3;  Psalm 37
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