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FOREWORD

On a fateful Wednesday afternoon, everything around me seemed to be moving fast, like I was living in a slower dimension than everyone else, but I wasn’t bothered at all. My reluctance to attend a church programme a friend had invited me to could be seen in my sluggishness as I dragged my feet to meet him. It had been a hectic day, and I would have preferred to take a break, but it was more difficult to turn down the invitation because I had committed myself with my words to attend the programme. At that instant, the passing of time seemed like my only salvation from my dilemma. Patiently and seemingly unperturbed by the lateness I had caused him, my friend, who was determined to take me with him, had the last smile as we finally approached the venue for the meeting.

I had barely sat in the programme for five minutes when my countenance brightened. This was not a regular church programme. It was an interactive non-denominational Bible studies programme where members of the audience were also given an opportunity to take to the pulpit for a few minutes, preach the gospel from a designated portion of the Bible and be corrected where necessary. It was a place where believers could put aside doctrinal differences and look into the Bible for their souls’ salvation and nothing more. More so, it was a training ground where people could gain the needed knowledge and confidence to carry out the great commission of taking the gospel to the ends of the earth. The atmosphere was exhilarating, and in the spur of the moment, I raised my hand, indicating that I would like to contribute to the day’s discourse. The pause and stare from the crowd gave me a hunch that I had done something unusual, but it didn’t matter because the moderator gave me an opportunity to preach for a few minutes. At the end of my message, he said with a smile, “that was a good message, but you would have to come earlier if you would like to share next time because we select those who would share for the day at the beginning of the programme.” The moderator, who was also the organiser, was Mr Nsikan Johnny, the author of this book, and that programme is where our paths crossed. Twelve years down the line and in a divine twist of fate, we have grown from being strangers to brothers in the ministry, and all this while, Mr Nsikan Johnny has not stopped employing ingenious ways to enhance Bible studies and Bible teaching.

One of the struggles many Christians face in the study of the Bible is the ability to notice specific necessary information in each chapter and verse of the scripture. Some believers limit themselves to selected parts of the Bible; they fail to cultivate a taste for the Bible’s complete content. The reason for this problem could be a lack of proper Bible study methods or a lack of motivation. Others who are motivated or are passionate about studying the Bible may lose track of the many characters, places, or symbols they come across as they study a chapter of the Bible. They may also find it challenging to connect the dots and grasp or understand the context of a passage and its intended meaning. The Bible should not merely be owned but known in its entirety. Only when the word of God is known can it be believed and obeyed.

Salvation Manual: Bible Made Easy through Questions and Answers is one of the tools Mr Nsikan Johnny has created to aid Bible studies. One thing that fascinates me about the book is that it makes the reader study every chapter of the Bible in two directions; the forward and reverse directions. The chapter of the book of the Bible at the beginning of each chapter of this book is the first point of contact for the reader which they have to read and understand what is contained in the chapter. Following that are questions from the chapter and answers at the end of the questions, with which the reader would test their knowledge of what they had read in that chapter. These questions and answers segment presents the reader with problems which points them back to the Bible for confirmation or further studies (the reverse direction). The approach to Bible studies presented in this book is remarkable as it will take its reader a step above regular Bible reading to be fully grounded in the details of the events and messages in the scriptures.

No Christian can afford to be ignorant of the word of God; it is crucial that we are well-informed and versed in the scriptures. This book is a treasure chest that contains truth and knowledge of the scriptures that is perhaps unknown to you. Salvation Manual: Bible Made Easy through Questions and Answers lives up to its title; it will enhance an easy understanding of the Bible and get the reader’s attention to the tiniest of details. This book is a tool that can challenge your knowledge of the scripture, serve as a Bible study guide and reveal vital information that might have been overlooked or missed in the course of your study of the scriptures. It will also make it easy for you to have the word of God at your fingertips.

I believe this book will make a valuable contribution to your ability to study and comprehend the scripture; I heartily commend it.

Benjamin E. Ifon


	

PREFACE

Every believer’s desire should be to know God intimately. But this knowledge is not gotten on a platter; we have a role to play. The role is a constant study and application of the word of God. The need to encourage people to study the Bible with an emphasis on salvation is highly essential. The word of God is the only veritable manual for navigating this world full of darkness and ungodliness; hence, there is a need for flexible ways to be designed for studying the Bible without sacrificing its truth.

I took on the project of writing and publishing this book in a bid to solve a problem I once faced in my Bible teaching campaign. I am an advocate for the holistic study of the Bible, and I bring people together weekly to study the Bible. I encourage a chapter-by-chapter systematic study of the Bible where every member of my Bible studies group is required to study one chapter of the Bible daily, in an alternating pattern of two Old Testament chapters before a New Testament chapter. My goal is for people to study the Bible completely without omitting any chapter or verse because “All Scripture is God-breathed and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17that the person of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.” (2 Timothy 3:16–17.)

One of the methods I employ to make people pay more attention to Bible studies in a fun way is Bible quizzes. These Bible quizzes were meant to test people’s knowledge of the chapters of the Bible they had read for a period of time. As a result, the questions had to come from every chapter that was read and had to be arranged serially, according to the chapters of the Bible. The plan seemed good to me, and everything was going on fine until it was time to source for questions. I searched the internet for Bible quiz questions and found many, but not as comprehensive as I needed, so I took up the task of setting questions from each chapter I read from the Bible to use for the quiz competitions. I began setting the questions from the book of Jeremiah in the early months of 2020. When I realised how many questions I had in store after setting the questions for a period, I decided that the questions be immortalised in the form of a book beginning from the book of Jeremiah. I am still setting these questions at this moment, and I intend to continue setting them until every chapter of the Bible is covered so that others may benefit from my work and not suffer what I suffered.

This book is helpful for personal Bible studies, for educating others about the Bible and as a source of questions for Bible quiz competitions. Through my experience, I have realised that the benefits of studying the Bible through questions and answers are immense. You may scan through a chapter of the Bible and have a general understanding of what you read, but questions from that chapter would awaken your consciousness to the details you may not have taken note of. This consciousness will make you pay closer attention to details while studying and aid your memory to be more retentive regarding what you have studied. I can assure you that you will hardly go through a chapter or two in this book without observing the book’s relevance to an in-depth understanding of the Bible.

Apart from its salvation and educational values, the book also serves as a template for understanding the patterns of quiz questions used for the SMNI New Disciples programme – another programme which God laid in my heart to establish. New Disciples is an offspring of a mother Christian organisation – Salvational Manual Network Initiative. It is a programme that brings contestants together, and the major events in the programme are Bible quizzes and preaching by contestants. The questions asked in the New Disciples programme follow the pattern of the questions in this book, and contestants and observers alike would understand and enjoy the programme better if they had read this book. Possible preaching topics from every chapter are also highlighted in this book in the form of hints that the readers should elaborate on. You can find the commentaries to the hints in my Topical Exegesis series.

As you go through this book, you should allow the Holy Spirit to shape your life and transform you to be a Christian approved by God. I challenge you to this new approach to studying the Bible and encourage you to embrace the pattern individually, as a family, as a school or as a Christian fellowship.


	

INTRODUCTION

Often, students form study groups to help them tackle the challenge of understanding difficult subjects. They engage tools like quizzes, giving out topics for members to research and speak on. Speakers entertain questions from members; both the speaker and the members interact to find solutions to problems. Eventually, the Question-and-Answer (Q&A) sessions benefit both the speakers and the audience. The excitement and down-to-earth nature of the sessions make the students learn in a relaxed atmosphere while applying the academic theories to everyday practical life. For ages, Q&A sessions have remained a great method for learning difficult subjects; the discipline of Bible study is no different. Many believers would testify that many of the Bible lessons they learned when preparing for quizzes and during interactive sessions had stuck with them through the ages. Jeremiah is one of those books some people had mistaken to be less interesting and difficult to understand, probably due to its mournful tone. This book, Salvation Manual: Bible Made Easy through Questions and Answers for the book of Jeremiah, seeks to make studying the book of Jeremiah easier by engaging the interactive tool of Q&A.

To a casual reader, the Book of Jeremiah could just be a haphazard collection of sorrowful messages. However, a careful study will reveal that the book opens with God’s call and briefing of the young Jeremiah, who went on to declare God’s displeasure against sin. The messages were not without repeated calls for repentance. Although God’s primary concern was Judah, the state and fate of other nations were not overlooked. The book of Jeremiah teaches us of God’s love for His children, His justice against sin and the certainty of His judgement coming upon the unrepentant at the close of the age.

Some Bible students miss details in their Bible studies either because attention was not paid to them or their method of studying did not give allowance to observing all the facts in the narration. In a bid to grasp or have a perfect knowledge of the messages, events, and characters in the Bible, many people use the systematic approach of reading chapter by chapter to ensure no part of the Bible is omitted. Despite this, some characters, messages, or events tend to escape people’s notice because of their seeming insignificance or, sometimes, due to the reader’s oversight. This book seeks to address the human tendency not to pay attention to all details by approaching the study of the Bible using questions and answers.

Reading, listening, and observations are great tools in acquiring knowledge, but to further exercise the mind in understanding and memorising information, the tool of quizzes has been known to be extremely efficient and productive in serving that purpose. Salvation Manual: Bible Made Easy through Questions and Answers for the Book of Jeremiah is one of several books in the Salvation Manual: Bible Made Easy through Questions and Answers series. Like other books in the series, it adopts a questions and answers pattern in identifying and breaking down biblical truths for them to not only be easily understood but memorised. In a spectacular method of using questions and answers, it unravels every message, event, and character from all the chapters in the book of Jeremiah. This book consists of fifty-two chapters, one for each chapter of the book of Jeremiah. Questions are asked after each chapter of the book of Jeremiah, and answers to all the questions are provided at the end of the questions. This ensures that no information or events in the book of Jeremiah escape the reader’s notice.

The questions and answers are placed at the end of each chapter to assess the degree to which the reader understands the chapter read as well as how much of the details of the chapter they have retained in their memory. The questions and answers pattern of studying is indeed very potent, for people cannot truly ascertain if they have learnt and memorised what they have studied if they are not questioned or examined. An average or poor score on a chapter test would quickly reveal the need for the reader to carry out another chapter study for a stronger grasp of it until they can pass the test. Carrying out this exercise from chapter to chapter would invariably ensure a profound knowledge of the entire book of Jeremiah.

The questions in Salvation Manual: Bible Made Easy Through Questions And Answers for the Book of Jeremiah are of several categories based on their difficulty levels. There are questions designed to assess the reader’s general knowledge of chapters of the book of Jeremiah; these sorts of questions would help the reader grasp every essential detail and have a profound knowledge of the entire book. Some questions would quiz the reader on their knowledge of some Bible verses in the chapters of the book of Jeremiah; these sorts of questions would induce the reader to have some notable verses in the book memorised. Some questions would quiz the reader on several aspects of the book of Jeremiah that relate to other parts of the Bible; these sorts of questions would help the reader have a holistic knowledge of the entire Bible. All categories of questions are designed to aid the reader in identifying aspects of the chapters missed during the study to ensure little or nothing escapes their understanding or memory.

This book will aid readers in fully grasping the messages and events of the entire book of Jeremiah. Not only will their understanding aid their relationship with God and ensure their soul’s salvation, but they would be able to teach others profoundly about the book of Jeremiah. Every believer should be well-equipped with Bible knowledge. Good knowledge of the Bible empowers a believer to teach and preach with conviction without the fear of an inability to explain certain events or answer some questions in the Bible when confronted with one. Hints from preaching questions in the book would guide readers to the messages embedded in those verses or events from which the question hints were drafted, which the readers might not have observed at a glance. Having this book is one of the good decisions a person could make. Enjoy your journey.

The different kinds of questions in this book are:

1. Regular questions: These questions are labelled according to their difficulty levels as “a”, “b”, “b1”, “b2” and “c”, where “a” questions are the simplest and “c” questions are the most difficult.

2. Context questions: These questions are labelled “CTX” but simpler contexts are labelled “CTXs”.

3. “Complete the following”: A verse of the Bible will be given, and the reader is expected to quote the following verse or verses. These questions are labelled according to their difficulty levels as “CPA”, “CPB”, and “CPC”, where “CPA” is the simplest and “CPC” is the most difficult.

Where the reader is expected to quote more than a verse, the number of verses to be quoted will be added to indicate that. For example, a CPB question with two verses to be quoted will be labelled as “CPB2”, and a CPC question with three verses to be quoted will be labelled “CPC3”.

4. Tie questions: These are questions that are intended for use in a quiz competition to break ties between contestants. They are labelled as “Tie”.

5. Commentary or Preaching questions: These questions offer the Bible verses from which the reader is required to preach or write a commentary. They are labelled as “CMA”, “CMB”, and “CMC”, according to how easy it is to draw a salvation message from the given Bible passage. Questions labelled “CMA” are the easiest, while “CMC” are the most difficult.

Note: Some answers have sections that are demarcated with brackets. These brackets indicate that the enclosed part is additional information, which, whether said or not, does not affect the answer.


	

CHAPTER 1

JEREMIAH CHAPTER 1

“The words of Jeremiah the son of Hilkiah, of the priests who were in Anathoth in the land of Benjamin: 2to whom the word of the LORD came in the days of Josiah the son of Amon, king of Judah, in the thirteenth year of his reign. 3It came also in the days of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, to the end of the eleventh year of Zedekiah, the son of Josiah, king of Judah, to the carrying away of Jerusalem captive in the fifth month. 4Now the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 5“Before I formed you in the belly, I knew you. Before you came forth out of the womb, I sanctified you. I have appointed you a prophet to the nations.” 6Then I said, “Ah, Lord GOD. Look, I do not know how to speak; for I am a child.” 7But the LORD said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am a child;’ for to whoever I shall send you, you shall go, and whatever I shall command you, you shall speak. 8Do not be afraid because of them; for I am with you to deliver you,” says the LORD. 9Then the LORD put forth his hand, and touched my mouth; and the LORD said to me, “Look, I have put my words in your mouth. 10Look, I have this day set you over the nations and over the kingdoms, to pluck up and to break down and to destroy and to overthrow, to build and to plant.” 11Moreover the word of the LORD came to me, saying, “Jeremiah, what do you see?” I said, “I see a branch of an almond tree.” 12Then the LORD said to me, “You have seen well; for I watch over my word to perform it.” 13The word of the LORD came to me the second time, saying, “What do you see?” I said, “I see a boiling caldron; and it is tipping away from the north.” 14Then the LORD said to me, “Out of the north evil will break out on all the inhabitants of the land. 15For, look, I will call all the families of the kingdoms of the north,” says the LORD; “and they shall come, and they shall each set his throne at the entrance of the gates of Jerusalem, and against all its walls all around, and against all the cities of Judah. 16I will utter my judgments against them touching all their wickedness, in that they have forsaken me, and have burned incense to other gods, and worshiped the works of their own hands. 17“You therefore put your belt on your waist, arise, and speak to them all that I command you. Do not be dismayed at them, lest I dismay you before them. 18For, look, I have made you this day a fortified city, and an iron pillar, and bronze walls, against the whole land, against the kings of Judah, against its princes, against its priests, and against the people of the land. 19They will fight against you; but they will not prevail against you; for I am with you,” says the LORD, “to deliver you.””

QUESTIONS

QUESTION 1 a

According to Jeremiah chapter 1:

Who is the author of the book of Jeremiah?

QUESTION 2 b

According to Jeremiah chapter 1:

Who was Jeremiah’s father, what was his occupation and what town was he from?

QUESTION 3 b

According to Jeremiah chapter 1:

Who was king in Judah when the Lord first gave messages to Jeremiah, and in what year of his reign was it?

QUESTION 4 a

According to Jeremiah chapter 1:

What year of King Zedekiah’s reign were the people of Jerusalem taken as captives to Babylon?

QUESTION 5 b2

Jeremiah prophesied during the reign of several kings in Judah:

How many were they, and what are their names?

QUESTION 6 CTXs

“Before I formed you in the belly, I knew you….”

Give the context of the above quote:

Who said it, to who, and under what circumstance?

QUESTION 7 a

According to Jeremiah chapter 1, when the Lord called Jeremiah to be His prophet, Jeremiah was reluctant:

What was his excuse?

QUESTION 8 CPB

Jeremiah chapter 1:7–8 says,

“But the LORD said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am a child;’ for to whoever I shall send you, you shall go, and whatever I shall command you, you shall speak.””

Complete verse 8.

QUESTION 9 a

According to Jeremiah chapter 1, before God said He had put His words in Jeremiah’s mouth:

What did He do to Jeremiah?

QUESTION 10 a

According to Jeremiah chapter 1:

What was Jeremiah’s first vision?

QUESTION 11 b

According to Jeremiah chapter 1, when the Lord asked Jeremiah, “what do you see?”:

What did Jeremiah say he saw in the first instance, and what was the Lord’s response?

QUESTION 12 b

According to Jeremiah chapter 1, when God asked Jeremiah what he saw for the second time:

What did Jeremiah say he saw?

QUESTION 13 a

Jeremiah chapter 1:15 says, “For, look, I will call all the families of the kingdoms of the north,” says the LORD….”

Which kingdom of the north is the above passage talking about?

QUESTION 14 b1

According to Jeremiah chapter 1:

From where did God say that evil or terror would break out on the inhabitants of the land of Judah and why?

QUESTION 15 CPC 2

Jeremiah chapter 1:17–19 says,

““You therefore put your belt on your waist, arise, and speak to them all that I command you. Do not be dismayed at them, lest I dismay you before them.”

Complete verses 18 and 19.

QUESTION 16 CTX

“They will fight against you; but they will not prevail against you”

Give the context of the above quote:

Who said it, to who, and under what circumstance?

QUESTION 17 CMB

Read Jeremiah chapter 1:4–10, preach or write a commentary on the passage with focus on verse 6 and with emphasis on salvation.

QUESTION 18 CMB

Read Jeremiah chapter 1:16, preach or write a commentary on the passage with emphasis on salvation.

QUESTION 19 CMB

Read Jeremiah chapter 1:17–19, preach or write a commentary on the passage with emphasis on salvation.

ANSWERS

ANSWER TO QUESTION 1 a

Prophet Jeremiah (Jeremiah 1:1).

ANSWER TO QUESTION 2 b

• Hilkiah

• He was a priest

• He was from Anathoth in the land of Benjamin (Jeremiah 1:1).

ANSWER TO QUESTION 3 b

• King Josiah

• The 13th year of his reign (Jeremiah 1:2).

ANSWER TO QUESTION 4 a

Eleventh (11th) year (Jeremiah 1:3).

ANSWER TO QUESTION 5 b2

• 5 Kings

• The names of the kings are:

1. King Josiah

2. King Jehoahaz/Shallum

3. King Jehoiakim/Eliakim

4. King Jehoiachin/Jeconiah

5. King Zedekiah/Mattaniah (Jeremiah 1:1–3, 2 Kings 23:31, 24:1–8).

ANSWER TO QUESTION 6 CTXs

• God

• To Prophet Jeremiah

• When God called him to be His prophet (Jeremiah 1:5).

ANSWER TO QUESTION 7 a

His excuse was that he would not be able to speak for God because he was a child (Jeremiah 1:6).

ANSWER TO QUESTION 8 CPB

““8Do not be afraid because of them; for I am with you to deliver you,” says the LORD.” (Jeremiah 1:8.)

ANSWER TO QUESTION 9 a

He touched Jeremiah’s mouth (Jeremiah 1:9).

ANSWER TO QUESTION 10 a

He saw the branch of an almond tree (Jeremiah 1:11).

ANSWER TO QUESTION 11 b

• He saw a branch of an almond tree

• The Lord’s response: “You have seen well; for I watch over my word to perform it.” (Jeremiah 1:11–12.)

ANSWER TO QUESTION 12 b

A boiling caldron or pot or seething pot tipping away from the North (Jeremiah 1:13).

ANSWER TO QUESTION 13 a

Babylon.

ANSWER TO QUESTION 14 b1

• From the North

• Because they have forsaken the Lord, burned incense to other gods, and worshipped the works of their own hands (Jeremiah 1:14–16).

ANSWER TO QUESTION 15 CPC 2

“18For, look, I have made you this day a fortified city, and an iron pillar, and bronze walls, against the whole land, against the kings of Judah, against its princes, against its priests, and against the people of the land. 19They will fight against you; but they will not prevail against you; for I am with you,” says the LORD, “to deliver you.”” (Jeremiah 1:18–19.)

ANSWER TO QUESTION 16 CTX

• God

• To Prophet Jeremiah

• When God commissioned Jeremiah to be His prophet to the people of Judah and encouraged him to be courageous to deliver the message He would send him (Jeremiah 1:19).

HINT TO QUESTION 17 CMB

God’s call to Jeremiah was greeted with an excuse of him being a child and his inability to speak. In response to his excuse, God encouraged him not to be afraid and assured him of His presence, and without further hesitation, Jeremiah carried out his task. Some people who God had positioned to be great ministers fall back due to their fears and limitations, which they use as excuses. But those that summon up the courage to follow through on the given assignment always excel.

HINT TO QUESTION 18 CMB

As a consequence of Judah’s sins, God said He would judge and punish them. God’s judgement comes upon His children who turn away from Him in rebellion. We should not place ourselves in a position to incur God’s judgement.

HINT TO QUESTION 19 CMB

One truth about God is that He never forsakes those who He sends on a given assignment. In the verses under consideration, He once again reiterates His promise to be with Jeremiah to deliver him from any form of opposition. God will never forsake us while we are doing His work. He will always be with us to protect, strengthen and guide us. But when we rebel against Him, He will forsake us, and we may be destroyed.


	

CHAPTER 2

JEREMIAH CHAPTER 2

“The word of the LORD came to me, saying, 2“Go, and cry in the ears of Jerusalem, saying, ‘Thus says the LORD, “I remember you, the devotion of your youth, the love of your weddings; how you went after me in the wilderness, in a land that was not sown. 3Israel was holiness to the LORD, the first fruits of his increase. All who devour him shall be held guilty. Evil shall come on them,”’ says the LORD.” 4Hear the word of the LORD, O house of Jacob, and all the families of the house of Israel. 5Thus says the LORD, “What unrighteousness have your fathers found in me, that they have gone far from me, and have walked after vanity, and are become vain? 6Neither did they say, ‘Where is the LORD who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, who led us through the wilderness, through a land of deserts and of pits, through a land of drought and of the shadow of death, through a land that none passed through, and where no man lived?’ 7I brought you into a plentiful land, to eat its fruit and its goodness; but when you entered, you defiled my land, and made my heritage an abomination. 8The priests did not say, ‘Where is the LORD?’ And those who handle the law did not know me. The rulers also transgressed against me, and the prophets prophesied by Baal, and walked after things that do not profit. 9“Therefore I will yet contend with you,” says the LORD, “and I will contend with your children’s children. 10For pass over to the islands of Kittim, and see; and send to Kedar, and consider diligently; and see if there has been such a thing. 11Has a nation changed its gods, which really are no gods? But my people have changed their glory for that which does not profit. 12“Be astonished, you heavens, at this, and be horribly afraid. Be very desolate,” says the LORD. 13“For my people have committed two evils: they have forsaken me, the spring of living waters, and cut them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no water. 14Is Israel a servant? Is he a native-born slave? Why has he become a prey? 15The young lions have roared at him, and yelled. They have made his land waste. His cities are burned up, without inhabitant. 16The children of Memphis and Tahpanhes have also shaved the crown of your head. 17“Haven’t you brought this on yourself, in that you have forsaken the LORD your God, when he led you by the way? 18Now what have you to do in the way to Egypt, to drink the waters of the Shihor? Or what have you to do in the way to Assyria, to drink the waters of the River? 19“Your own wickedness shall correct you, and your backsliding shall reprove you. Know therefore and see that it is an evil thing and bitter that you have forsaken the LORD your God, and that my fear is not in you,” says the Lord, GOD of hosts. 20“For of old time I have broken your yoke, and burst your bonds; and you said, ‘I will not serve;’ for on every high hill and under every green tree you bowed yourself, playing the prostitute. 21Yet I had planted you a noble vine, wholly a right seed. How then have you turned into the degenerate branches of a foreign vine to me? 22For though you wash yourself with lye, and use much soap, yet your iniquity is marked before me,” says the Lord GOD. 23“How can you say, ‘I am not defiled. I have not gone after the Baals’? See your way in the valley. Know what you have done. You are a swift dromedary traversing her ways; 24a wild donkey used to the wilderness, that snuffs up the wind in her desire. When she is in heat, who can turn her away? All those who seek her will not weary themselves. In her month, they will find her. 25“Withhold your foot from being unshod, and your throat from thirst. But you said, ‘It is in vain. No, for I have loved strangers, and I will go after them.’ 26As the thief is ashamed when he is found, so is the house of Israel ashamed; they, their kings, their officials, and their priests, and their prophets; 27who tell wood, ‘You are my father;’ and a stone, ‘You have brought me out:’ for they have turned their back to me, and not their face; but in the time of their trouble they will say, ‘Arise, and save us.’ 28“But where are your gods that you have made for yourselves? Let them arise, if they can save you in the time of your trouble. For according to the number of your cities are your gods, Judah. And according to the number of the streets of Jerusalem they were sacrificing to Baal. 29“Why will you contend with me? You all have transgressed against me,” says the LORD. 30“I have struck your children in vain. They received no correction. Your own sword has devoured your prophets, like a destroying lion. 31Generation, consider the word of the LORD. Have I been a wilderness to Israel? Or a land of thick darkness? Why do my people say, ‘We have broken loose. We will come to you no more?’ 32“Can a virgin forget her ornaments, or a bride her attire? Yet my people have forgotten me for days without number. 33How well you prepare your way to seek love. Therefore you have taught even the wicked women your ways. 34Also the blood of the souls of the innocent poor is found in your skirts. You did not find them breaking in; but it is because of all these things. 35“Yet you said, ‘ I am innocent. Surely his anger has turned away from me.’ “Look, I will judge you, because you say, ‘I have not sinned.’ 36Why do you go about so much to change your way? You will be ashamed of Egypt also, as you were ashamed of Assyria. 37From there also you shall go forth, with your hands on your head; for the LORD has rejected those in whom you trust, and you shall not prosper with them.””

QUESTIONS

QUESTION 1 CTX

“I remember you, the devotion of your youth, the love of your weddings; how you went after me in the wilderness….”

Give the context of the above quote:

Who said it, to who, and under what circumstance?

QUESTION 2 CTX

“Israel was holiness to the LORD, the first fruits of his increase….”

Give the context of the above quote:

Who said it, to who, and under what circumstance?

QUESTION 3 CPC

Jeremiah chapter 2:5–6 says,

“Thus says the LORD, “What unrighteousness have your fathers found in me, that they have gone far from me, and have walked after vanity, and are become vain?””

Complete verse 6.

QUESTION 4 CTX

“Neither did they say, ‘Where is the LORD who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, who led us through the wilderness….”

Give the context of the above quote:

Who said it, to who, and under what circumstance?

QUESTION 5 CPC

Jeremiah chapter 2:7–8 says,

“I brought you into a plentiful land, to eat its fruit and its goodness; but when you entered, you defiled my land, and made my heritage an abomination.”

Complete verse 8.

QUESTION 6 CPB

Jeremiah chapter 2:10–11 says,

“For pass over to the islands of Kittim, and see; and send to Kedar, and consider diligently; and see if there has been such a thing.”

Complete verse 11.

QUESTION 7 b

In Jeremiah chapter 2:13, when the Lord was complaining against His people, He said: “For my people have committed two evils….”

According to the passage, what were the two evils committed by the people of Israel?

QUESTION 8 CPB

Jeremiah chapter 2:16–17 says,

“The children of Memphis and Tahpanhes have also shaved the crown of your head.”

Complete verse 17.

QUESTION 9 CPC

Jeremiah chapter 2:18–19 says,

“Now what have you to do in the way to Egypt, to drink the waters of the Shihor? Or what have you to do in the way to Assyria, to drink the waters of the River?”

Complete verse 19.

QUESTION 10 CTX

“Your own wickedness shall correct you, and your backsliding shall reprove you.”

Give the context of the above quote:

Who said it, to who, and under what circumstance?

QUESTION 11 CPB

Jeremiah chapter 2:21–22 says,

“Yet I had planted you a noble vine, wholly a right seed. How then have you turned into the degenerate branches of a foreign vine to me?”

Complete verse 22.

QUESTION 12 CTX

“You are a swift dromedary traversing her ways.”

Give the context of the above quote:

Who said it, to who, and under what circumstance?

QUESTION 13 CTX

“As the thief is ashamed when he is found, so is the house of Israel ashamed….”

Give the context of the above quote:

Who said it, to who, and under what circumstance?

QUESTION 14 CPC

Jeremiah chapter 2:26–27 says,

“As the thief is ashamed when he is found, so is the house of Israel ashamed; they, their kings, their officials, and their priests, and their prophets.”

Complete verse 27.

QUESTION 15 CTX

“who tell wood, ‘You are my father;’ and a stone, ‘You have brought me out….’”

Give the context of the above quote:

Who said it, to who, and under what circumstance?

QUESTION 16 CTX

“For according to the number of your cities are your gods, Judah….”

Give the context of the above quote:

Who said it, to who, and under what circumstance?

QUESTION 17 CTX

“Can a virgin forget her ornaments, or a bride her attire?...”

Give the context of the above quote:

Who said it, to who, and under what circumstance?

QUESTION 18 CTX

“How well you prepare your way to seek love….”

Give the context of the above quote:

Who said it, to who, and under what circumstance?

QUESTION 19 CTX

“Also the blood of the souls of the innocent poor is found in your skirts….”

Give the context of the above quote:

Who said it, to who, and under what circumstance?

QUESTION 20 CPB

Jeremiah chapter 2:34–35 says,

“Also the blood of the souls of the innocent poor is found in your skirts. You did not find them breaking in; but it is because of all these things.”

Complete verse 35.

QUESTION 21 CPB

Jeremiah chapter 2:36–37 says,

“Why do you go about so much to change your way? You will be ashamed of Egypt also, as you were ashamed of Assyria.”

Complete verse 37.

QUESTION 22 CMC

Read Jeremiah chapter 2:3, preach or write a commentary on the passage with emphasis on salvation.

QUESTION 23 CMC

Read Jeremiah chapter 2:19, preach or write a commentary on the passage with emphasis on salvation.

QUESTION 24 CMB

Read Jeremiah chapter 2:22–23, preach or write a commentary on the passage with emphasis on salvation.

QUESTION 25 CMB

Read Jeremiah chapter 2:26, preach or write a commentary on the passage with emphasis on salvation.

QUESTION 26 CMB

Read Jeremiah chapter 2:27, preach or write a commentary on the passage with emphasis on salvation.

QUESTION 27 CMB

Read Jeremiah chapter 2:30, preach or write a commentary on the passage with emphasis on salvation.

ANSWERS

ANSWER TO QUESTION 1 CTX

• God, through Prophet Jeremiah

• To the people of Jerusalem

• When He brought up against them a case of their fading love and devotion (Jeremiah 2:2).

ANSWER TO QUESTION 2 CTX

• God, through Prophet Jeremiah

• To the people of Jerusalem

• When the Lord complained against the people for abandoning Him and worshipping other gods (Jeremiah 2:3).

ANSWER TO QUESTION 3 CPC

“6Neither did they say, ‘Where is the LORD who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, who led us through the wilderness, through a land of deserts and of pits, through a land of drought and of the shadow of death, through a land that none passed through, and where no man lived?’” (Jeremiah 2:6.)

ANSWER TO QUESTION 4 CTX

• God, through Prophet Jeremiah

• To the people of Israel

• When He brought up against them a case of their fading love and devotion (Jeremiah 2:6).

ANSWER TO QUESTION 5 CPC

“8The priests did not say, ‘Where is the LORD?’ And those who handle the law did not know me. The rulers also transgressed against me, and the prophets prophesied by Baal, and walked after things that do not profit.” (Jeremiah 2:8.)

ANSWER TO QUESTION 6 CPB

“11Has a nation changed its gods, which really are no gods? But my people have changed their glory for that which does not profit.” (Jeremiah 2:11.)

ANSWER TO QUESTION 7 b

• They forsook or abandoned God (the spring of living waters)

• They cut or dug for themselves broken cisterns that could hold no water (Jeremiah 2:13).

ANSWER TO QUESTION 8 CPB

“17Haven’t you brought this on yourself, in that you have forsaken the LORD your God, when he led you by the way?” (Jeremiah 2:17.)

ANSWER TO QUESTION 9 CPC

“19Your own wickedness shall correct you, and your backsliding shall reprove you. Know therefore and see that it is an evil thing and bitter that you have forsaken the LORD your God, and that my fear is not in you,” says the Lord, GOD of hosts.” (Jeremiah 2:19.)

ANSWER TO QUESTION 10 CTX

• God, through Prophet Jeremiah

• To the people of Israel

• When the Lord complained against the people for abandoning Him and worshipping other gods (Jeremiah 2:19).

ANSWER TO QUESTION 11 CPB

““22For though you wash yourself with lye, and use much soap, yet your iniquity is marked before me,” says the Lord GOD.” (Jeremiah 2:22.)

ANSWER TO QUESTION 12 CTX

• God, through Prophet Jeremiah

• To the people of Israel

• When He was talking about Israel’s unfaithfulness (Jeremiah 2:23).

ANSWER TO QUESTION 13 CTX

• God, through Prophet Jeremiah

• To the people of Israel

• When the Lord complained against the people for abandoning Him and worshipping other gods (Jeremiah 2:26).

ANSWER TO QUESTION 14 CPC

“27who tell wood, ‘You are my father;’ and a stone, ‘You have brought me out:’ for they have turned their back to me, and not their face; but in the time of their trouble they will say, ‘Arise, and save us.’” (Jeremiah 2:27.)

ANSWER TO QUESTION 15 CTX

• God, through Prophet Jeremiah

• To the people of Israel

• When He was talking about Israel’s unfaithfulness (Jeremiah 2:27).

ANSWER TO QUESTION 16 CTX

• God, through Prophet Jeremiah

• To the people of Israel

• When He was talking about Israel’s unfaithfulness (Jeremiah 2:28).

ANSWER TO QUESTION 17 CTX

• God, through Prophet Jeremiah

• To the people of Israel

• When the Lord complained against the people for abandoning Him and worshipping other gods (Jeremiah 2:31–32).

ANSWER TO QUESTION 18 CTX

• God, through Prophet Jeremiah

• To the people of Israel

• When the Lord complained against the people for abandoning Him and worshipping other gods (Jeremiah 2:33).

ANSWER TO QUESTION 19 CTX

• God, through Prophet Jeremiah

• To the people of Israel

• When the Lord complained against the people for abandoning Him and worshipping other gods (Jeremiah 2:34).

ANSWER TO QUESTION 20 CPB

“35Yet you said, ‘I am innocent. Surely his anger has turned away from me. “Look, I will judge you, because you say, ‘I have not sinned.’” (Jeremiah 2:35.)

ANSWER TO QUESTION 21 CPB

“37From there also you shall go forth, with your hands on your head; for the LORD has rejected those in whom you trust, and you shall not prosper with them.” (Jeremiah 2:37.)

HINT TO QUESTION 22 CMC

Israel was God’s chosen nation and was holy to Him. They were the apple of His eyes and whoever harmed them risked incurring God’s wrath on themselves. God always looks out to protect those who believe and trust in Him, just as He did for Israel while they were living in obedience to Him. We should know that when we are holy to the Lord, He will treasure and protect us, and at the same time, we should understand that His protection does not mean we will not come across difficult circumstances. Sometimes even with His protection, we might still find ourselves in unpleasant situations, and in such cases, all we have to do is keep trusting in Him without wavering.

HINT TO QUESTION 23 CMC

Some of the troubles we go through in life result from our own mistakes, as shown in the verse under consideration. If the pains or troubles we go through result from our sins, when we acknowledge our mistakes and run back to God, God has His ways of turning the situation around for our good. At the same time, it is better not to sin than to sin and run back to God because there might be some sins whose physical consequences might have a lasting effect on our lives. It is noteworthy that not all bad situations are caused by our sins; sometimes, God allows us to encounter these seemingly bad situations to bring His plan for us to fulfilment or to test our faith.

HINT TO QUESTION 24 CMB

One thing is sure, as seen in the verses under consideration: no matter how we try to cover up our filthy lifestyle before people, our iniquities can never escape God’s eyes. Therefore, the only way to be saved is to repent and live a life of total obedience to God’s instructions because there is nothing we can do to cover our sins from Him.

HINT TO QUESTION 25 CMB

Some Christians today feel comfortable living in sin. They only feel ashamed of their sins when exposed, which should not be. A true Christian is not supposed to feel comfortable in sin for any reason. Anybody who feels comfortable in sin needs to go back to God for restoration.

HINT TO QUESTION 26 CMB

The people of Israel turned their back on God by forsaking Him and going after other gods. Many today just like the Israelites, turn their backs on God. Your character and priorities show whether you are turning your back on God or turning your face to Him. You could turn your back on God by living in disobedience to His word.

HINT TO QUESTION 27 CMB

God disciplined the people of Israel by striking their children so they could realise their wrongs and return to God, but they refused to respond to His correction. God’s primary purpose in disciplining His children is to correct them when they have begun deviating from the right path. When God disciplines us, we should realise our wrongs, retrace our steps and turn back to Him. We should know that God’s discipline is a sign of His love for us.


	

CHAPTER 3

JEREMIAH CHAPTER 3

“They say, ‘If a man puts away his wife, and she goes from him, and become another man’s, will he return to her again?’ Wouldn’t that land be greatly polluted? But you have played the prostitute with many lovers; yet return again to me,” says the LORD. 2“Lift up your eyes to the bare heights, and see. Where have you not been lain with? You have sat for them by the ways, as an Arabian in the wilderness. You have polluted the land with your prostitution and with your wickedness. 3Therefore the showers have been withheld, and there has been no latter rain; yet you have a prostitute’s forehead, you refused to be ashamed. 4Will you not from this time cry to me, ‘My Father, you are the guide of my youth?’ 5“‘Will he retain his anger forever? Will he keep it to the end?’ Look, you have spoken and have done evil things, and have had your way.” 6Moreover, the LORD said to me in the days of Josiah the king, “Have you seen that which backsliding Israel has done? She has gone up on every high mountain and under every green tree, and there has played the prostitute. I said after she had done all these things, ‘She will return to me;’ but she did not return; and her treacherous sister Judah saw it. 8She saw that for all the causes for which faithless Israel had committed adultery, I had put her away and given her a bill of divorce, yet treacherous Judah, her sister, did not fear; but she also went and played the prostitute. 9And it came to pass, through her casual prostitution, that the land was polluted, and she committed adultery with stone and wood. 10Yet for all this her treacherous sister, Judah, has not returned to me with her whole heart, but only in pretense,” says the LORD. 11The LORD said to me, “Backsliding Israel has shown herself more righteous than treacherous Judah. 12Go, and proclaim these words toward the north, and say, ‘Return, you backsliding Israel,’ says the LORD; ‘I will not look in anger on you; for I am merciful,’ says the LORD. ‘I will not keep anger forever. 13Only acknowledge your iniquity, that you have transgressed against the LORD your God, and have scattered your ways to the strangers under every green tree, and you have not obeyed my voice,’” says the LORD. 14“Return, backsliding children,” says the LORD; “for I am a husband to you. I will take you one of a city, and two of a family, and I will bring you to Zion. 15I will give you shepherds according to my heart, who shall feed you with knowledge and understanding. 16It shall come to pass, when you are multiplied and increased in the land, in those days,” says the LORD, “they shall say no more, ‘The ark of the covenant of the LORD.’ neither shall it come to mind; neither shall they remember it; neither shall they miss it; neither shall it be made any more. 17At that time they shall call Jerusalem ‘The throne of the LORD;’ and all the nations shall be gathered to it, to the name of the LORD, to Jerusalem. Neither shall they walk any more after the stubbornness of their evil heart. 18In those days the house of Judah shall walk with the house of Israel, and they shall come together out of the land of the north to the land that I gave for an inheritance to your fathers. 19“But I said, ‘How I would put you among the children, and give you a pleasant land, the most beautiful inheritance of all the nations.’ and I said, ‘You shall call me “My Father,” and shall not turn away from following me.’ 20“Surely as a wife treacherously departs from her husband, so you have dealt treacherously with me, house of Israel,” says the LORD. 21A voice is heard on the bare heights, the weeping and the petitions of the sons of Israel; because they have perverted their way, they have forgotten the LORD their God. 22”Return, you backsliding children, I will heal your backsliding.” “Look, we have come to you; for you are the LORD our God. 23Truly the hills are a delusion, the tumult on the mountains. Truly the salvation of Israel is in the LORD our God. 24But the shameful thing has devoured the labor of our fathers from our youth, their flocks and their herds, their sons and their daughters. 25Let us lie down in our shame, and let our confusion cover us; for we have sinned against the LORD our God, we and our fathers, from our youth even to this day. We have not obeyed the voice of the LORD our God.”

QUESTIONS

QUESTION 1 b2

Jeremiah chapter 3:1 says, “They say, ‘If a man puts away his wife, and she goes from him, and become another man’s, will he return to her again?’ Wouldn’t that land be greatly polluted?...”

Where in the Bible is the law which addresses God’s statement above first given?

QUESTION 2 CPB

Jeremiah chapter 3:2–3 says,

“Lift up your eyes to the bare heights, and see. Where have you not been lain with? You have sat for them by the ways, as an Arabian in the wilderness. You have polluted the land with your prostitution and with your wickedness.”

Complete verse 3.

QUESTION 3 b

According to Jeremiah chapter 3:

What was the effect of Israel’s idolatrous act on their environment?

QUESTION 4 b

According to Jeremiah chapter 3:
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