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         An independent, creative force in the astrological community for over a quarter of a century, Frank Clifford has built an eclectic career in astrology, palmistry and publishing:

         
	as the writer of a dozen books, and columnist for numerous magazines

            	as a publisher of over 30 books and booklets

            	as a consultant for clients and businesses

            	as a researcher and compiler of birth data

            	as a media astrologer/palmist profiled and interviewed on radio, TV and in print

            	as an international lecturer and the Principal of The London School of Astrology

         

In September 2012, at the annual Astrological Association Conference, Frank became the thirteenth (and youngest) winner of The Charles Harvey Award for Exceptional Service to Astrology – a lifetime achievement honour.

         An astrologer and palmist since age 16, Frank began his data collecting work with Lois Rodden, contributing to and editing Profiles of Women (1995) and Data News. When Rodden was approached to develop software to house the data collection, Frank suggested she call it ‘Astrodatabank’. His own Clifford Data Compendium first appeared as part of the Solar Fire package in 1997 (updated in 2000) and his first book, British Entertainers: the Astrological Profiles, was published that same year (expanded in 2003).

         In 1996, Frank founded Flare Publications (www.flareuk.com), and since then has edited and published over two dozen astrology books. Frank’s own books include Getting to the Heart of Your Chart (2012), Horoscope Snapshots (2014), The Book of Music Horoscopes, and The Solar Arc Handbook (2018). In recent years, he has focused on shorter volumes on the astrology of comedy, love and sexuality, and the Midheaven.

         Frank has written Sun sign columns for magazines such as Marie Claire (UK), Quick and Simple (US), Reveal (UK) and Candis (UK). His media work has ranged from the sublime to the ridiculous: from documentaries on Little Britain and Danny Boyle’s feature film Sunshine and working with the Oxford University Press and Universal Studios, to being asked by The Sun tabloid to locate a then-missing Saddam Hussein! Frank currently writes for The Mountain Astrologer and has guest edited over half a dozen themed issues for the popular magazine.

         Frank also has an international reputation as a palmist, with the Guardian dubbing him ‘palm reader to the stars’. His palmistry books have been published in a dozen languages and his first, Palmistry 4 Today (Rider/Random House, 2002; Flare expanded edition, 2010), is considered the modern textbook on the subject.

         Since Frank took over the running of The London School of Astrology in 2004, he has been instrumental in bringing a younger generation to the subject. He has also lectured in a dozen countries over four continents and given over two thousand talks, classes and seminars. He was a guest tutor on a psychology course at the London Metropolitan University and, when Frank first visited China in 2012, the Press promoted him as ‘the Dean of the Harry Potter School’! At the LSA he runs certificate and diploma classes, seminars and courses in astrology, tarot and palmistry. The LSA prides itself on inviting an eclectic range of some of the most accomplished astrologers from around the world to give seminars and classes. Frank launched branches of the LSA in China in 2017 and in Japan in 2021. For more details about the LSA’s London courses and its new online courses, please visit www.londonschoolofastrology.com and www.frankclifford.co.uk
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         To Mario Trevino, for changing my life

         and to Barry Street, a most generous Sagittarian spirit

         • Charts: Solar Fire software

• Cover: Craig Knottenbelt

• Proofing: Jane Struthers, Michael Nile

          

         Thanks to Craig for the great cover, to Michael for his amazing Mercury–Saturn support during this project, and to the wonderful Jane and her Jupiter–MC in Virgo skills. Thanks to Bernard Eccles for clarifying (and simplifying!) the astronomy. And a big thank you to all the colleagues, friends, clients and students who have taught me so much and supported my work over the years.

          

         I’ve been promising to produce a volume on the Midheaven for the longest time! I was on the point of sitting down to write it back in 2003 but then I began running The London School of Astrology, which became one of a handful of full-time jobs I’ve juggled for over ten years. The schedule shows no signs of abating, so the only way to finish this was to write a to-the-point booklet – to pack in as much as I possibly could and then leave further exploration of examples to future lectures and articles. It suits my Aries Sun and Gemini Ascendant, as well as my Virgo Moon. The reader response to the booklets already on the market has been heartening, so I hope you will enjoy this one, too. With my thanks and gratitude – Frank

         The birth data of famous people listed in this booklet are from verified sources and full details can be found online at www.astrodatabank.com and Sy Scholfield’s www.astrodatablog.com

         Further reading on the Midheaven (listed alphabetically by author)
Planets in Work by Jamie Binder; Power of the Midheaven by Stephanie Jean Clement; Vocation: the Astrology of Career, Creativity and Calling by Brian Clark; Using Astrology to Create a Vocational Profile by Faye Cossar; Vocational Astrology by Judith Hill; Aspects to Horoscope Angles by Vivia Jayne; Equal Houses by Beth Koch; Incarnation by Melanie Reinhart; Money: How to Find It with Astrology by Lois Rodden; Direction and Destiny in the Birthchart by Howard Sasportas; Finding Success in the Horoscope by Jackie Slevin; The Astrology of Success by Jan Spiller; Vocations by Noel Tyl; In Search of a Fulfilling Career by Joanne Wickenburg
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         Introducing the Midheaven [image: ]


         When I first began to write, research and lecture on the Midheaven (Latin: medium coeli – pronounced cheh-lee – ‘middle of the sky’), it was either generally overlooked in most astrological literature, included in descriptions of the 10th House or dismissed as simply a ‘career’ or non-personal point. It is, of course, much more than one’s career. The Midheaven (or MC for short) describes facets of our public persona and our reputation, as well as the underlying psychological and parental issues that drive us to make our individual mark in the world. It is the area of the chart most associated with success, achievement and recognition, and is one of the four all-important angles of the horoscope – the most personal and time-sensitive points of our chart.

         In this booklet, I’ll be offering further definitions of the MC as well as looking at its role as part of an axis. I’ll also offer some brief interpretations of the MC through the signs, its aspects from the planets and the various Ascendant–MC combinations (there are 38 possibilities for anyone born between the latitudes 60° North and 40° South).

         If you know your birth time, you can use the graph on the next page to work out the sign of your Midheaven (or you can use a chart calculation program online). If your birth time is rounded off and/or your calculations show the MC degree to be close to the beginning or end of a sign, I hope the descriptions in this booklet will help you determine in which sign your MC actually falls.

         But first, a little astronomy. Your Midheaven is the degree of the ecliptic (the apparent path of the Sun) that is due south at the moment and place of your birth (for southern hemisphere births, the MC is due north). The MC degree is exactly opposite the Imum Coeli (‘bottom of the sky’, or IC for short) – they are the same degree and minute, but in signs opposite one another.

         Whereas the time it takes for the Ascendant degree to rise can vary (in the northern hemisphere, Virgo, Libra and Scorpio rise particularly slowly and Pisces, Aries and Taurus rise quickly – and these are reversed in the southern hemisphere), the Midheaven is like clockwork. It takes four minutes to move 1° through the zodiac, taking a full two hours to travel through a sign (each sign comprises 30°; 4 mins x 30 = 2 hours).

         Later in this booklet, when writing about the Equal system of house division (where each house is 30°, starting from the Ascendant’s degree), I shall introduce the zenith (the degree of the zodiac directly above the observer) and the nadir (the degree directly underneath the observer) – both are 90° from the Ascendant–Descendant axis.

         The Power Points of the Horoscope: The Four Angles [image: ]


         Before we focus on the Midheaven, it is worthwhile seeing it in the context of the other horoscope angles. The angles of our chart are not celestial bodies but four important astronomical reference points at the moment of our birth. As four ‘anchors’, ‘pillars’, ‘hinges’ or ‘compass points’ (renowned astrologer William Lilly called them ‘the quarters of heaven’), they provide a framework for the horoscope and determine the twelve astrological houses, which then bring the planets ‘down to earth’ and blend the celestial of the ‘above’ with the mundane of the ‘below’. The four angles are, in fact, two axes: the Ascendant–Descendant axis and the MC–IC axis. Axes are oppositions: the sign on the Ascendant is exactly opposite that of the Descendant, and the MC opposes the IC. The nature of oppositions is to make us conscious of both inseparable and interlinked ends – and how an emphasis on one can affect the other. The Ascendant and Midheaven are usually considered the most important ‘directions’ of the four angles, and arrowheads are usually added to these lines in a chart (see below). 2

         
            [image: ]

         

         3Planets ‘manifest’ most decisively and powerfully at the four angles; here the planets make their mark as recurring themes, character traits, relationship patterns and life scripts. Whether we’re practising natal (birth), electional, forecasting or horary astrology, a planet within 8–10° of an angle makes the most obvious set of statements about the person or situation. Natally, a planet on an angle shows that which is called forth for us to enact and fulfil most vividly in our lifetime. In Getting to the Heart of Your Chart (Flare, 2012), I wrote, ‘The four angles … act like a highly personal compass: they reveal our orientation to our environment; and they are also ‘receivers’, showing what we pick up from our surroundings and how we interact with the world around us. They are two-way windows on our world, representing our personal [Ascendant], relationship [Descendant], family [IC] and social landscapes [MC].’

         Most systems of house division are quadrant-based: each of the four angles begins a quadrant (see diagram) and an angular house. Although I don’t use a quadrant house system, each angle could be symbolically assigned an element (and cardinal sign) that corresponds to the ‘natural’ sign order anticlockwise from the Ascendant:

         
            [image: ] The Ascendant (ASC) begins the 1st Quadrant and the 1st House, which is linked to the Fire sign of Aries and ruler Mars.

            [image: ] The Imum Coeli (IC) begins the 2nd Quadrant and the 4th House, which is linked to the Water sign of Cancer and ruler Moon.

            [image: ] The Descendant (DSC) begins the 3rd Quadrant and the 7th House, which is linked to the Air sign of Libra and ruler Venus.

            [image: ] The Medium Coeli (MC) begins the 4th Quadrant and the 10th House, which is linked to the Earth sign of Capricorn and ruler Saturn.
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         These associations help us to define each angle and capture their differences:

         
            [image: ] The Ascendant (Fire angle): What motivates me as I walk out my front door and face the world. How I interpret experience and engage with life. How I expect the world to appear, and how I appear (including my physicality) to it. The choices I make based upon expectations and experience. My own idea of reality and my open agenda. The route and journey/myth through life. My meet-and-greet personality. My identity badge.

            [image: ] The IC (Water angle): My foundations, legacy, ancestors, heritage, roots and ‘soil’; my psychological taproot. My ‘cellar’; who I am when alone, germinating, feeling lonely or when I retreat. My deep subconscious. Hidden motivations to succeed in the outer world. The area of my life I ignore at my peril; secret fears that can unconsciously steer my direction. Any founding principles I have that anchor a sense of security (i.e. what I know belongs to me). My family coat of arms.

            [image: ] The Descendant (Air angle): My own reflection/projection through my relationships with friends and lovers. What I need to receive from others (even 4when not aware of it). Others’ perceptions of me and interactions that challenge the notion of who I am and force me to consider how I come across to the world. What I attract and seek out in a partner. My personals ad.

            [image: ] The MC (Earth angle): My aims and goals, and intentions (inner ‘vow’) to create something of substance and lasting impact for the world to see. My place of mastery and distinction. My best pathway to social recognition; me at my most conscious. What I stand for in the world. My resumé or professional ID.

         

         As I wrote in Heart, the Ascendant–Descendant axis is like a see-saw – the challenge is the balancing act of ‘I’ and ‘you’ – negotiating, compromising, seeking equality and equilibrium. This axis is our horizon – the direction is left and right, east and west – what we see when we scan our surroundings; what grabs our attention. It is the axis of encounters – engaging with our environment, interacting with people around us, and our relationship issues.

         The MC–IC axis is like a vertical pillar or tree – how we are able to grow up and out. In order to soar (MC), we must be aware of the ground below us (IC) and the steadiness of our foundation. A ‘spinal column’ or backbone, this is the axis of individuality, hierarchy, parents and self-actualization. The challenge is the balancing act of becoming our own construct in society without putting our principles and past completely in the shade. The direction of this axis is above and below, so it asks us to look up towards the (middle of the) heavens, out of ourselves and into the future, as well as to look down, deep inside and back to our roots.

         As mentioned, the angles reveal the orientation of our personal compass to our environment, which may or may not immediately blend well with key horoscope placements such as the Sun and Moon and the inner planets. Perhaps all four angles are in fixed signs (suggesting a permanent environment and attachment to it) or cardinal (a dynamic environment that requires initiating and engaging in life’s central conflicts) or mutable signs (a changeable environment with shifting goalposts) – or a mix of different modes. If we have fixed signs on our angles but inner planets (from the Sun to Mars) that have an emphasis on mutable signs, the fixed environment might feel frustrating or restrictive to our mutable nature – or it might provide much-needed stability and give others the impression that we are more stable and grounded (fixed angles) than we naturally are (mutable inner planets). If we have a mutable compass, though, the environment might be one of constant process and change that suits a flexible temperament (mutable inner planets) – or it might unsteady those of us with fixed inner planets who need stability and predictability.

         
            [image: ]

         

         The Work of the Gauquelins

         From the 1950s to the 1980s, French statisticians Michel and Françoise Gauquelin found that any attempt to ‘prove’ astrology hinged on the angles. They proved that planets around the four angles determined facets of our character as well as eminence in certain professions. Using a Placidus-type system of house division, they showed that the areas around the angles were the most powerful, character-defining positions in the chart. But to the dismay of many astrologers, the findings leaned towards the cadent houses (12th, 9th, 6th and 53rd) of the horoscope rather than the anticipated neighbouring angular 1st, 4th, 7th and 10th houses – for so long considered the most important areas. At birth, a planet in any of the four Gauquelin Sectors (or G-Zones) – see the shaded areas of the diagram above – has a powerful bearing on our most fundamental, innate and compelling drives. It makes a strong, lifelong impression on us.

         The Gauquelins attained results with the Moon, Venus, Mars, Jupiter and Saturn (perhaps the Sun and Mercury’s closeness in the sky obscured any noticeable patterns for either planet), and when I was last with Françoise, many years ago, she spoke of ‘getting results’ with Uranus. Although most of the Gauquelins’ work examined the links between eminent professionals and associated planets (e.g. leading, top brass athletes had Mars in a G-Zone more often than expected and more than regular athletes), their greatest legacy to astrologers is their keyword research into the planets. They were able to compile lists of adjectives that created ‘planetary types’ (e.g. the Mars type is ‘spontaneous’, ‘fearless’, ‘combative’, ‘dynamic’, ‘energetic’ and ‘reckless’). This took their research away from ‘eminence’ (which is not particularly useful in everyday astrological consultations) to that of building a ‘nature’ for each planet – a collection of characteristics that produces resonant effects in every area of a person’s life.

         
            [image: ]

         

         The Diurnal Cycle

         The planets (unless retrograde) move anticlockwise through the zodiac. But on a daily (diurnal) cycle, the Earth’s rotation on its axis means that planets appear to move clockwise: to rise over the Ascendant and culminate at the MC, then set at the Descendant and anti-culminate at the IC (see the arrows around the diagram, right). The Ascendant–Descendant ‘horizon’ axis is the distinction between light and dark: that which is potentially visible to the observer (above the horizon, houses 12 to 7) and that which is hidden (below the horizon, houses 1 to 6).

         The Sun is the great cosmic clock; its position in a horoscope will give you an immediate idea as to the time a person was born. Here’s what I wrote for The Contemporary Astrologer’s Handbook (Flare, 2006): ‘The Sun rises from the First Quadrant and crosses the Ascendant (sunrise), moving above the horizon into the Fourth Quadrant (morning). It passes across the MC (around noon) and into the Third Quadrant after midday (afternoon), and then heads down towards the horizon (Descendant). After crossing the horizon/Descendant (around sunset), it travels down into the Second Quadrant (evening). By midnight (Sun on the IC) it is ready to move from the Second to the First Quadrant (where it travels from the lowest part of the horoscope – early hours – up towards the horizon and a new sunrise).’ (Keep in mind of course that sunrise and sunset vary depending on the time of year and how far north or south we are. In the UK, for instance, during the summer months we have Daylight Savings Time, so clocks register GMT noon and midnight at 1 p.m. and 1 a.m. respectively.)

         We can take the Sun’s path through the day and night as a good analogy of the four angles. The IC point is the eerie, midnight ‘low’ point – the crossover from one day to the next. At this point, all is dark, unconscious, quiet, internal. And then some hours later, the new ‘day’ begins at sunrise as the Sun crosses over the Ascendant and 6into the 12th House. It’s a birth, an emergence. It’s a spectacular, unmissable launch. (Keywords: emergence, ascension, ascendancy, magnification, burgeoning.) We then reach the glaring light of ‘high noon’ at the Midheaven (MC) – the Sun’s peak position, its glorious culmination. (Keywords: pedestal, splendour, bloom, eminence, pinnacle, apex, culmination, climax, high point.) The Sun glides down towards the Descendant and ‘dies’ as it merges with the horizon and ‘loses itself’ at sunset. (Keywords: merging, uniting, integration, bowing, curtain call, demise, disappearance, sinking, withdrawal, fade.) It then heads down towards the midnight position of the IC again, finishing the 24-hour cycle. (Keywords: retreat, conversion, changeover, transition, depth, low point.) The Sun is at its most impressive at three of the angles and significantly invisible to us at the IC. (Astrologer Melanie Reinhart quips that the IC should be known as the ‘I don’t see’ because of its hidden nature.)

         Although I’ve used the Sun as an example, during the course of 24 hours each planet crosses over these important astronomical positions and follows a similar path of dark crossover (anti-culminating at the IC), emergence (rising at the ASC), culmination (peaking at the MC) and disappearance (setting at the DSC). (Due to the Earth’s rotation, every degree of the zodiac will appear on each angle at some point during 24 hours as the Earth turns on its axis and we get a 360° view of the heavens in that time.)

         This clockwise, diurnal movement of the planets is different from the sequence of the houses, which are counted in an anticlockwise manner from the Ascendant (see diagram, right). Once the birth moment has occurred, an Ascendant (and its degree) can be calculated, and the houses then follow on from this Ascendant/rising sign. The signs of the zodiac follow this sequence, too, as do planets when they transit the natal horoscope.

         
            [image: ]

         

         There have been a number of interesting methods (from astrologers such as Dorotheus, Guido Bonatti and William Lilly to Wolfgang Döbereiner, Tad Mann and Bruno and Louise Huber) to align these angles and quadrants with stages or years of life. Although some astrologers use the anticlockwise, regular order of the houses to determine the age or stage in life, I think the clockwise, diurnal movement is equally revealing:

         
            [image: ] At the IC, a planet is at its starting and earliest point (like a New Moon). A planet travelling up towards the Ascendant is incubating, developing; it’s in the dark, in the seeding stage. The planet hasn’t yet come to light. Symbolically this is the conception point (IC), which is followed by the gestating stage in the womb.

            [image: ] At the Ascendant, a planet crosses over and emerges into the light – it is visible, active and striving (like the First Quarter Moon). As it journeys through what we know to be the 12th House and up to the MC, it is early and unaware – but we slowly witness the awareness and conscious development of this young energy. It is striving, on its way and heading towards the top. Symbolically it is the moment from birth (the Ascendant) up until the first Saturn return or perhaps the mid-30s. When it reaches its highest point of the journey, the planet is at the Midheaven (MC) – at its peak energy-wise and in full glory. It has reached maturity, like the Full Moon. 7

            [image: ] The planet begins to travel down towards the Descendant. Symbolically it is the period between the first and second Saturn returns (29–59). At the Descendant (like the Last Quarter Moon), it begins to disappear, actively changing gear, submerging into ‘old age’, the twilight years and the final act in life.

            [image: ] The planet is now below the surface – hidden – as it heads towards the ‘bottom of the sky’, the IC. Symbolically this is the period from retirement to death. Once it has passed the IC point, a planet is ‘re-seeded’, gestates and starts its climb towards its re-emergence (birth) at the Ascendant. Like a foetus ready to emerge into the world, a planet about to rise from the 1st House into the 12th is equipped with just enough of what it needs for its launch into the light (even if it is at a vulnerable, early stage).

         

         Ancient star-watchers considered the Descendant to be the point of death – opposite the Ascendant, the point of birth – when the Sun or planet would disappear from sight and travel below the horizon; but in our diurnal, clockwise method, the IC is the switchover, the death point, the ‘end of the matter’.

         It’s not a complete stretch to combine both directions in your approach: to use the anticlockwise 1–12 Equal houses (or another house system) for the house meanings in natal and forecasting work (to show the mundane, psychological and archetypal experiences in action); and also to use the quadrants in a diurnal, clockwise manner (to describe a natal planet’s place in the cycle/ages/seasons of life). (Astrologer Glenda Cole took a different route and wrote a fascinating article looking at how the house meanings could be explained by starting from the 12th all the way around to the 1st, as the Gauquelins also suggested.)

         The Midheaven (MC): What it Means in Our Horoscope [image: ]


         
            [image: ]

         

         Ideally, the MC should not be read in isolation – for a full understanding of its meaning, we must consider the rest of the chart. It is also a complex unto itself: we cannot look at the MC sign without looking at both ends of the axis, its planetary ruler(s), aspects from the planets and, if we choose a non-quadrant system, to look at the house in which it falls. Here’s a summary, which is followed by a guide to what the MC means.

         
            [image: ] Our definitions of success; how we receive social recognition

            [image: ] Our status, image and reputation

            [image: ] Qualities we admire, elevate and emulate; our role models

            [image: ] Our social shorthand; the public perception of our lifestyle

            [image: ] Our game plan; where we’re heading

            [image: ] Early aspirations

            [image: ] Parental themes; our parental inheritance8

         

         The Formula for Success: Grabbing the Brass Ring

         Success is shown in a chart by the extent to which we assume the role symbolized by the MC voluntarily and constructively – Lois Rodden, Money: How to Find It with Astrology (Data New Press, 1995)

         
             

         

         Success is symbolized in the horoscope by the Midheaven (MC). Success is: ‘the attainment of a goal and recognition for it; a favourable outcome of something attempted; the attainment of wealth, position, honours.’ The etymology of the word lies in succedere (to come after, to ascend, to mount) and successus (an advance, a coming up; a good result), and both corroborate the MC’s astronomical position as an elevated point in the horoscope close to where planets culminate (culminatus: to top, to crown) and reach their peak.

         The MC sign (as well its aspects from the planets) spotlights the sort of success that gives us personal fulfilment, as well as those aims that we define as success (be they money, stability, family, love, fame, etc). And in turn, what we would consider failure – what we’d significantly miss if we weren’t able to achieve it. Ideally the MC is a place of triumph; where we are crowned for our achievements.

         When we look at our Midheaven sign – and particularly any planets conjunct the MC – it gives us an idea of the images or tableaux we have around achievement: winning an award, being CEO of a company, having a book published, becoming a millionaire, receiving standing ovations, gathering together with our loving family, making the world a better place, etc. Nowadays people associate success with money and fame, and to read some astrological texts on the subject we imagine all we’d need was the Sun in the 10th House or Jupiter on the Midheaven to be famous. But whereas the MC does speak of our type of ‘fame’ and our most notable achievements, a planet on the MC (or in the 10th House) does not guarantee any measure of success or fame – neither does a weakly or ‘badly’ aspected MC (or ruler) suggest the opposite. The more charts we read, the more we realize that there is no simple formula. People become successful or ‘famous’ (locally, nationally or globally) for as many reasons and in as many ways as there are planetary combinations and astrological indicators to describe them. The chart says far more about our motivation, talents and our approach to any field of endeavour than it does about what ‘makes’ a successful astrologer, politician, teacher or famous person.

         Most of us will work without a moment of fame (or interest in it, perhaps), but it is important for us all to have some measure of acclaim for our contribution to the world around us. Ultimately, I think the keys to any sort of success are the three Ds: Discipline, Determination and Drive. In short: Courage. We all have some kind of talent and a level of energy to accomplish tasks, but without courage we can’t truly express our potential. Here’s a formula I’ve written before in my books: Talent + Energy + Courage = Success in Life.

         Back to the Midheaven. Whether we’re aiming for the world stage or to make an impact on our local, social environment, this angle shows the best pathway to success and outer recognition. Unlike the Moon, which speaks of primal needs and habits formed in childhood, the MC takes time (the Saturn, Earth angle) to formulate, build and to bloom. The MC acts as a gateway, a portal to ‘out there’, beyond ourselves. Its sign and whole complex reveals the types of behaviour and image we need to cultivate in order to receive acknowledgement from others and form a successful reputation in society. The MC–IC axis also warns of the types of conduct that can get in the way of our own successes, ruin our reputation or thwart our accomplishments.

         9This guide to ‘best behaviour’ (as shown by the MC and its aspects) may be in conflict or in harmony with our temperament (as shown by the Moon) or our personal philosophy and core life direction (as symbolized by the Sun). And our horoscope will reveal whether other chart factors clash with or support the message of the MC complex. Lois Rodden writes in Money: ‘The extent of the contradiction between the MC and our basic nature shows the extent of distress or inability to function in a successful societal role.’ But no combination ‘denies’ success – in fact, contradictions can spur us on, or we will find that ‘hard’ discordant aspects to the MC mirror the determination and backbone we have that helps us succeed. But some combinations work together more easily and then we start to see the ‘triumvirate’ between the Moon (needs), Sun (core character) and MC (societal conduct) complementing each other. We’ll be looking at a few examples later.

         Yes, S.I.R.! Status, Image, Reputation

         What one has to do usually can be done – Eleanor Roosevelt

         
             

         

         The MC is linked to our status – our social or work position, our professional standing, our station in life. These come with certain rights, obligations and responsibilities. Do we need (or command) respect? How do we appear when we’re ‘on show’? Astrologer Jackie Slevin calls the Midheaven our ‘personal marketplace’ and ‘our state of public presentation’. Being linked to Saturn, Capricorn and the 10th House, the MC speaks of our relationship with authority and hierarchy. Although planets residing in the 10th can clearly describe our authority figures and bosses, the MC has much to say about how we assume our own authority in the world, and our approach to ‘the system’.
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