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“I wrote these three books when my children were respectively six and four years old and thus obviously too young to read The Rivals. But their friends had told them I was a writer, and then they demanded their own books. Willy is my eldest son William, and James is his younger brother.” - Jeffrey Archer
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‘Which is the fastest car in Littleland?’ asked Queen Echo, spreading some “By Royal Appointment” marmalade on a burnt piece of toast. ‘Which is the fastest car in Littleland?’


(Everything that the King and Queen wore, ate or used had to be the very best of its kind and, when it had been tested, was awarded a “By Royal Appointment” seal, so that all the people of Littleland would know how good it was.)
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‘I have no idea,’ replied Good King Benefactor, not looking up from his morning copy of The Crown News.


‘As King of Littleland you’re supposed to know everything,’ said Queen Echo. ‘As King of Littleland you’re supposed to know everything.’


‘Am I really?’ asked the King gloomily. He always disliked being asked difficult questions before he’d finished his breakfast.









4












[image: Illustration]






‘Of course,’ said the Queen. ‘What would your subjects think if they asked you a simple question, and you didn’t know the answer? What would your subjects think if they asked you a simple question, and you didn’t know the answer?’


‘But they never ask me anything,’ replied the King.


‘That’s not the point,’ said the Queen. ‘So you had better find out the answer pretty quickly. It’s just the sort of question someone might ask you.’
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