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Run, Rebel was first performed at Mercury Theatre, Colchester on 25 February 2023, before touring to York Theatre Royal; Derby Theatre; Belgrade Theatre, Coventry and Alnwick Playhouse. The cast and creative team was a follows:
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Characters
 

AMBER, fifteen years old
 

HARBANS, Amber’s dad, late forties
 

SURINDER, Amber’s mum, early forties
 

RUBY, Amber’s sister, early twenties
 

DAVID, Amber’s friend, fifteen years old
 

TARA, Amber’s friend, fifteen years old
 

BEENA, David’s mum, thirty-one
 

Other characters
 

MISS SUTTON, TEACHERS, GEMMA, STUDENTS, JOB CENTRE WORKER, NEIGHBOURS, MCDONALD’S WORKER
 

Note on the Text
 

Any speech in this font refers to a different moment in time.
 

All characters other than Amber double/multi-role.
 

The company are on stage throughout.
 

Note on the Dialogue
 

A dash ( – ) at the end of a line indicates an interruption from the next speaker.
 

A slash ( / ) at the end of a line indicates overlapping dialogue.
 

This ebook was created before the end of rehearsals and so may differ slightly from the play as performed.
 





 


 

ACT ONE
 

AMBER. We all have a story to tell. 
Every one of us.
 

She points to members of the audience.
 

You have a story.
 

You have a story.
 

I bet you have a story.
 

I can tell you have a story.
 

You have a story, you have a story…
 

Every. Single. One of us has a story to tell.
 

And we should be allowed to tell it right?
 

We should take control of it,
 

we should own it.
 

It’s the only way to be truly free.
 

I’m Amber. I’m fifteen and I live here,
 

Palm Wood Estate.
 

One of the roughest and biggest estates in the country.
 

Streets-in-the-sky dreams
 

turned to sinkhole nightmares.
 

A bunch of concrete towers,
 

looming over you.
 

Windows like Mona Lisa eyes,
 

watching you, following you, there’s no hiding…
 

I live in that house,
 

with my mum and dad.
 

I’ve got an older sister, Ruby,
 

but she doesn’t live with us any more.
 

So, this is it.
 

My story.
 

I’ve waited a long time to tell it.
 

All the secrets I’ve been holding inside
 

about dreams so big.
 

A love so grand,
 

a life half lived.
 

About Mum, about Ruby, about Dad, about me.
 

How we fought.
 

How we survived.
 

How we ran.
 

How we rebelled.
 

How we broke free.
 

First day back at school.
 

She runs.
 

Past the bookie’s,
 

the chippy,
 

the newsagent’s.
 

Dodge the dog shit,
 

down a dirty alley,
 

past the garage,
 

till I get to…
 

AMBER stops.
 

St Martin’s Church!
 

My sanctuary.
 

Open skies
 

away from prying eyes.
 

TARA and DAVID enter.
 

Here they are,
 

my bezzy mates.
 

Tara and David.
 

They say three’s a crowd
 

but not with us.
 

TARA. AmberAmberAmber! I’ve missed your beautiful face!
 

AMBER (to audience). Tara’s the only person that ever calls me beautiful.
 

DAVID. Sister from another mister, come here!
 

AMBER. Brother from another mother!
 

They playfight and then hug.
 

(To audience.) Holy hell. He’s er… changed over the summer.
 

AMBER takes a deep breath in as they embrace.
 

(To audience.) Mmmm strawberry chewing gum and Lynx.
 

Would you mind if we did that again? Thanks.
 

DAVID. Sister from another mister, come here!
 

AMBER. Brother from another mother!
 

She smells his breath.
 

(To audience.) Oh god, sooo good!
 

One more time. Please.
 

DAVID. Sister from another mister, come here!
 

AMBER. Brother from another mother!
 

She sniffs his chest.
 

(To audience.) He smells sooooo goooood!!!!
 

AMBER hugs DAVID for a little longer than she should.
 

Fine… Okay I admit it. I love him. I do. I really do. Ever since Year 7. I mean come on… look at him… Eyes. Hair. Cheekbones. Arms. Has he been lifting weights? Hel-lo. Legs… Chest. Looks like he’s about to pop out of his shirt and let’s not forget that mouth. Mouth. Mouth. Mouth…
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