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  Introduction


  The format of this book is simple: There are 365 lessons so that you can study one each day for a year.


  Each lesson consists of a short annotated game and at least one quiz question to test you. At the end of the lesson you will find an additional game that illustrates the opening or strategic themes of the main game.


  Try to set aside at least an hour for each lesson. You can get the most out of it by playing the main game over at least twice.


  The first time will give you a general sense of why the game was won or lost. The second time will allow you to look more closely at the tactics and strategy. You might look at it once more, this time with colors reversed, seeing the board from Black’s viewpoint rather than White’s. You’d be surprised how often this reversal changes your appreciation of what happened. If you are using a computer program, make sure to look at the illustrative game with it to see any tactical ideas you might have missed.


  Feel free to move on to a second lesson each day after you’ve finished the first. But don’t leave a lesson until you can describe what happened in the main game. Describe it in words, not “White won because 17 ♗xc5+ Kg8 18 Rg1+.” I’m hoping that at the end of each lesson you will have that feeling – all too rare in chess – that you’ve learned something today.


  Almost all the main games in this book last 20 moves or less. The early lessons have most of the very short games and the more basic tactical ideas. Longer games and more complex positional ideas are tackled later on. Most of the games were played by masters, so some will end when a player loses a piece and resigns. Other games may last until checkmate.


  Don’t be surprised if you find some games helpful, others difficult and still others too easy. Each student progresses in their own way. And don’t feel upset if you can’t answer the daily quiz questions. Some are based on simple tactics but others are much more difficult. The answers are at the back of this book.


  Of course, there is a lot that this book does not cover. Games of less than 20 moves end much too early to provide meaningful instruction about the endgame. Nor is this the book that will teach you the finer points of openings. Many of the games begin with gambits, some long out of fashion. But they are here because they illustrate important concepts like compensation and initiative and demonstrate the many combinational patterns that you need to know.


  And most of these games were chosen because they are entertaining. If you aren’t enjoying chess as you study it, you won’t keep at it. So have a good year!


  
DAY 1 Take What He Gives


  Almost every move by your opponent has good – and less good – features.

  You win by exploiting the latter.


  Jan Timman White


  Mustafa Ahmed Bakali Black


  Nice 1974


  Center Counter Defense B01


  1 e4 d5 2 exd5 ♘f6 3 d4 ♘xd5 4 c4


  Quieter play, 4 ♘f3 g6 5 ♗e2 ♗g7 6 0-0, promises a modest White advantage, at most.


  4...♘b6 5 ♘f3 ♗g4


  Now on 6 ♗e2 Black can play ...♗xf3 when ♗xf3 would allow ...♘xc4. On 6 ♕b3 he gets active piece play from 6...♗xf3 7 ♕xf3 ♘c6.


  That’s what’s good about 5...♗g4. What’s problematic is that b7 is unguarded.


  6 c5!


  Now 6...♘6d7 7 ♗c4 grants White the more active pieces.


  6...♘d5?
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  This natural move is a serious error – but only if White appreciates what Black has given him. Black would be solid after 7 ♗c4? c6 8 ♘c3 e6.


  7 ♕b3!


  Attacking both the knight and b-pawn. Black loses material after 7...♗xf3 8 ♕xb7!.


  7...b6?


  Best is the humble 7...♗c8!. The loss of time is far outweighed by its benefit, keeping the game going.


  See the game below for an example.


  8 ♘e5! resigns.


  Question 1: What happens on 8...♗e6 ?


  Esther De Kleuver White


  Staffan Thomasson Black


  Dieren 2006


  1 e4 d5 2 exd5 ♘f6 3 ♘f3 ♘xd5 4 d4 ♗g4 5 c4 ♘b6 6 c5 ♘d5 7 ♕b3 ♗c8 8 ♗c4 c6 9 ♘c3 e6 10 0-0 ♗e7 11 ♖e1 0-0 12 ♘e4 ♘f6 13 ♘eg5 ♘d5 14 ♕d3 g6 15 h4 ♘d7 16 h5 b6 17 hxg6 hxg6 18 ♖xe6 ♗f6 19 ♖xc6 ♗xg5 20 ♗xg5 ♘7f6 21 ♗xf6 resigns (21...♘xf6 22 ♕xg6+).


  
DAY 2 Oldest, Essential


  A last rank mate is the oldest mating pattern.

  And the most common. That makes mastering it essential knowledge.


  Alexander Alekhine White


  Friedrich Koehnlein Black


  Dusseldorf 1908


  Colle System D05


  1 d4 d5 2 ♘f3 e6 3 e3 ♘f6 4 ♗d3 ♘bd7 5 ♘bd2 ♗d6 6 e4 dxe4 7 ♘xe4 ♘xe4 8 ♗xe4 0-0 9 ♗g5


  White tries to provoke 9...f6 since Black’s e6-pawn would be a bit weak.


  But 9...♗e7! is fine for Black.


  9...♕e8? 10 0-0 f5 11 ♗d3


  Black’s last two moves prepared 11...♕h5 followed by trapping the g5-bishop with 12...f4 and 13...h6.


  That also sets up ...e5, e.g. 11...♕h5 12 ♕e2 e5! 13 dxe5 ♘xe5 14 ♘xe5 ♕xe2!.


  However, White can improve with 12 ♕e1!. Then 12...e5? 13 dxe5 ♘xe5 14 ♘xe5 ♕xg5 loses to 15 ♗c4+ ♔h8 16 ♘f7+!, as we’ll see later.


  So Black goes for the immediate…


  11...e5? 12 dxe5 ♘xe5 13 ♖e1!


  Now 13...♘xf3+ 14 ♕xf3 favors White after 14...♕f7 15 b3 and ♗c4.


  Or 14...♕a4 15 ♗e7 ♗xe7 16 ♕d5+ and 17 ♖xe7.


  Question 2: What about 14...♕g6 15 ♗e7 ♗xe7 16 ♖xe7 ♕f6 and then 17 ♖ae1 ♕xb2 ?


  13...♕h5 14 ♘xe5 ♕xg5 15 ♗c4+ ♔h8
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  16 ♕xd6!


  Much stronger than winning the Exchange (16 ♘f7+ ♖xf7).


  Now 16...cxd6 allows the decisive check 17 ♘f7+ because 17...♖xf7 18 ♖e8+ mates.


  Black resigned, after 16...♕xg2+17 ♔xg2.


  This game and the following are just variations of the basic last-rank mating pattern.


  Tihomil Drezga White


  Abraham Baratz Black


  Paris 1929


  1 e4 e5 2 ♘f3 ♘c6 3 ♗c4 ♘f6 4 d4 exd4 5 0-0 d6 6 ♘xd4 ♗e7 7 ♘c3 0-0 8 f4 ♗g4 9 ♘xc6 bxc6 10 ♕e1? (10 ♕d3!) d5! 11 ♗d3 dxe4 12 ♘xe4 ♖e8! 13 ♔h1 ♗c5 14 ♕g3? ♘xe4 15 ♕xg4 ♕xd3! White resigns.


  
DAY 3 Opportunity Knocks


  The door of tactical opportunity usually stays open for an instant.


  Tigran Petrosian White


  Nikolai Grigoriev Black


  Tbilisi 1945


  Sicilian Defense, Nimzovich Variation B29


  1 e4 c5 2 ♘f3 ♘f6 3 e5 ♘d5 4 ♘c3 ♘xc3 5 dxc3 b6?
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  Here 6 ♗d3? ♗b7 7 ♗f4 ♕c7 closes the door of opportunity. White’s edge is minimal.


  6 e6!


  But now he wins, e.g. 6...fxe6 7 ♘e5 threatens both 8 ♕h5+ g6 9 ♘xg6 and 8 ♕f3.


  6...dxe6 7 ♕xd8+!


  Question 3: Why not 7 ♗b5+ and 8 ♘e5 with a threat of 9 ♕f3 ?


  7...♔xd8 8 ♘e5 ♔e8


  Or 8...♖g8 9 ♘xf7+ ♔e8 10 ♘g5! and wins.


  For example, 10...h6 11 ♗d3! and 12 ♗e4 or 12 ♗g6+.


  9 ♗b5+ ♗d7


  The rook is trapped after 9...♘d7 10 ♗c6! ♖b8 11 ♗f4!.


  10 ♘xd7 ♘xd7 11 ♗f4


  After 11...a6 12 ♗c6 ♖d8 13 0-0-0! White threatens both 14 ♗c7 and 14 ♖xd7! ♖xd7 15 ♖d1. White also wins after 12…♖c8 13 ♗b7 ♖d8 14 ♗c7.


  11...e5! 12 0-0-0! ♖d8


  If 12...exf4, White can win a rook with 13 ♗xd7+ ♔d8 14 ♗c6+. Or play for mate with 13 ♖xd7.


  13 ♗xe5 resigns.


  Bukhuti Gurgenidze White


  Anatoly Lein Black


  Tbilisi 1967


  1 e4 c5 2 ♘f3 ♘f6 3 e5 ♘d5 4 ♘c3 ♘xc3 5 dxc3 ♕c7 6 ♗f4 ♘c6 7 ♗c4 e6 8 0-0 b6 9 ♖e1 f5 10 ♘h4 g6 11 ♘xf5! ♘a5 (11...exf5 12 e6! ♕xf4? 13 exd7+) 12 ♗d5! ♗b7 (12...exd5 13 ♘d6+) 13 ♘d6+ ♗xd6 14 exd6 ♕c8 15 ♗h6 ♖g8 16 ♕f3 ♗xd5 17 ♕xd5 ♘c6 18 ♖ad1 ♘d8 19 ♕g5 ♘c6 20 ♕f6 g5 21 ♖e5 resigns.


  
DAY 4 Line Seal


  An alert defender can seal dangerous files and diagonals, sometimes with drastic effect.


  Mikhail Kislov White


  Semyon Furman Black


  Moscow 1970


  Sicilian Defense, Closed Variation B26


  1 e4 c5 2 ♘c3 ♘c6 3 g3 g6 4 ♗g2 ♗g7 5 d3 d6 6 ♗e3


  White’s plans include ♕d2 and later ♗h6/♗xg7.


  6...e5 7 ♕d2 ♘ge7 8 ♗h6


  Now on 8...♗xh6 9 ♕xh6 he would threaten to win at least a pawn with 10 ♕g7.


  8...0-0 9 h4


  The inaccurate 9 ♗xg7? ♔xg7 10 h4 allows Black to seal the kingside with 10...h5!.


  9...f6!


  Routine development, 9...♗e6 10 h5 ♕a5? is smashed by 11 ♗xg7 ♔xg7 12 hxg6 and 13 ♕h6+.


  10 h5??
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  Black’s last move enabled him to meet 10 ♗xg7 ♔xg7 11 h5 with 11...g5!, ending the hxg6 plan. White could then aim for f2-f4.


  10...♗xh6! 11 ♕xh6 g5!


  The White queen is trapped.


  Question 4: How is it threatened?


  12 ♘d5 ♘xd5! 13 exd5 ♘d4


  White resigned in view of the dual threats of 14...♘f5 and 14...♘xc2+. He loses a piece after 14 ♗e4 f5!.


  Here’s how a line-sealing defender can become the attacker:


  Ilya Figler White


  Vladimir Kirpichnikov Black


  Moscow 1966


  1 e4 c5 2 ♘c3 ♘c6 3 g3 g6 4 d3 e5 5 ♗g2 ♗g7 6 ♗e3 d6 7 ♕d2 ♘ge7 8 ♗h6 0-0 9 h4 f6 10 ♗xg7! ♔xg7 11 h5 g5 12 f4 h6! 13 ♗h3 ♘d4 14 0-0-0 b5 15 ♗xc8 ♖xc8 16 ♘ge2 ♕a5 17 ♔b1 b4 18 ♘d5 ♘xd5 19 exd5 ♘b5! 20 fxg5 fxg5 21 ♖df1 ♖b8 22 ♕e3? ♘c3+! 23 bxc3 bxc3+ 24 ♔c1 ♕xa2 25 ♔d1 ♖b1+ 26 ♘c1 ♖fb8 27 ♔e2 ♕xc2+ 28 ♔f3 ♖1b2 29 ♖fg1 ♖f8+ 30 ♔g4 ♖b4+ 31 ♔h3 g4+ 32 ♔h4 ♖f2 White resigns.


  
DAY 5 Too Quiet


  Good players allow bad finishes when they think the position is too quiet for mate.


  Andrew Karklins White


  Mark Arnold Black


  Foxwoods 2004


  Sicilian Defense, Levenfish Variation B71


  1 e4 c5 2 ♘f3 d6 3 d4 cxd4 4 ♘xd4 ♘f6 5 ♘c3 g6 6 f4


  This opening is notorious for quick losses after 6...♗g7 7 e5 dxe5 8 fxe5, such as 8...♘g4 9 ♗b5+! ♗d7 10 ♕xg4.


  Question 5: Why not 9...♔f8 ?


  But 7...♘h5! makes the line playable.


  6...♘c6 7 ♘xc6 bxc6 8 e5


  Now 8...♘d7! 9 exd6 exd6 followed by ...♗e7 and ...d5! is fine for Black.


  8...dxe5?! 9 ♕xd8+ ♔xd8 10 fxe5


  On 10...♘d5 11 ♘xd5 cxd5 12 ♗f4, White threatens 13 ♖d1 ♗b7 14 c4.


  10...♘g4


  The e5-pawn appears doomed by ...♗g7 and ...♘xe5.


  11 ♗f4 ♗g7


  If Black plays 11...♗e6, White has a promising sacrifice, 12 ♘e4 ♗g7 13 ♘c5!.


  For example, 13...♗xe5 14 0-0-0+ ♔c7 15 ♗xe5+ ♘xe5 16 ♘xe6+fxe6 17 ♖e1 and 18 g3/♗h3 with good compensation. Also complex is 13…♗f5 14 h3 ♘xe5 15 0-0-0+, e.g. 15…♔c7 16 g4! ♗c8 17 ♗g2 and ♖he1.


  12 0-0-0+
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  A similar sacrifice is 12...♗d7 13 e6! fxe6 14 ♘e4 followed by ♘c5 and ♗c4.


  12...♔e8?? 13 ♘b5! resigns.


  Mate (13...cxb5 14 ♗xb5+ ♔f8? 15 ♖d8) didn’t occur to Black until it was too late.


  Rashid Nezhmetdinov White


  P. Ermolin Black


  Kazan 1946


  1 e4 c5 2 ♘f3 d6 3 d4 cxd4 4 ♘xd4 ♘f6 5 ♘c3 g6 6 f4 ♗g7 7 e5 dxe5 8 fxe5 ♘d5? 9 ♗b5+ ♔f8 10 0-0 ♗xe5? 11 ♗h6+ ♔g8 12 ♘xd5! ♕xd5 13 ♘f5! ♕c5+ (13...♕xd1 14 ♘xe7 mate) 14 ♗e3 ♕c7 15 ♘h6+ resigns.


  
DAY 6 Developed, Unprotected


  Develop your pieces and they create tactics for you.

  But until your developed pieces are protected they may create tactics for the other guy.


  Panayiotis Pambalos White


  Nikoloz Shavtvaladze Black


  Thessaloniki 2004


  Modern Defense B06


  1 e4 g6 2 d4 ♗g7 3 ♘c3 c6 4 ♘f3 d5


  One of Black’s ideas is to win the d4-pawn after ...♗g4, ...dxe4 and ...♗xf3.


  5 ♗f4


  This discourages 5...♗g4 because of 6 exd5! cxd5 7 ♘b5! and Black faces 8 ♘c7+.


  After 7...♘a6 he will have problems getting his queenside pieces into play since ...♖c8? will allow ♘xa7!. See game below.


  5...dxe4 6 ♘xe4


  Black accepts a slightly inferior but solid position if he plays 6...♘d7 and 7...♘gf6, e.g. 7 ♗c4 ♘gf6 8 ♘xf6+ ♘xf6 9 0-0 0-0 10 ♖e1 or 10 h3.


  6...♕a5+!


  Better than 6...♕b6? 7 ♗c4 ♕xb2 8 ♖b1 ♕a3 9 ♕e2.


  Question 6: Why is this good for White?


  White has a broad choice after 6...♕a5+. For example, he would stand well in the continuation 7 ♗d2 ♕d5 8 ♘c3 followed by 9 ♗c4.


  Or he could seek a favorable endgame, 7 ♕d2 ♕xd2+ 8 ♘exd2 ♘f6 9 0-0-0.
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  7 c3?? ♕f5!


  White has three developed pieces. But two are unprotected and attacked.


  8 ♗xb8 ♕xe4+ White resigns.


  Ludger Keitlinghaus White


  Laszlo Vadasz Black


  Budapest 1996


  1 e4 c6 2 d4 d5 3 ♘c3 g6 4 ♘f3 ♗g7 5 ♗f4 ♗g4 6 exd5 cxd5 7 ♘b5 ♘a6 8 h3 ♗xf3 9 ♕xf3 ♘f6 10 ♗d3 0-0 11 c3 ♕d7 12 g4 ♖fc8 13 ♕g3 ♘e8 14 ♕h2 ♘f6 15 f3 ♘e8 16 h4 h6 17 ♕d2 h5 18 gxh5 gxh5 19 ♖g1 ♖c6 20 ♖g3 ♖g6 21 ♗xg6 resigns.


  
DAY 7 Catching Up


  Falling behind in development is risky.

  Trying to catch up fast can be riskier.


  Anastasios Pavlidis White


  Eleftherious Fragkoulis Black


  Aghia Pelagia 2004


  French Defense, Tarrasch Variation C07


  1 e4 e6 2 d4 d5 3 ♘d2 c5 4 exd5 ♕xd5 5 ♘gf3 ♘c6 6 ♗c4 ♕d8?!


  Black is a little worse after 6...♕d6 7 ♘e4 or 6...♕h5 7 dxc5 (7...♗xc5 8 ♘e4).


  7 ♘b3 cxd4 8 ♘bxd4 ♘xd4 9 ♘xd4 ♗c5?


  Black wants to catch up in development. But this is playing with fire because the c5-bishop is unprotected. For instance, 10 ♗e3 ♘f6 11 ♘c6! e.g. 11...♕xd1+ 12 ♖xd1 ♗d7 (12...♗xe3?? 13 ♖d8 mate) 13 ♗xc5 favors White.
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  10 ♗b5+!


  Objectively, this is no stronger than 10 ♗e3. But it gives Black more opportunities to go wrong. Black can try the surprising


  10...♔e7!.


  Then 11 ♗e3 would threaten to win with 12 ♘f5+! exf5 13 ♗xc5+. Black should play 11...♕b6 or 11...♕d6 (and hope to get queens off the board after 12...e5).


  His difficulties are illustrated by 11...♕b6 12 c3 ♗xd4? 13 ♗xd4 ♕xb5 14 ♗xg7 and ♗xh8 winning. Or 12...e5 13 ♕e2! exd4?? 14 ♗g5+ and mates.


  10...♗d7? 11 ♘xe6!


  It’s pretty bad after 11...fxe6 12 ♕h5+ g6 13 ♗xd7+ and 14 ♕xc5. Worse is 11...♕a5+ 12 ♗d2 and now 12...♕xb5?? 13 ♘c7+.


  Question 7: But what about 12...♗xf2+ 13 ♔xf2 ♕b6+?


  11...♕b6??


  Relatively best was 11...♗xf2+ 12 ♔xf2 fxe6.


  12 ♕xd7 mate


  Boris Harchenko White


  Vladislav Zagorodny Black


  Dnipropetrovsk 2003


  1 e4 e6 2 d4 d5 3 ♘d2 c5 4 exd5 ♕xd5 5 ♘gf3 ♘c6 6 ♗c4 ♕d8 7 ♘b3 cxd4 8 ♘bxd4 ♘xd4 9 ♘xd4 ♘f6 10 0-0 ♗e7 11 b3 0-0 12 ♗b2 a6 13 ♕f3 ♕c7 14 a4 ♗d7 15 ♖fe1 ♗c6? (15...♗d6) 16 ♘xc6 bxc6? 17 ♗d3 ♘d5 18 ♖e5 ♗f6? 19 ♗xh7+! ♔xh7 20 ♖h5+ ♔g8 21 ♕h3 g6 22 ♖h8+! resigns.


  
DAY 8 Developed, Unprotected II


  Even great players can rely on too-aggressive first moves of minor pieces.


  Hikaru Nakamura White


  Veselin Topalov Black


  St. Louis 2016


  Nimzo-Indian Defense, Classical Variation E34


  1 d4 ♘f6 2 c4 e6 3 ♘c3 ♗b4 4 ♕c2


  White avoids the doubling of pawns from ...♗xc3+ and prepares e2-e4.


  4...d5 5 cxd5 exd5 6 ♗g5! h6 7 ♗h4 c5! 8 dxc5


  Black’s counterplay comes quickly after 8 0-0-0 ♗xc3! 9 ♕xc3 g5 10 ♗g3 cxd4. For example, 11 ♕xd4 ♘c6 12 ♕a4 ♗f5 makes the c-file dangerous for White.


  8...g5 9 ♗g3 ♘e4 10 e3 ♗f5??
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  Black threatens 11...♘xg3, attacking the queen. But 10...♕a5, threatening a capture on c3 – and protecting the b4-bishop – was right.


  11 ♗xb8!


  Not 11 ♕a4+? ♘c6 when White is in trouble because of 12...♘xc3. For example, 12 ♘e2? ♘xc5! 13 ♕-moves ♘d3+ and wins.


  11...♘xc3


  Without a knight to come to c6, Black just loses on 11...♖xb8 12 ♕a4+.


  Question 8: But what about 11...♗xc3+ 12 bxc3 ♖xb8 ?


  12 ♕xf5 ♘e4+


  Black avoids material loss with 12...♕xb8. But 13 a3! ♗a5 14 b4 is a bad position.


  13 ♔e2! ♕xb8 14 ♕xd5 resigns.


  A piece is lost after 14...♘f6 (or 14...♘xc5) 15 ♕d4!. No better was 13...♖xb8 14 ♕e5+ ♔d7 15 ♕xd5+.


  Cristhian Cruz White


  Luis Gomez Black


  Montcada i Reixac 2010


  1 d4 ♘f6 2 c4 e6 3 ♘c3 ♗b4 4 ♕c2 d5 5 cxd5 exd5 6 ♗g5 h6 7 ♗h4 c5 8 dxc5 g5 9 ♗g3 ♘e4 10 e3 ♕a5 11 ♗e5 0-0 12 ♗d3 ♖e8 13 ♗xe4 dxe4 14 ♗g3 ♗e6 15 ♘ge2 ♗c4 16 0-0 ♗xc3 17 ♘xc3 ♗d3 18 ♕b3 ♘d7 (18...♗xf1 19 ♕xb7 ♘a6 20 ♘xe4) 19 ♖fc1 ♘xc5 20 ♕d5 ♖ac8? 21 ♕f5! (threat: ♘d5-f6+) ♗c4 22 ♘xe4 ♗d3 23 ♖xc5 resigns.


  Question 9: What did White have after 17...♗xf1 ?


  
DAY 9 Beware the Automatic


  What you think is a forced recapture often isn’t.


  Yury Razuvaev White


  Viktor Kupreichik Black


  Dubna 1970


  English Opening A27


  1 c4 e5 2 ♘c3 ♘c6 3 ♘f3 f5 4 d4 e4!


  By attacking the f3-knight Black gains time and space.


  5 ♗g5


  If 5 d5 ♘-moves, White can play 6 ♘d4!, a much better square for the knight than d2 or g5.


  But Black can reply 5...exf3!. The result of 6 dxc6 fxg2 7 cxd7+ ♕xd7 is somewhat even (8 ♕xd7+ ♗xd7 9 ♗xg2 0-0-0).


  5...♘f6 6 d5?


  This looks like an improved version of 5 d5.


  6...exf3 7 dxc6 fxg2
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  Now 8 ♗xg2 gives White some compensation for his lost pawn.


  For example, after 8...dxc6 9 ♕xd8+ ♔xd8 10 0-0-0+ or 8...bxc6 9 ♕d3 (9…g6? 10 ♗xc6 dxc6? 11 ♕xd8+ ♔xd8 12 ♗xf6+ and White wins).


  8 cxd7+??


  Black has three ways to recapture. White assumed he would get the edge with 9 ♗xg2 in any case.


  For example, 8...♕xd7 9 ♗xg2 ♗e7 10 ♘b5! or 9...♕xd1+ 10 ♖xd1 Or 8…♗xd7 9 ♗xg2 c6 10 ♕d4!.


  8...♘xd7!


  But now 9 ♗xg2 ♕xg5 costs a piece.


  The rest was: 9 ♗xd8!? gxh1(♕) 10 ♗xc7 ♕c6 11 ♗g3 ♗b4 12 ♕b3 ♗xc3+ 13 ♕xc3 0-0 14 e3 ♘f6 15 ♗e5 ♗e6 White resigns.


  Tony Miles White


  Jaime Augusto Chaves Black


  Sao Paolo 1977


  1 c4 e5 2 ♘c3 ♘c6 3 ♘f3 f5 4 d4 e4 5 ♘d2 ♘f6 6 e3 g6 7 ♗e2 ♗g7 8 ♖b1 a5 9 a3 0-0 10 b4 axb4 11 axb4 ♘e7 12 ♕b3 d6 13 b5 ♔h8 14 ♗a3 f4 15 ♘cxe4? fxe3 16 fxe3 ♘xe4 17 ♘xe4 ♗f5 18 ♗d3 ♘d5! 19 0-0 ♘xe3 20 ♖f3 ♕h4 21 g3 ♕g4 22 ♖xe3 ♖xa3! 23 ♕xa3 ♗xd4 24 ♔g2 ♕h3+ 25 ♔h1 ♗xe4+ White resigns.


  Question 10: Why not 19 cxd5 ?


  
DAY 10 Trapper Trapped


  To set a good trap, you need good bait. But make sure the bait can’t be taken in a different manner.


  Radoslav Dolezal Jr. White


  Zdenek Neuschl Black


  Klatovy 1989


  Caro-Kann Defense B17


  1 e4 c6 2 d4 d5 3 ♘c3 dxe4 4 ♘xe4 ♘d7 5 ♗d3 ♘df6 6 ♘g5


  The first trap of the game was 6...♕xd4? 7 ♘xf7! (7...♔xf7? 8 ♗g6+ and 9 ♕xd4).


  6...♗g4 7 ♘1f3


  Also good is 7 f3 but White wanted to set up a threat (8 ♘xf7! ♔xf7 9 ♘e5+ and 10 ♘xg4).
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  7...h6?


  Behind in development, Black is reluctant to spend a tempo on 7...♗h5 or put the knight offside, 7...♘h6. Instead, he sets his own a trap. The bait is ♘xf7.


  A better way was 7...♕c7 since 8 ♘xf7? fails to 8...♗xf3.


  In fact Black can even take the knight, 8...♔xf7, and meet 9 ♘e5+ with 9...♕xe5+! when he emerges with an extra piece.


  8 ♘xf7!


  Black saw this and 8...♔xf7 9 ♘e5+ ♔e8?? 10 ♗g6 mate or 9...♔e6 10 ♘xg4. But he thought he had a surprise.


  8...♗xf3!


  Now 9 ♘xd8 ♗xd1 wins material.


  9 ♗g6!


  But the trapper becomes the trappee (9...♗xd1 10 ♘e5 mate).


  Question 11: What is wrong with 9 ♘e5 so that 9...♗xd1 10 ♗g6 mate?


  9...♕a5+! 10 ♗d2 ♗xd1 11 ♘xh8 resigns.


  White emerges at least the Exchange and a pawn ahead after 12 ♗xa5.


  Alexander Borisenko White


  Kharchenko Black


  Konstantinovka 1989


  1 e4 c6 2 d4 d5 3 ♘d2 ♘d7 4 ♗d3 dxe4 5 ♘xe4 ♘gf6 6 ♘g5 ♘b6 7 ♘1f3 ♗g4 8 0-0 h6? 9 ♘xf7! ♗xf3! 10 ♗g6! ♗xd1 11 ♘e5 mate.


  
DAY 11 Rival Raids


  Sharp positions may let you allow a raid on one wing while you raid the other.


  Nicolai Pedersen White


  Lars Karlsson Black


  Hallsdall 1996


  French Defense, Winawer Variation C17


  1 e4 e6 2 d4 d5 3 ♘c3 ♗b4 4 e5 c5 5 ♕g4 ♘e7!


  Black permits ♕xg7 to avoid concessions like 5...g6 or 5...♔f8.


  6 dxc5


  Black’s main idea is a queenside raid such as 6 a3 ♕a5!.


  What happens if White continues his kingside raid with 6 ♕xg7 ♖g8 7 ♕xh7? Then Black’s raid is stronger, 7...cxd4 8 a3 ♕a5! when 9 ♖b1 dxc3 10 axb4 ♕a2! traps the rook.


  6...♘bc6


  It’s too early for 6...d4 because of 7 a3!. For example, 7...♗a5? 8 b4 ♗c7 9 ♘b5 ♗xe5 10 ♘f3 with superior chances for White.


  7 ♘f3


  The critical line is 7 ♕xg7 ♖g8 8 ♕xh7 d4 9 a3 ♕a5.


  Question 12: Does 10 ♖b1 dxc3 (11 axb4 ♕a2) lose immediately?


  7...d4! 8 a3


  Better was 8 ♗b5 and then 8...♕a5 9 ♗xc6+ bxc6 10 ♕xd4, although Black is in command after 10...♘f5.


  [image: Illustration]


  8...♕a5 9 ♖b1?


  White had to sacrifice the Exchange, 9 axb4 ♕xa1 10 ♘e2.


  9...dxc3 White resigns.


  Belatedly White saw 10 axb4 ♕a2!.


  Julio Kaplan White


  Jan Timman Black


  Jerusalem 1967


  1 e4 e6 2 d4 d5 3 ♘c3 ♗b4 4 e5 c5 5 ♕g4 ♘e7 6 dxc5 ♘bc6 7 ♗d2 ♘f5 8 ♘f3 ♗xc5 9 ♗d3 0-0 10 ♗g5 ♕b6 11 0-0 ♕b4? 12 ♕h3 h6 13 a3 ♕b6 14 ♗xf5 exf5 15 ♘xd5 ♕xb2 16 ♘f6+! gxf6 17 ♗xf6 ♔h7 18 ♕h5 resigns.


  
DAY 12 Tactical Chain


  Pieces that protect one another are tied together in a chain that may be breakable.


  Pia Cramling White


  Claude Landebergue Black


  Biel 1987


  Queen’s Gambit Declined, Tchigorin Defense D07


  1 d4 d5 2 c4 ♘c6 3 ♘c3 ♘f6


  Now 4 cxd5 ♘xd5 5 e4 ♘xc3 6 bxc3 allows Black to hit back with 6...e5. And if 7 d5, then 7...♘b8 and ...♘d7 with a reasonable game.


  4 ♘f3 ♗g4 5 cxd5 ♘xd5 6 e4 ♘xc3 7 bxc3 e5 8 d5! ♘b8 9 ♕a4+!


  Opportunity knocks: White can meet 9...♗d7 with 10 ♕b3, threatening 11 ♕xb7 as well as 11 ♘xe5. The same goes for 9...♕d7? 10 ♕b3.


  9...♘d7


  Black could try 9...c6 10 ♘xe5 ♕f6 (based on 11 ♘xg4 ♕xc3+).


  Question 13: Is that good enough?


  10 ♘xe5 ♕f6
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  Same trick (11 ♘xg4?? ♕xc3+ and 12...♕xa1).


  Black’s pieces seem to hang together. After 11 f4 ♗d6 he would threaten ...♗xe5.


  Then 12 ♗e2 is too late because of 12...0-0! and 13 ♗xg4 ♗xe5 (14 fxe5 ♕h4+).


  11 ♗e2!


  Also good is 11 f4 ♗d6 12 ♖b1 or 12 ♗b5. But his move breaks the chain of protection: 11...♗xe2 12 ♕xd7 is mate.


  And 11...♕xe5 12 ♗xg4 ♕xc3+? 13 ♗d2 costs the queen or allows mate (13...♕xa1+ 14 ♔e2 ♕xh1 15 ♕xd7).


  11...♗d6


  Question 14: Does 11...c6 save Black in view of his idea of 12 ♗xg4 ♘xe5 ?


  12 ♗xg4 ♕xe5 13 ♗xd7+ ♔d8 14 ♗d2 resigns.


  Michael Wilder White


  Daniel Barouty Black


  New York 1985


  1 d4 d5 2 c4 ♘c6 3 ♘f3 ♗g4 4 ♘c3 ♘f6 5 cxd5 ♘xd5 6 e4 ♘b6 7 d5 ♘e5? 8 ♘xe5 ♗xd1 9 ♗b5+ c6 10 dxc6 ♗a4 11 ♘xa4 ♕c7 12 cxb7+ ♔d8 13 ♘xf7 mate.


  
DAY 13 Fork Trick


  The fork trick is a tactical device with a positional goal, to depreciate an enemy pawn center.


  Richard Reti White


  Dunkelblum Black


  Vienna 1914


  Three Knights Game C46


  1 e4 e5 2 ♘f3 ♘c6 3 ♘c3 ♗c5


  Normal and good alternatives include 3...♘f6 and 3...g6.


  4 ♘xe5! ♘xe5 5 d4


  White regains his piece and ends up with a superior pawn center, 5...♗d6! 6 dxe5 ♗xe5, with a small plus.


  5...♗xd4?!


  Worse was 4...♗xf2+? 5 ♔xf2 ♘xe5 6 d4!. Then White’s king is quite safe, he has the two bishops and, most important, he has a far superior center. Note that Black can set a trap, 6...♕f6+ 7 ♔g1 ♘g4 (8 ♕xg4?? ♕xd4+).


  Question 15: What’s the best reply?


  6 ♕xd4 ♕f6?
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  7 ♘b5! ♔d8? 8 ♕c5!


  Black resigned in view of 8...c6 9 ♕f8 mate. He could have tried 7...c6 based on 8 ♘c7+ ♔d8 9 ♘xa8?? ♘f3+ and 10...♕xd4. But White should win eventually after 9 ♗g5! ♕xg5 10 ♘xa8.


  More miniatures with the fork trick:


  Leonid Shamkovich White


  Peter Dely Black


  Moscow 1962


  1 e4 e5 2 ♘f3 ♘c6 3 ♗b5 a6 4 ♗a4 ♘f6 5 0-0 ♗c5 6 ♘xe5! ♘xe4 7 ♕e2! ♘xe5 8 ♕xe4 ♕f6? 9 d4! ♗xd4 (Based on 10 ♕xd4?? ♘f3+) 10 c3! ♗c5 11 ♗f4 resigns.


  Maxim Novikov White


  Vladimir Afromeev Black


  Tula 2007


  1 e4 e5 2 ♘f3 ♘c6 3 ♗c4 ♘f6 4 ♘c3? ♘xe4! 5 ♗xf7+ ♔xf7 6 ♘xe4 d5 7 ♘eg5+ ♔g8 8 d4 h6 9 ♘h3 ♗g4 10 dxe5 ♘xe5 11 ♘f4 c6 12 h3 ♗xf3 13 gxf3 ♕f6 14 ♗e3 ♖e8 15 ♔f1 ♔h7 16 ♖g1 g6 17 c3 ♗d6 18 ♖g3 ♖hf8 19 ♔g2 ♘c4 20 ♖xg6 ♖g8 White resigns.


  Alfonso Romero White


  Fernando Braga Black


  Leon 1990


  1 e4 e5 2 ♘f3 ♘c6 3 ♗b5 ♘f6 4 0-0 ♗c5 5 ♘xe5 ♘xe5 6 d4 c6 7 f4 ♕b6 8 dxc5 ♕xc5+ 9 ♔h1 ♘eg4 10 e5 ♘f2+ 11 ♖xf2 ♕xf2 12 exf6 cxb5 13 ♘c3 d5 14 ♗e3 ♕h4 15 fxg7 ♖g8 16 ♘xd5 ♖xg7 17 ♘c7+ ♔f8 18 ♕d6+ ♔g8 19 ♗f2 resigns.


  
DAY 14 Draw-Minded


  When a weaker player wants a draw, you have ways to unbalance the position.


  Stefano Tatai White


  Viktor Korchnoi Black


  Beersheva 1978


  French Defense, Exchange Variation C01


  1 e4 e6 2 d4 d5 3 exd5 exd5


  By creating a symmetrical center White signals he might be happy to draw.


  4 ♗d3 c5!?


  The first unbalancing move. Black wants to pressure d4.


  5 ♘f3 ♘c6 6 ♕e2+ ♗e7! 7 dxc5


  Black threatened to win the bishop with 7...c4.


  7...♘f6 8 h3?


  White feared ...♗g4. But 8 0-0 ♗g4 9 ♗e3 and 10 h3 was OK. Better is 8...0-0 9 ♗e3 ♖e8! (10 ♘bd2? ♗xc5 or 10 ♕d2 ♘e4! with a nice game).


  8...0-0 9 0-0 ♗xc5


  Black would enjoy a space edge after 10 ♘c3 ♖e8 11 ♕d1 d4.


  10 c3? ♖e8 11 ♕c2 ♕d6!


  The threat is 12...♗xh3 13 gxh3 ♕g3+ and 14...♕xf3+.


  12 ♘bd2 ♕g3!
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  13 ♗f5?


  The last try was 13 ♘d4 ♘xd4 14 cxd4 ♗xd4 15 ♕b3.


  13...♖e2! 14 ♘d4 ♘xd4 White resigns.


  On 15 cxd4 ♗xd4 16 ♘e4 Black wins with 16...dxe4 (or 16...♘xe4) 17 ♕xe2 ♗xf5.


  Strande White


  Aron Nimzovich Black


  Aalesund 1925


  1 e4 e6 2 d4 d5 3 exd5 exd5 4 ♗d3 ♗d6 5 ♘f3 ♘e7 6 0-0 ♘bc6 7 ♗e3 ♗f5 8 ♘c3 0-0 9 ♖e1 ♗xd3 10 ♕xd3 ♘b4 11 ♕d2 c6 12 a3 ♘a6 13 ♖e2 ♘c7 14 ♖ae1 ♘e6! 15 ♕d3 ♘g6 16 g3 ♖e8 17 ♗c1 ♕d7 18 ♘d1 ♖e7 19 ♘e3? ♘ef4 20 gxf4 ♘xf4 21 ♕d2 ♕h3 White resigns.


  Question 16: Why not 22 ♘e5 ?


  
DAY 15 Pregnant Pawns


  A pawn about to give birth to a new queen on the eighth rank is a powerful weapon.


  Schuster White


  Carl Carls Black


  Oldenburg 1914


  Caro-Kann Defense B15


  1 e4 c6 2 d4 d5 3 ♘c3 dxe4 4 ♘xe4 ♘f6


  After 5 ♘xf6+ Black can play 5...gxf6 (and later ...♖g8) or go for piece play after 5...exf6 and ...♗d6.


  5 ♘g3 h5!?


  Black tries to push the White knight back further with 6...h4.


  6 ♗g5


  Better is 6 h4! with a fine game after, say, 6...♗g4 7 ♗e2.


  6...h4 7 ♗xf6??


  On 7 ♘1e2 Black would get nice play from 7...♕b6, 7...♗f5 or even 7...♕a5+.


  7...hxg3! 8 ♗e5
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  8...♖xh2! 9 ♖xh2 ♕a5+!


  Now 10 b4 ♕xe5+! wouldn’t change things.


  10 c3 ♕xe5+! 11 dxe5 gxh2 White resigns.


  The pawn queens. After this game was widely published, fans found that 10 ♕d2!? would have set a diabolical trap.
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  The point is that 10...♕xe5+? 11 dxe5 gxh2 allows 12 0-0-0! and a threat of 13 ♕d8 mate.


  For example, 12...♘d7 13 ♗a6! h1(♕) 14 ♗xb7! wins for White (14...♗xb7 15 ♕xd7 mate). Black can stay alive with 13...hxg1!(♕) 14 ♖xg1 bxa6 – but perhaps not for long, 15 e6! fxe6 16 ♖d1.


  Also bad is 12...♗d7 13 e6! fxe6 14 ♘h3 h1(♕) 15 ♕f4.


  Question 17: So what is wrong with 10 ♕d2 ?


  
DAY 16 Phantom Pin


  A pin may be a mirage. Attack the pinning piece and the pin might be broken.


  Vasily Panov White


  Nikolai Grekov Black


  Moscow 1928


  Slav Defense D17


  1 d4 d5 2 c4 c6 3 ♘f3 ♘f6 4 ♘c3 dxc4 5 a4 ♗f5 6 ♘e5


  White will regain his pawn with ♘xc4 and try to shut Black’s f5-bishop out of play with f2-f3 and e2-e4!.


  6...♘bd7


  A very similar line runs 6...e6 7 f3 ♗b4 and now 8 e4 ♗xe4! 9 fxe4 ♘xe4. Then Black ends up with “comp” – that is compensation: three pawns and active play for a bishop (10 ♗d2! ♕xd4 11 ♘xe4 ♕xe4+).


  7 ♘xc4 e6


  More common is 7...♕c7, shooting for ...e5. For example, 8 f3? e5! 9 e4 exd4 10 ♕xd4 ♗c5 and Black stands well.


  8 f3! ♗b4 9 e4 ♘xe4?


  Black is a bit cramped after 9...♗g6. He goes for the knight sacrifice because now 9...♗xe4 10 fxe4 ♘xe4 11 ♕d3! offers only two pawns and little initiative for the bishop.


  10 fxe4 ♕h4+


  Now 11 g3?? ♕xe4+ and ...♕xh1 or 11 ♔e2?? ♗g4+.


  11 ♔d2! ♕xe4?


  White can favorably trade queens after 11...♗xe4 12 ♕e1!.
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  Black counted on the pin to prevent 12 ♘xe4. He threatens ...♕xd4+.


  Question 18: Is Black OK after 12 ♗e2 ♕xd4+ 13 ♔e1 ♕xd1+ ?


  12 ♘d6+! resigns.


  The pin was an illusion: 12...♗xd6 13 ♘xe4!.


  Austin De Burca White


  Pal Rethy Black


  Warsaw 1935


  1 d4 d5 2 c4 c6 3 ♘c3 ♘f6 4 ♘f3 dxc4 5 a4 ♗f5 6 ♘e5 e6 7 f3 ♘bd7 8 ♘xc4 ♗b4 9 e4 ♘xe4 10 fxe4 ♕h4+ 11 ♔d2 ♕f2+ 12 ♔d3? 0-0-0 13 ♘d6+?? (13 ♕e2!) ♗xd6 14 exf5 ♘e5+! White resigns.


  
DAY 17 Frozen Pawn


  When a d-pawn or e-pawn is frozen on its original square it can be an as obstructive as an iceberg.


  Savielly Tartakower White


  Emanuel Schiffers Black


  Poland 1910


  Ponziani Opening C44


  1 e4 e5 2 ♘f3 ♘c6 3 c3 d5 4 ♗b5


  The 5 ♘xe5 threat prompts the next few moves.


  4...dxe4! 5 ♘xe5 ♕d5 6 ♕a4! ♘e7


  The pawn on e4 is more a strength than a weakness after 7 ♘xc6 ♘xc6 8 0-0 ♗d7.


  For example, 9 ♖e1 0-0-0 10 ♖xe4? a6! (11 ♗f1 ♘b4).


  7 f4 ♗d7


  White would also find developing hard after 7...exf3 8 ♘xf3 a6 (9 ♗c4? ♕e4+ 10 ♔f2 ♕f5).


  8 ♘xd7 ♔xd7
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  He can solve his d-pawn problem with 9 d3! exd3 10 0-0, followed by 11 ♗xd3 or 11 ♖f3, with advantage.


  9 0-0 ♘f5 10 b4? a5!


  White wanted to rule out ...♗c5+.


  Question 19: What is Black’s threat?


  11 ♔h1


  It was too late to unfreeze the pawn, 11 d4 exd3 (12 ♗xd3 ♕xd3? 13 ♖d1 but 12...axb4! 13 ♕xa8 ♗c5+).


  11...axb4! 12 ♗xc6+ bxc6


  Now 13 ♕c2 b3! or 13 ♕d1 ♖xa2 are hopeless so:


  13 ♕xa8 ♗c5! 14 ♕xh8 ♘g3+ 15 hxg3 ♕h5 mate.


  Joseph Blackburne White


  Amos Burn Black


  London 1870


  1 e4 e5 2 ♘f3 ♘c6 3 ♗b5 ♘ge7 4 c3 d5 5 ♘xe5 dxe4 6 ♕a4 ♕d5 7 f4 ♗d7 8 ♘xd7 ♔xd7 9 ♗c4 ♕f5 10 ♕b3 ♘g6 11 ♕xb7 ♘xf4 12 0-0 ♕c5+ 13 d4 ♕xc4 14 ♕xa8 ♗c5! 15 ♕xh8 ♘xd4 16 ♗e3 ♕e2 17 ♕xg7 ♘f3+ 18 gxf3 and White resigns.


  
DAY 18 Shot for Shot


  If you challenge your opponent to a tactical shootout, you may have to keep firing bullets if he does.


  Evgeny Vasiukov White


  Shlomo Giterman Black


  Odessa 1960


  Ruy Lopez, Cordel Variation C64


  1 e4 e5 2 ♘f3 ♘c6 3 ♗b5 ♗c5 4 c3 f5


  This threatens 5...fxe4 and prompts both players to rely on sharp moves.


  5 d4!


  White gets excellent “comp” (compensation) for a pawn after 5...exd4 6 e5! dxc3 7 ♘xc3.


  5...fxe4!


  On 6 ♗xc6 dxc6 7 ♘xe5 Black can afford to halt the sharp moves with 7...♗d6.


  He enjoys reasonable play then, or after 6 dxc5 exf3 7 ♕xf3 ♘f6.


  6 ♘g5!


  So that 6...exd4 7 ♘xe4 ♗b6 and 8 ♗g5! offers White an initiative (8...♘ge7 9 ♕h5+ or 8...♘f6 9 ♗xf6).


  6...♗e7?


  Black fires a blank. Better was 6...♗b6!, preparing to keep an extra pawn with 7...♘f6.


  7 dxe5!


  Far better than 7 ♘xe4 exd4 8 cxd4 ♘f6.
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  Now 7...♗xg5 8 ♕h5+ g6 9 ♕xg5 makes Black weak on dark squares, e.g. 9...♕xg5 10 ♗xg5 ♘xe5 11 ♗f4 ♘f7 12 ♗xc7.


  8...♘xe5??


  Black didn’t like 8...d5 because of 9 exd6 or 9 c4 dxc4 10 ♕xd8+.


  8 ♘e6! resigns.


  Karen Grigorian White


  Roman Dzindzichashvili Black


  USSR 1969


  1 e4 e5 2 ♘f3 ♘c6 3 ♗b5 ♗c5 4 c3 f5 5 d4 fxe4 6 ♘g5 ♗b6! 7 d5 e3! 8 dxc6 bxc6 9 h4 exf2+ 10 ♔f1 cxb5 11 ♕d5 ♘h6! 12 ♕xa8 c6 13 ♘e4 0-0 14 ♗g5 b4! White resigns.


  Question 20: Why resign?


  
DAY 19 ♗xh7+!


  If you are going to learn one sacrificial theme, this is the one.


  Gunnar Gundersen White


  A.H. Faul Black


  Melbourne 1928


  French Defense, Advance Variation C02


  1 e4 e6 2 d4 d5 3 e5 c5 4 c3 cxd4?! 5 cxd4 ♗b4+ 6 ♘c3 ♘c6 7 ♘f3 ♘ge7 8 ♗d3


  Beginners are afraid of doubled pawns after 8...♘f5 9 ♗xf5 exf5. Actually, they are not weak. The trade is balanced by the removal of White’s good bishop.


  8...0-0?
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  9 ♗xh7+!


  The basic ingredients of this theme are a castled Black king and the bishop sacrifice on h7 followed by a queen + knight trying to mate around h7.


  Declining the bishop, 9...♔h8 10 ♘g5 g6, loses to 11 ♕f3 followed by 12 ♕f6 mate or 12 ♕h3.


  9...♔xh7 10 ♘g5+ ♔g6!


  The best practical choice. The queen drops after 10...♔h6 11 ♘xe6+.


  He also loses too much material to stop mate after 10...♔g8 11 ♕h5. The key line runs 11...♖e8 12 ♕h7+ ♔f8 13 ♕h8+ ♘g8 14 ♘h7+ ♔e7 15 ♗g5+.


  11 h4!


  Once familiar with the sacrifice, you will find it easier to spot when ♗xh7+ is possible. But the proper follow-up can be harder:


  White can let him escape with 11 ♕g4?! f5!. For example 12 ♕g3 f4! 13 ♗xf4 ♘f5. Or 12 exf6? ♔xf6 13 ♘h7+ ♔f7 14 ♘xf8 ♔xf8.


  Question 21: Was there was another winning White 11th move?


  11...♘xd4


  Or 11...♕b6 12 h5+ ♔h6 13 ♘xe6+. Also 12 ♕d3+ ♘f5 13 g4.


  12 ♕g4 f5 13 h5+ ♔h6 14 ♘xe6+ g5 15 hxg6 mate!


  This is the oldest known sacrificial theme because of:


  Gioachino Greco White


  NN Black


  1620


  1 e4 e6 2 d4 ♘f6 3 ♗d3 ♘c6 4 ♘f3 ♗e7 5 h4 0-0? 6 e5 ♘d5 7 ♗xh7+! ♔xh7 8 ♘g5+ ♗xg5 9 hxg5+ ♔g8 10 ♕h5 f5 11 g6 ♖e8 12 ♕h8 mate.


  
DAY 20 Long (Explosive) Diagonals


  When rival bishops face off on the same diagonal, it looks like strategy. But there’s a lot of hidden tactics.


  Magnus Carlsen White


  Fabiano Caruana Black


  Bilbao 2012


  Sicilian Defense B40


  1 e4 c5 2 ♘f3 e6 3 g3 b6 4 ♗g2 ♗b7 5 ♕e2 d6 6 d4 cxd4 7 ♘xd4 ♘f6 8 0-0


  Now on 8...♗e7 White might play 9 e5, with the idea of 9...dxe5? 10 ♗xb7, winning material.


  But Black can improve with 9...♗xg2! and then 10 exf6 ♗xf1!.


  Material would be roughly equal after 11 fxe7 ♗xe2 12 exd8(♕)+ ♔xd8 13 ♘xe2.


  8...♘bd7 9 ♖d1


  White seems intent on attacking the d6-pawn with 10 ♘b5.


  9...a6?
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  10 e5! ♗xg2?


  Black lasts longer after 10...dxe5 11 ♗xb7 exd4 12 ♗xa8 ♕xa8 13 ♖xd4 but is still lost. Worse is 11...♖b8?? 12 ♘c6!.


  11 exf6


  White threatens the g2-bishop – but also 12 ♘xe6! fxe6 13 ♕xe6+ ♗e7 14 fxg7!. And 11...♗d5 walks into 12 c4.


  11...♗h3 12 ♕h5!


  The bishop on h3 is trapped because 12...♗f5 13 ♘xf5 exf5 invites 14 ♖e1+!.


  Question 22: How does 13...g6 fail?


  12...♕xf6 13 ♕xh3 ♗e7 14 ♘c3 ♕g6 15 ♘c6! ♘e5 16 ♘xe7 ♔xe7 17 ♗f4! resigns.


  Vladimir Makarov White


  Vladimir Meleshkov Black


  Ilyichevsk 2000


  1 e4 c5 2 ♘f3 e6 3 d4 cxd4 4 ♘xd4 a6 5 g3 ♕c7 6 ♗g2 b5 7 0-0 ♗b7 8 ♘c3 ♘f6 9 ♖e1 ♘c6? 10 e5! ♘g8 11 ♗f4 ♗c5 12 ♘b3 ♗b4 13 ♕g4 g6 14 a4 bxa4 15 ♖xa4 ♗f8 16 ♘d2! ♘h6 17 ♕d1 ♗g7 18 ♘de4! ♘f5 19 g4 ♘fe7 20 ♘d6+ ♔f8 and now 21 ♕f3 and the threat of 22 ♗h6 is strong. For example, 21…♘c8 22 ♘d5! exd5 23 ♘xf7 ♔xf7 24 e6+.


  
DAY 21 Elegant Block


  Blocking a key diagonal can be defensive, offensive – and elegant.


  David Janowski White


  Emil Schallopp Black


  Nuremberg 1896


  Queen’s Gambit Accepted D21


  1 d4 d5 2 c4 dxc4 3 ♘f3 c5 4 e3 cxd4 5 exd4 ♗g4


  Black can rarely hold onto his extra pawn in a Queen’s Gambit (5...b5? 6 a4! favors White). But he can usually return it and approach equality, as with 5...♗e6! (6 ♘a3 ♘c6 7 ♗xc4 ♗xc4).


  6 ♗xc4 e6 7 ♕a4+ ♘c6


  Black seems to be doing well (8 ♗e3 ♗xf3 or 8 ♘bd2 ♗xf3 9 ♘xf3 ♗b4+).


  8 ♘e5! ♕xd4?


  He gets a better version of the game after 8...♗b4+! and 9 ♘c3 ♕xd4.


  9 ♘xc6 ♕e4+ 10 ♗e3 bxc6 11 ♘c3


  Much better than 11 ♘d2 ♕xg2!.


  11...♕xg2
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  12 ♗d5!!


  On any other move, Black would be close to winning.


  12...exd5 13 ♕xc6+ ♔d8 14 ♕xa8+ ♔d7


  Another fast finish follows 14...♗c8 15 0-0-0!. For instance 15…♘f6 16 ♘xd5 ♗d6 17 ♕c6.


  15 ♕b7+ ♔e6 16 ♕c6+ ♗d6


  Or 16...♔f5 17 ♔d2 and ♖hg1.


  17 ♗f4! resigns.


  Question 23: Find the forced mates after 17...♕xh1+ 18 ♔d2 ♕xa1.


  Alexander Baburin White


  Joseph Ryan Black


  Kilkenny 1996


  1 d4 d5 2 c4 dxc4 3 ♘f3 c5 4 e3 cxd4 5 ♗xc4 ♕c7 6 ♕b3 e6 7 exd4 ♘f6 8 ♘c3 a6 9 ♗g5 ♗e7 10 d5 exd5 11 ♗xd5 0-0 12 0-0 ♘c6 13 ♖fe1 ♗f5 14 ♖ac1 ♘a5? 15 ♕a4 ♘c6 16 ♗xc6 bxc6 17 ♘d4! ♘g4 18 ♘xf5! ♕xh2+ 19 ♔f1 ♗xg5 20 ♕xg4 ♕h1+ 21 ♔e2 ♖ae8+ 22 ♔f3 (or 22 ♘e4) ♖xe1 23 ♕xg5 g6 24 ♕h6! resigns.


  White will be at least a knight ahead.


  
DAY 22 Secure Center


  A solid pawn center is usually a pre-requisite to attack, on either wing.


  Nigel Short White


  Rene Borngaesser Black


  Solingen 1986


  French Defense, Tarrasch Variation C05


  1 e4 e6 2 d4 d5 3 ♘d2 ♘f6 4 e5 ♘fd7 5 f4 c5 6 c3 ♘c6 7 ♘df3!


  The more natural 7 ♘gf3 is met by 7...♕b6! (8 ♘b3 cxd4 9 ♘bxd4 ♘xd4 10 ♘xd4 ♗c5 with good play).


  7...♕a5


  But now he can meet 7...♕b6 with 8 ♘e2!. With a secure center he can continue 9 g3, 10 ♗h3 and 11 0-0. See below.


  8 ♗e3! cxd4 9 ♘xd4
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  Now 9...♗c5?? or 9...♘c5?? lose a piece to 10 ♘xc6 bxc6 11 b4!.


  9...♘xd4 10 ♗xd4


  White would have the better chances after, say, 10...♗e7 11 ♘f3 0-0 12 ♗d3 followed by ♕c2.


  10...b6??


  To trade off White’s dangerous bishop with 11...♗a6.


  11 a4!


  With a killing threat of 12 b4!. Black is lost after 11...b5 12 axb5 so he desperately sacrifices his queen.


  11...♗a6!? 12 b4 ♗xf1 13 bxa5 ♗xg2 14 ♘e2 ♗xh1 15 ♘g3 ♗e4 16 ♘xe4 dxe4 17 axb6 axb6 18 a5 resigns.


  The outcome would be clear after 18...♖xa5 19 ♖xa5 bxa5 20 ♕a4 and ♕xa5.


  Karl Burger White


  Elliott Winslow Black


  Aspen 1968


  1 e4 e6 2 d4 d5 3 ♘d2 ♘f6 4 e5 ♘fd7 5 f4 c5 6 c3 ♘c6 7 ♘df3! ♕b6 8 g3 cxd4 9 cxd4 ♗b4+ 10 ♔f2! (10 ♗d2? ♘xd4) f6 11 ♔g2 0-0 12 ♗d3 fxe5 13 fxe5 ♗e7 14 ♘e2 ♔h8 15 ♗b1 ♖f7 16 h4! ♕d8 17 ♘f4 ♘b6? 18 ♘g5! ♗xg5 19 hxg5 resigns.


  Question 24: Why not 19...♔g8 ?


  
DAY 23 Book Brilliance


  You can learn to be brilliant by mastering common sacrificial patterns.


  Jacques Mieses White


  Johannes Ohquist Black


  Nuremberg 1895


  Center Counter Defense B01


  1 e4 d5 2 exd5 ♕xd5 3 ♘c3 ♕d8 4 d4 ♘c6?


  This works in similar positions when the d4-pawn is vulnerable and can’t advance.


  5 ♘f3


  White would have a significant lead in development after 5 d5! ♘b8 6 ♘f3. Or in space after 5...♘e5 6 ♕d4.


  5...♗g4?


  Black could reduce his inferiority with 5...e6 (6 ♗b5 ♗d6).


  6 d5!


  Now 6...♗xf3 7 ♕xf3 favors White. For example, 7...♘d4 8 ♕d3 c5 9 ♗e3 threatens ♗xd4. Or 8...e5 9 dxe6.


  6...♘e5?


  Now 7 ♗e2 is good enough for a White plus. But he noticed something else.


  [image: Illustration]


  7 ♘xe5!


  This looks like genius. But it is simply recognizing a known sacrificial pattern.


  7...♗xd1 8 ♗b5+ c6


  Or 8...♕d7 9 ♗xd7+ ♔d8 when both 10 ♘xf7+ and the capture on d1 win.


  9 dxc6


  Black would be a piece down after 9...a6 10 c7+ axb5 11 cxd8(♕)+.


  9...♕c7 10 cxb7+ ♔d8 11 ♘xf7 mate


  The pattern can occur in other forms:


  1 e4 ♘c6 2 d4 d5 3 exd5 ♕xd5 4 ♘f3 ♗g4 5 ♘c3 ♕d8? 6 d5! ♘e5? 7 ♘xe5! ♗xd1 8 ♗b5+ transposes exactly into the game above.


  Question 25: What happens after 5...♗xf3 ?


  
DAY 24 Wing Grab


  When the center is blocked, the player who seizes more kingside space usually has an advantage.


  Andre Lilienthal White


  Adolf Hamming Black


  Zandvoort 1934


  Queen’s Gambit Accepted D31


  1 d4 d5 2 c4 e6 3 ♘c3 dxc4 4 e4! c5 5 d5


  White gets a great outpost on d5 after 5...exd5 6 ♘xd5.


  5...a6 6 a4 ♘f6 7 ♗xc4 e5? 8 f4!


  Now 8...exf4 9 ♗xf4 ♗e7? 10 d6! is awful.


  8...♗d6 9 ♘f3


  And here 9...exf4? 10 e5 costs a piece.


  9...♘bd7 10 0-0 0-0 11 f5!


  [image: Illustration]


  By seizing much greater kingside space, White can throw everything at the king.


  11...♕c7 12 ♗g5! ♘b6 13 ♗xf6!


  Now 13...gxf6 14 ♘d2 followed by ♕h5 and ♖f3 is hopeless.


  13...♘xc4 14 ♘g5!


  So that 14...gxf6 15 ♘xh7! and 15...♔xh7 16 ♕h5+, 17 ♕g4+ and 18 ♖f3 followed by ♖h3 mate.


  Another finish is 15...♘e3 16 ♘xf6+ ♔g7 17 ♕h5! and wins.


  14...h6 15 ♕h5!


  It’s mate after 15...hxg5 16 ♕xg5 (16...g6 17 ♕h6). Or 15...gxf6 16 ♕xh6 fxg5 17 f6.


  15...♖e8 16 ♗xg7! resigns.


  And here it is 16...♔xg7 17 f6+ and mates.


  Viktor Korchnoi White


  Stanislav Bogdanovich Black


  Odessa 2006


  1 c4 e6 2 ♘c3 d5 3 d4 dxc4 4 e4 c5 5 d5 exd5 6 ♘xd5 ♗d6 7 ♗xc4 ♘c6 8 ♘f3 h6? 9 e5! ♗b8 (9...♘xe5? 10 ♘xe5 ♗xe5 11 ♕e2 wins a piece) 10 ♗e3 b6 11 ♕a4 ♗b7 12 0-0-0! ♕c8 13 ♖d2 ♘ge7 14 ♘f4 0-0 15 e6 f6 16 ♖d7 a6 17 ♘d5 b5 18 ♕c2 bxc4 19 ♖xe7! resigns.


  Question 26: Why resign?


  
DAY 25 Right Squares


  It’s simple: A good center helps you put good pieces on the right squares.


  Rafael Vaganian White


  George Botterill Black


  Hastings 1974-75


  Trompowsky Attack A45


  1 d4 ♘f6 2 ♗g5 g6 3 ♗xf6! exf6 4 e3 ♗g7 5 ♘e2!


  The center tells White that the knight will watch more important squares on f4 than on f3 and that Black cannot oust it with ...e7-e5.


  5...b6 6 ♘f4


  [image: Illustration]


  The center also makes ♗c4 good. Another game went 6...♗b7 7 h4 0-0 8 h5 ♘c6 9 ♗c4! ♘e7? 10 hxg6 hxg6 11 ♘xg6! and wins. (11...♘xg6 12 ♕h5).


  6...d5 7 h4! h5


  White could have met 7...0-0 with 8 ♘c3 ♗b7 9 h5 and then 9...g5 10 h6! ♗h8 11 ♕f3 (11...gxf4?? 12 ♕g4+).


  8 c4! dxc4


  Worse is 8...c6 9 cxd5 cxd5 10 ♗b5+! (10...♗d7 11 ♗xd7+ ♕xd7 12 ♘c3).


  9 ♗xc4 ♗b7 10 ♘c3


  Necessary is a safety step like 10...♕d7.


  Question 27: Why not 10...♘d7 followed by ...f5 and ...♘f6 ?


  10...♗h6?? 11 ♗xf7+! ♔xf7 12 ♕b3+ ♔e8


  Not 12...♔f8? 13 ♘e6+.


  Question 28: What is fastest after 12...♔e7 13 ♘xg6+ ♔d7 14 ♕f7+ ♔c8 ?


  13 ♘xg6 ♕d7 14 ♘xh8 ♕g7 15 ♕e6+ ♔f8 16 ♘d5! ♘d7


  Or else 16...♕xh8 17 ♕e7+ ♔g8 18 ♘xf6+.


  17 ♘e7! resigns.


  Joszef Brindics White


  Miklos Mincsovics Black


  Hungary 1999


  1 d4 ♘f6 2 ♗g5 g6 3 ♗xf6! exf6 4 e3 ♗g7 5 ♘e2 b6 6 ♘f4 ♗b7 7 c3 0-0 8 h4 f5 9 h5 ♗f6 (9...g5!) 10 hxg6 hxg6 11 ♗c4 d5 12 ♗d3 ♔g7 13 ♕f3 ♗g5 14 ♘d2 ♘d7 15 g4 ♗xf4 16 ♕xf4 fxg4 17 ♕h6+ ♔f6 18 0-0-0 ♔e6 19 f4 ♘f6 20 ♕g5 ♖g8? 21 f5+ gxf5 22 ♕xf5+ ♔e7 23 ♕e5+ ♔f8 24 ♖df1 ♘d7 25 ♕f4 f6 26 ♖h7! g3 27 ♕h6+ resigns.


  
DAY 26 Knee-Jerk


  Masters have learned to exploit certain pawn moves with a quick reflex.


  Jiri Vesely White


  Karel Opocensky Black


  Jablonec 1962


  Caro-Kann Defense B16


  1 e4 c6 2 d4 d5 3 ♘c3 dxe4 4 ♘xe4 ♘f6 5 ♘xf6+ gxf6 6 ♘f3 ♗f5 7 ♗c4 ♘d7 8 0-0 e6 9 ♗b3 b5?


  Black tries to secure d5 for his knight (...♘b6-d5) by anticipating c2-c4. But he gives White a target, either at c6 or b5.


  [image: Illustration]


  10 a4!


  The proper knee-jerk response. A c6 target appears after 10...bxa4 11 ♗xa4.


  10...♘b6?


  Despite appearances, this fatally weakens Black’s control of d5.


  Better was 10...b4 with a slight inferiority after, say, 11 ♗f4 ♘b6 12 ♘h4 ♗g6 13 ♕f3.


  White also gets the upper hand from 10...a6 11 axb5! axb5 12 ♖xa8 ♕xa8 13 ♘h4 ♗g6 14 ♕e2. Or 11...cxb5 12 d5!.


  11 axb5 cxb5 12 ♕e2!


  Now 12...a6 13 ♖xa6! (13...♖xa6 14 ♕xb5+).


  12...♕d7 13 d5!


  This blasts open the d-file, e.g. 13...♘xd5 14 ♖d1 with a threat of 15 ♗xd5. For example, 14...♗e7 15 c4! bxc4? 16 ♗a4 or 14...0-0-0 15 ♗e3 and ♖xa7. Or 13...e5? 14 ♘xe5!.


  13...♘c4 14 ♘d4! ♕xd5


  Another loss is 14...♗e7 15 ♘xb5! (15...♕xb5 16 ♗a4).


  15 ♘xb5! ♖c8 16 ♖d1 ♕e4 17 ♗a4! resigns.


  The neat end would be 17...♕xe2 18 ♘c7+ ♔e7 19 ♖d7 mate.


  Larisa Dergileva White


  Heike Vogel Black


  Germany 2004


  1 e4 c6 2 d4 d5 3 ♘c3 dxe4 4 ♘xe4 ♘f6 5 ♘xf6+ gxf6 6 ♗c4 ♗f5 7 ♘f3 e6 8 0-0 ♗d6 9 ♘h4 ♗e4? 10 ♕h5! ♗d5 11 ♗xd5 cxd5 12 ♖e1 ♕d7 (12...0-0 13 ♗h6 is lost) 13 ♘f5 ♗f8 14 ♗h6 ♖g8 15 ♗xf8 ♖g5 16 ♕xh7 ♔xf8 and now 17 ♕h8+ or 17 ♘h6 win.


  Question 29: What was White’s threat after 13 ♘f5 ?


  
DAY 27 Unforced


  The most unpleasant surprises come from unforced “forced” moves.


  Yuri Rusakov White


  Boris Verlinsky Black


  Moscow 1947


  King Pawn’s Opening C20


  1 e4 e5 2 c3 ♘c6 3 d4 ♘f6 4 ♗g5


  White could get a quite reasonable position with 4 ♘f3!, e.g. 4...♘xe4 5 d5 ♘e7 6 ♘xe5.


  4...h6 5 ♗h4? g5 6 ♗g3


  Better was 6 dxe5! ♘xe5 7 ♗g3 or 6...♘xe4 7 ♕e2.


  6...exd4!


  White would have little compensation for a pawn after 7 f3 dxc3 or 7 cxd4 ♗b4+ and 8...♘xe4.


  7 e5 dxc3? 8 exf6?


  Despite all his errors, 8 ♘xc3! gets White back in the game. Black should have denied that with 7...♘e4 or 7...♕e7.


  8...cxb2! 9 ♕e2+
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  White banked on this. After the apparently forced 9...♗e7 he has 10 ♕xb2 ♗xf6 11 ♘c3 with an extra piece.


  Question 30: What about 9...♘e7 10 ♕xb2 ♘-moves ?


  9...♕e7! 10 fxe7 ♗g7! White resigns.


  Much better than 10...bxa1(♕) 11 exf8(♕)+ ♔xf8. The story of a queen sacrifice to create an unstoppable passed pawn has been retold:


  Henry Bird/Henry Dobell White


  Isidor Gunsberg/Charles Locock Black


  Hastings 1897


  From’s Gambit


  1 f4 e5 2 fxe5 d6 3 exd6 ♗xd6 4 ♘f3 g5 5 c3? g4 6 ♕a4+ ♘c6 7 ♘d4 ♕h4+ 8 ♔d1 g3 9 b3? ♕xh2! White resigns.


  Geza Nagy White


  Janos Balogh Black


  Budapest 1948


  Sicilian Defense, Wing Gambit


  1 e4 c5 2 b4 cxb4 3 d4 e5 4 dxe5 ♘c6 5 ♘f3 ♘ge7 6 ♗f4? ♘g6 7 ♗g3 ♕a5! 8 ♕d5? b3+! 9 ♕xa5 b2! 10 ♕c3 ♗b4 11 ♕xb4 ♘xb4 White resigns.


  
DAY 28 Bolt From Blue


  Checkmate can come out of nowhere.


  Bela Perenyi White


  Laszlo Eperjesi Black


  Budapest 1974


  Caro-Kann Defense B17


  1 e4 c6 2 d4 d5 3 ♘d2 dxe4 4 ♘xe4 ♘d7 5 ♗c4 ♘gf6 6 ♘g5 e6 7 ♕e2


  White’s best chance for advantage lies in targeting f7 until Black castles. For example, 7...♗e7?? 8 ♘xf7! ♔xf7? 9 ♕xe6+ and wins.


  7...♘b6 8 ♗d3 h6


  Black avoids 8…♕xd4 because of 9 ♘1f3 followed by ♘e5 and a capture on f7.


  The reason for 8...h6 is illustrated by the immediate 8...c5, when 9 dxc5 ♗xc5 10 ♘1f3 ♕c7 allows 11 ♗b5+! ♗d7 12 ♗xd7+ ♕xd7 13 ♘e5.


  Question 31: Why not 12...♘bxd7 ?


  9 ♘5f3 c5 10 dxc5 ♘bd7


  Black wants to retake on c5 with a knight. He would be slightly worse after 10...♗xc5 11 ♗d2 ♘bd7 12 0-0-0.


  11 b4 b6!


  So that 12 cxb6? ♗xb4+ favors Black.


  12 ♘d4


  Now 12...♘xc5 looks good (13 bxc5 ♕xd4). But 13 ♗b5+ ♘cd7 14 ♗d2 is a bit uncomfortable for Black.


  12...bxc5?? 13 ♘c6!
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  Constant tactical awareness is the only way to avoid disasters like this. Unclear was 12...♘d5.


  13...♕c7 14 ♕xe6+! resigns.


  In view of 14...fxe6 15 ♗g6 mate.


  Robert Schuermans White


  Wim Versporten Black


  Antwerp 1999


  1 e4 c6 2 d4 d5 3 ♘c3 dxe4 4 ♘xe4 ♘d7 5 ♗c4 ♘gf6 6 ♘g5 e6 7 ♕e2 ♘b6 8 ♗d3 h6 9 ♘5f3 c5 10 dxc5 ♘bd7 11 b4 ♘d5 12 ♗d2 a5 13 c3 ♕f6 14 ♖c1 axb4 15 cxb4 ♖xa2 16 ♗c4! ♘xb4 (16...♖a8 17 ♗xd5) 17 ♗xa2 ♘xa2 18 ♖c2 ♕g6 19 ♕c4 ♗xc5? (19...♕xg2) 20 ♔f1! b5 21 ♕xa2 ♕d3+ 22 ♘e2 b4 23 ♗xb4! ♗xb4 24 ♖xc8+ ♔e7 25 ♕c2 resigns.


  
DAY 29 Problem Piece


  In many openings one minor piece is the cause of all your worries.


  Sergey Volkov White


  Vladimir Demin Black


  Moscow 2008


  Slav Defense D12


  1 d4 d5 2 c4 c6 3 ♘f3 ♘f6 4 e3 ♗f5


  The problem piece in Queen’s Gambits is the c8-bishop because it is often locked in by a pawn (4...e6).


  5 ♘c3 e6 6 ♘h4 ♗g6 7 ♗d2 ♘bd7 8 ♕b3!


  The absence of the bishop makes the b7-pawn a juicy target, e.g. 8...♘b6? 9 c5!.


  8...♕c7 9 cxd5 exd5


  Not 9...cxd5? 10 ♖c1, which sets up 11 ♘b5!.


  10 g3 ♗e7 11 a4


  White aims for the space-gaining 12 a5. Natural moves like 11 ♘xg6 hxg6 12 ♗g2 offer little after 12...♘b6! and later ...♘c4.


  11...♘e4!?
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  Black wants trades that ease his game, such as 12 ♘xg6 ♘xd2.


  12 ♘xe4 ♗xh4??


  Black would be a bit worse after 12...♗xe4 13 f3 ♗g6 14 ♘xg6 hxg6 15 e4. But at least he’s rid of his problem piece.


  13 ♕xb7! ♕xb7


  Question 32: What about 13...♗d8!? and 14 ♕xa8? ♗xe4 (15 ♖g1 ♘b6!)?


  14 ♘d6+ resigns.


  Premature but a second pawn eventually falls after 14...♔d8 15 ♘xb7+ ♔c7 16 ♘a5.


  Javier Campos White


  Martin Poulsen Black


  Barcelona 2002


  1 d4 d5 2 c4 c6 3 ♘f3 ♘f6 4 e3 ♗f5 5 ♘c3 e6 6 ♘h4 ♗g6 7 ♕b3 b6?! 8 g3 ♗e7 9 ♗g2 0-0 10 ♘xg6 hxg6 11 0-0 ♘bd7 12 ♖d1 ♖c8 13 ♗d2 ♕c7 14 ♖ac1 ♕b8 15 cxd5! cxd5 16 ♗f1! ♕b7 17 a4 ♘e8 18 a5 ♘d6 19 a6! ♕b8 20 ♘b5 ♖xc1 21 ♖xc1 ♖c8 22 ♖xc8+ ♘xc8 23 ♕c2! ♔f8 24 ♕c6 ♔e8 25 e4! (There’s no defense to both 26 ♗f4! and 26 exd5) ♗f6 26 ♗f4 e5 27 ♗h3! resigns.


  
DAY 30 Drawback


  A move that checkmates is the only one without even a slight drawback.


  Meesen White


  Hans Mueller Black


  Correspondence 1928


  English Opening A28


  1 c4 e5 2 ♘c3 ♘f6 3 ♘f3 ♘c6 4 d4


  This was once the most popular way for White to play the English Opening.


  4...exd4 5 ♘xd4 ♗b4!


  The good news about 1 c4 is that it fights for control of d5. The slight drawback is that the c-pawn can become weak.


  Black can exploit that after 6 ♗g5 h6 7 ♗h4 with 7...♗xc3+! 8 bxc3 d6 followed by ...♘e5.


  A curiosity is Hans Mueller – Marcel Duchamp, The Hague 1928, 7...♘e4?? 8 ♗xd8 ♘xc3 9 ♘xc6 ♘xd1 10 ♘xb4 resigns.


  6 ♘xc6? bxc6


  White should play quietly and protectively (7 e3).


  7 g3? ♕e7! 8 ♗g2 ♗a6!


  Amazingly, White has no good defense of the c4-pawn (8 ♕b3 ♕c5).


  Or 8 ♕d4 d5 9 cxd5?? ♕xe2 mate.


  Question 33: But what about 9 b3 ?


  9 ♕d3 d5 10 b3?
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  10...d4!


  Quite good is 10...♖d8 since White cannot get out of the pin on the d3-a6 line without losing the c-pawn. But now he loses a piece.


  11 ♕xd4


  For example, 11 ♗xc6+ ♔f8 12 ♗d2 (or 12 ♗b2) dxc3.


  11...♖d8 12 ♗xc6+ ♔f8 13 ♗d5 ♖xd5! White resigns.


  Helmut Erhat White


  Josef Lokvenc Black


  Vienna 1950


  1 c4 e5 2 ♘f3 ♘c6 3 ♘c3 ♘f6 4 d4 exd4 5 ♘xd4 ♗b4 6 ♗g5 h6 7 ♗h4 ♗xc3+ 8 bxc3 d6 9 ♕c2 ♘e5 10 e3 ♘g6 11 ♗g3 ♘d7!? 12 ♘e6 fxe6 13 ♕g6+ ♔f8 17 ♕xe6?? ♘f6 White resigns. The queen is trapped. Black would be OK after 17 ♗e2 ♕f6.


  
DAY 31 Bludgeon or Rapier


  A risky move might be punished with a tactical slash or slowly with the bludgeon of positional blows. One is usually superior.


  Kaplan White


  Victor Soultanbeieff Black


  Liege 1930


  Slav Defense D10


  1 d4 d5 2 c4 c6 3 ♘c3 dxc4 4 e3 b5?


  White can see the positional 5 a4, and the tactical slash 5 ♘xb5.


  5 ♘xb5?


  Better was 5 a4!, threatening 6 axb5 cxb5 7 ♕f3. After 5...b4 6 ♘a2! b3 7 ♘c3 Black’s pawns are overextended (7...♗a6 8 ♘f3 ♘d7 9 ♘d2 ♘b6 10 a5 with advantage).


  5...cxb5! 6 ♕f3 ♘c6


  Question 34: Did Black have a good alternative?


  7 ♕xc6+ ♗d7 8 ♕f3 e5


  Black can use his lead in development in various ways, including 8...♘f6 and 8...♖c8.


  9 dxe5 ♗b4+


  Now 10 ♗d2?? ♗xd2+ 11 ♔xd2 loses to a discovered bishop check.


  10 ♔e2 ♘h6! 11 h3??
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  White had to play 11 ♕f4 and pray after 11...♗f5.


  11...♗g4!


  He overlooked that 12 hxg4 ♕d3 is mate.


  12 ♕xg4 ♘xg4 13 hxg4 ♕d3+ 14 ♔f3 ♕xf1 White resigns.


  Tamara Cheremnova White


  Evgeny Najer Black


  Olginka 2011


  1 d4 d5 2 c4 c6 3 ♘c3 dxc4 4 e3 b5 5 ♘xb5 cxb5 6 ♕f3 ♕c7!? 7 ♕xa8 ♗b7 8 ♕xa7 e5 9 ♗xc4 ♗b4+ 10 ♗d2 ♗xd2+ 11 ♔xd2 bxc4 12 ♘f3 ♘f6 13 ♖hc1 exd4 14 ♕xd4 ♕a5+ 15 ♔e2 0-0 16 ♔f1 ♘bd7 17 ♔g1 ♗xf3 18 gxf3 ♘e5 19 ♔g2 ♖e8 20 ♖c3 ♕a8 21 e4 h6 22 ♖g1 ♔h7 23 ♖a3 ♕b8


  [image: Illustration]


  24 f4? ♘g6 25 e5 ♘h5 26 f5 ♘gf4+ 27 ♔h1 ♖xe5 28 f6? ♘e2 29 ♕xc4 ♕b7+ 30 f3 ♘xg1 31 ♔xg1 ♕xb2 White resigns.


  
DAY 32 Initiative


  Maintaining the initiative usually means nothing more than finding forcing moves.


  Jindrich Trapl White


  Ivan Novak Black


  Trinec 1972


  Giuoco Piano C53


  1 e4 e5 2 ♘f3 ♘c6 3 ♗c4 ♗c5 4 c3 ♘f6 5 d4 exd4 6 0-0 d5?


  This gambit would be dubious after 6...♘xe4 followed by 7...d5!.


  7 exd5 ♘e7


  Now Black sees 7...♘xd5 8 ♕b3! (8...♘ce7? 9 ♕b5+ and 10 ♕xc5).


  8 cxd4 ♗b6 9 ♗g5! ♘fxd5


  He would fall too far behind after 9...♘exd5 10 ♘c3 ♘xc3 11 ♖e1+!.
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  10 ♗xd5!


  White needs the most forcing moves, usually a check, a capture...


  10...♕xd5 11 ♘c3


  ...or a threat (12 ♘xd5).


  11...♕d8 12 ♖e1 f6 13 ♕b3! ♔f8


  White threatened 14 ♘e5 fxe5 15 ♖xe5. He would win after 13...fxg5 14 ♘d5.


  After 13…c6 14 ♗f4 White threatens 15 ♘g5, as in the game, and would win after 14…♗c7 15 ♗xc7 ♕xc7 16 d5!.


  14 ♗f4 ♗g4? 15 ♘g5!


  Black cannot allow mate on f7 or 15...fxg5 16 ♗xg5 and ♗xe7+.


  15...♘d5 16 ♘xd5 fxg5 17 ♕a3+ ♔f7


  Now 17...c5 18 dxc5 ♕xd5 19 cxb6+ is agony. Or 17...♔g8 18 ♘e7+ and ♗xg5.


  18 ♖e7+ ♔g6 19 ♕d3+ ♔h6 20 ♗xg5+! resigns.


  Question 35: Why resign?


  Martin From White


  Gustave von Neumann Black


  Paris 1867


  1 e4 e5 2 d4 exd4 3 ♗c4 ♘c6 4 ♘f3 ♗c5 5 0-0 ♘f6 6 c3 ♘xe4! 7 cxd4 d5! 8 ♖e1 ♗e7 9 ♗d3 f5 10 ♘e5 0-0 11 ♘xc6 bxc6 12 ♕e2 ♗d6 13 f3? ♕h4 14 g3 ♘xg3 15 hxg3 ♕xg3+ 16 ♔h1 ♗d7 17 ♗e3 ♖f6 18 ♖d1 ♖g6 White resigns.


  
DAY 33 Timing


  Moves that would be good in calm positions can be dreadful when the speed of play accelerates.


  Reuben Fine White


  Bobby Fischer Black


  New York 1964


  Sicilian Defense, Najdorf Variation B87


  1 e4 c5 2 ♘f3 d6 3 d4 cxd4 4 ♘xd4 ♘f6 5 ♘c3 a6 6 ♗c4 e6 7 ♗b3 b5! 8 ♕e2 ♗e7 9 g4?


  This push works well when threats come slower, such as after 7...♘c6 8 ♗e3 ♗e7 9 ♕e2 and later g2-g4.


  9...b4! 10 ♘b1 d5!
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  After 11 exd5 ♘xd5 Black tries to exploit the h1-a8 diagonal and dark squares that 9 g4 weakened (12 0-0 0-0 13 ♖d1 ♗d6 and ...♕h4).


  11 e5 ♘fd7


  Now the b3-bishop is almost useless and the e5-pawn is a target (12 f4 ♗h4+).


  12 ♗f4 ♕b6!


  The knight is attacked and 13 c3 bxc3 14 bxc3 ♘c6 favors Black.


  13 ♘f3 a5! 14 ♗a4


  This bishop was threatened by 14...a4.


  14...0-0 15 ♗e3 ♕c7 16 ♗d4 ♗a6! 17 ♕e3 ♘c5 18 ♗xc5 ♗xc5


  Now 19 ♕f4 ♕b6 20 ♕g3 allows 20...♗d4! 21 c3 bxc3 22 bxc3 ♕b2!.


  Question 36: But what if 21 ♘xd4 ♕xd4 22 c3 ?


  19 ♘d4 ♕b6! White resigns.


  And here 20 c3 loses to 20...bxc3 21 bxc3 ♕b2.


  Here’s what can happen when Black’s counterplay is too slow:


  Domingue Moullimard White


  Erwan Marre Black


  Paris 1999


  1 e4 c5 2 ♘f3 d6 3 d4 cxd4 4 ♘xd4 ♘f6 5 ♘c3 a6 6 ♗c4 e6 7 ♗b3 b5 8 ♗g5 ♗e7 9 ♕e2 ♕c7 10 0-0-0 0-0? (10...b4!) 11 f4 ♖e8 12 h4 ♘fd7?? 13 ♘xe6! fxe6 14 ♗xe6+ ♔h8 15 ♘d5 ♕d8 16 ♗f7 ♘f6 17 ♘xf6 ♖f8 18 ♕h5! ♗xf6 19 ♗g6 h6 20 ♗xh6! resigns.


  
DAY 34 Short Term


  A strong pawn center can be a long-term asset.

  But superior piece activity has to be used quickly or it may evaporate.


  Lars Hanssen White


  Erik Lundin Black


  Oslo 1928


  King’s Gambit Accepted C36


  1 e4 e5 2 f4 exf4 3 ♘f3 d5 4 exd5 ♘f6 5 ♘c3


  Black should not allow the strong center to stand after 5 c4. He would get offsetting piece play with 5...c6! (6 dxc6? ♘xc6 7 d4 ♗b4+ 8 ♘c3 ♘e4).


  5...♘xd5 6 ♘xd5 ♕xd5 7 d4 ♗g4 8 ♗xf4 ♘c6!


  If White completes development, his center would tilt the game in his direction. But now 9 c3 0-0-0 10 ♗d3 ♗d6 favors Black (11 ♗xd6 ♖he8+!).


  9 ♗e2 0-0-0 10 c3


  [image: Illustration]


  Black deserves more than the equal chances of 10...♗d6? 11 ♗xd6 ♕xd6 12 0-0.


  10...♕e4!


  Now 11 ♘d2 ♗xe2! 12 ♘xe4 ♗xd1 (13 ♖xd1 ♖e8 or 13 ♔xd1 ♘xd4! 14 cxd4? ♖xd4+).


  11 ♕d2?


  White should try 11 ♗g3 and try to get his king out of the center after 11...♖e8!. On 12 ♕d2 he would be alive after 12...♗xf3 13 gxf3 ♕xf3 14 ♖f1.


  11...♖xd4!


  A stunner: 12 cxd4 ♗b4 loses the queen.


  12 ♘xd4 ♘xd4


  Now 13 0-0 ♘xe2+ 14 ♔h1 ♗c5 is a strong Black attack. And 14...♗h3 15 ♖f3 ♘xf4 16 ♕xf4 ♕xf4 17 ♖xf4 ♗e6 is a winning endgame.


  13 cxd4 ♗b4 14 ♔f2 ♗xd2 15 ♗xg4+ f5 16 ♗xd2 fxg4 17 ♖he1 ♕xd4+ 18 ♗e3 ♕xb2+ 19 ♔f1 ♖e8 White resigns.


  Gosta Stoltz White


  Ludwig Rellstab Black


  Swinemunde 1932


  1 e4 e5 2 f4 exf4 3 ♘f3 ♘f6 4 ♘c3 d5 5 exd5 ♘xd5 6 ♘xd5 ♕xd5 7 d4 ♘c6 8 ♗xf4 ♗g4 9 ♗xc7 ♗xf3 10 ♕xf3 ♕xf3? 11 gxf3 ♖c8 12 ♗f4 ♘xd4 13 0-0-0! ♗c5 14 ♗e5 ♘e6 15 ♗b5+ ♔f8 16 ♗d7 ♖a8 17 ♗xe6 ♖e8 18 ♖d5 ♗e3+ 19 ♔b1 fxe6 20 ♖d7 ♖g8 21 ♗d6+ resigns.


  Question 37: Wasn’t 13...♘xc2 good?


  
DAY 35 Giving Up (the Center)


  When you “give up the center” you try to put enemy pawns under fire. The risk is that they grow into a powerhouse.


  Massimiliano Romi White


  Paul Keres Black


  Munich 1936


  French Defense, Tarrasch Variation C07


  1 e4 e6 2 d4 d5 3 ♘d2 c5 4 dxc5?


  A better version of this trade is 4 exd5 exd5 5 ♘gf3 ♘c6 6 ♗b5 ♗d6 and now 7 dxc5! ♗xc5 8 0-0 followed by ♘b3-d4. The difference is that then Black’s center pawn can be a liability when attacked by White rooks.


  4...♗xc5 5 ♗d3 ♘c6 6 ♘gf3 ♘f6 7 ♕e2 e5!


  With a smaller center presence, White can easily get the worse of it.


  For example, 8 0-0 ♗g4 9 ♘b3? dxe4 10 ♗xe4 ♘xe4 11 ♕xe4 f5.


  Instead, he should accept the equality of 9 exd5 ♕xd5 10 ♗c4 ♕d6.


  8 ♗b5 0-0 9 0-0 ♗g4! 10 ♗xc6 bxc6 11 exd5 ♖e8!


  [image: Illustration]


  The threat is 12...e4, and 12 ♘e4 ♘xe4 13 ♕xe4 f5! helps Black.


  12 dxc6 e4 13 ♕c4 ♕b6 14 ♘b3


  Or 14 ♘g5 ♗xf2+! 15 ♖xf2? e3! and Black wins. For example, 16 ♕xf7+ ♔h8 17 ♘df3 exf2+ 18 ♔f1 ♖e1+!.


  14...♗xf2+! 15 ♖xf2 exf3


  Now 16 ♕c5! ♖e1+ 17 ♖f1 ♖xf1+ 18 ♔xf1 leaves his king position in shreds after 18...♕c7!.


  For example, 19 h3? ♕h2!. Or 19 g3 ♗h3+ 20 ♔g1 ♘e4. And 19 gxf3 ♗xf3 20 ♕f2 ♕xc6.


  16 gxf3? ♖e1+ 17 ♔g2 ♗h3+! 18 ♔g3 ♖g1+ 19 ♔xh3 ♕xf2 and soon White resigned.


  Vlastimir Bujisic White


  Dragan Kosic Black


  Herceg Nevi 2006


  1 e4 e6 2 d4 d5 3 exd5 exd5 4 ♗d3 c5 5 dxc5 ♗xc5 6 ♘d2 ♘f6 7 ♘b3 ♗b6 8 ♕e2+ ♗e6 9 ♗g5 h6 10 ♗h4 0-0 11 ♘f3 ♖e8 12 0-0-0 ♘c6 13 a3? g5! 14 ♕d2? ♘e4 (Or 14...gxh4) 15 ♕e2 ♕f6 16 ♗g3 ♖ad8 17 ♗xe4 dxe4 18 ♘fd4?? and resigns.


  Question 38: Is White safe after 18 ♘fd2 ? The point is 18...e3 19 fxe3 ♗xb3 20 ♘xb3 ♗xe3+ 21 ♔b1.


  
DAY 36 All That Glitters ...


  In very favorable positions – several moves may sparkle. Picking the wrong one dulls the finish.


  Deli Laszlo White


  Laszlo Alfoldy Black


  Budapest 1933


  Budapest Defense A52


  1 d4 ♘f6 2 c4 e5 3 dxe5 ♘g4 4 ♕d4 d6! 5 exd6 ♗xd6


  Question 39: What happens after 6 ♕xg7 ?


  6 ♘f3 0-0 7 h3?


  With 7 ♘c3 ♘c6 8 ♕d2 White may reach a decent middlegame. (Not 8 ♕d1 ♗c5! 9 ♕xd8 ♗xf2+ or 9 e3 ♕xd1+).


  7...♘c6 8 ♕e4


  White must lose more time because 8 ♕c3?? ♗b4 hangs the queen and 8 ♕d1 allows 8...♘xf2! (9 ♔xf2? ♗g3+ and 10...♕xd1).


  8...♖e8 9 ♕c2 ♘b4 10 ♕c3


  Or 10 ♕d2 ♗f5! 11 ♘a3 ♘d3+ and wins.


  [image: Illustration]


  Black should look for a knockout blow. One candidate is 10...♗f5! followed by 11...♘c2+. For instance, 11 hxg4+ ♘c2+ 12 ♔d1 ♗b4+ wins the queen.


  Question 40: Is there another forced win?


  10...♘e3?


  Based on 11 fxe3?? ♗g1 mate or 11 ♗xe3 ♖xe3! 12 ♕d2 ♘d3+.


  11 ♘a3! ♘bc2+?


  Black wins the queen with 11...♘xa2! 12 ♖xa2 ♗b4! (13 ♕xb4? ♕d1 mate). But 13 ♗xe3 ♗xc3+ 14 bxc3 gives White survival chances.


  12 ♘xc2 ♗b4 13 resigns??.


  Not clearly lost was 13 ♘xe3! ♗xc3+ 14 bxc3.


  Alexander Beliavsky White


  Vladimir Epishin Black


  Reggio Emilia 1991


  1 d4 ♘f6 2 c4 e5 3 dxe5 ♘g4 4 ♕d4?! d6 5 exd6 ♗xd6 6 ♕e4+ ♗e6 7 ♘c3 0-0 8 ♘f3 ♕d7 9 ♘d4 ♗xc4 10 ♘f5 ♗e6 11 ♘xd6 cxd6 12 g3 d5 13 ♕f4 d4! 14 ♘e4 ♗d5 15 f3 f5!16 ♘c5 ♕e7 17 ♘d3 ♘c6 18 h3 ♘ge5 19 ♘xe5 ♘xe5 20 ♔f2 d3 21 ♗d2 dxe2 22 ♗xe2 ♗xf3! 23 ♗b4 ♕e6 24 ♖he1 ♗xe2 25 ♕e3 f4 White resigns.


  
DAY 37 Free Hands


  Enemy counterplay ties your hands.

  No counterplay and they’re free.


  Alexander Shashin White


  N. Dashkevich Black


  Riga 1955


  French Defense, Tarrasch Variation C05


  1 e4 e6 2 d4 d5 3 ♘d2 ♘f6 4 e5 ♘fd7 5 ♗d3 c5 6 c3 ♘c6 7 ♘e2 ♗e7?


  In the French Defense, Black concedes space in hopes of counterattack in the center. For example, 7...cxd4 8 cxd4 f6! or 7...♕b6 offers him good chances.


  8 0-0 ♕b6 9 ♘f3 0-0 10 ♘f4!


  White’s center is secure, e.g. 10...cxd4 11 cxd4 ♘xd4? 12 ♘xd4 ♕xd4? 13 ♗xh7+ and ♕xd4. And 10...f6? allows 11 ♘xe6.


  10...cxd4 11 cxd4 a5?! 12 ♗b1!


  No other plan is as worthy as attacking h7. Note how the pawn at e5 keeps a defensive Black knight off f6.


  12...♘d8?


  Black prepares 13...f6. But this is too late. Better was 12...♖d8 followed by ...♘f8 to protect h7.


  13 ♕d3 f5?


  After 13...g6! 14 h4! White has a free hand to build his attack with 15 h5.
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