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In 'The Shame of the Cities,' Lincoln Steffens embarks on an incisive exploration of urban corruption in the early 20th century, employing a journalistic style that blends vivid anecdote with sociopolitical analysis. This groundbreaking work chronicles the pervasive graft and malfeasance that plagued American municipalities, presenting a series of illuminating case studies from cities such as St. Louis, Philadelphia, and Chicago. Steffens' writing, characterized by its passionate rhetoric and meticulous investigation, serves not just as a critique, but as a clarion call for reformation amid the rampant inequities of the Progressive Era. Lincoln Steffens, a prominent muckraker and social critic, draws upon his firsthand investigations and experiences to craft this seminal text. His background in journalism and exposure to urban disenfranchisement fueled his commitment to unveiling the harsh realities of political corruption. Steffens'Äô ethos as a reformist lends a sense of urgency to his narrative, urging readers to confront the moral failures of their institutions and society at large, reflecting the zeitgeist of a nation grappling with transformation. Readers interested in the intersections of urban politics and social justice will find 'The Shame of the Cities' an essential and educational read. Steffens' masterful storytelling and incisive commentary not only illuminate the systemic dysfunction of his time but also resonate with contemporary issues, making this book crucial for understanding urban governance and ethical accountability.
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In "Popular Misgovernment in the United States," Alfred Byron Cruikshank rigorously examines the flaws within American governance that culminate from popular misconceptions and misapplications of democracy. Employing a critical yet accessible literary style, Cruikshank delves into the interplay between political theory and practice, dissecting the consequences of mob rule, partisan politics, and the superficialities of public opinion on effective governance. This work is situated within the historical context of early 20th-century America, a period marked by significant political upheaval and a growing disillusionment with the efficacy of democratic institutions. Cruikshank, a well-educated attorney and keen observer of the political landscape, was undoubtedly influenced by the Progressive Era's tumultuous reforms and widespread calls for accountability in government. His insights reflect both personal experience and a broader societal yearning for a more educated and rational electorate, which he believed was essential for the survival of democracy. Through his writing, he sought to illuminate the pervasive issues that plague the political system, urging citizens to engage in more informed citizenship. For readers seeking a nuanced understanding of American political dynamics and the pitfalls of democratic governance, Cruikshank's work remains a compelling and relevant study. His combination of historical analysis and keen observation serves as a clarion call for civic engagement, making this book essential for scholars, students, and engaged citizens alike.
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In "Sargent," T. Martin Wood delves into the life and artistic contributions of John Singer Sargent, a pivotal figure in late 19th and early 20th-century portraiture. Wood employs a rich narrative prose interwoven with meticulous research, illuminating Sargent's stylistic evolution and the cultural milieu that shaped his grand oeuvre. The book not only explores the aesthetic qualities of Sargent'Äôs work but also positions it within the broader context of the Impressionist movement, highlighting the tensions between traditional artistic values and modern sensibilities prevalent in his time. T. Martin Wood, a noted art historian and biographer, brings a distinct perspective to the subject, informed by his extensive scholarship and personal admiration for Sargent'Äôs mastery. His previous explorations of art history provide a robust foundation, allowing him to dissect and interpret Sargent'Äôs techniques, influences, and the societal implications of his portraits. Wood's ability to connect the dots between Sargent's personal experiences and his artistic evolution enriches our understanding of the artist's enduring legacy. "Sargent" is an essential read for art enthusiasts and scholars alike, offering profound insights into the interplay of artistry and identity. Wood'Äôs engaging storytelling invites readers to reconsider not just Sargent'Äôs work, but the nature of portraiture itself in an era of transformation. It is a compelling exploration that promises to resonate with those seeking to deepen their appreciation for one of art history'Äôs luminaries.
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In "A Letter to a Noble Lord," Edmund Burke presents a poignant critique of the British government's policies and the impact of the American Revolution on the institutions of monarchy and aristocracy. Written in 1796, this epistolary treatise embodies Burke's characteristic eloquence and rhetorical flourish, manifesting a rich tapestry of philosophical reflection interwoven with political pragmatism. Esteemed as a foundational text of modern conservatism, Burke'Äôs letter navigates themes of loyalty, tradition, and the dynamic interplay between social hierarchy and individual rights, shedding light on the tumultuous political climate of his era. Edmund Burke, often hailed as the father of modern conservatism, drew upon his experiences as a statesman and his profound understanding of Enlightenment thought to craft this letter. Serving as a member of Parliament and a vociferous critic of the French Revolution, Burke's insights were shaped by his belief in gradual reform over radical change. His deep appreciation for historical continuity and skepticism towards unchecked ambition informed his perspective, making this letter a critical response to the revolutionary fervor threatening the established order. For scholars, students, and politically engaged readers alike, "A Letter to a Noble Lord" is an essential exploration of the relationship between power, responsibility, and the human condition. Burke'Äôs intricate arguments invite reflection on contemporary political dilemmas, urging readers to consider the delicate balance between innovation and preservation in governance.
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In "Sketches in the House," T. P. O'Connor presents a series of insightful and often humorous observations on life in the British Parliament during the late 19th century. The book combines vivid character sketches and sharp political commentary, intertwining personal anecdotes with broader societal critiques. O'Connor's style is characterized by its rich language and wit, drawing readers into the bustling world of Victorian politics with a blend of elegance and accessibility. This work serves not only as a reflection of the political landscape of its time but also as a testament to the complexities of governance and public service. T. P. O'Connor, a prominent journalist and politician himself, was deeply entrenched in the socio-political fabric of his era. As a member of the Irish Parliamentary Party, his firsthand experience in Parliament allowed him to craft an authentic portrayal of its intricacies. This background informs his keen observations and the nuanced understanding of the political machinations captured in his sketches, making the work a significant historical artifact. This book is highly recommended for readers interested in political history, satire, and the nuances of Victorian society. "Sketches in the House" offers a unique window into the human elements of politics, encouraging reflection on the timeless interplay between power and personality. O'Connor'Äôs engaging narrative will resonate with both historians and casual readers alike.
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Journey to Washington City.—A day at Wheeling, in Virginia.—Ride to Cumberland over the Allegheny mountain.—Extremely cold weather in a crowded Stage.—Arrival at Cumberland two hours too late to take the Rail-road cars to Baltimore, through the management of stage drivers and tavern keepers, on the route.—Arrival at Washington City on New Year’s day.—Reflections on the change in every thing, in the city, since that day fourteen years.—Interviews with the President, Major William B. Lewis, Governor Woodbury, and many old friends, at Mrs. Hamilton’s, on Pennsylvania Avenue.—Biographical Sketch of Levi Woodbury.




Leaving Columbus, the seat of government, in the State of Ohio, on the morning of the twenty-sixth of November, in the stage, in company with six or seven passengers, we arrived at Wheeling, in Virginia, in exactly twenty-four hours. The distance is somewhat over one hundred and thirty miles. We passed over the National road, then in a good condition for travelling on it. Stopping at the Virginia Hotel in Wheeling, we ascertained that we were too late for the stage that would pass over the road to Cumberland, in season for the rail-road cars next morning; and so we concluded to tarry where we were, until next day. Resting ourselves here that day, and laying by sleep enough for the route between Wheeling and Cumberland, we took an early start the next morning, and passed over the Alleghanies during the succeeding night. We travelled some fifty miles or upwards on the ridge of that mountain, which is four thousand feet above the ocean, and on one point it is nearly, if not quite, five thousand feet in height. It was extremely cold, and the snow was several inches in depth. The cracks in the doors and windows of the stage, admitted the piercing cold more freely than we could have wished. We were nine in number, and were quite incommoded and uncomfortably stowed away. The stage driver insisted on stopping at every tavern, that we passed, almost, during the night, and the tavern keepers themselves were quite importunate, and strove to induce us to stop and warm ourselves by their large coal fires in their bar-rooms.

These arts of stage drivers and tavern keepers combined, detained us so long, notwithstanding all our exertions to prevent it, that they produced the effect which it was intended to produce: we arrived at Cumberland, in Maryland, about two hours too late for the cars that day, and so we were detained at that town until next morning. If the tavern keepers at Wheeling and Cumberland could be believed, though we had our doubts, they were excessively offended at all who were concerned in delaying us on our route, viz.: the stage agent at Wheeling, and the drivers and tavern keepers on the mountain, from the top of Laurel Hill, to Frostburgh inclusive. On the last day of December, 1843, we left Cumberland early in the morning, and in ten hours we were safely landed in Baltimore, passing over one hundred and eighty miles of rail-road in that period of time. For such a distance, of continuous rail-road, this is a most excellent road, and the ride is a very pleasant one. Our stoppages were neither numerous nor did we tarry long at any one place. At Harper’s Ferry we stopped to dine, but prefering to take our refreshment in the cars, we were gratified in that way, thereby saving one-half the expense and one-half the usual time of tarrying here to take a regular dinner. The towns through which we passed, between Cumberland and Baltimore, are small ones, but are improving in appearance. In Baltimore I stopped at Bradshaw’s, near the depot, and there found a good, comfortable room, a good bed, and good breakfast for one dollar. Leaving Baltimore in the cars at 8 o’clock, A. M., we reached Washington city, at 10 o’clock, in the morning, on New Year’s day. I had expected to have seen, at least, one hundred thousand people in Pennsylvania Avenue, on New Year’s day, as I saw, on that day fourteen years before. Now, I saw no crowd, no bustle, and heard no noise, and saw no stir. There was, however, as I learned at supper from some clerks who boarded where I put up, a levee of clerks and officers, who were dependants on the heads of Departments, and they called it “a crowd” of officers and office seekers? The nation had increased in numbers, greatly, since 1830, but only one thousand officers attended at the White house that day, whereas one hundred thousand people thronged the Avenue fourteen years before! Such was my impression from what I saw and heard that day. The change was striking, and told the different feelings of the people towards the Captain, from those formerly evinced towards the old General. I leave it to the reader to decide on the cause, but the fact made an impression at the time, and forced the comparison on my own mind, on the first day of the year 1844. Both days, that is, the first day of January 1830, and New Year’s day 1844, were equally fair, and the Avenue was now in a better condition than formerly, made so, at a large expense, by the nation. The officers of the government had doubled in numbers around the Chief Magistrate, but THE PEOPLE were not here now.

I had been absent from the city ever since early in August 1832, and it had undergone a change in its exterior appearance, in the mean time, of some magnitude. Its vacant lots had been built on, in many places; old buildings had been removed, and new ones, many of them large and elegant ones, had been erected in their stead. The improvements about the public buildings: the Capitol, the War office, the President’s house, &c., were considerable, and had cost the nation large sums of money. Besides these improvements, a new building of large dimensions had been built instead of the old Post Office, that fire had destroyed, since I had been here. A new Patent Office, of dimensions quite too large for any use to which the nation ought to devote it, had been built. The structure of this building seemed to me, to be such, that it will fall down in a few years. A new Treasury Office of vast dimensions, had also been built, since I had visited the city. Washington had now assumed more of a city-like aspect, instead of its old one, of a long straggling village. More churches had been built, in various parts of the city, and no disgusting sights of beggars and prostitutes met the eye. These circumstances added much to my satisfaction on my first day’s visit to the seat of Government. I met and shook hands with many old friends, residing either here or in Georgetown. Washington no longer presents the outside of vice, and that circumstance speaks highly of those, who have so zealously laboured to improve the morals, and mend the hearts, of the great mass of the citizens. Their labors must have been great, otherwise such success would not have followed their works.

I attended, afterwards, divine service in several of their churches in the city, and once in the Episcopal church, with General Archibald Henderson’s family, at the Navy Yard, but I always found good preaching, and orderly, and even devout congregations attending church. In the streets of the city, I have never seen an intoxicated person, whereas, twelve years since, I have seen fifty such sights in a day. Many of them were Members of Congress! During this long visit of several months, constantly visiting all the public places, I have not seen one Member of Congress, either intoxicated or in any wise misbehaving himself, on any occasion.

There may be vice here, but it no longer exhibits its disgusting front in public, and I have not sought for it, nor wished to find it. It is true, the passengers see signs in several places on the Avenue, with the words “BILLIARDS,” or “BILLIARD SALOON,” printed on them, but otherwise, the stranger would not know without inquiry, where the gamblers resort for gaining what they call an “honest livelihood.” The reflections I drew from such premises, assure me of an improved state of morals, in the nation itself, in many respects. We may hope that moral feelings and moral principles, will one day govern this great Republic, through its representatives, in our legislative assemblies.
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