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“The Horses of Saddlers Ranch: Cloud by Alison Bellringer is a young adult fiction novella that immediately immerses readers in its central conflict. The story opens with a vivid scene that sets the stage: a man struggling with a horse, met with disdain from a young girl who insists,”That kind of behavior is exactly why we can’t keep it! I need a reliable horse whom I can depend on at all times.” This initial moment of frustration and misunderstanding establishes the central theme of the novella. The book challenges the notion of a “reliable” horse by introducing Cloud, a beautiful gelding whose unruly behavior leads to him being deemed a “beast”. This compelling narrative explores the patience and empathy required to form a genuine connection with an animal. It’s a tale that delves into the deeper side of horsemanship, moving beyond simple riding to examine the communication and trust that build a true partnership. Readers who have a passion for horses will be drawn into this story, as it promises to show that some of the most rewarding bonds are not always the easiest to form. It’s a heartfelt and memorable story about seeing the potential in a misunderstood animal and the transformative power of a little bit of trust.”


– FALCON REVIEW by Printed Word Reviews, 2025


“The Horses of Saddlers Ranch: Cloud is an exciting horse adventure that will captivate young kids’ attention from the first page. Join best friends Lexie, Tilly, and Coral as they spend every spare moment riding at Coral’s dad’s beautiful cattle ranch… Together they share trail rides, laughter, and plenty of ranch chores. When a mysterious new horse named Cloud arrives, one mistake sets off a chain of events that will test their friendship. Alison Bellringer’s book reminded me of the Heartland book series my daughter loved growing up. Creating three wonderful characters that girls can look up to, learn from, and connect with. It’s a fun and wholesome horse story featuring both geldings and fillies, and it gives readers a glimpse into life on a large cattle ranch in Kentucky. Growing up on a cattle ranch myself, I know firsthand the hard work it takes to keep things running. I loved how Bellringer weaves this into the story… When mistakes are made, this book doesn’t sugarcoat the consequences, whether it’s losing a chance to ride or risking the danger of falling off a horse… I loved getting to know Lexie, Tilly, and Coral, and I felt like I was right there with them. Smelling the hay, the leather of the saddles, and brushing down the horses after a long ride. Young readers will connect with the girls’ friendship, their love for animals, and the challenges they face. The story shows that making mistakes, learning from them, and growing stronger together is a valuable lesson for every young rider. I highly recommend Alison Bellringer’s The Horses of Saddlers Ranch: Cloud to any young reader who loves horses, adventure, and friendship stories. It kept me smiling, laughing, and cheering until the very end. I can’t wait to see what happens next at Saddlers Ranch!”


– Shawna Thompson: Reader Views, 2025


“The latest in a long line of animal-themed stories from author Alison Bellringer, Cloud is the first book in a new series that centers around the unique relationships between young people and horses. When spoiled Caitlyn Delaney decides she doesn’t like her newest show horse, Cloud, she dumps him at the Johnsons’ ranch. Coral, Lexie, and Tilly are thrilled to be spending their holiday getting to know the beautiful new horse, even if they know he’ll soon need to be sold on… Coral, Lexie, and Tilly, although all very different in personality, are exemplary role models for young readers—conscientious, hardworking, and ready to learn from their mistakes. The story is filled with rich details about the horses, life on the ranch, and the work involved in caring for working animals, making it perfect for instilling ideas about responsibility and community while simultaneously feeding readers’ love for horses. For readers who love horses or just those who love a good school-holiday story, Cloud and the rest of the Saddlers Ranch series are sure to become fast favorites.”


– The Children’s Book Review, 2025


“The Horses of Saddlers Ranch: Cloud (Book One) opens a gentle, realistic middle-grade series set on a Kentucky cattle ranch. Fifteen-year-old Coral Johnson and her two close friends, Tilly Carpenter and Lexie Howard, begin their school-holiday visit expecting an easy week of chores and laughter. Instead, they witness the arrival of a frightened gray Arabian gelding named Cloud—an unwanted show horse delivered to the ranch after his former owner gives him up… Bellringer’s strength lies in her straightforward storytelling. She writes clear scenes of ranch life—dusty yards, stalls being swept, the clatter of supper in the Johnson kitchen—and lets character emerge through dialogue. Coral’s calm curiosity balances Tilly’s daring and Lexie’s caution. Their friendship feels genuine and good-humored, marked by small quarrels and quick forgiveness… By the final pages, the story folds back into calm after the week’s chaos. Cloud has found his footing and, with a new owner waiting, his place in the world feels secure. Yet Bellringer doesn’t end on farewell alone. As Cloud’s story draws to a close, Bellringer leaves readers with the sense that life on the ranch is far from finished. The final chapter hints at new arrivals and fresh challenges ahead, offering a quiet promise that Saddlers Ranch will continue to test both patience and compassion. It’s a graceful ending that widens the series’ horizon—closing one story while opening the gate to many more. Cloud (Book One) will resonate most with readers aged nine to thirteen who are drawn to animal-centered fiction grounded in realism rather than fantasy. It’s ideal for horse enthusiasts who enjoy the detail of grooming, feeding, and ranch work, as well as for parents and teachers seeking stories that model empathy, responsibility, and the consequences of impulsive choices. Fans of series such as Heartland, Canterwood Crest, or Chestnut Hill will recognize the same mix of friendship, moral lessons, and equine adventure told with warmth and restraint. A warm, sincere story about friendship, rules, and everyday ranch life. Bellringer avoids sentimentality and writes from a practical, compassionate viewpoint that young readers will understand. The result is a calm, rewarding opening to a new horse-centered series.”


– BookViral Reviews, 2025


“The Horses of Saddlers Ranch: Cloud is a heartfelt and beautifully written story about friendship, trust, and the quiet lessons that come from caring for animals. Set on a working ranch in Kentucky, it follows three best friends, Coral, Tilly, and Lexie, who spend their school break surrounded by horses and endless chores. When a spoiled show rider named Caitlyn abandons her gray Arabian gelding, Cloud, at the ranch, the girls find themselves drawn to the anxious horse and determined to help him settle in. What begins as an ordinary holiday quickly turns into an unforgettable experience filled with challenges, laughter, and self-discovery. Even when mistakes are made, there is always a sense of forgiveness and growth. Tilly’s mishap with Cloud brings home one of the book’s key messages: that respect, patience, and empathy are essential when working with animals. Alison Bellringer has a gift for writing stories that feel both real and comforting. The friendship between Coral, Tilly, and Lexie is genuine, with each girl’s personality shining through: Coral’s quiet sensitivity, Tilly’s impulsive energy, and Lexie’s level-headed calm. Through their adventures, the author captures the rhythm of ranch life and the bond that grows when trust is earned slowly and honestly. The story moves at a gentle pace, blending humor and emotion while showing the girls’ growing understanding of responsibility and compassion. Bellringer’s writing is clear and sincere, her love for animals evident on every page. The Horses of Saddlers Ranch: Cloud is a wholesome, uplifting read that will appeal to young readers and horse lovers alike; a reminder that kindness and care can heal even the deepest fears.”


– Paul Zietsman: Readers’ Favorite (5 stars), 2025
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Dedication


 For those who long for a horse to call their own!
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“How much longer do you think we’ll have to wait?” Tilly Carpenter asked rather questioningly, with her fingers crossed and some degree of impatience.


She had never been any good at waiting around for something to happen! But this was one thing that no one was able to speed up; it would simply happen when Brownie was ready, and not before… no matter what Tilly did in the poor attempt to hurry things along.


“I’m not sure.” Coral Johnson shrugged in answer. “But Dad thinks it will be soon. Maybe one or two more days?”


“At least we’re on spring break so it doesn’t really matter.” Tilly sighed in exasperation. “We’re going to be here at Saddlers Ranch as much as we can until then. Right, Lexie?”


“Absolutely!” Lexie Howard nodded in avid agreement. “And afterward too, don’t forget.”


“Of course.” Tilly seemed almost affronted by the suggestion that she might not have remembered. “How could I forget! Brownie’s standing right in front of us, and she’s grown so much that it looks like she really did swallow another horse!”


“Mares always have protruding bellies when they’re in foal,” Coral explained, chuckling slightly.


“Yes, I know. But not that much, surely?” Tilly stuttered. “She’s huge!”


“The sire was a big horse too, so maybe the foal’s going to be more like him.” Coral merely shrugged again.


“I suppose so,” Tilly hesitantly agreed, even though she wasn’t quite convinced and kept glancing suspiciously at the bay mare, as if that might change her opinion or something.


“Don’t you care what the foal is like?” Lexie asked, surprised by her friend’s almost candid replies to all their comments. “You don’t sound very excited that Saddlers Ranch is starting to breed horses again, as well as taking care of the usual herd of cattle.”


“Well, yeah. But it’s better not to get too attached all at once,” Coral stated, trying to remain indifferent, even though it was becoming harder by the minute.


“Why?” Tilly wondered, rather puzzled by the thought.


“We had to pay a hefty fee for the stallion to come, so we’re probably going to sell the foal as soon as its weaned,” Coral went on, clarifying her meaning. “Since the twin mares took quite a dislike to the other horse for some reason, only Brownie successfully got in foal, which makes the sale even more important. I think Mom and Dad were hoping for a few more, but at least Brownie is a really good mare to breed from.”


“Oh, that makes more sense now.” Tilly nodded in understanding.


“Couldn’t you just keep the foal to work on the ranch?” Lexie wondered.


“That would take a lot of extra time and money.” Coral shook her head sadly. “Maybe one day. But I doubt Saddlers Ranch is going to keep Brownie’s foal for long, unfortunately.”


“That’s a shame,” Lexie murmured. “It would have been so cool to have a foal on the ranch permanently.”


“It’ll still be a few months until its properly weaned though,” Coral pointed out.


“That will be fun!” Tilly declared. “I just hope Brownie doesn’t wait until after we’re back at school before she gives birth!”


“I don’t think it will be that long, Tilly.” Coral laughed at her almost vehement-sounding words. “The foal will be here before you know it.”


“Speaking of things happening before you know it… can you believe it’s our final year at Rushwater Academy?” Lexie announced.


The three of them attended the same high school in the nearest town to Saddlers Ranch and had become instant friends through their mutual love of horses. The now eighteen-year-olds had quickly become practically inseparable, even though Coral was the only one of them to actually live on a ranch. Tilly and Lexie lived in Rushwater but visited the Johnson’s place as often as they could manage! Or more accurately, how often their parents could cope with the long drive in and out of town, fitting the endless traveling in between their busy work schedules. The girls each had their own driver’s license, but didn’t yet own vehicles, so were still dependent on their parents or someone else being able to drop them off or pick them up from the ranch. The Howards and Carpenters often took turns so that Tilly and Lexie could share transport, but it didn’t always work out that way every time.
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