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Safety Begins at Home


It’s said that most accidents occur in the home. That’s true for pets as well. With their innate curiosity, desire to test everything for edibility, and super sense of smell, dogs fall prey to household accidents every day. They snarf up snail bait, gnaw on electrical cords, drink out of the toilet, eat socks and dish towels, and the list goes on.


Some dogs survive these incidents unscathed; others get an upset tummy. But occasionally a dog’s exploratory forays result in much more serious consequences, from expensive emergency surgery to, sadly, death by electrocution, poisoning, or intestinal obstruction. With a little preparation, however, you can keep your dog—and your home and belongings—safe.


Dog proof your home before you bring home that new puppy or shelter adoptee, and you’ll have fewer destructive incidents. It's never too late to start.
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Start by getting down on your hands and knees. You want to look at every aspect of your house from a dog’s-eye view. Think like a dog. Don’t the cords underneath the desk look chewable? The cord hanging down from the mini blinds would be awfully fun to grab onto and pull. And if you paw at it enough, that bathroom cabinet door opens right up.


Once you’ve identified the dangers, you can put hazardous items and things you don’t want broken or destroyed out of your dog’s reach, make them unpalatable, or block them from her attentions. Here are some tips:
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• Place trash up high—on top of the refrigerator or behind a latched cabinet.


• Put child locks on cabinets containing food, medications, or toxic substances such as cleansers or poisons.


• Use a spray-on unpalatable substance to prevent chewing on furniture (test it first to make sure it doesn’t discolor anything).


• Put up baby gates to block access to forbidden areas.
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