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LETTER FROM THE PBS


Congratulations to Richard Scott for receiving the Choice selection for his second collection, That Broke into Shining Crystals. I hope these Spring Recommendations will introduce some new poets and publishers to you. Beyond Richard Scott, we have four debut collections in our selections: Desree, Dane Holt and Charles Lang alongside Oluwaseun Olayiwola, our Special Commendation. If these poets are new to you, I hope you enjoy the samples of their work and are tempted to check out their collections!


Interestingly to me, many of the selected poets are alumni of fellowships, scholarships or initiatives to promote art. While we sit back and read the best poetry that UK and Irish publishers have to offer, it’s worth considering how these amazing writers have honed their craft. There is a whole world out there of writer development and support, helping tomorrow’s prize-winners and bestsellers on their journey to become critically acclaimed writers and artists. It’s really wonderful to see our PBS recommended poets having come through these processes, which are extremely competitive to be accepted on to in the first place. (Full disclosure, when wearing another hat I am the Chair of a writer development organisation, the brilliant Writing Squad, so I have a strong interest in how writers become writers!). I would like to propose a toast to the unsung leaders of artist development programmes, from high profile scholarships to community writing groups, who help make the literature environment we inhabit so vibrant and diverse.


We’ll be celebrating our PBS Spring Selections here in Newcastle on the 27th February with an event at Newcastle University featuring Oluwaseun Olayiwola and our new selector Yomi Ṣode – do come along if you can! And don’t forget we have our quarterly podcast in partnership with Arji’s Poetry Pickle Jar, an in-depth conversation with each season’s Choice poet (scan the QR code below to listen).


We would really like to hear from you and have included a paper questionnaire in this Bulletin for those who are unable to access the internet. If you haven’t completed the questionnaire online already, please do complete and return the paper copy to our address (listed adjacent). We would love to know more about you, our valued members, and what we can do to improve our offer to you.


SOPHIE O’NEILL


PBS & INPRESS DIRECTOR
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THE 2025 SELECTORS


Meet the team of expert poet-selectors who curate the quarterly PBS selections for you....
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“I hope you journey with these books. Each of them unlocks new understanding to existing themes with care, humour and lived experience.”


YOMI ṢODE
BOOK SELECTOR


Yomi Ṣode is a Nigerian British writer. His debut Manorism (Penguin, 2022) was adapted for stage at the Southbank Centre. He was shortlisted for the Rathbones Folio Prize 2023, the T.S. Eliot Prize 2022, the Brunel International African Poetry Prize 2021 and received the 2019 Jerwood Compton Poetry Fellowship. His acclaimed one-man show COAT toured nationally to sold-out audiences. In 2020 his libretto Remnants, performed with Chineke! Orchestra, premiered on BBC Radio 3. In 2021, his play, and breathe… premiered at the Almeida Theatre. Yomi is a Complete Works alumnus, a member of Malika’s Poetry Kitchen and founder of BoxedIN, First Five, The Daddy Diaries and 12 in 12.


“What better way to celebrate seasonal rebirth and symbolic renewal than with the Spring 2025 Poetry Book Society Selections – in each of them I know you’ll find a brilliant light to banish any of winter’s lingering dark crevices.”
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VICTORIA KENNEFICK
BOOK SELECTOR


Victoria Kennefick grew up in Cork and lives in Kerry. Her debut Eat or We Both Starve (Carcanet Press, 2021) won the Seamus Heaney First Collection Poetry Prize and the Dalkey Book Festival Emerging Writer of the Year Award. It was shortlisted for the T.S. Eliot Prize, the Costa Poetry Book Award, Derek Walcott Prize for Poetry, and the Butler Literary Prize. She was the UCD/Arts Council of Ireland Writer-in-Residence 2023 and Poet-in-Residence at the Yeats Society Sligo 2022-24. Her poems appeared in Poetry Magazine, PN Review, The Poetry Review, Poetry London, The Stinging Fly, and more.
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Leaping up into an aria. A little changeling boy, angelic even, his
mouth opens onto cloud colours: translucent, spheric, cosmic.

*

—Richard Scott

FOUNDED BY T.S. ELIOT 19563
SPRING 2025 NO. 284






