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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Lukas Graham is a Danish pop and soul band. It consists of lead vocalist Lukas Forchhammer, drummer Mark Falgren, and bassist Magnus Larsson. The band released their first album, Lukas Graham, with labels Copenhagen Records and Then We Take the World in 2012. The album peaked at number one on the Danish charts. Their second album was released in 2015 and earned international attention with singles like "Mama Said" and "7 Years", the latter of which peaked at number two on the Billboard Hot 100 list (among other countries' charts). The self-titled global debut album was officially released in the United States by Warner Bros. Records on 1 April 2016. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 94 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Overwatch is a team-based multiplayer online first-person shooter video game developed and published by Blizzard Entertainment. It was released in May 2016 for Windows, PlayStation 4, and Xbox One. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 252 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. The Walking Dead (also known as The Walking Dead: The Game and The Walking Dead: Season One) is an episodic interactive drama graphic adventure survival horror video game developed and published by Telltale Games. Based on The Walking Dead comic book series, the game consists of five episodes, released between April and November 2012. It is available for Android, iOS, Kindle Fire HDX, Microsoft Windows, Mac OS X, PlayStation 3, PlayStation Vita, Xbox 360, PlayStation 4 and Xbox One. The game is the first of The Walking Dead video game series published by Telltale. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 302 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. The eleventh season of Supernatural, an American fantasy horror television series created by Eric Kripke, premiered on October 7, 2015, on The CW and concluded on May 25, 2016. The season consisted of 23 episodes and aired on Wednesdays at 9:00 pm (ET). This is the fourth and final season with Jeremy Carver as showrunner. The season was released on DVD and Blu-ray in region 1 on September 6, 2016. The eleventh season had an average viewership of 1.78 million U.S. viewers. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 145 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. The fifth season of the fantasy drama television series Game of Thrones premiered on HBO on April 12, and concluded on June 14, 2015. It was broadcast on Sunday at 9:00 pm in the United States, consisting of 10 episodes, each running approximately 50–60 minutes. The season primarily adapts material from A Feast for Crows and A Dance with Dragons, the fourth and fifth novels in George R. R. Martin's A Song of Ice and Fire series, though it also uses elements from the third novel, A Storm of Swords, as well as the upcoming sixth novel The Winds of Winter. It also contains original content not found in Martin's novels. The series is adapted for television by David Benioff and D. B. Weiss. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 500 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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List of Game of Thrones episodes






Game of Thrones[image: External link] is an American fantasy drama television series created by David Benioff and D. B. Weiss. The series is based on the A Song of Ice and Fire novels by author George R. R. Martin. The series takes place on the fictional continents of Westeros and Essos and chronicles the power struggles among noble families as they fight for control of the Iron Throne of the Seven Kingdoms. The series starts when House Stark[image: External link], led by Lord Eddard "Ned" Stark (Sean Bean) is drawn into schemes against King Robert Baratheon (Mark Addy) when the Hand of the King Jon Arryn (Robert's chief advisor) dies mysteriously.[1]

The series premiered on April 17, 2011, on HBO[image: External link]. David Benioff and D. B. Weiss both serve as executive producers along with Carolyn Strauss, Frank Doelger, Bernadette Caulfield[image: External link] and George R. R. Martin.[2][3] Filming for the series has taken place in a number of locations, including Croatia, Northern Ireland, Iceland and Spain.[4][5][6] Episodes are broadcast on Sunday at 9:00 pm Eastern Time,[7][8] and the episodes for season one[image: External link] to six[image: External link] are between 50 and 69 minutes in length.[9] The first six seasons are available on DVD and Blu-ray.

As of June 26, 2016, 60 episodes of Game of Thrones have aired, concluding the sixth season. The series was renewed for a seventh season in April 2016,[10] which will consist of seven episodes and premiere on July 16, 2017.[11][12] The series will conclude with its eighth season, which will consist of six episodes.[13][14] The show's episodes have won a number of awards, including two Primetime Emmy Award for Outstanding Drama Series.[3]
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 Series overview






	Season
	Episodes
	Originally aired
	Avg. viewers

(millions)



	First aired
	Last aired



	
	1
	10
	April 17, 2011
	June 19, 2011
	2.52[15]



	
	2
	10
	April 1, 2012
	June 3, 2012
	3.80[15]



	
	3
	10
	March 31, 2013
	June 9, 2013
	4.97[16]



	
	4
	10
	April 6, 2014
	June 15, 2014
	6.84[17]



	
	5
	10
	April 12, 2015
	June 14, 2015
	6.88[18]



	
	6
	10
	April 24, 2016
	June 26, 2016
	7.69[19]



	
	7
	7[11]
	July 16, 2017[12]
	August 27, 2017[20]
	TBA
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 Episodes
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 Season 1 (2011)




Main article: Game of Thrones (season 1)[image: External link]




	No.

overall
	No. in

season
	Title
	Directed by
	Written by
	Original air date
	U.S. viewers

(millions)



	1
	1
	"Winter Is Coming"
	Tim Van Patten
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	April 17, 2011
	2.22[21]



	2
	2
	"The Kingsroad"
	Tim Van Patten
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	April 24, 2011
	2.20[22]



	3
	3
	"Lord Snow"
	Brian Kirk
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	May 1, 2011
	2.44[23]



	4
	4
	"Cripples, Bastards, and Broken Things"
	Brian Kirk
	Bryan Cogman
	May 8, 2011
	2.45[24]



	5
	5
	"The Wolf and the Lion"
	Brian Kirk
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	May 15, 2011
	2.58[25]



	6
	6
	"A Golden Crown"
	Daniel Minahan
	Story by : David Benioff & D. B. Weiss

Teleplay by : Jane Espenson and David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	May 22, 2011
	2.44[26]



	7
	7
	"You Win or You Die"
	Daniel Minahan
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	May 29, 2011
	2.40[27]



	8
	8
	"The Pointy End"
	Daniel Minahan
	George R. R. Martin
	June 5, 2011
	2.72[28]



	9
	9
	"Baelor"
	Alan Taylor
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	June 12, 2011
	2.66[29]



	10
	10
	"Fire and Blood"
	Alan Taylor
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	June 19, 2011
	3.04[30]
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 Season 2 (2012)




Main article: Game of Thrones (season 2)[image: External link]




	No.

overall
	No. in

season
	Title
	Directed by
	Written by
	Original air date
	U.S. viewers

(millions)



	11
	1
	"The North Remembers"
	Alan Taylor
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	April 1, 2012
	3.86[31]



	12
	2
	"The Night Lands"
	Alan Taylor
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	April 8, 2012
	3.76[32]



	13
	3
	"What Is Dead May Never Die"
	Alik Sakharov
	Bryan Cogman
	April 15, 2012
	3.77[33]



	14
	4
	"Garden of Bones"
	David Petrarca
	Vanessa Taylor[image: External link]
	April 22, 2012
	3.65[34]



	15
	5
	"The Ghost of Harrenhal"
	David Petrarca
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	April 29, 2012
	3.90[35]



	16
	6
	"The Old Gods and the New"
	David Nutter
	Vanessa Taylor
	May 6, 2012
	3.88[36]



	17
	7
	"A Man Without Honor"
	David Nutter
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	May 13, 2012
	3.69[37]



	18
	8
	"The Prince of Winterfell"
	Alan Taylor
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	May 20, 2012
	3.86[38]



	19
	9
	"Blackwater"
	Neil Marshall
	George R. R. Martin
	May 27, 2012
	3.38[39]



	20
	10
	"Valar Morghulis"
	Alan Taylor
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	June 3, 2012
	4.20[40]
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 Season 3 (2013)




Main article: Game of Thrones (season 3)[image: External link]




	No.

overall
	No. in

season
	Title
	Directed by
	Written by
	Original air date
	U.S. viewers

(millions)



	21
	1
	"Valar Dohaeris"
	Daniel Minahan
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	March 31, 2013
	4.37[41]



	22
	2
	"Dark Wings, Dark Words"
	Daniel Minahan
	Vanessa Taylor[image: External link]
	April 7, 2013
	4.27[42]



	23
	3
	"Walk of Punishment"
	David Benioff
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	April 14, 2013
	4.72[43]



	24
	4
	"And Now His Watch Is Ended"
	Alex Graves
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	April 21, 2013
	4.87[44]



	25
	5
	"Kissed by Fire"
	Alex Graves
	Bryan Cogman
	April 28, 2013
	5.35[45]



	26
	6
	"The Climb"
	Alik Sakharov
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	May 5, 2013
	5.50[46]



	27
	7
	"The Bear and the Maiden Fair"
	Michelle MacLaren
	George R. R. Martin
	May 12, 2013
	4.84[47]



	28
	8
	"Second Sons"
	Michelle MacLaren
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	May 19, 2013
	5.13[48]



	29
	9
	"The Rains of Castamere"
	David Nutter
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	June 2, 2013
	5.22[49]



	30
	10
	"Mhysa"
	David Nutter
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	June 9, 2013
	5.39[50]
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 Season 4 (2014)




Main article: Game of Thrones (season 4)[image: External link]




	No.

overall
	No. in

season
	Title
	Directed by
	Written by
	Original air date
	U.S. viewers

(millions)



	31
	1
	"Two Swords"
	D. B. Weiss
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	April 6, 2014
	6.64[51]



	32
	2
	"The Lion and the Rose"
	Alex Graves
	George R. R. Martin
	April 13, 2014
	6.31[52]



	33
	3
	"Breaker of Chains"
	Alex Graves
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	April 20, 2014
	6.59[53]



	34
	4
	"Oathkeeper"
	Michelle MacLaren
	Bryan Cogman
	April 27, 2014
	6.95[54]



	35
	5
	"First of His Name"
	Michelle MacLaren
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	May 4, 2014
	7.16[55]



	36
	6
	"The Laws of Gods and Men"
	Alik Sakharov
	Bryan Cogman
	May 11, 2014
	6.40[56]



	37
	7
	"Mockingbird"
	Alik Sakharov
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	May 18, 2014
	7.20[57]



	38
	8
	"The Mountain and the Viper"
	Alex Graves
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	June 1, 2014
	7.17[58]



	39
	9
	"The Watchers on the Wall"
	Neil Marshall
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	June 8, 2014
	6.95[59]



	40
	10
	"The Children"
	Alex Graves
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	June 15, 2014
	7.09[60]
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 Season 5 (2015)




Main article: Game of Thrones (season 5)[image: External link]




	No.

overall
	No. in

season
	Title
	Directed by
	Written by
	Original air date
	U.S. viewers

(millions)



	41
	1
	"The Wars to Come"
	Michael Slovis
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	April 12, 2015
	8.00[61]



	42
	2
	"The House of Black and White"
	Michael Slovis
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	April 19, 2015
	6.81[62]



	43
	3
	"High Sparrow"
	Mark Mylod[image: External link]
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	April 26, 2015
	6.71[63]



	44
	4
	"Sons of the Harpy"
	Mark Mylod
	Dave Hill
	May 3, 2015
	6.82[64]



	45
	5
	"Kill the Boy"
	Jeremy Podeswa
	Bryan Cogman
	May 10, 2015
	6.56[65]



	46
	6
	"Unbowed, Unbent, Unbroken"
	Jeremy Podeswa
	Bryan Cogman
	May 17, 2015
	6.24[66]



	47
	7
	"The Gift"
	Miguel Sapochnik
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	May 24, 2015
	5.40[67]



	48
	8
	"Hardhome"
	Miguel Sapochnik
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	May 31, 2015
	7.01[68]



	49
	9
	"The Dance of Dragons"
	David Nutter
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	June 7, 2015
	7.14[69]



	50
	10
	"Mother's Mercy"
	David Nutter
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	June 14, 2015
	8.11[70]
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 Season 6 (2016)




Main article: Game of Thrones (season 6)[image: External link]




	No.

overall
	No. in

season
	Title
	Directed by
	Written by
	Original air date
	U.S. viewers

(millions)



	51
	1
	"The Red Woman"
	Jeremy Podeswa
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	April 24, 2016
	7.94[71]



	52
	2
	"Home"
	Jeremy Podeswa
	Dave Hill
	May 1, 2016
	7.29[72]



	53
	3
	"Oathbreaker"
	Daniel Sackheim
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	May 8, 2016
	7.28[73]



	54
	4
	"Book of the Stranger"
	Daniel Sackheim
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	May 15, 2016
	7.82[74]



	55
	5
	"The Door"
	Jack Bender
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	May 22, 2016
	7.89[75]



	56
	6
	"Blood of My Blood"
	Jack Bender
	Bryan Cogman
	May 29, 2016
	6.71[76]



	57
	7
	"The Broken Man"
	Mark Mylod[image: External link]
	Bryan Cogman
	June 5, 2016
	7.80[77]



	58
	8
	"No One"
	Mark Mylod
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	June 12, 2016
	7.60[78]



	59
	9
	"Battle of the Bastards"
	Miguel Sapochnik
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	June 19, 2016
	7.66[79]



	60
	10
	"The Winds of Winter"
	Miguel Sapochnik
	David Benioff & D. B. Weiss
	June 26, 2016
	8.89[80]





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Season 7




Main article: Game of Thrones (season 7)




	No.

overall
	No. in

season
	Title
	Directed by [81]
	Written by
	Original air date [20]
	U.S. viewers

(millions)



	61
	1
	TBA
	Jeremy Podeswa
	TBA
	July 16, 2017
	TBD



	62
	2
	TBA
	Mark Mylod[image: External link]
	TBA
	July 23, 2017
	TBD



	63
	3
	TBA
	Mark Mylod
	TBA
	July 30, 2017
	TBD



	64
	4
	TBA
	Matt Shakman
	TBA
	August 6, 2017
	TBD



	65
	5
	TBA
	Matt Shakman
	TBA
	August 13, 2017
	TBD



	66
	6
	TBA
	Alan Taylor
	TBA
	August 20, 2017
	TBD



	67
	7
	TBA
	Jeremy Podeswa
	TBA
	August 27, 2017
	TBD
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 Home media releases






	Season
	Episodes
	DVD[image: External link] and Blu-ray release date



	Region 1
	Region 2
	Region 4



	
	1
	10
	March 6, 2012[82]
	March 5, 2012[83]
	August 10, 2012[84]



	
	2
	10
	February 19, 2013[85]
	March 4, 2013[86]
	March 6, 2013[87]



	
	3
	10
	February 18, 2014[88]
	February 17, 2014[89]
	February 19, 2014[90]



	
	4
	10
	February 17, 2015[91]
	February 16, 2015[92]
	February 18, 2015[93]



	
	5
	10
	March 15, 2016[94]
	March 14, 2016[95]
	March 16, 2016[96]



	
	6
	10
	November 15, 2016[97]
	November 14, 2016[98]
	November 16, 2016[99]
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 Ratings









	
Game of Thrones: U.S. viewers per episode (millions)



	Season
	Ep. 1
	Ep. 2
	Ep. 3
	Ep. 4
	Ep. 5
	Ep. 6
	Ep. 7
	Ep. 8
	Ep. 9
	Ep. 10
	Average



	
	1
	2.22
	2.20
	2.44
	2.45
	2.58
	2.44
	2.40
	2.72
	2.66
	3.04
	2.52[15]



	
	2
	3.86
	3.76
	3.77
	3.65
	3.90
	3.88
	3.69
	3.86
	3.38
	4.20
	3.80[15]



	
	3
	4.37
	4.27
	4.72
	4.87
	5.35
	5.50
	4.84
	5.13
	5.22
	5.39
	4.97[100]



	
	4
	6.64
	6.31
	6.59
	6.95
	7.16
	6.40
	7.20
	7.17
	6.95
	7.09
	6.84[101]



	
	5
	8.00
	6.81
	6.71
	6.82
	6.56
	6.24
	5.40
	7.01
	7.14
	8.11
	6.88[102]



	
	6
	7.94
	7.29
	7.28
	7.82
	7.89
	6.71
	7.80
	7.60
	7.66
	8.89
	7.69[103]
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Fantasy









This article is about the artistic genre. For other uses, see Fantasy (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Fantasy is a fiction[image: External link] genre[image: External link] set in an imaginary universe[image: External link], often but not always without any locations, events, or people from the real world. Its roots are in oral traditions, which then developed into literature[image: External link] and drama[image: External link]. From the twentieth century it has expanded further into various media, including, film, television, graphic novels, and video games.

Most fantasy uses magic[image: External link] or other supernatural[image: External link] elements as a main plot[image: External link] element, theme[image: External link], or setting[image: External link]. Magic and magical creatures[image: External link] are common in many of these imaginary worlds. Fantasy is a subgenre of speculative fiction[image: External link] and is distinguished from the genres of science fiction[image: External link] and horror[image: External link] by the absence of scientific or macabre themes respectively, though these genres overlap.

In popular culture[image: External link], the fantasy genre is predominantly of the medievalist[image: External link] form. In its broadest sense, however, fantasy comprises works by many writers, artists, filmmakers, and musicians from ancient myths[image: External link] and legends[image: External link] to many recent and popular works.

Fantasy is studied in a number of disciplines including English[image: External link] and other language studies, cultural studies[image: External link], comparative literature[image: External link], history[image: External link] and medieval studies[image: External link]. Work in this area ranges widely from the structuralist theory of Tzvetan Todorov[image: External link], which emphasizes the fantastic as a liminal space[image: External link], to work on the connections (political, historical and literary) between medievalism and popular culture.[1]
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The identifying trait of fantasy is the author's reliance on imagination to create narrative elements that do not have to rely on history or nature to be coherent.[2] This differs from realistic fiction in that whereas realistic fiction has to attend to the history and natural laws of reality, fantasy does not. An author applies his or her imagination to come up with characters, plots, and settings that are impossible in reality. Many fantasy authors use real-world folklore and mythology as inspiration;[3] and although for many the defining characteristic of the fantasy genre is the inclusion of supernatural elements, such as magic[image: External link],[4] this does not have to be the case. For instance, a narrative that takes place in an imagined town in the northeastern United States could be considered realistic fiction as long as the plot and characters are consistent with the history of region and the natural characteristics that someone who has been to the northeastern United States expects; when, however, the narrative takes place in an imagined town, on an imagined continent, with an imagined history and an imagined ecosystem, the work becomes fantasy with or without supernatural elements.

Fantasy has often been compared with science fiction[image: External link] and horror[image: External link] because they are the major categories of speculative fiction[image: External link]. Fantasy is distinguished from science fiction by the plausibility of the narrative elements. A science fiction narrative is unlikely, though seeming possible through logical scientific or technological extrapolation, whereas fantasy narratives do not need to be scientifically possible.[5] The imagined elements of fantasy do not need a scientific explanation to be narratively functional. Authors have to rely on the readers' suspension of disbelief[image: External link], an acceptance of the unbelievable or impossible for the sake of enjoyment, in order to write effective fantasies. Despite both genres' heavy reliance on the supernatural, fantasy and horror are distinguishable. Horror primarily evokes fear through the protagonists' weaknesses or inability to deal with the antagonists.[6]
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 History




Further information: History of fantasy[image: External link] and Sources of fantasy[image: External link]


Elements of the supernatural and the fantastic were an element of literature from its beginning.

There are many works where the boundary between fantasy and other works is not clear; the question of whether the writers believed in the possibilities of the marvels in A Midsummer Night's Dream[image: External link] or Sir Gawain and the Green Knight[image: External link] makes it difficult to distinguish when fantasy, in its modern sense, first began.[7]

Although pre-dated by John Ruskin[image: External link]'s The King of the Golden River[image: External link] (1841), the history of modern fantasy literature is usually said to begin with George MacDonald[image: External link], the Scottish author of such novels as The Princess and the Goblin[image: External link] and Phantastes[image: External link] (1858), the latter of which is widely considered to be the first fantasy novel ever written for adults. MacDonald was a major influence on both J. R. R. Tolkien[image: External link] and C. S. Lewis[image: External link]. The other major fantasy author of this era was William Morris[image: External link], a popular English poet who wrote several novels in the latter part of the century, including The Well at the World's End[image: External link].

Despite MacDonald's future influence with At the Back of the North Wind[image: External link] (1871), Morris's popularity with his contemporaries, and H. G. Wells[image: External link]'s The Wonderful Visit[image: External link] (1895), it was not until the 20th century that fantasy fiction began to reach a large audience. Lord Dunsany[image: External link] established the genre's popularity in both the novel and the short story form. Many popular mainstream authors also began to write fantasy at this time, including H. Rider Haggard[image: External link], Rudyard Kipling[image: External link], and Edgar Rice Burroughs[image: External link]. These authors, along with Abraham Merritt[image: External link], established what was known as the "lost world" subgenre, which was the most popular form of fantasy in the early decades of the 20th century, although several classic children's fantasies, such as Peter Pan[image: External link] and The Wonderful Wizard of Oz[image: External link], were also published around this time.

Indeed, juvenile fantasy[image: External link] was considered more acceptable than fantasy intended for adults, with the effect that writers who wished to write fantasy had to fit their work in a work for children.[8] Nathaniel Hawthorne[image: External link] wrote fantasy in A Wonder-Book for Girls and Boys[image: External link], intended for children,[9] though works for adults only verged on fantasy. For many years, this and successes such as Alice's Adventures in Wonderland[image: External link] (1865), created the circular effect that all fantasy works, even the later The Lord of the Rings[image: External link], were therefore classified as children's literature.

Political and social trends can affect a society's reception towards fantasy. In the early 20th century, the New Culture Movement[image: External link]'s enthusiasm for Westernization and science in China compelled them to condemn the fantastical shenmo[image: External link] genre of traditional Chinese literature. The spells and magical creatures of these novels were viewed as superstitious and backward, products of a feudal society hindering the modernization of China. Stories of the supernatural continued to be denounced once the Communists rose to power, and mainland China experienced a revival in fantasy only after the Cultural Revolution[image: External link] had ended.[10]

Fantasy was a staple genre of pulp magazines[image: External link] published in the West. In 1923, the first all-fantasy fiction magazine, Weird Tales[image: External link], was created. Many other similar magazines eventually followed, most noticeably The Magazine of Fantasy and Science Fiction[image: External link]. The pulp magazine format was at the height of its popularity at this time and was instrumental in bringing fantasy fiction to a wide audience in both the U.S. and Britain. Such magazines were also instrumental in the rise of science fiction, and it was at this time the two genres began to be associated with each other.

By 1950, "sword and sorcery[image: External link]" fiction had begun to find a wide audience, with the success of Robert E. Howard[image: External link]'s Conan the Barbarian[image: External link] and Fritz Leiber[image: External link]'s Fafhrd and the Gray Mouser[image: External link] stories.[11] However, it was the advent of high fantasy[image: External link], and most of all J. R. R. Tolkien's The Hobbit[image: External link] and The Lord of the Rings, which reached new heights of popularity in the late 1960s, that allowed fantasy to truly enter the mainstream.[12] Several other series, such as C. S. Lewis's Chronicles of Narnia[image: External link] and Ursula K. Le Guin[image: External link]'s Earthsea[image: External link] books, helped cement the genre's popularity.

The popularity of the fantasy genre has continued to increase in the 21st century, as evidenced by the best-selling status of J. K. Rowling[image: External link]'s Harry Potter[image: External link] series or of George R. R. Martin's Song of Ice and Fire sequence.
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Further information: Fantasy art[image: External link], Fantasy literature[image: External link], Fantasy film[image: External link], Fantasy television[image: External link], and Role-playing video game[image: External link]


Several fantasy film adaptations have achieved blockbuster status, most notably The Lord of the Rings film trilogy[image: External link] directed by Peter Jackson[image: External link], and the Harry Potter[image: External link] films, two of the highest-grossing film series[image: External link] in cinematic history. Meanwhile, David Benioff and D. B. Weiss would go on to produce the television drama series Game of Thrones[image: External link] for HBO[image: External link], which has gone on to achieve unprecedented success for the fantasy genre on television.

Fantasy role-playing games[image: External link] cross several different media. Dungeons & Dragons[image: External link] was the first tabletop role-playing game[image: External link] and remains the most successful and influential.[13][14] The science fantasy[image: External link] role-playing game series Final Fantasy[image: External link] has been an icon of the role-playing video game[image: External link] genre (as of 2012 still among the top ten best-selling video game franchises[image: External link]). The first collectible card game[image: External link], Magic: The Gathering[image: External link], has a fantasy theme and is similarly dominant in the industry.[15]
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See also: List of genres § Fantasy[image: External link]


Fantasy encompasses numerous subgenres[image: External link] characterized by particular themes or settings, or by an overlap with other literary genres or forms of speculative fiction. They include the following:



	
Bangsian fantasy[image: External link], interactions with famous historical figures in the afterlife, named for John Kendrick Bangs[image: External link]


	
Comic fantasy[image: External link], humorous in tone

	
Contemporary fantasy[image: External link], set in the real world but involving magic or other supernatural elements

	
Dark fantasy[image: External link], including elements of horror fiction[image: External link]


	
Epic fantasy[image: External link], see high fantasy below

	Fables[image: External link]

	
Fairy tales[image: External link] themselves, as well as fairytale fantasy[image: External link], which draws on fairy tale themes

	
Fantastic poetry[image: External link], poetry with a fantastic theme

	
Fantastique[image: External link], French literary genre involving supernatural elements

	
Fantasy of manners[image: External link], or mannerpunk, focusing on matters of social standing in the way of a comedy of manners[image: External link]


	
Gaslamp fantasy[image: External link], stories in a Victorian[image: External link] or Edwardian[image: External link] setting, influenced by gothic fiction[image: External link]


	
Gods and demons fiction[image: External link] (shenmo), involving the gods and monsters of Chinese mythology[image: External link]


	" Grimdark[image: External link]" fiction, a somewhat tongue-in-cheek label for fiction with an especially violent tone or dystopian[image: External link] themes

	
Hard fantasy[image: External link], whose supernatural aspects are intended to be internally consistent and explainable, named in analogy to hard science fiction[image: External link]


	
High fantasy[image: External link] or epic fantasy, characterized by a plot and themes of epic scale

	
Heroic fantasy[image: External link], concerned with the tales of heroes in imaginary lands

	
Historical fantasy[image: External link], historical fiction[image: External link] with fantasy elements

	
Juvenile fantasy[image: External link], children's literature[image: External link] with fantasy elements

	
Low fantasy[image: External link], characterized by few or non-intrusive supernatural elements, in contrast to high fantasy

	
Magic realism[image: External link], a genre of literary fiction[image: External link] incorporating minor supernatural elements

	
Magical girl[image: External link] fantasy, involving young girls with magical powers, mainly in Japanese anime[image: External link] and manga[image: External link]


	
Paranormal romance[image: External link], romantic fiction[image: External link] with fantasy elements

	
Romantic fantasy[image: External link], focusing on romantic relationships

	
Sword and sorcery[image: External link], adventures of sword-wielding heroes, generally more limited in scope than epic fantasy

	
Urban fantasy[image: External link], set in a city

	
Weird fiction[image: External link], a label for macabre and unsettling stories from before the terms "fantasy" and "horror" were widely used; see also the more modern forms of slipstream fiction[image: External link] and the New Weird[image: External link]


	
Wuxia[image: External link], Chinese martial arts fiction often incorporating fantasy elements
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 By the function of the fantastic in the narrative




In her 2008 book Rhetorics of Fantasy,[16] Farah Mendlesohn[image: External link] proposes the following taxonomy[image: External link] of fantasy, as "determined by the means by which the fantastic enters the narrated world",[17] while noting that there are fantasies that fit neither pattern:

In a "portal-quest fantasy" or "portal fantasy", a fantastical world is entered through a portal, behind which the fantastic elements of the story remain contained. These tend to be quest[image: External link]-type narratives, whose main challenge is navigating the fantastical world.[18] Well-known portal fantasies include C. S. Lewis's novel The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe[image: External link] (1950) and L. Frank Baum[image: External link]'s novel The Wonderful Wizard of Oz[image: External link] (1900).[19]

The "immersive fantasy" lets the reader perceive the fantastical world through the eyes and ears of the protagonist, without an explanatory narrative. The fictional world is seen as complete, and its fantastic elements are not questioned within the context of the story. If successfully done, this narrative mode "consciously negates the sense of wonder[image: External link]" often associated with speculative fiction. But, according to Mendlesohn, "a sufficiently effective immersive fantasy may be indistinguishable from science fiction" because, once assumed, the fantastic "acquires a scientific cohesion all of its own", which has led to disputes about how to classify novels such as Mary Gentle[image: External link]'s Ash[image: External link] (2000) and China Miéville[image: External link]'s Perdido Street Station[image: External link] (2000).[20]

In an "intrusion fantasy", the fantastic intrudes on reality (in contrast to portal fantasies, where the opposite happens), and the protagonists' engagement with that intrusion drives the story. Intrusion fantasies are normally realist[image: External link] in style, because they assume the normal world as their base, and rely heavily on explanation and description.[21] Immersive and portal fantasies may themselves host intrusions. Classic intrusion fantasies include Dracula[image: External link] by Bram Stoker[image: External link] (1897) and the works of H. P. Lovecraft[image: External link].[22]

"Liminal fantasy", finally, is a relatively rare mode where the fantastic enters a world that appears to be our own, but this is not perceived as intrusive but rather as normal by the protagonists, and this disconcerts and estranges[image: External link] the reader. Such fantasies adopt an ironic, blasé tone, as opposed to the straight-faced mimesis[image: External link] of most other fantasy.[23] Examples include Joan Aiken[image: External link]'s stories about the Armitage family, who are amazed that unicorns appear on their lawn on a Tuesday, rather than on a Monday.[22]
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See also: Fantasy fandom[image: External link]


Professionals such as publishers, editors, authors, artists, and scholars within the fantasy genre get together yearly at the World Fantasy Convention[image: External link]. The World Fantasy Awards[image: External link] are presented at the convention. The first WFC was held in 1975 and it has occurred every year since. The convention is held at a different city each year.

Additionally, many science fiction conventions, such as Florida's FX Show and MegaCon[image: External link], cater to fantasy and horror fans. Anime conventions, such as Ohayocon[image: External link] or Anime Expo[image: External link] frequently feature showings of fantasy, science fantasy, and dark fantasy series and films, such as Majutsushi Orphen[image: External link] (fantasy), Sailor Moon[image: External link] (urban fantasy), Berserk[image: External link] (dark fantasy), and Spirited Away[image: External link] (fantasy). Many science fiction/fantasy and anime conventions also strongly feature or cater to one or more of the several subcultures within the main subcultures, including the cosplay[image: External link] subculture (in which people make or wear costumes based on existing or self-created characters, sometimes also acting out skits or plays as well), the fan fiction[image: External link] subculture, and the fan video or AMV[image: External link] subculture, as well as the large internet subculture devoted to reading and writing prose fiction or doujinshi[image: External link] in or related to those genres.

According to 2013 statistics by the fantasy publisher Tor Books[image: External link], men outnumber women by 67% to 33% among writers of historical, epic or high fantasy. But among writers of urban fantasy or paranormal romance, 57% are women and 43% are men.[24]
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	Science fiction[image: External link]

	Horror[image: External link]

	Superhero fiction[image: External link]

	Supernatural fiction[image: External link]

	Science fantasy[image: External link]
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Fantastique[image: External link]—a related but not identical French literary genre
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David Benioff






David Benioff (born David Friedman; September 25, 1970) is an American novelist[image: External link], screenwriter[image: External link], television producer[image: External link] and director[image: External link]. He is best known for being the co-creator and showrunner[image: External link] of the widely acclaimed award-winning HBO[image: External link] series Game of Thrones[image: External link].
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 Early life




Benioff was born David Friedman in New York City[image: External link], to a Jewish[image: External link] family.[1] He is the son of Barbara (Benioff) and Stephen Friedman[image: External link], who is a former head of Goldman Sachs[image: External link].[2] He is a distant cousin of Marc Benioff[image: External link].[3] As an adult, he uses the last name of Benioff, his mother's maiden name[image: External link], to avoid confusion with other writers named David Friedman.[4] He is the youngest of three children.[citation needed[image: External link]] He grew up in Manhattan, first in Peter Cooper Village[image: External link], then on 86th Street[image: External link] where he spent most of his childhood, before eventually moving near the U.N. headquarters[image: External link] when he was sixteen.[5]

He is an alumnus of The Collegiate School[image: External link] and of Dartmouth College[image: External link]. While at Dartmouth College, he was a member of Phi Delta Alpha Fraternity[image: External link] and the Sphinx Senior Society[image: External link]. After graduating in 1992, he worked for a time as a club bouncer[image: External link] in San Francisco[image: External link], became a high school English[image: External link] teacher at Poly Prep[image: External link] in Brooklyn, New York City[image: External link] for two years, and served as the school's wrestling coach.[5][6] Benioff became interested in pursuing an academic career, and went to Trinity College Dublin[image: External link] in 1995 for a one-year program to study Irish literature, and while in Dublin he met D. B. Weiss, who would later become his collaborator.[1] He wrote a thesis on Samuel Beckett[image: External link] while at Trinity College, but decided against a career in academia after writing the thesis.[5] He worked as a radio DJ in Moose, Wyoming[image: External link] for a while.[7] He then attended the University of California Irvine[image: External link], where he received a Master of Fine Arts[image: External link] degree in creative writing in 1999.[8]
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Benioff spent two years writing his first published novel The 25th Hour[image: External link],[9][10] originally titled Fireman Down, and completed the book as his thesis for his master's degree at Irvine.[11][12] He was asked to adapt the book into a screenplay after Tobey Maguire[image: External link] read a preliminary trade copy and became interested in making a film of the book.[8] It was filmed as 25th Hour[image: External link], starring Edward Norton[image: External link] and directed by Spike Lee[image: External link].[7][12] He then wrote a collection of short stories titled When the Nines Roll Over (And Other Stories) in 2004.[13]

Benioff drafted a screenplay of the mythological[image: External link] epic Troy[image: External link] (2004) for which Warner Bros pictures paid him $2.5 million.[14] He also wrote the script for the psychological thriller Stay[image: External link] (2005), which was directed by Marc Forster[image: External link] and starred Ewan McGregor[image: External link] and Naomi Watts[image: External link]. His screenplay for The Kite Runner[image: External link] (2007), adapted from the novel of the same name, marked his second collaboration with director Marc Forster. He was hired in 2004 to write the screenplay for the X-Men spin-off X-Men Origins: Wolverine[image: External link] (2009), and worked on the script for three years.

In 2006, Benioff became interested in adapting the A Song of Ice and Fire novel series by George R.R. Martin[image: External link] and began working with D. B. Weiss on a proposed television series Game of Thrones[image: External link].[15] The pilot was put into development by HBO in 2007 and the series greenlit in 2010. They act as the executive producer, showrunner[image: External link] and writer of the show, which began airing on HBO[image: External link] in 2011. Benioff and Weiss had previously worked together on a script for a horror film titled The Headmaster, but it was never made.[5]

In 2008, his second novel, City of Thieves[image: External link] was published. He has been hired by Universal Pictures[image: External link] in October 2007 to write an adapted screenplay of the Charles R. Cross[image: External link] biography of Kurt Cobain[image: External link] but as of today, the screenplay has not been used.[16]

On April 10, 2014, Benioff announced he and D. B. Weiss had taken on their first feature film project to write, produce and direct Dirty White Boys[image: External link], a novel by Pulitzer prize-winning author Stephen Hunter[image: External link].[17][18]
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Benioff and Weiss both directed a couple of episodes together, but used a coin-flip to decide who would get the credit on the show. Benioff was given the credit for Game of Thrones (season 3)[image: External link], episode 3 "Walk of Punishment", while Weiss was credited with "Two Swords" of season 4[image: External link].[5]
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On September 30, 2006, Benioff married actress Amanda Peet[image: External link] in New York City[image: External link].[19] Together they have three children: Frances "Frankie"[20] Pen Friedman,[21] born February 20, 2007;[22] Molly June Friedman,[21] born in 2010; and Henry Peet[23] Friedman,[21] born December 6, 2014.[24] To avoid any confusion, Benioff's three children use the last name of Friedman,[23] which is his given last name—he uses his mother's maiden name as his professional name.[25] The family lives in Manhattan[image: External link] and Beverly Hills[image: External link].
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	Writer[image: External link]
	Producer[image: External link]
	Notes



	2002
	25th Hour[image: External link]
	
	Yes
	
	Nominated—Boston Society of Film Critics Award for Best Screenplay[image: External link] (2002)



	2004
	Troy[image: External link]
	
	Yes
	
	



	2005
	Stay[image: External link]
	
	Yes
	
	



	2005
	When the Nines Roll Over[image: External link]
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Short film



	2007
	The Kite Runner[image: External link]
	
	Yes
	
	Christopher Award[image: External link] for Best Feature Film (2007)

Nominated—Golden Globe Award for Best Foreign Language Film[image: External link] (2008)

Nominated—BAFTA Award for Best Adapted Screenplay[image: External link] (2008)

Nominated—Satellite Award for Best Adapted Screenplay[image: External link] (2007)



	2009
	X-Men Origins: Wolverine[image: External link]
	
	Yes
	
	Wrote with Skip Woods[image: External link]



	2009
	Brothers[image: External link]
	
	Yes
	
	



	TBA
	Heavier Than Heaven[image: External link]
	
	Yes
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 Television






	Year
	Title
	Director[image: External link]
	Writer[image: External link]
	Producer[image: External link]
	Notes



	2011–present
	Game of Thrones[image: External link]
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Co-creator

Executive producer

Directed and wrote episode:"Walk of Punishment"

Wrote: 42 episodes

Primetime Emmy Award for Outstanding Drama Series (2015-2016)[26]

Primetime Emmy Award for Outstanding Writing for a Drama Series[image: External link] (2015-2016)[26]

Hugo Award for Best Dramatic Presentation[image: External link], Long Form (2012)[27]

Hugo Award for Best Dramatic Presentation[image: External link], Short Form (2013-2014)[28][29]

Producers Guild of America Award for Best Episodic Drama[image: External link] (2015)[30]

Golden Nymph Awards[image: External link] for Outstanding International Producer (2012)[31]

Nominated—Primetime Emmy Award for Outstanding Drama Series (2011-2014)[26]

Nominated—Primetime Emmy Award for Outstanding Writing for a Drama Series (2011-2014)[26]

Nominated—Producers Guild of America Award for Best Episodic Drama (2011-2014, 2016)[32][33][34][35][36]

Nominated—BAFTA for Best International Programme[image: External link] (2013)[37]

Nominated—Writers Guild of America Award for Dramatic Series[image: External link] (2011-2012, 2014-2016)[38][39][40][41][42]

Nominated—Writers Guild of America Award for Episodic Drama[image: External link] (2015-2016)[41][42]

Nominated—Writers Guild of America Award for New Series[image: External link] (2011)[38]

Nominated—Hugo Award for Best Dramatic Presentation, Short Form (2015)[43]

Nominated—USC Scripter Award[image: External link] for Best Adapted Screenplay (2016-2017)[44][45]

Pending—Hugo Award for Best Dramatic Presentation, Short Form (2017)[46]



	2013–2017
	It's Always Sunny in Philadelphia[image: External link]
	
	Yes
	
	Episode: "Flowers for Charlie"

Bored Lifeguard #1 ( cameo[image: External link])
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D. B. Weiss






Daniel Brett Weiss (born April 23, 1971)[1] is an American author, screenwriter, producer, and director. Along with his collaborator David Benioff, he is best known as screenwriter, executive producer[image: External link], and sometimes director of Game of Thrones[image: External link], the HBO[image: External link] adaptation of George R. R. Martin's series of books A Song of Ice and Fire.

His 2003 debut novel[image: External link], Lucky Wander Boy[image: External link], is themed around video games.



TOP
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 Early life




Weiss was born and raised in Chicago[image: External link], Illinois[image: External link]. His family is Jewish[image: External link].[2] He is a graduate of Wesleyan University[image: External link]. He earned a Master of Philosophy[image: External link] in Irish literature from Trinity College, Dublin[image: External link] with a thesis on James Joyce[image: External link]'s Finnegans Wake[image: External link],[3] and a Master of Fine Arts[image: External link] in creative writing from the Iowa Writers' Workshop[image: External link].[4]
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 Career




Weiss worked as personal assistant on films such as The Viking Sagas[image: External link] for New Line Cinema[image: External link]. For a brief period, Weiss also worked as a personal assistant for Glenn Frey[image: External link].[3] Weiss then went to Dublin in 1995 to study Anglo-Irish literature and met David Benioff, and three years later they met again in Santa Monica, California[image: External link] around 1998.[3]

Weiss and Benioff wrote a screenplay for a film titled The Headmaster together, but it was never made.[3] In 2003, Weiss and Benioff were hired to collaborate on a new script of Orson Scott Card[image: External link]'s book Ender's Game[image: External link] in consultation with the then-designated director Wolfgang Petersen[image: External link].[5][6] It was not used.[7]

In 2006, Weiss said he has a second novel finished that "needs a second draft".[8] That same year, Weiss completed a screenplay for a film adaptation of the video game series Halo[image: External link], based on a script written by Alex Garland[image: External link].[9][10] However, director Neill Blomkamp[image: External link] declared the project dead in late 2007.[11]

Weiss also worked on a script for a prequel to I Am Legend[image: External link].[12] However, in May 2011, director Francis Lawrence[image: External link] stated that he did not think the prequel was ever going to happen.[13]

Weiss currently works with David Benioff, the writer of Troy[image: External link], on the television series Game of Thrones[image: External link], based on George R. R. Martin's book series A Song of Ice and Fire.[14] Benioff and Weiss both directed a couple of episodes together, but used a coin-flip to decide who would get the credit on the show. Weiss received the credit for season 4[image: External link], episode 1 "Two Swords" , while Benioff was credited for "Walk of Punishment" in season 3[image: External link].[3]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Personal life




Weiss and his wife Andrea have two children, Leo and Hugo.[15]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Bibliography





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Author






	Title
	Year
	Type
	Note



	Lucky Wander Boy[image: External link]
	2003
	Novel[image: External link]
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 Television






	Year
	Title
	Director[image: External link]
	Writer[image: External link]
	Producer[image: External link]
	Notes



	2011–present
	Game of Thrones[image: External link]
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Co-creator

Executive producer

Directed and wrote episode:"Two Swords"

Wrote: 42 episodes

Primetime Emmy Award for Outstanding Drama Series (2015-2016)[16]

Primetime Emmy Award for Outstanding Writing for a Drama Series[image: External link] (2015-2016)[16]

Hugo Award for Best Dramatic Presentation[image: External link], Long Form (2012)[17]

Hugo Award for Best Dramatic Presentation[image: External link], Short Form (2013-2014)[18][19]

Producers Guild of America Award for Best Episodic Drama[image: External link] (2015)[20]

Golden Nymph Awards[image: External link] for Outstanding International Producer (2012)[21]

Nominated—Primetime Emmy Award for Outstanding Drama Series (2011-2014)[16]

Nominated—Primetime Emmy Award for Outstanding Writing for a Drama Series (2011-2014)[16]

Nominated—Producers Guild of America Award for Best Episodic Drama (2011-2014, 2016)[22][23][24][25][26]

Nominated—BAFTA for Best International Programme[image: External link] (2013)[27]

Nominated—Writers Guild of America Award for Dramatic Series[image: External link] (2011-2012, 2014-2016)[28][29][30][31][32]

Nominated—Writers Guild of America Award for Episodic Drama[image: External link] (2015-2016)[31][32]

Nominated—Writers Guild of America Award for New Series[image: External link] (2011)[28]

Nominated—Hugo Award for Best Dramatic Presentation, Short Form (2015)[33]

Nominated—USC Scripter Award[image: External link] for Best Adapted Screenplay (2016-2017)[34][35]

Pending—Hugo Award for Best Dramatic Presentation, Short Form (2017)[36]



	2013–2017
	It's Always Sunny in Philadelphia[image: External link]
	
	Yes
	
	Wrote episodes: "Flowers for Charlie"

Bored Lifeguard #2 ( cameo[image: External link])



	2014
	The Specials[image: External link]
	
	
	Yes
	Executive Producer[37]
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A Song of Ice and Fire






This article is about the series of novels. For the television adaptation, see Game of Thrones[image: External link].

A Song of Ice and Fire is a series of epic fantasy[image: External link] novels by the American novelist and screenwriter George R. R. Martin. He began the first volume of the series, A Game of Thrones, in 1991 and had it published in 1996. Martin, who initially envisioned the series as a trilogy, has published five out of a planned seven volumes. The fifth and most recent volume of the series published in 2011, A Dance with Dragons, took Martin five years to write. He is still writing the sixth novel, The Winds of Winter.

A Song of Ice and Fire takes place on the fictional continents Westeros and Essos. The point of view[image: External link] of each chapter in the story is a limited[image: External link] perspective of a range of characters growing from nine, in the first novel, to thirty-one by the fifth. Three main stories interweave a dynastic war among several families for control of Westeros, the rising threat of the supernatural Others[image: External link] in the northernmost reaches of Westeros, and the ambition of Daenerys Targaryen, the deposed king's exiled daughter, to assume the Iron Throne.

Martin's inspirations included the Wars of the Roses[image: External link] and the French historical novels[image: External link] The Accursed Kings[image: External link] by Maurice Druon[image: External link].[2][3] A Song of Ice and Fire received praise for its diverse portrayal of women and religion, as well as its realism. An assortment of disparate and subjective points of view confronts the reader, and the success or survival of point of view characters is never assured. Within the often morally ambiguous world of A Song of Ice and Fire, questions concerning loyalty, pride, human sexuality, piety, and the morality of violence[image: External link] frequently arise.

As of April 2015, the books have sold more than 60 million copies worldwide[4] and, as of January 2017, have been translated into 47 languages.[5][6] The fourth and fifth volumes reached the top of The New York Times Best Seller lists[image: External link] upon their releases.[7] Among the many derived works are several prequel novellas, a TV series[image: External link], a comic book adaptation, and several card, board, and video games[image: External link].



TOP
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 Plot synopsis




Further information: List of A Song of Ice and Fire characters and World of A Song of Ice and Fire


A Song of Ice and Fire takes place in a fictional world in which seasons last for years and end unpredictably. Nearly three centuries before the events of the first novel (see backstory[image: External link]), the Seven Kingdoms of Westeros were united under the Targaryen[image: External link] dynasty by Aegon I and his sisters Visenya and Rhaenys, with Aegon Targaryen becoming the first king of the whole of the continent of Westeros, save for the southerly Dorne. At the beginning of A Game of Thrones, 15 peaceful summer years have passed since the rebellion led by Robert Baratheon deposed and killed the last Targaryen king, Aerys II, and proclaimed Robert king of the Seven Kingdoms.

The principal story chronicles the power struggle for the Iron Throne between the great Houses of Westeros following the death of King Robert in A Game of Thrones. Robert's heir apparent, the 13-year old Joffrey, is immediately proclaimed king through the machinations of his mother, Cersei Lannister. When Lord Eddard "Ned" Stark[image: External link], King Robert's "Hand" (chief advisor), discovers that Joffrey and his siblings are the product of incest between Cersei and her twin brother Jaime, Eddard is executed for treason. In response, Robert's brothers Stannis and Renly both lay separate claims to the throne. During this period of instability, two of the Seven Kingdoms of Westeros attempt to become independent from the Iron Throne: Ned Stark's eldest son Robb is proclaimed King in the North, while Balon Greyjoy[image: External link] desires to recover the sovereignty of his region, the Iron Islands. The so-called "War of the Five Kings" is in full progress by the middle of the second book, A Clash of Kings.

The second story takes place in the far north of Westeros, where an 8,000-year-old wall of ice defends the Seven Kingdoms from the Others. The Wall's sentinels, the Sworn Brotherhood of the Night's Watch[image: External link], also protect the realm from the incursions of the "Wildlings" or "Free Folk", who are humans living north of the Wall. The Night's Watch story is told primarily through the point of view of Jon Snow, the bastard son[image: External link] of Eddard Stark.[8] Jon follows the footsteps of his uncle Benjen Stark and joins the Watch at a young age, rising quickly through the ranks. In the third volume, A Storm of Swords, the Night's Watch storyline becomes increasingly entangled with the War of the Five Kings[image: External link].

The third story follows Daenerys Targaryen, daughter of the last Targaryen king of the Seven Kingdoms of Westeros. Daenerys' story takes place on the continent of Essos, which is located directly east of Westeros across the Narrow Sea. Daenerys' storyline is isolated from the others until A Dance with Dragons. On Essos, Daenerys is married off by her elder brother Viserys Targaryen to a powerful warlord but slowly becomes an independent and intelligent ruler in her own right. Her rise to power is aided by the historic birth of three dragons[image: External link], hatched from eggs given to her as wedding gifts. The three dragons soon become not only a symbol of her bloodline, but devastating weapons of war.
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 Publishing history
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 Overview




Books in the Ice and Fire series are first published in hardcover and are later re-released as paperback editions. In the UK, Harper Voyager[image: External link] publishes special slipcased editions.[9] The series has also been translated into more than 30 languages.[10] All page totals given below are for the US first editions.



	#
	Title
	Pages
	Chapters
	Words
	Audio
	US release



	1
	A Game of Thrones
	694[11]
	73
	292,727[12]
	33h 53m
	August 1996[11]



	2
	A Clash of Kings
	768[13]
	70
	318,903[14]
	37h 17m
	February 1999[13]



	3
	A Storm of Swords
	973[15]
	82
	414,604[16]
	47h 37m
	November 2000[15]



	4
	A Feast for Crows
	976[17]
	46
	295,032[18]
	31h 10m
	November 2005[17]



	5
	A Dance with Dragons
	1040[19]
	73
	414,788[20]
	48h 56m
	July 2011[19]



	6
	The Winds of Winter
	(Forthcoming)



	7
	A Dream of Spring[21]
	(Forthcoming)



	
	Total
	4,451
	344
	1,736,054
	198h 53m
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 First three novels (1991–2000)




George R. R. Martin was already a successful fantasy and sci-fi author and TV writer before writing his A Song of Ice and Fire book series.[22] Martin had published his first short story in 1971 and his first novel in 1977.[23] By the mid-1990s, he had won three Hugo Awards[image: External link], two Nebula Awards[image: External link], and other awards for his short fiction.[24] Although his early books were well received within the fantasy fiction community, his readership remained relatively small and Martin took on jobs as a writer in Hollywood in the mid-1980s.[24] He worked principally on the revival of The Twilight Zone[image: External link] throughout 1986 and on Beauty and the Beast[image: External link] until 1990, but he also developed his own TV pilots and wrote feature film scripts. He grew frustrated that his pilots and screenplays were not getting made[24] and that TV-related production limitations like budgets and episode lengths were forcing him to cut characters and trim battle scenes.[25] This pushed Martin back towards writing books, where he did not have to worry about compromising the size of his imagination.[24] Admiring the works of J. R. R. Tolkien[image: External link] in his childhood, he wanted to write an epic fantasy, though he did not have any specific ideas.[26]

When Martin was between Hollywood projects in the summer of 1991, he started writing a new science fiction novel called Avalon. After three chapters, he had a vivid idea of a boy seeing a man's beheading and finding direwolves in the snow, which would eventually become the first non-prologue chapter of A Game of Thrones.[27] Putting Avalon aside, Martin finished this chapter in a few days and grew certain that it was part of a longer story.[28] After a few more chapters, Martin perceived his new book as a fantasy story[28] and started making maps and genealogies.[22] However, the writing of this book was interrupted for a few years when Martin returned to Hollywood to produce his TV series Doorways[image: External link] that ABC[image: External link] had ordered but ultimately never aired.[25]

In 1994, Martin gave to his agent, Kirby McCauley[image: External link], the first 200 pages and a two-page story projection as part of a planned trilogy with the novels A Dance with Dragons and The Winds of Winter intended to follow. When Martin had still not reached the novel's end at 1400 manuscript pages, he felt that the series needed to be four and eventually six books long,[25][30] which he imagined as two linked trilogies of one long story.[31] Martin chose A Song of Ice And Fire as the overall series title: Martin saw the struggle of the cold Others and the fiery dragons as one possible meaning for "Ice and Fire", whereas the word "song" had previously appeared in Martin's book titles A Song for Lya[image: External link] and Songs the Dead Men Sing, stemming from his obsessions with songs.[32] Martin also named Robert Frost[image: External link]'s 1920 poem "Fire and Ice[image: External link]" and cultural associations such as passion versus betrayal as possible influences for the series' title.[33]

The revised finished manuscript for A Game of Thrones was 1088 pages long (without the appendices),[34] with the publication following in August 1996.[11] Wheel of Time author Robert Jordan[image: External link] had written a short endorsement for the cover that was influential in ensuring the book's and hence series' early success with fantasy readers.[35] Blood of the Dragon, a pre-release sample novella drawn from Daenerys's chapters, went on to win the 1997 Hugo Award for Best Novella.[36]

The 300 pages removed from the A Game of Thrones manuscript served as the opening of the second book, entitled A Clash of Kings.[30] It was released in February 1999 in the United States,[13] with a manuscript length (without appendices) of 1184 pages.[34] A Clash of Kings was the first book of the Ice and Fire series to make the best-seller lists,[25] reaching 13 on The New York Times Best Seller list[image: External link] in 1999.[37] After the success of The Lord of the Rings[image: External link] films, Martin received his first inquiries to the rights of the Ice and Fire series from various producers and filmmakers.[25]

Martin was several months late turning in the third book, A Storm of Swords.[24] The last chapter he had written was about the "Red Wedding", a pivotal scene notable for its violence (see Themes: Violence and death[image: External link]).[38] A Storm of Swords was 1521 pages in manuscript (without appendices),[34] causing problems for many of Martin's publishers around the world. Bantam Books[image: External link] published A Storm of Swords in a single volume in the United States in November 2000,[15] whereas some other-language editions were divided into two, three, or even four volumes.[34] A Storm of Swords debuted at number 12 in the New York Times bestseller list.[36][39]
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 Bridging the timeline gap (2000–2011)




After A Game of Thrones, A Clash of Kings, and A Storm of Swords, Martin originally intended to write three more books.[24] The fourth book, tentatively titled A Dance with Dragons, was to focus on Daenerys Targaryen's return to Westeros and the associated conflicts.[31] Martin wanted to set this story five years after A Storm of Swords so that the younger characters could grow older and the dragons grow larger.[40] Agreeing with his publishers early on that the new book should be shorter than A Storm of Swords, Martin set out to write the novel closer in length to A Clash of Kings.[34] A long prologue was to establish what had happened in the meantime, initially just as one chapter of Aeron Damphair[image: External link] on the Iron Islands at the Kingsmoot. Since the events on the Iron Islands were to have an impact in the book and could not be told with existing POV characters, Martin eventually introduced three new viewpoints.[41]

In 2001, Martin was still optimistic that the fourth installment might be released in the last quarter of 2002.[32] However, the five-year gap did not work for all characters during writing. On one hand, Martin was unsatisfied with covering the events during the gap solely through flashbacks and internal retrospection. On the other hand, it was implausible to have nothing happen for five years.[40] After working on the book for about a year, Martin realized he needed an additional interim book, which he called A Feast for Crows.[40] The book would pick up the story immediately after the third book, and Martin scrapped the idea of a five-year gap.[32] The material of the written 250-page prologue was mixed in as new viewpoint characters from Dorne and the Iron Islands.[41] These expanded storylines and the resulting story interactions complicated the plot for Martin.[42]

The manuscript length of A Feast For Crows eventually surpassed A Storm of Swords.[40] Martin was reluctant to make the necessary deep cuts to get the book down to publishable length, as that would have compromised the story he had in mind. Printing the book in "microtype on onion skin paper and giving each reader a magnifying glass" was also not an option for him.[34] On the other hand, Martin rejected the publishers' idea of splitting the narrative chronologically into A Feast for Crows, Parts One and Two.[7] Being already late with the book, Martin had not even started writing all characters' stories[43] and also objected to ending the first book without any resolution for its many viewpoint characters as in previous books.[40]

With the characters spread out across the world,[44] a friend suggested that Martin divide the story geographically into two volumes, of which A Feast for Crows would be the first.[7] This approach would give Martin the room to complete his commenced story arcs as he had originally intended,[34] which he still felt was the best approach years later.[44] Martin moved the unfinished characters' stories set in the east (Essos) and north (Winterfell and the Wall) into the next book, A Dance with Dragons,[45] and left A Feast for Crows to cover the events on Westeros, King's Landing, the Riverlands, Dorne, and the Iron Islands.[34] Both books begin immediately after the end of A Storm of Swords,[44] running in parallel instead of sequentially, and involve different casts of characters with only little overlap.[34] Martin split Arya's chapters into both books after having already moved the three other most popular characters (Jon Snow, Tyrion, and Daenerys) into A Dance with Dragons.[45]

Upon its release in October 2005 in the UK[46] and November 2005 in the US,[17] A Feast for Crows went straight to the top of the New York Times[image: External link] bestseller list.[47] Among the positive reviewers was Lev Grossman of Time[image: External link], who dubbed Martin "the American Tolkien".[48] However, fans and critics alike were disappointed with the story split that left the fates of several popular characters unresolved after A Storm of Swords' cliffhanger ending.[49][50] With A Dance with Dragons said to be half-finished,[49] Martin mentioned in the epilogue of A Feast for Crows that the next volume would be released by the next year.[51] However, planned release dates were repeatedly pushed back. Meanwhile, HBO[image: External link] acquired the rights to turn Ice and Fire into a dramatic series in 2007[52] and aired the first of ten episodes covering A Game of Thrones in April 2011.[53]

With around 1600 pages in manuscript length,[1] A Dance with Dragons was eventually published in July 2011 after six years of writing,[25] longer in page count and writing time than any of the preceding four novels.[22][49] The story of A Dance with Dragons catches up and goes beyond A Feast for Crows around two-thirds into the book,[43] but nevertheless covers less story than Martin had intended, omitting at least one planned large battle sequence and leaving several character threads ending in cliff-hangers.[22] Martin attributed the delay mainly to his untangling "the Meereenese[image: External link] knot", which the interviewer understood as "making the chronology and characters mesh up as various threads converged on [Daenerys]".[50] Martin also acknowledged spending too much time on rewriting and perfecting the story, but soundly rejected the theories of some of his critics that he had lost interest in the series or would bide his time to make more money.[49]
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 Planned novels and future




Martin believes the last two volumes of the series will be big books of 1500 manuscript pages each.[54] The sixth book will be called The Winds of Winter,[55] taking the title of the last book of the originally planned trilogy.[44] Displeased with the provisional title A Time for Wolves for the final volume, Martin ultimately announced A Dream of Spring as the title for the seventh book in 2006.[21] Martin said in March 2012 that the final two novels will take readers farther north than any of the previous books, and that the Others will appear in the book.[56]
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 The Winds of Winter




Further information: The Winds of Winter


The Winds of Winter will resolve the Dance with Dragons cliffhangers early on and "will open with the two big battles that [the fifth book] was building up to, the battle in the ice and the battle [...] of Slaver's Bay. And then take it from there."[56] By the middle of 2010, Martin had already finished five chapters of The Winds of Winter from the viewpoints of Sansa Stark, Arya Stark, Arianne Martell[image: External link], and Aeron Greyjoy[image: External link], accumulating to around 100 completed pages.[55][57] After the publication of A Dance with Dragons in 2011, Martin announced he would return to writing in January 2012.[22] He spent the meantime on book tours, conventions, and continued working on his The World of Ice & Fire companion guide and a new Tales of Dunk and Egg novella.[58][59]

In December 2011, Martin posted a chapter from The Winds of Winter from the viewpoint of Theon Greyjoy;[60] several other chapters have been made public since. Four hundred pages of the sixth novel have been written as of October 2012, although Martin considers only 200 as "really finished"; the rest needs revising.[33] In 2011, Martin gave three years as a realistic estimate for finishing the sixth book at a good pace,[1] but said ultimately the book "will be done when it's done",[44] acknowledging that his publication estimates had been too optimistic in the past.[22] Martin did not intend to separate the characters geographically again.[26]

In 2015 there were indications that the book would be published before sixth season[image: External link] of the HBO show[61][62][63][64][65][66] but in early January 2016 Martin confirmed that he had not met an end-of-year deadline that he had established with his publisher for release of the book before the sixth season. He added that there was "a lot still left to write" and that completion of the book was "months away still...if the writing goes well." Martin also revealed there had been a previous deadline of October 2015 that he had considered achievable in May 2015, and that in September 2015 he had still considered the end-of-year deadline achievable. He further confirmed that some of the plot of the book might be revealed in the upcoming season of Game of Thrones.[67] In February 2016, Martin stated that he dropped all his editing projects except for Wild Cards[image: External link], and that he would not be writing any teleplays, screenplays, short stories, introductions or forewords before delivering The Winds of Winter.[68]

During the Guadalajara International Book Fair in Mexico in early December 2016, Martin offered the following hint as to the tone of this book:


There are a lot of dark chapters right now ... I've been telling you for 20 years that winter was coming. Winter is the time when things die, and cold and ice and darkness fill the world, so this is not going to be the happy feel-good that people may be hoping for. Some of the characters [are] in very dark places.[69]
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 A Dream of Spring




Martin is firm about ending the series with the seventh novel "until I decide not to be firm".[22] With his stated goal of telling the story from beginning to end, he will not truncate the story to fit into an arbitrary number of volumes.[38] He knows the ending in broad strokes as well as the future of the main characters,[26] and will finish the series with bittersweet elements where not everyone will live happily ever after.[36] Martin hopes to write an ending similar to The Lord of the Rings[image: External link] that he felt gave the story a satisfying depth and resonance. On the other hand, Martin noted the challenge to avoid a situation like the finale of the TV series Lost[image: External link], which left some fans disappointed by deviating too far from their own theories and desires.[44] In 2015, Martin said that he was not writing A Dream of Spring together with The Winds of Winter,[70] and in early 2016, he said he did not believe A Dream of Spring would be published before the last season of the HBO show.[71]

Martin offered the following hint as to how the series would conclude during a Q&A at the Guadalajara International Book Fair. "I'm not going to tell you how I'm going to end my book, but I suspect the overall flavor is going to be as much bittersweet as it is happy."[69]
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 TV series and other writings




Early during the development of the TV series, Martin told major plot points to producers David Benioff and D. B. Weiss.[26] (The New York Times reported in 2011 that, at age 62, Martin was by all accounts in robust health.)[72] Martin was confident he would have published at least The Winds of Winter before the TV series overtook him.[26] Nevertheless, there was general concern about whether Martin would be able to stay ahead of the show.[73] As a result, head writers Benioff and Weiss learned more future plot points from Martin in 2013 to help them set up the show's new possible seasons. This included the end stories for all the core characters. Deviations from the books' storylines are also being considered, but a two-year show hiatus to wait for new books is not an option for them as the child actors continue to grow and the show's popularity would wane.[74] Martin indicated he would not permit another writer to finish the book series.[49] On January 2, 2016, Martin confirmed that the sixth volume would not be published before the start of the sixth season of the HBO series.[75]

Regarding A Song of Ice and Fire as his magnum opus[image: External link], Martin is certain never to write anything on this scale again and would only return to this fictional universe in the context of stand-alone novels.[41] He prefers to write stories about characters from other Ice and Fire periods of history such as his Tales of Dunk and Egg project, instead of continuing the series directly.[41][76] A possible future side project is a prequel set during Aegon's conquest of Westeros.[77] Martin said he would love to return to writing short stories, novellas, novelettes, and stand-alone novels from diverse genres such as science fiction, horror, fantasy, or even a murder mystery. However, he will see if his audience follows him after publishing his next project.[28][35]
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 Inspiration and writing
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 Genre




Further information: Themes in A Song of Ice and Fire


George R. R. Martin believes the most profound influences to be the ones experienced in childhood.[78] Having read H. P. Lovecraft[image: External link], Robert E. Howard[image: External link], Robert A. Heinlein[image: External link], Eric Frank Russell[image: External link], Andre Norton[image: External link],[28] Isaac Asimov[image: External link],[32] Fritz Leiber[image: External link], and Mervyn Peake[image: External link][79] in his youth, Martin never categorized these authors' literature into science fiction, fantasy, or horror and will write from any genre as a result.[78] Martin classified A Song of Ice and Fire as "epic fantasy[image: External link]",[1] and specifically named Tad Williams[image: External link] as very influential for the writing of the series.[32][79] One of his favorite authors is Jack Vance[image: External link],[32] although Martin considered the series not particularly Vancean.[31]

The medieval setting has been the traditional background for epic fantasy. However, where historical fiction leaves versed readers knowing the historical outcome,[79] original characters may increase suspense and empathy for the readers.[78] Yet Martin felt historical fiction, particularly when set during the Middle Ages, had an excitement, grittiness, and a realness to it that was absent in fantasy with a similar backdrop.[81] Thus, he wanted to combine the realism of historical fiction with the magic appeal of the best fantasies,[82] subduing magic in favor of battles and political intrigue.[24] He also decided to avoid the conventional good versus evil setting typical for the genre, using the fight between Achilles and Hector in Homer[image: External link]'s Iliad[image: External link], where no one stands out as either a hero or a villain, as an example of what he wants to achieve with his books.[83]

Martin is widely credited with broadening the fantasy fiction genre for adult content, including incest, paedophilia, and adultery.[49] For The Washington Post[image: External link]'s Writing for The Atlantic[image: External link], Amber Taylor assessed the novels as hard fantasy[image: External link] with vulnerable characters to which readers become emotionally attached.[84] CNN[image: External link] found in 2000 that Martin's mature descriptions were "far more frank than those found in the works of other fantasy authors",[85] although Martin assessed the fantasy genre to have become rougher-edged a decade later and that some writers' work was going beyond the mature themes of his novels.[38] Adam Roberts[image: External link] called Martin's series the most successful and popular example of the emerging subgenre of grimdark[image: External link] fantasy,[86] influencing other writers associated with that style, such as Joe Abercrombie[image: External link].
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 Writing process




Setting out to write something on an epic scale,[85] Martin projected to write three books of 800 manuscript pages in the very early stages of the series.[79] His original 1990s contract specified one-year deadlines for his previous literary works, but Martin only realized later that his new books were longer and hence required more writing time.[40] In 2000, Martin planned to take 18 months to two years for each volume and projected the last of the planned six books to be released five or six years later.[36] However, with the Ice and Fire series evolving into the biggest and most ambitious story he has ever attempted writing,[45] he still has two more books to write as of 2016. Martin said he needed to be in his own office in Santa Fe, New Mexico[image: External link] to immerse himself in the fictional world and write.[24] As of 2011, Martin was still typing his fiction on a DOS[image: External link] computer with WordStar 4.0 software[image: External link].[87] He begins each day at 10 am with rewriting and polishing the previous day's work,[78] and may write all day or struggle to write anything.[24] Excised material and previous old versions are saved to be possibly re-inserted at a later time.[45]

Martin set the Ice and Fire story in a secondary world[image: External link] inspired by Tolkien's writing.[26] Unlike Tolkien, who created entire languages, mythologies, and histories for Middle-earth long before writing The Lord of the Rings[image: External link], Martin usually starts with a rough sketch of an imaginary world that he improvises into a workable fictional setting along the way.[49] He described his writing as coming from a subconscious level in "almost a daydreaming process",[88] and his stories, which have a mythic rather than a scientific core, draw from emotion instead of rationality.[28] Martin employs maps[24] and a cast list topping 60 pages in the fourth volume,[7] but keeps most information in his mind.[1] His imagined backstory remains subject to change until published, and only the novels count as canon[image: External link].[45] Martin does not intend to publish his private notes after the series is finished.[24]

Martin drew much inspiration from actual history for the series,[78] having several bookcases filled with medieval history for research[89] and visiting historic European landmarks.[42] For an American who speaks only English, the history of England proved the easiest source of medieval history for him, giving the series a British rather than a German or Spanish historic flavor.[90] For example, Ned and Robb Stark resemble Richard, 3rd Duke of York[image: External link] and his son Edward IV[image: External link], and Queen Cersei resembles both Margaret of Anjou[image: External link][91] and Elizabeth Woodville[image: External link].[92] Martin immersed himself in many diverse medieval topics such as clothing, food, feasting, and tournaments, to have the facts at hand if needed during writing.[36] The series was in particular influenced by the Hundred Years' War[image: External link], the Crusades[image: External link], the Albigensian Crusade[image: External link], and the Wars of the Roses[image: External link],[78][89] although Martin refrained from making any direct adaptations.[78] Martin was also inspired by the French historical novels The Accursed Kings[image: External link] by Maurice Druon[image: External link], which are about the French monarchy[image: External link] in the 13th and 14th centuries.[2][3]

The story is written to follow principal landmarks with an ultimate destination, but leaves Martin room for improvisation. On occasion, improvised details significantly affected the planned story.[93] By the fourth book, Martin kept more private notes than ever before to keep track of the many subplots,[32] which became so detailed and sprawling by the fifth book as to be unwieldy.[22] Martin's editors, copy editors, and readers monitor for accidental mistakes,[32] although some errors have slipped into publication. For instance, Martin has inconsistently referred to certain characters' eye colors, and has described a horse as being of one sex and then another.[49]
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 Narrative structure






	Number of chapters per point-of-view character



	POV character
	Game
	Clash
	Storm
	Feast
	Dance
	(Winds)
	Sum



	Bran Stark
	7
	7
	4
	–
	3
	
	21



	Catelyn Stark
	11
	7
	7
	–
	–
	
	25



	Daenerys Targaryen
	10
	5
	6
	–
	10
	
	31



	Eddard Stark
	15
	–
	–
	–
	–
	
	15



	Jon Snow
	9
	8
	12
	–
	13
	
	42



	Arya Stark
	5
	10
	13
	3
	2
	≥1[55]
	33



	Tyrion Lannister
	9
	15
	11
	–
	12
	≥2[94]
	47



	Sansa Stark
	6
	8
	7
	3
	–
	≥1[55]
	24



	Davos Seaworth
	–
	3
	6
	–
	4
	
	13



	Theon Greyjoy
	–
	6
	–
	–
	7
	≥1[60]
	13



	Jaime Lannister
	–
	–
	9
	7
	1
	
	17



	Samwell Tarly
	–
	–
	5
	5
	–
	
	10



	Cersei Lannister
	–
	–
	–
	10
	2
	
	12



	Brienne of Tarth
	–
	–
	–
	8
	–
	
	8



	Aeron Greyjoy[image: External link]
	–
	–
	–
	2
	–
	≥1[57]
	2



	Areo Hotah[image: External link]
	–
	–
	–
	1
	1
	≥1[95]
	2



	Asha Greyjoy[image: External link]
	–
	–
	–
	1
	3
	
	4



	Arys Oakheart[image: External link]
	–
	–
	–
	1
	–
	
	1



	Victarion Greyjoy[image: External link]
	–
	–
	–
	2
	2
	≥1[94]
	4



	Arianne Martell[image: External link]
	–
	–
	–
	2
	–
	≥2[55]
	2



	Quentyn Martell[image: External link]
	–
	–
	–
	–
	4
	
	4



	Jon Connington[image: External link]
	–
	–
	–
	–
	2
	
	2



	Melisandre
	–
	–
	–
	–
	1
	
	1



	Barristan Selmy[image: External link]
	–
	–
	–
	–
	4
	≥2[96][97]
	4



	Prologue/Epilogue
	1/–
	1/–
	1/1
	1/–
	1/1
	1/
	7



	Total (characters)
	73 (9)
	70 (10)
	82 (12)
	46 (13)
	73 (18)
	TBD
	344 (31)




The books are divided into chapters, each one narrated in the third person limited[image: External link] through the eyes of a point of view[image: External link] character,[49] an approach Martin learned himself as a young journalism student.[98] Beginning with nine POV characters in A Game of Thrones, the number of POV characters grows to a total of 31 in A Dance with Dragons (see table). The short-lived one-time POV characters are mostly restricted to the prologue[image: External link] and epilogue[image: External link].[36] David Orr of The New York Times[image: External link] noted the story importance of "the Starks[image: External link] (good guys), the Targaryens[image: External link] (at least one good guy, or girl), the Lannisters[image: External link] (conniving), the Greyjoys[image: External link] (mostly conniving), the Baratheons[image: External link] (mixed bag), the Tyrells[image: External link] (unclear) and the Martells[image: External link] (ditto), most of whom are feverishly endeavoring to advance their ambitions and ruin their enemies, preferably unto death".[99] However, as Time[image: External link]'s Lev Grossman[image: External link] noted, readers "experience the struggle for Westeros from all sides at once", such that "every fight is both triumph and tragedy [...] and everybody is both hero and villain at the same time".[100]

Modeled on The Lord of the Rings, the Ice and Fire story begins with a tight focus on a small group (with everyone in Winterfell[image: External link], except Daenerys) and then splits into separate stories. The storylines are to converge again, but finding the turning point in this complex series has been difficult for Martin and has slowed down his writing.[44] Depending on the interview, Martin is said to have reached the turning point in A Dance with Dragons,[44] or to not quite have reached it yet in the books.[101] The series' structure of multiple POVs and interwoven storylines was inspired by Wild Cards[image: External link], a multi-authored shared universe book series edited by Martin since 1985.[102] As the sole author, Martin begins each new book with an outline of the chapter order and may write a few successive chapters from a single character's viewpoint instead of working chronologically. The chapters are later rearranged to optimize character intercutting, chronology, and suspense.[36]

Influenced by his television and film scripting background, Martin tries to keep readers engrossed by ending each Ice and Fire chapter with a tense or revelational moment, a twist or a cliffhanger[image: External link], similar to a TV act break[image: External link].[103] Scriptwriting has also taught him the technique of "cutting out the fat and leaving the muscle", which is the final stage of completing a book, a technique that brought the page count in A Dance with Dragons down almost eighty pages.[104] Dividing the continuous Ice and Fire story into books is much harder for Martin. Each book shall represent a phase of the journey that ends in closure for most characters. A smaller portion of characters is left with clear-cut cliffhangers to make sure readers come back for the next installment, although A Dance with Dragons had more cliffhangers than Martin originally intended.[26][36] Both one-time and regular POV characters are designed to have full character arcs ending in tragedy or triumph,[36] and are written to hold the readers' interest and not be skipped in reading.[79] Main characters are killed off so that the reader will not rely on the hero to come through unscathed and will instead feel the character's fear with each page turn.[35]

The unresolved larger narrative arc encourages speculation about future story events.[49] According to Martin, much of the key to Ice and Fire's future lies over a dozen years in the fictional past, of which each volume reveals more.[24] Events planned from the beginning are foreshadowed, although Martin is careful not to make the story predictable.[101] The viewpoint characters, who serve as unreliable narrators[image: External link],[44] may clarify or provide different perspectives on past events.[105] Therefore, what the readers believe to be true may not necessarily be true.[24]
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Main article: List of A Song of Ice and Fire characters


Regarding the characters as the heart of the story,[106] Martin planned the epic Ice and Fire fantasy to have a large cast of characters and many different settings from the beginning.[44] A Feast for Crows has a 63-page list of characters,[7] with many of the thousands of characters mentioned only in passing[49] or disappearing from view for long stretches.[107] When Martin adds a new family to the ever-growing number of genealogies[image: External link] in the appendices, he devises a secret about the personality or fate of the family members. However, their backstory remains subject to change until written down in the story.[45] Martin drew most character inspiration from history (without directly translating historical figures)[24] and his own experiences, but also from the manners of his friends, acquaintances, and people of public interest.[32] Martin aims to "make my characters real and to make them human, characters who have good and bad, noble and selfish well-mixed in their natures".[36] Jeff VanderMeer of the Los Angeles Times[image: External link] remarked that "Martin's devotion to fully inhabiting his characters, for better or worse, creates the unstoppable momentum in his novels and contains an implied criticism of Tolkien's moral simplicity"[108] (see Themes: Moral ambiguity[image: External link]).

Martin deliberately ignored the writing rule of never giving two characters names starting with the same letter.[45] Instead, character names reflect the naming systems in various European family histories, where particular names were associated with specific royal houses[image: External link] and where even the secondary families assigned the same names repeatedly.[45] The Ice and Fire story therefore has children called "Robert" in honor of King Robert of House Baratheon, a "Brandon" in every other generation of the Starks in commemoration of Brandon the Builder (of the Wall), and the syllable "Ty" commonly occurring in given names of House Lannister.[30] Confident that readers would pay attention, Martin distinguished people sharing a given name[image: External link][45] by adding numbers or locations to their given names (e.g. Henry V of England[image: External link]).[30] The family names were designed in association with ethnic groups (see backstory[image: External link]): the First Men in the North of Westeros had very simply descriptive names like Stark and Strong, whereas the descendants of the Andal invaders in the South have more elaborate, undescriptive house names like Lannister or Arryn, and the Targaryens and Valyrians from the Eastern continent have the most exotic names with the letter Y.[30]

All characters are designed to speak with their own internal voices to capture their views of the world.[36] The Atlantic pondered whether Martin ultimately intended the readers to sympathize with characters on both sides of the Lannister–Stark feud long before plot developments force them to make their emotional choices.[109] Contrary to most conventional epic fantasies, the Ice and Fire characters are vulnerable so that, according to The Atlantic, the reader "cannot be sure that good shall triumph, which makes those instances where it does all the more exulting."[84] Martin gets emotionally involved in the characters' lives during writing, which makes the chapters with dreadful events sometimes very difficult to write.[36] Seeing the world through the characters' eyes requires a certain amount of empathy with them, including the villains,[78] all of whom he has said he loves as if they were his own children.[79][106] Martin found that some characters had minds of their own and took his writing in different directions. He returns to the intended story if it does not work out, but these detours sometimes prove more rewarding for him.[45]

Arya Stark, Tyrion Lannister, Jon Snow, and Daenerys Targaryen generate the most feedback from readers.[110] Martin has stated that Tyrion is his personal favorite, as the grayest of the gray characters, with his cunning and wit making him the most fun to write.[79] Martin has also said that Bran Stark is the hardest character to write. As the character most deeply involved in magic, Bran's story needs to be handled carefully within the supernatural aspects of the books. Bran is also the youngest viewpoint character,[36] and has to deal with the series' adult themes like grief, loneliness, and anger.[103] Martin set out to have the young characters grow up faster between chapters, but, as it was implausible for a character to take two months to respond, a finished book represents very little time passed. Martin hoped the planned five-year break would ease the situation and age the children to almost adults in terms of the Seven Kingdoms, but he later dropped the five-year gap (see section Bridging the timeline gap).[26][36]
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Main article: Themes in A Song of Ice and Fire


Although modern fantasy may often embrace strangeness, the Ice and Fire series is generally praised for what is perceived as a sort of medieval realism.[99] Believing that magic should be used moderately in the epic fantasy genre,[25] Martin set out to make the story feel more like historical fiction than contemporary fantasy, with less emphasis on magic and sorcery and more on battles, political intrigue, and the characters.[24] Though the amount of magic has gradually increased throughout the story, the series is still to end with less overt magic than most contemporary fantasies.[36] In Martin's eyes, literary effective magic needs to represent strange and dangerous forces beyond human comprehension,[59] not advanced alien technologies or formulaic spells.[111] As such, the characters understand only the natural aspects of their world, but not the magical elements like the Others.[99]

Since Martin drew on historical sources to build the Ice and Fire world,[78] Damien G. Walter of The Guardian saw a strong resemblance between Westeros and England in the period of the Wars of the Roses[image: External link].[112] The Atlantic's Adam Serwer regarded A Song of Ice and Fire as "more a story of politics than one of heroism, a story about humanity wrestling with its baser obsessions than fulfilling its glorious potential", where the emergent power struggle stems from the feudal system's repression and not from the fight between good and evil.[109] Martin not only wanted to reflect the frictions of the medieval class structures in the novels, but also explore the consequences of the leaders' decisions, as general goodness does not automatically make competent leaders and vice versa.[82]

A common theme in the fantasy genre is the battle between good and evil[image: External link],[82] which Martin rejects for not mirroring the real world.[31] Attracted to gray characters,[113] Martin instead endorses William Faulkner[image: External link]'s view that only the human heart in conflict with itself was worth writing about.[82] Martin explores the questions of redemption and character change in the Ice and Fire series.[114] The multiple viewpoint structure allows characters to be explored from many sides, such that the supposed villains can provide their viewpoint.[85][41]

Although fantasy comes from an imaginative realm, Martin sees an honest necessity to reflect the real world where people die sometimes ugly deaths, even beloved people.[36] Main characters are killed off so that the reader will not expect the supposed hero to survive, and instead will feel the same tension and fear that the characters might.[35] The novels also reflect the substantial death rates in war.[79] The deaths of supernumerary extras or orcs have no major effect on readers, whereas a friend's death has much more emotional impact.[101] Martin prefers a hero's sacrifice to say something profound about human nature.[26]

According to Martin, the fantasy genre rarely focuses on sex and sexuality,[36] instead often treating sexuality in a juvenile way or neglecting it completely.[78] Martin, however, considers sexuality an important driving force in human life that should not be excluded from the narrative.[114] Providing sensory detail for an immersive experience is more important than plot advancement for Martin,[44] who aims to let the readers experience the novels' sex scenes, "whether it's a great transcendent, exciting, mind blowing sex, or whether it's disturbing, twisted, dark sex, or disappointing perfunctory sex."[114] Martin was fascinated by medieval contrasts where knights venerated their ladies with poems and wore their favors in tournaments while their armies mindlessly raped women in wartime.[36] The non-existent concept of adolescence in the Middle Ages served as a model for Daenerys' sexual activity at the age of 13 in the books.[103] The novels also allude to the incestuous practices in the Ptolemaic dynasty[image: External link] of Ancient Egypt[image: External link] to keep their bloodlines pure.[115]

Martin provides a variety of female characters to explore the place of women in a patriarchal society.[101] Writing all characters as human beings with the same basic needs, dreams, and influences,[23] his female characters are to cover the same wide spectrum of human traits as the males.[101][23]
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Science Fiction Weekly[image: External link] stated in 2000 that "few would dispute that Martin's most monumental achievement to date has been the groundbreaking A Song of Ice and Fire historical fantasy series",[36] for which reviews have been "orders of magnitude better" than for his previous works, as Martin described to The New Yorker.[49] In 2007, Weird Tales[image: External link] magazine described the series as a "superb fantasy saga" that "raised Martin to a whole new level of success".[28] Shortly before the release of A Dance with Dragons in 2011, Bill Sheehan of The Washington Post[image: External link] was sure that "no work of fantasy has generated such anticipation since Harry Potter[image: External link]'s final duel with Voldemort",[107] and Ethan Sacks of Daily News[image: External link] saw the series turning Martin into a darling of literary critics as well as mainstream readers, which was "rare for a fantasy genre that's often dismissed as garbage not fit to line the bottom of a dragon's cage".[60] Salon.com[image: External link]'s Andrew Leonard[image: External link] stated:


The success is all the more remarkable because [the series debuted] without mass market publicity or any kind of buzz in the fantasy/SF scene. George R. R. Martin earned his following the hard way, by word of mouth, by hooking his characters into the psyche of his readers to an extent that most writers of fantasy only dream of.[116]



Publishers Weekly[image: External link] noted in 2000 that "Martin may not rival Tolkien[image: External link] or Robert Jordan[image: External link], but he ranks with such accomplished medievalists of fantasy as Poul Anderson[image: External link] and Gordon Dickson[image: External link]."[15] After the fourth volume came out in 2005, Time[image: External link]'s Lev Grossman considered Martin a "major force for evolution in fantasy" and proclaimed him "the American Tolkien", explaining that, although Martin was "[not] the best known of America's straight-up fantasy writers" at the time and would "never win a Pulitzer[image: External link] or a National Book Award[image: External link] ... his skill as a crafter of narrative exceeds that of almost any literary novelist writing today".[48] As Grossman said in 2011, the phrase American Tolkien "has stuck to [Martin], as it was meant to",[100] being picked up by the media including The New York Times[image: External link] ("He's much better than that"),[117] the New Yorker,[49] Entertainment Weekly ("an acclaim that borders on fantasy blasphemy"),[22] The Globe and Mail,[51] and USA Today.[113] Time magazine named Martin one of the 100 most influential people in the world in 2011,[51] and USA Today named George R.R. Martin their Author of the Year 2011.[118]

According to The Globe and Mail's John Barber, Martin manages simultaneously to master and transcend the genre so that "Critics applaud the depth of his characterizations and lack of cliché in books that are nonetheless replete with dwarves and dragons".[51] Publishers Weekly gave favorable reviews to the first three Ice and Fire novels at their points of release, saying that A Game of Thrones had "superbly developed characters, accomplished prose and sheer bloody-mindedness",[11] that A Clash of Kings was "notable particularly for the lived-in quality of [their fictional world and] for the comparatively modest role of magic",[13] and that A Storm of Swords was one "of the more rewarding examples of gigantism in contemporary fantasy".[15] However, they found that A Feast For Crows as the fourth installment "sorely misses its other half. The slim pickings here are tasty, but in no way satisfying."[17] Their review for A Dance with Dragons repeated points of criticism for the fourth volume, and said that, although "The new volume has a similar feel to Feast", "Martin keeps it fresh by focusing on popular characters [who were] notably absent from the previous book."[19]

According to the Los Angeles Times[image: External link], "Martin's brilliance in evoking atmosphere through description is an enduring hallmark of his fiction, the settings much more than just props on a painted stage", and the novels captivate readers with "complex storylines, fascinating characters, great dialogue, perfect pacing, and the willingness to kill off even his major characters".[108] CNN[image: External link] remarked that "the story weaves through differing points of view in a skillful mix of observation, narration and well-crafted dialogue that illuminates both character and plot with fascinating style",[85] and David Orr of The New York Times found that "All of his hundreds of characters have grace notes of history and personality that advance a plot line. Every town has an elaborately recalled series of triumphs and troubles."[99] Salon.com's Andrew Leonard "couldn't stop reading Martin because my desire to know what was going to happen combined with my absolute inability to guess what would happen and left me helpless before his sorcery. At the end, I felt shaken and exhausted."[119] The Christian Science Monitor[image: External link] advised reading the novels with an A Song of Ice and Fire encyclopedia at hand to "catch all the layered, subtle hints and details that [Martin] leaves throughout his books. If you pay attention, you will be rewarded and questions will be answered."[120]

Among the most critical voices were Sam Jordison and Michael Hann, both of The Guardian. Jordison detailed his misgivings about A Game of Thrones in a 2009 review and summarized "It's daft. It's unsophisticated. It's cartoonish. And yet, I couldn't stop reading .... Archaic absurdity aside, Martin's writing is excellent. His dialogue is snappy and frequently funny. His descriptive prose is immediate and atmospheric, especially when it comes to building a sense of deliciously dark foreboding [of the long impending winter]."[121] Hann did not consider the novels to stand out from the general fantasy genre, despite Martin's alterations to fantasy convention, although he rediscovered his childhood's views:


That when things are, on the whole, pretty crappy [in the real world], it's a deep joy to dive headfirst into something so completely immersive, something from which there is no need to surface from hours at a time. And if that immersion involves dragons, magic, wraiths from beyond death, shapeshifting wolves and banished princes, so be it.[122]
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The reported overall sales figures of the A Song of Ice and Fire series vary. The New Yorker said in April 2011 (before the publication of A Dance with Dragons) that more than 15 million Ice and Fire books had been sold worldwide,[49] a figure repeated by The Globe and Mail in July 2011.[51] Reuters reported in September 2013 that the books including print, digital and audio versions have sold more than 24 million copies in North America.[124] The Wall Street Journal[image: External link] reported more than six million sold copies in North America by May 2011.[125] USA Today reported 8.5 million copies in print and digital overall in July 2011,[126] and over 12 million sold copies in print in December 2011.[118] The series has been translated into more than 20 languages;[10] USA Today reported the fifth book to be translated into over 40 languages.[113] Forbes estimated that Martin was the 12th highest-earning author worldwide in 2011 at $15 million.[127]

Martin's publishers initially expected A Game of Thrones to be a best-seller,[22] but the first installment did not even reach any lower positions in bestseller list.[58] This left Martin unsurprised, as it is "a fool's game to think anything is going to be successful or to count on it".[106] However, the book slowly won the passionate advocacy of independent booksellers and the book's popularity grew by word of mouth.[49] The series' popularity skyrocketed in subsequent volumes,[22] with the second and third volume making The New York Times Best Seller lists[image: External link] in 1999[37] and 2000,[39] respectively. The series gained Martin's old writings new attention, and Martin's American publisher Bantam Spectra[image: External link] was to reprint his out-of-print solo novels.[36]

The fourth installment, A Feast for Crows, was an immediate best-seller at its 2005 release,[22] hitting number one on "The New York Times" hardcover fiction bestseller list November 27, 2005, which for a fantasy novel suggested that Martin's books were attracting mainstream readers.[1] The paperback edition of A Game of Thrones reached its 34th printing in 2010, surpassing the one million mark.[128] Before it even premiered, the TV series had boosted sales of the book series, with Ice and Fire approaching triple-digit growth in year-on-year sales. Bantam was looking forward to seeing the tie-ins boost sales further,[53] and Martin's British publisher Harper Voyager[image: External link] expected readers to rediscover their other epic fantasy literature.[129] With a reported 4.5 million copies of the first four volumes in print in early 2011,[53] the four volumes re-appeared on the paperback fiction bestseller lists in the second quarter of 2011.[123][130]

At its point of publication in July 2011, A Dance with Dragons was in its sixth print with more than 650,000 hardbacks in print.[131] It also had the highest single and first-day sales of any new fiction title published in 2011 at that point, with 170,000 hardcovers, 110,000 e-books, and 18,000 audio books reportedly sold on the first day.[126] A Dance with Dragons reached the top of The New York Times bestseller list on July 31, 2011.[7] Unlike most other big titles, the fifth volume sold more physical than digital copies early on,[72] but nevertheless, Martin became the tenth author to sell 1 million Amazon Kindle[image: External link] e-books.[132] All five volumes and the four-volume boxed set were among the top 100 best-selling books in the United States in 2011 and 2012.[133]

The TV series has contributed significantly boosting sales of both the books and collectibles like box-sets, merchandise, and other items. The TV series also contributed in increasing the geographic coverage of the books, introducing new customers in emerging countries like India and Brazil to the book series. All this has significantly increased the overall book sales.
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Main article: A Song of Ice and Fire fandom


During the 1980s and early 1990s, Martin's novels had slowly earned him a reputation in science fiction circles,[134] although he said to only have received a few fans' letters a year in the pre-internet days.[78] The publication of A Game of Thrones caused Martin's following to grow, with fan sites springing up and a Trekkie[image: External link]-like society of followers evolving that meet regularly.[134] Westeros.org, one of the main Ice and Fire fansites with about seventeen thousand registered members as of 2011, was established in 1999 by a Swedish-based fan of Cuban-American descent, Elio M. García, Jr., and his girlfriend; their involvement with Martin's work has now become semi-professional.[49] The Brotherhood Without Banners, an unofficial fan club operating globally, was formed in 2001. Their founders and other longtime members are among Martin's good friends.[49]

Martin runs an official website[7] and administers a lively blog with the assistance of Ty Franck.[49] He also interacts with fandom by answering emails and letters, although he stated in 2005 that their sheer numbers might leave them unanswered for years.[78] Since there are different types of conventions nowadays, he tends to go to three or four science-fiction conventions a year simply to go back to his roots and meet friends.[135] He does not read message boards anymore, so that his writing will not be influenced by fans foreseeing twists and interpreting characters differently from what he intended.[135]

While Martin calls the majority of his fans "great", and enjoys interacting with them,[26] some of them turned against him because of the six years it took to release A Dance with Dragons.[49] A movement of disaffected fans called GRRuMblers formed in 2009, creating sites such as Finish the Book, George and Is Winter Coming?.[49][51] When fans' vocal impatience for A Dance with Dragons peaked shortly after, Martin issued a statement called "To My Detractors"[136] on his blog that received media attention.[49][121][137] The New York Times noted that it was not uncommon for Martin to be mobbed at book signings either.[134] The New Yorker called this "an astonishing amount of effort to devote to denouncing the author of books one professes to love. Few contemporary authors can claim to have inspired such passion."[49]
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A Game of Thrones (1996) – Locus Award[image: External link] winner,[138] World Fantasy Award[image: External link][139] and Nebula Award[image: External link] nominee, 1997[140]


	
A Clash of Kings (1998) – Locus Award winner,[138] Nebula Award nominee, 1999[140]


	
A Storm of Swords (2000) – Locus Award winner,[138] Hugo Award[image: External link][141] and Nebula Awards nominee, 2001[142]


	
A Feast for Crows (2005) – Hugo,[143] Locus,[138] and British Fantasy Awards[image: External link] nominee, 2006[144]


	
A Dance with Dragons (2011) – Locus Award winner,[145] Hugo Award[146] and World Fantasy Award nominee, 2012[147]
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Martin has written several prequel[image: External link] novellas. The Tales of Dunk and Egg series, three novellas set ninety years before the events of the novel series, feature the adventures of Ser Duncan the Tall and his squire "Egg", the later King Aegon V Targaryen. The stories have no direct connection to the plot of A Song of Ice and Fire, although both characters are mentioned in A Storm of Swords and A Feast For Crows, respectively. The first installment, The Hedge Knight, was published in the 1998 anthology Legends[image: External link]. The Sworn Sword followed in 2003, published in Legends II[image: External link].[41] Both were later adapted into graphic novels[image: External link].[148] The third novella, titled The Mystery Knight, was first published in the 2010 anthology Warriors[image: External link],[149] and is planned to be adapted as a graphic novel as well.[150] Martin planned to release the first three novellas as one collection in 2014.[151] Up to eight further Dunk and Egg installments are planned.[38]

The novella The Princess and the Queen or, the Blacks and the Greens appeared in Tor Books[image: External link]'s 2013 anthology Dangerous Women[image: External link], and explains some of the Targaryen backstory two centuries before the events of the novels.[152][153] The Rogue Prince, or, the King's Brother, published in the 2014 anthology Rogues[image: External link], is itself a prequel to the events of The Princess and the Queen.[154]

Chapter sets from the novels were also compiled into three novellas that were released between 1996 and 2003 by Asimov's Science Fiction[image: External link] and Dragon[image: External link]:


	
Blood of the Dragon (July 1996),[155] taken from the Daenerys chapters in A Game of Thrones.

	
Path of the Dragon (December 2000),[156] taken from the Daenerys chapters in A Storm of Swords.

	
Arms of the Kraken (March 2003),[157] based on the Iron Islands chapters from A Feast for Crows.
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Main article: Game of Thrones[image: External link]


With the popularity of the series growing, HBO[image: External link] optioned A Song of Ice and Fire for a television adaptation in 2007.[52] A pilot episode was produced in late 2009, and a series commitment for nine further episodes[image: External link] was made in March 2010.[158] The series, titled Game of Thrones[image: External link], premiered in April 2011 to great acclaim and ratings (see Game of Thrones: Reception[image: External link]). The network picked up the show for a second season[image: External link] covering A Clash of Kings two days later.[159] Shortly after the conclusion of the first season, the show received 13 Emmy Award nominations, including Outstanding Drama Series, winning Outstanding Main Title Design[image: External link] and Outstanding Supporting Actor in a Drama Series[image: External link] for Peter Dinklage's portrayal of Tyrion Lannister.[160] HBO announced a renewal for a third season[image: External link] in April 2012, ten days after the season 2 premiere.[161] Due to the length of the corresponding book, the third season only covered roughly the first half of A Storm of Swords.[162]

Shortly after the season 3 premiere in March 2013, the network announced that Game of Thrones would be returning for a fourth season, which would cover the second half of A Storm of Swords along with the beginnings of A Feast for Crows and A Dance With Dragons.[163] Game of Thrones was nominated for 15 Emmy Awards for season 3.[164] Two days after the fourth season premiered in April 2014, HBO renewed Game of Thrones for a fifth and sixth season.[165] Season 5 premiered on April 12, 2015 and set a Guinness World Records[image: External link] for winning the highest number of Emmy Awards[image: External link] for a series in a single season and year, winning 12 out of 24 nominations, including Outstanding Drama Series.[166][167] These episodes were watched by 8 million viewers, setting a record number for the series.[168] The sixth season premiered on April 24, 2016.[169] These episodes received the most nominations for the 68th Primetime Emmy Awards[image: External link] with 23, winning 12, including the award for Outstanding Drama Series.[170]
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Main article: Works based on A Song of Ice and Fire


A Song of Ice and Fire spawned an industry of spin-off products. Fantasy Flight Games[image: External link] released a collectible card game, a board game, and two collections of artwork inspired by the Ice and Fire series.[171][172] Various roleplaying game products were released by Guardians of Order[image: External link] and Green Ronin[image: External link].[173][174] Dynamite Entertainment[image: External link] adapted A Game of Thrones into a same-titled monthly comic in 2011.[175] Several video games are available or in production, including A Game of Thrones: Genesis (2011) and Game of Thrones (2012) by Cyanide[image: External link];[176][177] both received mediocre ratings from critics.[178] A social network game[image: External link] titled Game of Thrones Ascent (2013) by Disruptor Beam[image: External link] allows players to live the life of a noble during the series' period setting.[179] Random House[image: External link] released an official map book called The Lands of Ice and Fire[image: External link], which includes old and new maps of the Ice and Fire world.[180] The companion book The World of Ice & Fire by Martin and the Westeros.org[image: External link] owners Elio M. García Jr. and Linda Antonsson was published in October 2014.[49] Other licensed products include full-sized weapon reproductions,[181] a range of collectable figures,[182][183] Westeros coinage reproductions,[184] and a large number of gift and collectible items based on the HBO television series.[185] The popularity of the HBO series has made its version of the Iron Throne an icon of the entire media franchise[image: External link].[186][187][188][189]
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George R. R. Martin






George Raymond Richard Martin[3] (born George Raymond Martin; September 20, 1948), often referred to as GRRM,[4] is an American novelist[image: External link] and short-story[image: External link] writer in the fantasy[image: External link], horror[image: External link], and science fiction[image: External link] genres, screenwriter, and television producer. He is best known for his international bestselling series of epic fantasy[image: External link] novels, A Song of Ice and Fire, which was later adapted into the HBO[image: External link] dramatic series Game of Thrones[image: External link].

Martin serves as the series' co-executive producer, and also scripted four episodes of the series. In 2005, Lev Grossman[image: External link] of Time[image: External link] called Martin "the American Tolkien[image: External link]",[5] and the magazine later named him one of the "2011 Time 100[image: External link]", a list of the "most influential people in the world."[6][7]



TOP
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 Early life




George Raymond Martin (he later adopted the confirmation name[image: External link] Richard at 13 years old)[8] was born on September 20, 1948,[9] in Bayonne, New Jersey[image: External link],[10] the son of longshoreman[image: External link] Raymond Collins Martin and his wife Margaret Brady Martin. He has two younger sisters, Darleen and Janet. His father was of half Italian[image: External link] descent, while his mother was of half Irish[image: External link] ancestry.[11] He also has French[image: External link], English[image: External link], Welsh[image: External link] and German[image: External link] roots.[12]

The family first lived in a house on Broadway, belonging to Martin's great-grandmother. In 1953, they moved to a federal housing project[image: External link] near the Bayonne docks.[11] During Martin's childhood, his world consisted predominantly of "First Street to Fifth Street", between his grade school and his home; this limited world made him want to travel and experience other places, but the only way of doing so was through his imagination, so he became a voracious reader.[13] The young Martin began writing and selling monster stories for pennies to other neighborhood children, dramatic readings included. He also wrote stories about a mythical kingdom populated by his pet turtles; the turtles died frequently in their toy castle, so he finally decided they were killing each other off in "sinister plots".[14]

Martin attended Mary Jane Donohoe School and then later Marist High School[image: External link]. While there he became an avid comic-book fan, developing a strong interest in the superheroes being published by Marvel Comics[image: External link].[15] A letter Martin wrote to the editor of Fantastic Four[image: External link] was printed in issue No. 20 (Nov 1963); it was the first of many sent, e.g., FF #32, #34, and others. Fans who read his letters then wrote him letters in turn, and through such contacts, Martin joined the fledgling comics fandom[image: External link] of the era, writing fiction for various fanzines[image: External link];[16] he was the first to register for an early comic book convention[image: External link] held in New York in 1964.[17] In 1965, Martin won comic fandom's Alley Award[image: External link] for Best fan fiction for his prose superhero story "Powerman vs. The Blue Barrier".[18]

In 1970, Martin earned a B.S. in Journalism[image: External link] from Northwestern University[image: External link], Evanston, Illinois[image: External link], graduating summa cum laude[image: External link]; he went on to complete his M.S. in Journalism in 1971, also from Northwestern.[19] Eligible for the draft[image: External link] during the Vietnam War[image: External link], to which he objected[image: External link], Martin applied for and obtained conscientious objector[image: External link] status;[20] he instead did alternative service work for two years (1972–1974) as a VISTA[image: External link] volunteer, attached to the Cook County[image: External link] Legal Assistance Foundation.[19] An expert chess player, he also directed chess tournaments for the Continental Chess Association from 1973 to 1976.[21]
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 Teaching




In the mid-1970s, Martin met English professor George Guthridge[image: External link] from Dubuque, Iowa[image: External link], at a science fiction convention[image: External link] in Milwaukee[image: External link]. Martin persuaded Guthridge (who confesses that at that time he despised science fiction[image: External link] and fantasy) not only to give speculative fiction[image: External link] a second look, but to write in the field himself. (Guthridge has since been a finalist for the Hugo Award and twice for the Nebula Award[image: External link] for science fiction and fantasy. In 1998, he won a Bram Stoker Award[image: External link] for best horror novel.)[citation needed[image: External link]]

In turn, Guthridge helped Martin find a job at Clarke University[image: External link] (then Clarke College). Martin "wasn't making enough money to stay alive", from writing and the chess tournaments, says Guthridge.[22] From 1976 to 1978, Martin was an English and journalism instructor at Clarke, and he became Writer In Residence at the college from 1978 to 1979.[citation needed[image: External link]]

While he enjoyed teaching, the sudden death of friend and fellow author Tom Reamy[image: External link] in late 1977 made Martin reevaluate his own life, and he eventually decided to try to become a full-time writer. He resigned from his job, and being tired of the hard winters in Dubuque, he moved to Santa Fe[image: External link] in 1979.[23]
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 Writing career




Martin began selling science fiction short stories[image: External link] professionally in 1970, at age 21. His first sale was "The Hero", sold to Galaxy[image: External link] magazine and published in its February 1971 issue; other sales soon followed. His first story to be nominated for the Hugo Award[image: External link][24] and Nebula Awards[image: External link] was "With Morning Comes Mistfall[image: External link]", published in 1973 in Analog[image: External link] magazine. In 1975 his story "...for a single yesterday" about a post-apocalyptic timetripper was selected for inclusion in Epoch[image: External link], a science fiction anthology edited by Roger Elwood and Robert Silverberg. His first novel, Dying of the Light[image: External link] was published in 1977.

Martin is a member of the Science Fiction and Fantasy Writers of America[image: External link] (SFWA), Martin became the organization's Southwest Regional Director from 1977 to 1979; he served as its vice-president from 1996 to 1998.[citation needed[image: External link]] In 1976, for Kansas City's MidAmeriCon[image: External link], the 34th World Science Fiction Convention[image: External link] ( Worldcon[image: External link]), Martin and his friend and fellow writer-editor Gardner Dozois[image: External link] conceived of and organized the first Hugo Losers' Party for the benefit of all past and present Hugo-losing writers, their friends and families, the evening following the convention's Hugo Awards ceremony. Martin was nominated for two Hugos that year but lost both awards, for the novelette "...and Seven Times Never Kill Man" and the novella The Storms of Windhaven, co-written with Lisa Tuttle[image: External link].[25] The Hugo Losers' Party became an annual Worldcon event thereafter, and its formal title later changed.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Although Martin often writes fantasy or horror, a number of his earlier works are science fiction tales occurring in a loosely defined future history[image: External link], known informally as "The Thousand Worlds" or "The Manrealm". He has also written at least one piece of political-military fiction, "Night of the Vampyres", collected in Harry Turtledove[image: External link]'s anthology The Best Military Science Fiction of the 20th Century (2001).[26]

In 1983, Martin published a vampire novel titled Fevre Dream[image: External link] set in the 19th century on the Mississippi River. Unlike traditional vampire novels, in Fevre Dream vampires are not supernatural creatures, but are rather a different species related to humans created by evolution with superhuman powers. Critic Don D'Amassa has praised Fevre Dream for its strong 19th century atmosphere and wrote: "This is without question one of the greatest vampire novels of all time".[27] Martin followed up Fevre Dream with another horror novel, The Armageddon Rag. The unexpected commercial failure of The Armageddon Rag[image: External link] (1984), "essentially destroyed my career as a novelist at the time", he recalled. However, that failure led him to seek a career in television[14] after a Hollywood option on that novel led to him being hired, first as a staff writer and then as an Executive Story Consultant, for the revival of the Twilight Zone[image: External link]. After the CBS[image: External link] series was cancelled, Martin migrated over to the already-underway satirical science fiction series Max Headroom[image: External link]. He worked on scripts and created the show's "Ped Xing" character. However, before his scripts could go into production, the ABC[image: External link] show was cancelled in the middle of its second season. Martin was then hired as a writer-producer on the new dramatic fantasy series Beauty and the Beast[image: External link]; in 1989, he became the show's co-supervising producer and wrote 14 of its episodes.[28]

In 1987, Martin published a collection of short horror stories in Portraits of His Children. During this same period, Martin continued working in print media as a book-series editor, this time overseeing the development of the multi-author Wild Cards[image: External link] book series, which takes place in a shared universe[image: External link] in which a small slice of post–World War II[image: External link] humanity gains superpowers after the release of an alien-engineered virus; new titles are still being published in the ongoing series from Tor Books[image: External link]. In Second Person, Martin "gives a personal account of the close-knit role-playing game[image: External link] (RPG) culture that gave rise to his Wild Cards shared-world anthologies".[29] An important element in the creation of the multiple author series was a campaign of Chaosium[image: External link]'s role-playing game Superworld[image: External link] (1983) that Martin ran in Albuquerque[image: External link].[30] Admitting he became completely obsessed with the game, he stopped writing literature for about a year, but his shrinking bank accounts made him realize he had to come up with something, and got the idea that perhaps the stories and characters created in Superworld could somehow become profitable.[31] Martin's own contributions to Wild Cards have included Thomas Tudbury, "The Great and Powerful Turtle[image: External link]", a powerful psychokinetic[image: External link] whose flying "shell" consisted of an armored VW Beetle[image: External link]. As of June 2011, 21 Wild Cards volumes had been published in the series; earlier that same year, Martin signed the contract for the 22nd volume, Low Ball (2014), published by Tor Books[image: External link]. In early 2012, Martin signed another Tor contract for the 23rd Wild Cards volume, High Stakes, which was released in August 2016.[32]

In August 2016 Martin announced that Universal Cable Productions[image: External link] had acquired the rights to adapt the Wild Cards novels into a television series.[33]

Martin's novella Nightflyers[image: External link] (1980) was adapted into a 1987 feature film of the same name. He was unhappy about having to cut plot elements for the screenplay's scenario in order to accommodate the film's small budget.[34]
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 A Song of Ice and Fire




Main article: A Song of Ice and Fire


In 1991, Martin briefly returned to writing novels and began what would eventually turn into his epic fantasy series: A Song of Ice and Fire, which was inspired by the Wars of the Roses[image: External link] and Ivanhoe[image: External link]. Martin originally conceptualised it as being three volumes.[35] It is currently intended to comprise seven volumes. The first, A Game of Thrones, was published in 1996. In November 2005, A Feast for Crows, the fourth novel in this series, became The New York Times[image: External link] No. 1 Bestseller[36] and also achieved No. 1 ranking on The Wall Street Journal[image: External link] bestseller list.[citation needed[image: External link]] In addition, in September 2006, A Feast for Crows was nominated for both a Quill Award[image: External link] and the British Fantasy Award[image: External link].[37][not in citation given[image: External link]] The fifth book, A Dance with Dragons, was published July 12, 2011, and quickly became an international bestseller, including achieving a No. 1 spot on the New York Times Bestseller List[38] and many others; it remained on the New York Times list for 88 weeks. The series has received praise from authors, readers, and critics alike. In 2012, A Dance With Dragons made the final ballot for science fiction and fantasy's Hugo Award,[39] World Fantasy Award,[40] Locus Poll Award, and the British Fantasy Award;[41] the novel went on to win the Locus Poll Award for Best Fantasy Novel.[42] Two more novels are planned and still being written in the series: The Winds of Winter and the final volume A Dream of Spring[image: External link].
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 HBO adaptation




For more details on this topic, see Game of Thrones[image: External link].

HBO[image: External link] Productions purchased the television rights for the entire A Song of Ice and Fire series in 2007 and began airing the fantasy series on their US premium cable channel on April 17, 2011. Titled Game of Thrones[image: External link], it ran weekly for ten episodes, each approximately an hour long.[43] Although busy completing A Dance With Dragons and other projects, George R. R. Martin was heavily involved in the production of the television series adaptation of his books. Martin's involvement included the selection of a production team and participation in scriptwriting; the opening credits list him as a co-executive producer of the series. The series was renewed shortly after the first episode aired.

The first season was nominated for 13 Emmy Awards[image: External link], ultimately winning two: one for its opening title credits, and one for Peter Dinklage[image: External link] as Best Supporting Actor.

The first season was also nominated for a 2012 Hugo Award, fantasy and science fiction's oldest award, presented by the World Science Fiction Society[image: External link] each year at the annual Worldcon[image: External link]; the show went on to win the 2012 Hugo for Best Dramatic Presentation, Long Form, at Chicon 7[image: External link], the 70th World Science Fiction Convention[image: External link], in Chicago, Illinois[image: External link]. Martin took home one of the three Hugo Award trophies awarded in that collaborative category, the other two going to Game of Thrones showrunners David Benioff and D. B. Weiss[image: External link].

The second season, based on the second A Song of Ice and Fire novel A Clash of Kings, began airing on HBO in the US on April 1, 2012. The second season was nominated for 12 Emmy Awards, including another Supporting Actor nomination for Dinklage. It went on to win six of those Emmys in the Technical Arts categories, which were awarded the week before the regular televised 2012 awards show. The second-season episode "Blackwater", written by George R.R. Martin, was nominated the following year for the 2013 Hugo Award in the Best Dramatic Presentation, Short Form category; that episode went on to win the Hugo Award at LoneStarCon 3, the 71st World Science Fiction Convention[image: External link], in San Antonio, Texas[image: External link]. In addition to Martin, showrunners Benioff and Weiss (who contributed several scenes to the final screenplay) and episode director Neil Marshal (who expanded the scope of the episode on set) received Hugo statuettes.

Seasons 5 and 6 each won a dozen Emmy Awards[image: External link], including Outstanding Drama Series.[44]

By the end of 2016, all seasons up to season 6[image: External link] (which premiered on April 24, 2016) had been aired on HBO and all seasons had been released on DVD and/or Blu-Ray[45] for home viewing (see List of Game of Thrones episodes). The company confirmed on July 18, 2016 that season 7 would consist of seven episodes instead of the usual ten, and would premiere later than usual, in mid-2017, because of the later filming schedule. This was necessary in order to be shooting during the winter season in Europe.[46] Season 7 was expected to air in mid 2017. The first footage from the season was revealed in a new promotional video that featured clips from its new and returning original shows for the coming year on November 28, 2016, showcasing Jon Snow, Sansa Stark and Arya Stark.[47][48] Like the previous season, it will largely consist of original content currently not found in Martin's A Song of Ice and Fire series, but also adapts material from the upcoming sixth and seventh novels: The Winds of Winter and A Dream of Spring.[49]

HBO confirmed that season 8 has been ordered and that it would be the last of the series; it will be aired in 2018.[50] In November 2016, President of Programming Casey Bloys indicated that he had had preliminary discussions about a prequel spinoff to the Game of Thrones series with Martin.[51] HBO CEO Richard Plepler commented in December 2016 that a spinoff "would be exciting" but was somewhat non committal in that respect. "Right now we’re focused on finishing the series ... We’re going to do that while at the same time parallel processing very embryonic stages of other possibilities," he told The Hollywood Reporter[image: External link].[52]
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Martin's work has been described by the Los Angeles Times as having "complex story lines, fascinating characters, great dialogue, perfect pacing".[53] While the New York Times sees it as "fantasy for grown ups",[54] others feel it is dark and cynical.[55] Martin's first novel, Dying of the Light[image: External link], set the tone for some of his future work; it unfolds on a mostly abandoned planet that is slowly becoming uninhabitable as it moves away from its sun. This story has a strong sense of melancholy[image: External link]. His characters are often unhappy or, at least, unsatisfied, in many cases holding on to idealisms[image: External link] in spite of an otherwise chaotic and ruthless world, and often troubled by their own self-seeking or violent actions, even as they undertake them. Many have elements of tragic heroes[image: External link] or antiheroes[image: External link] in them; reviewer T. M. Wagner writes: "Let it never be said Martin doesn't share Shakespeare's fondness for the senselessly tragic."[56]

The overall gloominess of A Song of Ice and Fire can be an obstacle for some readers; the Inchoatus Group writes that, "If this absence of joy is going to trouble you, or you're looking for something more affirming, then you should probably seek elsewhere."[57] However, for many fans, it is precisely this level of "realness" and "completeness"–including many characters' imperfections, moral and ethical ambiguity, and (often sudden) consequential plot twists–[image: External link]that is endearing about Martin's work. Many find that this is what makes the series' story arcs compelling enough to keep following despite its sheer brutality and intricately messy and interwoven plotlines; as TM Wagner points out:


There's great tragedy here, but there's also excitement, humor, heroism even in weaklings, nobility even in villains, and, now and then, a taste of justice after all. It's a rare gift when a writer can invest his story with that much humanity.[56]



Martin's characters are multifaceted, each with intricate pasts, aspirations, and ambitions. Publishers Weekly writes of his ongoing epic fantasy A Song of Ice and Fire: "The complexity of characters such as Daenerys, Arya and the Kingslayer will keep readers turning even the vast number of pages contained in this volume, for the author, like Tolkien[image: External link] or Jordan[image: External link], makes us care about their fates."[58] Misfortune, injury, and death (including false death and reanimation) often befall major or minor characters, no matter how attached the reader has become. Martin has described his penchant for killing off important characters as being necessary for the story's depth: "when my characters are in danger, I want you to be afraid to turn the page, (so) you need to show right from the beginning that you're playing for keeps".[59]

In distinguishing his work from others, Martin makes a point of emphasizing realism and plausible social dynamics above an over-reliance on magic and a simplistic "good versus evil[image: External link]" dichotomy, which contemporary fantasy writing is often criticized for. Notably, Martin's work makes a sharp departure from the prevalent "heroic knights and chivalry" schema that has become a mainstay in fantasy as derived from The Lord of the Rings[image: External link] series of J.R.R. Tolkien[image: External link]. He specifically critiques the oversimplification of Tolkien's themes and devices by imitators in ways that he has humorously described as "Disneyland Middle Ages",[60] which gloss over or even ignore major differences between medieval and modern societies, particularly social structures, ways of living, and political arrangements. Martin has been described as "the American Tolkien" by literary critics.[61] While Martin finds inspiration in Tolkien's legacy,[62] he aims to go beyond what he sees as Tolkien's "medieval philosophy" of "if the king was a good man, the land would prosper" to delve into the complexities, ambiguities, and vagaries of real-life power: "We look at real history and it's not that simple ... Just having good intentions doesn't make you a wise king."[63]

The author makes a point of grounding his work on a foundation of historical fiction[image: External link], which he channels to evoke important social and political elements of primarily the European medieval era[image: External link] that differ markedly from elements of modern times, including the multigenerational, rigid, and often brutally consequential nature of the hierarchical class system[image: External link] of feudal societies[image: External link][64] that is in many cases overlooked in fantasy writing. Even as A Song of Ice and Fire is a fantasy series that employs magic and the surreal as central to the genre, Martin is keen to ensure that magic is merely one element of many that moves his work forward,[65] not a generic deus ex machina[image: External link] that is itself the focus of his stories, which is something he has been very conscious about since reading Tolkien; "If you look at The Lord of the Rings, what strikes you, it certainly struck me, is that although the world is infused with this great sense of magic, there is very little onstage magic. So you have a sense of magic, but it's kept under very tight control, and I really took that to heart when I was starting my own series."[66] Martin's ultimate aim is an exploration of the internal conflicts[image: External link] that define the human condition[image: External link], which, in deriving inspiration from William Faulkner[image: External link],[67] he ultimately describes as the only reason to read any literature, regardless of genre.[68]
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 Blog




Martin actively contributes to his blog, Not a Blog. He still does all his "writing on an old DOS[image: External link] machine running Wordstar 4.0[image: External link]".[69]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Conventions




Martin is known for his regular attendance through the decades at science fiction conventions[image: External link] and comics conventions, and his accessibility to fans. In the early 1980s, critic and writer Thomas Disch[image: External link] identified Martin as a member of the "Labor Day Group", writers who regularly congregated at the annual Worldcon[image: External link],[70] usually held on or around the Labor Day[image: External link] weekend. Since the early 1970s, he has also attended regional science fiction conventions, and since 1986 Martin has participated annually in Albuquerque[image: External link]'s smaller regional convention Bubonicon[image: External link], near his New Mexico[image: External link] home.[71] He was the Guest of Honor at the 61st World Science Fiction Convention[image: External link] in Toronto, held in 2003.[72][73]

In December 2016, Martin was a key speaker at the Guadalajara International Book Fair 2016 in Mexico where the author provided hints about the next two books in the series A Song of Ice and Fire. [74]
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 Fan club




Martin's official fan club is the "Brotherhood Without Banners", which has a regular posting board at the Forum of the website westeros.org, which is focused on his A Song of Ice and Fire fantasy series. At the annual World Science Fiction Convention every year, the BWB hosts a large, on-going hospitality suite that is open to all members of the Worldcon;[75] their suite frequently wins by popular vote the convention's best party award.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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Martin has been criticized by some of his readers for the long periods between books in the Ice and Fire series, notably the six-year gap between the fourth volume, A Feast for Crows (2005), and the fifth volume, A Dance with Dragons (2011).[76][77] The previous year, in 2010, Martin had responded to fan criticisms by saying he was unwilling to write only his Ice and Fire series, noting that working on other prose and compiling and editing different book projects have always been part of his working process.[78] Writer Neil Gaiman[image: External link] famously wrote on his blog in 2009 to a critic of Martin's pace, "George R. R. Martin is not your bitch." Gaiman later went on to state that writers are not machines and that they have every right to work on other projects if they want to.[79]

In 2015, Timothy D. O'Hara, one of the world's leading authorities on brittle stars[image: External link], and a fan of Martin, named a newly found brittle star Ophiohamus georgemartini because it reminded him of the thorny crown on the cover of A Clash of Kings.[80][81][82]
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 Fan fiction




Martin is opposed to fan fiction[image: External link], which he views as copyright infringement and a bad exercise for aspiring writers in terms of developing skills in world-building and character development.[83][84]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Personal life




In the early 1970s, Martin was in a relationship with fellow science-fiction/fantasy author Lisa Tuttle[image: External link],[85] with whom he co-wrote Windhaven[image: External link].

While attending an East Coast science fiction convention he met his first wife, Gale Burnick; they were married in 1975, but the marriage ended in divorce, without issue, in 1979.[86] On February 15, 2011, Martin married his longtime partner Parris McBride during a small ceremony at their Santa Fe[image: External link] home. On August 19, 2011, they held a larger wedding ceremony and reception at Renovation, the 69th World Science Fiction Convention[image: External link], in Reno, Nevada[image: External link].[87]

He and his wife Parris are supporters of the Wild Spirit Wolf Sanctuary[image: External link] in New Mexico.[88] In early 2013, he purchased Santa Fe's Jean Cocteau Cinema[image: External link] and Coffee House, which had been closed since 2006. He had the property completely restored, including both its original 35 mm capability to which was added digital projection and sound; the Cocteau officially reopened for business on August 9, 2013.[89] Martin has also supported Meow Wolf[image: External link], an arts collective in Santa Fe, having pledged $2.7 million towards a new art-space in January 2015.[90][91]

In response to a question on his religious views, Martin replied: "I suppose I'm a lapsed Catholic[image: External link]. You would consider me an atheist[image: External link] or agnostic[image: External link]. I find religion and spirituality fascinating. I would like to believe this isn't the end and there's something more, but I can't convince the rational part of me that makes any sense whatsoever."[92]

Martin is a fan of the New York Jets[image: External link][93] and the New York Mets[image: External link].[94] He is also a fan of the Grateful Dead[image: External link], and says that the Dead's music may have influenced his work.[95]

Martin made a guest appearance as himself in an episode, "El Skeletorito", of the Adult Swim[image: External link] show Robot Chicken[image: External link].[96] He also appeared in SyFy[image: External link]'s Z Nation[image: External link] as a zombie version of himself in season two's "The Collector",[citation needed[image: External link]] where he is still signing copies of his new novel.[97] He also appeared in the documentary Atari: Game Over[image: External link].
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In 2014, Martin launched a high-profile campaign on Prizeo[image: External link] to raise funds for two charities: Wild Spirit Wolf Sanctuary[image: External link] and the Food Depot of Santa Fe. As part of the campaign, Martin offered one donor the chance to accompany him on a trip to the wolf sanctuary, including a helicopter ride and dinner. Martin also offered those donating $20,000 or more the opportunity to have a character named after them in an upcoming A Song Of Ice And Fire novel and "killed off". The campaign garnered significant media attention and raised a total of $502,549.[98][99]
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Growing up, Martin avoided the draft to the Vietnam War by being a conscientious objector[image: External link] and did two years of alternative service. He generally opposed the war and thought it was a "terrible mistake for America." He also opposes the idea of the glory of war and tries to realistically describe war in his books.[100]

In 2014, Martin endorsed Senator Tom Udall[image: External link].[101]

In the midst of pressure to pull the 2014 feature film The Interview[image: External link] from theatres, the Jean Cocteau Theatre in Santa Fe, New Mexico[image: External link], which has been owned by Martin since 2013, decided to show the film. Theatre manager Jon Bowman told the Santa Fe New Mexican: "As a movie theater, we are not just involved in the entertainment business. We are involved in the First Amendment[image: External link] business, protecting our freedoms".[102]

On November 20, 2015, writing on his LiveJournal[image: External link], Martin advocated for allowing Syrian refugees[image: External link] into the United States.[103] He supported Hillary Clinton[image: External link] in the 2016 United States presidential election[image: External link],[104] and criticized Donald Trump[image: External link] following her defeat in the election.[105][106]
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 Awards





	1975 Hugo Award[image: External link] for Best Novella[image: External link] for "A Song for Lya[image: External link]" [107]


	1979 Nebula Award[image: External link] for Best Novelette[image: External link] for "Sandkings" (This is Martin's only story to win both a Hugo and a Nebula.)[108]


	1980 Hugo Award for Best Novelette[image: External link] for " Sandkings[image: External link]" [109]


	1980 Hugo Award for Best Short Story[image: External link] for "The Way of Cross and Dragon[image: External link]" [109]


	1985 Nebula Award for Best Novelette for "Portraits of His Children" [108]


	1988 Bram Stoker Award[image: External link] for Long Fiction[image: External link] for "The Pear-Shaped Man"

	1989 World Fantasy Award[image: External link] for Best Novella[image: External link] for "The Skin Trade[image: External link]"

	1997 Hugo Award for Best Novella for "Blood of the Dragon" [110]


	2003 Premio Ignotus[image: External link] for Best Foreign Novel for A Game of Thrones


	2004 Premio Ignotus for Best Foreign Novel for A Clash of Kings


	2003 Locus Award[image: External link] for Best Fantasy Novel for A Storm of Swords


	2006 Premio Ignotus for Best Foreign Novel for A Storm of Swords


	2011 Locus Award for Best Original Anthology for Warriors[image: External link] (co-edited with Gardner Dozois[image: External link])

	Declared by Time[image: External link] "One of the Most Influential People of 2011"[6]


	2012 Locus Award for Best Fantasy Novel for A Dance with Dragons


	2012 Hugo Award for Best Dramatic Presentation[image: External link], Long Form for Game of Thrones, Season 1 (co-executive producer)[111]


	2012 World Fantasy Award for Life Achievement[image: External link]


	2013 Hugo Award for Best Dramatic Presentation, Short Form for Game of Thrones, Season 2, Episode 9, "Blackwater" (screenwriter)[112]


	2014 Locus Award for Best Original Anthology for Old Mars[image: External link] (co-edited with Gardner Dozois)[113]


	2015 Primetime Emmy Award for Outstanding Drama Series - Game of Thrones, Season 5 (co-executive producer)

	2015 Northwestern University[image: External link] Medill[image: External link] Hall of Achievement Award[114]


	2016 Primetime Emmy Award for Outstanding Drama Series - Game of Thrones, Season 6 (co-executive producer)




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Nominations





	1988 Primetime Emmy Award for Outstanding Drama Series for Beauty and the Beast (as producer)

	1989 Primetime Emmy Award for Outstanding Drama Series for Beauty and the Beast (as producer)

	2011 Primetime Emmy Award for Outstanding Drama Series for Game of Thrones, Season 1 (co-executive producer)

	2012 Primetime Emmy Award for Outstanding Drama Series for Game of Thrones, Season 2 (co-executive producer)

	2013 Primetime Emmy Award for Outstanding Drama Series for Game of Thrones, Season 3 (co-executive producer)

	2014 Primetime Emmy Award for Outstanding Drama Series for Game of Thrones, Season 4 (co-executive producer)

	2016 Primetime Emmy Award for Outstanding Drama Series for Game of Thrones, Season 6 (co-executive producer)

	1997 Nebula Award for Best Novel for A Game of Thrones[115]


	1999 Nebula Award for Best Novel for A Clash of Kings


	2001 Nebula Award for Best Novel for A Storm of Swords


	2001 Hugo Award for Best Novel for A Storm of Swords[116]


	2006 Hugo Award for Best Novel for A Feast for Crows [117]


	2006 Quill Award[image: External link] for A Feast for Crows


	
British Fantasy Award[image: External link] for A Feast for Crows


	2012 Hugo Award for Best Novel for A Dance with Dragons[118]
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Iron Throne (A Song of Ice and Fire)






The Iron Throne is a metonym[image: External link] for the fictional monarchy[image: External link] of Westeros as well as the physical throne[image: External link] of its monarch in the A Song of Ice and Fire series of fantasy novels by George R. R. Martin. The success of the HBO[image: External link] television adaptation Game of Thrones[image: External link] has made the show's version of the royal seat an icon[image: External link] of the entire media franchise[image: External link].[1][2][3][4] Martin said himself in 2013, "Say 'Game of Thrones,' and people think of the HBO Iron Throne."[2]

Martin called the depiction of the throne in his 2014 A Song of Ice and Fire companion book The World of Ice & Fire "absolutely right".[1] He has noted repeatedly that none of the previous media representations of the throne — including books, games and the TV series — closely resemble what he had in mind when writing his novels.[1][2][3][4]



TOP
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 A Song of Ice and Fire




In the series, the Iron Throne is both a physical seat of office as well as a metonym for the monarchy of Westeros. Martin establishes in A Game of Thrones (1996) that after seizing control of six of the Seven Kingdoms, Targaryen[image: External link] ruler Aegon the Conqueror[image: External link] had made a throne for himself from the swords of his vanquished enemies, fused by dragonfire. Aegon had established King's Landing[image: External link] as the royal capital, and the Iron Throne itself sits in the Red Keep. Martin writes that according to legend, Aegon kept the blades sharp so that no ruler should ever sit comfortably. Centuries later, kings still cut themselves on the throne; and it is a common belief that such rulers are therefore unfit to rule.
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 Description




Purportedly made from a thousand swords and knives, the Iron Throne is a massive and asymmetrical tangle of jagged and twisted blades, in which reclining is impossible.


Have you ever seen the Iron Throne? The barbs along the back, the ribbons of twisted steel, the jagged ends of swords and knives all tangled up and melted? It is not a comfortable seat, ser. Aerys cut himself so often men took to calling him King Scab, and Maegor the Cruel was murdered in that chair. By that chair, to hear some tell it. It is not a seat where a man can rest at ease. Ofttimes I wonder why my brothers wanted it so desperately. – Stannis Baratheon, A Storm of Swords (2000)[5]



Martin commented in 2014:


I said repeatedly the Iron Throne is huge. It towers over the room like a great beast. And it's ugly. It's asymmetric. It's put together by blacksmiths not by craftsmen and experts in furniture manufacturing. You have to walk the iron steps, and when a king sits on it he's like 10 feet above everybody else ... He's in this raised position looking down on everyone.[1]
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 Depictions




The Iron Throne has been depicted in comic books[image: External link], in games, and on book covers, but Martin has noted repeatedly that none of these representations coincided with what he imagined:[1][2]


A dozen different artists have done versions of the Iron Throne over the years. Some have been very striking, some less so, but none of them have ever been quite RIGHT. Their versions never quite matched what I saw in my mind's eye.[2]



To Martin, the attempt closest to his vision was by French artist Marc Simonetti, for a Mexican edition of 1996's A Game of Thrones.[1][2][4][6][7] The author subsequently worked with Simonetti to get an image the author calls "absolutely right".[1] This depiction appears in Martin's 2014 companion book The World of Ice & Fire.[1][2][3] He noted, "From now on, THIS will be the reference I give to every other artist tackling a throne room scene."[2][3][8] Martin said of the image:


This Iron Throne is massive. Ugly. Asymetric. It's a throne made by blacksmiths hammering together half-melted, broken, twisted swords, wrenched from the hands of dead men or yielded up by defeated foes ... a symbol of conquest ... it has the steps I describe, and the height. From on top, the king dominates the throne room. And there are thousands of swords in it, not just a few. This Iron Throne is scary. And not at all a comfortable seat, just as Aegon intended.[2][4][8]



The various depictions of the throne include:


	
The Art of George R. R. Martin's A Song of Ice and Fire[image: External link] (2005); Title page by Michael Komarck[image: External link] (Jaime Lannister on the Iron Throne)[9][10]


	
A Game of Thrones (2014); Cover by Marc Simonetti (Random House[image: External link] México, ISBN 978-607-31-2366-2[image: External link])[6][7]


	
The World of Ice & Fire (2014); "The Targaryen Kings", art by Marc Simonetti[1][11]


	
A Game of Thrones: Genesis video game (2011); Box cover by Marc Simonetti

	
A Game of Thrones: The Card Game[image: External link]; "The Price of Nobility" card (2009), art by Alex Aparin (Return of the Others set)[12][13]


	
A Game of Thrones: The Card Game; "Aegon's Legacy" card (2009), art by Veronica V. Jones[image: External link] (Secrets and Spies set)[14][15]


	
A Game of Thrones: The Card Game; "Robert Baratheon" card (2009), art by Chris Dien (Kings of the Sea set)[16][17]


	
A Game of Thrones: The Card Game; "Robert Baratheon" card (2010), art by Tiziano Baracchi (Kings of the Storm set)[18][19]


	
A Game of Thrones: The Card Game; "Oath of Fealty" card (2011), art by Magali Villeneuve (Where Loyalty Lies set)[20][21]


	
A Game of Thrones: The Card Game; "Cersei Lannister" card (2011), art by Magali Villeneuve (Lions of the Rock set)[22][23]


	
A Game of Thrones: The Card Game; "Varys" card (2011), art by Mike Capprotti (The Grand Melee set)[24][25]


	
A Game of Thrones: The Card Game; "Sitting the Iron Throne" card (2012), art by Alexandre Dainche (A Turn of the Tide set)[26][27]


	
A Game of Thrones: The Card Game; "Robert Baratheon" card (2014), art by Niten (A Dire Message set)[28][29]
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 Television adaptation




The HBO[image: External link] television adaptation of the series, Game of Thrones[image: External link], premiered in 2011. The show's popularity has made its version of the Iron Throne an icon[image: External link] of the entire media franchise[image: External link].[1][2][3][4] It has been parodied in magazines and used in merchandising.[1][3] Several "promotional thrones" travel the world with show-sponsored exhibits and for fan events.[1][2][30] In June 2014, Queen Elizabeth II[image: External link] visited the Belfast[image: External link] set of Game of Thrones and was photographed examining the Iron Throne set piece from the series, though she declined to sit on it.[31][32][33][34]

Though Martin had previously stated that the HBO version of the Iron Throne did not match his idea of how it should appear ideally, in 2013 he called its design "terrific" and claimed to own all of the merchandised replicas.[2][8] He added:


I'm a realist about these things, and I know perfectly well that for millions of television viewers worldwide, the HBO Iron Throne is THE Iron Throne, and always will be. It turns up everywhere, on book covers, on magazines, in places that have no connection to the show. Say "GAME OF THRONES," and people think of the HBO Iron Throne.[2]



Of the feasibility of recreating the throne as depicted in The World of Ice & Fire, Martin said in October 2014:


Now, you can’t do this in the TV show. It’s not something I criticize HBO for. The thrones they have are enormously large and cumbersome to move and expensive to build. To build this monstrosity, would blow the budget of an entire episode, and it wouldn’t fit in the set. Our program is in the Paint Hall in Belfast in Northern Ireland. The Paint Hall is the largest sound stage in Europe. It [was] originally part of the old Portland Wolff shipyard where they built the Titanic. We’ve divided it into a number of pods, and our throne room is in one of them. It’s a very large set, but it’s not large enough.[1]



The image of Sean Bean as Ned Stark sitting in the Iron Throne is featured on the covers of the 2011 Season 1[image: External link] DVD[image: External link] and Blu-ray Disc[image: External link] sets, released in March 2012.[35][36]
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 Merchandising




HBO has licensed the likeness of its Iron Throne for merchandising since the show's premiere, including T-shirts and small replicas of varying sizes.[1][2][3] In June 2012 the network began selling custom made, life size replicas of its Iron Throne for $30,000.[1][3][37][38][39] HBO even partnered with Brewery Ommegang[image: External link] to produce Iron Throne Blonde Ale, released in March 2013.[40]

The officially licensed merchandise includes:


	
Game of Thrones 7' 2" Iron Throne Replica[1][37][38][39]


	
Game of Thrones 14" Iron Throne Replica by ThinkGeek[image: External link][41]


	
Game of Thrones 7" Iron Throne Replica by Dark Horse[image: External link]/Gentle Giant Studios[42]


	
Game of Thrones Iron Throne Room Construction Set by McFarlane Toys[image: External link][43]


	
Game of Thrones Iron Throne Bookend (7.5")[44]


	
Game of Thrones Iron Throne Ornament (4.25")[45]


	
Game of Thrones Iron Throne Stocking Holder (5.5")[46][47]


	
Game of Thrones Iron Throne Blonde Ale from Brewery Ommegang[image: External link][40]


	Various T-shirts[3]
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Ned Stark






Eddard "Ned" Stark is a fictional character[image: External link] in the first book of George R. R. Martin's A Song of Ice and Fire series of fantasy novels and the first season of its television adaptation[image: External link]. Introduced in 1996's A Game of Thrones, Ned is the honorable lord of Winterfell[image: External link], an ancient fortress in the North[image: External link] of the fictional continent of Westeros. Though the character is established as a primary character in the novel and the TV adaptation, Martin's plot twist at the end involving Ned shocked both readers of the book and viewers of the TV series.[1][2]

Ned is portrayed by Sean Bean in the first season of HBO[image: External link]'s adaptation of the series, Game of Thrones[image: External link],[3][4] and as a child and young man by Sebastian Croft[image: External link] and Robert Aramayo[image: External link] respectively in the sixth season. Bean was nominated for a Saturn Award[image: External link] for Best Actor on Television[image: External link] and a Scream Award for Best Fantasy Actor[image: External link] for the role. He and the rest of the cast were nominated for Screen Actors Guild Awards[image: External link] for Outstanding Performance by an Ensemble in a Drama Series[image: External link] in 2011.
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 Description




In A Game of Thrones (1996), Ned Stark is introduced as the virtuous and honorable patriarch of House Stark[image: External link] and the father of six children. The moral compass of the story, he is content to remain far from courtly intrigues[5] and is unwavering in his view of loyalty and honor.[6] His family name, Stark, serves as an indication of his resistance to moral compromise, but his boundaries are increasingly tested over the course of the novel.[6] Finding himself a key player in the escalating political intrigue of King's Landing[image: External link], Ned struggles as his own sense of honor draws him into corrupt goings-on at court.[5][6] As the story progresses, he begins to see the importance of moral and practical compromises to achieve a just end, and is ultimately forced to choose between the safety of his family and doing what is right.[7]

Sean Bean said of the character, "he’s a good man trying to do his best in the middle of this corruption, he’s a fish out of water, he’s used to being up north in Winterfell where people are pretty straight and pragmatic, and he comes down to a place where people are playing games and backstabbing … he’s a principled man who tries to hold things together. This is a journey that he makes where ultimately his loyalty causes his downfall."[8]
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 Development and overview




Publishers Weekly[image: External link] noted in 1996 that, despite the honest Ned Stark's intervention in court politics, "no amount of heroism or good intentions can keep the realm under control."[9] From his very first introduction, Ned is portrayed as a noble hero and set up to be the heart of the story. With fifteen chapters devoted to his point of view[image: External link], more than any single character in the novel, he is presented as a primary character in the series, and the main storyline of A Game of Thrones, the drama in King's Landing, is told entirely from his perspective. In the London Review of Books[image: External link], John Lanchester writes that everything about Ned is designed to gain audience sympathy, from his strong sense of honor and moral compass to his compassion towards his wife and children.[10] Readers are led to believe that Ned will be the main character of the series, but ultimately he is, from a literary perspective, a classic decoy protagonist[image: External link]. After struggling to keep himself and the kingdom on a moral path for the entire novel, the only option that remains to save his family is to put aside his honor; he does it, but is betrayed anyway.[7][11] Calling Ned's execution "shocking", The New York Times[image: External link] noted in 2011 that the novel was "famous for dispatching a thoroughly admirable major character with whom readers have been identifying for most of the book."[1] In an interview for Entertainment Weekly, author George R. R. Martin commented on this misdirection:


I knew it almost from the beginning. Not the first day, but very soon. I’ve said in many interviews that I like my fiction to be unpredictable. I like there to be considerable suspense. I killed Ned in the first book and it shocked a lot of people. I killed Ned because everybody thinks he’s the hero and that, sure, he’s going to get into trouble, but then he’ll somehow get out of it.[12]



David Benioff, executive producer and writer of the HBO adaptation, told Entertainment Weekly that when he read the novel:


I was in shock. From your training in seeing so many movies and reading books, you know your hero is going to be saved … Someone has something planned, because they’re not really going to chop off his head — right up until the moment when they chopped off his head. I was shocked, and then admiring of George’s ruthlessness. It’s a tough thing to build up a character and make somebody as memorable and impressive as Ned and then get rid of him. But at the same time it leads to a story that is so much more suspenseful because you truly have no idea what is going to happen and who is going to survive.[13]



In a review of the Game of Thrones TV episode "Baelor", James Poniewozik[image: External link] wrote in Time[image: External link] that "the execution of Eddard Stark is crucial to the story and its themes and everything that follows, but it’s also a meta-message to the reader: don’t take anything for granted here."[11] James Hibberd of Entertainment Weekly stated that tricking the audience into thinking Ned is the hero and then killing him makes the series' story better.[7] Writing that "the big twist here isn't that Ned Stark dies, but who the true protagonists of Game of Thrones are," Hibberd pointed out that the series' focus proves to be the "new generation" of leaders, in particular the Stark children but also Daenerys and even Tyrion.[14] He noted:


Ned Stark doesn't die in vain … It takes the Stark kids — who are all too young to face these responsibilities — and thrusts them into a struggle where they're forced to quickly grow as characters. Martin busts many cliches in his writing, but this move is traditional Heroes Journey stuff if you consider the kids to be the true protagonists of this story — only by sacrificing the fatherly mentor figure can our heroes come into their own.[14]
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 Storylines
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 Background




As established in A Game of Thrones, Eddard "Ned" Stark is the second son of Rickard Stark, the Lord of Winterfell[image: External link]. Years before the events of the novel, the quiet and shy young Ned is fostered[image: External link] in the Vale[image: External link] by Jon Arryn. During this time Ned becomes close friends with Robert Baratheon, heir to the Stormlands[image: External link] and another ward of Arryn's. Robert is eventually betrothed to Ned's sister Lyanna[image: External link], but before he can marry her, Crown Prince Rhaegar Targaryen[image: External link] (who is already married and has two young children) absconds with Lyanna. Ned's father and older brother Brandon go to King Aerys II Targaryen[image: External link] and demand that Lyanna be freed; the so-called "Mad King" executes both Rickard and Brandon, convinced that the Starks seek to usurp him. Ned, Robert and Arryn then rise in revolt, securing the support of House Tully[image: External link] with Ned marrying Catelyn Tully[image: External link]. Ned leaves for war the next morning.

At the decisive Battle of the Trident, Robert manages to kill Prince Rhaegar and scatter the Targaryen army. Robert is injured in the battle, so Ned takes command and marches on the capital. In King's Landing[image: External link], Ned finds that House Lannister[image: External link] has — through treachery — already sacked the city, and murdered Aerys and the royal family. Disgusted by the dishonorable massacre, Ned departs to lift the siege of the Baratheon[image: External link] stronghold Storm's End[image: External link], and later attempts to rescue Lyanna but finds his sister dying; her last words are "Promise me Ned." Ned returns to Winterfell with his bastard son Jon Snow in tow; meanwhile Catelyn has delivered their son and Ned's heir, Robb, conceived on their wedding night.

Six years after the end of Robert's Rebellion, Balon Greyjoy[image: External link], the Lord of the Iron Islands[image: External link], declares independence from the Iron Throne. Ned aids King Robert in putting down "Greyjoy's Rebellion." Balon surrenders, and his sole surviving heir, Theon, is taken back to Winterfell as Stark's ward and hostage. Ned rules the North[image: External link] for nine more years before the events of the novel.
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 A Game of Thrones




As A Game of Thrones begins, Catelyn informs Ned that his mentor Jon Arryn has died, and that King Robert intends to offer Ned Jon's old position as Hand of the King. Content to be far from court intrigue, Ned is reluctant to accept the offer until he receives a letter from Arryn's widow, who believes that her husband had been poisoned by the Lannisters. Ned subsequently agrees to the appointment to protect Robert. He then travels south to King's Landing with his daughters Sansa and Arya. Catelyn later comes to the capital in secret, under the protection of her childhood friend Petyr "Littlefinger" Baelish, to tell Ned of an assassination attempt on their young son Bran. Ned's longstanding mistrust of the Lannisters is further fueled by Littlefinger's confirmation that the dagger used by the would-be assassin once belonged to Tyrion Lannister. Increasingly disgusted by the political intrigues at court, Ned finally resigns his position when Robert insists on having Aerys' only surviving child, the young Daenerys Targaryen, assassinated in exile. Meanwhile, Catelyn has taken Tyrion hostage at the Eyrie, and in retaliation Jaime Lannister attacks and seriously injures Ned in the street before he and his daughters can depart King's Landing. Visiting a wounded Ned, Robert reappoints him as Hand.

Ned eventually concludes that all of Robert's heirs with Cersei are illegitimate, the product of her incest with her twin brother Jaime. Further, Ned suspects that Arryn had been poisoned to conceal the truth. Ned confronts Cersei with his discovery and gives her the chance to escape with her children into exile. Before Ned can tell the king, Robert is fatally wounded while hunting and names Ned Protector of the Realm, to function as regent until his "son" Joffrey comes of age. Ned alters Robert's will, replacing Joffrey's name with "my rightful heir" to make the succession ambiguous. With the palace in chaos, Ned rebuffs multiple offers to increase his own power, instead opting to crown Robert's brother, Stannis Baratheon, as king. Cersei, however, outmaneuvers Ned, and the duplicitous Littlefinger has the city watch arrest Ned instead of Cersei. With all of his entourage slaughtered, Sansa a hostage and Arya escaped but alone, Ned is charged with treason. A deal is struck in which Ned will be spared and sent into exile if he declares Joffrey the rightful king. Fearing for his daughters, Ned makes a public confession of his "treason". The sadistic Joffrey, however, has Ned executed anyway.
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 Later novels




Ned's arrest pits the Stark and Lannister forces against each other, and his execution causes a civil war later called the War of Five Kings. Tyrion Lannister eventually returns Ned's bones to Catelyn, but it is not confirmed whether they ever arrived at Winterfell.
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 Family tree of House Stark





	See: Extended family tree of House Stark
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 TV adaptation




In January 2007 HBO[image: External link] secured the rights to adapt Martin's series for television.[15][16] When the pilot[image: External link] went into production in 2009, one of the first casting announcements was Sean Bean as the "lead" Eddard Stark.[17][18] As the show premiered in 2011, the Los Angeles Times[image: External link] called Bean's Ned "the strong and brooding headliner of the series."[5]

As in the source novel, Ned is beheaded in the ninth episode of season 1[image: External link], "Baelor".[19] Though praising the character's demise for its role in propelling the story, James Hibberd of Entertainment Weekly later noted that:


This is probably the first time a U.S. drama series has ever killed off its main character in the first season as part of its master creative plan … it's just … not done. You don't cast a star, put him on bus stops and magazine ads marketing the show, get viewers all invested in his story, and then dump him nine episodes later just because it arguably makes the story a bit more interesting.[14]



Hibberd echoed the show's producers' statement that "the move lays down a dramatic precedent for the show: Nobody is safe."[14] He called it a "risky" move that would probably lose the show viewers who had tuned in for Bean, but would hopefully attract others impressed by the boldness of it.[20] Executive producer and writer D. B. Weiss told Entertainment Weekly in 2011 that when he and Benioff pitched[image: External link] the series to HBO, the fact that "main character" Ned was slated to die "was a selling point for them."[13] Noting that the network has killed off characters in other successful series, he said that this sense of jeopardy "completely ups the ante for any moment when a character is in a dire situation if you know another character didn't survive a similar situation."[13] HBO programming president Sue Naegle concurred, saying that Ned's death made the show creatively more attractive, adding that "The book series was filled with unexpected twists and turns. I loved this idea we'd bring together the group of characters, then once you started to believe all the tropes of heroes, you pull the rug out from under them. It's the opposite of feeling manipulated."[2] Noting that the story and world of the series is bigger than any one character, Naegle said, "Sean brings a giant following, but Thrones is not just about the promise you're going to see one of your favorite actors week in and week out. The star is the story."[2] Bean noted that Ned's death "was as much a surprise to me as anyone" and called it "a very courageous move for a television company."[8]

The image of Bean as Ned Stark sitting in the Iron Throne is featured on the covers of the 2011 Season 1[image: External link] DVD[image: External link] and Blu-ray Disc[image: External link] sets, released in March 2012.[21][22]
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 Storylines




In season 1[image: External link], King Robert Baratheon asks his old friend Eddard "Ned" Stark, Lord of Winterfell and Warden of the North, to assume the position of Hand of the King after the sudden death of their mentor, Jon Arryn. Not interested in politics or the intrigues of the court, Ned accepts out of duty, as well as to discover how Arryn died. Robert is killed just as Ned discovers that his three children by Cersei were actually fathered by the queen's twin, Jaime. Before Ned is able to neutralize Cersei and place Robert's brother Stannis on the throne, he is betrayed by Littlefinger, and the queen has him imprisoned for treason. Ned makes a public confession to save his daughters from Cersei's wrath, but Joffrey has Ned beheaded anyway.[23]

In the season 6[image: External link] episode "Home", Bran sees a vision of Ned (Sebastian Croft[image: External link]) as a child with his sister and brother, Lyanna and Benjen.[24] In the following episode, "Oathbreaker", Bran witnesses the battle between a young Ned (Robert Aramayo[image: External link]) and the knight Ser Arthur Dayne at the Tower of Joy.[25] Finally, in the season finale episode "The Winds of Winter", Bran sees Ned reuniting with a dying Lyanna (Aisling Franciosi[image: External link]) in the tower. She makes him swear to protect her son—Jon Snow.[26][27][28]
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 Recognition and awards




Bean was nominated for a Saturn Award[image: External link] for Best Actor on Television[image: External link] and a Scream Award for Best Fantasy Actor[image: External link] for the role.[29][30] He and the rest of the cast were nominated for Screen Actors Guild Awards[image: External link] for Outstanding Performance by an Ensemble in a Drama Series[image: External link] in 2011.[31]



	Awards



	Wins
	

	
Portal Award[image: External link] for Best Actor (2011)[32]


	
IGN Award for Best TV Hero (2011)[33]


	IGN People Choice Award for Best TV Hero (2011)[33]








	Nominations
	

	
EWwy Award[image: External link] for Best Actor, Drama (2011)[34]


	
Scream Award[image: External link] for Best Fantasy Actor (2011)[30]


	Scream Award for Best Ensemble (2011)[30]


	
Saturn Award[image: External link] for Best Actor on Television[image: External link] (2012)[29]


	
Screen Actors Guild Awards[image: External link] for Outstanding Performance by An Ensemble in a Drama Series[image: External link] (2012)[31]
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Sean Bean






Shaun Mark Bean (born 17 April 1959), known professionally as Sean Bean /'So:n 'bi:n /[image: External link], is an English actor.

After graduating from the Royal Academy of Dramatic Art[image: External link], he made his professional debut in a theatre production of Romeo and Juliet[image: External link] in 1983. Retaining his distinctive Yorkshire accent[image: External link], he first found mainstream success for his portrayal of Richard Sharpe[image: External link] in the ITV[image: External link] series Sharpe[image: External link]. Bean has since garnered further recognition for his performance as Ned Stark in the HBO[image: External link] epic fantasy[image: External link] series Game of Thrones[image: External link], as well as roles in the BBC[image: External link] anthology series[image: External link] Accused[image: External link] and the ITV[image: External link] historical drama[image: External link] series Henry VIII[image: External link]. His most prominent film role was Boromir[image: External link] in The Lord of the Rings trilogy[image: External link] (2001–03).

Other roles include Alec Trevelyan[image: External link] in the James Bond[image: External link] film GoldenEye[image: External link] (1995) and Odysseus[image: External link] in Troy[image: External link] (2004), as well as roles in Patriot Games[image: External link] (1992), Ronin[image: External link] (1998), National Treasure[image: External link] (2004), North Country[image: External link] (2005), The Island[image: External link] (2005), Silent Hill[image: External link] (2006), Black Death[image: External link] (2010), Jupiter Ascending[image: External link] (2015) and The Martian[image: External link] (2015). As a voice actor, Bean has been featured in the video games The Elder Scrolls IV: Oblivion[image: External link], Sid Meier's Civilization VI[image: External link], and the drama The Canterbury Tales[image: External link], among several others. He has received several awards during his career and won an International Emmy[image: External link] for Best Actor[image: External link]. He has also been nominated for a BAFTA[image: External link] and Saturn Award[image: External link].[2]



TOP
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 Early life




Bean was born in Handsworth[image: External link], a suburb of Sheffield, which was then part of West Riding of Yorkshire[image: External link] (the County of South Yorkshire was created in 1974). He is the son of Rita (née Tuckwood) and Brian Bean.[3] He has a younger sister named Lorraine. His father owned a fabrication shop that employed 50 people, including Bean's mother, who worked as a secretary. Despite becoming relatively wealthy, the family never moved away from the council estate[image: External link] as they preferred to remain close to friends and family.[4] As a child, Bean smashed a glass door during an argument, which left a piece of glass embedded in his leg that briefly impeded his walking and left a large scar.[3] This prevented him from pursuing his dream of playing football[image: External link] professionally.

In 1975, Bean left Brook Comprehensive School with O Levels[image: External link] in Art and English.[5] After a job at a supermarket and another for the local council, he started working for his father's firm with a day release at Rotherham College of Arts and Technology[image: External link] to take a welding[image: External link] course.[6] While there, he stumbled into an art class and decided to pursue his interest in art. After attending courses at two other colleges, one for half a day and the other for less than a week, he returned to Rotherham College, where he subsequently enrolled in a drama course. After some college plays and one at Rotherham Civic Theatre, he won a scholarship to the Royal Academy of Dramatic Art[image: External link] (RADA), starting a seven-term course in January 1981.[3]
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 Career




Bean graduated from RADA in 1983, making his professional acting debut later that year as Tybalt[image: External link] in Romeo and Juliet[image: External link] at the Watermill Theatre[image: External link] in Newbury[image: External link].[3] His early career involved a mixture of stage and screen work. As an actor, he adopted the Irish spelling of his first name. His first national exposure came in an advert for non-alcoholic lager.[7] Between 1986 and 1988, he was a member of the Royal Shakespeare Company[image: External link], appearing in productions of Romeo and Juliet, The Fair Maid of the West[image: External link], and A Midsummer Night's Dream[image: External link].[8][9] He appeared in his first film, Derek Jarman[image: External link]'s Caravaggio[image: External link] (1986), opposite Tilda Swinton[image: External link], playing Ranuccio Tomassoni, followed in the same director's War Requiem[image: External link] (1988). In 1989, he starred as the evil Dominic O'Brien in The Fifteen Streets, where he gained a dedicated following.

During the late 1980s and early 1990s, Bean became an established actor on British television.[10] He appeared in the BBC[image: External link] productions Clarissa[image: External link] and Lady Chatterley[image: External link], and his role in the latter became noted for his sex scenes with Joely Richardson[image: External link].[11] In 1990, Bean starred in Jim Sheridan[image: External link]'s adaption of the John B. Keane[image: External link] play The Field[image: External link]. Also in 1990, his role as the journalist Anton in Windprints examined the difficult problems of apartheid[image: External link] in South Africa. In 1996, he combined his love of football with his career to finally achieve his childhood dream of playing for Sheffield United[image: External link], as Jimmy Muir in the film When Saturday Comes[image: External link].[12] Although the film was not critically acclaimed, Bean received credit for a good performance.[13] In August 1997, Bean appeared in what became a famous Sky Sports[image: External link] commercial for the upcoming 1997–98 Premier League[image: External link] season.[14] His football related work continued in 1998 when he narrated La Coupe de la Gloire[image: External link], the official film of the 1998 FIFA World Cup[image: External link] held in France.[15]

Bean's critical successes in Caravaggio and Lady Chatterley contributed to his emerging image as a sex symbol[image: External link], but he became most closely associated with the character of Richard Sharpe[image: External link], the maverick Napoleonic Wars[image: External link] rifleman in the ITV[image: External link] television series Sharpe[image: External link]. The series was based on Bernard Cornwell[image: External link]'s novels about the Peninsular War[image: External link], and the fictional experiences of a band of soldiers in the famed 95th Rifles[image: External link]. Starting with Sharpe's Rifles[image: External link], the series followed the fortunes and misfortunes of Richard Sharpe as he rose from the ranks as a Sergeant[image: External link], promoted to Lieutenant[image: External link] in Portugal, to Lieutenant Colonel[image: External link] by the time of the Battle of Waterloo[image: External link].

Bean was not the first actor to be chosen to play Sharpe. As Paul McGann[image: External link] was injured while playing football two days into filming, the producers initially tried to work around his injury, but it proved impossible and Bean replaced him. The series ran continuously from 1993 to 1997, with three episodes produced each year. It was filmed under challenging conditions, first in Ukraine and later in Portugal. After several years of rumours, more episodes were produced: Sharpe's Challenge[image: External link], which aired in April 2006, and Sharpe's Peril[image: External link], which aired in autumn 2008 and was later released on DVD.[16] Both of these were released as two cinema-length 90 minute episodes per series.[17] With a role as enigmatic Lord Richard Fenton in the TV miniseries Scarlett[image: External link], Bean made the transition to Hollywood feature films. His first notable Hollywood appearance was that of an Irish republican[image: External link] terrorist[image: External link] in the 1992 film adaptation of Patriot Games[image: External link]. While filming his death scene, Harrison Ford[image: External link] hit him with a boat hook, giving him a permanent scar. Bean's rough-cut looks made him a patent choice for a villain, and his role in Patriot Games was the first of several villains that he would portray, all of whom die in gruesome ways.[18]

In the 1995 film GoldenEye[image: External link], Bean portrayed James Bond[image: External link]'s nemesis[image: External link] Alec Trevelyan[image: External link] ( MI6[image: External link]'s 006).[19] He played the weak-stomached Spence in Ronin[image: External link] (1998), a wife-beating ex-con in Essex Boys[image: External link] (2000), and a malevolent kidnapper/jewel thief in Don't Say a Word[image: External link] (2001). He was also widely recognised as villainous treasure hunter Ian Howe in National Treasure[image: External link], and played a villainous scientist in The Island[image: External link] (2005). In the independent film[image: External link] Far North[image: External link], he plays a Russian mercenary[image: External link] who gets lost in the tundra[image: External link] and is rescued by an Inuit[image: External link] woman and her daughter, whom he later pits against one another.

Bean's most prominent role was as Boromir[image: External link] in Peter Jackson[image: External link]'s The Lord of the Rings[image: External link] trilogy. His major screen time occurs in the first installment, The Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring[image: External link]. He appears briefly in flashbacks in The Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers[image: External link] and The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King[image: External link], as well as in a scene from the extended edition of The Two Towers. Before casting finished, rumours circulated that Jackson had considered Bean for the role of Aragorn[image: External link], but neither Bean nor Jackson confirmed this in subsequent interviews. Bean's fear of flying in helicopters caused him difficulties in mountainous New Zealand[image: External link], where the trilogy was filmed. After a particularly rough ride, he vowed not to fly to a location again; in one instance, he chose to take a ski lift[image: External link] into the mountains while wearing his full costume (complete with shield, armour, and sword) and then hike the final few miles.[20][21]

Other roles gave more scope for his acting abilities. In 1999's Extremely Dangerous[image: External link], his character walked a fine line between villain and hero.[22] He became a repentant, poetry-reading Grammaton cleric who succumbs to his emotions in 2002's Equilibrium[image: External link], a quirky alien cowboy in 2003's The Big Empty[image: External link], and a sympathetic and cunning Odysseus[image: External link] in the 2004 film Troy[image: External link]. He appeared with other Hollywood stars in Moby[image: External link]'s music video "We Are All Made of Stars[image: External link]" in February 2002.[23] In the same year, he returned to the stage in London performing in Macbeth[image: External link].[24] Due to popular demand, the production ran until March 2003.

Bean has done voice-over work, mostly in the British advertising industry.[25] He has featured in television adverts for O2[image: External link], Morrisons[image: External link] and Barnardos[image: External link] as well as for Acuvue[image: External link] and the Sci-Fi Channel[image: External link] in the United States. He also does the voice over for the National Blood Service[image: External link]'s television and radio campaign. For the role playing video game, The Elder Scrolls IV: Oblivion[image: External link], he voiced Martin Septim.[26] Bean's distinctive voice has also been used in the intro and outro segments of the BBC[image: External link] Formula 1[image: External link] racing coverage for the 2011 and 2012 seasons.[27]

Bean completed a one-hour pilot, Faceless, for US television. He has also appeared in Outlaw[image: External link], an independent British production, and a remake[image: External link] of 1986 horror film, The Hitcher[image: External link] (released in January 2007); here he used an American accent again. In 2009, he appeared in the Red Riding[image: External link] trilogy as the malevolent John Dawson. He also appeared in Percy Jackson & the Olympians: The Lightning Thief[image: External link] (2010), playing the role of Zeus[image: External link], the king of Mount Olympus[image: External link] and god of the sky, thunder, and lightning. Also that year, Bean starred in Cash[image: External link], playing the lead role of Pyke Kubic, a dangerous man determined to recover his wealth in a bad economy. Cash explored the role money plays in today's hard economic times. Bean also played the villain's twin brother, Reese.

Bean starred in the first season of Game of Thrones[image: External link], HBO[image: External link]'s adaptation of the A Song of Ice and Fire novels by George R. R. Martin, playing the part of Lord Eddard Stark[image: External link].[28] Bean and Peter Dinklage[image: External link] were the two actors whose inclusion show runners David Benioff and D. B. Weiss considered necessary for the show to become a success, and for whose roles no other actors were considered. His nuanced portrayal of what could have been a stereotypical "noble leader" character won him critical praise; as The A.V. Club[image: External link]'s reviewer put it, he "portrayed Ned as a man who knew he lived in the muck but hoped for better and assumed everyone else would come along for the ride."[29] HBO's promotional efforts focused on Bean as the show's leading man and best-known actor. The photograph of him as Ned sitting on the Iron Throne holding his greatsword was used for promotional posters and on the cover of the first season's DVD box set as well as the cover of a tie-in reedition of the novel A Game of Thrones.

In August 2012, Bean appeared as cross-dressing[image: External link] teacher Simon in the opening episode of the second season of UK television series Accused[image: External link], a role which would earn him a Royal Television Society[image: External link] best actor award. He starred in Soldiers of Fortune[image: External link] and the 2012 film Cleanskin[image: External link], in which he plays a secret service agent faced with the task of pursuing and eliminating a suicide bomber and his terrorist cell.

He appeared in Tarsem Singh[image: External link]'s Snow White film, Mirror Mirror[image: External link], which was released in the U.S. in March 2012.[30] Bean reprised his role as Christopher Da Silva in the Silent Hill[image: External link] film sequel Silent Hill: Revelation[image: External link].[31] He co-starred in the ABC drama series Missing[image: External link], which premiered in early 2012.[32]

Bean starred in the espionage television series Legends[image: External link] as Martin Odum, an FBI agent who takes on various fabricated identities to go undercover. The show was cancelled after its second season. An intensive viral marketing campaign was centred on the hashtag[image: External link] #DontKillSeanBean, focusing on the various deaths of his past characters and promising his character in Legends would not suffer the same fate.[33] The campaign culminated with a Funny or Die[image: External link] exclusive video featuring Bean filming a scene for the show where he's become so accustomed to dying on screen that he expects his character to die a bizarrely gruesome death despite the simplicity of the scene.[34]
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Often described as "down to earth", Bean has retained his Yorkshire accent[image: External link] despite now living in London.[11] Partly because of his role as Sharpe, he is also described as a sex symbol. He was voted the UK's second sexiest man in 2004, placing just behind his Lord of the Rings co-star Orlando Bloom[image: External link].[35] He admits he does not mind being considered as a "bit of rough" by women.[36] In addition to his image as a sex symbol and an admitted "bit of rough", he has developed a reputation as a loner, a label he considers unfair.[11] He has described himself instead as quiet, and interviewers confirm that he is a "man of few words",[37] with one interviewer calling him "surprisingly shy".[38] Although he admits he can be a workaholic, he relaxes with a book or listens to music in his spare time, and is a talented pianist[image: External link]. He is also a keen gardener, welder, and sketcher.[39]
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 Acting style




Despite being professionally trained, Bean adopts an instinctive style of acting that some say makes him especially well-suited to portraying his characters' depths.[40] He has said that the most difficult part is at the start of filming when trying to understand the character.[41] After achieving this, he can snap in and out of character instantly. This ability to go from the quiet man on set to the warrior Boromir "amazed" Sean Astin[image: External link] during filming of The Fellowship of the Ring[image: External link].[42] Other fans include directors Mike Figgis[image: External link] and Wolfgang Petersen[image: External link], who described working with Bean as a "beautiful thing".[40]
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 Personal life




Bean has been married and divorced four times. He married his secondary school sweetheart Debra James on 11 April 1981. The marriage ended in divorce in 1988. Bean met actress Melanie Hill[image: External link] at RADA, and they married on 27 February 1990. The couple's first daughter was born in October 1987; their second was born in September 1991. Bean and Hill's marriage ended in divorce in August 1997. During the filming of Sharpe, Bean met actress Abigail Cruttenden[image: External link], and they married on 22 November 1997. Their daughter was born in November 1998. Bean and Cruttenden divorced in July 2000.

Bean began dating actress Georgina Sutcliffe in 2006. After cancelling their planned January 2008 wedding on the eve of the ceremony for "personal reasons", he married Sutcliffe at the Marylebone[image: External link] Register Office in London on 19 February 2008. During allegations that Bean physically abused Sutcliffe in 2009,[38] domestic disturbances resulted in the police being called to their home in Belsize Park[image: External link] on three occasions. Bean and Sutcliffe's separation was announced on 6 August 2010,[43][44] and the divorce was finalised on 21 December 2010.[45]

Bean has been a fan of Sheffield United[image: External link] since he was eight years old, and has a tattoo on his left shoulder that reads "100% Blade[image: External link]".[46][47] He opened their hall of fame in 2001 and, after making a six-figure contribution to the club's finances, was on their board of directors between 2002 and 2007 to help raise the profile of the club. He stepped down in 2007 to "go back to being an ordinary supporter" where he feels at home.[48] During his time there, he had some issues[image: External link] with Neil Warnock[image: External link], former manager of Sheffield United, after Warnock claimed that Bean stormed into his office and shouted at him in front of his wife and daughter when the club had just been relegated from the Premier League. Bean denies it, calling Warnock "bitter" and "hypocritical".[49] He wrote the foreword and helped to promote a book of anecdotes called Sheffield United: The Biography.[50] He also follows Yorkshire County Cricket Club[image: External link].[51]

Bean has a tattoo[image: External link] of the number nine on his shoulder, written using Tengwar[image: External link], in reference to his involvement in the Lord of the Rings films and the fact that his character was one of the original nine companions of the Fellowship of the Ring[image: External link]. The other actors of "The Fellowship" (Elijah Wood[image: External link], Sean Astin[image: External link], Orlando Bloom[image: External link], Billy Boyd[image: External link], Ian McKellen[image: External link], Dominic Monaghan[image: External link], and Viggo Mortensen[image: External link]) have the same tattoo. John Rhys-Davies[image: External link], whose character was also one of the original nine companions, arranged for his stunt double to get the tattoo instead.[52]

Bean has received multiple articles of fan mail intended for Rowan Atkinson[image: External link], who played Mr. Bean[image: External link].[53]

Bean is a supporter of Jeremy Corbyn[image: External link] and of "old Labour",[54] or the era before Tony Blair[image: External link] rebranded the party as New Labour[image: External link].[55]
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	1984
	Winter Flight
	Hooker
	



	1986
	Caravaggio[image: External link]
	Ranuccio
	



	1988
	Stormy Monday[image: External link]
	Brendan
	



	1989
	How to Get Ahead in Advertising[image: External link]
	Larry Frisk
	



	1989
	The Fifteen Streets
	Dominic O'Brien
	



	1989
	War Requiem[image: External link]
	German Soldier
	



	1990
	Windprints
	Anton
	



	1990
	Field, TheThe Field[image: External link]
	Tadgh McCabe
	



	1992
	Patriot Games[image: External link]
	Sean Miller
	



	1994
	Shopping[image: External link]
	Venning
	



	1994
	Black Beauty[image: External link]
	Farmer Grey
	



	1995
	GoldenEye[image: External link]
	Alec Trevelyan[image: External link] / Janus[image: External link]
	



	1996
	When Saturday Comes[image: External link]
	Jimmy Muir
	



	1997
	Anna Karenina[image: External link]
	Vronsky
	



	1998
	Ronin[image: External link]
	Spence
	



	1998
	Airborn
	Dave Toombs
	



	1999
	Bravo Two Zero[image: External link]
	Andy McNab[image: External link]
	



	2000
	Essex Boys[image: External link]
	Jason Locke
	



	2001
	Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring, TheThe Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring[image: External link]
	Boromir[image: External link]
	Phoenix Film Critics Society Award for Best Cast

Nominated—Empire Award for Best British Actor[image: External link]

Nominated—Screen Actors Guild Award for Outstanding Performance by a Cast in a Motion Picture[image: External link]



	2001
	Don't Say a Word[image: External link]
	Patrick Koster
	



	2002
	Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers, TheThe Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers[image: External link]
	Boromir
	Online Film Critics Society Award for Best Cast[image: External link]

Phoenix Film Critics Society Award for Best Cast

Nominated—DVDX Award[image: External link] for Best Audio Commentary (New for DVD) (shared with others)

Nominated—Screen Actors Guild Award for Outstanding Performance by a Cast in a Motion Picture[image: External link] Extended Edition only



	2002
	Equilibrium[image: External link]
	Errol Partridge
	



	2002
	Tom and Thomas[image: External link]
	Paul Shepherd
	



	2003
	Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King, TheThe Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King[image: External link]
	Boromir
	Broadcast Film Critics Association Award for Best Cast[image: External link]

National Board of Review Award for Best Cast[image: External link]

Screen Actors Guild Award for Outstanding Performance by a Cast in a Motion Picture[image: External link]

Nominated—Phoenix Film Critics Society Award for Best Cast



	2003
	Big Empty, TheThe Big Empty[image: External link]
	Cowboy
	



	2004
	National Treasure[image: External link]
	Ian Howe
	



	2004
	Troy[image: External link]
	Odysseus[image: External link]
	



	2005
	North Country[image: External link]
	Kyle
	



	2005
	Flightplan[image: External link]
	Captain Marcus Rich
	



	2005
	Island, TheThe Island[image: External link]
	Dr. Merrick
	



	2005
	Dark, TheThe Dark[image: External link]
	James
	



	2006
	Silent Hill[image: External link]
	Chris Da Silva
	



	2007
	Hitcher, TheThe Hitcher[image: External link]
	John Ryder
	



	2007
	Outlaw[image: External link]
	Danny Bryant
	



	2007
	Far North[image: External link]
	Loki
	



	2010
	Black Death[image: External link]
	Ulric
	Screamfest Horror Film Festival[image: External link] Trophy for Best Actor

Nominated—Chainsaw Award for Best Actor



	2010
	Percy Jackson & the Olympians: The Lightning Thief[image: External link]
	Zeus[image: External link]
	



	2010
	Cash[image: External link]
	Pyke Kubic

Reese Kubic
	



	2010
	Death Race 2[image: External link]
	Markus Kane
	



	2011
	Age of Heroes[image: External link]
	Jones
	



	2012
	Cleanskin[image: External link]
	Ewan
	



	2012
	Soldiers of Fortune[image: External link]
	Dimidov
	



	2012
	Mirror Mirror[image: External link]
	The King, Snow White's father[image: External link]
	



	2012
	Silent Hill: Revelation[image: External link]
	Christopher Da Silva[image: External link] / Harry Mason[image: External link]
	



	2014
	Wicked Blood[image: External link]
	Frank Stinson
	



	2015
	The Snow Queen 2: The Snow King[image: External link]
	Arrog
	Voice



	2015
	Any Day
	Vian
	



	2015
	Jupiter Ascending[image: External link]
	Stinger Apini
	



	2015
	Pixels[image: External link]
	Corporal Hill
	



	2015
	The Martian[image: External link]
	Mitch Henderson
	



	2016
	The Young Messiah[image: External link]
	Severus
	



	2016
	Kingsglaive: Final Fantasy XV[image: External link]
	King Regis[image: External link]
	Voice[56]



	2017
	Drone[image: External link]
	Neil
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 Television






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	1984
	The Bill[image: External link]
	Horace Clark
	Episode: "Long Odds"



	1985
	Exploits at West Poley
	Scarred Man
	Television film



	1986
	The Practice[image: External link]
	Terry Donlan
	2 episodes



	1988
	The Storyteller[image: External link]
	The Prince
	Episode: "The True Bride[image: External link]"



	1988
	Troubles
	Capt. Bolton
	Television film



	1989
	The Jim Henson Hour[image: External link]
	Prince
	Episode: "Musicians"



	1990
	Screen Two[image: External link]
	Vic
	Episode: "Small Vones"



	1990
	Lorna Doone[image: External link]
	Carver Doone
	Television film



	1990
	Wedded
	Man
	Television film



	1991
	4 Play
	Smith
	Episode: "In the Border Country"



	1991
	Screen One[image: External link]
	Gabriel Lewis / Jack Morgan
	2 episodes



	1991
	Clarissa[image: External link]
	Lovelace
	4 episodes



	1992
	Inspector Morse[image: External link]
	Alex Bailey
	Episode: "Absolute Conviction"



	1992
	Fool's Gold: The Story of the Brink's-Mat Robbery
	Micky McAvoy
	Television film



	1992
	My Kingdom for a Horse
	Steve
	Television film



	1993
	Sharpe's Rifles[image: External link]
	Sergeant/Lieutenant Richard Sharpe[image: External link]
	Television film



	1993
	Sharpe's Eagle[image: External link]
	Captain Richard Sharpe
	Television film



	1993
	Lady Chatterley[image: External link]
	Mellors
	4 episodes



	1993
	A Woman's Guide to Adultery
	Paul
	3 episodes



	1994
	Jacob[image: External link]
	Esau[image: External link]
	Television film



	1994
	Sharpe's Company[image: External link]
	Captain Richard Sharpe
	Television film



	1994
	Sharpe's Enemy[image: External link]
	Major Richard Sharpe
	Television film



	1994
	Sharpe's Honour[image: External link]
	Major Richard Sharpe
	Television film



	1994
	Scarlett[image: External link]
	Lord Richard Fenton
	3 episodes



	1995
	Sharpe's Gold[image: External link]
	Major Richard Sharpe
	Television film



	1995
	Sharpe's Battle[image: External link]
	Major Richard Sharpe
	Television film



	1995
	Sharpe's Sword[image: External link]
	Major Richard Sharpe
	Television film



	1996
	Decisive Weapons[image: External link]
	Narrator
	Documentary



	1996
	Sharpe's Regiment[image: External link]
	Major Richard Sharpe
	Television film



	1996
	Sharpe's Siege[image: External link]
	Major Richard Sharpe
	Television film



	1996
	Sharpe's Mission[image: External link]
	Major Richard Sharpe
	Television film



	1997
	Sharpe's Revenge[image: External link]
	Major Richard Sharpe
	Television film



	1997
	Sharpe's Justice[image: External link]
	Major Richard Sharpe
	Television film



	1997
	Sharpe's Waterloo[image: External link]
	Lieutenant Colonel Richard Sharpe
	Television film



	1998
	The Canterbury Tales
	The Nun's Priest
	Voice

Episode: "Leaving London"



	1999
	Bravo Two Zero[image: External link]
	Andy McNab
	Television film



	1999
	Extremely Dangerous[image: External link]
	Niel Bryne
	4 episodes



	1999
	The Vicar of Dibley[image: External link]
	Himself
	Episode: "Spring"



	2003
	Henry VIII[image: External link]
	Robert Aske[image: External link]
	Television film



	2004
	Pride[image: External link]
	Dark
	Voice

Television film



	2006
	Faceless
	Eddie Prey
	Unaired pilot



	2006
	Sharpe's Challenge[image: External link]
	Lt Col Richard Sharpe
	Television film



	2007
	Once Upon a Time in Iran
	Narrator
	Documentary[57]



	2008
	Crusoe[image: External link]
	James Crusoe
	4 episodes



	2008
	Sharpe's Peril[image: External link]
	Lt Col Richard Sharpe
	Television film



	2009
	Red Riding[image: External link]
	John Dawson
	2 episodes



	2010
	Lost Future, TheThe Lost Future[image: External link]
	Amal
	Television film



	2011
	Game of Thrones[image: External link]
	Eddard "Ned" Stark
	9 episodes

Portal Award for Best Actor (Television)[image: External link]

IGN Award for Best TV Hero

IGN People's Choice Award for Best TV Hero

Nominated—EWwy Awards[image: External link] for Best Actor

Nominated—Saturn Award for Best Actor on Television[image: External link]

Nominated—Scream Award[image: External link] for Best Fantasy Actor

Nominated—Scream Award[image: External link] for Best Ensemble

Nominated—Screen Actors Guild Award for Outstanding Performance by an Ensemble in a Drama Series[image: External link]



	2012
	Missing[image: External link]
	Paul Winstone
	8 episodes



	2012
	Accused[image: External link]
	Simon / Tracie
	Episode: "Tracie's Story"

International Emmy Award for Best Actor[image: External link]

Royal Television Society[image: External link] Best Actor Award

Nominated—BAFTA TV Award for Best Actor[image: External link]



	2013
	Family Guy[image: External link]
	Portrait Griffin
	Voice

Episode: "No Country Club for Old Men[image: External link]"



	2014
	Robot Chicken[image: External link]
	Dr. Doom, North, Heathcliff
	Voice

Episode: "Catdog on a Stick"[58]



	2014–2015
	Legends[image: External link]
	Martin Odum
	20 episodes; also producer

Nominated—People's Choice Award for Favorite Cable TV Actor[image: External link]



	2015–present
	The Frankenstein Chronicles[image: External link]
	John Marlott
	6 episodes; also co-producer



	2016
	The Untamed
	The Stranger
	Voice

26 episodes



	2016
	Wasted[image: External link]
	Himself
	Multiple episodes



	2016
	Roman Empire: Reign of Blood[image: External link]
	Narrator
	Documentary



	2017–
	Broken[image: External link]
	Father Michael Kerrigan
	TV drama
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 Video games






	Year
	Title
	Role



	1997
	GoldenEye 007[image: External link]
	Alec Trevelyan (likeness)



	2002
	The Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers[image: External link]
	Boromir



	2006
	The Elder Scrolls IV: Oblivion[image: External link]
	Martin Septim



	2012
	Lego The Lord of the Rings[image: External link]
	Boromir



	2013
	Papa Sangre II[image: External link]
	Narrator/Guide



	2014
	Train Simulator 2014[image: External link]
	Narrator for the trailer



	2015
	Kholat[image: External link]
	Narrator



	2015
	Life Is Feudal[image: External link]
	Narrator



	2016
	Sid Meier's Civilization VI[image: External link]
	Narrator
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 Music videos






	Year
	Artist
	Title
	Role



	2002
	Moby[image: External link]
	"We Are All Made of Stars[image: External link]"
	Himself





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Awards and honours




In 2013, Bean was named best actor at the Royal Television Society[image: External link] awards and won an International Emmy Award for his role in Accused[image: External link].[59] He received three separate awards in 2004 as part of the ensemble cast in The Return of the King[image: External link][60] from the Screen Actors Guild[image: External link], the National Board of Review[image: External link], and the Broadcast Film Critics Association[image: External link].

In his home city of Sheffield, he has received several honours and acclaims, including an honorary doctorate from Sheffield Hallam University[image: External link] in 1997 and a Doctor of Letters[image: External link] in English Literature from the University of Sheffield[image: External link] in July 2007.[60][61] He was selected as one of the inaugural members of Sheffield Legends[image: External link] (the Sheffield equivalent of the Hollywood Walk of Fame[image: External link]) and a plaque in his honour has been placed in front of Sheffield Town Hall[image: External link].[62] Bean commented: "I did get a doctorate from Sheffield Hallam University about 11 or 12 years ago so now I'm a double doctor. But this was wonderful, especially from my home city."[60][61]
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Robert Baratheon






Robert Baratheon is a fictional character[image: External link] in the A Song of Ice and Fire series of fantasy novels by American author George R. R. Martin, and its television adaptation Game of Thrones[image: External link].

Introduced in 1996's A Game of Thrones, Robert Baratheon is the eldest son of Steffon Baratheon[image: External link], from the kingdom of Westeros.[1] After Robert won the rebellion which was named after him, he took the Iron Throne from Aerys II Targaryen, nicknamed "The Mad King", crushing the Targaryen dynasty. Robert fought the war to win back his betrothed, Lyanna Stark[image: External link], with the aid of her brother, his close friend, Eddard Stark. However, due to Lyanna's death, Robert married Tywin Lannister's daughter Cersei after the war ended to ensure political stability.

Robert is portrayed by Mark Addy in the HBO[image: External link] television adaptation.[2][3][4]



TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Character description




Robert is in his mid-thirties when the events of the books begin. He is jovial and fun-loving, fond of battle, women and drink. As a young man Robert was a formidable warrior, noted for his chivalry, sense of honor and immense charisma. He won several loyal Targaryen bannermen to his cause through strength of personality alone. Very tall and incredibly muscular, Robert was considered one of the most attractive men in Westeros, desired by every maiden in the realm, being described in A Game of Thrones as "Muscled like a maiden's fantasy." However, after becoming king, Robert let himself go somewhat, becoming fat, soft and indolent, though still capable of great generosity to his friends. Robert has also become more bitter following Lyanna's death and his unhappy marriage to Cersei, despite their multiple children.
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 Overview




Robert Baratheon is not a point of view[image: External link] character in the novels, so his actions are witnessed and interpreted through the eyes of other people, such as Ned Stark.[5]
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 Storylines
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 In the books




Robert Baratheon is King of the Seven Kingdoms at the beginning of A Game of Thrones. He was the ward of Jon Arryn and was raised at the Eyrie[image: External link] alongside Eddard Stark[image: External link]. Fifteen years before the novels, Robert was betrothed to Ned's sister Lyanna[image: External link], and after Lyanna and Rhaegar Targaryen[image: External link] disappeared, Robert killed Rhaegar and seized the throne. He then married Cersei Lannister to ensure House Lannister[image: External link]'s support for his rule, but remained attached to the memory of Lyanna, which estranged Cersei.

At the beginning of A Game of Thrones Robert, then king, has just come to Winterfell[image: External link] to appoint Eddard Stark[image: External link] the Hand of The King.[6] He was unaware that Cersei's three children were therefore fathered by her brother Jaime. More interested in food, drink, and tourneys[image: External link] than in governance, Robert has squandered the royal treasury, leaving the crown heavily in debt. After he dies in a hunting accident orchestrated by Cersei, the kingdoms plunge into civil war. His death incites the war that encompasses the entirety of the following two books, the War of the Five Kings, in which his two brothers, Lords Renly and Stannis Baratheon, declare themselves the rightful kings. Robb Stark is also declared King in the North and King of the Trident, and Lord Balon Greyjoy[image: External link] declares himself King of the Iron Islands.[7]
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 In the show




Robert Baratheon, formerly a fierce warrior, became King[image: External link] of the Seven Kingdoms after leading a rebellion against Aerys II Targaryen. He was betrothed to Ned Stark's sister Lyanna and loved her deeply, and she was kidnapped by Rhaegar Targaryen.[citation needed[image: External link]] Her father and another brother were killed when they went to King's Landing to reclaim her, which resulted in Robert and Ned Stark's revolt known as Robert's Rebellion, whereupon most of the Targaryens were slaughtered or routed from the Kingdoms. Since Robert's family had closer ties to the former Royal family, this put Robert on the Iron Throne. Now, Robert has grown fat and miserable; he has no more wars to fight, is surrounded by plotters and sycophants, hates and is bored by the constant work needed to manage the Kingdoms properly, and trapped in a political marriage to the scheming Cersei Lannister, whom he has never loved. He is unaware that none of his three children are his, but instead Jaime Lannister's. Under his reign, the realm has been bankrupted, and Robert is deeply in debt to his wife's family. Killed while hunting, he unknowingly leaves no rightful heir behind. His bastards are ordered dead by Joffrey, many of which are killed, and Gendry is subsequently forced to flee the capital.[8]
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 Family tree of House Baratheon
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 TV adaptation




Robert Baratheon is played by Mark Addy in the television adaption of the series of books.[9] Addy's audition for the role was according to showrunners David Benioff and D. B. Weiss the best they saw, him being the easiet actor to cast for the show.[10]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 References






	
^ "Game of Thrones Viewer's Guide"[image: External link].


	
^ "Game of Thrones Cast and Crew: Robert Baratheon played by Mark Addy"[image: External link]. HBO[image: External link]. Retrieved December 29, 2015.


	
^ "The Official Website for the HBO Series Game of Thrones - Season 4"[image: External link]. HBO.


	
^ "From HBO"[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 2016-03-07.


	
^ "Game of Thrones Viewer's Guide"[image: External link].


	
^ "A Read of Ice and Fire: A Game of Thrones, Part 3"[image: External link]. Tor.com.


	
^ "A Read of Ice and Fire: A Game of Thrones, Part 23"[image: External link]. Tor.com.


	
^ Josh Wigler (7 June 2013). "'Game of Thrones Gruesome Deaths: From Robert Baratheon to Jon Snow"[image: External link]. The Hollywood Reporter.


	
^ "'Game of Thrones': Mark Addy on Robert Baratheon"[image: External link]. Digitalspy.


	
^ Walsh, Michael (March 12, 2017). "What We Learned From Game Of Thrones’ SXSW Panel, and What It Might Mean"[image: External link]. Nerdist Industries[image: External link]. Retrieved April 1, 2017.








Categories[image: External link]:

	A Song of Ice and Fire characters[image: External link]

	Fictional characters introduced in 1996[image: External link]

	Fictional nobility[image: External link]

	Fictional kings[image: External link]

	Fictional revolutionaries[image: External link]

	Characters in American novels of the 20th century[image: External link]

	Fictional swordsmen[image: External link]

	Mariticide in fiction[image: External link]

	Fictional alcohol abusers[image: External link]

	Fictional hunters[image: External link]

	Fictional war veterans[image: External link]
















This page was last edited on 6 June 2017, at 08:07.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article Robert Baratheon: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Baratheon [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=Robert_Baratheon [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 Early life

	2 Career

	3 Filmography

	4 References

	5 External links





Mark Addy






This article is about the British actor. For the 19th-century Albert Medal (Lifesaving) recipient, see Mark Addy (Albert Medal)[image: External link]. For the schoolmaster and politician in Ghana, see Mark Diamond Addy[image: External link].

Mark Ian Addy (born 14 January 1964) is an English actor. He is known for portraying Detective Constable Gary Boyle in the British sitcom The Thin Blue Line[image: External link], Dave in the film The Full Monty[image: External link], Bill Miller in the American sitcom Still Standing[image: External link],[1] King Robert Baratheon in the HBO[image: External link] medieval fantasy series Game of Thrones[image: External link], Fred Flintstone[image: External link] in The Flintstones in Viva Rock Vegas[image: External link], and Hercules in the British fantasy drama series Atlantis[image: External link].
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 Early life




Addy was born in York[image: External link] and educated in the city. His ancestors have lived in York since at least 1910, when his great-grandfather was living there. His father Ian spent his working life as a glazier[image: External link] at York Minster[image: External link].[2] From 1982 to 1984, Addy attended the Royal Academy of Dramatic Art[image: External link].
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 Career




Addy made his first TV appearance in 1987 in The Ritz[image: External link], followed in 1988 by A Very Peculiar Practice[image: External link], followed by TV performances in shows such as Heartbeat[image: External link], Band of Gold[image: External link], Married... with Children[image: External link], Peak Practice[image: External link], The Thin Blue Line[image: External link], Too Much Sun, Sunnyside Farm[image: External link], Trollied[image: External link] and most recently The Syndicate[image: External link] for the BBC.

He played Bill Miller in Still Standing[image: External link] and played Detective Boyle in the second series of the British sitcom The Thin Blue Line[image: External link]. He also appeared on ITV1[image: External link]'s comedy drama series Bonkers[image: External link], and another ITV comedy drama, Bike Squad, in early 2008 as Sergeant John Rook.

Since 2009, Addy has starred with Fay Ripley[image: External link] in a series of adverts for the relaunched Tesco Clubcard[image: External link].[3] He played Robert Baratheon in the HBO series Game of Thrones[image: External link]. He played Hercules[image: External link], one of the main characters in the BBC One[image: External link] fantasy drama series Atlantis[image: External link], which started airing on 28 September 2013 in the UK. In the BBC TV drama, New Blood (2016) featuring young detectives from the Serious Fraud Office and the London Police Service, Addy played D.S. Derek Sands.

In film, Addy had a leading role in The Full Monty[image: External link], and played Fred Flintstone[image: External link] in the 2000 film The Flintstones in Viva Rock Vegas[image: External link]. In that role, as well as in Still Standing[image: External link], he played a blue-collar American (or, more accurately, an American-accented Pangean[image: External link] in the case of Fred Flintstone). He played Mac McArthur in the 1998 film Jack Frost[image: External link]. In 2001, he played Roland in A Knight's Tale[image: External link] and a butler to Chris Rock[image: External link]'s character in the film Down to Earth[image: External link]. In Down to Earth, his character was an American who was pretending to be British.

Addy played David Philby in The Time Machine[image: External link] and made an appearance as the Ship Captain in Around the World in 80 Days[image: External link] with Jackie Chan[image: External link] and Steve Coogan[image: External link] and made an appearance as Friar Tuck[image: External link] in Ridley Scott[image: External link]'s 2010 film Robin Hood[image: External link].
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 Stage




Addy played Kevin Snell in the 2006 revival of Donkeys' Years[image: External link] at the Comedy Theatre[image: External link] in London, and in 2007–08 he has appeared at the National Theatre[image: External link] as Dogberry[image: External link] in Much Ado About Nothing[image: External link] and as Hjalmar Johansen[image: External link] in Fram[image: External link]. In 2011, he played Vladimir, an NKVD[image: External link] officer, in Collaborators[image: External link] at the National Theatre[image: External link], which also featured in the National Theatre Live[image: External link] programme, where live performances are broadcast to cinemas around the world. In 2016, Addy appeared in Richard Bean[image: External link]'s The Nap at Sheffield Crucible[image: External link] with Jack O'Connell[image: External link] and Ralf Little[image: External link], directed by Richard Wilson[image: External link].[4]
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 Filmography
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 Film






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	1990
	Dark Romances Vol. 2
	Sam
	



	1996
	Bruised Fruit
	Angel
	Short film



	1996
	Respect
	Joe Carr
	Television film



	1997
	Heart Surgeon, TheThe Heart Surgeon
	Phil Mycroft
	Television film



	1997
	Full Monty, TheThe Full Monty[image: External link]
	David "Dave" Horsefall
	Screen Actors Guild Award for Outstanding Performance by a Cast in a Motion Picture[image: External link]

Nominated—BAFTA Award for Best Actor in a Supporting Role[image: External link]

Nominated—Satellite Award for Best Supporting Actor in a Motion Picture – Comedy or Musical[image: External link]



	1998
	Closer
	
	Short film



	1998
	Jack Frost[image: External link]
	Mac MacArthur
	



	1999
	Last Yellow, TheThe Last Yellow
	Frank
	



	1999
	The Flint Street Nativity[image: External link]
	Ass
	Television film



	2000
	Announcement, TheThe Announcement
	Andy
	



	2000
	Flintstones in Viva Rock Vegas, TheThe Flintstones in Viva Rock Vegas[image: External link]
	Fred Flintstone[image: External link]
	



	2000
	Married 2 Malcolm
	Malcolm
	



	2001
	Down to Earth[image: External link]
	Cisco
	



	2001
	A Knight's Tale[image: External link]
	Roland
	



	2002
	Time Machine, TheThe Time Machine[image: External link]
	David Philby
	



	2002
	Heartlands[image: External link]
	Ron
	



	2003
	Order, TheThe Order[image: External link]
	Thomas Garrett
	



	2004
	Around the World in 80 Days[image: External link]
	Steamer Captain
	



	2008
	Bike Squad[image: External link]
	Sgt. John Rook
	Television film



	2009
	Red Riding: In the Year of Our Lord 1983[image: External link]
	John Piggott
	



	2010
	It's a Wonderful Afterlife[image: External link]
	DI Smythe
	



	2010
	Robin Hood[image: External link]
	Friar Tuck
	



	2010
	Barney's Version[image: External link]
	Detective O'Hearne
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 Television






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	1987
	Continental, TheThe Continental
	
	



	1987
	Ritz, TheThe Ritz[image: External link]
	
	Episode: "Monday"



	1988
	A Very Peculiar Practice[image: External link]
	Mal Prentis
	2 episodes



	1990
	Bill, TheThe Bill[image: External link]
	Matthew Holden
	2 episodes



	1992
	Married... with Children[image: External link]
	Lower Uncton Local
	2 episodes



	1994
	Between the Lines[image: External link]
	PC
	Episode: "Unknown Soldier"



	1995
	Band of Gold[image: External link]
	DC Sherrington
	3 episodes



	1995
	Peak Practice[image: External link]
	Alec Kitson
	Episode: "A Normal Life"



	1995
	Ghostbusters of East Finchley
	DC Newley
	2 episodes



	1995–1996
	Heartbeat[image: External link]
	Norman Greengrass
	2 episodes



	1996
	Out of the Blue[image: External link]
	Robbo
	Episode: "2.6"



	1996
	Thin Blue Line, TheThe Thin Blue Line[image: External link]
	D.C. Boyle
	7 episodes



	1997
	Sunnyside Farm[image: External link]
	Ken Sunnyside
	TV series



	2000
	Too Much Sun
	Nigel Conway
	6 episodes



	2002–2006
	Still Standing[image: External link]
	Bill Miller
	88 episodes



	2007
	Bonkers[image: External link]
	Tony Barker
	6 episodes



	2010
	National Theatre Live[image: External link]
	Squire Max Harkaway
	Episode: "London Assurance"



	2011
	Game of Thrones[image: External link]
	Robert Baratheon
	7 episodes

Nominated—Scream Award[image: External link] for Best Ensemble

Nominated—Screen Actors Guild Award for Outstanding Performance by an Ensemble in a Drama Series[image: External link]



	2011
	Great Expectations[image: External link]
	Pumblechook
	



	2011–2013
	Trollied[image: External link]
	Andy
	



	2013
	The Syndicate[image: External link]
	Alan
	



	2013–2015
	Atlantis[image: External link]
	Hercules[image: External link]
	26 episodes



	2014
	Remember Me[image: External link]
	Rob Fairholme
	3 episodes



	2016
	Jericho[image: External link]
	Earl Bamford



	2016
	New Blood[image: External link]
	DS Derek Sands
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Carolyn Strauss






Carolyn Strauss is an American television executive and producer. She was the president of the Home Box Office (HBO)[image: External link] network's entertainment division until 2008 and was responsible for commissioning series like The Sopranos[image: External link], The Wire[image: External link], Curb Your Enthusiasm[image: External link] and Sex and the City[image: External link]. Upon leaving the position she became a television developer and producer and was given a production deal with HBO. She has collaborated with the network on the series Treme[image: External link], Game of Thrones[image: External link] and Luck[image: External link].[1][2][3][4][5] Being of Jewish[image: External link] descent, in August 2015 she signed - as one of 98 members of the Los Angeles' Jewish community - an open letter supporting the proposed nuclear agreement between Iran and six world powers led by the United States "as being in the best interest of the United States and Israel."[6]

Filmography


	
Treme[image: External link] (2010) Executive Producer

	
Game of Thrones[image: External link] (2011) Executive Producer

	
Luck[image: External link] (2011) Executive Producer

	
The Specials[image: External link] (2014) Executive Producer[7]
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Blu-ray






"Blue ray" redirects here. For the fish of the same name, see Neoraja caerulea[image: External link].



	Blu-ray



	Media type
	
High-density[image: External link] optical disc[image: External link]




	Encoding[image: External link]
	Data encoding: CLV or Zoned CAV pits-and-lands with interleaved error correction code

BDMV Video encoding: H.262/MPEG-2 Part 2[image: External link]

H.264/MPEG-4 AVC[image: External link]

VC-1[image: External link]




	Capacity
	25  GB[image: External link] (single-layer)

50  GB[image: External link] (dual-layer)

100/128  GB[image: External link] (BDXL)



	Block size
	2 KB sector,[1] 64 KB ECC-block[2]




	Read mechanism
	405  nm[image: External link] diode laser[image: External link], 36Mb/s



	Write mechanism
	405  nm[image: External link] diode laser[image: External link] with a focused beam more powerful than one used for reading, 36Mb/s



	Developed by
	
Blu-ray Disc Association[image: External link][3]




	Dimensions
	120  mm[image: External link] (4.7  in[image: External link]) diameter

1.2 mm thickness[4] [note 1]




	Usage
	
Data storage[image: External link]

High-definition video[image: External link]

High-resolution audio[image: External link]

Stereoscopic 3D[image: External link]

PlayStation 3[image: External link] games[image: External link]

PlayStation 4[image: External link] games[image: External link]

Xbox One[image: External link] games[image: External link]







	Optical discs[image: External link]



	

General



	Optical disc[image: External link]

	Optical disc drive[image: External link]

	Optical disc authoring[image: External link]

	Authoring software[image: External link]

	
Recording technologies[image: External link]

	Recording modes[image: External link]

	Packet writing[image: External link]















	

Optical media types



	Compact Disc ( CD[image: External link]): CD-DA[image: External link], CD-ROM[image: External link], CD-R[image: External link], CD-RW[image: External link], 5.1 Music Disc[image: External link], Super Audio CD ( SACD[image: External link]), Photo CD[image: External link], CD Video ( CDV[image: External link]), Video CD ( VCD[image: External link]), Super Video CD ( SVCD[image: External link]), CD+G[image: External link], CD-Text[image: External link], CD-ROM XA[image: External link], CD-i[image: External link]


	
DVD[image: External link]: DVD-R[image: External link], DVD+R[image: External link], DVD-R DL[image: External link], DVD+R DL[image: External link], DVD-R DS[image: External link], DVD+R DS[image: External link], DVD-RW[image: External link], DVD+RW[image: External link], DVD-RAM[image: External link], DVD-D[image: External link], DVD-A[image: External link], HVD[image: External link], EcoDisc[image: External link]


	Blu-ray Disc ( BD[image: External link]): BD-R & BD-RE[image: External link], Ultra HD Blu-ray[image: External link]


	Blu-ray Disc 3D (Blu-ray 3D[image: External link])

	Universal Media Disc ( UMD[image: External link])

	Enhanced Versatile Disc ( EVD[image: External link])

	Forward Versatile Disc ( FVD[image: External link])

	Holographic Versatile Disc ( HVD[image: External link])

	China Blue High-definition Disc ( CBHD[image: External link])

	
HD DVD[image: External link]: HD DVD-R[image: External link], HD DVD-RW[image: External link], HD DVD-RAM[image: External link]


	High definition Versatile Multilayer Disc (HD VMD[image: External link])

	VCDHD[image: External link]

	GD-ROM[image: External link]

	MiniDisc: MD[image: External link], Hi-MD[image: External link]


	Laserdisc: LD[image: External link], LD-ROM[image: External link], LV-ROM[image: External link]


	Video Single Disc ( VSD[image: External link])

	Ultra Density Optical ( UDO[image: External link])

	Stacked Volumetric Optical Disk ( SVOD[image: External link])

	Five dimensional disc (5D DVD[image: External link])

	Nintendo optical disc ( NOD[image: External link])

	Archival Disc[image: External link]











	

Standards



	
SFF[image: External link] ATAPI[image: External link]/ MMC[image: External link]

	
Mount Rainier[image: External link] (packet writing)

	
Mount Fuji[image: External link] (layer jump recording)





	Rainbow Books[image: External link]

	File systems

	
ISO 9660[image: External link]

	Joliet[image: External link]

	Romeo[image: External link]

	
Rock Ridge[image: External link] / SUSP

	El Torito[image: External link]

	Apple ISO 9660 Extensions[image: External link]





	Universal Disk Format ( UDF[image: External link])

	ISO 13490[image: External link]















	

See also



	History of optical storage media[image: External link]

	High definition optical disc format war[image: External link]











	


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]










Blu-ray or Blu-ray Disc (BD) is a digital[image: External link] optical disc[image: External link] data storage[image: External link] format. It was designed to supersede the DVD[image: External link] format, in that it is capable of storing hours of video in high-definition[image: External link] (720p and 1080p) and ultra high-definition[image: External link] resolution ( 2160p[image: External link]). The main application of Blu-ray is as a medium for video material such as feature films[image: External link] and physical distribution of video games for the PlayStation 3[image: External link], PlayStation 4[image: External link], and Xbox One[image: External link]. The name "Blu-ray" refers to the blue laser[image: External link] (specifically, a violet laser) used to read the disc, which allows information to be stored at a greater density than is possible with the longer-wavelength red laser used for DVDs.

The plastic disc is 120 mm in diameter and 1.2 mm thick, the same size as DVDs and CDs[image: External link].[5] Conventional (pre-BD-XL) Blu-ray Disc discs contain 25  GB[image: External link] per layer, with dual layer discs (50 GB) being the industry standard for feature-length video discs. Triple-layer discs (100 GB) and quadruple layers (128 GB) are available for BD-XL re-writer drives.[6]

High-definition video may be stored on Blu-ray discs with up to 2160p resolution (3840×2160 pixels), at up to 60 frames[image: External link] per second. DVD discs had been limited to a maximum resolution of 480p ( NTSC[image: External link], 720×480 pixels) or 576p ( PAL[image: External link], 720×576 pixels).[7] Besides the hardware specifications, Blu-ray is associated with a set of multimedia formats.

The BD format was developed by the Blu-ray Disc Association[image: External link], a group representing makers of consumer electronics, computer hardware, and motion pictures. Sony[image: External link] unveiled the first Blu-ray disc prototypes in October 2000, and the first prototype player was released in April 2003 in Japan. Afterwards, it continued to be developed until its official release in June 2006. During the high definition optical disc format war[image: External link], Blu-ray Disc competed with the HD DVD[image: External link] format. Toshiba[image: External link], the main company that supported HD DVD, conceded in February 2008,[8] releasing its own Blu-ray Disc player in late 2009.[9] According to Media Research, high-definition software sales in the US were slower in the first two years than DVD software sales. Blu-ray faces competition from video on demand[image: External link] and the continued sale of DVDs.[10] As of January 2016, 44% of U.S. broadband households had a Blu-ray player.[11]
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 History
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 Early history




The information density of the DVD[image: External link] format was limited by the wavelength of the laser diodes[image: External link] used. Following protracted development, blue laser[image: External link] diodes operating at 405 nanometers[image: External link] became available on a production basis. Sony[image: External link] started two projects in collaboration with Philips[image: External link][12] applying the new diodes: UDO[image: External link] (Ultra Density Optical),[13] and DVR Blue (together with Pioneer[image: External link]),[14] a format of rewritable discs that would eventually become Blu-ray Disc (more specifically, BD-RE). The core technologies of the formats are similar. The first DVR Blue prototypes were unveiled at the CEATEC[image: External link] exhibition in October 2000 by Sony[image: External link].[15] A trademark for the "Blue Disc" logo was filed February 9, 2001.[16] On February 19, 2002, the project was officially announced as Blu-ray Disc,[17][18] and Blu-ray Disc Founders[image: External link] was founded by the nine initial members.

The first consumer device arrived in stores on April 10, 2003: the Sony BDZ-S77, a $3,800 (US) BD-RE recorder that was made available only in Japan.[19] But there was no standard for prerecorded video, and no movies were released for this player. Hollywood studios insisted that players be equipped with digital rights management[image: External link] before they would release movies for the new format, and they wanted a new DRM system that would be more secure than the failed Content Scramble System[image: External link] (CSS) used on DVDs. On October 4, 2004, the name "Blu-ray Disc Founders" was officially changed to the Blu-ray Disc Association[image: External link] (BDA), and 20th Century Fox[image: External link] joined the BDA's Board of Directors.[20] The Blu-ray Disc physical specifications were completed in 2004.[21]

In January 2005, TDK[image: External link] announced that they had now developed an ultra-hard yet very thin polymer coating (" Durabis[image: External link]") for Blu-ray discs; this was a significant technical advance because a far tougher protection was desired in the consumer market to protect bare discs against scratching and damage compared to DVD, while technically Blu-ray Disc required a much thinner layer for the denser and higher frequency blue laser.[22] Cartridges, originally used for scratch protection, were no longer necessary and were scrapped. The BD-ROM specifications were finalized in early 2006.[23]

AACS LA, a consortium founded in 2004,[24] had been developing the DRM platform that could be used to securely distribute movies to consumers. However, the final AACS standard was delayed,[25] and then delayed again when an important member of the Blu-ray Disc group voiced concerns.[26] At the request of the initial hardware manufacturers, including Toshiba, Pioneer, and Samsung, an interim standard was published that did not include some features, such as managed copy.[27]
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 Launch and sales developments




The first BD-ROM players (Samsung BD-P1000) were shipped in mid-June 2006, though HD DVD[image: External link] players beat them to market by a few months.[28][29] The first Blu-ray Disc titles were released on June 20, 2006: 50 First Dates[image: External link], The Fifth Element[image: External link], Hitch[image: External link], House of Flying Daggers[image: External link], Twister[image: External link], Underworld: Evolution[image: External link], xXx[image: External link] (all Sony[image: External link]), and MGM[image: External link]'s The Terminator[image: External link].[30] The earliest releases used MPEG-2[image: External link] video compression, the same method used on standard DVDs. The first releases using the newer VC-1[image: External link] and AVC[image: External link] formats were introduced in September 2006.[31] The first movies using 50 GB dual-layer discs were introduced in October 2006.[32] The first audio-only albums were released in May 2008.[33][34]

The first mass-market Blu-ray Disc rewritable drive for the PC was the BWU-100A, released by Sony[image: External link] on July 18, 2006.[35] It recorded both single and dual-layer BD-Rs as well as BD-REs and had a suggested retail price of US $699. As of June 2008, more than 2,500 Blu-ray Disc titles were available in Australia and the United Kingdom, with 3,500 in the United States and Canada.[36] In Japan, as of July 2010, more than 3,300 titles have been released.[37]
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 Competition from HD DVD




Main article: High definition optical disc format war[image: External link]


The DVD Forum[image: External link], chaired by Toshiba[image: External link], was split over whether to develop the more expensive blue laser technology or not. In March 2002 the forum approved a proposal, which was endorsed by Warner Bros.[image: External link] and other motion picture studios[image: External link]. The proposal involved compressing HD video onto dual-layer standard DVD-9[image: External link] discs.[38][39] In spite of this decision, however, the DVD Forum's Steering Committee announced in April that it was pursuing its own blue-laser high-definition video[image: External link] solution. In August, Toshiba and NEC announced their competing standard, Advanced Optical Disc.[40] It was finally adopted by the DVD Forum and renamed HD DVD[image: External link] the next year,[41] after being voted down twice by DVD Forum members who were also Blu-ray Disc Association members—a situation that drew preliminary investigations by the U.S. Department of Justice.[42]

HD DVD had a head start in the high-definition video market, as Blu-ray Disc sales were slow to gain market share. The first Blu-ray Disc player was perceived as expensive and buggy, and there were few titles available.[43]

The appearance of the Sony PlayStation 3[image: External link], which contained a Blu-ray Disc player for primary storage, helped support Blu-ray.[44] Sony also ran a more thorough and influential marketing campaign for the format.[45] AVCHD[image: External link] camcorders were also introduced in 2006. These recordings can be played back on many Blu-ray Disc players without re-encoding but are not compatible with HD DVD players. By January 2007, Blu-ray Discs had outsold HD DVDs,[46] and during the first three-quarters of 2007, BD outsold HD DVD by about two to one. At CES 2007[image: External link], Warner proposed Total Hi Def[image: External link]—a hybrid disc containing Blu-ray on one side and HD DVD on the other, but it was never released.

In a June 28, 2007, press release, Twentieth Century Fox cited Blu-ray Disc's adoption of the BD+ anticopying system as key to their decision to support the Blu-ray Disc format.[47][48] On January 4, 2008, a day before CES[image: External link] 2008, Warner Bros.[image: External link] (the only major studio still releasing movies in both HD DVD and Blu-ray Disc format) announced that it would release only in Blu-ray Disc after May 2008.[49] This effectively included other studios that came under the Warner umbrella, such as New Line Cinema[image: External link] and HBO[image: External link]—though in Europe, HBO distribution partner, the BBC[image: External link], announced it would, while keeping an eye on market forces, continue to release product on both formats. This led to a chain reaction in the industry, with major U.S. retailers such as Best Buy[image: External link], Walmart[image: External link], and Circuit City[image: External link] and Canadian chains such as Future Shop[image: External link] dropping HD DVD in their stores. A then major European retailer, Woolworths[image: External link], dropped HD DVD from its inventory.[50] Netflix[image: External link] and Blockbuster[image: External link]—major DVD rental[image: External link] companies—said they would no longer carry HD DVD.

Following these new developments, on February 19, 2008, Toshiba announced it would end production of HD DVD devices,[51] allowing Blu-ray Disc to become the industry standard for high-density optical discs. Universal Studios[image: External link], the sole major movie studio to back HD DVD since its inception, said shortly after Toshiba's announcement: "While Universal values the close partnership we have shared with Toshiba, it is time to turn our focus to releasing new and catalog titles on Blu-ray Disc."[52] Paramount Pictures, which started releasing movies only in HD DVD[image: External link] format during late 2007, also said it would start releasing in Blu-ray Disc. Both studios announced initial Blu-ray lineups in May 2008. With this, all major Hollywood studios supported Blu-ray.[53]
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 Future scope and market trends




According to Media Research, high-definition software sales in the US were slower in the first two years than DVD software sales.[54] 16.3 million DVD software units were sold in the first two years (1997–98) compared to 8.3 million high-definition software units (2006–07).[54][55] One reason given for this difference was the smaller marketplace (26.5 million HDTVs in 2007 compared to 100 million SDTVs in 1998).[55] Former HD DVD supporter Microsoft[image: External link] did not make a Blu-ray Disc drive for the Xbox 360[image: External link].[56] The 360's successor Xbox One[image: External link] features a Blu-ray drive, as does the PS4, with both supporting 3D Blu-ray after later firmware updates.[57][58]

Shortly after the "format war" ended, Blu-ray disc sales began to increase. A study by The NPD Group[image: External link] found that awareness of Blu-ray Disc had reached 60% of U.S. households. Nielsen VideoScan sales numbers showed that for some titles, such as 20th Century Fox's Hitman, up to 14% of total disc sales were from Blu-ray, although the average Blu-ray sales for the first half of the year were only around 5%. In December 2008, the Blu-ray Disc version of The Dark Knight[image: External link] sold 600,000 copies on the first day of its launch in the United States, Canada, and the United Kingdom.[59] A week after the launch, The Dark Knight BD had sold over 1.7 million copies worldwide, making it the first Blu-ray Disc title to sell over a million copies in the first week of release.[60]



	Blu-ray Disc sales in United States and Canada



	Year
	Cumulative sales (millions)



	2006
	1.2[61]




	2007
	19.2[61]




	2008
	82.9[61]




	2009
	177.2[61]




	2010
	350[62]





According to Singulus Technologies[image: External link] AG, Blu-ray is being adopted faster than the DVD format was at a similar period in its development. This conclusion was based on the fact that Singulus Technologies has received orders for 21 Blu-ray dual-layer machines during the first quarter of 2008, while 17 DVD machines of this type were made in the same period in 1997.[63] According to GfK Retail and Technology, in the first week of November 2008, sales of Blu-ray recorders surpassed DVD recorders in Japan.[64] According to the Digital Entertainment Group, the total number of Blu-ray Disc playback devices (both set-top box and game console) sold in the U.S. had reached 28.5 million by the end of 2010.[62]

Blu-ray faces competition from video on demand[image: External link][65] and from new technologies that allow access to movies on any format or device, such as Digital Entertainment Content Ecosystem[image: External link] or Disney's Keychest[image: External link].[66] Some commentators have suggested that renting Blu-ray will play a vital part in keeping the technology affordable while allowing it to move forward.[67] In an effort to increase sales, studios are releasing movies in combo packs with Blu-ray Discs and DVDs as well as digital copies[image: External link] that can be played on computers and mobile devices. Some are released on "flipper" discs with Blu-ray on one side and DVD on the other. Other strategies are to release movies with the special features only on Blu-ray Discs and none on DVDs.
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 Beyond Blu-ray Disc




The Holographic Versatile Disc[image: External link] (HVD), described in the ECMA-377 standard, has been in development by The Holography System Development (HSD) Forum using a green writing/reading laser (532 nm) and a red positioning/addressing laser (650 nm). It is to offer MPEG-2, MPEG-4 AVC (H.264), HEVC[image: External link] (H.265), and VC-1 encoding, supporting a maximum storage capacity of 6TB.[68] No systems corresponding to the Ecma International[image: External link] HVD standard have been released.[69] Because the Blu-ray Disc format is upgradable it poses challenges to the adoption of the HVD format. 4K[image: External link] Blu-ray discs and players became available in the first quarter of 2016, having a storage capacity of up to 100 GB.[70][71]
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 Ongoing development




Although the Blu-ray Disc specification has been finalized, engineers continue to work on advancing the technology. By 2005, quad-layer (128 GB) discs had been demonstrated on a drive with modified optics[72] and standard unaltered optics.[73] Hitachi stated that such a disc could be used to store 7 hours of 32 Mbit/s video (HDTV) or 3 hours and 30 minutes of 64 Mbit/s video (Ultra high definition television[image: External link]). In August 2006, TDK[image: External link] announced that they had created a working experimental Blu-ray Disc capable of holding 200 GB of data on a single side, using six 33 GB data layers.[74]

Also, behind closed doors at CES[image: External link] 2007, Ritek[image: External link] revealed that they had successfully developed a High Definition optical disc process that extends the disc capacity to ten layers, which increases the capacity of the discs to 250 GB. However, they noted that the major obstacle is that current read/write technology does not allow additional layers.[75] JVC[image: External link] has developed a three-layer technology that allows putting both standard-definition DVD data and HD data on a BD/(standard) DVD combination.[76] This would have enabled the consumer to purchase a disc that can be played on DVD players and can also reveal its HD version when played on a BD player.[77] Japanese optical disc manufacturer Infinity announced the first "hybrid" Blu-ray Disc/(standard) DVD combo, to be released February 18, 2009. This disc set of the TV series "Code Blue" featured four hybrid discs containing a single Blu-ray Disc layer (25 GB) and two DVD layers (9 GB) on the same side of the disc.[78]

In January 2007, Hitachi[image: External link] showcased a 100 GB Blu-ray Disc, consisting of four layers containing 25 GB each.[79] Unlike TDK[image: External link] and Panasonic[image: External link]'s 100 GB discs, they claim this disc is readable on standard Blu-ray Disc drives that are currently in circulation, and it is believed that a firmware update is the only requirement to make it readable to current players and drives.[80] In December 2008, Pioneer Corporation[image: External link] unveiled a 400 GB Blu-ray Disc (containing 16 data layers, 25 GB each) that will be compatible with current players after a firmware update. Its planned launch was in the 2009–10 time frame for ROM and 2010–13 for rewritable discs. Ongoing development was underway to create a 1  TB[image: External link] Blu-ray Disc.[81]

At CES 2009, Panasonic unveiled the DMP-B15, the first portable Blu-ray Disc player, and Sharp[image: External link] introduced the LC-BD60U and LC-BD80U series, the first LCD HDTVs with integrated Blu-ray Disc players. Sharp has also announced that they will sell HDTVs with integrated Blu-ray Disc recorders in the United States by the end of 2009. Set-top box recorders were not being sold in the U.S. for fear of unauthorized copying. However, personal computers with Blu-ray recorder drives were available. On January 1, 2010, Sony, in association with Panasonic, announced plans to increase the storage capacity on their Blu-ray Discs from 25 GB to 33.4 GB via a technology called i-MLSE (Maximum likelihood[image: External link] Sequence Estimation). The higher-capacity discs, according to Sony, would be readable on existing Blu-ray Disc players with a firmware upgrade. No date was set to include the increased space, although in 2010 Blu-ray.com reported that "it will likely happen sometime later this year."[82]

On July 20, 2010, the research team of Sony and Japanese Tohoku University announced the joint development of a blue-violet laser,[83] to help create Blu-ray discs with a capacity of 1 TB using only two layers (and potentially more than 1 TB with additional layering). By comparison, the first blue laser was invented in 1996, with the first prototype discs coming four years later.

On January 7, 2013, Sony announced that it would release "Mastered in 4K" Blu-ray Disc titles which are sourced at 4K[image: External link] and encoded at 1080p.[84] "Mastered in 4K" Blu-ray Disc titles can be played on existing Blu-ray Disc players and have a larger color space[image: External link] using xvYCC[image: External link].[84][85] On January 14, 2013, Blu-ray Disc Association president, Andy Parsons, stated that a task force was created three months prior to conduct a study concerning an extension to the Blu-ray Disc specification that would add the ability to contain 4K Ultra HD video.[86][87]

On August 5, 2015, The Blu-ray Disc Association (BDA) announced it will commence licensing the Ultra HD Blu-ray format starting August 24, 2015. The Ultra HD Blu-ray format delivered high dynamic range content that significantly expanded the range between the brightest and darkest elements, expanded color range, high frame rate (up to 60fps) and up to 3840x2160 resolution, object-based sound formats, and an optional "digital bridge" feature. New players were required to play this format, which were able to play both DVDs, traditional Blu-rays and the new format. New Ultra HD Blu-ray discs hold up to 66 GB and 100 GB of data on dual and triple layer discs respectively.[88]
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 Physical media






	Type
	Diameter

(cm)
	Layers
	Capacity



	Bytes[image: External link]



	Standard disc size, single layer
	12
	1
	25,025,314,816



	Standard disc size, dual layer
	12
	2
	50,050,629,632



	Standard disc size, XL 3 layer[89]
	12
	3
	100,103,356,416



	Standard disc size, XL 4 layer[89]
	12
	4
	128,001,769,472



	Mini disc size, single layer
	8
	1
	7,791,181,824



	Mini disc size, dual layer
	8
	2
	15,582,363,648
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 Laser and optics




While a DVD uses a 650  nm[image: External link] red laser, Blu-ray Disc uses a 405 nm " blue[image: External link]" laser diode[image: External link]. Note that even though the laser is called "blue", its color is actually in the violet[image: External link] range. The shorter wavelength can be focused to a smaller area, thus enabling it to read information recorded in pits that are less than half the size of those on a DVD, and can consequently be spaced more closely, resulting in a shorter track pitch, enabling a Blu-ray Disc to hold about five times the amount of information that can be stored on a DVD. The lasers are GaN[image: External link] (gallium nitride) laser diodes that produce 405 nm light directly, that is, without frequency doubling[image: External link] or other nonlinear optical[image: External link] mechanisms.[90] Conventional DVDs[image: External link] use 650 nm red lasers, and CDs[image: External link] use 780 nm near-infrared lasers.

The minimum "spot size[image: External link]" on which a laser can be focused is limited by diffraction[image: External link] and depends on the wavelength of the light and the numerical aperture[image: External link] of the lens[image: External link] used to focus it. By decreasing the wavelength, increasing the numerical aperture from 0.60 to 0.85, and making the cover layer thinner to avoid unwanted optical effects, designers can cause the laser beam to focus on a smaller spot, which effectively allows more information to be stored in the same area.[91] For Blu-ray Disc, the spot size is 580 nm.[92] This allows a reduction of the pit size from 400 nm for DVD to 150 nm for Blu-ray Disc, and of the track pitch from 740 nm to 320 nm.[91] See Compact Disc[image: External link] for information on optical discs' physical structure. In addition to the optical improvements, Blu-ray Discs feature improvements in data encoding that further increase the amount of content that can be stored.[93]
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 Hard-coating technology




Since the Blu-ray Disc data layer is closer to the surface of the disc compared to the DVD[image: External link] standard, it was more vulnerable to scratches in early designs.[94] The first discs were therefore housed in cartridges[image: External link] for protection, resembling Professional Discs[image: External link] introduced by Sony in 2003. Using a cartridge would increase the price of an already expensive medium, so designers chose hard-coating of the pickup surface instead. TDK[image: External link] was the first company to develop a working scratch-protection coating for Blu-ray Discs, naming it Durabis[image: External link]. In addition, both Sony's and Panasonic's replication methods include proprietary hard-coat technologies. Sony's rewritable media are spin-coated, using a scratch-resistant and antistatic coating. Verbatim's[image: External link] recordable and rewritable Blu-ray Discs use their own proprietary technology, called Hard Coat.[95]

The Blu-ray Disc specification requires the testing of resistance to scratches by mechanical abrasion[image: External link].[91] In contrast, DVD media are not required to be scratch-resistant, but since development of the technology, some companies, such as Verbatim, implemented hard-coating for more expensive lines of recordable DVDs.
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 Drive speeds






	BD drive speeds



	Drive speed
	Data rate
	~Write time (minutes)



	Mbit/s[image: External link]
	MB/s[image: External link]
	Single-Layer
	Dual-Layer



	1×
	36
	4.5
	90
	180



	2×
	72
	9
	45
	90



	4×
	144
	18
	22.5
	45



	6×
	216
	27
	15
	30



	8×
	288
	36
	11.25
	22.5



	10×
	360
	45
	9
	18



	12×
	432
	54
	7.5
	15



	14×
	504
	63
	6.5
	13



	16×
	576
	72
	5.7
	11.5




The table shows the speeds available. Even the lowest speed (1x) is sufficient to play and record real-time 1080p video; the higher speeds are relevant for general data storage and more sophisticated handling of video.

The usable data rate of a Blu-ray Disc drive can be limited by the capacity of the drive's data interface. With a USB 2.0[image: External link] interface, the maximum exploitable drive speed is 288  Mbit/s[image: External link] or 36  MB/s[image: External link] (also called 8× speed).[96] A USB 3.0[image: External link] interface (with proper cabling) does not have this limitation,[97] nor do even the oldest version of Serial ATA[image: External link] (SATA) nor the latest Parallel ATA[image: External link] standards.[98] Blu-ray drives that are integrated into a computer (as opposed to physically separate and connected via a cable) typically have a SATA interface.[99]
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 Packaging




Pre-recorded Blu-ray Disc titles usually ship in packages similar to but slightly smaller (18.5 mm shorter and 2 mm thinner: 135 mm x 171.5 mm x 13 mm.[100]) than a standard DVD keep case[image: External link], generally with the format prominently displayed in a horizontal stripe across the top of the case (blue for Blu-ray, red for PlayStation 3[image: External link] Greatest Hits Games, and clear for PlayStation 3 regular games), clear dark blue for PlayStation 4[image: External link] games and clear dark green for Xbox One[image: External link] games. Warren Osborn and The Seastone Media Group, LLC created the package that was adopted worldwide following the Blu-ray vs. HD DVD market adoption choice.[101]
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 Variants
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 Mini Blu-ray Disc




The "Mini Blu-ray Disc" (also, "Mini-BD" and "Mini Blu-ray") is a compact 8 cm (~3 in)-diameter variant of the Blu-ray Disc that can store 7.8 GB of data in its single layer configuration, or 15.6 GB on a dual layer disc.[102] It is similar in concept to the MiniDVD[image: External link] and MiniCD[image: External link]. Recordable (BD-R) and rewritable (BD-RE) versions of Mini Blu-ray Disc have been developed specifically for compact camcorders and other compact recording devices.[103]
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 Blu-ray Disc recordable




Main article: Blu-ray Disc recordable[image: External link]


"Blu-ray Disc recordable" refers to two optical disc[image: External link] formats that can be recorded with an optical disc recorder[image: External link]. BD-Rs can be written to once, whereas BD-REs can be erased and re-recorded multiple times. The current practical maximum speed for Blu-ray Discs is about 12×. Higher speeds of rotation (10,000+ rpm) cause too much wobble for the discs to be written properly, as with the 20× and 52× maximum speeds, respectively, of standard DVDs[image: External link] and CDs[image: External link]. Since September 2007, BD-RE[image: External link] is also available in the smaller 8 cm Mini Blu-ray Disc size.[103][104]

On September 18, 2007, Pioneer[image: External link] and Mitsubishi[image: External link] codeveloped BD-R LTH ("Low to High" in groove recording), which features an organic[image: External link] dye recording layer that can be manufactured by modifying existing CD-R and DVD-R production equipment, significantly reducing manufacturing costs.[105] In February 2008, Taiyo Yuden[image: External link], Mitsubishi, and Maxell[image: External link] released the first BD-R LTH Discs,[106] and in March 2008, Sony's PlayStation 3 officially gained the ability to use BD-R LTH Discs with the 2.20 firmware update.[107] In May 2009 Verbatim/Mitsubishi announced the industry's first 6X BD-R LTH media, which allows recording a 25 GB disc in about 16 minutes.[108]
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