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»How can we sleep while our beds are burning«


50 years of Greenpeace - 50 years of »Hope in Action« for a green, peaceful and just world


50 years of Greenpeace


by Jennifer Morgan and Thomas Henningsen


A more spectacular beginning could not have been imagined for Greenpeace. In September 1971, a crew of just twelve set out to peacefully confront the U.S.A., the world’s most powerful military force, over the detonation of an underground nuclear bomb on the island of Amchitka. Although the test went ahead, the mission was a success, as it would be the last nuclear test on the island due to the vociferous protests that were held during Greenpeace’s voyage.


The waves caused by the courage and compassion of that small crew have been resonating ever since, and the work being done by Greenpeace has only intensified as the climate and biodiversity crisis tragically continues to worsen. Injustice in all its forms, from climate to race to gender to economic disparity, continues to reign supreme due to corrupt politicians and greedy elites, and yet the hope and power of people both young and old, from all walks of life, holds firm. A safer, healthier, greener tomorrow can still happen, as we already have the solutions to the climate and biodiversity crises, but we are still on our journey to implementing them and turning them into reality.


Greenpeace has always based its campaigns and missions on its vision of a green and peaceful world. Then as now, the environmental network’s activities are based on five pillars:


MISSION


Greenpeace is an international environmental campaigning network that aims to protect the diversity of life and the planet.


ACTIONS


Bearing witness and non-violent direct actions are central to Greenpeace’s campaigns and aim to hold polluters to account. Documenting environmental crimes to show the world what it does not know or has forgotten helps us to make it a witness to our actions when intervening and calling out those in power who are causing the planet harm. The development of scientific principles and solutions to influence political processes have become an important activity over the the network’s lifetime. Climate litigation is becoming an increasingly potent campaigning tool for bringing about positive change.


GLOBALNESS


Peace and the environment know no borders, which is why Greenpeace has had an international focus right from the start, and now has a more diverse and global outlook than ever before. We have grown into a global movement with an international network alongside allies. This means we no longer stand alone in tackling what are often challenges facing specific nations – quite the contrary, in fact, because the international implications and global threat they present make these challenges opportunities as well – ones that can often be overcome more effectively with global support. Greenpeace is active on all seven continents, and maintains a permanent presence in 55 countries, bringing together millions of supporters across the planet, from all ethnicities, creeds, sexes, gender identities and economic backgrounds.


POLITICAL AND FINANCIAL INDEPENDENCE


From the very outset, a focus was directed at maintaining financial and political independence. This was prioritised because only this gives Greenpeace the freedom to act and criticise openly. It is private donations that make our work possible – we do not accept money from companies, state or government agencies.


PEOPLE POWER


A mind bomb 50 years ago has led to a movement that has an impact on the entire world, thanks to millions of courageous volunteers. More than 3,000 people currently work for Greenpeace. Worldwide, many thousands more provide their support on a voluntary basis and many millions support Greenpeace.


WHAT HAS GREENPEACE ACHIEVED?


Greenpeace has achieved important successes from the Arctic to the Amazon, as well as in Africa, Asia and beyond; from the halls of power to mining towns to school rooms, from the end of commercial whaling to the ban on dumping radioactive and toxic waste in the world’s oceans. Its successes also include the World Park Antarctica, and the development and the roll-out of CFC-free refrigerators, as well as its key role in achieving a phase-out of nuclear power and preventing genetic engineering in agriculture – not to mention stopping deforestation and promoting the fossil-fuel phaseout.


Greenpeace has had an impact on countless lives – improving the conditions in which people, animals and plants live, at times saving them – with every hectare of forest spared, with every square kilometre of marine reserve declared, and with every improvement made to nature conservation and environmental protection laws.


Ecological thinking and sustainable action have become an essential part of political discussions across the world – in stark contrast to the situation at the beginning of the 1970s. Of course, this was no easy feat – a strong will, courage, creativity, perseverance and, above all, the tireless commitment of so many people were, and will remain, necessary. And Greenpeace cannot take credit for all this positive change alone.


The environmental movement, which Greenpeace is proud to be a part of, has had to reassert and reinvent itself time and again, changing with the constantly shifting backdrop of corrupt lobbying, insipid greenwashing, anachronistic thinking, and polluters putting profit before people and the planet. It has also had to change and grow, welcoming unexpected allies, sharing precious resources, and broadening the vision we share of a healthier tomorrow for everyone. This has involved self-reflection on the need to empower the most marginalized and vulnerable groups among us, while we are constantly challenging ourselves to be more inclusive and egalitarian.


We have arrived in a decisive decade for the climate, and we have had to place a keener focus than ever before on the intersectionality of the crises the world is facing today, highlighting the interdependency of the solutions, and exhibiting the boldness necessary to embrace radical systemic change. We need to remain courageous enough to hope.


Even our mission is evolving, because it is no longer just about protecting the foundations on which life rests but is now also about preserving them and ensuring their survival on earth.


Today we are facing the greatest environmental crisis of all time – the biodiversity and climate crisis. The climate change caused by humans and, in particular, the inaction of many politicians is expediting the loss of biodiversity. This scenario is racing towards us at a speed that could soon see a future arrive that it is imperative to prevent.


The sixth status report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), which was just published in August 2021, vividly shows how dramatic the situation is and what unspeakable suffering we are in for if we do not manage to use the remaining period of a few years to change course and avert the worst climate scenarios.


The polar caps are melting at an unprecedented rate – the amount of meltwater from Greenland in the last 20 years totalled around 4,000 gigatonnes, or around 400,000 tonnes per minute every day for the last 20 years. The Ohio State University warned that the »point of no return« could be reached for Greenland’s ice cap in August 2020, this would mean that no matter what we do, Greenland’s ice will melt and raise the global sea level by around seven metres. The only question that would remain is how fast this will happen. In the same year, the highest temperature ever recorded in Antarctica, almost 21 degrees Celsius, was measured. And the world is literally on fire, with the earth’s forests burning more than ever, deadly and destructive fires in the tropical forests of Amazonia, Africa and Asia, but also in North America,southern Europe, Australia and even in the far north of Russia.


We are experiencing more and more violent storms, floods, fires and other extreme catastrophic weather events – combined with water scarcity, droughts, failed harvests and the famines that result from them. According to the latest study by the Institute for Economics and Peace, there will be 1.2 billion people seeking a new home over the coming 30 years as climate refugees.


The climate crisis is nothing new, and by now, we should be more than aware that we are heading towards a hitherto unseen period of upheaval – if we fail to take fast and consistent measures to counteract climate change.


It is precisely because of these impending dangers that the climate movement is so vital, and makes it all the more necessary to form alliances now. Forging powerful networks is a global priority for Greenpeace. Because governments are still not implementing the urgently needed climate goals, alliances with industry – the ones prepared to take responsibility – or with local politicians are necessary. This also extends to groups you might not initially associate with us, such as the Black Lives Matter movement in the U.S.A. or First Nations on all continents, People of Colour, and LGBTQI+. Greenpeace supports them because it is the system that we have to change. The same economic and, in part, the same social system that oppresses marginalised communities, People of Colour and Indigenous peoples is also a system that allows the exploitation and destruction of nature. In addition, support, cooperation, and alliances with the youth of the world – the next generations – has a key importance.


Links to the original songs by Midnight Oil.


Beds Are Burning (1987) and Beds are Burning – TckTckTck (2009) – Time for Climate Justice


Some things have still not changed since the 1970s: the environmental ignorance of most politicians, and the lack of conscience exhibited by many corporations. Investors, banks and financiers are simply carrying on with activities that are injurious to the climate and environment instead of taking responsibility and promoting change. We have to get people around the world to vote for politicians who will support the energy, mobility and agricultural transition. We need leaders in power who are prepared to implement solutions, take immediate measures, and promote technologies that are already available, and also ensure all industry investments are made with environmental requirements in mind, moving the world towards an ecologically compatible economic system.


»HOW DO WE SLEEP WHILE OUR BEDS ARE BURNING?«


The song by the Australian band Midnight Oil describes the forced displacement of the Australian Pintupi Aborigines and the subsequent contamination of their traditional grounds by nuclear weapons testing. This text not only resonates with Greenpeace due to its anti-nuclear origins, but also because of the current situation around the world. This song was rewritten for the global climate summit in Copenhagen in 2009 in order to warn the participating politicians about the impending climate crisis.


The world failed to seize the opportunity in Copenhagen, resulting in the loss of valuable time. We are determined to keep going and keep contributing to real change on the basis of strong alliances. We maintain hope, and that gives us the will to keep growing, to get the international youth climate movement involved, and to inspire the same hope among the new generation of activists.


The current climate and biodiversity emergency shows the urgency of a radical and fundamental systemic change for a green and just future for everyone – the youth of today and tomorrow, Indigenous peoples and marginalised communities on the climate frontlines, and other living beings that share our beautiful lands, waters and sky with us. Greenpeace continues to confront, to learn, to be creative, and to be compassionate and courageous.


This book should not only be a book that shares insights into the exciting, moving and richly illustrated history of our organisation, thereby also sharing insights into the people who have contributed so much to it, but also be a book that shows this to everyone who has yet to become involved, and that encourages and motivates them to join the fight for a diverse, peaceful, clean and just world.


This is why the credo that motivates and drives us at Greenpeace, and those who support Greenpeace, is:


IT IS NOT THE TIME TO REST, EVEN MORE SO NOW, BECAUSE OUR EARTH IS STARTING TO BURN.




Fascinating wonders of nature


Our earth is actually a planet full of fascinating wonders of nature, as evidenced by flocks of bright red scarlet ibis flying over a wetland on the coast of Brazil


5 February 2017


[image: image]




Unforgivable environmental destruction


Complete destruction of a primaeval forest area in Papua/Indonesia for the irresponsible expansion of oil palm monocultures. Palm oil is used in many foods, cosmetics and often even so-called biodiesel in Europe and North America, and is a major cause of rainforest destruction


1 April 2018
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Death in the net


Gruesome image of a Pacific white-sided dolphin drowning in a Japanese fishing company’s drift net. Around 300,000 small and large cetaceans and millions of other marine creatures are still dying as so-called bycatch in the drift, trawl, set and ghost nets of the world’s oceans


18 August 1990


[image: image]




»Point of no return«


The polar regions are melting at a dramatic rate, affecting the climate and life all over the world. In August 2020, after years of study, Ohio State University warned of a »point of no return« for Greenland’s gigantic ice sheet, which is up to three kilometres thick. A dangerous global tipping point because the melting, which will result in a sea level rise of around seven metres


17 March 2017
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Ocean contamination


The Deep Water Horizon disaster in the Gulf of Mexico, for which British oil company BP was responsible, was one of the biggest environmental disasters in history. The oil industry is still responsible for massive poisoning of our oceans, with accidents and daily oil spills a part of regular operations


24 June 2010
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A truckload of plastic every minute


Piles of plastic on the beaches of the Philippines: every year, some 400 million tonnes of plastic are produced. At least 60 million tonnes, or one truckload every minute, finish up in the oceans and remain there for centuries. Plastic not only poisons the environment, as on the Philippine beaches shown here, but also animals and humans, who ingest it as microplastic with their food. Our throwaway society is therefore costing the lives of over 130,000 marine mammals – whales, dolphins and seals – and over a million sea birds – every year


3 May 2017
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Worldwide droughts


Droughts are becoming more frequent and more severe, and they are now happening worldwide. Even the Amazon, which has the largest volume of water by far of any river on earth, is increasingly affected – as are its unique creatures


27 October 2005
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Global coral die-off


Corals, which are a species of cnidaria, live in close symbiosis with the smallest single-cell algae (zooxanthellae), which lend the corals their colourful appearance. This symbiosis usually has a very sensitive reaction to environmental changes. Even small temperature changes can cause the coral-algae relationship to break down. The stone corals lose their wonderful colours, are bleached, and die if the conditions do not change again. The current climate change may already result in a mass extinction of the corals, and according to the World Biodiversity Forum, a temperature increase of 1.5 degrees Celsius could kill off 70 to 90 percent of the stone corals, with 2 degrees causing 99 percent to die. This would mean that the most biodiverse biocoenosis found in the oceans, which has been developing for around 225 million years, could be wiped out in just a few decades – with incalculable consequences for all life on earth. This is one more dramatic result of the climate change caused by humans, and another reason to finally take consistent action against it


1 March 2017
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Contaminated food


A villager in Shuanggio, China, holds contaminated oranges in his hands. The fruits, vegetables, grains and even the water were contaminated by nearby chemical factories – with cadmium in particular


25 May 2005
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Endless cattle farms


In places where species-rich rainforest previously grew, more and more gigantic cattle farms are being established, primarily to satisfy wealthy nations’ hunger for meat


8 August 2008
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Poisoned workplaces


With its large-scale air and water pollution, a jeans-washing factory in the Chinese city of Xintang is poisoning workplaces and residential areas


14 August 2010
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Enormous overfishing


More and more ships are hunting fewer and fewer fish. Industrial fishing fleets worldwide are using ever larger ships and nets for their operations, thereby also robbing subsistence fishermen of food and their livelihoods. Meanwhile, 80 percent of all fish stocks worldwide are already considered overfished or on the brink of overfishing


12 November 2012
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Entire rainforests are disappearing and being boiled down to pulp for paper


In Indonesia, mind-boggling amounts of wood are processed into pulp to make paper. Valuable, biodiverse rainforests are disappearing in the huge factories – such as this one belonging to the Asia Pulp and Paper Company in southern Sumatra. Factories like this can also simultaneously poison the environment, water, soil and air


16 October 2010
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More and more forest fires


Australia, California, Greece, Italy, Spain, the Amazon and, again and again, Russia, where thousands of square kilometres of fascinating taiga forests burn every year: all over the world, wildfires are becoming more frequent, more intense, and more deadly. In Australia alone, between 500 million and one billion vertebrates – including what might have been more than half of the entire koala population – died a horrible death in the flames during the disastrous fire season of 2019/2020. More and more wildfires around the world also mean faster and faster global warming – a self-perpetuating effect that leads to even more devastating fires. We have set a vicious cycle in motion. And the conflagrations are leading to another feedback effect, namely that Russian forest fires in particular are dumping large quantities of soot into the Arctic, which is deposited as what is known as black carbon on the white ice flats, thereby preventing the sun’s rays from being reflected. As a result, the ice melts even faster, further accelerating global warming and, in turn, making the forests increasingly susceptible to catching fire


17 June 2020
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GREENPEACE EXISTS BECAUSE THIS FRAGILE EARTH DESERVES A VOICE. IT NEEDS SOLUTIONS. IT NEEDS CHANGE. IT NEEDS ACTION.




OUR VISION


WE BELIEVE OPTIMISM IS A FORM OF COURAGE. WE BELIEVE THAT A BILLION ACTS OF COURAGE CAN SPARK A BRIGHTER TOMORROW. TO THAT END WE MODEL COURAGE, WE CHAMPION COURAGE, WE SHARE STORIES OF COURAGEOUS ACTS BY OUR SUPPORTERS AND ALLIES, WE INVITE PEOPLE OUT OF THEIR COMFORT ZONES TO TAKE COURAGEOUS ACTION WITH US, INDIVIDUALLY IN THEIR DAILY LIVES, AND IN COMMUNITY WITH OTHERS WHO SHARE OUR COMMITMENT TO A BETTER WORLD. A GREEN AND PEACEFUL FUTURE IS OUR QUEST. THE HEROES OF OUR STORY ARE ALL OF US WHO BELIEVE THAT A BETTER WORLD IS NOT ONLY WITHIN REACH, BUT BEING BUILT TODAY.




OUR MISSION


GREENPEACE IS AN INDEPENDENT CAMPAIGNING NETWORK THAT USES NON-VIOLENT AND CREATIVE FORMS OF CONFRONTATION TO EXPOSE GLOBAL ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEMS AND TO ADVANCE THE SOLUTIONS THAT ARE ESSENTIAL FOR A GREEN AND PEACEFUL FUTURE. GREENPEACE’S GOAL IS TO ENSURE THE ABILITY OF THE EARTH TO NURTURE LIFE IN ALL ITS DIVERSITY. THIS IS WHY GREENPEACE SEEKS TO PROTECT BIODIVERSITY IN ALL ITS FORMS, PREVENT POLLUTION AND THE ABUSE OF THE EARTH’S OCEANS, LAND, AIR AND FRESH WATER, AND TO END ALL NUCLEAR THREATS, PROMOTE PEACE, GLOBAL DISARMAMENT AND NON-VIOLENCE.




OUR CORE VALUES


PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY AND NON-VIOLENCE


WE TAKE ACTION BASED ON CONSCIENCE. THIS MEANS WE ARE ACCOUNTABLE FOR OUR ACTIONS AND TAKE PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY. WE ARE COMMITTED TO PEACEFULNESS; EVERYONE ON A GREENPEACE ACTION IS TRAINED IN NONVIOLENCE.


INDEPENDENCE


WE DO NOT ACCEPT MONEY FROM GOVERNMENTS, CORPORATIONS OR POLITICAL PARTIES. INDIVIDUAL CONTRIBUTIONS, TOGETHER WITH GRANTS FROM FOUNDATIONS, ARE THE ONLY SOURCE OF OUR FUNDING.


GREENPEACE HAS NO PERMANENT FRIENDS OR FOES


IF YOUR GOVERNMENT OR COMPANY IS WILLING TO CHANGE, WE WILL WORK WITH YOU TO ACHIEVE YOUR AIMS. REVERSE COURSE, AND WE WILL BE BACK. WHAT MATTERS ISN’T WORDS, BUT ACTIONS.


PROMOTING SOLUTIONS


IT’S NOT ENOUGH FOR US TO POINT THE FINGER; WE DEVELOP, RESEARCH AND PROMOTE CONCRETE STEPS TOWARDS A GREEN AND PEACEFUL FUTURE FOR ALL OF US.


DISCLAIMER


GREENPEACE IS A GLOBAL CAMPAIGNING NETWORK, WHICH COMPRISES 26 INDEPENDENT NATIONAL/REGIONAL GREENPEACE ORGANISATIONS IN OVER 55 COUNTRIES, AS WELL AS A CO-ORDINATING AND SUPPORTING ORGANISATION, GREENPEACE INTERNATIONAL (SEE MAP PAGE 142). THIS BOOK PORTRAYS THE HISTORY OF THE NETWORK AS A WHOLE, AND FOR REASONS OF STYLE AND READABILITY, DOES NOT ALWAYS IDENTIFY WHICH GREENPEACE ORGANISATION WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR SPECIFIC ACTIVITIES DESCRIBED. IT ALSO USES WORDS LIKE »WE«, »US« AND »OUR« TO REFER TO ACTIVITIES OF THE VARIOUS GREENPEACE ORGANISATIONS, THEIR STAFF, VOLUNTEERS OR SUPPORTERS. THIS DOES NOT MEAN THAT THE PUBLISHER, THE AUTHORS OR THE SPECIFIC ORGANISATIONS THAT EMPLOY THE AUTHORS WERE RESPONSIBLE FOR THESE ACTIVITIES.




»HOPE IN ACTION« BE AN EYEWITNESS – SO THAT THE WORLD ITSELF BECOMES AN EYEWITNESS


WE HUMANS CAN SMELL, HEAR, TASTE, FEEL, AND YET WE PERCEIVE ALMOST 80 PERCENT OF OUR SURROUNDINGS USING OUR EYES ALONE.


A QUARTER OF OUR BRAIN IS CONSTANTLY BUSY ANALYSING THE VISIBLE WORLD. WE THINK, WORK, DREAM AND EVEN SPEAK IN IMAGES, THEREFORE MANY OF OUR EMOTIONS ARE ALSO LINKED TO IMAGES.


GREENPEACE WAS STARTED 50 YEARS AGO, IN SEPTEMBER 1971. RIGHT FROM THE VERY BEGINNING, OUR CENTRAL CONCERN WAS TO BE EYEWITNESSES, AND TO LET IMAGES SPEAK AS WITNESSES AND TESTIMONIES AS WELL. TO BE AN EYEWITNESS TO THE INTOXICATING BEAUTY AND FASCINATING DIVERSITY OF NATURE, AND THEREBY SHOW OTHERS JUST HOW SPECIAL FORESTS AND OCEANS, MOUNTAINS, DESERTS AND POLAR REGIONS, LAKES AND RIVERS, AND ALL THEIR INHABITANTS ARE – BUT ALSO, AS AN EYEWITNESS, TO HIGHLIGHT THE DESTRUCTION, POLLUTION AND POISONING, AND TO CLEARLY NAME THOSE WHO ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR THIS.


FROM THE BEGINNING, IMAGES HAVE BEEN STRONG ALLIES WITH WHOSE HELP AND TESTIMONY IT HAS BEEN – AND WILL CONTINUE TO BE – NECESSARY TO MOVE AND AWAKEN PEOPLE TO STOP ACCEPTING THE ONGOING CRIMES AGAINST THE ENVIRONMENT. TO SHOW THE WORLD WHAT IT DOES NOT KNOW OR HAS FORGOTTEN, AND THEREFORE LET THE WORLD ITSELF BECOME AN EYEWITNESS WITH THESE IMAGES.


THIS IS EXACTLY WHAT THE 130 PHOTOS THAT FOLLOW IMPRESSIVELY SHOW US. IMAGES FROM 50 COUNTRIES, FROM ALL SEVEN CONTINENTS, AND OF COUNTLESS ACTION-PACKED CAMPAIGNS THAT WERE OFTEN ALSO DAMN SUCCESSFUL. PHOTOS OF OUR IMPORTANT, DIVERSE, EXHAUSTING, AND CREATIVE, AS WELL AS CONSISTENTLY COURAGEOUS ACTIONS, WHICH DRAW ATTENTION TO THE INJURIES AND SCARS THAT NATURE HAS SUFFERED, AND THEREBY ALSO HELP TO PREVENT FURTHER ONES.


THEY ARE DOCUMENTS THAT SHOW THE COMMITMENT AND THE ACTIVE STRUGGLE TO GIVE NATURE A VOICE AND A FACE – DOCUMENTS THAT ALSO SHOW THE LOVE FOR OUR PLANET.




»Give Me Liberty From Nuclear Weapons – Stop Testing«


Warning about nuclear weapons at the Statue of Liberty in New York


8 June 1984
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Protecting the whales


Courageous inflatable pilots position themselves directly in front of the harpoons of Soviet whalers in the North Pacific


1 June 1976
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Stop the whaling


… is what’s being called for on the political stage as well – for instance, at the meeting of the International Whaling Commission in Auckland, New Zealand


30 May 1984
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Greenpeace intervenes


Despite an international ban on whaling in Antarctic waters, Japan intends to continue killing hundreds of whales every year – labelling it »scientific whaling«. Ships ESPERANZA and ARCTIC SUNRISE campaign by putting themselves between the whales and whalers to prevent their slaughter in the Southern Ocean for several years. In 2014, the International Court of Justice in The Hague also condemns the Japanese whale hunt in the Antarctic as illegal


18 February 1999
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Nuclear-free seas


Greenpeace protests against the increasing number of nuclear-armed warships plying the world’s oceans, such as US aircraft carrier EISENHOWER in Spain


9 June 1988
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Nuclear-free seas


Protest against nuclear weapons on the seas in Oregon/U.S.A. at the Astoria Megler Bridge over the Columbia River


9 June 1988




Sunrises in the capitals of Europe


»Go Solar« – no more fossil fuels is the motto of the sunrise actions in many cities, including Brussels, Berlin, Barcelona, Luxembourg, and Pernik in Bulgaria (bottom of next page)
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Giant sun in Paris


Sunrise action around the Arc de Triomphe during the Paris Climate Conference. Greenpeace activists create the image of a giant shining sun using environmentally friendly water-based paint. We want to remind politicians and governments of their responsibility to finally tackle climate change and protect the climate with clean solar energy, instead of fuelling it with energy generated by burning coal, oil and gas


11 December 2015
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Waveland – a new state is emerging


Greenpeace occupies the small rocky island of Rockall in the North Atlantic for six weeks to draw attention to the rapidly increasing volume of oil production in the oceans, which is endangering the sea and the climate. Four activists live in a survival capsule and proclaim the new state of Waveland


1 June 1997




Coal ships bring climate change


Climate coal action in Valencia, Spain. Even in rough seas, we protest against the huge coal transport ship FRONT DRIVER and its climate-damaging cargo


16 November 2007
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Shell’s garbage dump


Once again, Shell aims to simply abandon parts of the decommissioned oil platforms »Brent Alpha« and »Bravo«, which potentially still contain thousands of tonnes of oil, in the North Sea, and once again not dispose of them in an environmentally responsible way. Our Greenpeace activists from the Netherlands, Germany and Denmark stepped in and called on the company: »Shell, clean up your mess!« and »Stop Ocean Pollution«


14 October 2019
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Shell – aclimate criminal


Shell’s environmental and climate crimes continue. The irresponsible corporation planned to bring a huge drilling ship from New Zealand to the remote Arctic, threatening the global climate as well as the coast of Alaska. Greenpeace activists and the actress Lucy Lawless occupied the ship to prevent it from leaving port. They were equipped with survival gear and enough supplies to last several days


24 February 2012
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Oil company Total not interested in coral protection


The executives at Total are very surprised by the sight of Greenpeace activists at their general meeting in Paris. Our protest exposes the oil company’s plans to explore for oil in the Amazon estuary, despite the fact that it is home to one of the most biodiverse areas on earth, with even a unique coral reef being recently discovered. 250 activists attended the creative action in and outside the building to let Total know that we, Greenpeace, will not give up


1 June 2018
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Another protest in Rio


Total employees in Rio de Janeiro are also being educated and urged to resist, because the fascinating Amazon coral reef is in danger


28 September 2017
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Projections – a brightly-lit protest


High-efficiency projectors can be used to deliver messages without entering sensitive historic cultural sites. The message in lights at the Inca site of Machu Picchu in the Peruvian High Andes – to back regenerative instead of fossil energies – is a warning to participants at the climate negotiations in the Peruvian capital of Lima


30 November 2014
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Secret documents


The contents of documents about European-American trade agreement TTIP, kept secret by politicians due to the fact that it is very problematic for the environment, are projected onto the Reichstag in Berlin after they were leaked to Greenpeace. They are now finally accessible to all the people affected by them


2 May 2016
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The jaguar of Vienna


In the trees in a park in Vienna, threedimensional projection technology creates the image of a jaguar to draw attention to the destruction of the Amazon rainforest. Because Europeans, with their consumption of meat and soya (primarily as animal feed in factory farming), bear a massive share of the responsibility for the destruction of the largest and most species-rich rainforest on earth


14 October 2020
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Death in the North and Baltic Seas


Dead whales that suffocated in fishing nets are also washed up on the coasts of the North and Baltic Seas time and time again. The delegates and politicians at the meeting of the International Whaling Commission in Berlin must finally face up to this problem, because an estimated 300,000 small and large whales die in great pain in the world’s oceans every year


20 May 2007
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World Ocean Day


»Yes – to responsible fishing« is the message that we in Senegal, together with local fishermen, are sending to the country’s politicians on World Ocean Day. After all, large industrial fishing fleets from abroad are mercilessly exploiting fish stocks and destroying the livelihoods of local people


8 June 2013
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The whale of Santiago de Chile


The nine-metre whale, made entirely of recycled material, plays a key role as a symbol of hope for a better world at the huge demonstration to mark International Women’s Day in Santiago de Chile


8 March 2020
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As the International Whaling Commission meets in Chile, a thousand children and adults form a giant heart around an inflatable whale to show that they want the future of the giants of the sea to be ensured


13 April 2008
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Fire at Baikal


The forests of Russia – from the border of the EU to the Far East, the largest area of forest on earth – have regularly caught fire for years. The reasons for this are the grass fires, in many cases deliberately set, that get out of control, carelessness, and the ever-increasing climate change that is drying out entire regions. At Greenpeace in Russia, we have firefighting experts on staff who have established and trained a network of local volunteer firefighting teams as an important measure to prevent the spread of many fires. Increasingly affected is the region around the Baikal Lake World Heritage Site


8 April 2016
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Indonesian forests are burning too


Greenpeace firefighters are helping local fire departments, like this one in the Riau region, to stop the devastating fires. The fires are deliberately set: slash-and-burn agriculture clears land for new oil palm monocultures and for paper production. This is not only killing Indonesia’s biodiverse forests, but is also releasing many millions of tonnes of CO2, further fuelling the dangerous climate crisis


1 August 2009
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Planting forests – a wonderful project


»Kids for Forests« is a forest awareness and reforestation programme in Russia that has been running for many years; created by Greenpeace, it has already been held with thousands of students from more than 2,000 schools participating. The children learn about and experience the significance and important functions of forests by visiting them. They also collect tree seeds, raise their own saplings, and plant several hundred thousand trees each year. In this way, the children create new forests
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Destroying forests – a bad business


One of Europe’s last natural forests, the Bialowieza forest area on the Polish-Belarusian border, continues to be cut down. This is why brave Greenpeace activists are standing up in opposition to the deforestation and chaining themselves to the destructive timber harvesting machines


30 May 2017
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Protest against oil


Courageous climbing action in the Corinth Canal – oil pollution in Greece’s waters was already a serious environmental problem more than 30 years ago, but one that was not taken seriously by politicians and industry managers
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