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Introduction


What is it about English rugby that unites other nations’ fans, albeit in good humour, against it? This pocket guide provides some answers as to why neutrals invariably support anyone facing the men in white.


England devised the handling game and framed its first laws, and England Rugby, the rebrand of the original Rugby Football Union, is the oldest union in the world. Which rule-taker wouldn’t relish the opportunity of teaching their rule-maker a lesson, or putting down the senior union?


But this distillation of 101 facts and stats, famous characters and matches sets out the many achievements – as well as some of the disappointments – of the national side, from taking part in the sport’s oldest international fixture (against Scotland in March 1871) to the highest score-draw in Test history (against the same adversary) that brought down the curtain on the 2019 Six Nations.


It is a collection that shows England has a rugby history to be proud of – more Championship titles, Triple Crowns and Grand Slams than any other nation, and three Rugby World Cup final appearances since the tournament began in 1987. It is a record to rightly make others jealous.


The statistics go up to 31st March, 2019








	
[image: common1]



	1


	[image: common2]








[image: line]


FAMOUS FIRSTS


Rugby’s first national union


The Chinese, Greeks and Romans all had words for a pastime that passed as a rudimentary form of football, and records show that mass brawls involving rival parishes mauling for possession of a ball took place on Shrove Tuesday holidays in Britain until the early 1800s. But it was the rise of the public schools during the Victorian era that accelerated the laying down of rules that transformed mob football into more refined versions. Different schools adopted different rules but dating the exact origins of the game that evolved at Rugby School and was characterised by handling and scoring goals by kicking the ball high over a crossbar is blurred by conspiracy theory and myth. Even so, masters migrating from Rugby, as well as past pupils exporting the school’s football code to the universities and big commercial centres, made a good fist of spreading the gospel. Their evangelical work was so effective that in January 1871, 21 clubs attended a meeting called with the aim of forming a Rugby Football Union.


The historic meeting of rugby football’s first recognised union (now known as England Rugby) was held at the Pall Mall Restaurant near London’s Trafalgar Square. Eight of those founder clubs flourish to this day: Richmond, Blackheath, Harlequins, Civil Service, Guy’s Hospital, Wellington College, King’s College and St Paul’s School. And a ninth club still in membership of the union would have been founder members had not the intrepid representatives of Wasps gone to the wrong London hostelry.


The urgent business of the fledgling union involved laying down a code of playing rules and in this respect the Rugby School Laws were more or less wholly adopted. The other pressing item for the new Union to consider was responding to the challenge issued by Scottish enthusiasts for a proposed Scotland–England international match to be played under Rugby rules.
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FAMOUS FIRSTS


The youngest captain


England’s first rugby international was a 20-a-side affair staged on Edinburgh’s Raeburn Place on 27 March, 1871. They were beaten by a goal and a try to a try in the days before scoring by points, but their captain that day, Frederic Stokes of Blackheath, set a record which remarkably still holds. Stokes was 20 years and 258 days old when he led England and remains their youngest skipper in more than 145 years of Test rugby.
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Leading the rose


Including Fred Stokes’s pioneering act in 1871, 129 men have captained England in Test matches.










	Name


	First captaincy







	F Stokes


	27 Mar 1871







	AStG Hamersley


	23 Feb 1874







	HA Lawrence


	15 Feb 1875







	F Luscombe


	13 Dec 1875







	E Kewley


	5 Feb 1877







	MW Marshall


	11 Mar 1878







	FR Adams


	10 Mar 1879







	L Stokes


	2 Feb 1880







	AN Hornby


	6 Feb 1882







	ET Gurdon


	16 Dec 1882







	CJB Marriott


	2 Jan 1886







	Alan Rotherham


	8 Jan 1887







	F Bonsor


	16 Feb 1889







	AE Stoddart


	15 Feb 1890







	JL Hickson


	1 Mar 1890







	FHR Alderson


	3 Jan 1891







	SMJ Woods


	6 Feb 1892







	RE Lockwood


	6 Jan 1894







	EW Taylor


	17 Mar 1894







	F Mitchell


	14 Mar 1896







	JF Byrne


	5 Feb 1898







	Arthur Rotherham


	7 Jan 1899







	RHB Cattell


	6 Jan 1900







	J Daniell


	3 Feb 1900







	JT Taylor


	5 Jan 1901







	WL Bunting


	9 Feb 1901







	H Alexander


	11 Jan 1902







	B Oughtred


	10 Jan 1903







	PD Kendall


	21 Mar 1903







	FM Stout


	9 Jan 1904







	VH Cartwright


	2 Dec 1905







	BA Hill


	5 Jan 1907







	J Green


	9 Feb 1907







	EW Roberts


	16 Mar 1907







	TS Kelly


	1 Jan 1908







	JGG Birkett


	18 Jan 1908







	CEL Hammond


	8 Feb 1908







	LAN Slocock


	21 Mar 1908







	GHD’O Lyon


	9 Jan 1909







	R Dibble


	16 Jan 1909







	AD Stoop


	15 Jan 1910







	ER Mobbs


	3 Mar 1910







	ALH Gotley


	18 Mar 1911







	NA Wodehouse


	8 Apr 1912







	RW Poulton


	17 Jan 1914







	JE Greenwood


	17 Jan 1920







	WJA Davies


	15 Jan 1921







	LG Brown


	21 Jan 1922







	WW Wakefield


	19 Jan 1924







	LJ Corbett


	15 Jan 1927







	R Cove-Smith


	7 Jan 1928







	HG Periton


	16 Mar 1929







	JS Tucker


	22 Feb 1930







	PD Howard


	14 Feb 1931







	CD Aarvold


	21 Mar 1931







	AL Novis


	11 Feb 1933







	BC Gadney


	20 Jan 1934







	DA Kendrew


	19 Jan 1935







	HG Owen-Smith


	16 Jan 1937







	P Cranmer


	15 Jan 1938







	H Toft


	19 Mar 1938







	J Mycock


	18 Jan 1947







	J Heaton


	15 Mar 1947







	EK Scott


	3 Jan 1948







	TA Kemp
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