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  Characters




  JONATHAN WHICHER, forty-five to sixty-six




  CONSTANCE KENT, five to thirty-six




  MISS PRATT, twenty-eight, who becomes


  MRS KENT, thirty-six to forty




  MR KENT, forty-seven to sixty-four




  JOHN FOLEY, sixty-four




  ELIZABETH GOUGH, twenty-two




  WILLIAM KENT, eleven to eighteen




  EDWARD KENT, eighteen




  DR PARSONS, forty-five




  LOUISA HATHERILL, fifteen




  SARAH COX, twenty-two




  PETER EDLIN, forty




  GUARD BOY, three




  CROWD DENIS, four




  REVEREND WAGNER




  KATHARINE GREAM




  PASSENGER




  SIR THOMAS HENRY




  EMILIE, fifty-one




  OLDER WILLIAM, fifty
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  Notes on the Text




  Whicher and Constance should be played by the same two performers throughout. The other parts may be played by members of an ensemble.




  The scenes should flow into one another. Constance and Whicher remain in Fulham Prison, even when they recall scenes from the past.




  The sections in bold are Constance’s memories, distinct from memories of the investigation and trial. Whicher doesn’t experience these.




  A forward slash ( / ) indicates a point of interruption.




  A lack of punctuation at the end of a line indicates that the character cannot, or does not wish to, continue.




  A line space in between sections indicates a shift in time.




   




   




   




   




   




  This text went to press before the end of rehearsals and so may differ slightly from the play as performed.




  







  




  ACT ONE




  Fulham Prison, early 1881. WHICHER is sixty-six, CONSTANCE is thirty-six.




  WHICHER. You’ve applied for early release three times.




  CONSTANCE. I intend to apply again.




  WHICHER. You believe you should be free?




  CONSTANCE. I don’t believe I’m a threat.




  Reverend Wagner has written on my behalf. Others have, too. They moved me here from Millbank, which was a small concession, I suppose.




  WHICHER. You murdered your three-year-old brother.




  CONSTANCE. I’ll never forgive myself.




  But I believe I could do some good, be of some use to society now.




  WHICHER. I moved to Battersea last year but before that I lived just beyond the walls of Millbank Prison.




  I thought of you in there.




  CONSTANCE. Do you often think about past cases?




  Pause.




  WHICHER. This case haunts me.




  I don’t doubt your guilt, but it’s not the full truth, is it?




  I don’t want to die without knowing that.




  CONSTANCE. Are you dying?




  WHICHER. I’m not in my prime.




  Pause.




  I’ve spent most of my life pursuing the Truth and it’s often felt like a game. I’ve prided myself on being able to read people, on sparring and outsmarting them, and on knowing, on knowing I’m right, on certainty, on offering people an answer and on the comfort that brings.




  Certainty.




  But I don’t have that here, and it makes me question whether it’s even possible, or whether I spent my life in pursuit of an illusion, in fact, whether I’ve wasted my time, whether I’ve wasted my time on this earth.




  CONSTANCE. I’ve spent sixteen years in prison. My youth. I know about wasted time.




  Pause.




  WHICHER. I could help you.




  CONSTANCE. How?




  WHICHER. I could write a letter in support of your early release, like Reverend Wagner.




  CONSTANCE. Why would you do that?




  WHICHER. If you tell me the full truth of what happened. Just me. Just for my own




  Pause.




  Do you have many visitors?




  Pause.




  CONSTANCE. I don’t know what else I can tell you.




  WHICHER. If we’re thorough, if we go through it all / with absolute




  CONSTANCE. Again?




  WHICHER. One last time. If we tread carefully, pay attention to the details, if we are meticulous and uncompromising, / that missing




  CONSTANCE. You were all those things before.




  WHICHER. that missing piece, that fullness, must be revealed.




  CONSTANCE. And what if it isn’t?




  WHICHER. I believe it will be.




  CONSTANCE. How much is a letter from you worth now, Mr Whicher? It’s a long time since you’ve been considered the prince of detectives.




  WHICHER. You’ve had three failed attempts, isn’t it worth a try?




  CONSTANCE. I’ve been through it all too many times.
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