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William Bradford's 'Of Plymouth Plantation' meticulously documents the trials and triumphs of the Pilgrims as they make their way to the New World and establish the Plymouth colony. Written in a straightforward yet eloquent style, Bradford's work provides readers with a firsthand account of the early settlement period, offering valuable insights into the challenges of colonization and the relationships between the settlers and the indigenous people. The book's narrative structure, resembling a diary or journal, adds to its authenticity and immediacy, making it a compelling read for those interested in early American history and literature. William Bradford, as the Governor of Plymouth Colony, was uniquely positioned to record the experiences of the Pilgrims and their interactions with the Native Americans. His firsthand knowledge and leadership role in the colony lend credibility and depth to 'Of Plymouth Plantation', making it a valuable primary source for historians and scholars studying this period. Bradford's dedication to preserving the history of the Plymouth colony shines through in his meticulous documentation of events. I highly recommend 'Of Plymouth Plantation' to readers eager to explore the origins of American history through the eyes of a key figure in the establishment of the New England colonies. Bradford's intimate portrayal of the challenges and successes of the early settlers offers a rich and informative perspective on the founding of Plymouth Colony. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A succinct Introduction situates the work's timeless appeal and themes. - The Synopsis outlines the central plot, highlighting key developments without spoiling critical twists. - A detailed Historical Context immerses you in the era's events and influences that shaped the writing. - A thorough Analysis dissects symbols, motifs, and character arcs to unearth underlying meanings. - Reflection questions prompt you to engage personally with the work's messages, connecting them to modern life. - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.
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    At the heart of Charles C. Royce’s The Narrative of the Cherokee Nation lies the enduring tension between promises solemnized in treaties and statutes and the shifting realities of power, jurisdiction, and land—an intricate contest in which legal language purports to secure sovereignty while political pressures, rival authorities, and economic appetites relentlessly test, narrow, or recast those commitments, compelling the reader to witness how a nation’s identity, territory, and rights can be simultaneously affirmed and undermined by the very instruments designed to protect them, and to consider how documentary clarity can coexist with deep moral ambiguity across decades of negotiation and governance, and how memory and record diverge as events accumulate and interpretations harden.

A work of documentary history grounded in public records, The Narrative of the Cherokee Nation surveys the relations between the Cherokee Nation and colonial, state, and federal governments in the United States. Composed in the late nineteenth century, it reflects a period when scholars and officials sought to systematize knowledge about Indigenous nations through careful compilation and analysis of treaties, statutes, and administrative correspondence. Its geographic canvas includes the Cherokee homelands in the southern Appalachians and the later political focus on Indian Territory in the West. Royce structures his account to situate political decisions within legal frameworks, giving readers a clear sense of institutional settings and evolving jurisdictional claims.

Royce’s premise is straightforward yet expansive: to trace the official dealings that defined, constrained, and periodically reimagined Cherokee sovereignty across successive eras of contact and governance. The reading experience is orderly and cumulative, built from primary sources and legislative references that are synthesized in a measured, expository voice. The tone remains formal and precise, favoring clarity over flourish. Rather than dramatizing personalities or dwelling on private life, the book follows the paper trail of public commitments and obligations, enabling readers to grasp the stakes of each negotiation without foreclosing interpretations about motives, outcomes, or the lived consequences beyond the documentary record.

Methodologically, the study privileges legal instruments—treaties, proclamations, acts, and official opinions—because that is where definitions of territory, status, and obligation were inscribed and contested. Royce’s approach exemplifies the strengths and limits of nineteenth-century documentary historiography: it offers meticulous citation, careful chronology, and restraint in inference, while inevitably reflecting the vantage point of governmental archives. Readers today benefit from engaging both the detail of the sources and the silences that accompany them, noting how the language of law mediates Indigenous political life and how the archive itself shapes which voices and experiences appear on the page.

Several themes emerge with clarity. Sovereignty is not treated as a static attribute but as a negotiated condition repeatedly tested by competing claims of colonial, state, and federal authority. Land occupies the center of legal and moral debate, with boundaries, surveys, and cessions serving as instruments through which power is asserted and contested. The book also interrogates the relationship between law and force, showing how textual assurances can be strained under political pressure. Finally, it attends to continuity and adaptation within Cherokee governance, illustrating how definitions of citizenship, jurisdiction, and nationhood evolve in response to changing legal regimes.

This work remains relevant because the questions it assembles are still before the public: What is the force of a treaty? How are obligations across governments honored, renegotiated, or remembered? Contemporary discussions of tribal sovereignty, intergovernmental jurisdiction, and land rights unfold against a historical backdrop that Royce documents in exacting detail. For legal scholars, policy makers, and general readers alike, the book provides a foundational case study in how written commitments structure political possibility. It invites reflection on accountability and the long horizons of public decision-making, without requiring specialized prior knowledge to follow the argument.

Approached as both a historical record and a study in political language, The Narrative of the Cherokee Nation rewards careful attention to its terms, dates, and cross-references. Readers will find a steady pace that builds significance through accumulation, encouraging them to track how small textual changes ripple through decades of governance. It is best read with an eye for patterns—recurring phrases, shifting definitions, and repeated procedural steps—because those patterns reveal the mechanics of power. Without disclosing later developments, one can say that the book equips readers to recognize the stakes of early decisions and to connect past commitments with present debates.
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    Charles C. Royce’s The Cherokee Nation of Indians: A Narrative of Their Official Relations with the Colonial and Federal Governments, prepared for the Smithsonian’s Bureau of American Ethnology and published in the Fifth Annual Report (1887), assembles treaties, statutes, executive papers, and official correspondence to chart the political relationship between the Cherokee Nation and colonial, state, and federal authorities. Organized chronologically and anchored in documentary citations, the study emphasizes boundaries, land cessions, and jurisdictional claims. Royce supplements the narrative with detailed maps and schedules of cessions, seeking to present a verifiable record rather than a polemic, and to show how legal instruments framed, constrained, and reshaped Cherokee sovereignty over time.

The opening chapters situate Cherokee diplomacy within the British imperial system and the neighboring colonies, where trade, military alliances, and boundary-making defined official contact. Royce traces how royal directives and colonial compacts attempted to stabilize a volatile frontier by recognizing Cherokee territory while channeling settlement and commerce. He records the proliferation of local pressures and irregular land deals that continually tested these arrangements, making formal agreements both necessary and fragile. By following the texts of proclamations, conferences, and boundary surveys, the narrative shows an early pattern: proclamations and treaties established lines on paper, while encroachment and provincial politics worked to erode them.

With the American Revolution’s outcome, sovereignty shifted from the Crown to the United States and the southern states, complicating jurisdiction. Royce details the federal effort to regularize relations through national treaties, notably Hopewell (1785) and Holston (1791), which affirmed peace, defined boundaries, and promised protection and annuities. He contrasts these commitments with persistent settler movement and state-level initiatives, documenting the resulting appeals, conferences, and line adjustments. The narrative underscores the federal government’s dual posture—asserting exclusive treaty authority while managing internal political pressure for land—which set a procedural template for subsequent negotiations and revealed the tensions between declared guarantees and practical enforcement.

Through the 1790s and 1810s, Royce records a cycle of cessions and revisions as surveys corrected earlier lines and new roads and settlements prompted further bargains. Agreements concluded in 1817 and 1819 are treated as turning points, pairing additional land surrender with provisions for emigration west of the Mississippi and for compensation. The narrative documents the emergence of a western Cherokee community alongside diminishing eastern territory, noting how annuities, reservations for individuals, and promised services became recurring features of federal compacts. Royce’s cession schedules and maps quantify this territorial contraction, linking each tract to the instrument by which it was transferred.

Royce situates the 1820s within a broader assertion of Cherokee nationhood, including a formal constitutional order and organized civil institutions that interacted with U.S. officials as a recognized polity. He then follows the escalating conflict as nearby states, especially Georgia, sought to extend their laws over Cherokee territory. The narrative summarizes diplomatic protests, legislative acts, and executive correspondence, culminating in landmark litigation that tested federal–state–tribal relations. By presenting the texts and outcomes of these proceedings, Royce highlights the legal arguments over sovereignty and treaty supremacy that would inform subsequent policy choices, while noting the practical limits of judicial decisions on the ground.

The discussion of removal centers on negotiations producing the 1835 Treaty of New Echota, its contested signatories, and its ratification, which obligated a final cession of eastern lands and relocation to Indian Territory. Royce reconstructs the sequence from proposal to implementation through official documents, detailing timetables, indemnities, and administrative arrangements. He also notes internal Cherokee divisions over the agreement and the complexities of executing federal policy across a resistant population. Without dwelling on personal narratives, the account emphasizes the formal machinery of removal and the subsequent consolidation of eastern and western groups under new conditions west of the Mississippi.

In closing, Royce underscores the evidentiary value of treaties, statutes, and surveys as the authoritative record of government-to-government dealings. His meticulous tables and cession maps—later widely cited as Royce Areas—offer a standardized framework for identifying when and how specific tracts changed title. The study’s enduring significance lies in its precise documentation of policy evolution, jurisdictional claims, and the legal instruments that reordered space and authority. By assembling the archive rather than arguing a single thesis, Royce’s narrative equips readers to assess the consistency of American promises and practices, a question that continues to inform historical scholarship and contemporary legal interpretations.
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    Charles C. Royce (1845–1923), a researcher for the Smithsonian Institution’s Bureau of Ethnology, produced The Cherokee Nation of Indians: A Narrative of Their Official Relations with the Colonial and Federal Governments in the Fifth Annual Report (1883–84), published in 1887. Framed as an administrative and legal history, the study traces formal interactions between the Cherokee Nation and Euro-American authorities from the colonial period to the late nineteenth century. Drawing on treaties, statutes, executive correspondence, and state papers, Royce assembled a chronological account centered on land boundaries, jurisdiction, and sovereignty. His institutional setting emphasized careful compilation of documentary evidence over polemic or romantic ethnography.

In the eighteenth century, the Cherokee engaged British colonies such as South Carolina, Georgia, North Carolina, and Virginia through diplomacy and war, culminating in formal agreements that established trade and boundaries. After the American Revolution, the United States asserted federal authority over Indian affairs. The Treaty of Hopewell (1785) and the Treaty of Holston (1791) recognized peace, delineated territory, and affirmed federal protection. Subsequent treaties at Tellico and other sites adjusted borders as settlers pressed westward. These instruments, recorded in the Statutes at Large and American State Papers, supply the documentary spine for Royce’s narrative of shifting cessions and contested jurisdiction.

The institutional framework shaping Cherokee–United States relations included the War Department’s supervision of Indian affairs and, beginning in 1824, the Office of Indian Affairs. Congress negotiated treaties with Native nations until 1871, when it ended treaty making by statute while honoring existing agreements. The Supreme Court addressed sovereignty and state power in Cherokee Nation v. Georgia (1831), characterizing tribes as “domestic dependent nations,” and Worcester v. Georgia (1832), which invalidated Georgia’s extension of its laws into Cherokee territory. The 1802 Georgia Compact, promising federal extinguishment of Native title within Georgia, intensified pressure for cessions and informed the political disputes Royce analyzes.

By the late 1820s, rising cotton profits and the 1828 discovery of gold in Georgia heightened settler demand for Cherokee lands. Congress passed the Indian Removal Act in 1830, authorizing negotiated exchanges of eastern homelands for western territory. Despite Worcester, Georgia pursued policies undermining Cherokee governance. The Treaty of New Echota (1835), concluded with a minority faction, provided the federal legal basis for removal. In 1838–39, most Cherokee were forced west to Indian Territory, a journey later known as the Trail of Tears. Royce situates these events within a documented sequence of compacts, protests, and executive enforcement.

Concurrently, the Cherokee Nation developed institutions that demonstrated political capacity and adaptation under pressure. A written constitution, adopted in 1827 at New Echota, organized a bicameral legislature and judiciary. Sequoyah’s syllabary (1821) enabled widespread literacy, and the Cherokee Phoenix, first printed in 1828, circulated bilingual news. Mission schools sponsored by the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions operated alongside Cherokee-run schools. These developments informed federal and state debates over sovereignty and “civilization,” themes that Royce tracks through official correspondence and legal texts, showing how governance, print culture, and education intersected with the treaty system and land negotiations.

After removal, the Cherokee reestablished a national government in Indian Territory, adopting a new constitution in 1839 with Tahlequah as capital. The Civil War fractured the Nation, with factions aligning with Union and Confederate forces; reconstruction followed under federal oversight. The Treaty of 1866 renewed relations with the United States, abolished slavery, recognized the rights of Cherokee Freedmen, and provided for land cessions. In the late nineteenth century, federal policy shifted toward allotment and assimilation, signaled by the Dawes Act (1887). Although the Five Tribes were addressed through later commissions and statutes, this policy context frames the concluding decades of Royce’s account.

Royce’s approach is archival and cartographic. He collated treaty texts, proclamations, presidential messages, congressional debates, and state records to trace how boundaries were defined, surveyed, and revised. His attention to legal descriptions and metes-and-bounds foreshadows his later compilation, Indian Land Cessions in the United States (1899–1900), whose “Royce areas” remain standard references. Produced within John Wesley Powell’s Bureau of Ethnology, the work reflects a federal initiative to systematize knowledge about Indigenous nations. By foregrounding official instruments, Royce provides a verifiable scaffold for understanding how policy translated into geographic change and how diplomatic language shaped material dispossession.

Appearing in 1887, Royce’s narrative reflects late nineteenth-century historical practice: exhaustive citation, legal framing, and confidence in documentary synthesis. It arrives after the formal end of treaty making (1871) and amid accelerating assimilation policies, offering a retrospective ledger of promises, boundaries, and transfers. While centered on governmental records rather than Cherokee oral histories, the work exposes the mechanics of dispossession and the tensions between federal commitments and state ambitions. Its meticulous assembly of verifiable sources allows readers to situate the Cherokee story within national policy shifts, and to assess how law, administration, and political economy converged in the era it chronicles.
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An historical atlas of Indian affairs has for some time past been in course of preparation under the direction of the Bureau of Ethnology, Smithsonian Institution[1].

The chief aim of this atlas is to show upon a series of State and Territorial maps the boundaries of the various tracts of country which have from time to time been acquired through the medium of treaty stipulation or act of Congress from the several Indian tribes resident within the present territory of the United States from the beginning of the Federal period to the present day.

Accompanying this atlas will be one or more volumes of historical text, wherein will be given with some detail a history of the official relations between the United States and these tribes. This will treat of the various negotiations for peace and for the acquisition of territory, the causes rendering such negotiations necessary, and the methods observed by the Government through its authorized agents in this diplomacy, as well as other matters of public concern growing out of the same.

The following monograph on the history of the Cherokees, with its accompanying maps, is given as an illustration of the character of the work in its treatment of each of the Indian tribes.

The maps are intended to show not only the ancestral but the present home of the Cherokees, and also to indicate the boundaries of the various tracts of territory purchased from them by the Colonial or Federal authorities from time to time since their first contact with the European settlements. A number of purchases made prior to the Federal period by individuals were unauthorized and unrecognized by the Colonial authorities, and their boundaries, though given in the text, are not laid down upon the map, because the same areas of territory were afterwards included within the limits of Colonial purchases.

In the preparation of this article, more particularly in the tracing out of the various boundary lines, much careful attention and research have been given to all available authorities or sources of information. The old manuscript records of the Government, the shelves of the Congressional Library, including its very large collection of American maps, local records, and the knowledge of "old settlers," as well as the accretions of various State historical societies, have been made to pay tribute to the subject.

In the course of these researches the writer has been met in his inquiries with a degree of courtesy and kindly assistance that merits public recognition.

Among others who have shown an earnest desire to promote the object of these investigations are Hon. John M. Lea, vice-president State Historical Society of Tennessee; General Robert N. Hood, Spencer Munson, and R. H. Armstrong, of Knoxville, Tenn. The writer is also deeply indebted to the Hon. Hiram Price, Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and E. L. Stevens, chief clerk, for the readiness with which they afforded him access to the records and files of the Indian Bureau. This permission was earnestly supplemented by the intelligent assistance and encouragement of Mr. C. A. Maxwell, chief of the Land Division, as well as that of R. F. Thompson and Paul Brodie, of the same Bureau, both of whom have taken special and constant pains to aid these researches.

To Captain Adams, of the Bureau of Topographical Engineers, the hearty thanks of the writer are due for many courtesies extended in the examination of the voluminous and valuable collection of maps belonging to that branch of the public service, and equal credit must be given to Mr. G. P. Strum, principal draughtsman of the General Land Office, and his assistants, for their uniform courtesy in affording access to the official plats and records of that Bureau.

The officers of the Congressional Library have also shown a marked degree of courtesy and interest[1q].

The various cessions of land by the Cherokees alluded to in the text are numerically designated upon the accompanying maps, and are as follows:




	COLONIAL PERIOD.



	No.
	Date and designation of Cherokee Treaties.
	Description of cession.
	Color.



	1
	Treaty of 1721 with South Carolina.
	Tract in South Carolina between Santee, Saluda, and Edisto Rivers
	Red.



	2
	Treaty of Nov. 24, 1755, with South Carolina.
	Tract in South Carolina between Wateree and Savannah Rivers.
	Blue.



	3
	Treaty of Oct. 14, 1768, with British Superintendent of Indian Affairs.
	Tract in Southwestern Virginia.
	Mauve.



	4
	Treaty of Oct. 18, 1770, at Lochaber, S.C.
	Tract in Virginia, West Virginia, Northeastern Tennessee, and Eastern Kentucky, which is overlapped by No. 7.
	Red.



	5
	Treaty of 1772 with Virginia.
	Tract in Virginia, West Virginia, and Eastern Kentucky.
	Yellow.



	6
	Treaty of June 1, 1773, with British Superintendent of Indian Affairs.
	Tract in Georgia, north of Broad River.
	Mauve.



	7
	Treaty of March 17, 1775, with Richard Henderson et al.

	Tract in Kentucky, Virginia, and Tennessee (overlaps No. 4).
	Blue.



	8
	Treaty of May 20, 1777, with South Carolina and Georgia.
	Tract in Northwestern South Carolina.
	Red.



	9
	Treaty of July 20, 1777, with Virginia and North Carolina.
	Tract in Western North Carolina and Northeastern Tennessee.
	Green.



	10
	Treaty of May 31, 1783, with Georgia.
	Tract in Georgia, between Oconee and Tugaloo Rivers.
	Green.



	FEDERAL PERIOD.



	No.
	Date and designation of Cherokee Treaties.
	Description of cession.
	Color.



	10a

	Treaty of Nov. 28, 1785, with United States.
	Tract in Western North Carolina.
	Yellow.



	10b

	do
	Tract in Southern and Western Kentucky and Northern Tennessee.
	Green.



	11
	Treaty of July 2, 1791, with United States.
	Tract in Western North Carolina and Eastern Tennessee.
	Brown.



	12
	Treaty of Oct. 2, 1798, with United States.
	Tract in Tennessee, between Hawkins' Line, Tennessee River and Chilhowee Mountain.
	Red.



	13
	do
	Tract in North Carolina, between Pickens and Meigs line.
	Red.



	14
	do
	Tract in Tennessee, between Clinch River and Cumberland Mountain.
	Red.



	15
	Treaty of Oct. 24, 1804, with United States.
	Tract in Georgia, known as Wafford's Settlement.
	Red.



	16
	Treaty of Oct. 25, 1805, with United States.
	Tract in Kentucky and Tennessee, west of Tennessee River and Cumberland Mountain.
	Yellow.



	17
	Treaty of Oct. 27, 1805, with United States.
	Tract in Tennessee of one section at Southwest Point.
	Green.



	18
	do
	First island in Tennessee River above the mouth of Clinch River.
	Mauve.



	19
	Treaty of Jan. 7, 1806, with United States.
	Tract in Tennessee and Alabama, between Tennessee and Duck Rivers.
	Red.



	20
	do
	Long or Great Island in Holston
	Red.



	21
	Treaty of Mar. 22, 1816, with United States.
	Tract in northwest corner of South Carolina.
	Blue.



	22
	Treaty of Sept. 14, 1816, with United States.
	Tract in Alabama and Mississippi.
	Green.



	23
	Treaty of July 8, 1817, with United States.
	Tract in Northeastern Georgia.
	Yellow.



	24
	do
	Tract in Southern Tennessee.
	Green.



	25
	do
	Tract in Northern Alabama, between Cypress and Elk Rivers.
	Blue.



	26
	do
	Tract in Northern Alabama, above mouth of Spring Creek on Tennessee River.
	Blue.



	27
	Treaty of Feb. 27, 1819, with United States.
	Tract in Northern Alabama and Southern Tennessee.
	Yellow.



	28
	do
	Tract in Southern Tennessee, on Tennessee River.
	Red.



	29
	do
	Tract in Tennessee, North Carolina, and Georgia.
	Mauve.



	30
	do
	Jolly's Island, in Tennessee River.
	Red.



	31
	do
	Small tract in Tennessee, at and below the mouth of Clinch River.
	Green.



	32
	do
	Tract of 12 miles square, on Tennessee River, in Alabama.
	Mauve.



	33
	do
	Tract of 1 mile square, in Tennessee, at foot of Cumberland Mountain.
	Green.



	34
	do
	Tract of 1 mile square, at Cherokee Talootiske's residence.
	Green.



	35
	do
	Tract of 3 square miles, opposite mouth of Hiwassee River.
	Green.



	36
	Treaty of Dec. 29, 1835, with United States.
	Tract in Alabama, Georgia and Tennessee, being all remaining lands east of the Mississippi River.
	Blue.



	37
	Treaty of May 6, 1828, with United States.
	This treaty was with the Cherokees residing west of the Mississippi, and they ceded the lands in Arkansas granted them by treaties of 1817 and 1819, receiving in exchange a tract further west. These latter boundaries were subsequently modified and enlarged by the treaties of Feb. 14, 1833, and Dec. 29, 1835.
	Green.



	38
	Treaty of July 19, 1866, with United States.
	Tract known as "Neutral Land," in Kansas, ceded in trust to be sold by the United States for the benefit of the Cherokees.
	Red.



	39
	do
	Tract known as "Cherokee Strip," in Kansas, ceded in trust to be sold for the benefit of the Cherokees by the United States.
	Yellow.



	40
	do
	Tract sold to Osages.
	Green.



	41
	do
	Tract sold to Kansas or Kaws.
	Red.



	42
	do
	Tract sold to Pawnees.
	Red.



	43
	do
	Tract sold to Poncas.
	Red.



	44
	do
	Tract sold to Nez Percés.
	Yellow.



	45
	do
	Tract sold to Otoes and Missourias.
	Yellow.



	46
	Present country of the Cherokees east of 96° W. longitude.
	This is the country now actually occupied and to be permanently retained by the Cherokees.
	Red.



	47
	Present country of the Cherokees west of 96° W. longitude.
	This is the remnant of the country dedicated by the treaty of July 19, 1866, to the location of other friendly tribes. The Cherokees retain their title to and control over it until actual purchase by and location of other tribes thereon.
	Blue.





The arrangement of the historical text has seemed to the writer to be that best suited to the object in view. As will be observed, an abstract of the salient provisions of each treaty is given, beginning with the first treaty concluded between the Cherokee Nation and the United States of America. In each instance, immediately following this abstract, will be found the historical data covering the period and the events leading to its negotiation, as well as those of the subsequent period intimately connected with the results of such treaty.


TREATIES WITH THE CHEROKEES.

Treaty Concluded November 28, 17852
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At Hopewell, on the Keowee River, in South Carolina, between Benjamin Hawkins, Andrew Pickens, Joseph Martin, and Lachlane M'Intosh, Commissioners Plenipotentiary of the United States, and the Headmen and Warriors of all the Cherokees.

Material Provisions
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The United States give peace to the Cherokees and receive them into favor and protection on the following conditions:

1. The Cherokees to restore to liberty all prisoners citizens of the United States or subjects of their allies; also, all negroes and other property taken from citizens during the late war.

2. The United States to restore to the Cherokees all Indian prisoners taken during the late war.

3. The Cherokees to acknowledge themselves under the exclusive protection of the United States.

4. The boundary line between the Cherokees' hunting-ground and the United States to be as follows, viz: Begin at the mouth of Duck River on the Tennessee; thence northeast to the ridge dividing the waters falling into the Cumberland from those falling into the Tennessee; thence eastwardly along said ridge to a northeast line to be run, which shall strike Cumberland River 40 miles above Nashville; thence along said line to the river; thence up the river to the ford where the Kentucky road crosses; thence to Campbell's line near Cumberland Gap; thence to the mouth of Claud's Creek on Holstein; thence to Chimney-Top Mountain; thence to Camp Creek, near the mouth of Big Limestone on Nolichucky; thence southerly six (6) miles to a mountain; thence south to the North Carolina line; thence to the South Carolina Indian boundary, and along the same southwest over the top of Oconee Mountain till it shall strike Tugaloo River; thence a direct line to the top of Currohee Mountain; thence to the head of the south fork of Oconee River.

5. Citizens of the United States or persons other than Indians who settle or attempt to settle on lands west or south of said boundary and refuse to remove within six months after ratification of this treaty to forfeit the protection of the United States, and the Indians to punish them or not, as they please: Provided, That this article shall not extend to the people settled between the fork of French Broad and Holstein Rivers, whose status shall be determined by Congress.

6. The Cherokees to deliver up for punishment all Indian criminals for offenses against citizens of the United States.

7. Citizens of the United States committing crimes against Indians to be punished by the United States in the presence of the Cherokees, to whom due notice of the time and place of such intended punishment shall be given.

8. Retaliation declared unjust and not to be practiced.

9. The United States to have sole right of regulating trade with the Indians and managing their affairs.

10. Traders to have liberty to trade with the Cherokees until Congress shall adopt regulations relative thereto.

11. Cherokees to give notice of any designs formed by other tribes against the peace, trade, or interests of the United States.

12. Cherokees to have the right to send a deputy of their choice to Congress whenever they think fit.

13. The hatchet to be forever buried between the United States and Cherokees.


Historical Data
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Fernando de Soto's Expedition
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The Cherokee Nation has probably occupied a more prominent place in the affairs and history of what is now the United States of America, since the date of the early European settlements, than any other tribe, nation, or confederacy of Indians, unless it be possible to except the powerful and warlike league of the Iroquois or Six Nations of New York.

It is almost certain that they were visited at a very early period following the discovery of the American continent by that daring and enthusiastic Spaniard, Fernando De Soto.

In determining the exact route pursued by him from his landing in Florida to his death beyond the Mississippi, many insuperable difficulties present themselves, arising not only from an inadequate description on the part of the historian of the courses and distances pursued, but from many statements made by him that are irreconcilable with an accurate knowledge of the topographic detail of the country traversed.

A narrative of the expedition, "by a gentleman of Elvas," was published at Evora in 1557, and translated from the Portuguese by Richard Hakluyt, of London, in 1609. From this narrative it appears that after traveling a long distance in a northeasterly direction from his point of landing on the west coast of Florida, De Soto reached, in the spring of 1540, an Indian town called by the narrator "Cutifachiqui." From the early American maps of De L'Isle and others, upon which is delineated the supposed route of De Soto, this town appears to be located on the Santee River, and, as alleged by the "gentleman of Elvas," on the authority of the inhabitants, was two days' journey from the sea-coast.

The expedition left Cutifachiqui on the 3d of May, 1540, and pursued a northward course for the period of seven days, when it came to a province called Chelaque, "the poorest country of maize that was seen in Florida." It is recorded that the Indians of this province "feed upon roots and herbs, which they seek in the fields, and upon wild beasts, which they kill with their bows and arrows, and are a very gentle people. All of them go naked and are very lean."

That this word "Chalaque" is identical with our modern Cherokee would appear to be almost an assured fact. The distance and route pursued by the expedition are both strongly corroborative of this assumption. The orthography of the name was probably taken by the Spaniards from the Muscogee pronunciation, heard by them among the Creeks, Choctaws, and Chickasaws. It is asserted by William Bartram, in his travels through that region in the eighteenth century, that in the "Muscogulge" language the letter "r" is not sounded in a single word, but that on the contrary it occurs very frequently in the Cherokee tongue.3

Through this province of Chalaque De Soto passed, still pursuing his northward course for five days until he reached the province of "Xualla," a name much resembling the modern Cherokee word Qualla. The route from Cutifachiqui to Xualla lay, for the most part, through a hilly country. From the latter province the expedition changed its course to the west, trending a little to the south, and over "very rough and high hills," reaching at the end of five days a town or province which was called "Guaxule," and two days later a town called "Canasagua," an orthography almost identical with the modern Cherokee name of Canasauga, as applied to both a stream and a town within their Georgia limits.

Assuming that these people, whose territory De Soto thus traversed, were the ancestors of the modern Cherokees, it is the first mention made of them by European discoverers and more than a century anterior to the period when they first became known to the pioneers of permanent European occupation and settlement.

Earliest map.—The earliest map upon which I have found "Chalaqua" located is that of "Florida et Apalche" by Cornely Wytfliet, published in 1597.4 This location is based upon the narrative of De Soto's expedition, and is fixed a short distance east of the Savannah River and immediately south of the Appalachian Mountains. "Xualla" is placed to the west of and near the headwaters of the "Secco" or Savannah River.


Early Traditions
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Haywood[2], in his Natural and Aboriginal History of Tennessee, records many of the traditions concerning the origin and the primal habitat of the Cherokees. He notes the fact that they were firmly established on the Tennessee or Hogohege River before the year 1650, and exercised dominion over all the country on the east side of the Alleghany Mountains, including the headwaters of the Yadkin, Catawba, Broad, and Savannah Rivers, and that from thence westward they claimed the country as far as the Ohio, and thence to the headwaters of the Chattahoochee and Alabama. One tradition which he alleges existed among them asserts their migration from the west to the upper waters of the Ohio, where they erected the mounds on Grave Creek, gradually working eastward across the Alleghany Mountains to the neighborhood of Monticello, Va., and along the Appomattox River.

From this point, it is alleged, they removed to the Tennessee country about 1623, when the Virginians suddenly and unexpectedly fell upon and massacred the Indians throughout the colony. After this massacre, the story goes, they came to New River and made a temporary settlement there as well as one on the head of the Holston; but, owing to the enmity of the northern Indians, they removed in a short time to the Little Tennessee and founded what were known as "Middle Settlements." Another tribe, he alleges, came from the neighborhood of Charleston, South Carolina, and settled lower down the Tennessee. This branch called themselves "Ketawanga," and came last into the country. The tradition as to those who came from Virginia seeks also to establish the idea that the Powhatan Indians were Cherokees. The whole story is of the vaguest character, and if the remainder has no stronger claims to credibility than their alleged identity with the Powhatans, it is scarcely worthy of record except as a matter of curiosity.

In fact the explorations of De Soto leave almost convincing proof that the Cherokees were occupying a large proportion of their more modern territory nearly a century prior to their supposed removal from the Appomattox.

Pickett, in his History of Alabama, improves upon the legend of Haywood by asserting as a well established fact what the latter only presumes to offer as a tradition.

However, as affording a possible confirmation of the legend related by Haywood concerning their early location in Eastern Virginia, it may be worth while to allude to a tradition preserved among the Mohican or Stockbridge tribe. It appears that in 1818 the Delawares, who were then residing on White River, in Indiana, ceded their claim to lands in that region to the United States. This land had been conditionally given by the Miamis many years before to the Delawares, in conjunction with the "Moheokunnuks" (or Stockbridges) and Munsees. Many of the latter two tribes or bands, including a remnant of the Nanticokes, had not yet removed to their western possessions, though they were preparing to remove. When they ascertained that the Delawares had ceded the lands to the United States without their consent, they objected and sought to have the cession annulled.

In connection with a petition presented to Congress by them on the subject in the year 1819, they set forth in detail the tradition alluded to. The story had been handed down to them from their ancestors that "many thousand moons ago" before the white men came over the "great water," the Delawares dwelt along the banks of the river that bears their name. They had enjoyed a long era of peace and prosperity when the Cherokees, Nanticokes, and some other nation whose name had been forgotten, envying their condition, came from the south with a great army and made war upon them. They vanquished the Delawares and drove them to an island in the river. The latter sent for assistance to the Mohicans, who promptly came to their relief, and the invaders were in turn defeated with great slaughter and put to flight. They sued for peace, and it was granted on condition that they should return home and never again make war on the Delawares or their allies. These terms were agreed to and the Cherokees and Nanticokes ever remained faithful to the conditions of the treaty.

The inference to be drawn from this legend, if it can be given any credit whatever, would lead to the belief that the Cherokees and the Nanticokes were at that time neighbors and allies. The original home of the Nanticokes on the Eastern Shore of Maryland is well known, and if the Cherokees (or at least this portion of them) were then resident beyond the Alleghanies, with sundry other powerful tribes occupying the territory between them and the Nanticokes, it is unlikely that any such alliance for offensive operations would have existed between them. Either the tradition is fabulous or at least a portion of the Cherokees were probably at one time residents of the Eastern slope of Virginia.

The Delawares also have a tradition that they came originally from the west, and found a tribe called by them Allegewi or Allegans occupying the eastern portion of the Ohio Valley. With the aid of the Iroquois, with whom they came in contact about the same time, the Delawares succeeded in driving the Allegans out of the Ohio Valley to the southward.

Schoolcraft suggests the identity of the Allegans with the Cherokees, an idea that would seem to be confirmatory of the tradition given by Haywood, in so far as it relates to an early Cherokee occupancy of Ohio.


Early Contact with Virginia Colonists
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Whatever the degree of probability attending these legends, it would seem that the settlers of Virginia had an acquaintance with the Cherokees prior to that of the South Carolina immigrants, who for a number of years after their first occupation, confined their explorations to a narrow strip of country in the vicinity of the sea-coast, while the Virginians had been gradually extending their settlements far up toward the headwaters of the James River and had early perceived the profits to be derived from the Indian trade.

Sir William Berkeley, governor of Virginia, equipped an expedition, consisting of fourteen Englishmen and an equal number of Virginia Indians, for the exploration of the country to the west of the existing settlements. The party was under the command of Capt. Henry Batt, and in seven days' travel from their point of departure, at Appomattox, they reached the foot of the mountains. The first ridge they crossed is described as not being very high or steep, but the succeeding ones "seemed to touch the clouds," and were so steep that an average day's march did not exceed three miles.

They came upon extensive and fertile valleys, covered with luxuriant grass, and found the forests abounding in all kinds of game, including turkeys, deer, elk, and buffalo. After passing beyond the mountains they entered an extensive level country, through which a stream flowed in a westward course, and after following it for a few days they reached some old fields and recently deserted Indian cabins. Beyond this point their Indian guides refused to proceed, alleging that not far away dwelt a powerful tribe that never suffered strangers who discovered their towns to return alive, and the expedition was therefore compelled to return. According to the historian, Burke, this expedition took place in 1667, while Beverly, not quite so definite, assigns it to the decade between 1666 and 1676.5 It is believed that the powerful nation of Indians alluded to in the narrative of this expedition was the Cherokees, and, if so, it is apparently the first allusion made to them in the history of the colonial settlements.

That the Virginians were the first to be brought in contact with the Cherokees is further evidenced by the fact that in 1690 an Indian trader from that colony, bearing the name of Daugherty, had taken up his residence among them, which is alleged by the historian6 to have been several years before any knowledge of the existence of the Cherokees reached the settlers on Ashley River in South Carolina.


Early Relations with Carolina Colonists
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The first formal introduction of the Cherokees to the notice of the people of that colony occurred in the year 1693,7 when twenty Cherokee chiefs visited Charleston, with proposals of friendship, and at the same time solicited the assistance of the governor in their operations against the Esau and Coosaw tribes, who had captured and carried off a number of Cherokees.

The Savannah Indians, it seems, had also been engaged in incursions against them, in the course of which they had captured a number of Cherokees and sold them to the colonial authorities as slaves.

The delegation urgently solicited the governor's protection from the further aggressions of these enemies and the return of their bondaged countrymen. The desired protection was promised them, but as their enslaved brethren had already been shipped to the West Indies and sold into slavery there, it was impossible to return them.

The extreme eastern settlements of the Cherokees at this time were within the limits of the present Chester and Fairfield districts, South Carolina, which lie between the Catawba and Broad Rivers.8


Mention by Various Early Authors
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We next find an allusion to the Cherokees in the annals of Louisiana by M. Pericaut, who mentions in his chronicle of the events of the year 1702, that "ten leagues from the mouth of this river [Ohio] another falls into it called Kasquinempas [Tennessee]. It takes its source from the neighborhood of the Carolinas and passes through the village of the Cherokees, a populous nation that number some fifty thousand warriors," another example of the enormous overestimates of aboriginal population to which the earlier travelers and writers were so prone.

Again, in 1708, the same author relates that "about this time two Mobilians who had married in the Alibamon nation, and who lived among them with their families, discovered that that nation was inimical to the Mobilians as well as the French, and had made a league with the Cheraquis, the Abeikas, and the Conchaques to wage war against the French and Mobilians and burn their villages around our fort."

On various early maps of North America, and particularly those of De L'Isle, between the years 1700 and 1712, will be found indicated upon the extreme headwaters of the Holston and Clinch Rivers, "gros villages des Cheraqui." These villages correspond in location with the great nation alluded to in the narrative of Sir William Berkeley's expedition.

Upon the same maps will be found designated the sites of sundry other Cherokee villages, several of which are on the extreme headwaters of the "R. des Chaouanons." This river, although indicated on the map as emptying into the Atlantic Ocean to the west of the Santee, from its relation to the other streams in that vicinity, is believed to be intended for the Broad River, which is a principal northwest branch of the Santee. Other towns will also be found on the banks of the Upper Catawba, and they are, as well, quite numerous along the headwaters of the "R. des Caouilas" or Savannah and of the Little Tennessee.

Mention is again found of the Cherokees in the year 1712, when 218 of them accompanied Colonel Barnwell in his expedition against the hostile Tuscaroras and aided in the subjugation of that savage tribe, though along the route of Barnwell's march the settlers were very nearly persuaded that they suffered greater damage to property from the freebooting propensities of their Indian allies than from the open hostilities of their savage enemies.

The old colonial records of South Carolina also contain mention in the following year (1713) of the fact that Peter St. Julien was arraigned on the charge of holding two Cherokee women in slavery.9

In 1715 the Yamassees, a powerful and hitherto friendly tribe, occupying the southwesterly portion of the colony of South Carolina and extending to and beyond the Savannah River, declared open hostilities against the settlers. In the desperate struggle that ensued, we find in full alliance with them the Cherokees, as well as the Creeks and Appalachians.

In his historical journal of the establishment of the French in Louisiana, Bernard de la Harpe states that "in January, 1716, some of the Cheraquis Indians, who lived northeast of Mobile, killed MM. de Ramsay and de Longueil. Some time after, the father of the latter gentleman, the King's lieutenant in Canada, engaged the Iroquois to surprise this tribe. They sacked two of their villages and obliged the rest to retreat towards New England."


Territory of Cherokees at Period of English Settlement
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At the time of the English settlement of the Carolinas the Cherokees occupied a diversified and well-watered region of country of large extent upon the waters of the Catawba, Broad, Saluda, Keowee, Tugaloo, Savannah, and Coosa Rivers on the east and south, and several of the tributaries of the Tennessee on the north and west. It is impossible at this late day to define with absolute accuracy the original limits of the Cherokee claim. In fact, like all other tribes, they had no definite and concurrent understanding with their surrounding savage neighbors where the possessions of the one left off and those of the other began. The strength of their title to any particular tract of country usually decreased in proportion to the increase of the distance from their villages; and it commonly followed as a result, that a considerable strip of territory between the settlements of two powerful tribes, though claimed by both, was practically considered as neutral ground and the common hunting ground of both.

As has already been stated, the extreme eastern settlements of the Cherokees in South Carolina in 1693 were in the district of country lying between the Catawba and Broad Rivers, and no claim has been found showing the existence at any time of any assertion of territorial right in their behalf to the east of the former stream. But nevertheless, on Bowen's map of 1752 (obviously copied from earlier maps), there is laid down the name of "Keowee Old Town[3]." The location of this town was on Deep River in the vicinity of the present town of Ashborough, N. C. It was a favorite name of the Cherokees among their towns, and affords a strong evidence of at least a temporary residence of a portion of the tribe in that vicinity. A map executed by John Senex in 1721 defines the Indian boundary in this region as following the Catawba, Wateree, and Santee Rivers as far down as the most westerly bend of the latter stream, in the vicinity of the boundary line between Orangeburg and Charleston districts, whence it pursued a southwesterly course to the Edisto River, which it followed to the sea-coast. The southern portion of this boundary was of course a definition of limits between Carolina and the Creeks, or rather of certain tribes that formed component parts of the Creek confederacy. No evidence has been discovered tending to show an extension of Cherokee limits in a southerly direction beyond the point mentioned above on the Edisto River, which, as near as can be ascertained, was at the junction of the North and South Edisto. Following from thence up the South Edisto to its source the boundary pursued a southwesterly course, striking the Savannah River in the vicinity of the mouth of Stevens Creek, and proceeding thence northwardly along the Savannah.
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