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            This book is dedicated to two great men taken from us too early.

            Firstly, Hiram Garton, or ‘H’ as most of us knew him; a true gentleman as well as a passionate angler.

            Also to James Holgate, a key man in my growth as a writer.

            Both are sadly missed; never forgotten.
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            FOREWORD

            by Bob James

         

         My own adventures with coarse fish on game tackle began in the pages of Mr Crabtree Goes Fishing, where I read with great excitement about casting a fly for quicksilver dace and greedy, lumbering chub. Some of my fondest memories of the time were on the River Wey, watching flies hatching and casting for these very fishes. The challenge was often to identify which of the two species was rising - the dace needed a split second flick of the wrist, but with the big-mouthed chub my quirkier solution was to say ‘God Save the Queen’ before striking, which rarely failed.

         This book is a practical guide to this exciting branch of fishing. It’s true to say that flyfishing for coarse fish is no modern fad, but until now no one has produced an up to date guide. I can think of nobody more keen or articulate than Dominic to take up the challenge. In spite of his younger years, I’ve found him a real kindred spirit and very much a writer with his heart and soul in the right place. He is always highly readable, but what I like most is the spirit of his work. Like Bernard Venables or Chris Yates, the aim is no ego trip but to capture the joy of fishing and take you to the waterside, rod in hand.

         Times may have changed since Mr Crabtree, but all sorts of fish still take a fly with gusto. After all, what did you think they were eating before we turned up with boilies and pellets? The list of species you can catch is a long one, many of which you’ll find in these pages. Quite why so many of us confine our flyfishing efforts to trout and salmon is something of a mystery to me, but perhaps says more about fashions in the sport than any true order of merit. As crazy as it sounds, once upon a time salmon were seen as a nuisance on southern rivers such as the Avon, and in fact pike were often a far more highly prized catch. Coarse fish can be every bit as challenging and rewarding as ‘game’ species.

         Looking back over the years, perhaps the biggest change in fly fishing has been the vast improvement in tackle. I rarely get sentimental about fishing gear, especially when I remember the kit we once used. Early nylon fly lines were grisly, whilst the silk versions had to be carefully dried out after (and often during!) every fishing trip. For today’s angler, quality tackle is widely available. On this score, you’ll find Dominic’s advice on using today’s gear clear and easy going - he is totally conscious of tackle and tactics, but not obsessed.

         Along with advanced tackle however, today’s fishing landscape seems dominated by a ‘size is king’ approach, just as in previous generations the match scene led to a preoccupation with competition. Maybe it is time to redress the balance and get back to fishing for the sheer joy of it.

         Flyfishing is certainly hugely enjoyable, but I don’t wish to give the impression that it is purely an amusing diversion. It is quite often the best way to catch. For example, I remember one fly fisher creating quite a stir by making match winning catches of coarse fish on the Nene. Look elsewhere and you’ll find specimen fish of many species, from giant pike to large chub, tempted on fly tackle. But whatever the catch, big or small, flyfishing for coarse fish is a wonderfully absorbing challenge.

         A guide like this is long overdue and so it gives me great pleasure to introduce not only an intriguing new fishing book, but a fresh and engaging voice in this exciting branch of the sport. It may be Dominic’s first book, but I’m pretty sure it won’t be his last.
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            INTRODUCTION

         

         Anglers are strange creatures at times. Just like the local tackle shops, we draw up neat, easily-distinguished fishing categories: coarse, sea and game. But while such labels remain, a growing number of us are less easy to classify, seeking new methods and experiences. And why indeed not? The fish themselves couldn’t care less which box we fit into.

         A lot of the most interesting fishing comes when different methods blur and a healthy cross-fertilisation of ideas occurs: and tackling coarse fish with a fly rod is an especially fresh and exciting area. There are few fish that cannot be taken on a suitable fly with a little thought, and many of our best-loved species respond excellently to this elegant method. Indeed, it could change your entire approach to fishing.

         But why cast a fly for coarse fish in the first place? Why not just use bait? The short answer is: for simple pleasure and excitement. From the sight of a big chub sucking in a hopper to the wild rush of a pike grabbing a fly right by your feet, you won’t find a more intimate or visually thrilling way to fish.

         My own belief is that in today’s world of artificial baits, bite alarms and self-hooking rigs we are putting more and more barriers between ourselves and the fish we want to catch. Flyfishing puts us back in direct contact. We are aiming to immerse ourselves in their environment and understand their habits better. Our best assets in this field are not expensive tackle or fancy baits but our eyes, our feet and our brains.

         The pursuit of flyfishing should not be regarded as elitist. It should be for everyone to enjoy and with just about any species in mind. It is not ‘superior’ to bait or lure fishing - practises which are also artful and enjoyable. Our ancestors have a lot to answer for with their snobbery that deemed certain species as unworthy - a stupidity that still has an echo in angling today. And yet we find that luminaries of the past from Falkus and Buller to Richard Walker were all well aware of the thrill and effectiveness of flyfishing for coarse fish.

         Perhaps the only barriers are thus the clichés some still adhere to. Above all, I wish to demonstrate to the coarse anglers that flyfishing needn’t be a fanciful, fussy or technical affair. In reality it is refreshingly simple. It’s certainly no rarefied art form or self-imposed handicap. On the contrary, on its day it can be the most effective method of all.
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         Equally though, I want to show game anglers that the so-called ‘coarse’ species can be every bit as fun and challenging as trout and salmon. They are also a great deal cheaper and less exclusive: for the amount it costs to catch a handful of stocked trout many coarse fishing clubs offer a season ticket.

         My stance in writing this book is to provide a series of useful footholds for anyone who wishes to pursue the art of flyfishing for coarse fish. Those with existing knowledge of flyfishing may need to bear with me through some basics which others will be grateful for, although fly casters may also learn a trick or two from coarse angling tackle and techniques. It is not an exhaustive guide - and nor should it be. Too much of angling has been dissected and subjected to ready-made solutions. In flyfishing for coarse fish the field is wide open and I hope this guide will be the start of your own discoveries, ideas and a deep enjoyment.

         Perhaps it is time for a quiet revolution in the fishing world. Perhaps it is time we went back in search of fun rather than figures. Perhaps it is time for angling to become a little less impersonal, a little more dapper; less techy and a little more intimate. The next time someone asks what type of angler I am, I’m simply going to shrug my shoulders.
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               A large, softmeshed landing net is a must for coarse species. A padded mat is also a good idea to protect your catch, which will often be lifted onto the bank since wading is not always an option.

            

         

         

         

            TACKLE

         

         Before any discussion of the fish we want to catch, some basic principles on tackle and technique are essential. I make no assumptions about prior knowledge – everyone has to start somewhere and the tackle and terminology of the flyfisher will be new to many coarse anglers. On the other hand, game fishers may also want to take a few notes from the coarse angling side – some of the tackle and ideas could prove most useful.

         In essence flyfishing should be a simple, stealthy approach. With little more than a rod, reel, flies and a few other sundries you are free to roam. Since it is a ‘stalking’ method, this mobility is a great asset.

         Fly Rods

         Fly rods are very simply rated with two numbers: the length of the rod (usually in feet and inches) and the line rating (a number from 1 to 12 followed by # or AFTM). For example, a Greys GRXi 9' 6" 6/7wt, indicates a 9½ foot rod suited to casting 6 or 7 weight lines. The lower the line rating is, the more light and flexible the rod will be and the finer the fly line it will cast.

         The range of rods on offer is phenomenal. Let’s take a couple of simple examples: A short, 7 or 8ft rod with a line rating of between 2 and 4 would be a delicate little tool, perfect for dace or small chub on an overgrown river where space is tight. At the other end of the scale, a 10ft, 10/11wt rod would be a suitable tool for casting giant flies on a windy lake for pike. Sadly there is no one model suitable for everything. Rather than provide a confusing array of options here however, each species of fish has its own neat summary of recommended tackle in the relevant chapter.
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               Fly rods have two vital numbers – the length and the recommended weight of line. Here we have a long mid-weight all-rounder (top) and a little wand for tight spaces and light lines (bottom).

            

         

          It’s also worth mentioning that you should always choose carefully and buy the best rod you can afford. Fly rods tend to cost a little more than coarse rods – but high quality gear has come down in price and you needn’t spend a fortune to get a useable casting tool.

         
            ONE SIZE FITS ALL?

            With the huge range of waters and species involved, there is no single set-up that will adequately cater for all your needs where coarse fish are concerned. Hence the likelihood of the ‘what do you need another rod for?’ debate! Joking aside, if you were pressed into taking just two set-ups, a good choice would be an 8ft 4wt for sneaking to the river or in pursuit of silver fish, whilst a dependable 9ft 8wt will handle both carp and a spot of light pike fishing.

         

         Reels

         Whilst a well-made fly reel is a beautiful object, an expensive model is quite unnecessary for those starting out as it is less important than a quality rod and fly line. Nevertheless, look for a light model of suitable size. Reels have line ratings just like rods – and it can help to actually fasten a reel to the rod you will use to check it’s a good match before parting with your money. A decent drag is also important, especially for those fishing for bigger species. The drag is usually a small adjustable wheel, which should be set to give out line when a fish runs hard.
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               The reel is perhaps the least important part of your set up – but it still pays to buy the best you can afford. Look for something that balances your rod well and has a reliable drag.
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               A light, well-balanced small stream outfit. This set up, designed for 3wt lines, would be great fun for dace, roach and small chub at close quarters.

            

         

         Fly Lines

         Fly lines come in many types and sizes but we can classify them fairly simply into floating, intermediate and sinking lines. Always match the line number (sometimes given with the letters AFTM or #) to your rod: the higher the number, the thicker and more powerful the fly line will be.

         Nine times out of ten, a floating line is the fly angler’s first choice, since the floater is the easiest to cast and use. These are brightly coloured so you can pick them out easily – the fish don’t seem to mind even quite loud colours, provided the line sits crisply on the surface. If you tackle only shallow water, say up to 8ft, you may only ever need a floating line.

         An intermediate is a slow sinking line, used when we are targeting fish lying slightly deeper in the water. For greater depths and bottom-hugging fish we then have sinking lines – these often have a ‘di’ or depth in inches rating, for example a ‘di-6’ would sink at six inches per second.

         Whichever the density, lines come in a few simple types:

         Weight Forward (WF) is the most common, which simply means the fly line is tapered with a thicker first few yards for easy casting.
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               Fly lines come in many types, but the simple floating weight-forward (WF) is the only one required for much for your fishing.

            

         

          Double Taper (DT) lines have a tapered, thicker section at each end of the line, meaning that when one end becomes worn it is possible to simply take the line off and load it in reverse to give you a fresh start.

         Shooting Heads (SH) are lines with an ultra-thick first few yards – these are primarily for distance casting.

         Many anglers would be best advised to forget the jargon and simply invest in a quality Weight Forward floating line. Don’t buy cheap for the sake of a small saving – a quality line will give you better performance and ease of use.

         Sink Tips & Poly Leaders

         It is also worth mentioning these briefly. They can be handy for both casting purposes and for making quick changes in presentation. ‘Poly leaders’ provide an intermediary length of line between fly line and leader. They can help make your casts ‘turn over’ smoothly, thus aiding presentation.

         They are attached loop to loop style and come with different floating or sinking properties just like fly lines. The other bonus here is that quick adjustments can be made – for example, a quick sinking poly leader could be added to a floating line to get your fly down to deeper-lying fish without the need to change your whole set-up.

         Leaders & Tippets

         When a flyfisher talks about the ‘leader’ he means the length of thin, clear line attached to his fly line (ie. think of the ‘leader’ as going first). This is slightly confusing because the term ‘line’ usually refers to the coloured fly line itself and not the clear section we attach our flies to – the leader.

         How long should your leader be? For obvious reasons, you may well want to avoid the thick end of the fly line landing too close to the fish because they may spook. Longer leaders also allow flies to sink deeper and behave more naturally. Ten to twelve feet is perhaps the ideal starting amount: but this could drop to as little as seven or eigth feet in a cramped space where trees are a problem. Equally, we might want to increase the length if the fish are easily spooked.

         Hand-tied leaders are typically made of different sections of monofilament or fluorocarbon line – to give a typical example: three feet of 15lb strength mono at the ‘butt’ end next to the fly line, followed by lengths of 12lb, 8lb and finally 5lb line to make a leader that gradually goes from thick to fine. This is so that when we cast, everything ‘turns over’ properly and the leader straightens out smoothly from thick to thin rather than landing in a heap.

         By far the simplest solution is to buy a readymade, shop bought ‘tapered leader’ however. These are available in various lengths and breaking strains, perform excellently and save both time and hassle.

         You will also hear fly anglers talking about the ‘tippet’. This is the final part of the leader and acts like a coarse angler’s ‘hook length’ – it is a short, finer section of line onto which the fly is tied.

         Leader and tippet materials are a matter of personal preference. Modern flourocarbons are tough and tangleresistant but sink quite freely: hence their suitability for wet fly fishing. Mono is the obvious choice for dry fly, or slower-sinking presentations, and the new flexible ‘copolymers’ make very fine, supple tippets.

         A final point for bigger fish or larger flies is that knotted, multi-section leaders are usually avoided in favour of a single length of line. When carp fishing for example, knots are kept to a minimum to avoid potential weak points and so we may use a simple ten-foot length of straight 8lb mono between the fly line and our fly.

         
            SOME ESSENTIAL SUNDRIES

         

         Fly Vest

         With the fly angler’s requirements for lots of small items of tackle, a fly vest is a must for many of us. It also keeps us mobile – rucksacks and other bags can hinder casting and are a nuisance when wading.

         Polarising Glasses

         Another absolute must. Firstly, these protect your eyes from wayward casts and flies travelling at speed. However, you will spot many more fish with a good pair than you could ever hope to see with the naked eye, as well as locating snags, weed and other interesting features.
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               Mucilin line floatant and fuller’s earth: two essentials for the flyfisher which offer a quick fix with correct presentation.

            

         

         Floatant and Sinkant

         Always worth carrying in a pocket, mucilin can be applied to the end of the fly line to help it float crisply. A little smear can also be used to help your dry flies float, although other products such as ‘gink’ may be preferred.

         It is also worth carrying a sinking agent of some kind – ‘Leada sink’ or Fullers Earth are two such options. These will help wet flies and leader materials sink when applied – which can be vital to get your tackle performing as desired. Another critical use for such products is to ‘degrease’ your tippet, however: applying a little sinkant removes the shine from monofilament which can deter fish from taking.

         Tungsten Putty

         Found in the carp section of tackle shops, this heavy, mouldable substance is invaluable for quickly adding weight to flies or leaders. A classic example is on a river when your fly is riding too high in the water to reach the fish. Unlike split shot it doesn’t damage the line either.
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               Tungsten Putty is useful stuff – a quick pinch added to fly or tippet is invaluable when you want to get down deeper to the fish. Unlike shot it won’t kink the line.

            

         

         Forceps

         A pair of forceps is vital for unhooking fish. Some pairs will also de-barb hooks. A useful way to keep a pair to hand at all times is to attach them to a ‘zinger’ style pull-cord device on your fly vest. Use fine tipped forceps for smaller species – although a foot long pair will be required for pike and zander.
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               A pair of quality forceps is useful for debarbing flies as well as unhooking fish. This is highly recommended for smaller species.
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               Coarse anglers using bait always replace hooks between sessions to keep a sharp edge. With flies, which might see several outings, a hook sharpener is the answer.
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               A landing net head doubles as a useful place to keep line out of bankside snags.

            

         

         Hook Sharpener

         One of the most overlooked but useful items in the angler’s pocket, a hook sharpener is always a good investment. Unlike bait fishermen, fly anglers rarely change hooks and a well-used fly will inevitably lose its edge in time. The few seconds it takes to hone the edge of a hook could save you the frustration of missing a fish on the strike.
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               For bigger fish, it’s wise to step up your kit. A large net, mat and decent-sized forceps are sensible steps. I also like an accurate set of quality scales.

            

         

         Nets

         Unless you’re fishing for tiny fish such as dace, a net is a must. Portable, collapsible nets are useful for those who wade but for the bank angler, a two piece landing net with a long handle is highly recommended.  Size depends upon species: carp and pike demand a big net. Larger is better. Go too small and you could risk damaging your catch or losing the fish of the season. Since coarse fish are to be released, a modern soft mesh net is advisable rather than stringy, old-fashioned trout models.
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               Many coarse fisheries demand a large landing net and unhooking mat – good practise for safe catch and release, especially where bigger fish may make an appearance.

            

         

         Unhooking Mat

         An unhooking mat is a smart investment for the bank angler. This protects your catch, preventing damage on the bank side, and I would go so far as to say carp and pike anglers should not fish without one. If you want a picture of that special catch, a damp well-positioned mat also ensures that any dropped fish has a safe landing.

         My mat has a carry handle and is spacious enough to accommodate a large, collapsible landing net – ideal for roving. A mat can also be used to cover brambles and other obstructions on the bank where your fly line may otherwise get stuck. It can also form a makeshift seat, protecting your backside as well as your catch! 

         Waders

         Whilst not absolutely essential, it’s surprising just how many anglers don’t own waders. These can open up areas you’d never otherwise reach and are especially useful to the river angler. They can also take away the need to remove fish from the water for handling and unhooking purposes, thus preventing needless damage and stress.

         Waders are available in various types and sizes. Thigh waders are fine for small, shallow streams but chest waders let you tackle deeper areas. Alternatively, a good compromise are ‘waist waders’ which are essentially wading trousers.

         The cheapest and most straightforward option with waders is a pair of complete ‘boot foot’ waders. ‘Stocking foot’ waders require additional boots, and the cost quickly rises, although these tend to be higher quality and very comfortable.

         Also pay attention to the grip on the soles of your wading boots. These come in either ‘cleated’ or ‘felt’ (or if in doubt, some soles come half and half ). Cleated are just like the grips on wellies – ok for general use, but for slippery and rocky bottoms, felt soles are much more secure. You can also affix studs to any soles for extra grip – worth considering if you fish on rivers with strong currents and sections of flat, slippery rock.

         A wading staff is also a good idea in testing waters, to provide extra stability.

         Wading should always be done with caution. Stony-bottomed rivers can be pleasant to wade but silt and mud can be treacherous stuff. There is also the question of whether you actually need to wade? See the tips section (page 196) for more on this subject.
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               Often over-looked for coarse fishing, waders will take you to the parts of the lake or river that other anglers can’t easily reach.
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               For some anglers, nothing beats the feel of traditional tackle. These beautiful cane rods belong to Juha Vainio, who uses them to tame bream and ide – besides trout – on Finnish rivers. The glass of gin and tonic is optional.
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            FLIES & FLYLIFE

         

         
            ‘The world is full of magical things patiently waiting for our wits to grow sharper.’

            – Bertrand Russell

         

         It is a curious fact that many anglers have only a very limited idea about the natural diet of their quarry. Coarse fishers habitually introduce artificial baits into the water to encourage the fish to take the hook bait. Fly anglers seldom have this as an advantage. To develop as flyfishers we need to become more attuned to the life in our waters and this means as active investigators, always on the lookout for clues which may help.

         Whichever type of fish we target, the fly angler’s challenge is both simple and infinitely variable: to present an artificially-tied fly in a manner that convinces the fish that it is a living thing, or at least something worth eating. Our task requires imagination and is very different to the challenges facing the bait fisherman.

         So what counts as a ‘fly’? Anything and everything from a tiny black gnat to a 6in pike streamer could be called a ‘fly’. The trout fisherman will find some familiar fly patterns in these pages but others that will be entirely new.

         Of course, there are also ‘flies’ which imitate nothing at all in nature. For example, flies resembling maggots or even dog biscuits can be used to catch fish. Is this still flyfishing? Some traditionalists would say not. Personally I would prefer to imitate natural life of some kind. On the other hand, such ‘flies’ are still fun and effective to use. They could also be a good starting point for anglers switching codes from bait to fly or tackling those fisheries where the fish are well-accustomed to taking artificial baits. My aim is to avoid traditional snobbery and so I make no apology for including a few examples of ‘bait’ flies in these pages. For the most part however, our starting point here is the natural world.

         As Nature Intended?

         The good news for all anglers is that you won’t need a science degree or a grounding in Latin terms to uncover the hidden world of the waters we fish, just a healthy curiosity and a willingness to look. A basic, working knowledge will indeed suffice. There are many dozens of caddis fly varieties for example – it could take years of study to become an expert. But all share common characteristics and with only a limited fly selection we can still catch plenty of fish. Coarse fish, especially, seldom worry if the fly is exactly right. If it is presented when the fish are feeding and makes an acceptable impression, it is likely to be taken. To draw a random parallel, there are many types of pizza. Some I like more than others but all are pretty edible if I’m hungry. Except the ones with prawns on them – they’re just plain wrong.

         It is also fair to say that some of the coarse fishes have an extremely wide-ranging diet. You’re unlikely to go spooning the contents of a carp, and in the absence of solid evidence ‘general fit’ patterns can be used to bluff our way to bites. Specific knowledge is useful however and will add a depth of intrigue and satisfaction to your fishing. Those already versed in trout flies will find coarse fish a fresh challenge, taking the angler to new places and catering for different feeding habits.

         
            REVEALING QUICK DIPS!

            Five minutes with a dip net in the margins of the water is a fun way to find out what might be on the menu for the fish: in this case, in the margins of a small, weedy pond we found freshwater shrimp, hog lice, corixa (water boatmen) and even baby newts.
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         Don’t feel that understanding natural bugs and flies comes only from books. Wherever you fish, a little investigation can be carried out. In a river, for example, just turning over a few stones will tell you which nymphs and invertebrates are present. A pond dipping net could reveal a great deal in the margins of a lake – or simply taking a quick study in the margins of the water for evidence of hatching or drowning insects. The fish themselves are the most obvious clue of all. Are they making splashy rises, or sipping gently? What are they rooting around for on the bottom? Wherever you decide to fish, a good deal of flyfishing is about simply looking carefully.

         Important Flies & Prey Items for Coarse Fish & Anglers

         So what are the most important natural prey items for coarse fish? While there is no short answer, a handful of key groups are pretty much universal. Specifics (ie size, colour, quantity) will vary from water to water, but a useful rough guide is presented here along with sample artificial fly patterns in each case. Do also note that while there is overlap, coarse fish exhibit their own unique tendencies. Even the same species’ feeding habits vary between different habitats and times of year. 

         Bloodworms & Buzzers (Chironomidae)

         Bloodworms are a staple diet for many coarse fish and often the most plentiful natural food source, particularly on lakes and ponds. Even the muddiest, most featureless little pool can be rich with these little creatures which are actually the larval stage of a group of insects that fly anglers call ‘buzzers’ – meaning all kinds of smallish dark insects such as midges. Crucially, these also hatch year round, even through the winter.

         The bloodworm itself is small and segmented, usually less than 1cm long, living amongst mud and debris. They are often red, hence the name ‘blood’ worm, but can also be brown, olive or other colours too. Fish such as bream, carp and tench love to grub around for these and often betray their presence with trails of bubbles or by puffing up clouds of silt.
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               The bloodworm, Chironimid (midge) larva.
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               The bloodworm immitation fly.
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               A midge pupa, known as a buzzer to anglers.

            

         

         Bloodworms are very difficult to imitate in this dormant state, but are of more interest when they begin their ascent to the surface to hatch into adult insects. Starting from the bottom, they slowly rise through the water layers. They are especially vulnerable in this state and mid-to-surface feeders such as roach and rudd especially will actively pick them off at this stage, which is imitated with flies simply called ‘buzzers’. Again colours and sizes can vary from tiny, pale larvae to large dark samples. Flyfishers often try to copy these slowly-rising nymphs with suitable copies.

         At the surface each buzzer must then hatch out and escape from the water if it is to live on and breed. Fluffy ‘breathers’ protrude from the insect and poke through the surface before the insect sheds its skin or ‘shuck’ and makes good its escape. Many are not so lucky and coarse fish, just like trout, will often gobble up buzzers when they are emerging at the surface and highly vulnerable. Hence an ‘emerger’ fly is a good option here, which sits just at the surface to imitate a buzzer in the process of hatching.

         The final stage is the adult buzzer. These are represented by flies such as the classic Black Gnat, and are sometimes energetically attacked by fish as they return to the water to lay eggs.

         Freshwater Shrimp (Gammarus pulex)

         Another almost universal aquatic creature, the fresh water shrimp forms a vital part of the diet of many fish, from small to large species, offering a protein-rich staple. Distinguished by their seven pairs of legs and sand hopper-like appearance, they vary from grey to yellowish brown in colour and can be found on most streams and rivers but also thrive on weedy still-waters.

         Coarse fish will happily browse weedy or rocky areas for these creatures, which themselves eat mostly plant and waste matter. Several suitable imitations exist for the fly angler, who will find an artificial fly especially useful on running water. Roach, chub and barbel are amongst many species which prey on shrimp.

         A very similar species on still waters is the hog louse. These are generally a little bigger and scruffier looking – but can also be mimicked with similar fly patterns. A Buggy Hare’s Ear or Grey Czech nymph are both suitable flies for louse and shrimp feeders.

         
            
[image: ]
               The freshwater shrimp, Gammarus pulex.
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