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‘Set me as a seal upon your heart.’
(‘Song of Songs’, 8:6)


‘The perfect Saviour said: “Son of Man consented with Sophia his consort and revealed a great androgynous light. His male name is designated ‘Saviour of All Things’. His feminine name is designated ‘Sophia, All-Begettress’. Some call her ‘Pistis’ [Wijsheid]. (…) Sophia is the Mother of the Universe. Some call her Love.”’


(The Nag Hammadi Library: ‘The Sophia of Jesus Christ’, 104–106)
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Introduction


Leading Questions


One of the main questions in this book is: if jesus is the Son of Man—and there exists equality and balance of the divine masculine and feminine energies—could there also be a Daughter of Man? And if so, could she be Mary Magdalene, the extraordinary woman who was always faithful to Jesus and who is rehabilitated today?


Who was this woman and what precisely was her connection with Jesus Christ? It has become reasonably known meanwhile that Mary Magdalene was the Apostle of the Apostles and the confidante of Jesus, but exploring the literature about her it turned out that she was much more than that.


For example, in the Nag Hammadi Manuscripts, in the Gospel of Philip, dating from the second century CE, we can read that she was the koinonos of the Lord, which means his beloved wife and companion.1 And we can also read there that she was highly initiated by Christ in the secrets of life and death. How reliable are these texts?


This book about Mary Magdalene and the feminine aspects of Christianity is also a book about love. Why is love so powerful? What is its secret? Why is a human being always in search for his or her counterpart? And what about the Love between Mary Magdalene and Jesus? What kind of love was that?


In the Pistis Sophia, an esoteric manuscript dating from the second or third century CE, Jesus tells us himself: [Jesus said to his disciples]: ‘Wherefore have I said unto you aforetime, “In the place where I shall be, there will be also my twelve ministers, but Mary Magdalene and John, the virgin, will tower over all my disciples and over all the elect who shall receive the mysteries of the ineffable”.’ And a little bit further on, it is clearly stated that Jesus—after his death—wants Mary Magdalene on his right side and John the Evangelist on his left side. The right side is the most prominent place.2


A Jigsaw Puzzle


After more than 20 years of research and travelling, I will try to piece together the jigsaw puzzle that can confirm the image of Mary Magdalene as the Bride of Christ and the Mother of Esoteric Christianity. Of course there is no absolute truth in esotericism, but that is not what I am after. I would like to take the traveller on an interesting journey along untrodden paths in the footsteps of Mary Magdalene. Although the road is like a labyrinth, it is not impassable. Step by step the reader follows a path that revolves round the same centre in big circles. At the end of the journey the traveller arrives in the heart of the labyrinth. Bear in mind that a labyrinth is not similar to a maze. It is a path leading to the centre, to the heart of things. Hidden knowledge lives in this heart. In esotericism this knowledge of the heart is also called ‘Gnosis’.3
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Altarpiece with the Seat of Merci (ca. 1250) from Westphalia, Gemäldegalerie, Berlin, Germany.
In this remarkable altarpiece, we can see Jesus Christ after his death on the lap of God. On his right we see Mary Magdalene with her identification mark, the tower, inside her cloak. (See Star 6, Intermezzo 2, for the symbols of Mary Magdalene.) On his left we see a young John the Evangelist, holding a holy scroll.


After having written the book Christ Consciousness (published by Temple Lodge, 2010), I could not stop thinking about certain questions. If Jesus had been the human being who was meant to receive the Sun-Logos while being baptized in the River Jordan, who then was the human being who was meant to bear the Divine Wisdom of Sophia? And who exactly is Sophia? In Gnosticism Sophia is always considered as the feminine emanation of God and in ancient esoteric manuscripts the Holy Spirit is always considered to be feminine.4 As asked before, my main question was: if Jesus Christ is the Son of Man, who then is the Daughter of Man?


However, before I could answer this question, I had to investigate many other themes, for example: what are the backgrounds of Christianity and the religious and cultural-historical traditions from which Christianity had sprung? I wondered whether in ancient civilizations goddesses were equally valued as the male gods. After having studied Egyptian and Greek mythology with their important goddesses such as Isis, Hathor and Maat (Egypt) and Aphrodite, Artemis and Athena (Greece), I concluded that this is indeed the case. Did important goddesses also exist in the history of Judaism and Islam? And where has the Great Mother Goddess gone who used to be the most important godhead in matriarchal civilizations?


And very important: how about the mutual relationships between the gods and goddesses? Was there a profound love relationship between the most important god and the most important goddess? Could they work for humanity together? This question was extremely important for me in the light of my main query how the relationship has been between Jesus and Mary Magdalene.


Could I also find something about the close relationship between Mary Magdalene and Jesus in the history of art? Besides reading literature about (mother) goddesses, Isis, Sophia and Mary, I also wanted to trace Mary Magdalene in the history of art. If she was the woman I was looking for, her exceptional relationship with Jesus was bound to appear somewhere in the art of painting or in old churches and cathedrals. I travelled to many places where according to tradition she has been: places in Israel, France, Spain and England. In search of her I visited cathedrals, churches and basilicas. I took photos of stained-glass windows, statues and old paintings. I also came across the Black Madonna frequently. I wondered what the connection could be between the Black Madonna and Mary Magdalene.


The art treasures in the south of France, in Spain, in Florence, Rome and Siena all told me their own story about Jesus and Mary Magdalene. Even in the south of England and Wales, and on Iona (Scotland) I could find ancient traces.


The great artists painted these secrets which will only reveal themselves to those who really know how to observe such works of art. I studied the work of Fra Angelico, Raphael, Leonardo da Vinci and Botticelli. Sometimes I saw Mary Magdalene openly portrayed in full glory. Elsewhere she was said to be the Madonna, who the Roman Catholics assumed was the mother of Christ. How confusing. Other hidden names for Mary Magalene that I found were Our Lady, Notre Dame or St Mary. It was very hard for me to distinguish all the ancient symbols of the different Marys, but I think, I managed to do so rather well and I have written down the most obvious differences. So, the reader can easily look for him- or herself to find out which Mary is painted. Also, among the Flemish primitive painters in Ghent and Bruges, Belgium, I could find some, usually hidden, portraits of Mary Magdalene.


On the arrival of Protestantism at the beginning of the sixteenth century many art treasures were destroyed. This complicated my search. Another difficulty was the fact that already before the Reformation, from the ninth century onwards, Mary Magdalene had been allocated the role of the repentant sinner by the Roman Catholic Church. Only in 1969 the Roman Catholic Church declared that Mary Magdalene had never been a sinner.5 This occurred much too late to change the formative process of this image. But now the times are changing: in 2016 Pope Francis declared Mary Magdalene an Apostle as important as Petrus and Paulus. So, she is completely rehabilitated and back in the light again.


And, could I connect the historic data that I had been able to collect about Mary Magdalene, with the esoteric knowledge from the Nag Hammadi Manuscripts,6 authentic manuscripts from the first centuries BC, and with the knowledge of Rudolf Steiner (1861–1925), the founder of anthroposophy?7 To this end I did intensive research into what Rudolf Steiner has said about Mary Magdalene and about Sophia, Isis and Mary, Jesus’ mother.


Another important question: if Mary Magdalene was Jesus’ lawful wife, why did the Roman Catholic Church not worship her in the same way as they worshipped Mary who was Jesus’ mother? What was so threatening in her that she had to be hidden from the public in general?


Finally, I would like to discuss whether two lovers, united in their unconditional love, will sooner succeed in accomplishing a task than two separate souls would be able to do. Is this intimate love a warranty for successfully carrying out a task which in fact surpasses human abilities? Does this unconditional love—this full Love—give some added value to human existence? Are we as humans through the power of love in essence divine beings?


In my research I took the esoteric knowledge for granted telling us that Jesus was a very special human being who at a later age, during his Baptism in the River Jordan, received the divine and cosmic power of the high Sun-Logos, Christ. This is also described in the Nag Hammadi Manuscripts. In fact, we can read this in all other Gospels when Jesus’ Baptism is mentioned during which the Holy Spirit descended from heaven on Jesus in the shape of a dove and God the Father says: This is my beloved son, in whom I am well pleased (St Matthew 3:17).


Besides the ancient esoteric texts, I was also inspired by Margaret Starbird, Cynthia Bourgeault, Rudolf Steiner, Barry Dunford, Laurence Gardner, Jacob Slavenburg, Paul van Oyen, Jean-Yves Leloup, Annine van der Meer, Ani Williams and many others (see Bibliography). They all carried out essential research and they wrote splendid books. Many thanks for this!


This book is a report of a personal expedition and I hope the reader will feel inspired by it. I accept full responsibility for all opinions and statements you will find in this book. Take from the book all you appreciate and leave alone all you do not feel comfortable with. The image of Mary Magdalene will strongly differ from one person to the other, but all images are likely to show her immense power of love.


The Structure of this Book


I have structured the book in such a way that Mary Magdalene appears in the very centre of it. With 13 extensive ‘Stars’—as a kind of subheadings—in Chapter 2, I give an outline of her life to understand her inestimable value for the world. The last ‘Star’ in this book indicates that Mary Magdalene has started something new: a new kind of consciousness, a higher kind of consciousness came into being.


Some ‘Stars’ in this book are accompanied by one or more works from the history of art to understand the deeper meaning of these paintings, to draw attention to symbols of esoteric knowledge of old. The discovery of all the hidden secrets in those paintings was astonishing to me. I hope the reader can feel this excitement too. Almost between each Star, I wrote an esoteric secret, which I called Secret of the Gnosis, or an Intermezzo to deepen the themes of this book. These Secrets of the Gnosis reveal ancient knowledge of the Gnosis, which is wisdom of the heart.


Beforehand, in Chapter 1, I describe how we can look at this ‘Star Image’, these subheadings of Mary Magdalene. It is an outline of the time in which Jesus lived. After the Stars, in Chapter 3, some suggestions are given to walk the path of inner transformation and meet the loving energy of Mary Magdalene, enriching your life.




Mary Magdalene in the Centre


In the very centre of this book, Mary Magdalene, her life and huge meaning for humanity, can be found. But there is more: together the three chapters of this book form a triangle which has always been a symbol of the Divine. While reading, you can meet and feel the divine energy of Mary Magdalene, which is centred in the heart. This energy is the source of full and unconditional love in every human being, in every man and woman. As we are living in a world with conflicts and wars all over, we need this divine energy today very badly, we need Mary Magdalene’s energy of full Love and Grace. Just open your heart.
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In the northern rose window of the cathedral in Chartres, France, we see ‘a Mary with Child’, surrounded by twelve stylized fleurs-de-lis, as kind of stars, in the centre of the rose. Around her we see white doves and kings. Note the fleurs-de-lis and the castles or strongholds below, all symbols of Mary Magdalene (see Star 6, Intermezzo 2). Who is this Mary? Photo Danielle van Dijk (DvD), 2012.


Mottos


The first motto of this book is: ‘Set me as a seal upon your heart’, which is a beautiful line from the Song of Solomon; better known as the Song of Songs.8


It refers to the most beloved. From ancient times it has been a reference to the love between Jesus and Mary Magdalene. This line also gives me hope for the future. After all, we humans can achieve something quite remarkable: we can bear a fellow human being in our heart in an unconditional way. We have the ability to really love.


The second motto is a quote from ‘The Sophia of Jesus Christ’ from the Nag Hammadi Manuscripts:


‘The perfect Saviour said: “Son of Man consented with Sophia his consort and revealed a great androgynous light. His male name is designated ‘Saviour of All Things’. His feminine name is designated ‘Sophia, All-Begettress’. Some call her ‘Pistis‘ [Wisdom]. (…) Sophia is the Mother of the Universe. Some call her Love.”’9


Here we can read that the Son of Man is the ‘Saviour of All Things’. We know Him as Christ. Furthermore, it is said that Sophia is his feminine name. We can also read that Sophia is the Mother of the Universe. She is called Love. In a nutshell these lines represent the essence of this book: the divine masculine and the divine feminine complement each other in a perfectly equal way. Jesus Christ and Mary Sophia have brought a vortex of Love on Earth.






Chapter 1. Before we start looking at the ‘Stars’ of Mary Magdalene


The Importance of Cosmic Love coming on Earth


I think the most important thing Christ brought on Earth was cosmic and unconditional love. He planted this love into humanity and into the hearts of Man. The quality of this love, this full love, is of high cosmic origin. Values as to be able to forgive, to know oneself and to have compassion with each other are not only lived by Jesus Christ himself, but are also written down in the Gospels. This non-selfish and unconditional love was something very new on Earth. Mary Magdalene loved Jesus in this fully new way. Their love was the vortex—better known as the Chalice—through which cosmic love could enter the Earth. Since the Resurrection of Jesus Christ, Mary Magdalene kept this full, cosmic love. She kept it for humanity. That is why I call her the mother of esoteric Christianity. She inherited all the esoteric secrets of Christ and kept them for humanity.


Was Jesus entirely autonomous?


Before we start looking at the Star-Image of Mary Magdalene with the 13 Stars, we should first learn something more about Jesus’ lifetime. Was Jesus part and parcel of a certain religious tradition or was he entirely autonomous? To answer this question, we have to dig a little bit into the history of old religions.


Through all ages there have always been (mother) goddesses in all parts of the world. Together with the gods they usually formed a harmonious unity and they divided all sorts of tasks among one another. Whenever the most prominent god and his goddess lived in harmony, fortune and prosperity abounded on Earth. The ancient religions of India and Egypt all knew a feminine and a masculine godhead: Brahma and Saraswati, Shiva and Parvati, Vishnu and Lakshmi or in Egypt: Isis and Osiris. God and goddesses were not only on equal footing but they also cooperated. The love between a god and a goddess was fairly important. Most of the time they qualified as steady pairs. They also represented eternal life, fertility and reincarnation of all humans and of nature as a whole. Due to their unification, they surpassed the polarities of life in general (see Plate 1).




Until the sixth century BC—when for the first time in history a monotheistic religion appeared, recorded in The Old Testament—goddesses played an important role everywhere on Earth. Except in Judaism goddesses and gods continued being honoured for many centuries. So, when Jesus was born, goddesses were still very important, except in Judaism. Consider that Galilee was under authority of the Roman Empire and that the Romans believed in their gods and important goddesses. Moreover, Jesus travelled to many countries, including Egypt and India.


The question whether Jesus was a Jew who lived according to the commandments of the Old Testament is a very important one. Due to the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls,10 we now know that Jesus was not a Jew in the strict sense of the word. He had his own and, in that time, revolutionary view of life. He also visited the communities of the Essenes frequently. The Essenes formed a Jewish-Gnostic sect who highly valued equality between men and women. The Essenes believed that there was a divine spark in every human being and they believed in the God Most High—not to confuse with Yahweh—and in the existence of the Great Sun-Logos. They accepted the concept of reincarnation and tried to reach enlightenment through inner training. In Egypt Essenes communities also existed.


Jesus followed his own view when among the Essenes. He was not one of them in the strictest sense of the word. However, he felt related to them, especially so with that branch that cured people: the Nazarenes. Jesus is also called: the Nazarene. Jesus grew up in a Nazarene community. The word Nazareth refers to that community. It was not a village in those days.11


So, my conclusion is that he really was autonomous, but that his ideas were more related to the ideas of the Essenes than to the Jewish religion. Moreover, he was not afraid to share his unconventional wisdom.


Jesus’ Thoughts about Women and the Feminine Aspect in general


It is of overall importance to know what Jesus’ thoughts were about women and the feminine aspect in general. It is common knowledge that in the time of Jesus, in Judaism, women were not seen as equal to men. So, what did Jesus say about women? Has Jesus, for example, ever spoken about a Mother Goddess and if so, where and in what context?


In The Beginnings of Christianity by Andrew Welburn a quote from The Gospel of the Hebrews is mentioned from which it appears that the Holy Spirit is considered to be feminine and that Jesus himself was of the same opinion: [Jesus tells what happened after his Baptism in the Jordan River]: ‘Also my mother, the Holy Spirit, took me by one of my hairs and carried me to the high mountain of Tabor’.12 So, Jesus tells us here that he had a mother and that she is the Holy Spirit. Moreover, he tells us that she leads him without questioning.


In the Gospel of Philip, we also read that the Holy Spirit is female:


‘Some said, “Mary conceived by the Holy Spirit.” They are in error. They do not know what they are saying. When did a woman ever conceive by a woman?’ (Philip 55).


Another question is whether the human male and the human female were each other’s equal in the eyes of Jesus. And how did he think about love between a man and a woman? Was it important that they formed a harmonious unity, mutually loving each other?


In the Gospel of Mark, we read: [Jesus said to the Pharisees, when they asked him whether it was lawful for a man to put away his wife, according to the precept of Moses]:


‘But from the beginning of the creation God made them male and female. For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and cleave to his wife; And they twain shall be one flesh: so, then they are no more twain, but one flesh. What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder.’ (Mark 10: 6–9.)


From the above it appears that Jesus was not of the same opinion about women as the Jews in his lifetime. His frequent verbal disputes with the Pharisees had a clear reason: man and woman are equal in Jesus’ eyes. And in the Gospel of Thomas, found in The Nag Hammadi Manuscripts, we can read: [Jesus said to his disciples]:


‘When you make the two one, and when you make the inside like the outside (...), and the above like the below, and when you make the male and the female one and the same, so that the male not be male nor the female female (...) then you will enter the kingdom.’ (Thomas 22.)


Esoteric Christianity


Esoteric Christianity is the kind of Christianity that sprung from the Gnosis, which was never officially acknowledged by the Church (see Note 3). We can read about this initial Christianity in The Nag Hammadi Manuscripts and in the Pistis Sophia. These ancient esoteric manuscripts contain many gospels that were proscribed by the Church. They have only been found and made public in the twentieth century. Until that moment not much was known about the Gnosis or about esoteric Christianity. In the Gnosis the concepts of reincarnation and karma are known. In the heart of every human being there is a spark of divine cosmic ‘fire’. Through connecting with this spark and by self-realization one can come to enlightenment and unite with the cosmic divine. In these ancient manuscripts based on the Gnosis, the Holy Spirit is always said to be feminine. And, here was also a Mother God beside the Father God. She is called Barbelo. I quote from the Apocryphon of John:


‘(...) And he [the Father God] looked at Barbelo [the Mother God] with the pure light which surrounds the invisible Spirit and (with) his spark, and she conceived from him. He begot a spark of light with a light resembling blessedness. (...) This was an only begotten child of the Mother-Father which had come forth; (...).’ 13



Poem: ‘The Gnosis’



What Gnosis is, can be read in the following poem from the second century CE.




Gnosis is


the knowledge of who we were


and what we have become


where we were


and what we have been cast into


where to we hasten


and from what we are set free


what birth is


and what rebirth.


[A follower of Valentinus]





Celtic Christianity


In my view Celtic Christianity is the oldest kind of esoteric Christianity. It is based on the words of Jesus himself, kept by Mary Magdalene in her heart, when she fled with Joseph of Arimathea to Glastonbury, the most sacred place of the Druids in Britain (ca. 35 CE). They founded a Nazarene (Essene) community there and had contact with the Druids (see Star 8). The Druids knew about Christ as the high Sun-Logos, who came to Earth to save humanity. Afterall, they drew from the Gnosis themselves, just as Jesus and Mary Magdalene did. So, the words of Jesus and Mary Magdalene could easily resonate with the Druids and their Mystery Schools. Consider that the Romans were not there in 35 CE. They conquered Britain in 43 CE.




From the fifth century onwards, this Celtic Christianity was brought to other regions outside Britain after the Romans had lost their absolute power. St Patrick, St Bridget, Columba and Willibrord took the lead in this task.


Of course, this ancient form of (esoteric) Christianity does not exist anymore in its original form, but we can find some traces of this Celtic influence in places where Mary Magdalene has preached (see Star 7 and following). So, we can find these Celtic traces in Britain and in France, where she lived from 44 CE onwards and even in Spain (see Star 11). The fact for example that she preached on her own account before the King and Queen of Marseille shows the equality of man and woman, known by the Celts from times of old. The Celtic cross with the sun, pointing to the Sun-Logos, is another reference to this ancient form of Christianity.


Exoteric Christianity


Exoteric Christianity is the kind of Christianity as we know it and as it is preached in the churches. It is a purely monotheistic religion. It is based on Christianity as it was founded by the Roman Emperor Constantine the Great during the Council of Nicaea in 325. It is called ‘apostolic Christianity’, which refers to the Apostle Peter as the founder of the Church. Protestantism also belongs to this exoteric Christianity.


The essence of exoteric Christianity is: there is only one God and He has sent his Son to the Earth to deliver all humanity from their sins. Nowhere the concept of a goddess can be found. In the Roman Catholic Church there is mother Mary, it is true. She is made the mother of God, the Theotokia, from the fifth century onwards. However, Christianity as we know it now, is based on The Holy Trinity: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. According to the Roman Catholic Church and the Protestant Churches these three aspects of God are masculine.


As a result of all the facts mentioned above the main subject of my research takes shape: could it be possible that at the very beginning of Christianity beside a Son of God a ‘Daughter of God’ existed who together formed a pair? Have they accomplished together the task of implanting unconditional love in the hearts of all human beings? I realize that these are big words and big questions. Nevertheless, I would like to write them down because they exactly represent the essence of this book.


Can esoteric Christianity, which calls the Holy Spirit feminine, provide us with an answer to these questions? Do the esoteric manuscripts that were discovered some decades ago, the Nag Hammadi Manuscripts and the Pistis Sophia, offer any help? And finally: can we discover elements of this esoteric Christianity in the history of art that could shed some light on the question whether beside Jesus Christ a woman played an equally important role?


The Holy Spirit is Feminine


Esoteric Christianity is not the only source that calls the Holy Spirit feminine. We certainly can trace back Isis as the Mother Goddess in esoteric texts. She is in many ways the same as the Holy Spirit. In the personality of the Virgin Mary, some characteristics can also be discovered. 


To illustrate this important theme, I would like to quote Rudolf Steiner (1861–1925), the founder of anthroposophy. He wrote about the Holy Spirit as the Divine Mother:


It is certainly true that ‘Christ in us’ is essentially none other than what dogmatic theology calls the ‘Holy Spirit’. […]. Yes, the ‘Holy Spirit’ and the ‘Christ in us’ are one and the same—but at different stages or levels of development. One could also say that the ‘Holy Spirit’ is the (feminine) ‘Mother’ principle of the (male) ‘Son’ principle, Christ. We owe the development of the ‘Christ in us’ to the ‘Holy Spirit’ (the female creator of Christ). Originally, the ‘Holy Spirit’ was nothing other than the Divine Mother (Isis etc.). Christianity rejected this feminine (Isis) principle and retained only the Son (Christ). […] First, [in Christianity, DvD] Isis volatilized as the ‘Holy Spirit’ and then she [Isis] is re-established as ‘Mary’ without any awareness of the connection.14


[image: figure]


The Great Egyptian (Mother) Goddess Isis with her child Horus. The Father God Osiris has died while begetting his Son. Isis stays on Earth, takes care of her son and feeds him with her milk. Pharaohs called themselves: Sons of Isis. Louvre Museum, Paris, France.


It is clearly stated in this quotation: ‘The Holy Spirit is the feminine creator of Christ.’ This feminine power of Christ enables us to experience the awakening of ‘Christ in us’. In other words: the feminine divine takes care of the awakening of Christ Consciousness in us. We also read in this quotation that the ‘Holy Spirit’ is the Divine Mother. Between brackets is added: Isis. Rudolf Steiner tells us that it would be quite natural for Christianity to incorporate a feminine godhead. But she has been denied. Originally, she is the ‘Holy Spirit’ that took possession of Jesus while he was baptized in the River Jordan. According to Rudolf Steiner the feminine divine (Isis) returns to exoteric Christianity as the Mother of God. However, exoteric Christianity does not see any connection between Mary and the ‘Holy Spirit’.


A Woman at Jesus’ Side?


With the intriguing question at the back of our mind, whether there was a woman at the beginning of Christianity beside Jesus Christ as his equal and other half, we are now heading for the ‘Star-Image of Mary Magdalene’, in which we will meet almost all aspects of this remarkable woman.


Secrets of the Gnosis I—The White Dove and the Holy Ghost


The white dove is the emblem of the Holy Spirit. When Jesus, standing in the water, is baptized in the River Jordan a white dove descends on his head, on his crown-chakra: Jesus receives the spirit of Christ, the great Logos of the Sun. In esotericism the Holy Spirit is feminine.


The white dove is also one of the symbols of the goddesses of ancient times, as Astarte or Isis. She is soft, strong and faithful. She coos as a mother or a beloved. She remains faithful to her male dove. She feeds her children with milk from a gland and she knows how to find the way faultlessly and fast. The homing pigeon has always been very reliable through all ages and does not make a detour. People who keep pigeons know that in spite of storm and rain, hail and snow, thunder and lightning, pigeons will always return to their dovecot.


The dove as symbol of the female side of God is well-chosen: the dove encompasses the firmament, flies away and returns, just as happens in the story of Noah’s Ark. But the dove can also just sit and coo cosily on a branch with her beloved, or pick crumbs in a square among hundreds of other doves. And do not be afraid of getting a dove under the wheels of your car: it is always faster than you. From times of old, the dove also is the symbol of love. In the Song of Songs, the bridegroom compares his bride with a dove.


I will quote from this beautiful ancient love song, maybe out of the time of Solomon, the tenth century before Christ. Origen, one of the earliest Church Fathers, compares Christ and his Bride Mary Magdalene with the Bride and Bridegroom from the Song of Songs. I used the King James Version of the Bible.


He: ‘Behold, thou art fair, my love; behold thou art fair: thou hast doves’ eyes.’ (1:15)


Somewhat further on we read (2:14):


He: ‘O my dove, that art in the clefts of the rock, in the secret places of the stairs, let me see thy countenance, let me hear thy voice; for sweet is thy voice, and thy countenance is comely.’


And in 5:2 we hear the young bride saying:


She: ‘I sleep, but my heart waketh: it is the voice of my beloved that knocketh, saying, Open to me, my sister, my love, my dove, my undefiled: For my head is filled with dew, and my locks with the drops of night.’


So, the bridegroom calls his beloved ‘my dove’. In 5:12 we can read that the bridegroom himself also is compared with a dove; his eyes are like doves’ eyes as well:


She: ‘His eyes are as the eyes of doves by the rivers of waters, washed with milk, and fitly set.’
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